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Introduction 

 

Section One of Biblical Holy Days covers the Sabbath, one of the 

foundational teachings of the Bible.  Understanding the Bible 

Sabbath is a key to unlocking the Truth of God.  Rather than a 

legalistic requirement of do's and don'ts, the Sabbath is a 

delight, a foretaste of the Kingdom of God.  If you keep the 

Sabbath, God will keep you. 

 

Here is a summary collection of Sabbath data: 

 

 

 

Sabbath 



 

 

"There remaineth therefore a rest [margin: keeping of a sabbath'] 

to the people of God," Hebrews 4:9. 

 

"If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy 

pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy 

of the Lord, honourable:  and shalt honour Him, not doing thine 

own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own 

words:  Then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord:  and I will 

cause the to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed 

thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father:  for the mouth of the 

Lord hath spoken it,"  Isaiah 58:13-14. 

 

"And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, 

and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship 

before Me, saith the Lord," Isaiah 66:23. 
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Why the Sabbath is Important 

 

 

The weekly Sabbath day is a foretaste of the "rest" of the 

millennial  kingdom.  The Bible is replete with instructions 

pointing out how to keep  the Sabbath, the meaning of the 

Sabbath, the blessings of keeping the Sabbath, and why the 

seventh day of the week is important to mankind. 

 

 

Outline 

 

 I. God Sanctified the Sabbath on the Seventh Day of 

Creation 

 II. Patriarchs Kept the Sabbath 

 III. God Gave the Sabbath to Israel 

 IV. Israel Went Into Captivity for Sabbath Polluting 

 V. Nehemiah Reinstituted Proper Sabbath-Keeping 

 VI. Savior Kept Sabbath as Special Day of Service 

 VII. Apostles and Gentile Christians Kept the Sabbath 



 VIII. Sabbath Will Be Kept in the Millennium 

 IX. The Sabbath Is a Sign of God's People 

 X. The Bible Does Not Authorize Sunday Keeping 

  A. Eight Uses of Term, "First Day of the Week" 

  B. "Lord's Day" Does Not Refer to Sunday 

  C. Jesus Was Not Resurrected on Sunday Morning 

  D. Pentecost is Not on Sunday 

  E. "Difficult" Scriptures Don't Do Away With Sabbath 

  F. Sunday Worship is Pagan Sun Worship 

  G. Sunday-Keeping Resulted From Anti-Jewish Bias 

  H. Roman Catholics Admit Sunday Is Not Biblical 

  I. Protestants Admit Sabbath is Biblical, Not Sunday 

  J. Sunday is A Mark of the Beast 

 

 

 

I.  God Sanctified Sabbath on 

Seventh Day of Creation 

 

 Genesis 2:1-3  Thus the heavens and the earth were 

finished, and all the host of them.  And on the seventh day God 

ended His work which He had made; and He rested on the seventh 

day from all His work which He had made.  And God blessed the 

seventh day, and sanctified it [set it apart, made it holy]: 

because that in it He had rested from all His work which God 

created and made. 

 The Creator placed His presence in the Sabbath by resting 

on that day.  He "sanctified" the Sabbath, i.e., separated it, 

set it apart for holy use or purpose.  He, not man, made the 

Sabbath Holy Time.  There were not six days of creation, but 

seven.  On the Seventh Day, the Creator ended His work, not His 

creating.  He created the Sabbath by His rest.  He wasn't tired, 

Isaiah 40:28, but He was refreshed on the Sabbath day, Exodus 

31:17, by gaining the satisfaction of contemplating what He had 

created. 

 The Sabbath day from Creation has never been lost.  Human 

calendar changes have never upset the weekly cycle.  Jewish 

historians have carefully preserved the Calendar and the weekly 

cycle down through the ages.  See the article, "Has Time Been 

Lost?" published by the Seventh Day Church of God and the 

Worldwide Church of God. 

 

II.  Patriarchs Kept the Sabbath 

 

 There is a 2,500-year gap after the Bible mentions the 

Sabbath in Genesis until it is again brought up at the time 

Israel leaves Egypt and arrives at Sinai.  Nevertheless, it is 

provable scripturally that the patriarchs kept the Sabbath. 

 

Noah Kept Sabbath and 

Preached it to Others 

 



 Genesis 6:9  These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a 

just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with 

God. 

 II Peter 2:5  And [God] spared not the old world, but saved 

Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in 

the flood upon the world of the ungodly. 

 Psalms 119:172  My tongue shall speak of Thy word: for all 

Thy commandments are righteousness. 

 

Abraham Obeyed Laws 

and Commandments 

 

 Genesis 26:4-5  And I will make thy seed to multiply as the 

stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these countries; 

and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; 

Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my 

commandments, my statutes, and my laws. 

 

Isaac and Jacob Followed 

Abraham's Obedience 

 

 Hebrews 11:8-10, 13, 20-21, 23  By faith Abraham, when he 

was called to go out into a place which he should after receive 

for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither 

he went.  By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a 

strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, 

the heirs with him of the same promise: For he looked for a city 

which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God . . . .  

These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but 

having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and 

embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and 

pilgrims on the earth . . . .  By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and 

Esau concerning things to come. By faith Jacob, when he was a 

dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning 

upon the top of his staff . . . .  By faith Moses, when he was 

born, was hid three months of his parents, because they saw he 

was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king's 

commandment. 

 The Sabbath and the seven-day week have continuously been 

observed.  "The Sabbath was recognized as a weekly day of rest in 

Babylonia as early as 3800 B.C.," (Peloubet's Bible Dictionary, 

article "Sabbath," p. 573).  Epics of Creation, on clay tablets 

found in the ruins of Babylon, Nineveh, Nippur and Ashur, were in 

circulation before the time of Abraham. They tell of the seventh 

day as a "holy day" on which we should "cease from all business," 

(Halley's Bible Handbook, p. 62).  The Sabbath is an ancient 

venerable institution. 

 

III.  God Gave the Sabbath To Israel 

 

At Sinai: 



 Exodus 16:4-5, 14-30  Then said the Lord unto Moses, 

Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people 

shall go out and gather a certain rate every day, that I may 

prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or no.  And it 

shall come to pass, that on the sixth day they shall prepare that 

which they bring in; and it shall be twice as much as they gather 

daily . . . .  And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, 

upon the face of the wilderness there lay a small round thing, as 

small as the hoar frost on the ground.  And when the children of 

Israel saw it, they said one to another, It is manna: for they 

wist not what it was.  And Moses said unto them, This is the 

bread which the Lord hath given you to eat.  This is the thing 

which the Lord hath commanded, Gather of it every man according 

to his eating, an omer for every man, according to the number of 

your persons; take ye every man for them which are in his tents.  

And the children of Israel did so, and gathered, some more, some 

less.  And when they did mete it with an omer, he that gathered 

much had nothing over, and he that gathered little had no lack; 

they gathered every man according to his eating.  And Moses said, 

Let no man leave of it till the morning.  Notwithstanding they 

hearkened not unto Moses; but some of them left of it until the 

morning, and it bred worms, and stank: and Moses was wroth with 

them.  And they gathered it every morning, every man according to 

his eating: and when the sun waxed hot, it melted. And it came to 

pass, that on the sixth day they gathered twice as much bread, 

two omers for one man: and all the rulers of the congregation 

came and told Moses. And he said unto them, This is that which 

the Lord hath said, Tomorrow is the rest of the holy Sabbath unto 

the Lord: bake that which ye will bake today, and seethe that ye 

will seethe; and that which remaineth over lay up for you to be 

kept until the morning.  And they laid it up till the morning, as 

Moses bade: and it did not stink, neither was there any worm 

therein.  And Moses said, Eat that today; for today is a Sabbath 

unto the Lord: today ye shall not find it in the field.  Six days 

ye shall gather it; but on the seventh day, which is the Sabbath, 

in it there shall be none.  And it came to pass, that there went 

out some of the people on the seventh day for to gather, and they 

found none.  And the Lord said unto Moses, How long refuse ye to 

keep My commandments and My laws?  See, for that the Lord hath 

given you the Sabbath, therefore He giveth you on the sixth day 

the bread of two days; abide ye every man in his place, let no 

man go out of his place on the seventh day.  So the people rested 

on the seventh day. 

 God performed this special miracle of withholding manna on 

the Sabbath for forty years while Israel was in the wilderness.  

Thus there were some 2,080 individual miracles spaced exactly 

seven days apart, solely for the purpose of burning into the 

minds of the people that He commanded the seventh-day Sabbath to 

be kept.  What a blessing!  Israel could rest on the Sabbath and 

still be as well off as though they had worked! 

 Exodus 20:8-11  Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.  

Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: But the seventh 



day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do 

any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, 

nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is 

within thy gates: For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, 

the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: 

wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it. 

 Deuteronomy 5:12-15  Keep the Sabbath day to sanctify it, 

as the Lord thy God hath commanded thee.  Six days thou shalt 

labour, and do all thy work:  But the seventh day is the Sabbath 

of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor 

thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy manservant, nor thy 

maidservant, nor thine ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, 

nor thy stranger that is within thy gates; that thy manservant 

and thy maidservant may rest as well as thou.  And remember that 

thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the Lord thy 

God brought thee out thence through a mighty hand and by a 

stretched out arm: therefore the Lord thy God commanded thee to 

keep the Sabbath day. 

 Nehemiah 9:12-13  Moreover Thou leddest them in the day by 

a cloudy pillar; and in the night by a pillar of fire, to give 

them light in the way wherein they should go.  Thou camest down 

also upon mount Sinai, and spakest with them from heaven, and 

gavest them right judgments, and true laws, good statutes and 

commandments. 

 Exodus 23:12  Six days thou shalt do thy work, and on the 

seventh day thou shalt rest: that thine ox and thine ass may 

rest, and the son of thy handmaid, and the stranger, may be 

refreshed.   

 Exodus 31:12-13  And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily My 

Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between Me and you 

throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am the Lord 

that doth sanctify you. 

 Exodus 34:21  Six days thou shalt work, but on the seventh 

day thou shalt rest: in earing time and in harvest thou shalt 

rest. 

 Exodus 35:2-3  Six days shall work be done, but on the 

seventh day there shall be to you an holy day, a Sabbath of rest 

to the Lord: whosoever doeth work therein shall be put to death.  

Ye shall kindle no fire throughout your habitations upon the 

Sabbath day. 

 This refers to industrial fires, not fires to heat from 

winter's cold, warm food previously prepared, or lighting. 

 Leviticus 19:3, 30  Ye shall fear every man his mother, and 

his father, and keep My Sabbaths: I am the Lord your God . . . .  

Ye shall keep My Sabbaths, and reverence My sanctuary: I am the 

Lord. 

 Leviticus 23:2-3  Speak unto the children of Israel, and 

say unto them, Concerning the feasts of the Lord, which ye shall 

proclaim to be holy convocations, even these are My feasts.  Six 

days shall work be done: but the seventh day is the Sabbath of 



rest, an holy convocation; ye shall do no work therein: it is the 

Sabbath of the Lord in all your dwellings. 

 Leviticus 26:2  Ye shall keep My Sabbaths, and reverence My 

sanctuary: I am the Lord. 

 Numbers 15:32-36  And while the children of Israel were in 

the wilderness, they found a man that gathered sticks upon the 

Sabbath day.  And they that found him gathering sticks brought 

him unto Moses and Aaron, and unto all the congregation.  And 

they put him in ward, because it was not declared what should be 

done to him. And the Lord said unto Moses, The man shall be 

surely put to death: all the congregation shall stone him with 

stones without the camp.  And all the congregation brought him 

without the camp, and stoned him with stones, and he died; as the 

Lord commanded Moses. 

 The death penalty for Sabbath-breaking shows how serious 

Sabbath-keeping is in the eyes of the Eternal.  The Sabbath 

breaker had sinned presumptuously, defiantly reproaching God.  

The Sabbath is preceded by a preparation day for work such as 

gathering wood. 

 Exodus 12:49  One law shall be to him that is homeborn, and 

unto the stranger that sojourneth among you. 

 The Sabbath and other laws didn't apply only to Israelites, 

but also to strangers.  If we are Christ's, then we are Abraham's 

seed, spiritual Israelites, Galatians 3:29. 

 Isaiah 56:1-7  Thus saith the Lord, Keep ye judgment, and 

do justice: for My salvation is near to come, and My 

righteousness to be revealed.  Blessed is the man that doeth 

this, and the son of man that layeth hold on it; that keepeth the 

Sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his hand from doing any 

evil.  Neither let the son of the stranger, that hath joined 

himself to the Lord, speak, saying, The Lord hath utterly 

separated me from his people: neither let the eunuch say, Behold, 

I am a dry tree.  For thus saith the Lord unto the eunuchs that 

keep My Sabbaths, and choose the things that please Me, and take 

hold of My covenant; Even unto them will I give in mine house and 

within My walls a place and a name better than of sons and of 

daughters: I will give them an everlasting name, that shall not 

be cut off.  Also the sons of the stranger, that join themselves 

to the Lord, to serve Him, and to love the name of the Lord, to 

be his servants, every one that keepeth the Sabbath from 

polluting it, and taketh hold of My covenant; Even them will I 

bring to My holy mountain, and make them joyful in My house of 

prayer: their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be 

accepted upon Mine altar; for Mine house shall be called an house 

of prayer for all people. 

 Isaiah 58:13-14  If thou turn away thy foot from the 

Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on My holy day; and call the 

Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable; and shalt 

honour Him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own 

pleasure, nor speaking thine own words [see Isaiah 55:8-9]: Then 

shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord; and I will cause thee to 

ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the 



heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the Lord hath 

spoken it. 

 The Sabbath, properly observed, teaches us to become more 

like God.  We do not naturally think spiritual thoughts.  The way 

we begin to think Godly thoughts on the Sabbath is to study, 

discuss and meditate on God's Word, as well as pray to Him.  On 

the Sabbath we literally saturate our minds with the principles 

of God's laws which reveal His character, how He thinks and acts.  

In so doing, we act out or portray our future destiny, that of 

being Sons of God in the Kingdom of God.  (See Ambassador College 

Bible Correspondence Course, Lesson 28, page 12.) 

 

IV.  Israel Went Into Captivity 

for Sabbath-Polluting 

 

 Nehemiah 13:17-18  Then I contended with the nobles of 

Judah, and said unto them, What evil thing is this that ye do, 

and profane the Sabbath day?  Did not your fathers thus, and did 

not our God bring all this evil upon us, and upon this city? yet 

ye bring more wrath upon Israel by profaning the Sabbath. 

 Jeremiah 17:9, 21-25, 27  The heart is deceitful above all 

things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? . . .   Thus 

saith the Lord; Take heed to yourselves, and bear no burden on 

the Sabbath day, nor bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem; 

Neither carry forth a burden out of your houses on the Sabbath 

day, neither do ye any work, but hallow ye the Sabbath day, as I 

commanded your fathers.  But they obeyed not, neither inclined 

their ear, but made their neck stiff, that they might not hear, 

nor receive instruction.  And it shall come to pass, if ye 

diligently hearken unto Me, saith the Lord, to bring in no burden 

through the gates of this city on the Sabbath day, but hallow the 

Sabbath day, to do no work therein; Then shall there enter into 

the gates of this city kings and princes sitting upon the throne 

of David, riding in chariots and on horses, they, and their 

princes, the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: and 

this city shall remain for ever . . . .  But if ye will not 

hearken unto Me to hallow the Sabbath day, and not to bear a 

burden, even entering in at the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath 

day; then will I kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and it shall 

devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched. 

 This prophecy was fulfilled, Jeremiah 52:12-13.  Verse 22 

in the Living Bible says "do no unnecessary work on the Sabbath 

day."  It is easy to deceive yourself that you are keeping the 

Sabbath, when you are not. 

 Ezekiel 20:10-25  Wherefore I caused them to go forth out 

of the land of Egypt, and brought them into the wilderness.  And 

I gave them My statutes, and shewed them My judgments, which if a 

man do, he shall even live in them.  Moreover also I gave them My 

Sabbaths, to be a sign between Me and them, that they might know 

that I am the Lord that sanctify them.  But the house of Israel 

rebelled against Me in the wilderness: they walked not in My 

statutes, and they despised My judgments, which if a man do, he 



shall even live in them; and My Sabbaths they greatly polluted: 

then I said, I would pour out my fury upon them in the 

wilderness, to consume them.  But I wrought for My name's sake, 

that it should not be polluted before the heathen, in whose sight 

I brought them out.  Yet also I lifted up My hand unto them in 

the wilderness, that I would not bring them into the land which I 

had given them, flowing with milk and honey, which is the glory 

of all lands; Because they despised My judgments, and walked not 

in My statutes, but polluted My Sabbaths: for their heart went 

after their idols.  Nevertheless Mine eye spared them from 

destroying them, neither did I make an end of them in the 

wilderness.  But I said unto their children in the wilderness, 

Walk ye not in the statutes of your fathers, neither observe 

their judgments, nor defile yourselves with their idols: I am the 

Lord your God; walk in My statutes, and keep My judgments, and do 

them; And hallow My Sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between Me 

and you, that ye may know that I am the Lord your God.  

Notwithstanding the children rebelled against Me: they walked not 

in My statutes, neither kept My judgments to do them, which if a 

man do, he shall even live in them; they polluted My Sabbaths: 

then I said, I would pour out my fury upon them, to accomplish My 

anger against them in the wilderness.  Nevertheless I withdrew 

Mine hand, and wrought for My name's sake, that it should not be 

polluted in the sight of the heathen, in whose sight I brought 

them forth.  I lifted up mine hand unto them also in the 

wilderness, that I would scatter them among the heathen, and 

disperse them through the countries; Because they had not 

executed My judgments, but had despised My statutes, and had 

polluted My Sabbaths, and their eyes were after their fathers' 

idols.  Wherefore I gave them also statutes that were not good, 

and judgments whereby they should not live . . .  

 Ezekiel 22:8, 26  Thou hast despised Mine holy things, and 

hast profaned My Sabbaths . . . .  Her priests have violated My 

law, and have profaned Mine holy things:  they have put no 

difference between the holy and the profane . . . and have hid 

their eyes from My Sabbaths . . . . 

 

V.  Nehemiah Reinstituted Proper Sabbath-Keeping 

 

 Nehemiah 10:29, 31  They clave to their brethren, their 

nobles, and entered into a curse, and into an oath, to walk in 

God's law, which was given by Moses the servant of God, and to 

observe and do all the commandments of the Lord our Lord, and His 

judgments and His statutes; . . . And if the people of the land 

bring ware or any victuals on the Sabbath day to sell, that we 

would not buy it of them on the Sabbath, or on the holy day: and 

that we would leave the seventh year, and the exaction of every 

debt. 

 Nehemiah 13:15-22  In those days saw I in Judah some 

treading wine presses on the Sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, 

and lading asses; as also wine, grapes, and figs, and all manner 

of burdens, which they brought into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day: 



and I testified against them in the day wherein they sold 

victuals. There dwelt men of Tyre also therein, which brought 

fish, and all manner of ware, and sold on the Sabbath unto the 

children of Judah, and in Jerusalem.  Then I contended with the 

nobles of Judah, and said unto them, What evil thing is this that 

ye do, and profane the Sabbath day?  Did not your fathers thus, 

and did not our God bring all this evil upon us, and upon this 

city? yet ye bring more wrath upon Israel by profaning the 

Sabbath.  And it came to pass, that when the gates of Jerusalem 

began to be dark before the Sabbath, I commanded that the gates 

should be shut, and charged that they should not be opened till 

after the Sabbath: and some of my servants set I at the gates, 

that there should no burden be brought in on the Sabbath day.  So 

the merchants and sellers of all kind of ware lodged without 

Jerusalem once or twice. Then I testified against them, and said 

unto them, Why lodge ye about the wall? if ye do so again, I will 

lay hands on you.  From that time forth came they no more on the 

Sabbath.  And I commanded the Levites that they should cleanse 

themselves, and that they should come and keep the gates, to 

sanctify the Sabbath day . . . . 

 

VI.  Savior Kept Sabbath as 

Special Day of Service 

 

 The word "Sabbath" occurs over sixty times in the New 

Testament. 

 

Jesus Taught In the Synagogue 

on the Sabbath 

 

 Mark 1:21-22  And they went into Capernaum; and straightway 

on the Sabbath day He entered into the synagogue, and taught. And 

they were astonished at His doctrine: for He taught them as one 

that had authority, and not as the scribes. 

 Mark 6:2, 5  And when the Sabbath day was come, He began to 

teach in the synagogue: and many hearing Him were astonished, 

saying, From whence hath this man these things? and what wisdom 

is this which is given unto Him, that even such mighty works are 

wrought by His hands? . . . .  And He could there do no mighty 

work, save that He laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and 

healed them. 

 Luke 4:16, 31  And He came to Nazareth, where He had been 

brought up: and, as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on 

the Sabbath day, and stood up for to read . . . .  And came down 

to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught them on the Sabbath 

days. 

 Luke 13:10  And He was teaching in one of the synagogues on 

the Sabbath. 

 

It is Lawful to Heal on Sabbaths 

 



 Matthew 12:10-13  And, behold, there was a man which had 

his hand withered.  And they asked Him, saying, Is it lawful to 

heal on the Sabbath days? that they might accuse Him.  And He 

said unto them, What man shall there be among you, that shall 

have one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the Sabbath day, 

will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out?  How much then is a 

man better than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the 

Sabbath days.  Then saith He to the man, Stretch forth thine 

hand.  And he stretched it forth; and it was restored whole, like 

as the other. 

 Mark 1:21-27  And they went into Capernaum; and straightway 

on the Sabbath day He entered into the synagogue, and taught. And 

they were astonished at His doctrine: for He taught them as one 

that had authority, and not as the scribes.  And there was in 

their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, 

Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with Thee, thou Jesus of 

Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who Thou art, 

the Holy One of God.  And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy 

peace, and come out of him.  And when the unclean spirit had torn 

him, and cried with a loud voice, he came out of him.  And they 

were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among themselves, 

saying, What thing is this? what new doctrine is this? for with 

authority commandeth He even the unclean spirits, and they do 

obey him. 

 Mark 3:1-5  And He entered again into the synagogue; and 

there was a man there which had a withered hand.  And they 

watched Him, whether He would heal him on the Sabbath day; that 

they might accuse Him.  And He saith unto the man which had the 

withered hand, Stand forth.  And He saith unto them, Is it lawful 

to do good on the Sabbath days, or to do evil? to save life, or 

to kill? But they held their peace.  And when He had looked round 

about on them with anger, being grieved for the hardness of their 

hearts, He saith unto the man, Stretch forth thine hand.  And he 

stretched it out: and his hand was restored whole as the other. 

 Luke 13:10-17  And He was teaching in one of the synagogues 

on the Sabbath. And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit 

of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in 

no wise lift up herself.  And when Jesus saw her, He called her 

to Him, and said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine 

infirmity. And He laid his hands on her: and immediately she was 

made straight, and glorified God.  And the ruler of the synagogue 

answered with indignation, because that Jesus had healed on the 

Sabbath day, and said unto the people, There are six days in 

which men ought to work: in them therefore come and be healed, 

and not on the Sabbath day.  The Lord then answered him, and 

said, Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the Sabbath 

loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to 

watering?  And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, 

whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from 

this bond on the Sabbath day?  And when He had said these things, 

all his adversaries were ashamed: and all the people rejoiced for 

all the glorious things that were done by Him. 



 Luke 14:1-6  And it came to pass, as He went into the house 

of one of the chief Pharisees to eat bread on the Sabbath day, 

that they watched Him.  And, behold, there was a certain man 

before Him which had the dropsy.  And Jesus answering spake unto 

the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the 

Sabbath day?  And they held their peace.  And He took him, and 

healed him, and let him go; And answered them, saying, Which of 

you shall have an ass or an ox fallen into a pit, and will not 

straightway pull him out on the Sabbath day?  And they could not 

answer Him again to these things. 

 John 5:5-18  And a certain man was there, which had an 

infirmity thirty and eight years.  When Jesus saw him lie, and 

knew that he had been now a long time in that case, He saith unto 

him, Wilt thou be made whole?  The impotent man answered Him, 

Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into 

the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me. 

Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.  And 

immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and 

walked: and on the same day was the Sabbath.  The Jews therefore 

said unto him that was cured, It is the Sabbath day: it is not 

lawful for thee to carry thy bed. He answered them, He that made 

me whole, the same said unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk.  Then 

asked they him, What man is that which said unto thee, Take up 

thy bed, and walk?  And he that was healed wist not who it was: 

for Jesus had conveyed Himself away, a multitude being in that 

place.  Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto 

him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing 

come unto thee.  The man departed, and told the Jews that it was 

Jesus, which had made him whole. And therefore did the Jews 

persecute Jesus, and sought to slay Him, because He had done 

these things on the Sabbath day.  But Jesus answered them, My 

Father worketh hitherto, and I work.  Therefore the Jews sought 

the more to kill Him, because He not only had broken the Sabbath, 

but said also that God was His Father, making Himself equal with 

God. 

 This was a Sabbath, probably during the Feast of 

Tabernacles. 

 

Sabbath, Holy Days Focal Points 

of Messiah's Ministry 

 

 It is likely that the so-called "Sermon on the Mount," 

Matthew chapters 5, 6 and 7, was given on a Sabbath, when Jesus 

escaped the multitudes and went up to a mountain with His 

disciples.  Some few of the multitude followed Him up to the 

mountain, and were "astonished at His doctrine," Matthew 7:28.  

The rest would not travel a Sabbath day's journey and stayed 

behind.  

 There is no time break in the story flow into Matthew 8, 

where Jesus went into Capernaum and healed Peter's wife's mother, 

verses 14-15.  At the end of the Sabbath, at evening, many 

brought to Him demoniacs to be healed, because they felt it wrong 



to heal on the Sabbath.  Mark 1:21-34 records the same event, and 

clearly shows it was on a Sabbath when Jesus entered into the 

synagogue in Capernaum and taught with such authority that the 

people were "astonished at His doctrine," verse 22.  Also in 

verses 30-31, Mark records the healing of Peter's wife's mother. 

Finally, verse 32 records the deluge of people coming to be 

healed at even, at sunset as the Sabbath was ended. 

 Thus, the Sermon on the Mount, the heart and core of the 

New Testament gospel, was given on the Sabbath!  The Messiah 

magnified the Sabbath and all of His laws.   Later, He was to die 

on the annual Passover, and found His New Testament Church on the 

annual Holy Day of the Feast of Pentecost.  Jesus' 3-1/2 year 

ministry ended on an annual Passover.  There are six months 

between Passover and the fall Feast of Tabernacles.  Therefore, 

the Savior's ministry must have begun around the Fall festival 

season! 

 We would be surprised to know just how many times in the 

Bible great and important events occurred on the weekly Sabbath 

or on one of the annual Sabbaths or Holy Days. 

 The Gospel of John, written late in the First Century, is 

centered around the Sabbaths and Holy Days that occurred during 

the Savior's ministry.  This is unique, considering that some 

people think the Sabbath is done away!  Writing some 60 years 

after the events transpired, the Apostle John remembered the 

major events of the Messiah in relation to the Sabbaths and Holy 

Days. 

 John 2:13-3:21 describes events at Jerusalem during the 

Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread.  John 4:35 alludes to 

Pentecost, which is four months before the fall harvest.  Verse 

45 shows that the Galileans had seen Jesus at the previous Feast. 

 John 5:1-47 describes Jesus' healing during a Sabbath at a 

Feast in Jerusalem, probably the Fall Feast.  Chapter 6 shows 

another Passover Feast.  In line with the meaning of the spring 

Holy Days, Jesus said He is the bread of life, verse 35.  In 

verses 53-58, Jesus says you must symbolically eat His flesh and 

drink His blood or you have no life in you. 

 John chapters 7-10 cover events surrounding another Fall 

Feast of Tabernacles, with verses 37-39 giving the famous Last 

Great Day message of living waters.  In chapter 9, on a Sabbath 

right afterwards, Jesus heals a man born blind.  In John 10:22, 

Jesus taught in the Temple during the winter Feast of Dedication. 

 Finally, the third and last Passover of Jesus' ministry is 

covered from John 11:55 through chapter 19.  Wavesheaf Sunday is 

given new meaning in chapter 20.  

 Thus, we have seen that the Sabbath and Holy Days were the 

very focal point of the Messiah's ministry.  These days remain 

the center of the true believer's life.   The Sabbath is 

mentioned sixty times in the New Testament, and never is there 

any hint it was abolished or done away! 

 

The Sabbath is Made for Man 

 



 Matthew 12:1-8  At that time Jesus went on the Sabbath day 

through the corn; and His disciples were an hungred, and began to 

pluck the ears of corn, and to eat.  But when the Pharisees saw 

it, they said unto Him, Behold, Thy disciples do that which is 

not lawful to do upon the Sabbath day.  But He said unto them, 

Have ye not read what David did, when he was an hungred, and they 

that were with him; How he entered into the house of God, and did 

eat the shewbread, which was not lawful for him to eat, neither 

for them which were with him, but only for the priests?  Or have 

ye not read in the law, how that on the Sabbath days the priests 

in the temple profane the Sabbath, and are blameless?  But I say 

unto you, That in this place is One greater than the temple.  But 

if ye had known what this meaneth, I will have mercy, and not 

sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the guiltless.  For the 

Son of man is Lord even of the Sabbath day. 

 Mark 2:23-28  And it came to pass, that He went through the 

corn fields on the Sabbath day; and His disciples began, as they 

went, to pluck the ears of corn.  And the Pharisees said unto 

Him, Behold, why do they on the Sabbath day that which is not 

lawful?  And He said unto them, Have ye never read what David 

did, when he had need, and was an hungred, he, and they that were 

with him?  How he went into the house of God in the days of 

Abiathar the high priest, and did eat the shewbread, which is not 

lawful to eat but for the priests, and gave also to them which 

were with him?  And He said unto them, The Sabbath was made for 

man, and not man for the Sabbath: Therefore the Son of man is 

Lord also of the Sabbath. 

 Do you obey the Lord of the Sabbath? 

 

Pray That Our Fleeing 

Is Not on the Sabbath 

 

 Matthew 24:20  But pray ye that your flight be not in the 

winter, neither on the Sabbath day: 

 

VII.  Apostles and Gentile 

Christians Kept the Sabbath 

 

 Paul preached to both Jews and Gentiles on the Sabbath at 

Antioch: 

 Acts 13:13-16, 42-44  Now when Paul and his company loosed 

from Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia: and John departing 

from them returned to Jerusalem.  But when they departed from 

Perga, they came to Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the 

synagogue on the Sabbath day, and sat down.  And after the 

reading of the law and the prophets the rulers of the synagogue 

sent unto them, saying, Ye men and brethren, if ye have any word 

of exhortation for the people, say on.  Then Paul stood up, and 

beckoning with his hand said, Men of Israel, and ye that fear 

God, give audience . . . .  And when the Jews were gone out of 

the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that these words might be 

preached to them the next Sabbath.  Now when the congregation was 



broken up, many of the Jews and religious proselytes followed 

Paul and Barnabus: who, speaking to them, persuaded them to 

continue in the grace of God.  And the next Sabbath day came 

almost the whole city together to hear the word of God. 

 Acts 16:13  And on the Sabbath we went out of the city by a 

river side, where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down, 

and spake unto the women which resorted thither. 

 Acts 17:2  And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, 

and three Sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures. 

 It was Paul's custom to keep the Sabbath, as it was the 

Messiah's, Luke 4:16, 31. 

 Acts 18:4, 11  And [at Corinth] he [Paul] reasoned in the 

synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks . 

. . .  And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the 

word of God among them. 

 Paul worked on a job six days a week, then observed the 

Sabbath day resting and preaching.  Paul commanded Gentile 

Christians at Corinth to follow him exactly as he followed 

Christ, I Corinthians 11:1.  He commanded the Philippians to do 

likewise, Philippians 3:17. 

 

VIII.  Sabbath Will Be Kept 

in the Millennium 

 

 Isaiah 66:23  And it shall come to pass, that from one New 

Moon to another, and from one Sabbath to another, shall all flesh 

come to worship before me, saith the Lord. 

 The Sabbath is closely linked with the New Moon as a 

regular time of worship.  See also II Kings 4:23, Hosea 2:11, 

Amos 8:5, Isaiah 1:13-14. 

 Ezekiel 44:15, 23-24  But the priests the Levites, the sons 

of Zadok, that kept the charge of My sanctuary when the children 

of Israel went astray from Me, they shall come near to Me to 

minister unto Me, and they shall stand before Me to offer unto Me 

the fat and the blood, saith the Lord God . . . .  And they shall 

teach My people the difference between the holy and profane, and 

cause them to discern between the unclean and the clean.  And in 

controversy they shall stand in judgment; and they shall judge it 

according to My judgments: and they shall keep My laws and My 

statutes in all Mine assemblies; and they shall hallow My 

Sabbaths. 

 Isaiah 11:9-10  They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My 

holy mountain:  for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 

the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.  And in that day there 

shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the 

people;  to it 

shall the Gentiles seek: and His rest shall be glorious. 

 Matthew 11:28-30  Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are 

heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you, 

and learn of Me;  for I am meek and lowly in heart:  and ye shall 

find rest unto your souls.  For My yoke is easy, and My burden is 

light. 



 Hebrews 4:1-11  Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise 

being left us of entering into His rest, any of you should seem 

to come short of it . . . .  For we which have believed do enter 

into rest . . . .  For He spake in a certain place of the seventh 

day . . . .  There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of 

God.  For he that is entered into His rest, he also hath ceased 

from his own works, as God did from His.  Let us labour therefore 

to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example 

of unbelief [of ancient Israel, verses 2, 6]. 

 

 

The Sabbath pictures the restful 1000-year Millennium, the 

Messianic Kingdom on this earth.  Resting from our daily labors 

on the Creator's Holy Sabbath pictures our glorious future as 

spirit-born Sons in the Family of God.  Sabbath-keeping pictures 

"rest" from our struggles against sin, which the Eternal promises 

to give His obedient children. 

 

 

 God has a seven thousand-year Master Time Plan, II Peter 

3:8 (one day = 1,000 prophetic years): 

 

God's Master Time Plan 

CreationMessiah 

of manreturns 

1st  2nd  3rd  4th  5th  6th 

 7th 

Day  Day  Day  Day  Day  Day Day 

 

1,000  1,000  1,000  1,000  1,000  1,000 1,000 

years  years  years  years  years  years years 

 

|<------  Six Thousand years allowed for man to go his own way  -

--------->Millennium 

 

|<--------------------  Creator's "Week" of 7,000 years  --------

---------------->| 

 

 

IX.  The Sabbath Is a Sign 

of God's People 

 

 Exodus 31:12-17  And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily My 

Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between Me and you 

throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am the Lord 

that doth sanctify you.  Ye shall keep the Sabbath therefore; for 

it is holy unto you: every one that defileth it shall surely be 

put to death: for whosoever doeth any work therein, that soul 

shall be cut off from among his people.  Six days may work be 

done; but in the seventh is the Sabbath of rest, holy to the 

Lord: whosoever doeth any work in the Sabbath day, he shall 



surely be put to death. Wherefore the children of Israel shall 

keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their 

generations, for a perpetual covenant.  It is a sign between Me 

and the children of Israel for ever: for in six days the Lord 

made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day He rested, and was 

refreshed. 

 Ezekiel 20:20  And hallow My Sabbaths; and they shall be a 

sign between Me and you, that ye may know that I am the Lord your 

God. 

 The way we "show" to God the Sabbath is a "sign" is to do 

what He says on that day:  rest from our physical labors. 

 Hebrews 4:9  There remaineth therefore a rest [Greek 

sabbatismos, "keeping of a Sabbath"] to the people of God. 

 Revelation 12:17  And the dragon was wroth with the woman, 

and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the 

commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

 Revelation 14:12  Here is the patience of the saints: here 

are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of 

Jesus. 

 Revelation 22:14  Blessed are they that do his 

commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and 

may enter in through the gates into the city. 

 Keeping, or not keeping, God's Sabbath Days reveals an 

attitude!  By keeping them, we demonstrate a childlike, simple, 

faithful obedience and a willingness to forsake our thoughts and 

to learn to develop Godlike character.  "Sabbath-keeping plainly 

is a test of our attitude to reveal whether we really want to 

obey and depend on God and receive His Holy Spirit!" 

 "If you worship God every Sabbath by praying to Him and 

studying His Word and its application in your life, and put it 

into DAILY PRACTICE during the week, then you will have God's 

Sabbath 'sign' in the true and saving sense. You will be 

PREPARING to enter God's Kingdom as a priest and ruler! (Rev. 

5:10). 

 "And if you continue to grow and overcome, at Christ's 

coming, God will CHANGE you by giving you an efficient spirit 

body capable of tremendous spiritual service in His eternal 

Kingdom!" (Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course, Lesson 

27, pages 6, 15.) 

 Romans 4:13  For the promise, that he should be the heir of 

the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, 

but through the righteousness of faith. 

 Galatians 3:29  And if ye be Christ's, then are ye 

Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

 Exodus 19:5-6  Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice 

indeed, and keep My covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar 

treasure unto Me above all people: for all the earth is Mine:  

And ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. 

 Ancient Israel never did become the holy nation, the model 

nation for others that the Almighty intended them to be.  Today, 

spirit-begotten New Testament believers are spiritual Israelites, 

Abraham's "seed."  They are set apart for the Almighty's holy 



use.  The Old Covenant Israelites refused to rest on the Holy 

Sabbath, Ezekiel 20 and Hebrews 4.  With the Holy Spirit, we can 

keep the Sabbath and exercise the faith they lacked.  Faith to 

step out in obedience to the Master is the key to Sabbath-

keeping, and a true Christian life.  The older generation of 

Israel who rebelled against God in the wilderness did not enter 

the promised land because of unbelief or lack of faith, Hebrews 

3:19.  Faith is the key element and without faith, we will not 

enter the millennial kingdom.  It takes faith to keep the Sabbath 

and conquer our carnal human nature.  We need to boldly ask the 

Almighty for faith to obey Him, Hebrews 4:14-16. 

 

X.  The Bible Does Not Authorize Sunday-Keeping 

 

Eight Uses of Term, 

"First Day of the Week" 

 

 Matthew 28:1  In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to 

dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and 

the other Mary to see the sepulchre. 

 Mark 16:1-9  And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, 

and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet 

spices, that they might come and anoint Him.  And very early in 

the morning the first day of the week, they came unto the 

sepulchre at the rising of the sun.  And they said among 

themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the 

sepulchre?  And when they looked, they saw that the stone was 

rolled away: for it was very great.  And entering into the 

sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, 

clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted.  And 

he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, 

which was crucified: He is risen; He is not here: behold the 

place where they laid Him.  But go your way, tell His disciples 

and Peter that He goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye 

see Him, as He said unto you.  And they went out quickly, and 

fled from the sepulchre; for they trembled and were amazed: 

neither said they any thing to any man; for they were afraid.  

Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, He 

appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast seven 

devils. 

 Luke 23:53-56, 24:1  And he took it down, and wrapped it in 

linen, and laid it in a sepulchre that was hewn in stone, wherein 

never man before was laid.  And that day was the preparation, and 

the Sabbath drew on.  And the women also, which came with Him 

from Galilee, followed after, and beheld the sepulchre, and how 

His body was laid.  And they returned, and prepared spices and 

ointments; and rested the Sabbath day according to the 

commandment.  Now upon the first day of the week, very early in 

the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices 

which they had prepared, and certain others with them. 



 John 20:1  The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene 

early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the 

stone taken away from the sepulchre. 

 John 20:19  Then the same day at evening, being the first 

day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples 

were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the 

midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 

 Acts 20:7-13  And upon the first day of the week, when the 

disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, 

ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until 

midnight.  And there were many lights in the upper chamber, where 

they were gathered together.  And there sat in a window a certain 

young man named Eutychus, being fallen into a deep sleep: and as 

Paul was long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, and fell down 

from the third loft, and was taken up dead.  And Paul went down, 

and fell on him, and embracing him said, Trouble not yourselves; 

for his life is in him.  When he therefore was come up again, and 

had broken bread, and eaten, and talked a long while, even till 

break of day, so he departed. And they brought the young man 

alive, and were not a little comforted.  And we went before to 

ship, and sailed unto Assos, there intending to take in Paul: for 

so had he appointed, minding himself to go afoot. 

 I Corinthians 16:1-4  Now concerning the collection for the 

saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so 

do ye. Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by 

him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no 

gatherings when I come.  And when I come, whomsoever ye shall 

approve by your letters, them will I send to bring your 

liberality unto Jerusalem.  And if it be meet that I go also, 

they shall go with me. 

 None of the above references to the first day of the week 

indicate that Sunday is a day of worship.  After the crucifixion, 

holy women rested on the Sabbath according to the commandment.  

The disciples assembled on the Sunday after the crucifixion for 

fear of the Jews, not for worship.  Paul walked across a 

peninsula on the first day of the week.  He asked the Corinthians 

to gather up food to send to Jerusalem on the first day of the 

week, a normal workday.      

"Lord's Day" Does Not 

Refer to Sunday 

 

 Revelation 1:1, 7-10  The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which 

God gave unto Him, to shew unto His servants things which must 

shortly come to pass; and He sent and signified it by His angel 

unto His servant John . . .  Behold, He cometh with clouds; and 

every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him: and all 

kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him.  Even so, Amen.  

I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the 

Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the 

Almighty.  I John, who also am your brother, and companion in 

tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was 

in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for 



the testimony of Jesus Christ.  I was in the Spirit on the Lord's 

day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet. 

 In Old Testament prophecy, the term "Day of the Lord" 

refers to the prophetic time of the return of the Messiah as 

conquering king and world ruler.  "Lord's Day" is the same as 

saying "Day of the Lord."  John, in Revelation, was referring to 

the Day of the Lord, not the first day of the week.  Mark 2:28 

says that Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath.  The Sabbath is the only 

"Lord's Day." 

 

Jesus Was Not Resurrected 

on Sunday Morning 

 

 Matthew 12:38-40  Then certain of the scribes and of the 

Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign from 

thee.  But He answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous 

generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given 

to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas: For as Jonas was three 

days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of 

man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 

 You cannot count three days and three nights from Friday 

evening to Sunday morning.  Jesus was crucified on a Wednesday, 

the Passover of 31 A.D., placed in the tomb just before sundown, 

and was in the grave until His resurrection near sundown Saturday 

evening, 72 hours later. 

Pentecost is Not on Sunday 

 

 Leviticus 23:15-16  And ye shall count unto you from the 

morrow after the Sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf 

of the wave offering; seven Sabbaths shall be complete: Even unto 

the morrow after the seventh Sabbath shall ye number fifty days; 

and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the Lord. 

 A supposed Sunday resurrection and a supposed Sunday 

Pentecost are the two pillars of evidence Sunday-keepers use to 

justify keeping the first day of the week holy.   Both are false 

ideas.  Pentecost, or Feast of Weeks, is on a Monday.  See our 

article, "Pentecost, Day of Difference," in Section 4 of Biblical 

Holy Days. 

 

"Difficult" Scriptures Don't 

Do Away With Sabbath 

 

 Colossians 2:14-17  Blotting out the handwriting of 

ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and 

took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross; And having 

spoiled principalities and powers, He made a shew of them openly, 

triumphing over them in it.  Let no man therefore judge you in 

meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the New 

Moon, or of the Sabbath days: Which are a shadow of things to 

come; but the body is of Christ. 

 In the last sentence above, "is" is in italics in the KJV, 

showing that it is not part of the original Greek.  Let the body 



of Christ, the Church, do the judging.  Don't let the world judge 

you and say you are wrong in keeping the Holy Days, New Moons, or 

Sabbaths.  Rather than do away with the Sabbath, these verses 

show that Gentile Colossians were admonished to let nothing 

dissuade them from faithfully keeping the times God has ordained. 

 Galatians 4:8-11  Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye 

did service unto them which by nature are no gods.  But now, 

after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how 

turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye 

desire again to be in bondage?  Ye observe days, and months, and 

times, and years.  I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon 

you labour in vain. 

 The days, months, times and years referred to here are not 

God's special times. Some Gentile Galatians were returning to the 

pagan times they had observed prior to becoming Christians.  Paul 

was warning them not to do this. 

 Romans 14:5-6  One man esteemeth one day above another: 

another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully 

persuaded in his own mind.  He that regardeth the day, regardeth 

it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord 

he doth not regard it.  He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for 

he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he 

eateth not, and giveth God thanks. 

 This passage does not refer to the Sabbath, but to times of 

eating or not eating, i.e., fast days.  

 

Sunday Worship is Pagan 

Sun Worship 

 

 Ezekiel 8:15-18  Then said he unto me, Hast thou seen this, 

O son of man? turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater 

abominations than these.  And he brought me into the inner court 

of the Lord's house, and, behold, at the door of the temple of 

the Lord, between the porch and the altar, were about five and 

twenty men, with their backs toward the temple of the Lord, and 

their faces toward the east; and they worshipped the sun toward 

the east.  Then he said unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of 

man?  Is it a light thing to the house of Judah that they commit 

the abominations which they commit here? for they have filled the 

land with violence, and have returned to provoke Me to anger: 

and, lo, they put the branch to their nose.  Therefore will I 

also deal in fury: Mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have 

pity: and though they cry in Mine ears with a loud voice, yet 

will I not hear them. 

 Deuteronomy 4:19  And lest thou lift up thine eyes unto 

heaven, and when thou seest the sun, and the moon, and the stars, 

even all the host of heaven, shouldest be driven to worship them, 

and serve them, which the Lord thy God hath divided unto all 

nations under the whole heaven. 

 Deuteronomy 17:2-5  If there be found among you, within any 

of thy gates which the Lord thy God giveth thee, man or woman, 

that hath wrought wickedness in the sight of the Lord thy God, in 



transgressing his covenant, And hath gone and served other gods, 

and worshipped them, either the sun, or moon, or any of the host 

of heaven, which I have not commanded; And it be told thee, and 

thou hast heard of it, and inquired diligently, and, behold, it 

be true, and the thing certain, that such abomination is wrought 

in Israel: Then shalt thou bring forth that man or that woman, 

which have committed that wicked thing, unto thy gates, even that 

man or that woman, and shalt stone them with stones, till they 

die. 

 Job 31:26-28  If I beheld the sun when it shined, or the 

moon walking in brightness; And my heart hath been secretly 

enticed, or my mouth hath kissed my hand: This also were an 

iniquity to be punished by the judge: for I should have denied 

the God that is above. 

 Jeremiah 8:2  And they shall spread them before the sun, 

and the moon, and all the host of heaven, whom they have loved, 

and whom they have served, and after whom they have walked, and 

whom they have sought, and whom they have worshipped: they shall 

not be gathered, nor be buried; they shall be for dung upon the 

face of the earth. 

 II Kings 23:5  And he [Josiah] put down the idolatrous 

priests, whom the kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense in 

the high places in the cities of Judah, and in the places round 

about Jerusalem; them also that burned incense unto Baal, to the 

sun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all the host of 

heaven. 

 

Sun, Fire, and Serpent, Worship Comes From Babylon 

 

 Worshipping on Sunday goes back at least two thousand years 

before Jesus Christ.  Shortly after the flood in Noah's time, 

Nimrod and his mother-wife, Semiramis, founded the great pagan 

religions.  Sun worship is related to fire worship.  Both are in 

reality a worship of the fiery serpent, the great red dragon, 

Satan the Devil. 

 From the beginning at the Tower of Babel, sun worship 

spread throughout the ancient world.  Documentation for this is 

found in The Two Babylons by Alexander Hislop, and Babylon 

Mystery Religion, by Ralph Woodrow (available from Giving & 

Sharing). 

 On pages 226-227, Hislop states, "Nimrod is singled out by 

the voice of antiquity as commencing this fire-worship . . . .  

The sun, as the great source of light and heat, was worshipped 

under the name of Baal [another name for Nimrod, who was Satan's 

earthly representative] . . . .  the sun, under that name [Baal] 

was worshipped in the earliest ages of the world . . . .  The 

beginning, then, of sun- worship and of the worship of the host 

of the heaven, was a sin against the light -- a presumptuous, 

heaven-daring sin.  As the sun in the heavens was the great 

object of worship, so fire was worshipped as its [the sun's] 

earthly representative . . . .  Along with the sun, as the great 

fire-god, and, in due time, identified with him, was the serpent 



worshipped . . . the serpent is universally the symbol of the 

sun.  In Egypt, one of the commonest symbols of the sun, or sun-

god, is a disc with a serpent around it.  The original reason of 

that identification seems just to have been that, as the sun was 

the great enlightener of the physical world, so the serpent was 

held to have been the great enlightener of the spiritual, by 

giving mankind the `knowledge of good and evil' . . . we have 

evidence, both Scriptural and profane, for the fact, that the 

worship of the serpent began side by side with the worship of 

fire and the sun." 

 

Satan Behind Sun Worship 

 

 Most pagan religions, with their many and varied gods and 

goddesses, worshipped the sun as their main deity.  Lucifer meant 

"light bringer."  However, he rebelled and became Satan, 

"adversary."  Rebellious mankind has always worshipped Satan as a 

light bringer instead of worshipping the true Creator, II 

Corinthians 4:4.   In Revelation 12:3, Satan is called "a great 

red dragon," which could also be translated "a fiery dragon, 

fiery serpent, or Serpent of Fire." 

 

Sun Worship In Rome 

 

 Israel profaned the Sabbath and substituted Baal worship, 

which is sun worship.  Sun-worship was the dominant religion in 

all ancient civilizations, spreading from Mother Babylon to 

India, China, Africa, Greece, Rome, Mexico, South America, Egypt 

and Europe.  Sun worship was a very prominent religion and Sunday 

was the main day of worship in the pagan Roman Empire by the time 

of Jesus Christ, just as it was in ancient pagan Babylon.  Today, 

false religions do the same thing. 

 Hislop, page 236, "In Pagan Rome, this fire-worship and 

serpent-worship were sometimes separate, sometimes conjoined; but 

both occupied a pre-eminent place in Roman esteem."  Page 238, 

"Now, if this worship of the sacred serpent of the Sun, the great 

fire-god, was so universal in Rome, what symbol could more 

graphically portray the idolatrous power of Pagan Imperial Rome 

than the `Great Fiery Serpent'?  No doubt it was to set forth 

this very thing  that the Imperial standard itself -- the 

standard of the Pagan Emperor of Rome, as Pontifex Maximus, Head 

of the great system of fire-worship and serpent-worship -- was a 

serpent elevated on a lofty pole, and so coloured, as to exhibit 

it as a recognised symbol of fire-worship." 

 Julius Caesar became Pontifex Maximus 40-50 years B.C.  

From that time until Emperor Justinian, the Roman Emperors were 

heads of the state religion of fire- serpent-sun worship.  In the 

6th Century A.D., Justinian submitted to the head of the Roman 

Catholic Church.  Thereafter, the Popes became the Pontifex 

Maximus of the Babylonian Mystery Religion. 

 

Sun-day and The Planetary Week 



 

 The weekly cycle has been preserved by the Jews.  The first 

six days of the week are numbered.  The seventh day of the week 

is called the Sabbath.  Pagans in worshipping the sun, moon and 

stars (planets, which look like stars), borrowed the Hebrew 

seven-day week and gave names to each day of the week to signify 

worshipful adoration of the heavenly bodies.  The week with 

astronomical names for the days is called the "planetary week."  

It appears that Jews in Alexandria, Egypt, had a role in this 

amalgamation of paganism and the Creator's ways. 

 In ancient Babylon, "evil days" were set apart on the 7th, 

14th, 21st and 28th days of the month.  The seventh day of each 

Babylonian week was called a shabattum.  Instead of a day of 

spiritual and physical joy and rest, the Sabbath was termed an 

"ill omen," a day on which the pagans had to afflict themselves 

and do penance, not eat flesh cooked upon coals, nor change 

garments (Webster's Rest Days, p. 230, 232).  "This seven-day 

week, in its astrological form . . . probably first appeared . . 

. [in] Syria, certainly not before the second century B.C. had 

passed . . . thence to Alexandria . . . and about the age of 

Augustus (31 B.C.-14 A.D.) . . . into the Occidental (Roman) 

land" (Ibid., pages 218-219). 

 The English language for the days of the planetary week 

borrowed the Teutonic versions of Roman and Greek gods' names: 

 

 Planetary Week Heavenly 

 Name   Body 

 

 Sunday  Sun 

 Monday  Moon 

 Tuesday  Mars 

 Wednesday  Mercury 

 Thursday  Jupiter 

 Friday   Venus 

 Saturday  Saturn 

 

 Samuele Bacchiocchi, in his book, From Sabbath to Sunday, 

pages 242-246, gives evidence that the planetary week was in 

popular existence in Rome before the time of Christ.  "Various 

Sun-cults were predominant in ancient Rome by the early part of 

the second century [A.D.].  That these attracted the imagination 

and interest of Christian converts from paganism, we found 

evidenced by the development of the theme of Christ-the-Sun, and 

by the adoption of the eastward orientation for prayer [true 

Christians are inclined to pray to the north, where God's throne 

is located, Psalms 48:2] and of the date of the 25th of December 

. . . .  The valorization of the day of the Sun over that of 

Saturn, as a result of the diffusion of the Sun-cults, possibly 

oriented Christians (who desired to differentiate themselves from 

the Sabbath of the Jews) toward such a day.  This choice however, 

it must be stated again, was not motivated by their desire to 

venerate the Sun-god on his day, but rather by the fact that its 



symbology could fittingly commemorate two important events of the 

history of salvation -- creation and resurrection:  `it is on 

this day that the Light of the World has appeared and on this day 

that the Sun of Justice has risen.'  Moreover, the day of the Sun 

enabled Christians to explain also the Biblical mysteries to the 

pagan world by means of an effective symbology that was very 

familiar to them." (pages 268-269). 

 "The early Christians had at first adopted the seven-day 

week with its numbered week days, but by the close of the third 

century A.D., this began to give way to the planetary week.  The 

use of planetary names [Monday, etc.] attests to the growing 

influence of astrological speculations introduced by the converts 

from paganism" (Webster's Rest Days, page 252). 

 "[Roman Emperor] Constantine's famous edict (321 A.D.) 

definitely enrolled Sunday among the holidays of the Roman State 

religion.  The change from Saturn's day [Saturday, the Sabbath] 

to Sunday must have further commended the planetary week in 

Christian circles, where the Lord's Day . . . beginning the week, 

had long been observed as the day on which Christ, the Son of 

Righteousness [supposedly] rose from the dead.  Thus a pagan 

institution [Sunday observance] was engrafted upon Christianity" 

(Ibid., p. 222).  This edict commanded that "On the venerable day 

of the sun let all magistrates and people . . . rest" (Schaff-

Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge, article "Sunday 

Legislation"). 

 Emperor Constantine was a pagan sun worshiper who saw that 

religion could be a unifying factor in his kingdom.  "Constantine 

. . . persevered till he was near 40 years of age in the practice 

of the established religion [of pagan sun worship].  But the 

devotion of Constantine was more peculiarly directed to the 

genius of the sun . . . the sun was universally celebrated as the 

invincible guide and protector of Constantine," (Gibbon's Decline 

and Fall of the Roman Empire, Vol. I, pages 636-638).  Even after 

Constantine's supposed "conversion," he continued his devotion to 

the Sun.  His enforcement of Sunday worship, under the guise of 

Christianity, continued to brand followers of the state catholic 

religion with the mark of pagan sun worship. 

 "The SABBATH -- which word means REST' -- depicts the kind 

of eternal REST from sin which God has in mind for man.  But 

ironically, Satan by deluding man into keeping the fiery day of 

the Sun -- SUNDAY -- causes man to commemorate the kind of rest' 

Satan has in mind for man -- the rest' of eternal death brought 

about by sin" (Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course, 

Lesson 30, page 5). 

 

Christmas, December 25, 

and Sun Worship 

 

 The adoption of December 25 for the celebration of the 

birth of Christ is the most striking example of the influence of 

Sun worship on Romish Christians.  It is a well-known fact that 

the pagan feast of dies natalis Solis Invicti -- the birthday of 



the Invincible Sun was held on December 25, long before Christ.  

Church fathers were careful to admit that they borrowed the date 

from pagans.  However, Mario Righetti, renowned Catholic 

liturgist, writes,  "After the peace [of the Council of Nicaea] 

the Church of Rome, to facilitate the acceptance of the faith by 

the pagan masses, found it convenient to institute the 25th of 

December as the feast of the temporal birth of Christ, to divert 

them from the pagan feast, celebrated on the same day in honor of 

the `Invincible Sun' Mithras, the conqueror of darkness."  In the 

East, the birth of Christ was celebrated on January 5 and 6. 

 

Sun Worship in Roman 

Catholic Church 

 

 The Roman Catholic Church rites and ceremonies are loaded 

with relics borrowed directly from pagan sun worship.  Hislop, 

pp. 162-163, notes that the wafer used by the Roman Catholic 

Church in their "sacrifice of the Mass" is round like the sun, 

and symbolically has been carried over from sun worship.  "In 

Egypt, the disk of the Sun was represented in the temples, and 

the sovereign and his wife and children were represented as 

adoring it . . . .  In the great temple of Babylon, the golden 

image of the Sun was exhibited for the worship of the Babylonians 

. . . .  In the worship of Baal, as practised by the idolatrous 

Israelites in the days of their apostasy, the worship of the 

sun's image was equally observed; and it is striking to find that 

the image of the sun, which apostate Israel worshipped, was 

erected above the altar.  When the good king Josiah set about the 

work of reformation, we read that his servants in carrying out 

the work, proceeded thus (2 Chron. xxxiv.4): And they brake down 

the altars of Baalim in his presence, and the images (margin, 

SUN-IMAGES) that were on high above them, he cut down.' . . . And 

here, in a so-called Christian Church, a brilliant plate of 

silver, in the form of a SUN,' is so placed on the altar, that 

every one who adores at that altar must bow down in lowly 

reverence before that image of the Sun.'  Whence, I ask, could 

that have come, but from the ancient sun-worship, or the worship 

of Baal?  And when the wafer is so placed that the silver SUN' is 

fronting the `round' wafer, whose roundness' is so important an 

element in the Romish Mystery, what can be the meaning of it, but 

just to show to those who have eyes to see that the Wafer' itself 

is only another symbol of Baal, or the Sun." 

 

Sunday Keeping Resulted 

From Anti-Jewish Bias 

 

 Besides the planetary week and its Sunday worship, another 

major factor led to the introduction of Sunday in the professing 

Christian world in the early part of the Second Century, 

beginning at Rome.  This was a strong anti-Jewish sentiment.  In 

addition, Jews hated Christians.  All these factors led some 



professing Christians to change from Sabbath to Sunday as the day 

of worship. 

 The Roman Empire had originally recognized Judaism as a 

legal religion, and even shown respect and admiration for their 

religious principles.  Because of the Sabbath, early Roman 

emperors exempted Jews from military service.  That was all to 

change in the years just after the Messiah's death. 

 Paul's letter to the Romans indicates that the Gentile-

Christian element (of pagan descent) in Rome was the majority, 

while Jewish-Christians there were a minority.  The Jewish-

Christian minority seems to have created "disputes" (Romans 14:1) 

over the value of the law, 2:17, the need for circumcision, 2:25-

27, and salvation by obedience to the law, chapters 3, 4, 5, and 

foods offered to idols, chapters 14-15.  In A.D. 49, Emperor 

Claudius expelled Jews from Rome supposedly for having "rioted 

constantly at the instigation of Chrestus [Christ]."  There may 

have been up to 50,000 Jews in Rome at this time.  Converted Jews 

like Aquila and Priscilla were expelled along with non-Christian 

Jews, Acts 18:2.  This shows that Roman police had not yet come 

to distinguish Christians from Jews. The situation was changed in 

64 A.D., when Emperor Nero identified the Christians as a 

separate entity, blaming them for arson in setting Rome on fire, 

which in fact Nero started.  Tacitus reports that Nero "fastened 

the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class 

hated for their abomination, called Christians by the populace."  

Nero had married Poppea Sabina, a Jewish proselyte and friend of 

the Jews.  Some historians think Nero was instigated by the Jews 

to blame the Christians.  Both Jewish and Christian groups in 

Rome tried to distance themselves from the other. 

 Nero's death removed the Jews from favor.  Nationalistic 

Jewish feelings led to the first (A.D. 66-70) and second (A.D. 

132-135) Jewish wars.  Between the wars, anti-Jewish riots 

occurred in Alexandria, Caesarea and Antioch.  Jewish revolts 

occurred in Mesopotamia, Cyrenaica, Palestine, Egypt and Cyprus 

in which they slaughtered thousands in revenge.  In the end, the 

Jews became a scattered homeless people.  Christians often 

suffered as victims of these outbursts of Jewish violence, 

because they were regarded as traitors to the Jewish faith and 

competitors because they were gaining more converts than the Jews 

did. 

 In 70 A.D., the Romans destroyed the Temple and ended the 

first Jewish war.  Some 600,000 to 1,000,000 Jews perished, and 

97,000 were taken captive.  In the second, or Barkokeba War, 

580,000 Jews were killed in action, besides numberless who died 

of hunger and disease.  The Romans suffered many casualties as 

well.  All of Judaea became almost a desert.  Under Vespasian 

(A.D. 69-70), both the Sanhedrin and office of High Priest were 

abolished, and worship at the destroyed temple site was 

forbidden.  Emperor Hadrian (A.D. 117-138) prohibited any Jew, 

under penalty of death, to enter the area of the new city.  He 

outlawed the practice of the Jewish religion and particularly the 

observance of the Sabbath. Jews were singled out for a 



discriminatory tax to finance the pagan temple of Jupiter 

Capitolinus, built in Jerusalem on the old Temple site.   Leaders 

of the Church of Rome introduced Sunday worship to distinguish 

Christians from Jews and avoid payment of this discriminatory 

tax. 

 Roman writers railed against the Jews in such a way that 

would make Goebbles and Hitler applaud.  Seneca (ca. 4 B.C. -- 

A.D. 65) referred to the Jews as an "accursed race," and 

especially was against their Sabbath-keeping:  "By introducing 

one day of rest in every seven, they lose in idleness almost a 

seventh of their life, and by failing to act in times of urgency 

they often suffer loss."  Persius, 34-62 A.D., said that the 

Jewish Sabbath was proof that superstition enslaves man.  For 

Martial (ca. A.D. 40-104), circumcised Jews and their Sabbath 

were a synonym for degradation.  Plutarch (ca. A.D. 46-119) 

labeled the Jews as a superstitious nation and singled out their 

Sabbath-keeping as a time of drunkenness.  Juvenal was against 

the corrupting influence of Jews who spent "each seventh day in 

idleness, taking no part in the duties of life."  The historian 

Tacitus (ca. A.D. 55-120) wrote, "All their customs are perverse 

and disgusting" and as a people, they are "singularly prone to 

lust."  Perhaps some of this was well-deserved, because Jews had 

severely departed from the Eternal.  Nevertheless, true 

Christians keeping the Sabbath had to face guilt by association 

with the hated Jews. 

 

Apostate Christians Were Anti-Jewish 

 

 By the time of Roman Emperor Hadrian (A.D. 117-138), most 

"Christians" in the Roman Empire were reconciling themselves to 

the empire, and at the same time trying to distance themselves 

from Jews.  Hadrian was virulently anti-Jewish, but sympathetic 

toward the Romish Christians.  A plethora of anti-Jewish 

literature came forth from the so-called Christians.  The Epistle 

to Diognetus (ca. 200 A.D.) states, "As to their scrupulosity 

concerning meats, and their superstition as respects the 

Sabbaths, and their boasting about circumcision and their fancies 

about fasting and the new moons, which are utterly ridiculous and 

unworthy of notice . . . ."  This literature emphasized the Jews 

as a wicked people who were guilty of murdering the Messiah. 

 There were four factors influencing the false Christians to 

go against the Sabbath:  (1) Rome was fighting the Jews, (2) 

Christians were barred from synagogues and often directly 

persecuted by Jews, (3) Imperial Rome worshipped the sun and were 

anti-Sabbath, although they somewhat protected the Christians, 

recognizing that they were not a nationalistic threat, and (4) 

Judeo-Christians in the Church, insisting on literal observance 

of certain Mosaic regulations, fostered resentment among Gentile 

Christians. 

 

Judaizers Made the Sabbath Repugnant to Others 

 



 The Jerusalem conference of Acts 15 did not rid the Church 

of Jews who insisted Gentiles be circumcised and obey all the 

Jewish rites and customs.  Their continuing influence in the 

Church caused the Sabbath to be degraded in the eyes of others. 

 Irenaeus, Bishop of Antioch (A.D. 98-117) argued against 

judaizing Christians, "Let us therefore no longer keep the 

Sabbath after the Jewish manner, and rejoice in days of idleness 

. . . .  But let every one of you keep the Sabbath in a spiritual 

manner, rejoicing in the meditation on the law, not in the 

relaxation of the body, admiring the workmanship of God [the 

creation] . . . ." 

 From Irenaeus, we move to Barnabus (Epistle of Barnabus, 

A.D. 130-138) who totally repudiates the Sabbath.  He argues that 

the seventh day rest is a picture of the millennium when Christ 

will return, that sanctification of the Sabbath is impossible for 

man at the present since man is impure and unholy, and that God 

has explicitly stated that "Your New Moons and Sabbaths I cannot 

endure," therefore the present Sabbaths are not acceptable to 

Him, but only the one which is future.  Thus, for Barnabus, the 

Sabbath has no validity in this present world.  Further, he lauds 

"the eighth day," Sunday, as a foretaste of the Sabbath of the 

millennium, and the day on which Christ (supposedly) rose from 

the dead. 

 

Justin Martyr Attacks Sabbath 

 

 In order to distance themselves from the hated Jews, 

apostate Gentile "Christians" needed to divorce themselves from 

Jewish religious customs and rites, and substitute new ones.  

Justin Martyr  (ca. A.D. 100 - ca.165)  wrote  a  most 

devastating and systematic condemnation of the Sabbath.  He said 

that the Sabbath was a temporary ordinance, derived from Moses, 

and not intended to be kept literally.  The Sabbath, Justin says, 

was imposed by God on the Jews as "a mark to single them out for 

punishment they so well deserved for their infidelities."    To 

Trypho, Justin explains, "We, too, would observe your 

circumcision of the flesh, your Sabbath days, and in a word, all 

your festivals, if we were not aware of the reason why they were 

imposed upon you, namely, because of your sins and your hardness 

of heart." 

 Justin's arguments are: 

 (1) There were no Sabbaths and festivals before Moses, and 

they are not needed now. 

 (2)  God does not intend the Sabbath to be kept because He 

does not stop controlling the universe on that day, and the 

priests violated the Sabbath with the sacrifices. 

 (3) There is a new dispensation in which Christians are to 

observe a perpetual Sabbath not by idling one day but by 

abstaining themselves continually from sin:  

 "The New Law demands that you observe a perpetual Sabbath, 

whereas you consider yourselves pious when you refrain from work 

on one day of the week, and in doing so you don't understand the 



real meaning of that precept.   You also claim to have done the 

will of God when you eat unleavened bread, but such practices 

afford no pleasures to the Lord our God.  If there be a perjurer 

or thief among you, let him mend this ways; if there be an 

adulterer, let him repent; in this way he will have kept a true 

and peaceful Sabbath." 

 (4) Justin felt that the Sabbath and circumcision are not 

to be observed, since he feels they are the signs of the 

unfaithfulness of the Jews, imposed by God to distinguish and 

separate them from other nations. 

 Justin says "Sunday, indeed, is the day on which we all 

hold our common assembly because it is the first day on which 

God, transforming the darkness and prime matter, created the 

world; and our Saviour Jesus Christ rose from the dead on the 

same day." Thus, he links the pagan day of the sun with the first 

day of creation.  He also emphasized that Sunday is "the eighth 

day" and fulfills spiritually the rite of circumcision, which was 

done on the eighth day.  It is interesting to note that ancient 

Rome had an eight day week, or nundimae based upon a custom of 

holding market day every eight days. 

 

Sabbath Changed From 

Feast to Fast Day 

 

 Marcion (ca. A.D. 144) ordered his followers "to fast on 

Saturday . . . .  Because it is the rest of the God of the Jews . 

. . we fast in that day in order not to accomplish on that day 

what was ordained by the God of the Jews."  For the Jews, the 

Sabbath was anything but a day of fast or mourning.  Even the 

strictest Jewish sects objected to fasting on the Sabbath.  The 

transformation of the Sabbath from a day of feasting and joy to a 

day of fasting and mourning was a measure taken by the Church of 

Rome in order to enhance Sunday worship.  Marcion was expelled 

from the Church of Rome because of his dualistic-Gnostic views, 

but the custom of fasting on the Sabbath was retained.  The 

Eastern church and other areas were not in favor of Sabbath 

fasting, and gave special reverence to both Saturday and Sunday.  

The Sabbath fast came to Rome even before Marcion, possibly from 

the (false) custom of fasting on the Sabbath before "Easter 

Sunday."  In spite of the protests from Eastern churches, Rome 

maintained Sabbath fasts until the Eleventh Century. 

 Sometimes the Day of Atonement falls on the Sabbath.  Times 

of crisis or urgency may dictate fasting on the Sabbath to get 

one closer to the Almighty.  But generally, the Sabbath should 

not be a fast day. 

 Friday and Sabbath fasting were Roman Christian attempts to 

show sorrow for the time Christ was taken away under death, and 

contempt for the perpetrators of His death, the Jews.  Pope 

Sylvester (A.D. 314-335) wrote in defense of Sabbath fasting:  

"If every Sunday is to be observed joyfully by the Christians on 

account of the [supposed] resurrection, then every Sabbath on 

account of the burial is to be regarded in execration of the 



Jews."  In addition, Roman Catholic churches did not take the 

Eucharist on the Sabbath, nor did they hold church meetings.  

Thus, Rome led the effort to wean Christians away from the 

Sabbath and enhance Sunday worship exclusively. 

 

Easter/Passover Controversy 

 

 Irenaeus traces the origin of Easter Sunday to Bishop 

Sixtus (ca. A.D. 116-ca. 126), who administered the Church of 

Rome during the time of Emperor Hadrian.  Hadrian prohibited 

Jewish festivals, and apostate Christians instituted the new 

Easter Sunday to avoid appearing to be "Judaizers" to the Roman 

authorities.  

 There is a direct relationship between observing an Easter 

Sunday and a weekly Sunday as a day of worship.  Each Sunday is 

held to be a "mini Easter" in commemoration of the (supposed) 

resurrection of Christ.  Tertullian states, "On Sunday it is 

unlawful to fast or to kneel while worshipping.  We enjoy the 

same liberty from Easter to Pentecost."  Origin states "The 

resurrection of the Lord is celebrated not only once a year but 

constantly every eight days."  Eusebius says, "While the Jews 

faithful to Moses, sacrificed the Passover lamb once a year . . . 

we men of the New Covenant celebrate every Sunday our Passover." 

 The same causes that led to the abandonment of the Sabbath 

for Sunday were instrumental in the abandonment of Passover for 

Easter:  "the inclination to break away from Judaism" (J. 

Jeremias), to avoid "even the semblance of Judaism" (J.B. 

Lightfoot).  With the abandonment of Passover came the 

abandonment of the Hebrew Calendar.  M. Righetti states that Rome 

and Alexandria after "having eliminated the Judaizing 

Quartodeciman tradition [annual Passover on Nisan 14], repudiated 

even the Jewish computations, making their own time calculations, 

since such a dependence on the Jews must have appeared 

humiliating."  This anti-Jewish sentiment is very much evident 

today in Sabbath keepers who believe in the Biblical Holy Days, 

yet reject the Hebrew Calendar. 

 The Council of Nicaea (A.D. 325) settled the Quartodeciman 

Controversy in favor of Easter.  It enjoined "All the brethren in 

the East who formerly celebrated Easter with the Jews, will 

henceforth keep it at the same time as the Romans, with us and 

with all those who from ancient times have celebrated the feast 

at the same time with us."  Further, Constantine's Nicean letter 

stated "Let us then have nothing in common with the detestable 

Jewish crowd . . . ."  

 

 

The Council of Nicaea was a major turning point in Sabbath 

history.  After 325 A.D., it became illegal and dangerous to keep 

the Sabbath and Passover.  True Christians had to flee! 

 

 



 The Church of Rome led the adoption of Sunday, Easter and 

Christmas (December 25), and the abandonment of the Sabbath and 

Passover.   In all, it was consciously done to oppose the Jews 

and the Sabbath, and to amalgamate truth with the pagan custom of 

Sun worship. 

 

Sabbatarians Claim Sunday 

is the Sabbath 

 

 Today, Sabbatarianism can refer to those professing 

Christians who regard the first day of the week as the Sabbath, 

the continuation of the fourth commandment.  "The transference of 

the name Sabbath to Sunday was first made by Alcuin (8th 

Century)," Encyclopaedia Britannica, article "Sabbatarianism."   

In 1647, the Westminster Assembly Shorter Catechism, question 59, 

stated, "From the beginning of the world to the resurrection of 

Christ, God appointed the seventh day of the week to be the 

weekly Sabbath; and the first day of the week, ever since, to 

continue to the end of the world, which is the Christian 

Sabbath."  Sabbatarians such as Puritans and Scottish 

Presbyterians have instituted rigorous "blue laws" enforcing 

Sunday observance and prohibiting certain business activities on 

Sunday. 

 

Roman Catholics Admit 

Sunday Is Not Biblical 

 

 Catholics claim to have the authority to change worship 

from Sabbath to Sunday. 

 "You may read the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, and you 

will not find a single line authorizing the sanctification of 

Sunday.  The Scriptures enforce the religious observance of 

Saturday, a day which we never sanctify," James Cardinal Gibbons 

(1877-1921), The Faith of Our Fathers (1917 edition), pp. 72-73. 

 "Is Saturday the seventh day according to the Bible and the 

Ten Commandments?  I answer yes.  Is Sunday the first day of the 

week and did the Church change the seventh day -- Saturday -- for 

Sunday, the first day?  I answer yes.  Did Christ change the day? 

I answer no!"  Signed letter of James Cardinal Gibbons. 

 "The Catholic Church, . . . by virtue of her divine 

mission, changed the day from Saturday to Sunday,"  The Catholic 

Mirror, official publication of James Cardinal Gibbons, September 

23, 1893. 

 "Question: Which is the Sabbath day?  Answer: Saturday is 

the Sabbath day.  Question: Why do we observe Sunday instead of 

Saturday?  Answer: We observe Sunday instead of Saturday because 

the Catholic Church transferred the solemnity from Saturday to 

Sunday,"  Peter Geiermann, C.S.S.R., The Converts Catechism of 

Catholic Doctrine (1957), p. 50. 

 "Nowhere in the Bible is it stated that worship should be 

changed from Saturday to Sunday . . . .  Now the Church . . . 

instituted, by God's authority, Sunday as the day of worship.  



This same Church, by the same divine authority, taught the 

doctrine of Purgatory long before the Bible was made.  We have, 

therefore, the same authority for Purgatory as we have for 

Sunday,"  Martin J. Scott, Things Catholics Are Asked About 

(1927), p. 136. 

 

Priest Offers $1000 Reward 

for Scripture Authorizing Sunday 

 

 "My brethren, look about you upon the various wrangling 

sects and denominations.  Show me one that claims or possesses 

the power to make laws binding on the conscience.  There's but 

one on the face of the earth -- the Catholic Church -- that has 

the power to make laws binding upon the conscience, binding 

before God, binding under the pain of hell fire.  Take, for 

instance, the day we celebrate -- Sunday.  What right have the 

Protestant churches to observe that day?  None whatever.  You say 

it is to obey the commandment, `Remember the Sabbath day to keep 

it holy.'  But Sunday is not the Sabbath according to the Bible 

and the record of time. 

 "Everyone knows that Sunday is the first day of the week, 

while Saturday is the seventh day, and the Sabbath, the day 

consecrated as a day of rest.  It is so recognized in all 

civilized nations.  I have repeatedly offered $1,000 to any one 

who will furnish proof from the Bible that Sunday is the day we 

are bound to keep, and no one has called for the money.  If any 

person in this town will show any scripture for it, I will 

tomorrow evening publicly acknowledge it and thank him for it.  

It was the Holy Catholic Church that changed the day of rest from 

Saturday to Sunday, the first day of the week.  And it not only 

compelled all to keep Sunday, but at the Council of Laodicea, 

A.D. 364, anathematized those who kept the Sabbath and urged all 

persons to labor on the seventh day under penalty of anathema. 

 "Which church does the whole civilized world obey?  

Protestants call us every horrible name they can think of -- 

anti-Christ, the scarlet colored beast, Babylon, etc., -- and at 

the same time profess great reverence for the Bible, and yet by 

their solemn act of keeping Sunday, they acknowledge the power of 

the Catholic Church. 

 "The Bible says: `Remember the Sabbath day to keep it 

holy.'  But the Catholic Church says, `No, keep the first day of 

the week,' and the whole world bows in obedience." 

 

"Father" T. Enright 

Roman Catholic Priest 

Kansas City, MO 

 

Catholics Do Not Accept 

the Bible Only 

 

 "If we consulted the Bible only, we should have to keep 

holy the Sabbath Day, that is, Saturday,"  John Laux, A Course in 



Religion for Catholic High Schools and Academies, 1936 edition, 

vol. 1, p. 51. 

 "Regarding the change from the observance of the Jewish 

Sabbath to the Christian Sunday, I wish to draw your attention to 

the facts: 

 "(1) That Protestants, who accept the Bible as the only 

rule of faith and religion, should by all means go back to the 

observance of the Sabbath.  The fact that they do not, but on the 

contrary observe the Sunday, stultifies [causes them to appear 

foolish] them in the eyes of every thinking man.  

 "(2) We Catholics do not accept the Bible as the only rule 

of faith.  Besides the Bible we have the living Church, the 

authority of the Church, as a rule to guide us.  We say, this 

Church, instituted by Christ to teach and guide man through life, 

has the right to change the ceremonial laws of the Old Testament 

and hence, we accept her change of the Sabbath to Sunday.  We 

frankly say, yes, the Church made this change, made this law, as 

she made many other laws, for instance, the Friday abstinence, 

the unmarried priesthood, the laws concerning mixed marriages, 

the regulation of Catholic marriages and a thousand other laws. 

 "(3) We also say that of all Protestants, the Seventh-day 

Adventist denomination is the only major Protestant denomination 

that reasons correctly and is consistent with its teaching. It is 

always somewhat laughable, to see the Protestant churches, in 

pulpit and legislation, demand the observance of Sunday, of which 

there is nothing in their Bible."  

"Father" Peter R. Kraemer, 

Catholic Church Extension Society, Chicago, Illinois 

 

Catholics Claim Power to 

Change Bible Laws 

 

 Daniel 7:25  And he shall speak great words against the 

most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and 

think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his 

hand until a time and times and the dividing of time. 

 "The Catholic Church . . . by virtue of her divine mission, 

changed the day from Saturday to Sunday,"  The Catholic Mirror, 

September 23, 1893. 

 "The Catholic Church of its own infallible authority 

created Sunday a holy day to take the place of the Sabbath of the 

old law,"  Kansas City Catholic, February 9, 1893. 

 "Question -- How prove you that the Church hath power to 

command feasts and holydays?  Answer -- By the very act of 

changing the Sabbath into Sunday, which Protestants allow of [by 

observing it]; and therefore they fondly contradict themselves, 

by keeping Sunday strictly, and breaking most other feasts 

commanded by the same church,"  Priest Henry Tuberville, An 

Abridgement of the Christian Doctrine, p. 58. 

 "Protestants . . . accept Sunday rather than Saturday as 

the day for public worship after the Catholic Church made the 

change . . . .  But the Protestant mind does not seem to realize 



that in accepting the Bible, in observing the Sunday, they are 

accepting the authority of the spokesman for the church, the 

Pope,"  Our Sunday Visitor, February 5, 1950. 

 "It was the Catholic Church which, by the authority of 

Jesus Christ, has transferred this rest [from the Bible Sabbath] 

to Sunday . . . .  Thus the observance of Sunday by the 

Protestants is an homage they pay, in spite of themselves, to the 

authority of the [Catholic] Church,"  Monsignor Louis Segur, 

Plain Talk About Protestantism of Today, 1868, p. 213. 

 "Question -- By what authority did the Church substitute 

Sunday for Saturday?  Answer -- The Church substituted Sunday for 

Saturday by the plentitude of that divine power which Jesus 

Christ bestowed upon her,"  Peter F. Geiermann, The Convert's 

Catechism of Catholic Doctrine, 1923 edition, p. 59. 

 "If Protestants would follow the Bible, they should worship 

God on the Sabbath Day.  In keeping the Sunday they are following 

a law of the Catholic Church,"  Albert Smith, Chancellor of the 

Archdiocese of Baltimore replying for the Cardinal in a letter 

dated February 10, 1920. 

 "All of us believe many things in regard to religion that 

we do not find in the Bible.  For example, nowhere in the Bible 

do we find that Christ or the Apostles changed [the day of 

worship] from Saturday to Sunday.  We have the commandment of God 

given to Moses to keep holy the Sabbath Day, that is the 7th day 

of the week, Saturday.  Today most Christians keep Sunday because 

it has been revealed to us by the Church outside the Bible,"  

Article, "To Tell You The Truth," The Catholic Virginian, October 

3, 1947, p. 9. 

 "We Catholics, then, have precisely the same authority for 

keeping Sunday holy instead of Saturday as we have for every 

other article of our creed; namely, the authority of the 

[Catholic] Church . . . whereas you who are Protestants have 

really no authority for it whatever; for there is no authority 

for it in the Bible, and you will not allow that there can be 

authority for it anywhere else.  Both you and we do, in fact, 

follow tradition in this matter; but we follow it, believing it 

to be a part of God's word, and the [Catholic] Church to be its 

divinely appointed guardian and interpreter; you follow it [the 

Catholic Church] denouncing it all the time as a fallible and 

treacherous guide, which often `makes the commandments of God of 

none effect' [Matthew 15:6],"  The Brotherhood of St. Paul, The 

Clifton Tracts, Vol. 4, tract 4, p. 15. 

 "For ages all Christian nations looked to the Catholic 

Church, and, as we have seen, the various states enforced by law 

her ordinances as to worship and cessation of labor on Sunday.  

Protestantism, in discarding the authority of the Church, has no 

good reason for its Sunday theory, and ought logically, to keep 

Saturday as the Sabbath.  The State in passing laws for the due 

Sanctification of Sunday, is unwittingly acknowledging the 

authority of the Catholic Church, and carrying out more or less 

faithfully its prescriptions.  The Sunday as a day of the week 

set apart for the obligatory public worship of Almighty God is 



purely a creation of the Catholic Church,"  John Gilmary Shea, 

American Catholic Quarterly, January 1883, p. 139. 

 "Question -- What Bible authority is there for changing the 

Sabbath from the seventh to the first day of the week?  Who gave 

the Pope the authority to change a command of God?  Answer -- If 

the Bible is the only guide for the Christian, the Seventh-day 

Adventist is right, in observing the Saturday with the Jew . . . 

.  Is it not strange that those who make the Bible their only 

teacher, should inconsistently follow in this matter the 

tradition of the Catholic Church?"  Bertrand Conway, The Question 

Box, 1903 edition, pp. 254-255, 1915 edition, p. 179. 

 "Reason and common sense demand the acceptance of one or 

the other of these alternatives:  either Protestantism and the 

keeping holy of Saturday, or Catholicity and the keeping holy of 

Sunday.  Compromise is impossible,"  Catholic Mirror, September 2 

and December 23, 1893. 

 "Prove to me from the Bible alone that I am bound to keep 

Sunday holy.  There is no such law in the Bible.  It is a law of 

the holy Catholic Church alone.  The Bible says `Remember the 

Sabbath day to keep it holy.'  The Catholic Church says, No.  By 

my divine power I abolish the Sabbath day and command you to keep 

holy the first day of the week.  And lo!  The entire civilized 

world bows down in reverent obedience to the command of the Holy 

Catholic Church,"  Priest Thomas Enright, CSSR, President of 

Redemptorist College, Kansas City, Missouri, in a lecture at 

Hartford, Kansas, February 18, 1884. 

 "From this same Catholic Church you [Protestants] have 

accepted your Sunday, and that Sunday, as the Lord's day, she has 

handed down as a tradition; and the entire Protestant world has 

accepted it as a tradition, for you have not an iota of Scripture 

to establish it.  Therefore that which you have accepted as your 

rule of faith, inadequate as it of course is, as well as your 

Sunday you have accepted on the authority of the Roman Catholic 

Church,"  D.B. Ray, The Papal Controversy, p. 179. 

 

Protestants Admit Sabbath is Biblical, Not Sunday 

 

 ANGLICAN/EPISCOPAL: "The Bible commandment says on the 

seventh-day thou shalt rest.  That is Saturday.  Nowhere in the 

Bible is it laid down that worship should be done on Sunday,"  

Philip Carrington, Anglican Archbishop of Quebec, quoted in 

Toronto Daily Star, October 26, 1949. 

 "We have made the change from the seventh day to the first 

day, from Saturday to Sunday, on the authority of the one holy, 

catholic, apostolic church of Christ,"  Episcopal Bishop Seymour, 

Why We Keep Sunday. 

 "And where are we told in the Scriptures that we are to 

keep the first day at all?  We are commanded to keep the seventh; 

but we are nowhere commanded to keep the first day . . . .  The 

reason why we keep the first day of the week holy instead of the 

seventh is for the same reason that we observe many other things, 

not because the Bible, but because the church, has enjoined it," 



Isaac Williams, Plain Sermons on the Catechism, vol. 1, pp. 334, 

336. 

 "There is no word, no hint, in the New Testament about 

abstaining from work on Sunday . . . .  Into the rest of Sunday 

no divine law enters . . . .  The observance of Ash Wednesday or 

Lent stands exactly on the same footing as the observance of 

Sunday,"  Canon Eyton, The Ten Commandments, pp. 52, 63, 65. 

 BAPTIST: "There was and is a commandment to keep holy the 

Sabbath day, but that Sabbath day was not Sunday . . . the 

Sabbath was transferred from the Seventh to the First day of the 

week . . . .  Where can the record of such a transaction be 

found?  Not in the New Testament -- absolutely not.  There is no 

scriptural evidence of the change of the Sabbath institution from 

the Seventh to the First day of the week . . . .  Of course, I 

quite well know that Sunday did come into use in early Christian 

history as a religious day, as we learn from the Christian 

Fathers and other sources.  But what a pity that it comes branded 

with the mark of Paganism, and christened with the name of the 

sun-god, then adopted and sanctified by the Papal apostasy, and 

bequeathed as a sacred legacy to Protestantism," Dr. Edward T. 

Hiscox, paper read August 20, 1893, at a Baptist ministers' 

meeting at Saratoga, New York. 

 "The Lord's Day [sic. `Sunday'] is not sanctified by any 

specific command or by any inevitable inference.  In all the New 

Testament there is no hint or suggestion of a legal obligation 

binding any man, whether saint or sinner, to observe the Day.  

Its sanctity arises only out of what it means to the true 

believer,"  J.J. Taylor, The Sabbatic Question, p. 72. 

 "I honestly believe that this commandment [the Sabbath 

commandment] is just as binding today as it ever was.  I have 

talked with men who have said that it has been abrogated 

[abolished], but they have never been able to point to any place 

in the Bible where God repealed it.  When Christ was on earth, He 

did nothing to set it aside; He freed it from the traces under 

which the scribes and Pharisees had put it, and gave it its true 

place.  The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath" 

(Mark 2:27).  It is just as practicable and as necessary for men 

today as it ever was -- in fact, more than ever, because we live 

in such an intense age. 

 "The Sabbath was binding in Eden, and it has been in force 

ever since.  This fourth commandment begins with the word 

`remember' showing that the Sabbath already existed when God 

wrote this law on the tables of stone at Sinai.  How can men 

claim that this one commandment has been done away with when they 

will admit that the other nine (adultery, murder, lying, theft, 

etc.) are still binding?"  Dwight L. Moody, Weighed and Wanting, 

1898, pp. 46-47. 

 "There was never any formal or authoritative change from 

the Jewish seventh-day Sabbath to the Christian first-day 

observance,"  William Owen Carver, The Lord's Day in Our Day, p. 

49. 



 CONGREGATIONALIST: "It is quite clear that, however rigidly 

or devotedly we may spend Sunday, we are not keeping the Sabbath 

. . . .  The Sabbath was founded on a specific, Divine command.  

We can plead no such command for the obligation to observe Sunday 

. . . .  There is not a single sentence in the New Testament to 

suggest that we incur any penalty by violating the supposed 

sanctity of Sunday,"  Dr. R.W. Dale, The Ten Commandments, (New 

York:  Eaton & Mains) pp. 127-129. 

 "The Christian Sabbath [Sunday] is not in the Scripture, 

and was not by the primitive church called the Sabbath,"  Timothy 

Dwight, Theology: Explained and Defended, Sermon 107 (1823 

edition), Vol. III, p. 258. 

 "The current notion that Christ and His apostles 

authoritatively substituted the first day for the seventh, is 

absolutely without any authority in the New Testament,"  Dr. 

Lyman Abbott, Christian Union, June 26, 1890. 

 CHRISTIAN: "It is all old wives' fables to talk of the 

change of the Sabbath from the seventh to the first day.  If it 

be changed, it was that august personage changed it who changes 

times and laws `ex officio' -- I think his name is Doctor 

Antichrist,"  Alexander Campbell (founder of Disciples of 

Christ), The Christian Baptist, February 2, 1824, vol. 1, no. 7, 

p. 164. 

 "The first day of the week is commonly called the Sabbath.  

This is a mistake.  The Sabbath of the Bible was the day just 

preceding the first day of the week.  The first day of the week 

is never called the Sabbath anywhere in the entire Scriptures.  

It is also an error to talk about the change of the Sabbath from 

Saturday to Sunday.  There is not in any place in the Bible any 

intimation of such a change,"  First Day Observance, pp. 17, 19. 

 LUTHERAN: "The festival of Sunday, like all other 

festivals, was always only a human ordinance, and it was far from 

the intentions of the apostles to establish a divine command in 

this respect; far from them, and from the early apostolic church, 

to transfer the laws of the Sabbath to Sunday,"  Dr. Augustus 

Neander, The History of the Christian Religion and Church, Henry 

John Rose, tr. (1843), p. 186. 

 "They [the Catholics] allege the change of the Sabbath into 

the Lord's Day [Sunday], as it seemeth, to the Decalogue [the ten 

commandments]; and they have no example more in their mouths than 

the change of the Sabbath.  They will needs have the Church's 

power to be very great, because it hath dispensed with a precept 

of the Decalogue,"  Melanchthon, The Augsburg Confession, 1530 

A.D., part 2, article 7. 

 "We have seen how gradually the impression of the Jewish 

Sabbath faded from the mind of the Christian Church, and how 

completely the newer thought underlying the observance of the 

first day took possession of the church.  We have seen that the 

Christians of the first three centuries never confused one with 

the other, but for a time celebrated both,"  The Sunday Problem, 

a study book of the United Lutheran Church (1923), p. 36. 



 "But they err in teaching that Sunday has taken the place 

of the Old Testament Sabbath and therefore must be kept as the 

seventh day had to be kept by the children of Israel . . . .  

These churches err in their teaching, for Scripture has in no way 

ordained the first day of the week in place of the Sabbath.  

There is simply no law in the New Testament to that effect,"  

John Theodore Mueller, Sabbath or Sunday, pp. 15, 156. 

 METHODIST: "It is true there is no positive command for 

infant baptism . . . .  Nor is there any for keeping holy the 

first day of the week.  Many believe that Christ changed the 

Sabbath.  But, from His own words, we see that He came for no 

such purpose.  Those who believe that Jesus changed the Sabbath 

based it only on a supposition,"  Amos Binney, Theological 

Compendium (1902 edition), pp. 171, 180-181. 

 PRESBYTERIAN:  "It being expedient to overthrow 

superstition, the Jewish holiday was abolished and as a thing 

necessary to retain decency, order, and peace in the church . . . 

the early Christians substituted what we call the Lord's Day for 

the Sabbath,"  John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, 

I, p. 343. 

 "The Sabbath is a part of the decalogue -- the Ten 

Commandments.  This alone forever settles the question as to the 

perpetuity of the institution . . . .  Until, therefore, it can 

be shown that the whole moral law has been repealed, the Sabbath 

will stand . . . .  The teaching of Christ confirms the 

perpetuity of the Sabbath,"  T.C. Blake, D.D., Theology 

Condensed, pp. 474, 475. 

 

Sunday is A Mark of the Beast 

 

 "Of course the Catholic Church claims that the change [from 

Sabbath to Sunday] was her act . . . .  And the act is a MARK of 

her ecclesiastical power,"  from the office of Cardinal Gibbons, 

through Chancellor H.F. Thomas, November 11, 1895. 

 " . . . Sunday did come into use in early Christian history 

as a religious day, as we learn from the Christian Fathers and 

other sources.  But what a pity that it comes branded with the 

mark of Paganism, and christened with the name of the sun-god, 

then adopted and sanctified by the Papal apostasy, and bequeathed 

as a sacred legacy to Protestantism," Dr. Edward T. Hiscox, paper 

read August 20, 1893 at a Baptist ministers' meeting at Saratoga, 

New York. 

 Sunday observance, along with Christmas, New Year's, 

Easter, etc., is a mark of the beast.  The following scriptures 

explain the beast and the mark of the beast, with our comments in 

brackets: 

 

Roman Empire is the Beast 

 

 Revelation 13:1-8  And I stood upon the sand of the sea, 

and saw a beast rise up out of the sea [Roman Empire, beginning 

31 B.C.], having seven heads [seventh head of prophetic Babylon] 



and ten horns [ten resurrections, or stages, see also Daniel 

7:7], and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name 

of blasphemy. And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard 

[Greco-Macedonian Empire, 333-31 B.C., which was divided into 

four parts], and his feet were as the feet of a bear [Medo-

Persian Empire, 558-333 B.C.], and his mouth as the mouth of a 

lion: [Chaldean Empire of Babylon, 625-538 B.C.  The Roman Empire 

swallowed up and absorbed all the preceding world ruling empires, 

Babylon, Persia, and Greece, and embodied the strongest physical 

and military characteristics of its predecessors] and the dragon 

[Satan] gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.  

And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death [first 

fall of Roman Empire, 476 A.D.]; and his deadly wound was healed 

["Imperial Restoration" of Justinian, 554 A.D., when he 

recognized the supremacy of the Pope and submitted to him]: and 

all the world wondered after the beast. And they worshipped the 

dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the 

beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make 

war with him?  And there was given unto him a mouth speaking 

great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to 

continue forty and two months [1260 prophetic days, or 1260 

years, 554-1814 when Holy Roman Empire was dissolved].  And he 

opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, 

and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.  And it was 

given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them 

[great martyrdom of dark ages, 50 million tortured and killed 

because they resisted the Catholic church]: and power was given 

him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.  And all that 

dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not 

written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation 

of the world. 

 

Catholic Church, Two-Horned Beast, Enforces Mark of Beast 

 

 Revelation 13:11-17  And I beheld another beast [besides 

the first beast] coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns 

like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon [great false universal 

Catholic church].  And he exerciseth all the power of the first 

beast before him [Catholic church patterned itself after Roman 

civil government and is today an ecclesiastical world Empire], 

and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the 

first beast, whose deadly wound was healed [554 A.D.].  And he 

doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven 

on the earth in the sight of men [future miracles by end time 

false prophet], And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the 

means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of 

the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they 

should make an image to the beast [Roman Catholic church 

government, patterned after Roman civil government], which had 

the wound by a sword, and did live.  And he had power to give 

life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast 

should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship 



the image of the beast should be killed [martyrdom of saints when 

the Church turned over "heretics" to the Roman Empire civil 

government for torture and execution]. And he causeth all [the 

Roman Catholic Church forces others to receive the mark of the 

Roman beast], both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, 

to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: And 

that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the 

name of the beast, or the number of his name. 

 "Buy or sell" means being able to buy.  By refusing the 

"mark" one would not be able to earn a living, to earn a wage or 

salary, or to engage himself in business. 

 Roman Emperor Constantine's Edit of 321 A.D. said, "On the 

venerable day of the sun, let the magistrates and people residing 

in cities rest, and let all workshops be closed," Codex 

Justinianus, lib. 3, tit. 12:3; translated in History of the 

Christian Church by Schaff Vol III, p. 380.  The reason for 

Constantine's decree was to harmonize the discordant religions of 

the Empire under one common institution.  Those who resisted 

resting on SUNday and stuck with the Bible Sabbath were 

threatened with death: 

 

To speak of your criminality as it deserves demands more time and 

leisure than I can give . . . .  Why not at once strike, as it 

were, at the root of so great a mischief by a public 

manifestation of displeasure?  Forasmuch, then, as it is no 

longer possible to bear with your pernicious errors [of obeying 

God's Commandment by Sabbath-keeping], we give warning by this 

present statute that none of you henceforth presume to assemble 

yourselves together.  We have directed, accordingly, that you be 

deprived of all the houses in which you are accustomed to hold 

your assemblies: and forbid the holding of your superstitious and 

senseless meetings [on the Sabbath day], not in public merely, 

but in any private house or place whatsoever . . . .  We have 

commanded . . . that you be positively deprived of every 

gathering point for your superstitious meetings, I mean all the 

houses of prayer . . . that any other places be confiscated to 

the public service, and no facility whatever be left for any 

future gathering [on God's Sabbath] in order that from this day 

forward none of your unlawful assemblies may presume to appear in 

any public or private place,  (from Eusebius' Life of 

Constantine, book III). 

 

 Once Sunday was established as a day of worship by 

Constantine, the false church took over the furtherance of 

Sunday.  The Catholic Church became responsible for causing the 

civil government of the Empire to put people to death if they 

refused to keep Sunday.  The Council of Laodicea, 365 A.D., 

stated, "Christians must not Judaize by resting on the Sabbath, 

but must work on that day, resting rather on Sunday.  But if any 

be found Judaizing, let them be declared anathema from Christ," 

Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers Vol. XIX, p. 148.  As a result of 

these laws, no Sabbath-keeper could hold a job.  True Sabbath-



keepers were forced to flee!  Clearly, enforced Sunday keeping is 

a mark of the beast! 

 The "mark of the beast" is the mark of the Roman Empire, 

NOT the Catholic Church.  Remember, Roman Emperor Constantine was 

not a priest but was a civil ruler.  The civil Roman government, 

not ecclesiastical, imposed Sunday as the accepted day of rest 

and worship in the Empire.  But the Catholic Churches forced 

others to take this mark, using the power of the Roman civil 

government to enforce the mark.    

 The Roman Catholic Church even patterned its church 

government after the old Roman civil government.  Myer's Ancient 

History, p. 582, states:  "During the reign of [Pope] Leo I, the 

Church set up, within the Roman Empire, an ecclesiastical state 

which, in its constitution and its administrative system, was 

shaping itself upon the imperial model.  This spiritual empire, 

like the secular empire, possessed a hierarchy of officers."  The 

Encyclopaedia Britannica refers to it as an "Ecclesiastical World 

Empire." 

 About 400 A.D., Augustine declared:  "The holy doctors of 

the church have decreed that all glory of the Jewish [sic.] 

Sabbath is transferred to it [Sunday].  Let us therefore keep the 

Lord's Day as the ancients were commanded by God to do the 

Sabbath" Sabbath Laws, p. 284. 

 Pope Gregory of Rome, anathematized "Those who taught that 

is was not lawful to do work on the day of the Sabbath" (History 

of the Popes, Vol. II, p. 378).  Sabbath-keeping was completely 

obliterated from Rome by the sixth century (Andrews, History of 

the Sabbath, p. 375).  It took another four hundred years to 

accomplish the same evil deed in the Eastern churches. 

 

Those Who Have Mark of Beast Receive Seven Last Plagues 

 

 Revelation 14:9-10  And the third angel followed them, 

saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his 

image, and receive his mark in his forehead,or in his hand, The 

same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God . . . . 

 Revelation 15:1-6  And I saw another sign in heaven, great 

and marvelous, seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in 

them is filled up the wrath of God.  And I saw as it were a sea 

of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory 

over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over 

the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the 

harps of God.  And they sing the song of Moses the servant of 

God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvelous are 

Thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are Thy ways, Thou 

King of saints.  Who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, and glorify Thy 

name? for Thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and 

worship before Thee; for Thy judgments are made manifest.  And 

after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of the tabernacle of 

the testimony in heaven was opened: And the seven angels came out 

of the temple, having the seven plagues, clothed in pure and 

white linen, and having their breasts girded with golden girdles. 



 Revelation 16:1-2  And I heard a great voice out of the 

temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the 

vials of the wrath of God upon the earth. And the first went, and 

poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and 

grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and 

upon them which worshipped his image. 

 

Catholic Church Martyrs Saints 

 

 Daniel 7:21-22, 25  I beheld, and the same horn [the little 

horn, the Catholic Church] made war with the saints, and 

prevailed against them [during the Great Tribulation]; Until the 

Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the 

most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the 

kingdom . . . .  And he shall speak great words against the most 

High and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to 

change times and laws [change Sabbath to Sunday, do away with 

Passover and other Biblical Holy Days and Biblical laws]:  and 

they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the 

dividing of time. 

 Matthew 24:9-24  Then shall they deliver you up to be 

afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all 

nations for My name's sake [coming Great Tribulation]. And then 

shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall 

hate one another.  And many false prophets shall rise, and shall 

deceive many.  And because iniquity shall abound, the love of 

many shall wax cold.  But he that shall endure unto the end, the 

same shall be saved.  And this gospel of the kingdom shall be 

preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and 

then shall the end come.  When ye therefore shall see the 

abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand 

in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)  Then let 

them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:  Let him which 

is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his 

house:  Neither let him which is in the field return back to take 

his clothes.  And woe unto them that are with child, and to them 

that give suck in those days!  But pray ye that your flight be 

not in the winter, neither on the Sabbath day:  For then shall be 

great tribulation [the Great Tribulation is NOT the wrath of God, 

it is the wrath of Satan against the saints], such as was not 

since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall 

be.  And except those days should be shortened, there should no 

flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake [the persecuted saints] 

those days shall be shortened.  Then if any man shall say unto 

you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not.  For there 

shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew 

great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they 

shall deceive the very elect. 

 Revelation 6:9-11  And when he had opened the fifth seal, I 

saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the 

word of God, and for the testimony which they held [martyrdom of 

the Middle Ages]:  And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How 



long, O Lord, holy and true, dost Thou not judge and avenge our 

blood on them that dwell on the earth?  And white robes were 

given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that 

they should rest yet for a little season, until their 

fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as 

they were, should be fulfilled [coming future martyrdom precedes 

return of Jesus Christ]. 

 Revelation 12:9, 12-17  And the great dragon was cast out, 

that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth 

the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels 

were cast out with him . . . .  Woe to the inhabiters of the 

earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having 

great wrath [Satan's wrath, manifested in a great martyrdom of 

the saints], because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.  

And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he 

persecuted the woman which brought forth the man child.  And to 

the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might 

fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished 

for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the 

serpent.  And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood 

after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of 

the flood. And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened 

her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out 

of his mouth.  And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went 

to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the 

commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

 Revelation 17:1-18  And there came one of the seven angels 

which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, 

Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great 

whore that sitteth upon many waters [false church that rules over 

many nations]: With whom the kings of the earth have committed 

fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made 

drunk with the wine of her fornication.  So he carried me away in 

the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a 

scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven 

heads and ten horns.  And the woman was arrayed in purple and 

scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and 

pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and 

filthiness of her fornication:  And upon her forehead was a name 

written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND 

ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH [Roman Catholic religion is a 

continuation of the Babylonian Mystery Religion, and her harlot 

Protestant daughters continue in her spiritual harlotry]. And I 

saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the 

blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered 

with great admiration.  And the angel said unto me, Wherefore 

didst thou marvel?  I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, 

and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads 

and ten horns.  The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and 

shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: 

and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were 

not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, 



when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.  And 

here is the mind which hath wisdom.  The seven heads are seven 

mountains, on which the woman sitteth [Rome has seven hills].  

And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the 

other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a 

short space.  And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the 

eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.  And the 

ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no 

kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the 

beast. These have one mind, and shall give their power and 

strength unto the beast.  These shall make war with the Lamb, and 

the Lamb shall overcome them: for He is Lord of lords, and King 

of kings: and they that are with Him are called, and chosen, and 

faithful.  And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, 

where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and 

nations, and tongues.  And the ten horns which thou sawest upon 

the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her 

desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with 

fire.  For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil His will, and 

to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words 

of God shall be fulfilled.  And the woman which thou sawest is 

that great city [what other great city with seven hills besides 

Rome has a church government which rules over other nations?], 

which reigneth over the kings of the earth. 

 Revelation 18:1-5, 8-10, 20, 24  And after these things I 

saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and 

the earth was lightened with his glory.  And he cried mightily 

with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is 

fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of 

every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.  

For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her 

fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed 

fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed 

rich through the abundance of her delicacies.  And I heard 

another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, 

that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of 

her plagues.  For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath 

remembered her iniquities . . . .  Therefore shall her plagues 

come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall 

be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who 

judgeth her.  And the kings of the earth, who have committed 

fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and 

lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of her burning, 

Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, 

alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour 

is thy judgment come . . . .  Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and 

ye holy apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged you on her . 

. . .  And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, 

and of all that were slain upon the earth. 

 

Mark of Beast Involves Commandment-Breaking 

 



 Revelation 20:4  And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, 

and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them 

that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of 

God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, 

neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their 

hands [why were the millions martyred?  because they refused to 

join in this worship of Church and Empire, they refused to take 

the mark of the beast!]; and they lived and reigned with Christ a 

thousand years. 

 Revelation 14:9-12  And the third angel followed them, 

saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his 

image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, The 

same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God [seven last 

plagues will be poured out on those who have the mark of the 

beast], which is poured out without mixture into the cup of His 

indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in 

the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: 

And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: 

and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and 

his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.  [But on 

the other hand, those who do not take the mark] -- Here is the 

patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments 

of God, and the faith of Jesus. 

 The saints keep the commandments of God; those who have the 

mark of the beast disobey the commandments of God.  Therefore the 

mark of the beast has to do with commandment-keeping!  What 

commandment more than any other has to do with a man's job or his 

business?  the Sabbath! 

 Ephesians 5:5-6  For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor 

unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any 

inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no man 

deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh 

the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience [again, the 

wrath of God, the seven last plagues, come on those who break the 

commandments of God]. 

 Romans 1:18-20  For the wrath of God is revealed from 

heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 

hold the truth in unrighteousness; Because that which may be 

known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto 

them.  For the invisible things of Him from the creation of the 

world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 

made, even His eternal power and Godhead; so that they are 

without excuse. 

 Colossians 3:5-6  Mortify therefore your members which are 

upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, 

evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: For 

which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of 

disobedience. 

 Zephaniah 1:14-17  The great day of the Lord is near, it is 

near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the Lord: 

the mighty man shall cry there bitterly.  That day is a day of 

wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and 



desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and 

thick darkness, A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced 

cities, and against the high towers.  And I will bring distress 

upon men, that they shall walk like blind men, because they have 

sinned against the Lord: and their blood shall be poured out as 

dust, and their flesh as the dung. 

 Daniel 7:25  And he [little horn, the Catholic Church] 

shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out 

the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: 

[what law has been altered by the Roman Empire and Roman Church?  

The Sabbath has been changed!  It is the changing of times and 

laws that wears out the saints because they refuse to accept 

these changed times and laws, and are persecuted and martyred.] 

and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and 

the dividing of time [3 1/2 prophetic years]. 

 

True Sabbath is the Mark 

of God's People 

 

 Just as Sunday worship is the mark of the beast, so true 

Sabbath-keeping is the mark of God upon His saints.  Notice the 

parallels between the Sabbath being a mark on the hand (what you 

do, your work) and the forehead (what you think, your intellect 

or mind) and the mark of the Beast on the hand and forehead: 

 Exodus 31:12-17  And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily My 

Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between Me and you 

throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am the Lord 

that doth sanctify you.  Ye shall keep the Sabbath therefore; for 

it is holy unto you: every one that defileth it shall surely be 

put to death: for whosoever doeth any work therein, that soul 

shall be cut off from among his people.  Six days may work be 

done; but in the seventh is the Sabbath of rest, holy to the 

Lord: whosoever doeth any work in the Sabbath day, he shall 

surely be put to death.  Wherefore the children of Israel shall 

keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their 

generations, for a perpetual covenant.  It is a sign between Me 

and the children of Israel for ever: for in six days the Lord 

made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day He rested, and was 

refreshed. 

 Exodus 13:9  And it shall be for a sign unto thee upon 

thine hand, and for a memorial between thine eyes, that the 

Lord's law may be in thy mouth: for with a strong hand hath the 

Lord brought thee out of Egypt. 

 Deuteronomy 6:1-8  Now these are the commandments, the 

statutes, and the judgments, which the Lord your God commanded to 

teach you, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go to 

possess it:  That thou mightest fear the Lord thy God, to keep 

all his statutes and his commandments, which I command thee, 

thou, and thy son, and thy son's son, all the days of thy life; 

and that thy days may be prolonged.  Hear therefore, O Israel, 

and observe to do it; that it may be well with thee, and that ye 



may increase mightily, as the Lord God of thy fathers hath 

promised thee, in the land that floweth with milk and honey.  

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord: And thou shalt love 

the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and 

with all thy might.  And these words, which I command thee this 

day, shall be in thine heart:  And thou shalt teach them 

diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou 

sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and 

when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.  And thou shalt 

bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as 

frontlets between thine eyes. 

 Deuteronomy 11:18  Therefore shall ye lay up these my words 

in your heart and in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon 

your hand, that they may be as frontlets 

between your eyes. 

 Revelation 7:3  Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the 

sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God 

in their foreheads. 

 Revelation 14:1  And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the 

mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, 

having his Father's name written in their foreheads. 

 The world acknowledges all the other nine Commandments.  

The only one the world totally rejects is the fourth.  The 

Sabbath Commandment sets one apart from the world, and identifies 

one as belonging to God.  The Sabbath is a sign of God on His 

people.  This sign you must have.  

 The mark of the beast, Sunday-keeping, will be forced upon 

the whole world by the revived Roman Empire, at the behest of the 

Catholic Church, in the last days. Computerized control may play 

an integral part of this enforcement.  Don't take the mark of the 

beast!  If you do, you will suffer the seven last plagues!  

 Revelation 18:4  Come out of her, my people, that ye be not 

partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 

 Luke 21:36  Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye 

may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall 

come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. 

 We have shown that Catholics, Lutherans, Anglicans, 

Baptists, Congregationalists, Methodists, Presbyterians and 

Church of Christ all admit that the Bible Sabbath is Saturday, 

not Sunday! 

 

 

Historical Factors Against the Sabbath 

Which Led to Adoption of Sunday Worship 

By Professing Christians 

 

Roman-Jewish Hatred and Constant Wars 

Roman Sun Worship, Anti-Sabbath Bias 

Jewish Persecution of Christians 

Judaizing Christians Who Insisted on Sacrifices 

and Circumcision of Gentile Converts 

 



 

 

 

 

Sunday or Sabbath? 

Which Day Will YOU Choose? 

 

 

Sunday 

 

Religious observance originated in pagan sun worship, enforced by 

Roman government 

 

Not authorized by Bible 

 

 

Not the day of Messiah's resurrection 

 

Not a substitute for the Passover 

Sabbath 

 

Created by God, commemorates the Creation 

 

 

Bible commands Sabbath observance 

 

Generally not a fast day 

 

A day of festive joy 

 

 

 

 

 

Many sources were used for this article.  Credit is especially 

given to the Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course, and 

the booklet The Mark of the Beast, formerly published by the 

Worldwide Church of God; The Christian Sabbath, Which Day is It? 

Saturday or Sunday? published by the Biblical Church of God; and 

the book, From Sabbath to Sunday by Samuele Bacchiocchi.ê     

 

 

When Does Your Sabbath Begin?  

 

 

============================== 

 

______________________________ 

I 

============================== 

have been car pooling to work each day.  A fellow worker and I 

take turns  driving to work.  Late last fall, I needed to tell 



him about the Sabbath.  On  Fridays I would have to get to work 

by 7:00 AM and leave at 4:00 PM, so we would have to drive 

separately on Fridays.  

 

 My friend is a zealous Protestant.  Several days later he 

wanted to know why I keep the Sabbath, so I gave him an article 

to read on the subject.  Later he began discussing the Sabbath 

issue.  As an "honest" student of the Bible, he admitted that 

Sunday is not the Bible Sabbath.  The first issue he was 

concerned with was exactly WHEN the Sabbath begins.  "When does 

your Sabbath begin?" I replied that the Bible indicates that 

Friday sunset is the beginning of the Sabbath.  He said, "do you 

mean that at the exact split second of sundown, the Sabbath 

begins, and that if you are working after this time, it is sin, 

but if you are working before the exact moment of sundown, it is 

not sin?" 

 

Sabbath No Different 

Than Other Commandments 

 

 I replied that such a hairsplitting view was Pharisaical 

and contrary to the spirit of love and obedience to the Creator.  

The Sabbath is no different than any other Biblical law.  There 

are definite,  explicit  dividing  lines  between obedience and 

disobedience.  It is the natural human tendency to attempt to get 

as close to the dividing line as possible.  On the other hand, 

some want to say that there is no dividing line, but instead they 

say there is a large grey area, which gives them a great deal of 

latitude to do as they please.  Like any other Biblical law, the 

Sabbath law has to be rightly interpreted, that is, applied, to 

our personal lives.  

 Let's look at another of the Ten Commandments, "Thou shalt 

not commit adultery."  If adultery is the act of illicit sexual 

intercourse, suppose I get in bed with my neighbor's wife and 

caress her, but don't complete the sexual act.  Would I have 

committed adultery?  Of course.  

 The Messiah came to magnify -- expand to the full spiritual 

intent and purpose -- the law.  He said that even to lust after 

another woman is the same as committing adultery.  

 The Sabbath is no different.  To go right up to the edge is 

NOT keeping the Sabbath in its spiritual intent.  

 

Are You Consistent? 

 

 That is why I try to leave work at 4:00 PM on Fridays when 

sundown is at 4:30 PM.  I want to be on the safe side, and be 

home by sundown.  I don't always make it as a result of busy 

highway traffic, but that could happen even if I left work at 

3:30 PM.  I do NOT want to be at work a few minutes before 

sundown Friday.  It is typical in our office for a "crisis" to 

occur on Friday afternoons. Some "crash project" simply "has" to 

be done.  It must be Satan who causes this to happen.  It is 



often difficult to get off work early in the midst of critical 

work. Nobody said the Christian life was easy.  To go right up to 

the edge is tempting, but to do so would lead to occasionally 

going over the edge, and this would destroy the credibility of my 

religious beliefs in the eyes of my employer.  

 You see, "unconverted" people are often very logical.  They 

can instantly spot religious inconsistencies and contradictions, 

"phonies."  Suppose I did once work a half hour after sunset to 

help out because of a truly critical need.  The next time I 

wanted to leave before the Sabbath, my employer would say "But 

you worked past sundown last time."  If I worked past sundown for 

a big crisis why wouldn't I do it for a crisis almost as big?  

The road to compromise is easy to take, but there is no turning 

back.  Non believers usually respect believers who are totally 

consistent, even if they do ridicule their beliefs.  A believer 

who is unsure of himself will earn no respect.  

 "When does your Sabbath begin?"  My Protestant friend 

wanted to know.  The underlying, unasked question was really, 

"Does your belief make logical sense, and are you consistent in 

doing what you say?" 

 

The Sabbath and Sunset 

 

 Recently, the issue of when the Sabbath begins was 

addressed by Desmond Burke in his article "Sunset," which 

appeared in the September-October 1985 issue of The International 

News, published by Church of God, International, led by Garner 

Ted Armstrong.  Mr. Ted Armstrong has recently written that 

"Sabbath breaking is a sin."  Supposedly he keeps the Sabbath, so 

the article on Sunset would tell us what Sabbath breaking is so 

we would know how not to sin.  One of the major functions of the 

ministry is, and should be, to show God's people their sins. 

 Mr. Burke states that the Bible does not say a new day 

begins at sunset.  He says this is a false assumption that has 

been preached by a Pharisaical dictatorial ministry "born out of 

an insatiable lust to be correct to the letter no matter what the 

cost in human blood, sweat and tears."  The Bible does say the 

Sabbath is "from even to even," Leviticus 23:32.  According to 

Mr. Burke, "Evening is an undefinable period of time during which 

one day fades into history and a new one begins."  Also, he says 

that it is a "satanicallyinspired Pharisee-propagated lie that 

the day ends at sunset."  Mr. Burke says that Jesus died "as the 

sun was setting."  For him, "sunset" could be anywhere from 3:00 

PM to some time after dark.  Burke concludes that if you have the 

right attitude, God will honor you, and there is no reason to 

lose your job for refusing to work a little past sundown. 

Sarcastically, Mr. Burke says that a person that insists in 

getting off work prior to sundown will lose his job and no longer 

have to worry about being off by sundown.  He would not be able 

to provide for his household, and as a result is now worse than 

an infidel,  I Timothy 5:8.  All because of heeding a 

Pharisaically inspired lie.  



 Let us honestly look at the Bible.  

 

A Lesson in Bible Time 

 

 If Sabbath breaking is a sin, punishable by eternal death 

as Garner Ted Armstrong says, then certainly in the Bible we 

ought to be able to find when the Sabbath begins.  

 Exodus 31:12-18 shows that the death penalty was 

administered to Israelites who broke the Sabbath.  They didn't 

have electronic watches nor computerized sunset tables.  They had 

the sun to go by. Would it make sense to administer the death 

penalty for a nebulous law?  It wouldn't be possible for anyone 

to tell who was breaking the Sabbath according to Mr. Burke, 

because for him the Sabbath is "an undefinable period of time." 

 Genesis 1:3-5, 14-18 says that the Eternal uses the sun and 

moon to divide day and night, light from darkness.  Does it 

usually begin to get dark at 3:00 PM in the afternoon?  No.  The 

"evening and the morning" differentiate each day. 

 When the sun went down, it was dark, Genesis 15:17.  This 

began a new day, verse 18.  Jacob stayed for the night at a 

place, because the sun was set, and he lay down to sleep, Genesis 

28:11.  A priest who became unclean by touching a creeping thing 

was "unclean until even." He was to wash himself "and when the 

sun is down, he shall be clean, and shall afterward eat of the 

holy things," Leviticus 22:5-7.  An unclean person had to stay 

out of the camp, wash himself when evening comes on, and when the 

sun was down he could come into the camp again, Deuteronomy 

23:11.  Time and again, when the sun is down (sunset) is a 

distinct Biblical demarcation of time. 

 A hanged dead body was to be buried as soon as the sun was 

down, Joshua 8:29.  Samson gave his thirty wedding guests seven 

days to guess his riddle.  On the seventh and last day the men 

came to him "before the sun went down" with the answer to the 

riddle that they had gotten from his wife, Judges 14:12-18.  At 

the news of Abner's death at the hands of Joab, David fasted 

until sundown, II Samuel 3:35.  He fasted for dead Saul and 

Jonathan until evening, II Samuel 1:12.  

 The morning is when the sun is up, Judges 9:33. In  

darkness the young lions stalk and at sunrise, they go to their 

dens while man gets up and goes to his labor until evening, 

Psalms 104:19-23.  Thus, man is designed to work by day.  

 During Jesus' day, many Jews thought it was wrong for Him 

to heal on the Sabbath.  They came to Him just after sunset 

Saturday night to be healed, Mark 1:32, Luke 4:31,40.  We are not 

to hold grudges, or let our anger build up to the explosion 

point.  This is expressed in the verse "let not the sun go down 

on your wrath," Ephesians 4:26-27.  Don't let the day pass 

without getting rid of your anger.  We are to use the lights God 

created to divide time, to differentiate between day and night.  

In the New Heavens and New Earth, there will be no need for the 

sun and moon, Revelation 21:23, 22:5.  



 Based on the above scriptures, it is evident that according 

to the Bible, sunset divides one day from another.  Far from 

being a Pharisaical Satanic lie, the Sabbath does begin on Friday 

sunset and ends on Saturday sunset.  

 

When Did Jesus Die? 

 

 Jesus did NOT die as the sun was setting, nor did He die 

when the evening sacrifice was being given.  The evening 

sacrifice was given "at even," Numbers 28:4.  The margin explains 

"between the two evenings." the Hebrew phrase here is ben ha 

erevim, which means after sundown and before dark.  Detailed 

proof of this is given in our free article, "Passover: 14th or 

15th?"  The evening sacrifice was given at sundown. 

 The Savior died just after "the ninth hour," Matthew 27:45-

50.  During the time of the spring equinox, sunrise is about 6:00 

AM.  Counting from sunrise, the ninth hour would be about 3:00 

PM.  Jesus said "Are there not twelve hours in the day?" John 

11:9-10.  There are twelve hours of daylight around the time of 

the equinoxes.  During the summer, there are more than twelve 

hours of daylight. During the winter there are less than twelve 

hours of daylight.  Twelve hours of daylight is the median. 

 Some have concluded that days begin and end at 6:00 PM.  

Joseph Bates and other early Adventists in the 1850's observed 

Sabbath all during the year from 6:00 PM Friday to 6:00 PM 

Saturday.  To do this is to use Roman time, which disregards 

sunrise and sunset.  The context of John 11:9-10 disproves such 

an observance.  The day, Jesus said, is when there is light, and 

the night is when there is darkness.  Jesus clearly stated that 

sunset divides day and night. 

 

Did Jesus Relax The Sabbath? 

 

 Matthew 5, 6, and 7 gives the account of the so-called 

Sermon on the Mount. Jesus made the laws of the Old Testament 

much more binding and expanded the law to its full spiritual 

intent.  Jesus said even to look lustfully at a woman is 

adultery, 5:27-28.  Rather than relax or water down the laws, He 

made them stricter.  Those who "break [Greek luo, relax or 

loosen] one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, 

he shall be called the least in the Kingdom of heaven," 5:19.  

Unless our righteousness exceeds -- goes far beyond -- that of 

the Pharisees, we will not be in the Kingdom of Heaven, verse 20.  

 Does it sound like Jesus relaxed the Sabbath?  NO!  The 

Pharisees had added false traditions to the Sabbath,  such as the 

prohibition of healing on the Sabbath. The Bible tells when the 

Sabbath begins: on sunset of the end of sixth day.  The Savior 

went beyond this to the spiritual intent of the Sabbath.  On the 

Sabbath, He demonstrated by His own actions that we must not just 

rest physically on the Sabbath, but we must also perform 

spiritual work of helping others.  Yes at times even attending to 

human needs.  Yet to Mr. Burke, we can now "relax" and not worry 



about working past sundown on the Sabbath. He has totally and 

completely missed the intent of the Sabbath. 

 

Will You Lose Your Job 

Because of the Sabbath?  

 

 Some people ask the question "What if my employer tells me 

he will fire me if I do not work past sundown, or on Saturday?  

Jobs are hard to find.  Should I keep the Sabbath regardless, and 

trust God for another job?" 

 According to Mr. Burke, the answer is "Relax.  Don't throw 

away your livelihood over mint, anise and cumin'." 

 "How am I going to support my family?" you may ask.  It 

takes real courage and faith to obey God.  Time and time we have 

the promise in His Word that if we obey Him, He will bless us. 

Have you ever seen the righteous begging bread? See Psalms 37:25. 

 Here are two cases of Sabbath-keepers who faced the problem 

of not working on the Sabbath.  One man I know is very strong and 

healthy, although he is lazy. He continually showed up late for 

work.  When he asked not to work on the Sabbath he was fired.  

Another man was diligent, a real go-getter. "Why, you do the work 

of two men," he was told.  When it came time to ask for time off 

early for the Sabbath, what do you suppose was the response?  

You're right!  He was allowed to get off. 

 Somebody may indeed lose their job because of the Sabbath.  

God may give you a different, or even better job.  Even if there 

is a period of trial and hardship, the Eternal will never leave 

nor forsake you.  If you seek His kingdom first, all other 

blessings will be added unto you, Matthew 6:31-33. 

 I make this a challenge to anyone: step out in faith, be a 

diligent worker, keep the Sabbath day holy, without compromising, 

and see if the Eternal doesn't bless you. 

 You may lose your job because of the Sabbath and suffer 

temporary economic hardship.  But in the long run, the Eternal 

guarantees to bless you.  To lose your job because of the Sabbath 

does not make you guilty of being an infidel and denying the 

faith, as Mr. Burke twists I Timothy 5:8. 

 

As Wise As Serpents, 

Harmless as Doves 

 

 Over the years that I have observed the Sabbath, I have had 

many different bosses.  Some have ridiculed my beliefs.  I still 

loathe when the time comes that I must inform my supervisor of my 

need for time off early for the Sabbath, or for a Holy Day.  My 

palms sweat, and my knees quake. 

 One time I made the mistake of talking too much religion.  

The arrogant, demanding, self-righteous approach in discussing 

your need to obey God's Sabbath will not work well.  Pray for 

wisdom to say the right thing, and not too much.  Be calm, soft 

spoken, firm and to the point: "My religious beliefs forbid me 

from working from Friday sunset to Saturday sunset.  I would be 



glad to work extra hours at other times if needed."  If your work 

record, no matter how brief, has been outstanding, there will 

seldom be any problem. 

 We need to stand up for our convictions without being 

offensive.  Pray for wisdom to be as wise as serpents, as 

harmless as doves, Matthew 10:16. 

 

Altitude and Fowls Roosting 

 

 Alfred Edersheim, in The Temple, page 179, states 

"Formally, the Sabbath commenced at sunset on Friday, the day 

being reckoned by the Hebrews from sunset to sunset . . . the 

Rabbis mention that the inhabitants of a low-lying city, like 

Tiberias, commenced the observance of the Sabbath half an hour 

earlier, while those who lived on an eminence, such as at 

Sepphoris [near Nazareth], continued it half an hour later than 

their brethren.  If the sun were not visible, sunset was reckoned 

from when the fowls went to roost.  But long before that the 

preparations for the Sabbath had commenced." 

 Thus, it is apparent that altitude and mountainous 

obstructions can affect when the Sabbath begins and ends in your 

area.  Sheridan, Wyoming lies up against the east side of the 

lofty Big Horn Mountains.  Sunset is earlier in Sheridan than in 

towns on the west side of the mountains, even though separated by 

scarcely 50 miles. 

 We have raised chickens and have noticed how each evening 

they all go to roost like clockwork, at or even a little before 

sundown.  The phrase, "to go to bed with the chickens" means to 

retire around sundown, before dark.  Chickens go to roost at 

about the same time each day, regardless of whether the sun is 

visible. They are like a natural sunset clock. 

 

The Sabbath on a Round World 

 

 How can one observe the Sabbath in polar regions during 

periods of continuous daylight or continual darkness?  Doesn't 

this invalidate the sunset to sunset doctrine?  Not whatsoever. 

 An interesting book on this subject is The Lord's Day on a 

Round World, by Robert Odom (Seventh Day Adventist).  During the 

winter at the Arctic Circle and further north, as well as in 

southern polar regions, there are times when the sun is invisible 

for 24 hours, and other times when it is visible for 24 hours or 

longer.  During the time of complete darkness, Sabbath-keepers 

should observe the Sabbath from Friday approximately at noon to 

Saturday noon because that time was when the sun rose and set in 

Arctic midwinter.  That is, before the sun disappeared, it both 

rose and set at noon.  Conversely, during the period of complete 

light, the Sabbath is observed from midnight Friday to midnight 

Saturday, because the sun is at its lowest point around midnight 

during the time of the "Midnight sun."  The rule is clear: at 

whatever time the sun went down before the period of total 

darkness or total light is the time to initiate the Sabbath.  



 In regions below the Arctic Circle, there is never a period 

of 24 hour darkness nor 24 hour sunshine, and whenever the sun 

sets on Friday is the beginning of the Sabbath.  The Antarctic 

region works the same way.  So the skeptic who says the Sabbath 

cannot be observed in polar regions does not have a leg to stand 

on.  We can be glad that the Creator did indeed make it possible 

for His Sabbath to be kept, worldwide! 

 Another question involves the International Dateline.  This 

is an imaginary line west of the Hawaiian Islands, in the central 

Pacific Ocean.  When one crosses this "line" going west, it 

suddenly becomes the next calendar day!  Imagine that it is 

Friday near sunset and you cross the Dateline going west.  Now it 

is suddenly Saturday sunset.  You have "missed" the Sabbath 

altogether! If you crossed the line from west to east, you could 

end up with two consecutive Sabbaths!  Since the Sabbath-keeper 

would not normally be making a boat or plane trip over the 

International Dateline around Friday sunset, this situation 

should rarely, if ever, come up.  When traveling, you should 

always stop and keep the Sabbath where you are, not where you 

have been. 

 

Conclusion 

 

 It is the natural, carnal human approach to either split 

hairs and come up to the edge of sin, or to believe there are no 

boundaries.  On the one hand, we have those who will work until 

4:29 when sunset is 4:30.  On the other hand, we have those who 

will work up until or even after dark and still claim to be 

keeping the Sabbath. Neither are in reality keeping the Sabbath. 

 How you keep the Sabbath is a direct reflection of your 

relationship with your Creator.  "It is a sign between me and the 

children of Israel for ever: for in six days the LORD made heaven 

and earth, and on the seventh day He rested, and was refreshed," 

Exodus 31:17. 

 When man observes the Sabbath, he is imitating his Creator 

and commemorating the creation itself.  You keep the Sabbath and 

the Eternal will keep you! Observing the Sabbath, especially with 

others in fellowship, promotes spiritual health and well being so 

one can remain in the proper relationship with the Heavenly 

Father the other six days of the week.  The Sabbath is a natural 

law without which man spiritually deteriorates. 

 Just like the soil in many parts of the world is seriously 

eroding, so those who pollute the Sabbath by watering it down and 

corrupting it have deep spiritual gullies.  We need to repent of 

our polluting the Sabbath.  See Ezekiel chapter 20. 

 Isaiah 58:13-14, "If thou turn away thy foot from the 

sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the 

sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt 

honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own 

pleasure, nor speaking thine own words:  Then shalt thou delight 

thyself in the LORD; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high 

places of the earth . . . ." 



 Psalm 92, the Sabbath Psalm, is a helpful Sabbath 

meditation.  It points us back to the Sabbath of Creation, and 

forward to the Age of the Eternal Sabbath.  The wicked will 

perish like the grass.  The righteous will flourish like the 

cedars of Lebanon, noted for their vigorous growth, longevity, 

usefulness, fragrance and beauty.  Even in old age we should 

still be green and fruitful, proclaiming that the Eternal is 

upright, our Rock, with no unrighteousness. 

 Let us keep the Eternal Sabbath now, and for all eternity. 

 

Material to Write For 

 

 You may request a free sunset table for your nearest major 

United States city.ê 

 

 

Keeping the Sabbath in a Non-Sabbath World 

 

 

Stocks Close Mixed, Sabbath Up 2 Points In Heavy Trading 

 

On Thursday,  July 17, 1986,  the Sabbath became business news.  

The front page of the Wall Street Journal,  the renowned business 

daily,  carried a feature story,  "Delicate Balance:  Keeping the 

Sabbath and a Worldly Career Tests Religious Jews." 

 

Shomer Shabbat 

 

 The subject of the news story was the 500,000 or 600,000 

American Jews,  mostly Orthodox,  who strictly observe the 

Sabbath.  They are a minority of a minority, for 5 million of 

their fellow Jews do not have the same scruples as the Shomer 

Shabbat (Sabbath observers). 

 As these Sabbath-keepers plunge into the American 

mainstream business world, their religious dedication is being 

tested, as well as the willingness of the majority to tolerate 

the religious practices of the few.  

 

Never Forget the Sabbath 

 

 Wall Street Journal reporter Selwyn Feinstein describes 

several observant Jews,  including Yoni Mozeson,  whose father 

and grandfather are orthodox rabbis. Yoni writes copy for a 

Madison Avenue advertising agency, but is nevertheless true to 

his forebears.  In the winter, Mozeson leaves work on Fridays as 

early as 3 p.m. to be home with his wife before sunset, the 

beginning of the Sabbath.  He takes off as many as 13 days a year 

for Jewish holidays, leaving work early on the days before.  His 

adherence to Bible dietary laws limits what he can eat with 

clients and colleagues.  Mozeson states, "I never forget I'm a 

Jew living in a non-Jewish society." 

 



Pioneering Jewish Sabbath-keepers 

 

 For generations, many strict Jews shunned the outside 

world. Jewish professionals served other Jews.  Since the 1950's 

and 1960's, this has been dramatically changing.  Many Jews began 

attending Ivy League colleges, where they were successful in 

getting kosher kitchens and alternatives to Saturday classes and 

exams, making it easier for other Sabbath-keepers to follow in 

their path. 

 Sabbath observant Jewish women have particular 

difficulties.  They must leave work earlier to prepare Sabbath 

and holiday meals.  Because of their religious convictions, a 

Shomer Shabbat woman may interrupt her career to care for a baby.  

 Most Sabbath-keeping Jews stay in the big cities where 

there are other Jews to share religious and social life, and 

yeshivas, or religious schools for rabbis. 

 

How To Keep the Sabbath 

and Not Lose One's Job 

 

 As the Journal states, "Most problems [of Sabbath 

observance] can be handled by deft planning and a willingness to 

make up for missed time."  Frederick Lawrence, as an assistant 

U.S. Attorney, works "plenty of Saturday nights and Sundays" to 

catch up with work left over from early Friday departures and 

other religious days off.  A Sabbath-observing lawyer advises, 

"you have to make people aware that you're going to be gone." 

 Dietary restrictions can be as easily handled.  A Shomer 

Shabbat account coordinator keeps kosher at client lunches by 

ordering a green salad or fruit plate.  A traveling metallurgist 

buys tuna from a store and turns in a low expense account. 

 

A Test of Religious Conviction 

 

 Many non-Jewish employers are learning to accommodate the 

religious practices of today's pioneering Sabbath-observant Jews.  

Some older Jews are fearful that the expansion of Jews into the 

business mainstream is a threat to the Jewish religion.  They 

believe many of these Jews will gradually give up their Sabbath-

keeping in order to compete in the business world. 

 "The real test," says Samuel Heilman, a professor of 

sociology at Queens College," is whether their children continue 

to be orthodox." 

 

Constant Vigilance 

 

 The Wall Street Journal is to be commended for carrying 

such an informative, thought provoking article. 

 I am a Messianic "Shomer Shabbat," who works in the daily 

business world of a large corporation.  I say hats off to the 

half million Jews who honor the Eternal's Sabbath.  Sometimes I 

too fear that business will lead me away from the Sabbath. Would 



it be possible for me some Friday to "forget" the Sabbath and 

stay late working on a "crash project"?  Yes indeed, it could 

happen.  The answer is, as the Jews say, "constant vigilance."  

We must NEVER forget we are Messianic Sabbath-keepers living in a 

non-Sabbath-keeping world. 

 

Delicate Balance 

 

 There are probably close to half a million non-Jewish 

Sabbath-keepers in the United States.  Seventh-Day Adventists, 

Worldwide Church of God, Church of God 7th Day, Seventh Day 

Baptists, Sacred Name, Independents, etc.  "The world" is 

contrary to the Sabbath.  Messianic Sabbath-keepers' convictions 

are being tested no less than those of Jewish Shomer Shabbat. 

 It is a profound truth that people generally are 

reasonable.  A hard-working employee who is an asset to the 

company, who plans skillfully and is willing to make up for 

missed time, can usually stay Shomer Shabbat and employed.  The 

employer knows that a good employee increases the company's 

profit.  Five or six days from one hard worker is better than six 

or seven days from a lazy one. Let people know where you stand, 

in a positive way, and they will usually respect you for it. 

 The Journal hit the nail on the head.  It is a delicate 

balance, to not let the cares of the business world choke one's 

religious convictions, and especially Sabbath observance.  We 

need to be aware of this, and be lights illuminating this world 

of spiritual darkness. 

 The real test is whether children of Shomer Shabbat will 

continue to be Sabbath-keepers.  Will Sabbath-keepers be diligent 

enough to properly train their children in the Eternal's ways? 

 

Kalal Shabbat 

 

 Unfortunately, there are many Sabbath "keepers" who have 

watered down the Sabbath.  They are like the Reform Jews 

mentioned in the Journal article who wanted to pay a young Jewish 

singer to perform for Saturday afternoon parties, but the strict 

Sabbath-keeping woman and her colleagues would not work on the 

Sabbath.  Jews who take the Sabbath so lightly give the Sabbath a 

bad name. 

 Shomer means "keeper" (Strong's #7763, from #8104 shamar 

"to guard, protect, attend to, be circumspect, take heed, 

observe, preserve, regard, (lay) wait (for), watch."  All these 

words should describe the way we feel about the Sabbath. 

 The word kalal (Strong's #2490, 2491) has the opposite 

meaning: "pollute, profane, to wound, to dissolve, to break, to 

begin (as if by an opening wedge'), defile, prostitute, slay."  

Eight times this word is used in Ezekiel 20 to describe the 

pollution of the Holy Sabbath by the Almighty's own people.  

Another word, tame, (#2930), means "contaminated, defile, 

pollute, make unclean" and is used three times in the same 

chapter. 



 Don't follow the five million American Jews who water down 

and pollute the Sabbath.  Be a Shomer Shabbat (Sabbath Observer), 

not a Kalal Shabbat (Sabbath Polluter).  Keep the Sabbath, and 

the Eternal will keep you!ê 

 

 

The Sabbath and Ecology 

 

 The lanky minister walked slowly towards the podium, as 

over 10,000 people waited in anticipation for his sermon to 

begin.  Before reaching  the lectern, he stopped, leaned over, 

and picked up a piece of paper that someone had carelessly 

littered on the floor.  Dr. Herman Hoeh put the scrap into his 

pocket, arrived at the speaker's stand, and paused, as the 

audience sheepishly squirmed in their seats.  Before opening his 

mouth, he had "preached" one of the most powerful messages I have 

ever "heard."  It is a message that few professed Bible believers 

will heed. 

 Nearly two thousand years before this scene in Canada, 

Jesus taught a similar lesson near the Sea of Galilee, John 6:1-

14.  Multitudes had followed Him around the lake, and there was 

no food for the five thousand men and their families.  Nothing 

except five barley loaves and two little fish freely contributed 

by a small boy.  Jesus had everyone sit down, gave thanks, and 

broke and distributed the pieces of this little lunch.  

Miraculously, everyone was filled.  Then Jesus said to His 

disciples, "Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be 

lost" verse 12.  Twelve baskets remained.  This incident teaches 

us several things:  that an unselfish act of giving is blessed 

and greatly multiplied; that Jesus is the bread of life that we 

need more than physical food.  These and other deep spiritual 

lessons can be gathered from this account.  Yet there is a more 

obvious physical lesson as well.  The Modern Language Bible 

translates verse 12, "Gather up the fragments that are left over, 

in order that nothing may be wasted." 

 The Creator is not wasteful.  He teaches us that thrift and 

economy, rather than waste and wantonness, is the right way of 

life.  Resources are precious, not to be thrown away with no 

thought of tomorrow.  Likewise, our time is valuable and not to 

be wasted.  Everything is to be used judiciously, in a wise and 

careful manner, not thoughtlessly discarded. 

 "He that is slothful in his work is brother to him that is 

a great waster."  Proverbs 18:9.  Why waste your life doing only 

that which produces more material goods to be thrown to the 

garbage heap?  Dedicate yourself to that which is truly 

important:  following the will of the Almighty.  Don't be like 

the prodigal son who "wasted his substance with riotous living" 

Luke 15:13.  Don't let God accuse you of being an unjust steward 

who wasted His goods, Luke 16:1-2.  "He that wasteth his father, 

and chaseth away his mother, is a son that causeth shame, and 

bringeth reproach,"  Proverbs 19:26. 



 From the rubble and ruin of giant "tels," successive cities 

built upon the ruins and garbage piles of older cities, to our 

modern "throw away" society, mankind has left a sorry record of 

wasting this earth's resources, and life itself. 

 "A lazy man won't even dress the game he gets while 

hunting, but the diligent man makes good use of everything he 

finds," Proverbs 12:27 (Living Bible).  "There is treasure to be 

desired and oil in the dwelling of the wise;  but a foolish man 

spendeth it up," Proverbs 21:20. 

 The message of Jesus feeding the thousands from a few 

loaves and fish is the same message of the minister who picked up 

the litter:  conserve and wisely use the resources of food, 

money, time, talents and material goods the Almighty gives you.  

Be efficient.  "Make it do, do without, use it up, wear it out." 

 That is why even the simple practice of recycling is the 

"Christian" thing to do.  I would put it even stronger:  if you 

are not doing what you can to conserve the earth's resources 

through such basic practices such as recycling your aluminum and 

steel cans, old newspapers, kitchen food scraps, and limiting the 

volume of your "throwaways," then you have not even grasped the 

fundamental concepts of the Eternal's ways of life! 

 Granted, this society produces too many material goods of 

inferior quality that have to be thrown away after brief use.  

Useless packaging alone is a sickening waste of this earth's 

resources.  We live in Babylon.  We must come out of it as much 

as possible.  If we are not even attempting to lessen this 

stampede of waste from our effluent society, over the areas of 

which we have control, then we are certainly not following the 

Creator's code for righteous living. 

 Most people are lazy about doing what is right.  It is so 

much easier to toss a can into the garbage, than to crush it, 

store it, and later take a whole pile of cans to a recycling 

center, if you can find one, which usually isn't easy.  If you 

zealously recycle, you might be ridiculed as a "garbage man." 

 One of the great lessons that the observance of the Sabbath 

should teach us is an admiration and respect of nature.  Samuele 

Bacchiocchi in his book, Divine Rest for Human Restlessness 

(pages 204-214) demonstrates how the Sabbath holds the key to the 

solution of the ecological crisis facing mankind.  On the Sabbath 

day, the Christian must leave nature untouched.  To change it by 

building on it or by destroying it would be a violation of 

"rest."  The Sabbath is the day not to alter nature, but to 

admire it as an expression of the beauty and glory of God's 

handiwork, Psalms 19:1. 

 Instead of plundering natural resources, the Sabbath 

teaches us to cease pollution, to appreciate and respect God's 

creation, and especially other human beings.  As Bacchiocchi 

quotes another writer, "What people do to, for, and with others 

and their environment depends largely upon what they think of 

God, nature, themselves and their destiny."  The Ruler created 

the universe.  It is His.  How we dress and keep it, Genesis 

2:15, shows what we think of Him.  If we can't be faithful in 



even little things, how can He entrust us with rulership of the 

universe?  Luke 16:10-12. 

 "Sabbath keeping is an exercise in responsible stewardship 

of the whole earth . . . .  The acknowledgement of God's 

ownership, expressed on the Sabbath by surrendering the right to 

use gainfully human and natural resources, affects the 

Christian's general attitude toward God and the world.  It 

teaches a person to view himself not as a predator but as a 

curator [guardian, protector] of God's creation." 

 The Sabbath presents a vision and a foretaste of "another 

day" Hebrews 4:1-11, beyond the present day when "the earth lies 

polluted under its inhabitants; for they have transgressed the 

laws, violated the statutes, broken the everlasting covenant.  

Therefore a curse devours the earth," Isaiah 24:5-6 (RSV).  

Happily, the Sabbath points to the millennium, when "They shall 

not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain [government]."  

Isaiah 11:6-9.  The creation groans and awaits, Romans 8:21-22, 

the "new heaven and new earth" Revelation 21:1-4, II Peter 3:11-

14.  The time when we shall "build the old waste places" Isaiah 

58:12.  This concept is directly related to the Sabbath, verses 

13-14.  How can we "repair the waste cities, the desolations of 

many generations" Isaiah 61:4 if we are guilty of causing this 

pollution? 

 Abraham Joshua Heschel states in The Sabbath, Its Meaning 

for Modern Man (pages 28-29), "on the Sabbath we live, as it 

were, independent of technical civilization:  we abstain 

primarily from any activity that aims at remaking or reshaping 

the things of space."  Instead, we stand back from and admire the 

creation and its beauty.  To litter, to waste by throwing away 

garbage, is totally out of place on the Sabbath, or any other 

day. 

 The Sabbath should teach us respect for and reverence of 

the Almighty's world.  That is why the simple act of crushing and 

recycling a metal can is for me a religious act.  It is one small 

thing that I can do to show my appreciation for the natural 

resources God gave us on this good earth.  It shows I do not want 

to waste what God has given me.  Metal cans probably should not 

be used at all, but I have no control over this.  I do have 

control over my use and recycling of cans. 

 Recycling is not a new idea.  The Eternal Himself is going 

to conduct the most gigantic recycling campaign of all time:  

"And they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 

spears into pruninghooks:  nation shall not lift up sword against 

nation, neither shall they learn war [or pollution] any more," 

Isaiah 2:1-4. 

 Give a hoot, don't pollute!  Learn this important lesson of 

the Sabbath and the feeding of the five thousand.  Respect and 

honor God's creation and you will inherit all things.ê 

 

 

How to Keep the Sabbath HOLY 

 



Purpose of the Sabbath 

 

 The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.  We 

should keep the Sabbath holy unto the Creator who made it for us.  

How should we keep the Sabbath HOLY? 

 

 Only those who continue to obey God's command to keep the 

Sabbath will finally enter the glorious "rest" of God's Kingdom 

and receive the gift of eternal, spiritual life!  Keeping, or not 

keeping, God's Sabbath reveals our attitude.  Keeping the 

Sabbaths shows that we are willing to forsake our own thoughts 

for periods of time specified by God.  It shows a willingness to 

learn, study, think and meditate on the really important things.  

Sabbath-keeping shows an attitude of simple obedience.  It is a 

test of our attitude, revealing whether we really want to obey 

and depend upon God and receive His Holy Spirit. 

 The purpose of the Sabbath is to rest from physical labor 

and to worship God.  On His Holy Day, we can forget our daily 

routine and draw closer to the Creator God in study, meditation, 

and prayer, and have a foretaste of our glorious future eternal 

rest.  By thinking upon God, the purpose of human existence, 

God's revealed laws of life and God's plan for mankind, we add 

great strength and meaning to our life.  The Sabbath is truly one 

of the greatest blessings God has bestowed upon mankind.  When we 

keep the Sabbath day, we show faith and belief in God's promise 

of a future eternal rest with a glorified spiritual body in the 

Kingdom of God.  By resting on the Sabbath, we are actually 

"acting out" the Kingdom of God and what it will be like to be 

Sons of God in His Kingdom. 

 God, from the very beginning, set one-seventh of man's time 

to the honoring of the great work of creation which God is 

bringing about within man.  (See Ambassador College Bible 

Correspondence Course, Lessons 27 and 28.)    "When you have 

properly worshipped God on the Sabbath and studied His word and 

its application, and then put it into daily use and on the 

Sabbath Day too, then you will have God's Sabbath sign in the 

true and saving sense.  You will be prepared to enter God's 

Kingdom as a priest and ruler, and, of course, God will save you 

and give you an efficient restful body for service in His eternal 

Kingdom" (Lesson 28, page 11). 

 

Sabbath-Keeping Confusion 

 

 The Jewish Pharisees in Jesus' day had added many do's and 

don'ts to the Sabbath law.  Jesus did not agree with all their 

restrictions.  His healing miracles on the Sabbath seem to show 

that the Messiah went out of His way to show the Jews how wrong 

they were in Sabbath observance. 

 In "breaking" the man-made Sabbath restrictions of the 

Pharisees, did Jesus thereby tell us that there are NO 

restrictions on the Sabbath?  Did He tell us that man may do as 

he pleases on the Sabbath?  By no means!  Let us examine the 



Bible teachings of how to keep the Sabbath, and apply these 

principles to modern day circumstances. 

 Literature from Sabbath-keeping Messianic groups is mainly 

concerned with proving the Sabbath rather than showing how to 

keep the Sabbath.  In an effort to avoid the Pharisaical approach 

of petty laws, modern day Sabbath-keepers give few positive 

statements of Sabbath-keeping.  In fact, they often claim that 

there are no Biblical "do's and don'ts" about the Sabbath.  This 

is not so, for there are many Bible guidelines.  By learning the 

Bible principles of Sabbath-keeping, we answer most of the 

questions about the application of the Sabbath, thus eliminating 

confusion. 

 

Principles of Sabbath-Keeping 101 

 

 Imagine you are taking a college course in Sabbath-keeping.  

You have before you the textbook, the Bible, and the appropriate 

sections marked that relate to the Sabbath (see "Why the Sabbath 

Is Important," Section 1.0 of this series on Biblical Holy Days). 

 These are the Bible principles of Sabbath-keeping: 

 (1) The Sabbath is a day to cease our creating, working 

with the creation, and appreciate what God has done in the world 

and is doing in us, Genesis 2. 

 (2) The Sabbath is a day to realize that man does not live 

by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth 

of God. 

 (3) Heavy food preparation is to be done on the day before 

the Sabbath so that there is no baking or heavy cooking on the 

Sabbath, Exodus 16. 

 (4) We should not do any servile work on the Sabbath.  

This includes our entire family, even our servants and beasts of 

burden and strangers who live among us, Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 

5. 

 (5) We are not to kindle fires for industrial purposes on 

the Sabbath, Exodus 35.  The Eternal's whole intent is to allow 

us to be free to rejoice and rest on the Sabbath, unburdened by 

routine physical responsibilities. 

 (6) The Sabbath is an holy convocation.  We should meet 

with others in worship if at all possible, Leviticus 23.  We 

should read the Bible aloud, study God's laws and statutes, 

Nehemiah 8, Luke 4, Acts 13.  Staying at home is not a Biblical 

Sabbath rule.  In Exodus 16:29, God said, "abide ye every man in 

his place, let no man go out of his place on the seventh day."  

This refers to going outside the camp to gather manna, to do 

physical work of gathering food.  It is not a general prohibition 

against leaving one's abode on the Sabbath. 

 (7) Gathering sticks on the Sabbath is breaking the 

Sabbath, Numbers 15. 

 (8) The Sabbath should be a day of delight and rejoicing, 

a day which we forsake our thoughts and think God's thoughts, 

Isaiah 56, 58. 



 (9) We are not to do unnecessary work on the Sabbath, such 

as carrying burdens, Jeremiah 17, so we can be free to rest and 

worship the Creator. 

 (10) We are not to buy or sell on the Sabbath, Nehemiah 13. 

 (11) In following the Savior's example, we should do good 

on the Sabbath, visit and comfort the sick, contact people and 

serve them, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John.  We should do spiritual 

work on the Sabbath, serving others, John 5. 

 (12) We can pluck a few ears of corn to eat on the Sabbath, 

but not harvest the whole crop, Matthew 12, Mark 2. 

 (13) The Sabbath is a time of prayer, Acts 16:13. 

 (14) The Sabbath is a time to reason with others about 

spiritual principles, and for ministers to teach the word of God, 

Acts 17:2, 18:4, 11. 

 (15) The Sabbath is a time of healing, Matthew 12, Mark 1, 

3, Luke 13, 14, John 5. 

 (16) Singing is a part of Sabbath worship, Ephesians 5:19-

20, Colossians 3:16, Psalms 33:1-3, 92:1-4, 95:1-7, 96:1-3,  and 

98:1-9.  Psalms 92 is called the "Sabbath Psalm" and it speaks of 

singing on the Sabbath. 

 These basic Sabbath principles show that the Bible does 

specify many Sabbath "do's and don'ts." 

 

Jewish Sabbath Rules 

 

 Looking to the history of Sabbath-keeping, we find that the 

Jewish Talmud specified 39 main categories of work prohibited on 

the Sabbath.  Writing more than one letter of the alphabet was 

prohibited.  Practicing medicine was not allowed, unless life was 

endangered.  Hence, a man with a toothache could rinse his mouth 

with vinegar on the Sabbath, as long as he and swallowed it (that 

was eating); but he could not rinse his mouth then spit out the 

vinegar (that was practicing medicine).  Precepts prohibiting 

Sabbath work are suspended in case of danger to life.  "It is 

better to profane one Sabbath for the sake of making possible the 

observance of many Sabbaths" (Yoma, 85b). 

 There are also positive duties of Sabbath observance for 

the Jew:  Wear one's best clothes.  Rejoice.  Eat at least three 

meals during the day.  Read the Kiddush, a special blessing of 

sanctification before the evening meal.  Read the Pentateuch in 

synagogue service (the Sidroth) and the prophets (Haftarah).  

Read a special blessing at the end of the Sabbath, the Havdalah, 

emphasizing the separation and distinction between the Sabbath 

and weekdays. 

 Josephus wrote, "And the seventh day we set apart from 

labour; it is dedicated to the learning of our customs and laws, 

we thinking it proper to reflect on them, as well as on any 

[good] thing else, in order to our avoiding of sin"  (Antiquities 

of the Jews, 16:2:3.) 

 Down through the ages, "More than the Jew kept the Sabbath, 

the Sabbath kept the Jew" by making them a cohesive people who 



knew their God.  Abraham ibn Ezra (12th Century) said, "I keep 

the Sabbath, God keeps me; it is a sign between Him and me." 

 Ultra Orthodox Jews still keep the strictly legalistic 

Jewish Sabbath regulations.  In Jerusalem, Israel today, only 

about 30% of the Jewish population of 340,000 strictly observes 

the Sabbath.  

 According to a 1987 Associated Press story, here is how an 

ultra Orthodox Jew observes the Sabbath:  Before the Jerusalem 

Sabbath siren wails at sundown Friday night, Orthodox Jews 

unscrew the light bulbs in their refrigerators so as not to 

inadvertently turn them on and violate the Sabbath.  They turn 

off their water heaters.  They hide money because it is a 

reminder of daily labor instead of divine rest.  They cut their 

toilet paper in advance because ripping it would violate 

religious regulations.  They light tall white candles moments 

before sundown because striking a match is banned during the 

Sabbath.  These are some of the acts prohibited during the 

Sabbath:  taking a bath, opening an umbrella, touching a pen 

(because they feel writing is work).  Strict but complicated 

"carrying laws" govern what objects may be lifted and how far 

they may be moved.  

 Much of the Sabbath is spent in three long ritual meals, 

usually shared with friends who arrive on foot and interrupted 

frequently by blessings and ancient Hebrew songs.  Each meal 

begins with bread seasoned heavily with salt, which all must eat 

to remind them of coming out of Egypt with Moses.  Cooking is 

forbidden.  Pre-cooked food is kept warm by turning a burner on 

low before the Sabbath and covering it with a copper plate that 

stays hot. 

 Games are permitted during the Sabbath but restricted.  

"Fish" a card game of making pairs, is preferable to "Monopoly" 

which requires use of play money.  Even conversation is 

regulated.  Topics of work, politics or commerce are banned.  

Yitzhak Wexler, a Orthodox Jew, says, "The Sabbath celebration 

following six days of work is an inalterable contract with God.  

Either we keep the contract as God commands, or we lose the 

Jerusalem He gave us." 

 Orthodox Jews strictly limit travel on the Sabbath.  Unless 

one lives within the prescribed allowed walking distance, he 

cannot attend synagogue services. 

 Many of these regulations are well intentioned but carried 

to the extreme.  The Savior condemned the Scribes and Pharisees 

for their picayunish view of the Sabbath, when they ignored the 

big picture, Mark 7:1-13. 

 

A "Sabbath Day's Journey" 

 

 How much travel is allowed on the Sabbath?  Jesus told us 

to pray that our fleeing would not be on the Sabbath, Matthew 

24:20. 

 Jews defined a "Sabbath day's journey" as 2,000 cubits 

(about 1,000 yards) beyond the city walls.  The Mount of Olives 



was about a Sabbath days journey from Jerusalem, Acts 1:12.  In 

Exodus 16:29, God told the Israelites not to go out of their 

places on the seventh day.  The 2,000 cubit limit was conjectured 

from the space to be kept between the ark and the people, Joshua 

3:4, and the circumference outside the walls of the Levitical 

cities to be counted as their suburbs, Numbers 35:5. 

 The "Sabbath day's journey" being 2,000 cubits outside the 

city walls is not a law of God, but an interpretation or 

tradition of the Jews.  Today some may have to travel long 

distances in order to fellowship with brethren on Sabbath worship 

services.  Nevertheless, the principle is that unnecessary travel 

is not consistent with Sabbath rest. 

 

Ox in the Ditch 

 

 In Luke 14:5, Jesus said, "Which of you shall have an ass 

or an ox fallen into a pit, and will not straightway pull him out 

on the Sabbath day?" 

 From this, many have argued that their job was an ox in the 

ditch because their employer required them to work on the Sabbath 

or they would lose their job and be unable to support their 

family.  Or some less liberal would say that an occasional 

"emergency" on the job might require them to work on the Sabbath.  

 To avoid losing their jobs, some have gone ahead and worked 

on the Sabbath and given the whole day's pay as an offering.  

However, "Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and 

sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD?  Behold, to obey 

is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams," I 

Samuel 15:22.  God doesn't want sacrifice and offerings as much 

as sincere trusting obedience! 

 How often do "ox in the ditch" emergencies occur.  The ox 

and the ass are surefooted creatures.  Someday our family hopes 

to ride donkeys down to the bottom of Grand Canyon.  We will be 

literally entrusting our lives to surefooted donkeys, that they 

will not fall off the edge.  The odds against oxen and donkeys 

falling into the ditch on a regular basis are very high.  A 

farmer could go through a whole lifetime and count on one hand 

the times he had to pull cattle or burros out of the ditch.  

Since the Sabbath is one day in seven, the odds are at least 

seven to one against these instances falling on the Sabbath.  Use 

of the "ox in the ditch" principle should be rare indeed! 

 The principle of the ox in the ditch includes such genuine 

emergencies such as personal injuries, burning houses, power 

failures, accidents and other occurrences which would entail 

injury, loss of life or personal property.  It does NOT include 

circumstances when a person pushes his ox into the ditch by not 

properly preparing for the Sabbath.  Nor does it include 

harvesting or plowing on the Sabbath (see Exodus 34:21).  A 

veterinarian once used the "ox in the ditch" principle to justify 

conducting his normal business on the Sabbath.  This is NOT 

proper.  The Savior did not look for people to heal on the 

Sabbath. 



 Of the last days, following the abomination of desolation, 

Jesus said in Matthew 24:20,  "But pray ye that your flight be 

not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day."  This is proof 

that the Sabbath would not be done away, even to the time of the 

end.  An emergency flight, while not strictly prohibited, would 

not be in keeping with God's purpose for the Sabbath, as a day of 

rest, worship and rejuvenation. 

 

Example of the Messiah 

 

 On the Sabbath, Jesus DID NOT: 

 -- sleep until 10:00 A.M. 

 -- stay by Himself and pray and study all day 

 -- prepare a large meal 

 -- buy or sell, or go on a long trip. 

 On the Sabbath, Jesus DID: 

 --attend worship services, where He read and expounded 

Scriptures 

 -- pray to His Heavenly Father and study the Bible 

 -- take a walk through corn fields and appreciated  God's 

creation 

 -- heal people and tend to their physical and spiritual 

needs. 

 

What Should We DO on the Sabbath? 

 

 People legitimately want to know which activities are 

appropriate or inappropriate on the Sabbath.  Should the Sabbath 

be viewed and observed primarily as a time of inactivity? 

 The intent behind our action or inaction is the important 

thing with the Eternal.  The Savior, as we have seen,  spent the 

Sabbath not in restful relaxation but in active service to 

others.  Thus we see that the Sabbath should be viewed as a day 

of special activities rather than of inactivity. 

 People are different and have different physical needs.  

"Resting" on the Sabbath could mean different things to a 

lumberjack and an office worker, or to an older person and a 

youth. 

 Sabbath-keepers sometimes neglect to recognize that their 

children have different needs than adults.  Sitting long hours 

may be a burden to children.  Yes, children should be taught to 

sit still and listen to the adults talk about the Bible and 

spiritual matters.  However, parents should spend quality time 

with their children on the Sabbath, to ensure that it is a day of 

delight for them too. 

 Samuele Bacchiocchi in his book, The Sabbath of the New 

Testament, page 228-231, gives three guidelines for determining 

suitable Sabbath activities:  

 (1) Sabbath activities should be God-centered rather than 

self-centered.  Any recreational activity should not be an end in 

itself, but as a means to express delight in the Lord.  Playing a 

Bible game to see who can score the most points in a competitive 



spirit is selfish.  The challenge is not only to choose the 

proper Sabbath activities, but also to engage in them in a way 

that will contribute to honoring the Eternal. 

 (2) Sabbath activities should ensure the freedom and joy 

of everybody.  A good example is a Sabbath afternoon picnic.  

This activity can be a time of joy for everyone, if adequate 

preparations have been made before the beginning of the Sabbath.  

On the other hand, if some persons have to spend a long time 

during the Sabbath preparing the food, then it deprives them of 

the joy of the Sabbath and this is not right. 

 (3) A third guideline to selecting proper Sabbath 

activities is that they should contribute to our mental, 

emotional and physical renewal, not create exhaustion or 

dissipation.  After the Sabbath is over, you should be mentally 

and physically recharged to face another work week.  

 Truly, everyone can experience the joys of the Sabbath by 

following these overall guidelines. 

 

How People of All Ages 

Can Keep the Sabbath 

 

 Children:  Dress up,  play games with the family,  listen 

to Bible Stories,  ask questions on Bible from their parents,  

not play with  neighborhood friends, not engage in competitive 

sports. 

 Teenagers:  Dress  up,  play  family Bible games, read  the 

Bible,  listen to family  Bible  Studies,  answer and ask Bible 

questions,  put school work behind them,  not work on homework, 

not engage in school sports nor activities with non-believing 

friends. 

 Adults:  Put work behind them, no housework, cleaning, 

ironing, washing, heavy cooking.   Dress up, take the family to 

Sabbath services if  available, otherwise conduct a Family Bible 

Study and prayer time.  Take a Sabbath drive and/or walk in a 

beautiful place.  No buying or selling.   Spend time with the 

family!  Visit the elderly.  Read. 

 Elderly:  Invite young people over.  Write letters, Go on a 

walk.  Read.  Do some physical activity in God's creation.        

 

Examples of Sabbath-Breaking 

 

 "More people reject the Sabbath because of the 

unsatisfactory Sabbath observance of Sabbatarians than for any 

other reason . . . .  A non-propagating faith in the Sabbath is a 

dying or dead faith."  (Herbert Saunders in Sabbath Sentinel, 

June 1978, pp. 7,9.) 

 If we are to keep the Sabbath, we had better really keep 

it, and not pollute it.  Also, we must spread the Sabbath truth 

to others or we will lose it. 

 The Bible gives several specific examples of Sabbath 

breaking.  The man who defiantly gathered sticks on the Sabbath, 



Numbers 15:32-36.  Buying or selling on the Sabbath, Nehemiah 

10:29, 31 and 13:32-36. 

 In Amos 8:5, some carnal minded Israelites couldn't wait 

for the Sabbath to end, so they could get back to getting things 

done: "Saying, When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell 

corn?  and the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat . . . 

falsifying the balances by deceit?"   Anyone who counts down the 

hours and minutes of the Sabbath, feeling that the Sabbath is a 

burden, has missed the whole purpose and intend of God's Holy 

Day.  The Sabbath is not a day of can'ts and dont's, but a day of 

delight. 

 Jewish Maccabees such as Mattathias broke the Sabbath.  

They decided "Whosoever shall come against us to battle on the 

Sabbath day we shall fight against him and we shall in no wise 

all die."  The Babylonian Talmud, Sabbath 19a says that in war, 

Sabbath laws are suspended.  Carnal warfare is condemned by God, 

but these Sabbath-breaking Jews had totally departed from Him. 

 The Worldwide Church of God, as Joseph Hopkins noted, has 

"a more relaxed approach to the Sabbath" than they used to 

(Christianity Today, April 1, 1977).  The Worldwide Church has 

allowed contractors to work at Ambassador College, Big Sandy, 

Texas on the Sabbath, as I personally observed in 1972.  The 

excuse given was that the church had no control over the 

contractors, and it was the contractor's responsibility when to 

complete the job.  In reality, with a multitude of companies 

vying for a contract, it is easy for the manager to stipulate no 

Sabbath work in the contract.  After all, he is paying the bill! 

 In early 1974, the Ambassador Auditorium was in its final 

stages of construction, and was behind schedule.  The church's 

leader ordered the contractors to work on the Sabbath in order to 

complete the building by the desired time. 

 Money, a root of evil, has led some groups to break the 

Sabbath.  Rather than just collect money on the Sabbath, they 

have spent a great deal of work processing tithes and offerings 

and depositing them in the bank!  One year I was Assistant 

Treasurer for a Feast of Tabernacles site at Jekyll Island, 

Georgia.  There were eight to ten thousand people present.   On 

the Holy Day, as usual, a collection was taken up during the 

morning service.  As part of my responsibilities, I had to 

immediately leave with garbage cans full of money to a large back 

room of a building in town.  A team of many dozens of church 

members opened the envelopes, stamped the checks, counted the 

paper money and coins, and filled out bank deposit slips.  This 

took several hours of hard work, so we missed the afternoon 

service.  When the money was all counted and ready for deposit, 

myself and the chief treasurer took it to a local bank.  The bank 

officials were amazed to see such a large deposit of about 

$100,000.  All this work we did on the Sabbath.  It could have 

been done the next day after the annual Sabbath.  However, the 

church organization didn't want to lose a single day's worth of 

interest.  So we, like dumb sheep, obeyed and broke God's Holy 



Sabbath!  I later came to my senses and repented of this gross 

Sabbath breaking. 

 A personal friend, a church deacon, had a teenage son who 

wanted to play a little league baseball game on the Sabbath.  He 

took the son to the game, and justified it by saying that God 

would use the situation to teach his son a lesson by causing him 

to lose the game!  This deacon failed to realize that God doesn't 

work that way, and that parents are responsible for their 

children living at home to observe the Sabbath. 

 Ronald L. Dart, in the Spring 1987 Twentieth Century Watch, 

article, "Keeping the Sabbath Holy," p. 10, said, "There is 

nothing in the fourth commandment to prohibit money or goods 

changing hands on the Sabbath."   He says that the example 

against this in Nehemiah is a narrow judgment for that day only.  

The truth is, money is the result of work.  Money is wages, labor 

turned into currency.  Nehemiah 13:15-22 is a living principle 

for all time.  If we keep God's Sabbath holy, we will not pollute 

God's Holy Day in such manner.  When you buy gasoline, food or 

other items, unless it is an "ox in the ditch," you force someone 

else to work, which is a direct violation of the Fourth 

Commandment. 

 To be fair, Mr. Dart's article does have some good points.  

He shows clearly how wrong the Pharisees were in that they could 

see no difference between plucking a couple heads of grain and 

harvesting acres, or between carrying one's bed roll and lugging 

a heavy burden of wares to sell.  A simple human need like hunger 

CAN take precedence over the fourth commandment.  The difference 

is intent.  "One man might have gone out to collect sticks on the 

Sabbath to build fire to keep warm after a sudden [unexpected] 

cold snap -- this man might have gone unpunished while another 

man who performed exactly the same act might have been stoned.  

One was reluctantly working to meet a human need, and the other 

was arrogantly flouting God's law" (p. 11). 

 

Sabbath Pollution Leads to Apostasy 

 

 During the mid-1970's, myself and many others were deeply 

troubled by doctrinal liberalization in Sabbath-keeping groups.  

Why have so many of God's people gone astray?  Where did the 

apostasy begin?  Why is there so little fear of God?  Ezekiel 20 

and Sabbath-keeping church history since the early 1800's teaches 

us a clear lesson that the path to apostasy began with the first 

step of Sabbath pollution. 

 In 1971, the President of the Seventh Day Baptist Milton 

College of Wisconsin admitted to me in a personal interview why 

the Seventh Day Baptist church had declined in numbers:  Seventh 

Day Baptists have not promoted the Sabbath and are considerably 

more liberal as regards Sabbath observance and Biblical inerrancy 

than they used to be.  Most SDB pastors today preach also on 

Sunday to others.  Many Seventh Day Baptists go to church on 

Sabbath, then pursue their own interests the rest of the day.  

They are very ecumenical, stating that Sabbath-keeping is not a 



test commandment nor important in obeying God, nor is it a key 

factor in one having the Holy Spirit. 

 Here were some signs of Sabbath pollution observed at a 

Sabbath-keeping church college in the late 1960's:  Young male 

students played basketball almost up to sundown Friday.  Female 

students made purchases from a nearby grocery store on Sabbath 

afternoon.  The church's leader watched professional basketball 

games on television on the Sabbath.  Given enough time, such a 

tendency of watering down would lead to a total abandonment of 

the Sabbath, and the rest of God's Truth. 

 When you pollute the Sabbath, YOU are polluted, and you 

pollute the Creator's name, Ezekiel 20:24-26, 39.  Just as 

Sabbath pollution led to Israel's captivity in the past, so 

Sabbath pollution leads to the end time apostasy.  Sabbath 

pollution is a "leading spiritual indicator" of a falling away 

from God's Truth. 

 Conversely, restoring proper Sabbath observance is a first 

step in returning a people to their God.  The Sabbath was the 

first thing the Eternal revealed to the children of Israel after 

He led them out of polluted Egypt, Exodus 16.  Proper Sabbath 

observance was a major restoration initiated by Nehemiah with the 

Jews who returned from Babylonian Captivity (which resulted from 

Sabbath breaking in the first place), Nehemiah 13:15-22.  

 You haven't really proven the Sabbath until you keep it!  

Most of us have to LEARN how to keep the Sabbath a delight to the 

maker. 

 

Should You Eat in a Restaurant 

on the Sabbath? 

 

 When I attended the Worldwide Church of God, it was common 

to go to restaurants on the Sabbath, and to buy food in the 

grocery store on the Sabbath.  Indeed, going to a restaurant on 

the Sabbath, and especially the Holy Days,  was a  major custom 

in the church when I attended in the late 1960's. 

 Now, however, I have come to believe that restaurant going 

is improper Sabbath conduct, for three reasons:  (1) Exodus 16:23 

says that heavy baking and cooking is to be done on the day 

before the Sabbath.  This means ourselves and anybody that fixes 

meals for us, our servants.  (2)  The fourth commandment says 

that we and our servants must rest on the Sabbath.  By going to a 

restaurant on the Sabbath, one is actively hiring servants to 

work for him.  They would not be employed if people were not in 

the restaurant.  (3) Nehemiah shows that we must not buy food or 

produce on the Sabbath days. 

 Arguments have been raised against our position.  One man 

said that Exodus 16:23 was only a requirement of Israel in the 

wilderness.  When dining out, he says, he is doing no cooking at 

all, and the cooks and waiters are hired by the restaurant owner.  

Ronald Dart says Nehemiah's rules were only applicable to 

Nehemiah's day, not ours.  He wrote, "it is not wrong for you to 



benefit directly or indirectly from the work of others" on the 

Sabbath, pointing to the example of electricity. 

 Use of electricity and restaurant going on the Sabbath are 

tied together by those who say it is not wrong to go to a 

restaurant on the Sabbath.  Certainly the human need of food and 

warmth from the cold at times requires us to use electricity in 

this modern age, although our forefathers got along just fine 

without electrical power.  Electric power companies could switch 

to a low maintenance power supply mode on the Sabbath, which 

would require few if any personnel.  We as Sabbathkeepers should 

limit our usage of electric power on the Sabbath. In the 

millennium, there will not be huge, polluting power plants and 

miles of distribution lines.  The energy system for the world 

tomorrow will be vastly different than what we have today. 

 Food service is one of the largest businesses in the 

western world.  As people become more affluent, they cook less 

and less at home and eat out more often.  The life of the true 

Bible believer is at variance with such worldly trends.  We cook 

natural foods at home, and prepare Sabbath meals before the 

Sabbath begins.  A Sabbath-keeper regularly going to a restaurant 

on the Sabbath or any other day is demonstrating his disregard 

for the Eternal's laws of health.  As Mr. Dart correctly says, 

"The commandment forbids you to require work of anyone who is 

under your control."  You cannot control the electric power 

company.  You can control whether or not a restaurant cook who is 

a "stranger" to you, prepares YOUR food on the Sabbath day. 

 Samuele Bacchiocchi states:  "The Fourth Commandment 

enjoins us to grant freedom to all on the Sabbath, including the 

stranger.  Any attempt to enjoy the freedom and joy of the 

Sabbath at the expense of others represents a denial of the 

values of the Sabbath."  He goes on to show that a Sabbath-keeper 

who buys goods and services on the Sabbath sanctions these 

business transactions, which the scriptures in Jeremiah 17:21-23 

and Nehemiah 13:19-22 clearly condemn.  "Purchasing goods or 

services on the Sabbath, such as eating out in restaurants, will 

turn the mind of the believer away from the sacredness of the 

Sabbath to the secularism and materialism of the world."  Yes, 

there may be emergency situations where one must buy food on the 

Sabbath.  With proper planning, this situation should rarely if 

ever occur. (See The Sabbath of the New Testament, pages 242-

243.) 

 

Three Important Facets 

of Sabbath-Keeping 

 

 How can we apply the principles of the Sabbath?  God gave 

the Sabbath to man as a day of rest and recuperation from a 

vigorous, work-filled week.  We need to take advantage of the 

liberty of the Sabbath.  Enjoy it.  Rest up and "recharge your 

batteries"!  Plan to sleep in a little and not feel guilty about 

it.  Don't be a sluggard, but get a little extra special rest.  

This will relieve you of the stress of daily life. 



 Based upon Isaiah 58:13-14, there are three important parts 

to keeping the Sabbath holy as you should.  Let's look at these 

three facets. 

 (1) Don't do your own ways.  This means your employment, 

enterprises, finances, the serious business of making a 

livelihood and caring for your physical responsibilities.  Devote 

the Sabbath to God's business. 

 (2) Don't find your own pleasure.  As Bill McDowell wrote, 

this means "Your desire, delight, that which you take extra 

pleasure in doing -- hunting, fishing, golfing, swimming, cards, 

movies, boating -- those things which take up the majority of 

your 'leisure' time.  This would also include the many time-

consuming hobbies such as the 'ham' radio operator, woodworking, 

shop, stamp collecting, etc . . . .  Whatever your pleasure, or 

leisure-time activity is, you should not engage in it on the 

Sabbath" (The Good News, March 1968, article "Keep God's Sabbath 

Holy" p. 17).  Instead, engage in God's pleasure on the Sabbath, 

His creation (Revelation 4:11). 

 (3)  Don't speak your own words. Talk about God's way of 

life and His wonderful creation.  Serve God with your mind.  

"Those who can't or don't control their minds call the Sabbath 

bondage, because they can't wait 'til sunset to be about their 

ways and pleasures which they have been thinking about all day 

anyway!" (Ibid.).  Once you get your mind and thoughts on God's 

ways on the Sabbath, you will find out what a real delight and 

joy the Sabbath really is! "Then shalt thou delight thyself in 

the LORD," Isaiah 58:14.  You do this by extra Bible study, 

prayer and meditation.  The Sabbath is the one time of the week 

that nothing should hinder you from becoming completely absorbed 

in God and His word, the Bible. 

 

Preparation For the Sabbath 

 

 The sixth day of the week, which we call Friday, is the 

preparation for the Sabbath, Exodus 16:23.  It is the time to get 

everything ready for the Sabbath so you won't even be tempted to 

do it on the Sabbath.  

 As the saying goes, "the only man who ever had all his work 

done by Friday was Robinson Crusoe."  In this rush, rush world 

you have to address priorities.  There will be things undone.  

Part of keeping the Sabbath is to get the major things done 

before the Sabbath, and on the Sabbath to forget about the minor 

things.   Everything which can be done before the Sabbath should 

be done, such as cooking a roast, baking a cake or pie, cleaning 

house, getting chores done, etc.  Food which will keep ahead of 

time should be prepared on Friday. 

 A good idea for Sabbath-keepers is to keep a checklist, so 

you won't forget something major that has to be done.  The sixth 

day of the week is not the only day to prepare for the Sabbath.  

It is not a day to catch up on what you should have been doing 

all week.  Get the essentials done so that you can greet the 



Sabbath with delight, and completely put chores and work behind 

you. 

 

Sabbath Legalism? 

 

 People naturally have many questions about Sabbath-keeping.  

Bill McDowell wrote, "The main reason God has never 'listed' in 

the Bible any 'do's and don'ts' for the Sabbath is that He wants 

us, as individuals, to learn to think, be personally responsible 

and use the PRINCIPLES He has given us.  It is too easy to lose 

sight of the goal when you have a myriad of legalistic lines 

drawn up for you.  But once you know and can apply the 

principles, you will be able to almost automatically answer your 

own questions." (Ibid., p. 18). 

 This article may expose us to charges of "legalism."  We 

are not attempting to be modern Pharisees, spelling out detailed 

laws and ignoring the big spiritual principles.  In Webster's 

Unabridged Dictionary, "legalism" is defined as:  "strict 

conformity to a code of 

deeds and observances as a means of justification...an adherence 

to the letter as distinguished from the spirit of the law, an 

emphasis on the importance of formulated rules (as for governing 

conduct)."  

 Let us make it plain that law keeping, even Sabbath-

keeping, does not "justify" you, or make your past evil actions 

right with the Almighty.  We are freely justified by grace, 

unmerited pardon, for our past sins.  Being justified, we are 

commanded by the Eternal to obey Him in Spirit and in Truth.  You 

cannot "keep" the Sabbath spiritually without also keeping it 

physically.  To fail to answer specific questions about the 

Sabbath places us on the other side, the liberal side which tells 

the lie that all you have to do is keep the Sabbath in a right 

attitude and forget about the details.  Let us be balanced. 

 

Sabbath-Keeping Questions 

 

 You have studied the course.  Now take the examination.  

Put it into practice, using the Holy Spirit to discern right from 

wrong, with the Eternal's help.  For those interested, we have 

prepared a list of commonly asked questions about Sabbath-

keeping, along with our answers.  Please note that these are 

GENERAL GUIDELINES, of how we would respond most of the time.  

Let us strive for balance.  Keep the Sabbath as a Holy Day, a 

delight to ourselves and to the Almighty who sanctifies it!ê 

 

 

Questions on Sabbath Observance 

 

  Question     Answer 

 

SCHOOL: 

School homework on the Sabbath? 



 

Take a school test on the Sabbath? 

 

Send children to school? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EATING: 

Go to a restaurant? 

 

Buy food at a grocery store? 

 

Wash the dishes? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pick a few vegetables from your garden for a Sabbath salad? 

 

Fast on Sabbath? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No.  Light reading is permissible. 

 

No. 

 

No.  In some parts of Europe, attendance is compulsory on the 

Sabbath.  In  this  case, maybe you should flee!  Resist!  The 

Worldwide Church of God said, "It is better to allow them to 

attend school that half-day than to lose them [the children] 

altogether!  Of course, it's  not ideal -- but it is the best 

thing to do under the circumstances." ("Statement on Sabbath 

Observance," May 1976).  This is compromise. 

 

 

No.  See section earlier in this article. 

 

No. 

 



Generally no.  Depends on how many dishes you have.  Try to 

reduce the output of dirty dishes on the Sabbath.   Use paper 

plates.  If you have plenty  of extra dishes and utensils,  just 

stack  them up and clean them after the Sabbath. 

 

Yes. 

 

 

Generally,  no,  unless it is the Day of Atonement.  The  Sabbath 

is a day of  delight and festive meals.  The apostate Roman 

Church ordered Sabbath fasting to show contempt for Jews.  This 

was a major factor in the switch to Sunday. 

 

Question 

 

FELLOWSHIP: 

Drive a couple of hundred miles to Sabbath services? 

 

 

 

Visit other brethren, have a joint meal, talk about the Bible, 

sing songs together? 

 

Listen to Bible Study sermon tapes. 

 

 

PERSONAL HYGIENE: 

Polish your shoes? 

 

Make your bed? 

 

Take a bath or shower? 

 

Iron dress clothes? 

 

OTHERS WORKING: 

Put mail in your mailbox for Saturday pickup? 

 

Allow a contractor to work on your premises? 

 

Buy non-food items? 

 

RECREATION: 

Go swimming? 

 

 

 

Go to the beach? 

Answer 

 

 



Yes, if that's the closest group of true believers you know of to 

meet with.  Try to limit such traveling so that part of the trip 

is not on the Sabbath. 

 

Yes! 

 

 

Yes, providing they are Bible based. 

 

 

 

No.  You should prepare for the Sabbath. 

 

Yes. 

 

Yes. 

 

No. 

 

No. 

 

 

 

No!  Never! 

 

 

No. 

 

 

Generally no.  On a hot day, you might have a quick dip to cool 

off, depending on the atmosphere of the swimming place. 

 

Maybe a free beach for a picnic and walk along the shore.  If 

there's wall to wall people in a commercial atmosphere, stay 

away. 

Question 

 

Take a drive in the country? 

 

Picnic and barbecue? 

 

Play outdoor games with the family? 

 

 

 

 

 

Play indoor games with the family? 

 

 

 

 



Take a family walk or short hike, to appreciate God's Creation? 

 

Ride a bicycle? 

 

 

 

Camp out over Sabbath? 

 

 

Watch TV sports? 

Answer 

 

Yes. 

 

Yes, but keep cooking work to a minimum. 

 

Yes,  but keep them low key,  without great physical exertion.   

Games such as croquet, catching a ball,  basketball foul shooting 

rather than a rousing game of baseball, basketball or football. 

 

Yes, but make sure such games don't become competitive and  take 

away from Bible Study time.  Games of competition and mental 

exertion are not appropriate on the Sabbath. 

 

Yes! 

 

 

Yes,  if distance is moderate and course is not strenuous, and 

allows you to appreciate God's creation. 

 

Yes.  Pitch  your tent and set up camp before the Sabbath begins. 

 

No. 

 

Watch TV news, nature shows, religious movies like The Ten 

Commandments? 

 

Listen to radio music, play musical recordings? 

 

Play golf?  Hunt on Sabbath? 

 

SOCIAL: 

Go to a funeral? 

 

Yes. 

 

 

Yes.  Remember, the quality of music should be conducive to 

Sabbath rest. 

 

No. 

 



 

God's ministers do not schedule funerals on the Sabbath, because 

Sabbath joy should not be dampened or superseded by other 

emotional events.  Attending funerals of relatives and 

Question 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate weddings? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Receive as guests uninvited relatives and friends? 

 

 

 

 

Answer the telephone? 

 

 

 

 

 

Make telephone calls? 

Answer 

 

close friends should be carefully evaluated.  Perhaps climatic 

conditions and limited facilities may dictate holding funerals 

without delay on any day including the Sabbath.  The Sabbath is 

not to be a day of mourning, but a day of joy!  Righteous Joseph 

of Arimathea rushed to get the Messiah's body down from the stake 

before the annual Sabbath.  The holy women interrupted funeral 

preparations in order to observe the Sabbath, Luke 23:55-56. 

 

Both the Sabbath and marriage are sacred institutions from 

Creation.  The considerable work involved in marriage ceremonies 

would tend to disrupt Sabbath celebration.  Preserve the restful, 



quiet worshipful Sabbath spirit, by not having Sabbath weddings.  

Do not attend a wedding that you know is a divorce and remarriage 

situation. 

 

Yes.  Do not offend others.  However, let them know you are 

keeping the Sabbath and don't fail to attend services and/or have 

a family Bible Study.  You might ask them in the future to drop 

by on some other day. 

 

If you are likely to receive business calls on the Sabbath, get a 

telephone answering  machine.   Otherwise,  you may answer the 

phone and if it is business related, ask the other person to call 

back after sundown. 

 

Yes, to other believers to speak about spiritual matters, or to 

your close  friends or relatives as long as business is not 

discussed. 

Question 

 

Have normal marital relations on Sabbath? 

 

 

 

Conduct church business meetings? 

 

 

 

 

TRAVEL: 

Fly on a commercial aircraft? 

 

 

LAWN AND GARDEN: 

Pick flowers? 

 

 

Pull weeds?  Plant flowers?  Water lawn or garden? 

 

COMMON SABBATH PROBLEMS: 

Perform compulsory public service work, such as garbage 

collection? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Turn on electric lights? 



Answer 

 

Yes.  Sexual intercourse in a Godly marriage is the epitome of a 

loving physical one flesh relationship. 

 

No, unless it is an emergency meeting to deal with problems 

relating to sickness or accidents. 

 

 

 

No. 

 

 

 

Yes,  a few flowers for a bouquet to appreciate the creation. 

 

No. 

 

 

 

No.  Some African countries require such work on the Sabbath.  

The Worldwide Church of God said: "If a man is to be imprisoned 

and taken from his family who rely upon him to provide for and 

support them,  it is better that he perform a public service 

without  pay (e.g. garbage disposal),  if the  law requires it, 

than to allow this to happen . . . .  Those who fail to do so  

are considered `worse than infidels!'."   ("Statement on Sabbath 

Observance," 1976). 

 

Yes.  Large  electric power plants  with  distribution lines are 

not God's way.   Even so,  automated equipment  should make it so 

work is not required.  Limit your power usage on  the Sabbath so 

that others need not work even as we rest. 

Question 

 

Should a Sabbath keeper employed by a secular or religious public 

service organization agree to work routinely on the Sabbath? 

 

 

 

What should a Sabbath keeper do if denied the privilege of 

observing    the Sabbath? 

 

 

How can a minister rest on the Sabbath when he works hardest on 

the Sabbath? 

Answer 

 

No.  Should you work at all?  You need to distinguish between 

essential and non-essential services.  For example,  a fireman 

may respond to an emergency to put out a fire on the Sabbath to 



save life and  property, but not to work on equipment 

maintenance. 

 

Stand for your convictions,  even if it means losing your job.  

See our article, "Keeping  the  Sabbath in a Non-Sabbath World." 

 

"On the sabbath the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath and 

are  blameless,"  Matthew 12:5.  There were special sacrifices 

commanded for that day, Numbers 28:9-10, Leviticus 24:8-9. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHEN does the Sabbath begin and end? 

 

 

 

Is it ever wrong to just rest on the Sabbath and do nothing? 

The priests didn't get another day off during the week.  God's 

instruments today have to work on the Sabbath day to give us 

spiritual nourishment, and this is what the Eternal intends.  

This spiritual work, even though at times physically exhausting,  

is commanded by God.  It is work which provides true rest. 

 

The Sabbath begins at sundown Friday night and ends at sundown on 

Saturday night.  See our article, "When Does the Sabbath Begin?" 

 

Yes!  You should fellowship and communicate with brethren, spend 

time with your family,  visit the sick,  and the elderly, read 

your Bible, pray, meditate, study Spiritual principles.ê_ 

 

The Sabbath and Service 

 

 We live today in a most exciting and yet paradoxical age.  

We can tune our radio and TV receivers to sounds and pictures 

coming from outer space or across the ocean, and yet many persons 

fail to tune their souls to God and to hear His voice.  We can 

race the sun across the sky with supersonic jets, and yet we 

often fail to reach the needy across the street.  We live and 

move among large crowds, and yet many persons are afflicted by a 

deep sense of loneliness or by an identity crisis.  Many seek for 

rest and inner peace by taking vacations, tranquilizers, drugs, 

alcohol; and yet often restlessness, tension, and anxiety remain 

in their inner souls.  We can dial a few numbers and talk 

instantly with someone living in the farthest continent, and yet 

we sometimes fail to communicate with our closest kin: our 

husband, wife, and children.  We can harness many types of 

natural resources to ensure our modern comforts, and yet our very 



existence is being threatened today by the depletion and 

pollution of the natural resources.  To sum it all up, we might 

say that we live today in a paradoxical age where on the one hand 

we enjoy increased knowledge, goods, communication, and comforts, 

while on the other hand many are experiencing increased physical 

exhaustion, emotional frustration, social neglect, inner 

restlessness, and loss of assurance in God's existence and in a 

divine solution to the problems that afflict this world and our 

personal lives. 

 In the light of this existing dilemma, it is well for us to 

consider what contribution the values and the celebration of the 

Sabbath can make toward solving some of these pressing human 

problems.  To guide our reflections on the vital function of this 

divine institution for contemporary human needs, I invite you to 

consider with me four specific areas of service which the Sabbath 

is designed to provide to us as individual believers and to our 

society as a whole.  We shall call these four areas of service 

(1) service to God, (2) service to ourselves, (3) service to 

others, and (4) service to our habitat. 

 

I. The Sabbath As Service To God 

 

 The Sabbath is first of all designed to provide us with 

time and opportunities for serving God.  Repeatedly the 

Scriptures remind us that the seventh day is a sabbath of solemn 

rest, holy to the Lord (Exodus 31:15; 16:23; Leviticus 23:3; c.f. 

Exodus 20:10; Mark 2:28).  Obviously we serve God every day of 

our life.  But our everyday service to God differs from the 

Sabbath service.  Why?  Primarily because during the week we 

offer to God what may be called the Martha type of service, in 

which we acknowledge our Savior while serving an employer and 

meeting the many demands of life.  On the Sabbath, however, we 

offer to God what may be called the Mary type of service, in 

which we desist from gainful employment and from secular pursuits 

in order to fully and wholly honor our Savior. 

 The deliberate act of resting on the Sabbath for God is a 

most meaningful act of worship because it signifies our total 

response to God.  It is an act of worship that is not exhausted 

in the one-hour attendance at the divine service but lasts 

twenty-four hours.  In a sense, here lies the basic difference 

between Sabbath keeping and Sunday keeping, namely, in the 

understanding of the value, significance, and validity of resting 

as an act of worship to God.  Sunday keeping originated primarily 

as an hour of worship followed by ordinary activities.  In spite 

of later attempts made by church councils and Puritans to make 

Sunday into a holy day of rest, Sunday has remained essentially 

an hour of worship.  The recognition of this historical reality 

has led religious leaders such as Christopher Kiesling, a leading 

Catholic liturgist, to urge in his book The Future of the 

Christian Sunday, "the abandonment of rest on Sunday as a 

Christian practice," and the retaining of Sunday as an hour of 

worship.  Some even propose shifting the hour of Sunday worship 



to a more convenient time of the week that would not interfere 

with Sunday leisure. 

 On the contrary, Sabbath keeping is presented in the 

Scriptures as service rendered to God through the consecration of 

the 24 hours of the seventh-day Sabbath.  It is noteworthy that 

the Fourth Commandment does not say, "Remember the Sabbath day, 

to keep it holy by attending Sabbath School and church Service," 

but rather, "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy" by 

working six days and resting on the seventh day for the Lord your 

God.  What this means is that the essence of Sabbath keeping is 

the consecration of time, the act of resting for God on the 

seventh day.  This act of resting for God on the Sabbath is most 

important because it makes all the activities of this day -- 

whether they be the formal divine service or the informal 

fellowship and recreation -- a worship offering to God, because 

they spring from a heart which has deliberately decided to honor 

God on His holy day.  To worship means basically to acknowledge 

the worthiness of God by offering Him our prayers, praises, 

adoration.  The act of resting for God on the Sabbath represents 

our tangible recognition and acknowledgment of God's worthiness, 

and thus it is a most meaningful expression and experience of 

worship. 

 To appreciate the profound religious significance of the 

Sabbath rest as service to God, we need to remind ourselves that 

our life is a measure of time, and the way we spend our time is 

indicative of our priorities.  We have not time for those toward 

whom we feel indifferent, but we find time for those whom we 

love.  To be willing on the seventh day to withdraw from the 

world of things in order to meet the invisible God in the 

quietness of our souls means to show in a tangible way our love, 

loyalty, and devotion to God.  It means to be willing to tune out 

the hundreds of voices and noises that clamor for attention, in 

order to tune our souls to God and to hear His voice.  It means 

not merely to sandwich in one hour of worship for God in a hectic 

day spent seeking for selfish pleasure or profit but rather to 

serve God wholly during the Sabbath; it means to offer to God not 

only lip service but the service of our total being. 

 

II.  The Sabbath As Service 

To Ourselves 

 

 Sabbath keeping means not only service to God but also 

service to ourselves, because the very service we offer God on 

the Sabbath by resting and worshiping Him is designed not to add 

strength or power to God but to enable God to strengthen and 

empower our personal lives.  God does not need our Sabbath rest 

and worship, nor does He need our weekday work.  What He wants is 

a receptive heart, mind, and soul, willing to receive and 

experience His peace and rest that only can fulfill the deepest 

longing of our hearts.  A vital function of the Sabbath is indeed 

to provide us this opportunity to find rest in God.  We read in 

Hebrews 4:10 that on the Sabbath we are to cease from our daily 



work in order to enter God's rest.  In other words, we stop doing 

our work on the Sabbath in order to allow God to work in us more 

freely and fully and thus to enrich us with His peace and rest.  

How can we on the Sabbath enter into God's rest and experience 

divine rest and peace in our lives?  For the sake of brevity, let 

us focus briefly on only two significant ways in which the 

Sabbath can enrich our life with divine rest and peace, namely, 

through the time and opportunity it offers us for meditation and 

renewal.  

 

 1.  Sabbath Meditation 

 

 On the Sabbath we can experience divine peace and rest by 

taking time to meditate in the climate of stillness and free 

reception the day provides.  According to some social analysts, 

the lack of reflection is a fundamental cause of our restless 

culture.  Many live today intensively active, restless lives 

without understanding their true selves, and thus they are ever 

sensing an inner emptiness and disillusionment.  Some will often 

go from one round of activities to another in an attempt to find 

peace and joy by forgetting their inner tensions.  But inner 

peace and harmony are to be found not in forgetting oneself by 

doing an endless round of activities, but rather in discovering 

ourselves by being still.  The psalmist expresses this truth 

eloquently when he says: "Be still, and know that I am God" 

(Psalm 46:10).  For many of us this ideal remains largely 

unfulfilled during the week. 

 The Sabbath, however, by releasing us from the pressure of 

our daily work, provides us with time and opportunities for 

meaningful reflection, and meditation.  Harvey Cox, a 

distinguished Harvard University theologian, tells in his book 

Turning East how he discovered the Sabbath meditation in Boulder, 

Colorado, while researching on Eastern meditation at the Buddhist 

center.  While there, he accepted an invitation from a rabbi to 

celebrate with him "a genuine, old-fashioned Sabbath, . . . 

appreciating the world rather than fixing it,  . . . just 

savoring being rather than doing."  Through this experience he 

discovered that "meditation is in essence a miniature Sabbath."  

In other words, he found that what Eastern meditation promised to 

offer, namely an experience of divine realities, could readily be 

experienced by observing another Eastern-Biblical institution, an 

old-fashioned Sabbath: experiencing being rather than doing, 

appreciating God's world rather than fixing it up.  He noticed, 

however, that Sabbath meditation is superior to Oriental 

meditation, because it does not encourage detachment from the 

realities of this world (a contemplative life instead of an 

active life), but rather it provides a one-day interlude that 

enables a person to live in this world while looking forward to 

the better world to come. 

 I firmly believe that we need to discover more fully the 

Sabbath as a time for reflection and meditation.  We tend to fill 

the Sabbath with so many programs and activities that little time 



is left for enriching reflection and meditation that can give 

texture and quality to our life.  I would like to propose to all 

of us to include a time for meditation in our Sabbath planning.  

Some of you may wish to meditate by yourselves; others may wish 

to join in a group meditation.  Others may prefer to meditate 

while reading devotional literature or while contemplating the 

beauty of nature.  We must allow for diversity in our spiritual 

exercises because we do not all experience divine realities in 

the same way.  The important thing is to take some time out 

during the Sabbath to meditate, to let our mind dwell upon 

spiritual realities.  The time spent in thoughtful meditation 

enriches our moral and spiritual perceptions, more so perhaps 

than, for example, the time spent on Sabbath afternoon listening 

to a panel discussing a controversial theological topic.  Chances 

are, in fact, that listening to a polemical discussion may 

trouble our mind and thus destroy the very peace and rest of the 

Sabbath. 

 I was impressed while studying in Rome to see the impact of 

prayer and meditation on some of my professors and classmates.  I 

saw them taking time for prayer and meditation not only in the 

early morning but also during the 15-minute interval between 

classes.  Some of them would take advantage of those few minutes 

to withdraw into the little chapel for a few moments of prayer 

and meditation.  The effect of these spiritual exercises could be 

seen in their peaceful and serene dispositions.  While prayer and 

meditation is possible and necessary every day, it is the climate 

of stillness and free reception provided by the Sabbath that 

enables us to truly meditate, that is, to discover God and 

ourselves; to truly experience an awareness of God's presence; to 

freely "taste and see that the Lord is good" (Psalm 34:8). 

 The time we spend on the Sabbath resting, worshiping, and 

meditating enables us to restore order and harmony to our 

fragmented lives.  It enables us to restore equilibrium between 

our bodies and our souls, between the material and spiritual 

components of our being.  During the week as we work to produce, 

to sell, to buy, and to enjoy things, we tend to become 

materially conscious, to view our material wants as more 

important than our spiritual needs.  Our bodies seem to become 

more important than our souls.  The Sabbath is designed to 

restore the equilibrium between bodies and our souls. 

 The story is told of some African workers who were hired to 

carry pieces of heavy equipment on their backs to a remote post 

in the interior of Africa.  After several days of marching, one 

day they refused to pick up their burdens and go any further.  

They sat by the side of the road turning a deaf ear to the 

appeals of the man in charge. 

 Exasperated, the leader of the expedition asked them: "But 

why you don't want to go on?" 

 One of the workers replied: "Sir, we are waiting for our 

souls to catch up with our bodies." 

 This story well illustrates the function of the Sabbath, 

which is to give a chance to our souls to catch up with our 



bodies; to give a chance to our souls, through worship and 

meditation, to be enriched with new moral and spiritual values.  

This spiritual renewal that comes to us on the Sabbath through 

worship and meditation enables us to turn a new page in our life, 

to start a new week with a fresh provision of divine wisdom and 

grace. 

 

 2.  Sabbath Physical Renewal 

 

 A second way in which the Sabbath enables us to experience 

divine rest and peace in our lives is through the time and 

opportunities it provides for physical renewal.  We experience 

physical renewal on the Sabbath, first of all through the special 

rest the Sabbath offers to our bodies; that is, rest not only 

from work but even from the thought of work.  On the Sabbath our 

bodies can rest better than during the weekdays, because our mind 

is at rest, and our mind is at rest because it rests in God.  

Second, physical renewal comes to us on the Sabbath not only by 

resting but also by engaging in joyful activities.  A question 

members often ask me during the Festival of the Sabbath seminars, 

is, "What do you consider appropriate or inappropriate Sabbath 

activities?"  I always refrain from offering a standard formula 

for two reasons.  First, because physical needs vary considerably 

according to age and profession.  For example, the physical 

Sabbath needs and activities of a teenager bubbling over with 

energy are likely to be different from those of a middle-age 

bricklayer.  Second, I believe that any attempt to classify or 

specify "legitimate" Sabbath activities may encourage legalistic 

attitudes that stifle the very spirit of freedom and joy of the 

Sabbath.  Thus, rather than classifying appropriate or 

inappropriate Sabbath activities, I will venture to suggest three 

basic principles to guide us in selecting suitable Sabbath 

activities. 

 First, our Sabbath activities should be God-centered rather 

than self-centered.  They should be not an end in themselves but 

rather a means, as explained in Isaiah 58:13, 14, to express the 

delight in the Lord, to celebrate the goodness of God's creation 

and redemption.  Personally, I feel that in our fear to break the 

Sabbath, we tend to discourage our children and youth from 

engaging in any form of activity on the Sabbath.  I hardly 

believe that the Lord is more delighted in seeing our youth 

sitting still on the Sabbath rather than in being engaged in some 

activity.  It would seem to me that what honors God on the 

Sabbath is not the action or inaction of our young people, but 

rather the intent and purpose behind their Sabbath activities or 

inactivities.  A Bible game can be played on the Sabbath for the 

sake of scoring and winning or for the sake of fellowshipping 

together in honor of the Lord of the Sabbath.  The challenge that 

I see is to teach our youth not how to be paralytic on the 

Sabbath, but rather how to choose and to engage in Sabbath 

activities in a way that will enable them to express delight in 



the Lord, appreciation for His creative and redemptive love 

commemorated on this day. 

 Second, Sabbath activities should promote freedom and joy.  

They should contribute to celebrating and experiencing the 

redemptive freedom offered to us by the Savior on and through 

this day.  Sometimes the same activity can be an experience of 

freedom or of restraint.  For example, a Sabbath picnic in our 

backyard or in a park can be a joyful and delightful celebration 

of the goodness of God's creation if adequate preparations have 

been made before the Sabbath so that everyone can participate 

freely in it.  On the other hand, if some persons have to spend 

hours preparing the food, the picnic becomes an expression of 

selfishness, since it deprives some persons of the freedom and 

joy of the Sabbath.  

 Third, Sabbath activities should encourage fellowship and 

communion and not competition.  A complaint that I often hear 

from our young people, especially in our colleges and large 

churches, goes something like this: "It is very difficult to make 

new friends in this place."  Apparently one reason for this 

problem seems to be that the school program offers limited 

opportunities for informal group fellowship.  Most social events 

seem to be so structured as to presuppose a date, even though it 

may be blind.  If a young man or young lady does not have a date, 

he or she may feel left out and thus may choose not to attend the 

program. 

 The celebration of the Sabbath should encourage informal 

group-fellowship.  I treasure the pleasant memory of the many 

joyful Sabbath afternoons I spent as a teenager with the young 

people of our church in Rome or of our school in Florence.  I 

always looked forward to Sabbath afternoon, when as a group we 

would go out to a park or hike to the mountain behind the school.  

We would stop in a convenient spot to sing, to discuss a relevant 

topic, to listen to stories and experiences, and to play and pray 

together.  This informal group-fellowship inspired by the 

celebration of the Sabbath gave us a chance to get to know better 

one another and thus to establish lasting friendships.  I believe 

that more can be done to encourage informal group-fellowship of 

our young people on Sabbath afternoon.  These group-fellowships 

may be organized in a home, in the lounges of the residence halls 

or of the student center, or outdoors when the weather permits.  

These group-fellowships occasioned by the celebration of the 

Sabbath provide a welcome opportunity to our young people to 

share together their talents, experiences, and concerns and to 

establish lasting friendship. 

 

III.  The Sabbath As Service 

To Others 

 

 The Sabbath provides precious opportunities to serve not 

only God and ourselves but also others.  After helping us to find 

God and ourselves, the Sabbath helps us to find others.  After 

renewing us with a fresh understanding and experience of God's 



creative and redemptive love, the Sabbath challenges us to reach 

out unto others, to respond to human needs.  To help us in 

remembering others, the Fourth Commandment gives quite an 

inclusive list of persons to be remembered on the Sabbath.  The 

list goes from the son to the manservant, from the daughter to 

the maidservant, and it includes also the sojourner and the 

animals.  This humanitarian function of the Sabbath tends to be 

neglected.  We prefer to think of the Sabbath in terms of service 

to ourselves rather than service to others.  Thus Christ took 

pains through His Sabbath teaching and ministry to clarify and 

emphasize the function of the Sabbath commandment.  The Savior 

proclaimed the Sabbath to be a day "to do good" (Matthew 12:12), 

"to save" (Mark 3:4), to loose men and women from physical and 

spiritual bonds (Luke 13:12), a day to show mercy rather than 

religiosity (Matthew 12:7, 8).  Let us consider briefly how the 

celebration of the Sabbath can be shared with others. 

 Time for the Family.  First of all, the Sabbath provides 

time and opportunities for the immediate members of the family.  

The daily work scatters the family members in different 

directions: husband and wife to their respective work, and 

children to school.  The rest of the Sabbath day brings us 

together by giving us time for God, for ourselves, for our 

families, and for others.  The pressure of the weekdays can make 

even father a stranger to his family members.  It is not uncommon 

to hear children say: "We hardly ever see Daddy.  He is always 

away."  On the Sabbath, free from the pressure of work, father 

has the opportunity to become attuned again to his children. 

 A most welcome moment in our home is Friday evening, when 

after the hustling and bustling of the week, our family of five 

gathers to welcome the Lord of the Sabbath by singing, reading, 

praying, and listening to one another.  The arrival of the 

Sabbath serves to re-knit the family bonds of sympathy and 

affection.  The challenge that we face as parents is to make the 

Sabbath for our children a day of joyful celebration instead of 

gloomy frustration.  Adventist writer Ellen White tells us on 

this regard that "parents can make the Sabbath, as it should be, 

the most joyful day of the week.  They can lead their children to 

regard it as a delight, the day of days, the holy of the Lord, 

honorable." 

 Time for One's Partner.  The Sabbath provides time and 

opportunities to come close to one special person -- one's 

marital partner.  The rapid pace of modern life, punctuated by 

different professional and social interests, contributes to the 

estrangement between husbands and wives and to an ever-increasing 

number of broken marriages.  The Sabbath can function as a 

catalyst to solidify and strengthen marital relationships in at 

least two ways: theologically and practically. 

 Theologically, the sanctity of the Sabbath serves to 

safeguard the sacredness of marriage, because the Sabbath teaches 

that relationships are sacred.  A Christian couple who take time 

on the Sabbath to renew their commitment to God through the 

consecration of the Sabbath time to Him, will inevitably renew 



also their commitment to each other.  On the other hand, if a 

person willfully ignores the Sabbath, symbol of commitment to 

God, he or she will not hesitate, if the occasion arises, to 

ignore his or her marital vows of faithfulness to the marriage 

partner or to anyone else. 

 Practically, the Sabbath contributes to solidify marital 

relationships by providing husbands and wives with the time and 

inspiration to come closer and listen to each other.  The 

celebration of God's creative and redemptive love motivates 

husbands and wives to give themselves unselfishly to each other 

by sharing together thoughts, concerns, joys, and necessary 

duties.  My wife tells me that when I am away she misses me more 

on the Sabbath than on any other day.  Obviously the same holds 

true for me, because the Sabbath is the day when we find time to 

worship, to walk, to visit, to play, to relax together.  The 

togetherness and closeness of body and soul that husbands and 

wives experience on the Sabbath enable them to overcome any 

estrangement caused by the tension of the past week and thus to 

experience a renewed sense of unity and commitment to God and 

each other. 

 Time for the Needy.  The Sabbath is the day to serve God by 

taking time to show concern not only toward our immediate family 

members but also toward the needy.  It is noteworthy that the 

"stranger," or the alien, are specifically mentioned in the 

Fourth Commandment (Exodus 20:10; 23:12; Deuteronomy 5:14) as a 

beneficiary of our Sabbath concern.  Jesus also, through His 

Sabbath ministry, taught that the Sabbath is not rules to obey 

but people to love; it is the day to share God's blessings with 

others.  An important aspect of the preparation for Sabbath in 

the Jewish home was planning for possible visitors. 

 Similarly, in the Christian home we should prepare for the 

Sabbath, planning to share our food and our friendship with the 

visitor, the orphan, the single parent, the elderly, the 

estranged and discouraged, who are present in our church and in 

our community.  During the week the many pressures may cause us 

to neglect needy persons.  On the Sabbath, as we celebrate God's 

love and care we are motivated to share our concern and 

friendship with the needy.  The service we render on the Sabbath 

to needy persons not only honors God but also enriches our lives 

with a sense of joy and satisfaction. 

 

IV.  The Sabbath As Service 

To Our Habitat 

 

 A fourth area of service provided by the Sabbath may be 

called service to our habitat.  There is great concern today over 

the precarious ecological balance of our environment.  Some 

social analysts regard the irresponsible exploitation of our 

natural resources as a major threat to the survival of life on 

this planet.  As Christians, we share in this concern because we 

believe that God has placed us in this world as stewards of His 

good creation.  The Sabbath offers us both theological incentives 



and practical opportunities to be good stewards of God's 

creation, to develop an ecological conscience. 

 Theologically, the Sabbath reminds us that we share with 

nature in God's creation, redemption, and ultimate restoration.  

It tells us that nature is our worthy partner not only in this 

present world but also in the earth made new (Isaiah 66:22, 23).  

Practically, the Sabbath teaches us not to exploit but to admire 

nature as an expression of the beauty and glory of God's 

handiwork (Psalm 19:1).  When nature ceases to be an object of 

contemplation and admiration, it easily becomes an object of 

exploitation.  If a person believes that this world is not God's 

creation but the product of spontaneous generation, there is 

little to stop such a person from exploiting its resources 

irresponsibly to ensure immediate comforts.  The Sabbath teaches 

us to acknowledge God's ownership of this world ("The land is 

mine and you are . . . my tenants" -- Leviticus 25:23), by 

enjoining us to surrender the right to us gainfully on this day 

the land, people, and even animals.  On the Sabbath we do not go 

to the forest to cut trees into firewood, but to admire the 

trees, the flowers, the birds, as expression of God's handiwork.  

By teaching us to admire nature as an expression of divine 

revelation, the Sabbath challenges us to act as curators, rather 

than an predators of God's creation. 

 Our brief meditation has reminded us how vital are the 

values and celebration of the Sabbath for our contemporary human 

needs.  We have found that the celebration of the Sabbath 

provides us the opportunity to serve God by consecrating our time 

and life to Him, to serve ourselves through the experience of 

spiritual and physical renewal, to serve others by coming closer 

to our family members and needy persons, and to serve our habitat 

by becoming responsible stewards of God's creation.  May these 

unique opportunities the Sabbath offers us to serve God, 

ourselves, others, and our habitat help each one of us to 

experience a larger measure of the Savior's rest in our lives. 

-- written by Samuele Bacchiocchiê 

 

 

The Truth About Sabbath and Sunday 

 

 Most Christians now believe that Sunday is the real day of 

worship as  ordained by the Creator of the universe.  They are 

ignorant of what the Holy Bible teaches regarding the Sabbath and 

what the leaders who observe Sunday declare about it.  The 

priests and pastors have not revealed to them the difference 

between the Sabbath, the seventh day, and Sunday, the first day 

of the week.  Consider what the Holy Scriptures say: 

 "Her priests have violated My law, and have profaned Mine 

holy things: they have put no difference between the holy and 

profane, neither have they shewed difference between the unclean 

and the clean, and have hid their eyes from My Sabbaths, and I am 

profaned among them," (Ezekiel 22:26, Holy Name Bible). 



 In this article I have tried to show the difference between 

these two days.  It is arranged to show in one column what the 

Holy Scriptures teach about the Sabbath and in another column 

what prominent leaders of Sunday keepers define and pronounce 

about Sunday so that readers can judge for themselves which day 

is holy, and which is unholy, or profane; which day is the true 

Sabbath and day of worship, and which is the false Sabbath and 

not the real day of worship. 

 

Sabbath 

 

1. Sabbath is the seventh day of the Creation week (Genesis 

2:2). 

 

2. It is the day of Sabbath rest (Genesis 2:2; Exodus 34:21). 

 

 

 

 

 

3. "Elohim blessed the seventh day and sanctified it" (Genesis 

2:3). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. "Yahweh blessed the sabbath-day and hallowed it" (Exodus 

20:11).  He called it "my holy day" (Isaiah 58:13). 

 

 

 

5. "The seventh day is the sabbath of Yahweh, thy Elohim" 

(Exodus 20:10). 

Sunday 

 

1. Sunday is the first day of the week (Matthew 28:1). 

 

2. It is the first day of six working days (Exodus 20:9; 

34:21).  Sunday is a man-made day of rest.  "Constantine the 

Great made a law for the whole empire (A.D. 321) that Sunday 

should be kept as a day of rest" (Encyclopedia Americana, article 

"Sabbath"). 

 

3. Sunday is a working day, a secular day (Exodus 20:9).  "You 

may read the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, and you will not 

find a single line authorizing the sanctification of Sunday.  The 

Scriptures enforce the religious observance of Saturday, a day 

which we never sanctify" (Cardinal Gibbons, The Faith of Our 

Fathers, page 111). 



 

4. Sunday is not a holy day.  "The Catholic Church of its own 

infallible authority created Sunday a holy day to take the place 

of the Sabbath of the old law" (Kansas City Catholic, February 9, 

1893). 

 

5. Sunday was originally kept in honor of the sun god.  "Let 

all judges and town people, and the occupation of all trades rest 

on the venerable day of the Sun" (Constantine's Law). 

Sabbath 

 

6. Sabbath was instituted by Yahweh in the beginning of 

Creation (Genesis 2:3). 

 

7. Sabbath stands as a memorial of the great creation work of 

the first week of time and pays homage to the Creator (Exodus 

20:11). 

 

 

8. "And hallow My Sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between 

Me and you, that ye may know that I am Yahweh your Elohim" 

(Ezekiel 20:20; see also Exodus 31:17). 

 

9. "The Son of Man [Messiah] is Master also of the Sabbath" 

(Mark 2:28). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Yahweh declared that the Sabbath is "my holy day" (Isaiah 

58:13), and John the Revelator said the Sabbath is Yahweh's day 

(Revelation 1:10). 

 

11. "The Sabbath was made for man" (Mark 2:27) and not for Jews 

only.  It is given for heathen too (Isaiah 56:2-8).  It is the 

Sabbath rest for man and beast (Exodus 20:10). 

 

12. "Remember the sabbath-day to keep it holy" (Exodus 20:8). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13. Sabbath was kept by Yahowah (Genesis 2:3, Hebrews 4:4); by 

Yahshua (Luke 4:16); women believers (Luke 23:55-56); apostles 



and early believers (Acts 15:21): the apostle Paul for the 

gentiles (Acts 17:2, Romans 11:13). 

 

 

Sunday 

 

6. The first Sunday law was passed by Emperor Constantine on 

March 7, A.D. 321. 

 

7. "The observance of Sunday by the Protestants is an homage 

they pay, in spite of themselves, to the authority of the 

[Catholic] Church" (Plain Talk About the Protestantism of Today, 

by Mgr. Segur, page 213). 

 

8. Observing Sunday as the day of worship, acknowledges papal 

authority instead of the authority of Yahweh. 

 

 

9. Sunday observance indicates the authority of the pope, who 

thought "to change times and laws" (Daniel 7:25, KJV) and "who 

opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called Elohim . . 

.  so that he as the Almighty sitteth in the temple of Yahweh 

showing himself that he is the Mighty One" (II Thessalonians 2:3-

4). 

 

10. Sunday is a Catholic institution and so the Roman Church 

and Protestants claim it as their own day of worship. 

 

 

11. Sunday observance is meant only for the Catholic Church and 

her daughters, the Protestants, according to their claim. 

 

 

12. Sunday is kept not as a holy day but as a holiday.  

Catholics are restricted only to attend mass on Sunday, after 

which they may spend the rest of the day as they wish. 

"Constantine the Great made a law for the whole empire (A.D. 321) 

that Sunday should be kept as a rest day in all cities and towns; 

but he allowed the country people to follow their work" 

(Encyclopedia Americana, article "Sabbath"). 

 

13. "Is there no express commandment for observing the first 

day of the week as Sabbath, instead of the seventh day?  None 

whatever. Neither [Messiah] nor the apostles nor the first 

Christians celebrated the first day of the week" (New York Weekly 

Tribune, May 24, 1900). 

Sabbath 

 

14. When Jerusalem and the temple had to be destroyed by the 

Romans as prophesied by the Messiah, and the believers had to 

flee from there, He said, "Pray ye that your flight be not in the 

winter, neither on the Sabbath" (Matthew 24:20).  Why? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

15. "There remaineth therefore the keeping of the Sabbath to 

the people of Elohim" (Hebrews 4:9). 

 

 

 

16. "Two tables of testimony, tables of stone, written with the 

finger of Elohim" contain the Decalogue, of which the fourth 

commandment pertains to the keeping of the Sabbath (Exodus 

31:18). 

 

17. On the new earth "from one sabbath to another, shall all 

flesh come to worship before Me, saith Yahweh" (Isaiah 66:22-23).  

"There remaineth therefore the keeping of the Sabbath to the 

people of Elohim" (Hebrews 4:9). 

 

Sunday 

 

14. The temple of Jerusalem was destroyed by General Titus in 

A.D. 70, almost 40 years after Messiah's resurrection and 

ascension.  So the disciples were praying and keeping the Sabbath 

for these 40 years after the Messiah's resurrection and 

ascension. 

 

Messiah did not ask the believers to pray that their flight would 

not be on Sunday, neither did the disciples pray or keep Sunday 

all the 40 years after His resurrection. 

 

15. Sunday is meant for the exclusive observance of the Roman 

Catholic Church and her daughters, whereas the Sabbath remains 

for the keeping of the people of Elohim only. 

 

16. "The observance of the first, instead of the seventh, day 

rests on the testimony of the [Roman] Church and the Church 

alone" (Hobart Church News [Episcopalian] July 2, 1894). 

 

17. What will be the fate of the followers of Sunday keeping in 

the new earth?  What will happen to the observance of Sunday 

then?  Let the Roman Catholic Church and the Protestants answer 

for themselves. 

-- written by Pastor Alex D. Ratnamê 

 

This article was originally published as Study No. 44. 

 

 

THE GOOD NEWS OF THE SABBATH 

 



 

 The Sabbath means different things to different people.  To 

the legalist, the  Sabbath is  primarily a commandment that must 

be observed in order for  him to be saved.  He  views the 

interruption that the Sabbath brings to his life like a bitter 

medicine that must be swallowed in order to get well.  

Consequently, to the legalist the Sabbath is not a day of 

gladness and exultation because of the divine accomplishments 

memorialized by this day, but rather a day of gloom and 

frustration because of the things that cannot be done.  He counts 

the hours of the Sabbath like the astronaut counts the seconds 

preceding the firing of his spacecraft: 10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 

2, 1, 0.  Sunset! -- Take off to some exciting activity to burn 

up the energy repressed during the Sabbath. 

 To the materialist the Sabbath (or Sunday for that matter) 

is a day of "solemn" rest, not to the Lord but to himself.  It is 

a day to seek personal pleasure rather than divine presence.  The 

story is told of a pastor calling upon a materialistic member who 

had missed church services for several weeks.  The pastor asked 

him, "What keeps you away, friend?"  To this the member replied: 

"I'd rather be in bed on Sabbath morning thinking about church 

than in church thinking about bed.  At least my mind is in the 

right place." 

 For the materialist, the right place to be on Sabbath is 

not in God's sanctuary, but in the sanctuary of a bed, a boat, a 

car, a recreational park in order to relax.  The sad reality, 

however, is that such leisure per se fails to regenerate the 

total being.  At best, it provides a temporary evasion, but 

leaves an internal spiritual emptiness which is at the very root 

of much exhaustion and tension. 

 To the antinomian, Sabbath-keeping is a sign of bondage to 

the law.  He interprets the freedom of the Gospel as freedom to 

keep the Sabbath on any weekday (pan-Sabbathism).  But the theory 

that each weekday is a Sabbath in practice results in each 

Sabbath being a weekday.  Ultimately no real worship is offered 

to God because nothing really matters. 

 To the Christian who loves the Saviour, His Sabbath is a 

day of joyful celebration.  It is a day to celebrate the goodness 

of God's marvelous accomplishments both in the world and in one's 

personal life.  It is a human desire to wish to celebrate and 

share with others the good news of unusual achievements.  Players 

and fans celebrate the winning of a game.  A father celebrates 

the birth of his newborn.  Students celebrate their graduation.  

A couple celebrates with their friends their engagement or 

wedding.  A Christian celebrates on the Sabbath the good news of 

what God has done, of what He is doing and of what He will do for 

His people. 

 In Hebrews 4:2-6 twice the Sabbath rest is presented as the 

"Good News" or the Gospel (same verb -- evangelizo) of God's rest 

for His people.  Yet for some persons the Sabbath is not good 

news but bad news.  It is not a day of celebration but of 

frustration.  Why?  Why is the Sabbath viewed and experienced 



differently by different persons?  Principally it is because of 

different understanding and acceptance of the message of the 

Sabbath.  Obviously a person cannot joyfully celebrate the 

Sabbath if he or she does not know what there is to celebrate. 

 I landed in the United States on July 4, the day when 

Americans celebrate the signing of their Declaration of 

Independence.  I needed to clear my car through customs but 

everything was closed.  I spent that day in a motel not enjoying 

the spirit of celebration but rather in a mood of frustration.  

Why?  Primarily because I did not fully understand and accept the 

significance of the event.  Frankly, I was more interested in the 

signing of my customs declaration than in the American 

Declaration of Independence.  In the same way, to a person who 

does not understand and accept the good news of the Sabbath, the 

day will not bring rest, peace and jubilation.  Rather, it will 

bring restlessness, tension and frustration.  It is needful 

therefore to grasp and accept the good news of the Sabbath in 

order to celebrate joyfully and meaningfully the divine 

accomplishments memorialized by this day.  For the sake of 

clarity and brevity mention will be made of three basic glad 

tidings of the Sabbath.  The reader is referred to my newly 

published book, Divine Rest for Human Restlessness, for a more 

comprehensive study of the good news of the Sabbath. 

 

The Lord Created 

This World Perfectly 

 

 The first good news the Sabbath proclaims is that God has 

originally created this world and its creatures in a perfect and 

complete manner.  This message is declared in a most emphatic way 

in the creation story, Genesis 1:2-2:3, by means of three 

effective literary devices: (1) the use of the number seven, (2) 

the use of forceful verbs and (3) the imagery of God at rest. 

 The number seven is used both to structure the creation 

story in seven parts, that is, according to the seven days of 

creation, and to relate many of the details of the story.  For 

example, in Hebrew there are seven words in Genesis 1:1 and 

fourteen -- twice seven -- in verse two.  The name of God 

(Elohim) occurs 35 times, that is five times seven; earth (Ceres) 

21 times, that is, three times seven; light occurs seven times in 

the account of the fourth day, Genesis 1:14-18; the expression, 

"it was good," also occurs seven times (the last time is "very 

good" -- Genesis 1:31). 

 Why are the structures as well as many of the details of 

the creation story based upon the number seven?  The reason is 

simple: Both for the Israelites and for many ancient people, the 

number seven signified totality, completion and perfection.  Thus 

its repeated use heightens the role of the seventh day as the 

memorial of God's complete and perfect creation. 

 The same meaning and function of the Sabbath is emphasized 

by the verbs used to describe what God said and did to establish 

the Sabbath, Genesis 2:2,3.  The story states that "once" God 



created all His works, "once" He finished all His works on the 

seventh day, and three times it is stated that all His work was 

done.  Through these emphatic verbs the seventh day proclaims the 

good news that God's original creation was finished and 

completely done.  To dramatize the importance of this good news, 

the Scripture tells us that God did something also.  Twice it 

says in Genesis 2:2,3 that God rested.  Why?  Was God tired?  

Obviously not!  God "does not faint or grow weary," Isaiah 40:28. 

 In fact, the Hebrew verb (shabbat) does not mean that God 

took a rest to recover from exhaustion but rather that "He 

stopped or ceased creating."  Why?  To testify by this dramatic 

action -- by desisting from creating -- that God regarded His 

creation "very good" and perfectly satisfying.  There was no need 

of additional touches to improve His workmanship, because all 

came up to His expectations.  This is then the first glad tidings 

the Sabbath proclaims.  It is a message of reassurance from God 

telling us that this world and all its creatures came into 

existence, not in a deformed state by chance but in a perfect way 

by the personal act of God. 

 Is this message of the Sabbath good news?  Thousands of 

Americans, captivated by the book and film, Roots, by Alex Haley, 

are searching for their ancestral roots in counties and 

libraries' archives across the country.  Such a search could well 

reflect the need to overcome the inner sense of disillusionment 

and meaninglessness through the reassurance that one's ancestral 

roots are good.  The Sabbath provides us such an assurance each 

week!  It reminds us that our ancestral roots are indeed good and 

noble because they are rooted in God from creation to eternity. 

 How are we to celebrate on the Sabbath this first good news 

of God, our perfect Creator?  Let us consider two suggestions.  

This celebration involves first of all a renewing, each Sabbath, 

of our faith in God as our perfect Creator.  Faith in God as 

Creator is the cornerstone of the Christian faith.  It 

constitutes the first article of the "Creed" that most Christians 

accept: "I believe in God Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth," 

as well as the opening declaration of the Bible, "In the 

beginning God created the heavens and the earth." 

 Why is such a belief so fundamental to the Christian faith?  

Basically because it is only to the extent that we are able to 

accept God as our perfect Creator that we rightfully can worship 

Him.  To worship basically means to acknowledge and praise the 

worthiness of God.  Would God really be worthy to be praised if 

He had created us and this world by means of an impersonal 

process of spontaneous generation left to the survival of the 

fittest?  Do we praise a company that produced a defective 

product without offering assistance and warranty?  In the same 

way it would be impossible to find reasons to praise God if His 

original workmanship had not been perfect.  The Sabbath invites 

us weekly to renew this faith in our perfect Creator.  By 

surrendering for one day our right to gainful employment we 

acknowledge God's claim over our lives and thus renew our faith 

in Him as our perfect Creator. 



 A renewed faith in our perfect Creator makes it possible to 

celebrate the Sabbath in a second way -- by taking delight, 

Isaiah 58:13,14, in the beauty and perfection of God to be found 

in the worship experience, in our lives, in the lives of others 

and in the world around us.  It is difficult for the members of 

one church to understand the joys, the intimacies and paradoxes 

experienced by those of another.  To a true Sabbath-keeper, on 

the Sabbath, as expressed by Maltbie D. Babcock, "All nature 

sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres."  The divine 

service seems richer; the people seem friendlier; the food tastes 

more delicious; the ladies, gentlemen and children seem more 

beautiful, internally and externally.  Why?  Basically it is 

because the Sabbath offers not only the time but also the 

spiritual resources to enjoy God, people and things perceptibly. 

 By renewing faith in a perfect Creator and Redeemer, the 

Sabbath enables the believer to view things not merely as they 

are, but as they will be again ultimately.  It is like putting on 

for 24 hours a pair of those spectacles that make flat pictures 

look three-dimensional.  The Sabbath offers the opportunity to 

look at the world through the window of eternity.  The first glad 

tidings, then, that the Sabbath proclaims, is that God is our 

perfect Creator.  We celebrate this good news by renewing our 

faith in Him and by taking delight in the beauty and perfection 

of God's creation. 

 

The Lord Cares for His Creatures 

  

 A second significant message of glad tidings the Sabbath 

proclaims is that God constantly cares for His creatures.  A 

basic human concern is, "Does God really care for me?"  "How can 

I know that God is really interested in me?"  The Sabbath is 

designed to help us overcome the sense of God's absence from the 

world and from our life, and to experience the reassurance of 

God's care.  How?  First, by reassuring us that God is available 

for us.  The Scripture tells us that the last creative act of God 

was the creation of His rest for mankind, Genesis 2:2,3.  We 

noted that with regard to humanity, however, God's rest 

symbolized His commitment to be available to His creatures.  By 

taking time out on the first Sabbath to bless the first couple 

with His holy presence, God gave through this day a reassurance 

to His creatures of His availability to them.  One of the finest 

compliments anyone can receive is, "He/she took time for me."  

The Sabbath represents God's commitment to have time for us and 

to sanctify us by His holy presence, Exodus 31:13. 

 It is this divine commitment that makes prayer possible. 

 Second, the Sabbath expresses God's concern for us through 

the ordained pattern of six days of work and the seventh for 

rest, Exodus 20:8-11.  Both work and rest correspond to two 

genuine human needs.  A workless person feels worthless.  We need 

work to experience self worth, to develop our creative abilities, 

to reflect the image of our active Creator.  But if work is not 

balanced by rest, it degrades human personality, it destroys the 



equilibrium between body and spirit, it turns a person into a 

brute, into a slave of greater personal gain. 

 Because God cares for our physical and spiritual well 

being, through the Sabbath He has given us both work and rest.  

How did God establish this human pattern of work and rest?  Was 

it through a divine command?  No, it was through a divine 

example.  Why did our omnipotent God who could have spoken this 

world into existence in a moment, choose to create it according 

to the seven-day week established for His creatures?  The answer 

is to be found in God's concern to give a divine perspective, 

quality and dimension to all our work and rest. 

 One of our greatest satisfactions is to be the imitators of 

great masters.  The Sabbath reminds us that when we work and rest 

we are imitating the greatest Master Craftsman of the universe.  

We are doing in a small scale what God has done and is doing on a 

greater scale.  By giving us as a model His own divine example, 

God enables us to identify with Him.  We then are able to view 

our work and rest as a reflection of His.  Through this divine 

perspective, the Sabbath enables the believer to perform even 

menial tasks, not grudgingly but joyfully. 

 A third way in which the Sabbath expresses God's care is 

through the blessing and sanctification promised to God's people 

through this day.  The Scriptures say: "God blessed the seventh 

day and hallowed it", Genesis 2:3.  God's blessing is not just a 

good wish -- like our human blessing -- but a concrete assurance 

of a happy and abundant life.  For example, God blessed the first 

couple, saying: "Be fruitful and multiply," Genesis 1:28; cf. 

Numbers 6:24.  God's blessings assured them of fullness of life. 

 Similarly, by blessing the Sabbath God made this day a 

permanent symbol of His commitment to give abundant life to His 

creatures.  To substantiate such a promise, the Scriptures tell 

us that God did something dramatic.  He "hallowed" or 

"sanctified" the seventh day by entering into this world with His 

glorious presence, the very source of life.  For six days God 

filled this world with delightful creations.  On the Sabbath He 

filled it with His glorious and life-giving presence. 

 As a result of disobedience, our first parents found 

themselves separated from the presence of God, their life source.  

But when Eden was lost, the Sabbath remained as the good news of 

God's assurance to restore to His creatures full and abundant 

life.  From the symbol of God's initial entrance into human time, 

the Sabbath became a symbol of God's future entrance into human 

flesh to become "Emmanuel -- God with us."  In the fifth chapter 

of Divine Rest for Human Restlessness we have shown that both in 

the Old Testament and in later Jewish literature the experience 

of rest and liberation provided by the weekly and annual 

Sabbaths, served to nourish the hope in the future rest and 

redemption to be brought by the Messiah.  This helps us 

understand and appreciate why Christ's saving ministry in the 

Gospels frequently is associated with the redemption promised 

through the Sabbath. 



 It was on a Sabbath day that Christ inaugurated His public 

ministry in the synagogue of Nazareth by quoting a sabbatical 

release and liberty to the oppressed.  "The Spirit of the Lord is 

upon me, because he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted; to 

preach deliverance to the captives, . . . to set at liberty them 

that are bruised, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord," 

Luke 4:18, 19. 

 Most commentators rightly recognize that "acceptable year 

of the Lord" refers to the sabbatical (7th year) or jubilee year 

(49th year).  At those times the Sabbath became in a real sense 

the liberator of the Hebrew society by granting freedom and 

release to slaves, debtors and land, Deuteronomy 15; Leviticus 

25. 

 Christ astonished the congregation of Nazareth, Luke 4:22, 

when He affirmed briefly but emphatically: "This day is this 

scripture fulfilled in your ears," Luke 4:21.  This means that 

Christ presented Himself to the people as the very fulfillment of 

their Messianic expectations which had been nourished by the 

vision of the Sabbath years. 

 In His subsequent Sabbath ministry Christ confirmed His 

inaugural proclamation, liberating on this day those whom Satan 

had bound physically and spiritually, Luke 13:16; 4:35; 6:6-11; 

John 5:2-18; 9:1-38.  A careful study of Christ's Sabbath 

ministry reveals how the Saviour made the Sabbath a memorial of 

His redemption -- the day on which believers can experience 

through physical rest the greater spiritual rest of forgiveness, 

peace and communion. 

 How shall we celebrate this amazing good news of the 

Sabbath?  The example of Christ suggests at least two appropriate 

responses to this manifestation of God's love; that is, (1) 

service to God and (2) service to needy fellow-beings.  In the 

first place, the Sabbath is the day on which we celebrate the 

good news of creation and redemption by serving God.  This 

service is rendered through the participation in the communal 

worship, as exemplified by Christ, Luke 4:16, 31; 6:6; Matthew 

12:9-14. 

 In a wider sense we serve the Lord on the Sabbath by living 

like Mary did on this day, as if Christ is our honored Guest.  To 

enter into the sacred hours of the Sabbath means, in a special 

sense, to invite Christ's presence in our lives.  It means to 

acknowledge His presence in all our activities: while worshiping, 

fellowshipping, and talking, walking, reading or sharing in 

wholesome, restful activities.  In a world where material and 

secular values tend to overshadow spiritual realities, the 

Sabbath offers the opportunity to rediscover the sense of the 

sacred by inviting us weekly to meet God in time. 

 The Sabbath is also the day when we celebrate the love and 

the presence of Christ, not merely by seeking personal delights 

but especially by providing a living, loving service to needy 

fellow humans.  Christ's example teaches us that the Sabbath is 

the day "to do good," Matthew 12:12, "to save," Mark 3:4, "to 

loose" physical and spiritual bonds, Luke 13:13, a day to show 



mercy rather than religiosity, Matthew 12:7-8.  The service that 

we render to others on the Sabbath will enable us to celebrate 

the good news of salvation in our own lives. 

 

The Lord Will Restore This World to Its Original Perfection 

 

 A third significant message of glad tidings the Sabbath 

proclaims is that God "is working until now," John 5:17, to 

restore this world to its original perfection.  Christ declared 

this good news emphatically when healing on a Sabbath day a 

paralytic at the pool of Bethesda.  He explained to those who 

charged Him of Sabbath-breaking, that God on the Sabbath ended 

His act of creation but not His action in general.  In fact, 

Christ said, because of sin, God "is working until now," John 

5:17, on the Sabbath to restore this world to its original 

perfection.  Later, in another significant Sabbath pronouncement, 

Christ invites His followers to become participants in this 

divine restoration program, saying: "I must work the works of him 

that sent me, while it is day; the night cometh, when no man can 

work," John 9:4.  On the Sabbath God not only reassures us that 

He is working for the restoration of this world, but He also 

invites us to participate in accomplishing His restoration in our 

lives and in the lives of others. 

 In an age when the forces of chaos and disorder appear to 

prevail, when injustice, greed, violence, corruption, suffering 

and death seem to dominate, God through the Sabbath reassures us 

that we need not fear these destructive forces, because, as 

written in Hebrews 4:9, "there remains a sabbath rest for the 

people of God."  God's people need not fear the threat of nuclear 

or population explosion because the Sabbath reassures us that God 

is still in control of this world, working out His ultimate 

purpose. 

 The Sabbath tells us that God has conquered death at the 

cross and that now He is working to establish a new world where 

"from Sabbath to Sabbath all flesh shall come to worship before 

God," Isaiah 66:23. 

 In that final Sabbath, as eloquently expressed by 

Augustine, "we shall rest and see, see and love, love and 

praise."  Today we have been offered the opportunity to celebrate 

the good news of that eternal Sabbath by experiencing a foretaste 

of its peace, happiness and rest on each Sabbath. 

 Is the Sabbath then good news or bad news?  Is it a day of 

celebration or frustration?  We have found in the Scriptures that 

the Sabbath expresses not just good news but God's best news to 

the human family.  The glad tidings is that the Lord has created 

us perfectly, that He has redeemed us completely, that He loves 

us immensely and that He will restore us ultimately.  Today is 

offered, to each of us, the opportunity to celebrate and to share 

joyfully the good news of the Sabbath -- the good news of life, 

peace and rest the Son of man offers us now and, in a greater 

measure, in the world to come. 

-- written by Samuele Bacchiocchiê 



 

Originally published as Study No. 9. 

 

 

Sabbath Facts 

 

 

Search the Scriptures, Can You 

Find One Text...[1] 

 

 1. That says the Sabbath (seventh day) was ever changed 

from the seventh to the first day of the week? 

 2. Where the first day of the week (Sunday) is ever 

called a holy day? 

 3. Where we are told to keep the first day of the week 

holy? 

 4. That says that Jesus ever kept the first day (Sunday)? 

 5. Where the first day is ever given any sacred name? 

 6. That tells us to keep the first day in honor of the 

resurrection of Christ? 

 7. That affirms that any of the apostles ever kept the 

first day as the Sabbath? 

 8. From any apostolic writings that authorizes Sunday 

observance as the Sabbath of God? 

 9. Where it says it was for the Church to observe, or to 

meet on, the first day of the week? 

 10. Where we are told not to work on the first day of the 

week? 

 11. Where any blessings are promised for observing Sunday? 

 12. Where any punishment is threatened for working on 

Sunday? 

 13. That says the seventh day is not now God's Sabbath 

day? 

 14. Where the apostles ever taught their converts to keep 

the first day of the week as a Sabbath? 

 15. That says the seventh-day Sabbath is ABOLISHED?  

 16. Where the first day is ever called the Lord's Day? 

 17. Where the first day was ever appointed to be kept as 

the Lord's Day? 

 18. That says that the Father or the Son (Jesus) rested on 

the first day of the week? 

 19. That says that the first day of the week was ever 

sanctified and hallowed as a day of rest? 

 20. That says that Jesus, Paul or any other of the 

apostles taught anyone to observe the first day of the week as 

the Sabbath? 

 

 21. That calls the seventh day the "Jewish Sabbath" or one 

text that calls Sunday the "Christian Sabbath"? 

 22. Authorizing anyone to set aside God's Sabbath and 

observe any other day? 

 



________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Sabbath and Sunday in Your Bible[2] 

 

 What do the scriptures say about Sabbath and Sunday? 

 Did the Creator bless the Sabbath?  Yes!  Genesis 2:3.  Did 

He bless Sunday?  No! 

 Did He hallow the Sabbath?  Yes!  Exodus 20:11.  Did He 

allow Sunday?  No! 

 Did He command the keeping of Sabbath?  Yes!  Exodus 20:8-

11.  Did He command the keeping of Sunday?  No! 

 Did He rest on the Sabbath?  Yes!  Exodus 20:11.  Did He 

rest on Sunday?  No! 

 Did He call the Sabbath His Holy Day?  Yes!  Isaiah 58:13.  

Did He call Sunday His Holy Day?  No! 

 Does He offer great reward to you for keeping holy the 

Sabbath?  Yes!  Isaiah 58:13-14.  Does He offer great reward for 

keeping holy Sunday? No! 

 Will the Sabbath be kept in the New Earth?  Yes!  Isaiah 

66:23.  Will Sunday be kept in the New Earth?  No! 

 Should the saints pray about the Sabbath?  Yes!  Matthew 

24:20.  Should the saints pray about Sunday?  No! 

 Did holy women keep the Sabbath according to the 

commandments?  Yes!  Luke 23:56.  Did holy women keep Sunday 

according to any commandment?  No! 

 Was it the Savior's custom to keep the Sabbath?  Yes!  Luke 

4:16.  Was it the Savior's custom to keep Sunday?  No! 

 Was it Paul's "manner" to worship on Sabbath?  Yes!  Acts 

17:2.  Was it Paul's "manner" to worship on Sunday?  No! 

 Were people punished by God for Sabbath breaking?  Yes!  

Jeremiah 17:27.  Were people punished by God for Sunday breaking?  

No! 

 Will some evil power think to change Divine time?  Yes!  

Daniel 7:25.  Will the Almighty ever change?  No!  Malachi 3:6. 

 Are those who keep the commandments of the Almighty 

blessed?  Yes!  Revelation 22:14.  Are those who keep the 

traditions of men blessed?  No!  Matthew 15:3. 

 Do scriptures say that the Law would NOT be abolished by 

Messiah?  Yes!  Matthew 5:17.  Do they say that Messiah would 

abolish His laws?  No! 

 Are there six working days?  Yes!  Ezekiel 46:1.  Is the 

Sabbath one of these working days?  No!  Exodus 20:8-11.  Did 

Paul make tents on the six working days?  Yes!  Acts 18:3.  Did 

Paul make tents on the Sabbath?  No!  Acts 18:4.  

 Is the Sabbath a sign of our sanctification?  Yes!  Ezekiel 

20:12.  Is 

Sunday a sign of our sanctification?  No! 

 Does scripture say that the Savior is the Ruler, Master, 

Owner of the Sabbath?  Yes!  Mark 2:28.  Do they say that the 

Savior is the Ruler or Master or Sunday?  No! 



 Is teaching for doctrines the commandments of men vain 

worship?  Yes!  Matthew 15:9.  Is teaching for doctrines the 

commandments of the Almighty vain worship?  No!  Matthew 19:17. 

 Are we not under the Law, but under Grace?  Yes!  Romans 

6:14.  Does Grace allow us to transgress the Law?  No!  Romans 

6:15, 3:20. 

 Does Faith establish the Law?  Yes!  Romans 3:31.  Does 

Faith annul the Law?  No! Did Jesus say that we should teach 

others to observe the Law?  Yes!  Matthew 5:19.  Did He say that 

we should teach others to break the Law?  No! 

 To this day, Saturday is still named 'Sabbath' in the Greek 

language (Sabato) as well as in Spanish, Portuguese, Italian and 

others!  What are you personally going to do about it! 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

100 Bible Facts on the 

Sabbath and Sunday[3] 

 

 WHY keep the Sabbath day?  What is the object of the 

Sabbath?  Who made it?  When was it made, and for whom?  Which 

day is the true Sabbath?  Many keep the first day of the week, or 

Sunday.  What Bible authority have they for this?  Some keep the 

seventh day, or Saturday.  What Scripture have they for that?  

Here are the facts about both days, as plainly stated in the Word 

of God: 

 

Sixty Bible Facts Concerning 

the Seventh Day 

 

 1. After working the first six days of the week in 

creating this earth, the great God rested on the seventh day, 

Genesis 2:1-3. 

 2. This stamped that day as God's rest day, or sabbath 

day, as Sabbath day means rest day. 

 3. Therefore the seventh day must always be God's Sabbath 

day.  Can you change your birthday from the day on which you were 

born to one on which you were not born?  No.  Neither can you 

change God's rest day to a day on which He did not rest.  Hence 

the seventh day is still God's Sabbath day. 

 4. The Creator blessed the seventh day.  Genesis 2:3. 

 5. He sanctified the seventh day.  Exodus 20:11. 

 6. He made it the Sabbath day in the Garden of Eden.  

Genesis 2:1-3. 

 7. It was made before man sinned; hence it is not a type; 

for types were not introduced until after man sinned. 

 8. Jesus says, it was made for man, Mark 2:27, that is, 

for mankind, hence for the Gentile as well as for the Jews. 

 9. It is a memorial of creation, Exodus 20:11, 31:17.  

Every time we rest upon the seventh day, as God did at creation, 

we commemorate that grand event. 



 10. It was given to Adam, the head of the human race, Mark 

2:27, Genesis 2:1-3. 

 11. Hence through him, as our representative, to all 

nations, Acts 17:26. 

 12. It is not a Jewish institution, for it was made 2,300 

years before there was ever a Jew. 

 13. The Bible never calls it the Jewish Sabbath, but 

always "the Sabbath of the Lord thy God."  Men should be cautious 

how they stigmatize God's holy rest day. 

 14. Evident reference is made to all Sabbaths and the 

seven-day week all through the patriarchal age, Genesis 2:1-3, 

8:10, 12, 29:27, 28, etc. 

 15. It was a part of God's law before Sinai, Exodus 16:4, 

27-29. 

 16. Then God placed it in the heart of His Ten 

Commandments, Exodus 20:1-17.  Why did He place it there if it 

was not like the other nine precepts, which all admit to be 

immutable? 

 17. The seventh-day Sabbath was commanded by the voice of 

the living God, Deuteronomy 4:12, 13. 

 18. Then He wrote the commandment with His own finger, 

Exodus 31:18. 

 19. He engraved it in the enduring stone, indicating its 

imperishable nature, Deuteronomy 5:22. 

 20. It was sacredly preserved in the ark in the holy of 

holies, Deuteronomy 10:1-5. 

 21. God forbade work upon the Sabbath, even in the most 

hurrying times, Exodus 34:21. 

 22. God destroyed the Israelites in the wilderness because 

they profaned the Sabbath, Ezekiel 20:12, 13. 

 23. It is the sign of the true God, by which we are to 

know him from false gods, Ezekiel 20:20. 

 24. God promised that Jerusalem should stand forever if 

the Jews would keep the Sabbath, Jeremiah 17:24, 25. 

 25. He sent them into the Babylonish captivity for 

breaking it, Nehemiah 13:18. 

 26. He destroyed Jerusalem for its violation, Jeremiah 

17:27. 

 27. God has pronounced a special blessing on all the 

Gentiles who will keep it, Isaiah 56:6, 7.  

 28. This is in the prophecy which refers wholly to the New 

Covenant period, see Isaiah 56. 

 29. God has promised to bless all who keep the Sabbath, 

Isaiah 56:2. 

 30. The Lord requires us to call it "honourable," Isaiah 

58:13.  Beware, ye who take delight in calling it the "old Jewish 

Sabbath," or "a yoke of bondage," etc. 

 31. After the holy Sabbath has been trodden down "many 

generations," it is to be restored in the last days, Isaiah 

58:12, 13. 

 32. All the holy prophets kept the seventh day. 



 33. When the Son of God came, He kept the seventh day all 

His life on earth, Luke 4:16, John 15:10.  Thus He followed His 

Father's example at creation.  Shall we not be safe in following 

the example of both the Father and the Son? 

 34. The seventh day is the Lord's day.  See Revelation 

1:10, Mark 2:28, Isaiah 58:13, Exodus 20:10. 

 35. Jesus was Lord of the Sabbath, Mark 2:28, that is, to 

love and protect it, as the husband is the lord of the wife, to 

love and cherish her, I Peter 3:6. 

 36. He vindicated the Sabbath as a merciful institution 

designed for man's good, Mark 2:23-28. 

 37. Instead of abolishing the Sabbath, He carefully taught 

how it should be observed, Matthew 12:1-13. 

 38. He taught His disciples that they should do nothing 

upon the Sabbath day but what was "lawful," Matthew 12:12. 

 39. He instructed His apostles that the Sabbath should be 

prayerfully regarded, Matthew 24:20. 

 40. The pious women who had been with Jesus carefully kept 

the seventh day Sabbath when He was in the grave, Luke 23:56. 

 41. Thirty years after Christ's resurrection, the Holy 

Spirit expressly calls it "the sabbath day," Acts 13:14. 

 42. Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, called it the 

"sabbath day" about A.D. 45, Acts 13:27.  Did not Paul know?  Or 

shall we believe modern teachers, who affirm that it ceased to be 

the Sabbath at the resurrection of Christ? 

 43. Luke, the inspired Christian historian, writing as 

late as A.D. 62, calls it the "sabbath day," Acts 13:44. 

 44. The Gentile converts called it the Sabbath,  Acts 

13:42. 

 45. In the great Christian council, A.D. 49, in the 

presence of the apostles and thousands of disciples, James calls 

it the "sabbath day," Acts 15:21. 

 46. It was customary to hold prayer meetings upon that 

day, Acts 16:13. 

 47. Paul read the Scriptures in public meetings on that 

day, Acts 17:2, 3. 

 48. It was his custom to preach upon that day, Acts 17:2, 

3. 

 49. The Book of Acts alone gives a record of his holding 

eighty-four meetings upon that day.  See Acts 13:14, 44; 16:13; 

17:2, 3. 

 50. There was never any dispute between the Christians and 

the Jews about the Sabbath day.  This is proof that the 

Christians still observed the same day that the Jews did. 

 51. In all their accusations against Paul, they never 

charged him with disregarding the Sabbath day.  Why did they not, 

if he did not keep it? 

 52. But Paul himself expressly declared that he had kept 

the law.  "Neither against the law of the Jews, neither against 

the temple, nor yet against Caesar, have I offended anything at 

all," Acts 25:8.  How could this be true if he had not kept the 

Sabbath? 



 53. The Sabbath is mentioned in the New Testament fifty-

nine or sixty times, and always with respect, bearing the same 

title it had in the Old Testament, "the sabbath day." 

 54. Not a word is said anywhere in the New Testament about 

the Sabbath's being abolished, done away, changed, or anything of 

the kind. 

 55. God has never given permission to any man to work upon 

it.  By what authority does anyone use the seventh day for common 

labor? 

 56. No Christian of the New Testament, either before or 

after the resurrection, ever did ordinary work upon the seventh 

day.  Why should modern Christians do differently from Bible 

Christians? 

 57. There is no record that God has ever removed His 

blessing or sanctification from the seventh day. 

 58. As the Sabbath was kept in Eden before Adam and Eve 

sinned, so it will be observed eternally in the new earth after 

the resurrection, Isaiah 66:22, 23. 

 59. The seventh day Sabbath was an important part of the 

law of God, as it came from His own mouth, and was written by His 

own finger upon stone at Sinai, Exodus 20.  When Jesus began His 

work, He expressly declared that He had not come to destroy the 

law.  "Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 

prophets," Matthew 5:17. 

 60. Jesus severely condemned the Pharisees as hypocrites 

for pretending to love God, while at the same time they made void 

one of the Ten Commandments by their tradition.  The keeping of 

Sunday is only a tradition of men. 

 

Forty Bible Facts Concerning 

the First Day of the Week 

 

 1. The very first thing recorded in the Bible is work 

done on Sunday, the first day of the week, Genesis 1:1-5.  This 

was done by the Creator Himself.  If God made the earth on 

Sunday, can it be wicked for us to work on Sunday? 

 2. God commands men to work upon the first day of the 

week, Exodus 20:8-11.  Is it wrong to obey God? 

 3.None of the patriarchs ever kept it. 

 4. None of the holy prophets ever kept it. 

 5. By the express command of god, His holy people used 

the first day of the week as a common working day for at least 

4,000 years. 

 6. God Himself calls it a "working" day, Ezekiel 46:1. 

 7.God did not rest upon it. 

 8.He never blessed it. 

 9.Christ did not rest upon it. 

 10. Jesus was a carpenter, Mark 6:3, and worked at His 

trade until He was thirty years old.  He kept the Sabbath and 

worked six days in the week, as all admit.  Hence He did many a 

hard day's work on Sunday. 

 11. The apostles worked upon it during the same time. 



 12.The apostles never rested upon it. 

 13.Christ never blessed it. 

 14. It has never been blessed by any divine authority. 

 15. It has never been sanctified. 

 16. No law was ever given to enforce the keeping of it, 

hence it is no transgression to work upon it.  "Where no law is, 

there is no transgression," Romans 4:15.  See also I John 3:4. 

 17. The New Testament nowhere forbids work to be done on 

it. 

 18. No penalty is provided for its violation. 

 19. No blessing is promised for its observance. 

 20. No regulation is given as to how it ought to be 

observed.  Would this be so if the Lord wished us to keep it? 

 21. In the Bible, it is never called the Christian 

Sabbath. 

 22. It is never called the Sabbath day at all. 

 23.It is never called the Lord's Day. 

 24.It is never called even a rest day. 

 25. No sacred title whatever is applied to it.  Then why 

should we call it holy? 

 26. It is simply called "first day of the week." 

 27. Jesus never mentioned it in any way, never took its 

name upon His lips, so far as the Bible record shows. 

 28. The word Sunday never occurs in the Bible at all. 

 29. Neither God, Christ, nor inspired men ever said one 

word in favor of Sunday as a holy day. 

 30. The first day of the week is mentioned only eight 

times in all the New Testament, Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:2, 9; Luke 

24:1; John 20:1, 19; Acts 20:7; I Corinthians 16:2. 

 31. Six of these texts refer to the same first day of the 

week. 

 32. Paul directed the saints to look over their secular 

affairs on that day, I Corinthians 16:2. 

 33. In all the New Testament we have a record of only one 

religious meeting held upon that day, and even this was a night 

meeting, Acts 20:5-12. 

 34. There is not an intimation that they ever held a 

meeting upon it before or after that. 

 35. It was not their custom to meet on that day. 

 36. There was no requirement to break bread on that day. 

 37. We have an account of only one instance in which it 

was done, Acts 20:7. 

 38. That was done in the night, after midnight, verses 7-

11. 

 39. The Bible nowhere says that the first day of the week 

commemorates the resurrection of Christ.  This is a tradition of 

men, which contradicts the law of God, Matthew 15:1-9.  Baptism 

commemorates the burial and resurrection of Jesus, Romans 6:3-5. 

 40. The New Testament is totally silent with regard to any 

change of the Sabbath day or any sacredness for the first day. 

_________________________________________________________________

__________ 



 

 

Can You Find . . . ?[4] 

 

 Can you find one scripture . . . . 

 Telling man to keep the first day of the week holy or to 

worship or rest on the first day of the week? 

 Showing any of the apostles keeping the first day of the 

week as the Sabbath? 

 Declaring that the seventh day is no longer the Eternal's 

Sabbath day? 

 That calls the seventh day the "Jewish" sabbath or one that 

calls the first day the "Christian" sabbath? 

 Calling the first day a holy day? 

 That says the Sabbath was changed from the seventh to the 

first day of the week? 

 That says the Sabbath has been done away? 

 That tells us to keep the first day in honor of the 

resurrection of the Savior? 

 Authorizing someone to set aside the Fourth Commandment and 

observe any other day of the week? 

 Promising blessings for observing Sunday as the Sabbath? 

 Where an apostle taught us to keep the first day of the 

week as the Sabbath? 

 Where punishment or cursing is threatened for not observing 

Sunday? 

 Where Sunday is now appointed to be kept as the New 

Testament Sabbath or holy day? 

 All of these facts point conclusively to the fact that the 

Bible Sabbath should still be kept today. 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Sabbath Has Never Been Lost[5] 

 

4004 B.C. Genesis 2:1-3: God hallowed. 

 

1950 B.C. Genesis 26:5: Abraham kept. 

 

1491 B.C.Exodus 16:25, 26, 28: Israel kept law and the Sabbath. 

 

1491 B.C.Exodus 20:8-11: God gave from Sinai. 

 

1491 B.C.Exodus 31:13-17: A perpetual covenant. 

 

1451 B.C.Deuteronomy 5:12-15: To Israel beyond the Jordan. 

 

1042 B.C.Psalm 92 (title): "A . . . song for the sabbath." 

 

1004 B.C.II Chronicles 8:13, 14: In Solomon's day. 

 

712 B.C.Isaiah 56:1-8, The Sabbath -- a blessing! 

 



594 B.C.Ezekiel 20:11-13, 19, 20: God displeased because Sabbath 

was broken. 

445 B.C.Nehemiah 13:15-20, The governor commands Sabbath to be 

observed! 

 

A.D. 26Luke 23:56, After Jesus died on the cross. 

 

A.D. 53 Acts 17:2, Paul's custom. 

 

A.D. 64Hebrews 4:9-10, (See R.S.V. and Lamsa version). 

 

A.D. 90I John 2:3-5, (The fourth commandment also). 

 

A.D. 96Revelation 14:12: (Sabbath is one of the Ten 

Commandments). 

 

Future: Isaiah 66:22, 23, To be observed in the new earth. 

 This means that the people of God knew when the Sabbath was 

for 4,100 years, although during this time most people could not 

read.  How could we (in the twentieth century) fail to know what 

day the Sabbath is? 

 The first of the week is mentioned only eight times in the 

New Testament.  The Sabbath is mentioned about 59 times. 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Reasons Why The Seventh-Day Sabbath Should Be Observed  

 

 The question is frequently asked, "Why do some people 

observe a day of rest on Saturday instead of Sunday?"  The most 

casual reader of the Scriptures will not find Saturday or Sunday 

mentioned by those names in the Bible.  Actually, these two days 

of the Roman Calendar are referred to in the Bible as the Sabbath 

and as the first day of the week. 

 The Bible says, "Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: but the seventh 

day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God . . . " (Exodus 20:8-10).  

This verse identifies the seventh day of the week as the sabbath. 

 The seventh day of the week, or the day just preceding the 

first day of the week, is commonly referred to as the Sabbath in 

the Bible.  In Matthew 28:1, the Sabbath is clearly identified as 

the day which falls before the first day of the week.  The verse 

says, "In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the 

first day of the week . . . ."  On our calendar Saturday is the 

seventh day of the week.  Many people attend church services on 

that day because they believe Saturday is the Bible Sabbath and 

should yet be observed. 

 There are many reasons why the Sabbath should be observed.  

Here is a list of some of those reasons: 

 1. God made the Sabbath (Genesis 2:3). 

 2. God rested from His labors on the seventh day (Genesis 

2:2). 



 3. The Sabbath was made for man (Mark 2:27). 

 4. God blessed the seventh day and named it Sabbath 

(Exodus 20:10, 11). 

 5. God blessed the seventh day because on it He rested 

from the work of creation (Genesis 2:2; Exodus 20:11). 

 6. God not only blessed the seventh day, but He also 

sanctified it (Genesis 2:3). 

 7. There is no record in all the Scriptures that God ever 

removed His blessing from the Sabbath and placed it upon another 

day of the week. 

 8. God's people kept the Sabbath before the Ten 

Commandments were given on Mount Sinai (Exodus 16:22-26). 

 9. God ordained that man should keep the Sabbath (Exodus 

20:8; Hebrews 4:3, 4). 

 10. God forbade work on the Sabbath day even in harvest 

time (Exodus 34:21). 

 11. God promised the Gentiles (strangers) a blessing if 

they joined His people and kept the Sabbath (Isaiah 56:6,7). 

 12. God promised to bless any man who keeps the Sabbath 

(Isaiah 56:2). 

 13. Nowhere in the Bible do we find a command to keep any 

other day in place of the seventh-day Sabbath. 

 14. God called the Sabbath His holy day (Isaiah 58:13). 

 15. The Sabbath is a sign between God and His people 

(Exodus 31:17). 

 16. The Sabbath is one of the Ten Commandments which God 

gave unto His people to observe (Exodus 20:8-11). 

 17. Jesus kept the Sabbath during His ministry on earth 

(Luke 4:16). 

 18. Christ is Lord of the Sabbath (Mark 2:28; Isaiah 

58:13; and Matthew 12:8). 

 19. Christ recognized the Sabbath law as binding (Matthew 

12:12; 5:17,18). 

 20. Christ kept His Father's commandments which included 

the seventh-day Sabbath (John 8:12). 

 21. The Sabbath was observed at the time of the 

crucifixion (Luke 23:56). 

 22. By inspiration, the writer of the book of Acts speaks 

of the observance of Sabbath after the cross (Acts 17:2). 

 23. Paul recognized the Sabbath after his conversion, 

about 45 A.D. (Acts 13:27). 

 24. Gentiles asked Paul to preach to them on the seventh-

day Sabbath (Acts 13:42). 

 25. Paul held a city-wide gospel meeting on the seventh-

day Sabbath (Acts 13:44). 

 26. Paul attended prayer meeting on the Sabbath day by the 

river side, when no synagogue was available (Acts 16:13). 

 27. It was Paul's custom to preach Christ on the seventh-

day Sabbath (Acts 17:2, 3). 

 28. At Corinth, Paul preached every Sabbath for eighteen 

months (Acts 18:1-4, 11). 



 29. James recognized the seventh-day Sabbath many years 

after Christ (Acts 15:21). 

 30. The seventh-day Sabbath will be kept during the time 

of the millennium (Isaiah 66:23). 

 31. No other day is given by Christ but the seventh-day 

Sabbath to be observed as an holy day (Hebrews 4:4). 

 32. The sanctity of the seventh day was never changed to 

the first day of the week, neither by the resurrection of Christ 

nor otherwise.  Christ rose "IN THE END of the Sabbath" (Matthew 

28:1-6). 

 33. Christ made it obligatory for us to keep all Ten 

Commandments in order to obtain eternal life (Matthew 19:17; 

Revelation 22:14). 

 34. The seventh-day Sabbath remains the day of rest for 

God's people (Hebrews 4:9). 

 35. There is no indication in all the Scriptures that the 

first day of the week, known as Sunday, is to be observed as a 

day of rest or a day of worship. 

 The Ten Commandments, including the Sabbath were a part of 

creation and existed before the time the tables of stone were 

given on Mount Sinai (Exodus 16:23, 29).  God desires the worship 

of His people, and it is reasonable to say that He gave the 

Sabbath at creation for the good of mankind, that they might 

enjoy blessed fellowship on His holy day.  Jesus referred to the 

Sabbath in that way when He said, "The Sabbath was made for man, 

and not man for the Sabbath" (Mark 2:27, 28). 

 In the book of Genesis, God's will for man is evident, and 

while the Ten Commandments were not recorded on tables of stone, 

we find they were recorded (Exodus 16:28).  God instructed the 

patriarchs of old what was required of them.  It is said of 

Abraham: "Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my 

commandments, my statutes, and my laws" (Genesis 26:5).  The 

tables of stone were given to Moses on Mount Sinai six hundred 

and fifteen years after Abraham kept the commandments, statutes, 

and laws of God, thus they had to be in existence before Mount 

Sinai.  If the commandments had not been in existence, it is 

doubtful that God would have punished Cain for killing Abel.  If 

Cain had no knowledge that it was wrong to kill (Genesis 4:8), he 

would not have been punished.  Thou shalt not kill is the sixth 

of the Ten Commandments. 

 James tells us if we break one of the commandments, we are 

guilty of breaking all of them.  He writes, "For whosoever shall 

keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 

point, he is guilty of all.  For he that said, Do not commit 

adultery, said also, Do not kill.  Now if thou commit no 

adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the 

law" (James 2:10, 11).  The same principle holds true with all 

the commandments.  If we do not steal, yet if we dishonor our 

parents, we become transgressors of the law.  If we do not kill, 

yet if we break the seventh-day Sabbath and do not observe it as 

an holy day unto the Lord, we become a transgressor of the whole 

law. 



 Honor God and keep His commandments, and be among those of 

whom it is said, "Here are they that keep the commandments of God 

and the faith of Jesus" (Revelation 14:12), and you shall inherit 

eternal life. 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Ten Commandments -- As Found in the Old and New Testaments  

 

 The New Testament restates each of the Ten Commandments, 

either in exact words or in words conveying the same meaning.  

These inspired writers understood that the law given on Mt. Sinai 

and "written with the finger of God" (Exodus 31:18; Deuteronomy 

9:10) was not abrogated or abolished at the time Christ died on 

the cross. 

 Following are the Ten Commandments as recorded in Exodus 

20:3-17 with the New Testament version (or equivalent) of each 

one printed immediately afterward.  A comparison will reveal that 

the entire Decalogue has been carried over into the New Testament 

after the cross and, that it was intended to be in force during 

the new dispensation, which includes the present time and until 

Christ returns to establish His eternal Kingdom. 

 

I 

 

 Old:  "Thou shalt have no other gods before me." 

 New:  "Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God and him only 

shalt thou serve" (Matthew 4:10; I Corinthians 8:6). 

 

II 

 

 Old:  "Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or 

any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in 

the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; thou 

shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the 

Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 

fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of 

them that hate me; and shewing mercy unto thousands of them that 

love me, and keep my commandments." 

 New:  "Little children, keep yourselves from idols." 

"Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to 

think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, 

graven by art and man's device" (I John 5:21; Acts 17:29). 

 

III 

 

 Old:  "Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in 

vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his 

name in vain." 

 New:  " . . . that the name of God and his doctrine be not 

blasphemed" (I Timothy 6:1). 

 

IV 



 

 Old:  "Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days 

shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: but the seventh day is 

the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any 

work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor 

thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within 

thy gates: for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 

sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: 

wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it." 

 New:  " . . . The sabbath was made for man, and not man for 

the sabbath: therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the 

sabbath."  "For he spake in certain place of the seventh day on 

this wise, And God did rest the seventh day from all his works."  

"For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from 

his own works, as God did from his."  "For by him were all things 

created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth . . . " (Mark 

2:27-28; Hebrews 4:4,10; Colossians 1:16). 

 

V 

 

 Old:  "Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may 

be long upon the land which the Lord giveth thee." 

 New:  "Honour thy father and thy mother . . . " (Matthew 

19:19). 

 

VI 

 

 Old:  "Thou shalt not kill." 

 New:  "Thou shalt not kill . . . " (Romans 13:9). 

 

VII 

 

 Old:  "Thou shalt not commit adultery." 

 New:  "Thou shalt not commit adultery . . . " (Romans 

13:9). 

 

VIII 

 

 Old:  "Thou shalt not steal." 

 New:  "Thou shalt not steal . . . " (Romans 13:9). 

 

IX 

 

 Old:  "Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 

neighbour." 

 New:  "Thou shalt not bear false witness . . . " (Romans 

13:9). 

 

X 

 

 Old:  "Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou 

shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his 



maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy 

neighbour's." 

 New:  " . . . Thou shalt not covet" (Romans 7:7). 

 

 

 

 

Facts You Should Know 

Concerning the Ten Commandments 

 

While it is true that we are saved by grace through faith, it is 

very evident that something besides grace is necessary, for James 

said: "But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works 

is dead?" (James 2:20), and " . . . faith which worketh by love" 

(Galatians 5:6) obeys Jesus in that Jesus stated: "If ye love me, 

keep my commandments" (John 14:15). 

  

The Author and Finisher of our faith (Jesus) plainly said: " . . 

. if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments" (Matthew 

19:17). 

 

 

 

ENDNOTES 

 

 

 

Jubilee and the Sabbath Year 

 

 

 Not only is there a weekly Sabbath, there is an annual 

Sabbath every seven  years, and every fifty years there is a 

Jubilee Sabbath.  Let us take a  ook at the Jubilee and 

Sabbatical Years. 

 

Land Sabbath Law Similar to 

the Weekly Sabbath  

 

 In Exodus 23:10-12, we are told that the purpose of the 

seventh year is so that the poor and the animals shall eat.  This 

applies also to the vineyard and olive trees.  The law has no 

limit to a specific time or a specific land.  It is not limited 

to Palestine.  The Land Sabbath Law would be in force along with 

the weekly Sabbath.  

 

Fruit Trees Have Slightly 

Different Statutes 

 

 Leviticus 19:23-25 shows that the first three year's fruit 

shall be considered "uncircumcised," and not eaten.  The fruit of 

the fourth year is all holy to the Eternal.  You may eat the 

fruit in the fifth year. 



 

The Land Must Keep a Sabbath 

 

 Leviticus 25:1-7 describes the Land Sabbath.  Sowing is not 

permitted in the seventh year, neither is pruning of the 

vineyard.  You cannot reap nor gather to store up that which 

grows of itself.  Yet you can consume fresh anything that grows 

of itself for the sabbath of the land shall be meat for you, your 

servants, the stranger and the beasts and cattle.  It is a year 

of rest for the land (not for you). 

 If we observe the seventh year, God promises we will dwell 

in the land safely, and have plenty of food to eat, Leviticus 

25:18-19.  God promises a blessing in the sixth year, Leviticus 

25:20-22. 

 

Seventh Year Also Called 

"Year of Release" 

 

 In Deuteronomy 15:1-18, the seventh year is called the 

LORD'S release, and all debts are to be forgiven.  The reason for 

this law is to relieve the poor. 

 Exodus 21:1-6 describes how Hebrew servants were to be 

released in the seventh year, unless they voluntarily desired to 

be lifelong servants. 

 Deuteronomy 31:9-13 says that the Law is to be read at the 

end of the seventh year, at the Feast of Tabernacles.  This would 

ensure that former debtors and servants were properly taught 

God's Law so they might not have to become poor again. 

 

The Fiftieth Year is the Jubilee 

 

 Leviticus 25:8-55 describes the fiftieth, or Jubilee, year.  

"Jubilee" means "liberty."  God owns the land, and in the 

Jubilee, He wants the return of every man to his possession.  The 

land must be redeemed.  Men must be returned to their land, their 

family.  Beginning on the Day of Atonement with the sound of a 

trumpet,  the Jubilee is a "holy" year, verse 12.  Leviticus 

27:14-34 describes the redemption of gifts and tithes, which are 

calculated based on the number of years to Jubilee. 

 Numbers 36:1-9 says that the purpose of Jubilee is to keep 

the inheritances separate, preventing dispossession.  

 Ezekiel 46:16-18 states that even the prince of Israel is 

not to dispossess people of their inheritance.  Gifts from the 

prince shall revert back to the family of the prince at the year 

of liberty. 

 

Why Did Israel Go Into Captivity?  

 

 Leviticus 26:23-24, 32-35, 43 tell us plainly that one of 

the main reasons Israel went into captivity was for not letting 

the land rest. 



 Jeremiah 34:8-17 informs us that because Israel reneged and 

did not free their Hebrew servants, God would proclaim "liberty" 

unto these cruel taskmasters to the sword, pestilence, famine and 

captivity. 

 II Chronicles 36:14-21 describes how Judah mocked God's 

prophets and so were carried away captive to Babylon, until the 

land had enjoyed her sabbaths.  Israel rested seventy years 

before the Jews returned from captivity. 

 

The Ministry of Jesus Christ 

and Jubilee 

 

 Isaiah 61:1-11 compares the Millennium with the Sabbatical 

or Jubilee years.  See also Isaiah 58:6.  In Luke 4:16-21, the 

Savior began His ministry by preaching a "Jubilee" message.  

Although some have erroneously said that this sermon was on 

Pentecost as claimed by proponents of the "Sabbaton Theory," the 

Jubilee message, and not a Pentecost message, was clearly given.  

Since Jubilee began on the Day of Atonement, it is most likely 

the Sabbath on which this message was given, was Atonement, and 

not Pentecost.  True liberty can only be had by accepting our 

Savior as Master and Lord.  Since it is likely that Jesus gave 

this sermon in A.D. 27 some have concluded thereby that A.D. 27 

was a Jubilee year. 

 

A Sign of Modern Israel 

 

 Cast in the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia is a part of the 

Jubilee call:  " . . . Proclaim liberty throughout all the land 

unto all the inhabitants thereof."  On July 8th,  1776, the bell 

rang out summoning the people to hear the reading of the 

Declaration of Independence.  Our nation did not obey the Law of 

Jubilee, and about fifty years after the War of Independence, the 

bell cracked and has not been rung since!  Periodic depressions 

have occurred about every fifty years -- from The Digest of 

Divine Law, pages 109-110. 

 

Josephus Mentions Sabbatical Year and Jubilee 

 

 In Josephus' book, Antiquities of the Jews, 3:12:3, he 

describes Biblical laws relative to the Sabbatical year and 

Jubilee.  Antiochus besieged Judas Maccabeus and the Temple 

during a Sabbatical year, 12:9:5.  During the war between Ptolomy 

and Hyercanus, it was a sabbatical year, 13:8:1.  Taxes were not 

paid to Caesar during the seventh year, 14:10:6.  In 15:1:2, 

Josephus says when Herod the Great plundered the wealthy and even 

robbed the dead for silver and gold to give to Anthony, that it 

was a Sabbatical year.  In the thirteenth year of Herod the 

Great, there was a great famine and pestilence (15:9:1).  In 

Whiston's footnotes to Josephus, he says this famine was worse 

than the famine of the days of Ahab, and even worse than the days 

of Jacob, and that this was a Sabbatical or Jubilee year. 



 

Meaning of Sabbatical 

and Jubilee Year 

 

 The significance of the Sabbatical and Jubilee year is not 

limited to the rest of the land and rejuvenation of the soil.  It 

is to remind us, as does the weekly Sabbath, that the Eternal is 

the Creator.  Just as it took faith for Israelites not to farm on 

the Sabbatical and Jubilee years, so today it takes faith to 

trust Him for sustenance.  Man is not the sole owner of the soil, 

and he does not hold property in perpetuity but only under the 

Almighty's trust, Leviticus 25:23.  We own nothing by inherent 

right, for like the children of Israel, we were slaves in 

spiritual "Egypt," Deuteronomy 15:15.  Out of gratitude to the 

Eternal for our liberation, we must extend liberty to our debtors 

and servants. 

 The word translated "release" in Deuteronomy 15:1 can also 

mean "dropping."  The seventh year is a year of dropping, or 

cancellation, of debts.  What better time than the seventh year 

to settle old scores with people, to "bury the hatchet."  We were 

on spiritual death row, waiting for execution in the lake of 

fire.  Then, the Almighty in His great mercy, called us and 

forgave us.  Through His Son the Messiah, all charges were 

dropped against us.  This should be a cause for rejoicing. 

 If our nation observed the Sabbatical and Jubilee years,  

it would be tremendously blessed, instead of  cursed like it is 

now.  There would be no crushing debt nor an imbalance of the 

very rich and the very poor.  Land values would be relatively 

stable, and inflation and depressions would not occur.  The Law 

of God would be taught in detail every seventh year, which would 

result in good government and prosperity.   But we will have to 

wait for the millennium for the good results of national 

obedience to the Almighty's laws. 

 

When Is the Jubilee Year? 

 

 According to William Whiston's footnotes to Josephus, 24 

B.C. was a Sabbatical year, and 23 B.C. was a Jubilee year.  This 

would mean that A.D. 27 was a Sabbatical year,  and A.D. 28 was a 

Jubilee year.  If this is true, then 1977 was a Sabbatical year 

and 1978 a Jubilee year.  Sabbatical years would occur in 1985, 

1992, 1999, 2006, 2013, 2020 and 2027, with the next Jubilee in 

2028. 

 The Jews today are in confusion as to Sabbatical years and 

Jubilee years.  True fifty-year Jubilee years were only counted 

during Temple times.  Some Jews believe that every 15th and 65th 

years of the world era are Jubilee years.  Thus,  1955 and 2005 

would be Jubilee years.  And 1976 and 1983 would have been 

Sabbatical years.  The year A.D. 1979 equals 5739 A.M. (anno 

mundi, year of the world, Jewish year computation) or 3,760 years 

difference.  However,  Sabbatical years are counted from 3829 

A.M. on,  the year of the destruction of the Second Temple which 



was a Sabbatical year (A.D. 69).  Whiston's schedule would have 

A.D. 70 as a Sabbatical year.  This means that the Jewish 

shemittah is every seventh year, without a separate 50th year.  

The year 1980 would be a seventh year (5740 divides evenly by 7). 

 Why are the Jews confused?  Because they did not obey God.  

They admit that when the First Temple stood, full fifty-year 

cycles were used.  The next year after the Jubilee was the first 

year of the next fifty-year cycle of seven seven-year cycles.  

Because the tribes of Reuben,  Gad,  and half of Manasseh were 

exiled,  tradition says,  the Jubilee was no longer in effect, 

because it was for " . . . all the inhabitants thereof," 

Leviticus 25:10.  The Jubilees were not properly calculated, and 

a 49-year cycle was instituted where the "Jubilee" year was also 

the beginning year of the next seven year cycle.  Jubilee is 

counted by the Jews exactly as they count Pentecost.  Hence, Jews 

observe Sivan 6 as Pentecost (see Encyclopedia Judaica, article 

"Sabbatical Year and Jubilee," pages 579-580). 

 Around 153-105 B.C., an apocryphal book, the Book of 

Jubilees, was written.  It divides the history of the world into 

"Jubilees" of 49-year periods, seven weeks of years.  The 

biblical idea of the Jubilee year,  the 50th year following the 

seven weeks of years (Leviticus 25:8-12) is ignored.  Thus, the 

Jews accepted this erroneous idea and are confused as to the true 

Jubilee.  As the Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible (Abingdon 

Press, Nashville, 1962), article "Jubilee, Year of," admits, the 

so-called Book of Jubilees completely disregards the original and 

true Jubilee Year: 

 

 . . . in the official count of Sabbatical Years in the Maccabean 

and post-Maccabean periods the Jubilee Year was omitted entirely 

and the Sabbatical Years followed each other in uninterrupted 

succession every seven years.  Moreover, certain later, rabbinic 

authorities likewise reckoned a Jubilee period as of only forty-

nine years, although a majority adhered, quite naturally, to the 

biblical reckoning of the period as of fifty years. 

 

 Jews began to believe that the Law of Jubilee did not apply 

to them,  because the land of Israel was not fully occupied by 

them.  Today, Rabbis have relaxed the Sabbatical year because of 

"economic hardship."  Land is "sold" to Moslems,  and leased 

back.  It is observed only ceremonially,  not in reality,  in 

order to perpetuate the memory of the Sabbatical year. 

 Yet Jews believe the Son of David will come on the last 

Jubilee.  "The precept of the Jubilee is often regarded as one of 

the basic precepts of the Torah!  There are seven basic precepts: 

offerings, tithes, shemittot, Jubilees, circumcision, honor of 

father and mother, and study of the Torah (Judaica, page 582)." 

 An article written by an unknown Radio Church of God author 

in the 1950's agrees with the Jewish concept, that Jubilee years 

cannot be kept, because upon the Jews' return from captivity,  

there was no divinely appointed inheritance.  Jews were living on 

land of other tribes which never returned from captivity.  The 



article states that Jeremiah 34:1, 8-16, shows that October 586 

B.C. to October 585 was a Sabbatical year.  The author states 

that the seven-year cycles were observed after the return,  with 

no intervening 50th Jubilee year.  The year A.D. 69 was said to 

be a seventh year.  And 1952, 1959, 1966, 1973, 1980, 1987, 1994 

and 2001 were thought to be Sabbatical years.  You can examine 

various sources, and see that there are different ideas of when 

the Sabbatical and Jubilee years occur. 

 The third tithe year depends upon the seven year cycle, 

Deuteronomy 14:28-29.  The Church's administration,  or more 

properly, adaptation, of the third tithe law is pragmatic, not 

Biblical.  They said that since we cannot determine when the 

Biblical Sabbatical year occurs, then each member was to figure 

his seven-year cycles from the Feast of Tabernacles (or Feast of 

Unleavened Bread) nearest his baptism.  The third and sixth years 

in each seven-year cycle would be third tithe years.  I was 

baptized in March of 1969, and figure my seven-year cycles from 

the Feast of Tabernacles of 1968.  For me, then, the years 

(beginning at the Feast of Tabernacles) of 1974, 1981, 1988, 

1995, and 2002 would be Sabbatical years.  A 

person baptized at some other time would have a different seven-

year cycle. 

 In the early 1970s, the Worldwide Church of God excused 

most people from paying third tithe, saying that their taxes paid 

for government welfare programs which are intended to alleviate 

the poor.  Likewise, in 1973, the Worldwide Church of God issued 

a policy on Land Sabbath,  stating that it is only a principle.  

Their new teaching is that the Land Sabbath is not a binding law 

for which the transgression is sin.  Thus, they acceded to the 

Jewish idea of watering down the Land Sabbath.  Jewish Rabbis 

have abrogated the land rest law.  Worldwide Church leaders have 

loosed members from obeying this law. 

 When is the Jubilee year?  When is the Sabbatical year?  

The issue is of major importance.  Israel went into captivity for 

not obeying this law.  This is a major area Herbert W. Armstrong 

never understood.  Neither do we understand when we are to begin 

the Jubilee count.  If God will send modern Israel into captivity 

for the same reason as ancient Israel, knowledge must be 

increased, and Israel must be warned, Amos 3:7, Daniel 12:4, John 

7:17.  We look forward to the time when we will understand, and 

witness the fulfillment, of the Land Sabbath and Jubilee year.ê 

 

Originally published as Study No. 40. 

 

 

Beware of Modern Paganism  

 

 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not 

come except that man of sin be revealed (exposed)," II 

Thessalonians 2:3. "Every plant which my heavenly Father had not 

planted, shall be rooted up," Matthew 15:13. 

 



 1. Tell me, Lord, do you have a special day of rest for 

your followers or is every day alike? 

 

"I was in the spirit on the Lord's day,"  Revelation 1:1.  The 

"Lord's day" in this verse does not refer to a day of worship, 

but "the day of the Lord" the return of the Messiah to the earth. 

This day is called "the day of Christ," II Thessalonians 2:2, 

"his day," Luke 17:24.  "The day of the Lord" will come as a 

thief in the night," I Thessalonians 5:2 and II Peter 3:10.  It 

will be "the day," when every man's work will be revealed 

(judged), I Corinthians 3:13.  That day is approaching and we 

should not forsake the assembling of ourselves together, Hebrews 

10:25. 

 

 2 .Does it make any difference which day we assemble 

ourselves to worship you, Lord?  Which day is the Lord's Day of 

worship?  Which day are you Lord of?  Is there a commanded day of 

worship? 

 

"The Son of man is Lord even of the Sabbath day," Matthew 12:8. 

 

 3. There are seven days in the week, which day is the 

Sabbath day? 

 

"But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD thy God . . . ."  

This is the fourth commandment, Exodus 20:10. 

 

 4. Which day according to our reckoning is the seventh 

day, Saturday or Sunday? 

 

"And when the Sabbath was past Mary Magdalene and Mary, the 

mother of James . . . very early in the morning the first day of 

the week, they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun . 

. . .  And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man . . 

. .  And he saith unto them, be not affrighted: He is risen," 

Mark 16:1-6. 

 

 5. But Lord didn't you abolish the law which contains the 

Sabbath commandment? 

 

"Do not suppose that, I have come to do away with the law or the 

prophets.  I have not come to do away with them, but to enforce 

them," Matthew 5:17. (Goodspeed translation) 

 

 6. Well, at least, didn't you change the fourth 

commandment so that today your followers may keep another day? 

 

"I tell you, as long as heaven and earth endure, not one dotting 

of an `i' or crossing of a `t' will be dropped from the law until 

it is all observed," Matthew 5:18 (Goodspeed translation) 

 



 7. But Lord isn't Saturday Jewish?  Isn't the Seventh day 

the Sabbath of the Jews? 

 

"The Sabbath was made for man," Mark 2:27.  The Sabbath was made 

and given to man 2,500 years before the existence of a Jew.  See 

Genesis 2:1-3. 

 

 8. Some preachers told us that after your Crucifixion, 

your followers no longer kept the seventh day Sabbath according 

to the commandment.  Is this True? 

 

"And that day was the preparation (day) and the Sabbath drew on. 

And the women also, which came with Him from Galilee, followed 

after, and beheld the sepulchre, and how His body was laid, and 

they returned and prepared spices and ointments: and rested the 

Sabbath day according to the commandment," Luke 23:54-56. 

 

 9. Will the Sabbath continue to be in force and 

practicable till the last days tribulation which will usher in 

Christ and His Kingdom on earth? 

 

"But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter neither on the 

sabbath day.  For then shall be great tribulation, such as was 

not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever 

shall be.  And except those days should be shortened, there 

should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days 

shall be shortened. 

 

"Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or 

there; believe it not. For there shall arise false Christs, and 

false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch 

that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. 

Behold, I have told you before.  Wherefore if they shall say unto 

you, Behold, he is in the desert, go not forth: behold, he is in 

the secret chambers; believe it not.  For as the lightning cometh 

out of the east, and shineth even into the west; so shall also 

the coming of the son of man be.  For wheresoever the carcass is, 

there will the eagles be gathered together.  Immediately after 

the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the 

moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 

heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken.  And then 

shall appear the sign of the son of man in heaven and then shall 

all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the son of 

man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and 

they shall gather together his elect from four winds, from one 

end of heaven to the other," Matthew 24:20-31. 

 

NOTE: The Sabbath continues to be strict to the end time when 

tribulation will begin.  By this, Jesus warns us that temptation 

will not be an excuse for breaking the Sabbath in that he had 

told us to pray that we be not tempted to break it.  If the 



Sabbath had been done away with after His death, He would not 

have warned us to pray that our tribulation begin not on the 

Sabbath. 

 

 10. But didn't the Apostle Paul always meet with the early 

Christians on Sunday in honor of your Resurrection? 

 

"And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three 

Sabbath days reasoned with them out of the Scriptures," Acts 

17:2. 

 

10a. Perhaps he met with the Jews on the Sabbath, and Gentiles 

on Sunday.  What about that? 

 

"And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded 

the Jews and Greeks," Acts 18:4.  See also Acts 13:42,44. 

 

 11. What did Paul teach in regard to Sabbath keeping? 

 

"Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, 

which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way nailing it 

to his cross; . . . let not man therefore judge you in meat or in 

drink [margin: for eating and drinking] or in respect of an 

holyday, or of the moon, or of the Sabbath days . . . which are a 

shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ," Colossians 

2:14-17. 

 

 11a. Under the Old Testament, meat and drink offerings were 

eaten on these days.  They pointed to the body of Christ. (Jesus 

said unto them) "my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink 

indeed," John 6:55. 

 

 11b. Where were meat and drink offering demanded by law?  

On Sabbaths, new moons, and festival periods? 

 

Numbers 28:1-8 shows two lambs as meat offering and a quart of 

wine for drink offering in respect of a daily sacrifice.  Then, 

there were two lambs as meat offering in respect of every Sabbath 

day, verses 9-10.  Also two cows, one ram, seven lambs for meat 

offering and one and one half gallons of wine as drink offering 

in respect of New Moon, verses 11-15. Numbers 28:16, through 

29:40 deals with meat and drink offerings in respect of annual 

festival Sabbaths. 

 

 12. How did some of the Kings of Israel handle this? 

 

"(Hezekiah) from his own flocks and herds he provided animals for 

the burnt offering each morning and evening, and for those 

offered on the Sabbath, at the New moon festivals, and at the 

other festival which are required by the law of the Lord," II 

Chronicles 31:3 (Good News Bible translation). 

 



"Solomon offered burnt offerings . . . on the altar of the Lord . 

. . .  Even after a certain rate as everyday offering, . . .  on 

the Sabbaths, and on the New Moons, and on the solemn feasts, 

three times in the year, even in the Feast of Unleavened Bread, 

and in the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) and in the feast of 

Tabernacles," II Chronicles 8:12-13. 

 

NOTE: New Testament believers do not offer burnt offerings on 

these days because the sacrificial offerings were fulfilled in 

Christ.  However, they do have enjoyable festival meals, in 

moderation.  Some will criticize believers for their eating and 

drinking on Sabbaths, feast days and New Moons, saying "touch 

not, taste not, handle not," Colossians 2:21.  In departing from 

the true Sabbath observed by the early church of the original 

apostles, the apostates who became Catholics made the weekly 

Sabbath into a fast day.  In other words, Colossians 2:14-17 says 

to let no man judge you regarding eating and drinking on these 

appointed days: Holy Days, Sabbaths and New Moons.  Don't listen 

to what men say, listen to the body of Christ -- the church.  The 

Colossians were not offering burnt offerings, yet they were 

criticized for observing the Sabbaths and Holy Days of God. This 

is positive proof that these sacred times are still to be 

observed. 

 

 12a. Where then is Christ's body the fulfillment of these? 

 

"For the law having a shadow of good things to come . . . .  For 

it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should 

take away sins.  Wherefore when he cometh into the world he 

saith, sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast 

thou prepared me," Hebrews 10:1-5. 

 

 12b. Hence the sacrifices have been done away.  Are the 

days attached to them also done away with? 

 

"Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for 

sin . . . .  Let us hold fast the profession of our faith . . . .  

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together . . . as ye 

see the day [of the Lord] approaching," Hebrews 10:18, 23, 25. 

 

 13. Why then do so many people keep Sunday instead of 

Saturday? If the Bible teaches Sabbath Keeping, how and by whom 

was Sunday Keeping started? 

 

"And he [the `little horn' power, the Beast with 666] shall speak 

great words against the most High . . . and think to change their 

religious laws and festivals," Daniel 7:25 (Goodnews Bible). 

 

The Roman Catholic Church is the little horn, the Beast with 666, 

(Ask for our tract, Worship Not the Beast With 666.  We will be 

happy to send you one.) 

 



Does the Catholic Church think it has the power to change the 

laws of God? "Had she not such power, she could not have done 

that in which all modern religionists agree with her; She could 

not have substituted the observance of Sunday, the first day of 

the week, for the observance of Saturday, the seventh day of the 

week a change for which there is no Scriptural authority," 

Stephen Keanan, a Roman Catholic Priest, in Doctrinal Catechism 

page 174. 

 

 13a. From the Roman Catholic Igbo Catechism page 7 question 

15.  We have these questions and answers: What is a sacred 

tradition of the Church? 

 

Answer: It is such a tradition that was not found written in the 

Bible, and it goes on from one hand to another and reached us. 

 

Question 17 asks: Give us an example of such a tradition. 

 

Answer: Some of the traditions are as follows (1) infant baptism, 

(2) keeping of Sunday holy instead of the Sabbath days. 

 

 14. When was this change made? 

 

"We observe Sunday instead of Saturday because the Catholic 

Church in the Council of Laodicea (364 A.D.) transferred the 

solemnity from Saturday to Sunday," Peter G. Irman, The Converts 

Catechism, page 50.  This Catechism was blessed by the Pope on 

January, 25th 1910. 

 

At your request we will be happy to send to you our tract titled 

Worship Not the Beast with 666. 

 

 15. Do Protestant Ministers and even the government agree 

with this? 

 

CONGREGATIONIST: "It is quite clear that however rigidly or 

devotedly we may spend Sunday, we are not keeping the sabbath," 

Dr. R.W. Dale, The Ten Commandments, page 106. 

 

METHODIST: "Sabbath in the Hebrew language signifies rest and on 

the seventh day of the week . . . and it must be confessed that 

there is no law in the New Testament concerning the first day," 

Buck's Theological Dictionary. 

 

BAPTIST: "There was and is a command to keep holy the Sabbath 

day, but that Sabbath day was not Sunday.  It will however be 

readily said, and with some show of triumph, that the Sabbath was 

transferred from the seventh to the first day of the week . . . .  

Where can the record of such a transaction be found?  Not in the 

New Testament.  Absolutely not . . . .  Of course, I quite well 

know that Sunday did come into use in early Christian history . . 

. .  But what a pity that it comes branded with the mark of 



Paganism, and christened with the name of the sun-god, then 

adopted and sanctified by the Papal apostasy and bequeathed as a 

sacred legacy to Protestantism," Dr. E.T. Hiscox, Baptist Manual. 

 

BISHOP OF OWERRI,  Bishop B.C. Nwankiti:  "This sad time 

[persecution] was changed by Constantine (312-337) who was made 

emperor . . . .  His Edict of Toleration in 313 enabled any one . 

. . to worship how he liked . . . it was one of the turning 

points in the history of the world.  Sunday became a day of rest 

throughout the empire," A Short History of the Christian Church, 

page 15, by Nwankiti. 

 

THE NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT: "Constantine is remembered for another 

reason.  He was the first Roman Emperor to become a Christian . . 

. .  At first, the day set aside for Christian worship had been 

Saturday. Constantine changed it to Sunday,"  Page 146 of the 

History course for junior secondary schools in Nigeria book one 

by J. E. ADETORO. 

 

NOTE: The Nigerian Government upheld this to be truth and that it 

must be taught to her children. 

 

PRESENT DAY CHURCH LEADERS, PASTORS, EVANGELISTS, BISHOPS ETC. 

confirm that it is true that Saturday is the true Sabbath day. 

Why don't they keep it?  "But I will be put out of a job by my 

superior officer if I teach the truth to the flock," some say. "I 

will lose my converts if I teach the Sabbath," others conclude. 

No wonder God said in Ezekiel 22:26-27 that her leaders hid their 

eyes from His sabbaths that they may make dishonest gain out of 

the flock or make money out of the flock.  In verse 28, the Bible 

says they teach falsehood (like Sunday keeping) saying thus says 

the Lord when the Lord had not spoken.  In Micah 3:11 the Bible 

says again they preach for hire and teach for money.  You will be 

foolish if you allow them to make business out of you, at the 

same time teaching nothing but an error. 

 

 16. What difference does it make; which day I keep?  A day 

is a day, isn't it? 

 

"Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, 

his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death or 

of obedience unto righteousness," Romans 6:16. 

 

NOTE: You either obey the Lord by keeping his Sabbath, or obey 

the Beast with 666 by keeping his Sunday.  Choose ye this day 

whom ye will obey, Joshua 24:15. 

 

 17. Then what shall I do, obey the Sabbath of the Lord's 

commandment or keep the Sunday of man? 

 

"We ought to obey God rather than man," Acts 5:29. 

 



 18. Well Lord, what do you think of Sunday keeping? 

 

"Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your 

tradition . . . .  But in vain they do worship Me, teaching for 

doctrines the commandments of men," Matthew 15:6,9. 

 

 19. But surely the millions of people who keep Sunday 

can't be wrong, can they? 

 

"Enter ye in at the straight gate: for wide is the gate and broad 

is the way that leadeth to destruction and many there be which go 

in thereat: because straight is the gate and narrow is the way 

that leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it," Matthew 

7:13, 14.  Only a few obeyed God in the days of Noah, in the days 

of Lot, in the days of Christ.  The majority did not obey. 

 

"For there is no respect of persons with God.  For as many as 

have sinned without law shall also perish without the law: and as 

many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law; For 

not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of 

the law shall be justified," Romans 2:11-13. 

 

 20. But Dr. So-and-so is a very wise man and a great man 

of God.  Why doesn't he and all other great preachers keep the 

Sabbath? 

 

"For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men 

after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: But 

God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the 

wise: and . . . the weak things of the world to confound the 

things which are mighty," I Corinthians 1:26, 27. 

 

NOTE: The great Religious teachers in Christ's day rejected the 

truth also.  His followers were of the common people. 

 

 21. But I have accepted Jesus.  He has accepted me and I 

have been keeping Sunday.  Surely I would not be lost if I did 

not keep the Sabbath now, WOULD I? 

 

"And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now 

commandeth all men everywhere to repent," Acts 17:30. 

 

 22. I know you, Lord, you wouldn't condemn me for breaking 

the Sabbath (Saturday) would you? 

 

"He that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is 

a liar, and the truth is not in him," I John 2:4. 

 

 23. But isn't it sufficient that I love the Lord and live 

by the law of love? 

 

"If ye love me keep my commandments," John 14:15. 



 

 24. Does that mean all ten of them? 

 

"For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 

point, he is guilty of all," James 2:10. 

 

 25. Well I think that if we try to follow Jesus, that is 

all that is necessary.  Isn't that right? 

 

"He that saith he abideth in Him, ought himself also so to walk, 

even as He walked," I John 2:6. 

 

 26. Lord, what was your custom regarding the Sabbath 

(Saturday)? 

 

"And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up: and as 

His custom was, He went into the synagogue: on the Sabbath day 

[Saturday] and stood up for to read," Luke 4:16. 

 

 27. But, Lord that was over 1,900 years ago.  Wouldn't you 

keep some other day than Saturday if you should come to earth 

today? 

 

"For I am the Lord, I change not," Malachi 3:6. "Jesus Christ, 

the same yesterday, and today, and for ever," Hebrews 13:8. 

 

 28. Does my salvation depend upon my obedience to your 

commandments? 

 

"And being made perfect, He became the author of eternal 

salvation unto all them that obey Him," Hebrews 5:9.  We are 

saved by grace to obey his law, I Corinthians 10:1-12. 

 

 28a. Is it absolutely necessary to keep the commandments to 

receive eternal life? 

 

"If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments," Matthew 

19:17. 

 

 29. But I still can't see why you insist on the Seventh 

day, Lord.  Isn't Sunday as good as Saturday? 

 

"And God blessed the Seventh day and sanctified it," Genesis 2:3. 

"He hath blessed and I cannot reverse it," Numbers 23:20.  "For 

thou blessest, O Lord and it shall be blessed for ever," I 

Chronicles 17:27. 

 

 30. Well, it seems to me that if I keep one day in seven, 

regardless of which one, that ought to be good enough. 

 



"There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end 

thereof are the ways of death," Proverbs 16:25.  Spiritual things 

are spiritually discerned, I Corinthians 2:13,14. 

 

 31. But Lord!  Can't I do something else?  Won't my 

prayers and my confession get me salvation? 

 

"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into 

the Kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the will of my Father 

which is in heaven," Matthew 7:21.  

 

 32. Ten leprous men prayed and received miraculous 

healings but only one followed Jesus. Luke 17:11-19. 

 

 33. But Lord, look at the people who work miracles.  Some 

heal the sick, others speaking in tongues: yet they do not keep 

the Sabbath.  What about them? 

 

"Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 

prophesied in thy name?  And in Thy name have cast our devils? 

And in thy name done many wonderful works?  And then will I 

profess unto them, I never knew you; Depart from me, ye that work 

iniquity,"  Matthew 7:22-23. 

 

 34. Yes, I know the Sabbath is right but my business would 

suffer if I close on the Sabbath.  I might lose my job. 

 

"For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole 

world, and lose his own soul?" Mark 8:36. 

 

 35. Well for myself I wouldn't care, but what about my 

family? Wouldn't it be better for me to work on the Sabbath than 

to let my family starve? 

 

"Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these 

things.  But seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His 

righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you," 

Matthew 6:32-33. "I have not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his 

seed begging bread," Psalms 37:25. 

 

 36. My friends will laugh and ridicule me. 

 

"Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, 

and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely for my sake. 

Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in 

heaven," Matthew 5:11-12. "If the world hate you, ye know that it 

hated Me before it hated you," John 15:18. 

 

 37. But suppose my own family does not agree with me.  

Should I cause a division in my home? 

 



"He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of 

me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy 

of me.  And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, 

is not worthy of me," Matthew 10:37-38. 

 

"So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that 

he hath, he cannot be my disciple," Luke 14:33. 

 

 38. I am afraid I won't be able to withstand all these 

trials. I am too weak. 

 

"My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect 

in weakness . . . When I am weak, then am I strong," II 

Corinthians 12:9-10. "I can do all things through Christ which 

strengtheneth me," Philippians 4:13. 

 

 39. Then, Lord what is the reward for being faithful to 

you and the commandment? 

 

"There is not man that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, 

or wife, or children, for the Kingdom of God's sake.  Who shall 

not receive manifold more in this present time, and in the world 

to come life everlasting," Luke 18:29-30. 

 

 40. Lord I'm looking forward to a home in the earth made 

new.  Shall we keep the Sabbath there, too? 

 

"For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, 

shall remain before me, saith the Lord, so shall your seed and 

your name remain.  And it shall come to pass, that from one new 

moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh 

come to worship before me, saith the Lord," Isaiah 66:22, 23. 

 

DECISION: Then, Lord Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven. With your help, I will keep the Sabbath. 

 

Then may you hear these words "Well done, good and faithful 

servant," Matthew 25:21. 

 

-- written by John I. Ajalli 

 

Church of God, PO Box 296, UmuAhia, Imo State, Nigeria W. Africaê 

 

This article was originally published as Study No. 101. 

 

 

Sabbath Quiz 

 

Answers to the following quiz are given at the end of this 

section.  Try this test "closed book."  If you cannot determine 

the answers, then check your Bible or concordance, as well as 

other articles in Biblical Holy Days. 



 

 

Matching -- Sabbath 

 

 1. Constantine 

 2. Justin Martyr 

 3. Kalal Shabbat 

 4. Marcion 

 5. "Ox in the ditch" 

 6. Sabbath day's journey 

 7. Sabbatarian 

 8. Sabbatismos 

 9. Samuele Bacchiocchi 

 10. Sanctified 

 11. Sixtus 

 12. Sun worship 

 13.What God created on the seventh day of the week. 

 14. Shomer Shabbat 

 

 

__ a. the worship of Satan, the fiery serpent 

__ b. Roman emperor who enforced sun worship 

__ c. Bishop of Rome who began practice of Easter Sunday to 

counter the Christian Passover 

__ d. term which could either mean a devout Sunday-keeper or 

a Sabbath-keeper 

__ e. Sabbath observer 

__ f. according to the Jews, 2,000 cubits outside the city 

walls 

__ g. set apart for holy use 

__ h. the Sabbath 

__ i. Greek word meaning "keeping of a Sabbath" 

__ j. a Gentile professing Christian who wrote against the 

Sabbath 

__ k. a Gnostic who ordered his followers to fast on 

Saturday to counteract the "Jewish" Sabbath 

__ l. an unusual, emergency situation requiring work not 

normally permitted on the Sabbath 

__ m. Sabbath polluter 

__ n. the most significant and prolific pro-Sabbath writer 

of the 20th Century 

 

 

True-False Questions 

 

__ 1. On the Sabbath, we can pollute God's creation, because 

we cannot do any work to preserve it. 

__ 2. The Sabbath begins at sundown on Friday. 

__ 3. If you lived above the Arctic Circle during days of 

total darkness or total sunlight, you should keep the Sabbath 

from 6:00 PM to 6:00 PM. 



__ 4. Exodus 35:2-3 says we cannot kindle a fire on the 

Sabbath, so this means that we cannot run our natural gas furnace 

on the Sabbath. 

__ 5. Jesus went out of His way to heal people on the 

Sabbath, and this demonstrated that the Sabbath is a day of 

deliverance from bondage.  Luke 13:10-17. 

__ 6. Roman Catholics and Protestants almost unanimously 

agree that Saturday is the Bible Sabbath, and the Church 

instituted Sunday-keeping. 

__ 7. The Sabbath is a sign of God's people, and Sunday-

keeping is a sign, or mark, of the Beast power.  Exodus 31:12-17, 

Revelation 13:1-17. 

 

 

Fill in the Blanks 

 

1. Israel went into captivity for __________ breaking.  

Ezekiel 20. 

2. The Sabbath provides us four specific areas of service:  

service to God, service to ____________, service to 

_____________, and service to our ___________.  (See the article 

by Samuele Bacchiocchi, "The Sabbath and Service.") 

3. Jesus said that the Sabbath was made for _________, and 

that the Son of 

Man is  _______  of the Sabbath.  Mark 2:28. 

4. The primary reason why Gentile Christians were motivated to 

change the Sabbath to Sunday was Roman anti- ___________ bias. 

5. The theological basis for Catholics changing the Sabbath to 

Sunday was their mistaken belief that the resurrection of the 

Messiah was on ___________. 

 

 

 

ANSWERS 

 

Matching -- Sabbath  12a, 1b, 11c, 7d, 14e, 6f, 10g, 13h, 8i, 2j, 

4k, 5l, 3m, 9n. 

 

True-False Questions  F1, T2, F3, F4, T5, T6, T7. 

 

Fill in the Blanks  1. Sabbath.  2. ourselves, others, habitat.  

3. man, Lord.  4. Jewish.  5. Sunday.ê 
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Introduction 

 

Section Two of Biblical Holy Days is a general introduction to 

the Holy Days.  First, we show the meaning of the Biblical Holy 

Days and how they picture the Plan of Salvation.  Then, we 

address the issue of the validity of the Holy Days,  as well as 

the differences between the Holy Days and the Feast Days.  Few 



Holy Day keepers know that there are three pilgrimage feasts.  

How are we to observe the Festivals of the Almighty?  Proper 

usage of the Second Tithe is essential to proper festival 

observance. 

 

 

" . . . I must by all means keep this feast that cometh in 

Jerusalem . . . " Acts 18:21. 

 

"For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus, because he would not 

spend the time in Asia:  for he hasted, if it were possible for 

him, to be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost," Acts 20:16. 

 

"Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, 

as ye are unleavened.  For even Christ our passover is sacrificed 

for us:  Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, 

neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the 

unleavened bread of sincerity and truth," I Corinthians 5:7-8. 

 

"Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in 

respect of an holyday, of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:  

Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ," 

Colossians 2:16-17. 

 

"Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the Lord 

thy God in the place which He shall choose; in the feast of 

unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of 

tabernacles:  and they shall not appear before the .Lord  empty," 

Deuteronomy 16:16 (see also Exodus 23:14-17, 34:23). 

 

"Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed, that the 

field bringeth forth year by year.  And thou shalt eat before the 

Eternal thy God, in the place which He shall choose to place His 

name there, the tithe of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil 

and the firstlings of thy herds and of thy flocks; that thou 

mayest learn to fear the Eternal thy God always," Deuteronomy 

14:22-23. 
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Miscellaneous material on Holy Days:  God's Feast Days Picture 

God's Plan of Salvation.  God's Three Harvest Seasons.  Festival 

Themes.  Seven Feast Days, Seven Doctrines.  Beatitudes in the 

Feast Days.  Seven Festivals, Seven Churches.  Seven Annual Holy 

Days Picture Major Past and Future Events in God's Plan of 

Salvation.  Some Holy Day Symbols and Types.  Holy Days Among 

Early Believers.  Josephus and Festival Fellowship.  Philo on 



Sabbath and Holy Days.  The Feasts of the Lord and Jewish 

Festivals.  Three, Nineteen, and Seven. 

 

Responding to the Attack on God's Holy Days 21 

We counter several common anti-Holy Day arguments contained in 

1979 Bible Advocate article.  Animal sacrifices are not necessary 

to observe the Holy Days, Jesus kept the Festivals and they are 

not only for Israel.  Ten New Testament passages show we should 

keep the Holy Days.  John's Gospel does not do away with the 

Feasts. 

 

Holy Days or Feast Days? 28 

Explains the difference between a Holy Day and a Feast Day.  

Tabernacles is not the only pilgrimage feast.  There are three 

pilgrimage feasts each year:  Passover/Unleavened Bread, 

Pentecost and Tabernacles.  The days of Trumpets and Atonement 

are not feasts, but they are Holy Days.  

 

What Should We DO During the Eternal's Feasts? 35 

Eight things we should be doing three times a year at the 

Eternal's pilgrimage feasts. 

 

God's Second Tithe 37 

How Feasts have been perverted.  Nehemiah shows proper Feast 

observance.  Tithing is in force today, and there are three 

tithes.  The second tithe is for observing the Festivals.  Our 

responsibility to use 2T properly to satisfy seven basic festival 

needs. 

 

Holy Day Words  

A study of the Hebrew and Greek words used in relation to the 

Holy Days: moed, chag, paam, rehgel, atsereth, zikarown, aciph, 

qatsiyr, mikra kodesh, melakah abodah, hodesh, teruwah, shofar, 

succoth, and chuqqah. 
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The Forgotten Biblical Feasts  

Some of the "minor" days such as the Tenth of Ab, Purim, and 

Hanukkah, have important meaning for us. 

 

Tisha B'Av and Other Fast Days  

Some very sad events have happened on Av 9 according to the 

Hebrew calendar.  Is this coincidence, or part of the plan of the 

Almighty? 

 

 

Biblical Feasts 

 



Why were you born?  The Creator God has a plan for all mankind 

which  leads to eternal life and eternal happiness.  That is the 

reason why we  were born.  Death can be defeated, and we can live 

forever.  Salvation is eternal life in the Kingdom of God, the 

Family of God; it is being saved from the wages of sin, which is 

death, Romans 3:23.  Salvation is not earned through our own 

efforts, it is God's free and loving gift, Romans 3:24. 

 The Plan of Salvation involves seven steps, pictured by the 

Seven Annual Festivals.  Unless we act out this plan each year, 

and grow in grace and knowledge, we lose sight of what the 

Almighty has in store for us. 

 

Step One:  Jesus is Our Passover 

 

 The first step of any plan is very important.  If you skip 

the first step, or substitute another step for it, the results 

might be undesirable.  In God's plan the first step is of immense 

magnitude.  It has to do with the death penalty that we have 

hanging over our heads. Jesus Christ died for our sins, and this 

means that due to each of us breaking God's Ten Commandments, we 

have sinned, and the penalty of sin is death unless there is 

someone else to die in our place. 

 Jesus Christ, the Creator of the heavens, the earth, and 

mankind, John 1:1-3, is of more value than all of His creation.  

Therefore, He could die for all mankind who have sinned, becoming 

our Passover sacrifice, I Corinthians 5:7. 

 This sacrifice is applied only after an individual repents 

of sin, is baptized and accepts Jesus Christ as personal savior, 

Acts 2:37-38.  There is no other way to eternal life except 

through Jesus Christ; thus, the importance of this first step 

portrayed by the Passover memorial service of Messiah's death for 

our sins. 

 

Step Two:  Become Spiritually Unleavened 

 

 Next is the putting out of leaven during the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread, Leviticus 23:6-8.  Putting out physical leaven 

for seven days pictures putting sin out of our lives every day 

through heartfelt desire and effort to quit sinning.  "Purge out 

therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as your are 

unleavened, for even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us:  

Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven . . . but 

with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth," I Corinthians 

5:7-8. 

 In addition to not eating leavened items during this 

period, we should actively eat unleavened bread, Leviticus 23:6, 

which pictures putting on Christ; that is, following His example 

in all that we do, and allowing Him to live His life in us. 

 

Step Three:  Receive Gift of Holy Spirit 

 



 Since it is impossible to obey God on our own, due to the 

weaknesses of the flesh and the downward pull of our human 

nature, we need to invoke the next step in God's plan:  God's 

help.  This is His Holy Spirit, which He gives to us after our 

baptism, Acts 2:38.  We then become begotten sons of God. 

 The gift of God's Holy Spirit was first made available to 

mankind in general on the Feast of Pentecost, a little more than 

seven weeks after Christ's crucifixion and resurrection, Acts 

2:1-4.  This was the beginning of the New Testament Church of 

God. 

 If we utilize this fantastic gift, we can begin to obey God 

as we should.  And it is this minute portion of God Himself in us 

that begins our journey toward eternal life.  "For as many as are 

led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God," Romans 8:14. 

 Pentecost is often called the Feast of Firstfruits.  You 

may be part of this select group if God is now calling you, John 

6:44. 

 

Step Four:  Return of Jesus Christ as King of Kings 

 

 The Bible often uses trumpets to signify war and 

destruction.  The Day of Trumpets pictures the endtime, climactic 

war between Christ and the forces of Satan, culminating in the 

return of Jesus Christ as King of kings, Revelation 19:11-16.  

There will never be such  a time of war as this in all history.  

All life would be eradicated from the earth if not for the 

intervention and second coming of Jesus Christ, Matthew 24:21-22. 

 The resurrection of the firstfruits will occur at this 

stage in God's plan, I Corinthians 15:52, I Thessalonians 4:13-

17, Revelation 20:1-6. 

 

Step Five:  All Earth at Peace and At One With God 

 

 Finally, the earth will be at one with its Creator, as 

pictured by the Day of Atonement, because the Adversary, Satan 

the Devil, will be imprisoned and not allowed to continue his 

self-serving rule over this earth, Revelation 20:1-2.  All the 

world will then learn to follow God's way of love and peace 

instead of Satan's way of hate and war. 

 

Step Six:  Thousand-Year Reign of Messiah 

 

 After Satan is put away we will enter the truly "golden 

era" of earth's history, the Millennium, which literally means 

one thousand years.  Jesus and all those resurrected in the first 

resurrection, shall reign over the earth, bringing fabulous joy 

and prosperity to all humanity that survive the endtime 

holocaust, Revelation 20:4-6.  During these thousand years, many 

will have their opportunity for salvation (eternal life). 

 

Step Seven:  The Dead Live Again 

 



 At the end of the Millennium, all the dead throughout 

history who never had an opportunity for salvation through Jesus 

Christ, will be resurrected to a second human life, Revelation 

20:11-12; Ezekiel 37:1-14.  They will enter an earth which is a 

utopia, after one thousand years of Christ's reign, and learn the 

right way to live.  This is their first and only opportunity to 

accept Jesus as their personal savior, to be baptized and receive 

the gift of the Holy Spirit.  This is their time to accept the 

magnificent gift of eternal life being held out to them. 

 Sometimes this last feast day is called the "8th Day."  

This is the Biblical term in Leviticus 23.  If seven is the 

number of completion, eight is the number of new beginnings.  God 

has wonderful plans for all of us far into the future, and those 

plans begin with the 8th Day, the final step in God's Feast Days. 

 

 

God's Three Harvest Seasons 

 

God's Word says that His Seven Annual Festivals occur during 

three major time periods, each of which represents a harvest:  

"Three times thou shalt keep a feast unto Me in the year . . ." 

(Exodus 23:14-17; see also Deuteronomy 16:16-17). 

 

I. FIRST: Early Spring (March/April) 

Harvest of the First of the Firstfruits of God's Children -- 

Jesus Christ (I Corinthians 15:20; I Thessalonians 4:14) 

 

 1. Passover (14th day of First month) 

  Acceptance of Jesus Christ our Saviour who died for 

our sins. 

2.Feast of Unleavened Bread (7 days: 15th - 21st of First month) 

Putting sin (leaven) from our lives after accepting Jesus Christ 

as our Saviour. 

 

II. SECOND: Late Spring (May/June) 

 Harvest of the Firstfruits of God's Children 

 (I Corinthians 15:23; I Thessalonians 4:15-17) 

 

3.Pentecost (Count 50 days from the day after the weekly Sabbath 

during the Feast of Unleavened Bread) 

Receiving of God's Holy Spirit in order to help us in our effort 

to obey God's righteous Law. 

 

III. THIRD: Fall (September/October) 

 Harvest of the Rest of the Fruits, the Vast Majority of 

God's Children 

 (Revelation 20:4-6, 11-12; Ezekiel 37:11-13) 

 

 4. Day of Trumpets (1st Day of Seventh Month) 

Return of Jesus Christ to destroy man's evil, ungodly, 

unrighteous system of government. 

 5. Day of Atonement (10th Day of Seventh Month) 



Reconciliation of God to His People after putting away the 

Deceiver and Adversary -- Satan the Devil. 

6.Feast of Tabernacles (7 days: 15th - 21st of Seventh Month) 

Thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ on earth with man living in 

peace and happiness God's Way. 

 7. Last Great Day, or Eighth Day (22nd Day of Seventh 

Month) 

New Beginnings.  Resurrection to human life of all the dead who 

never knew the truth in order for them to have their opportunity 

for salvation. 

  -- adapted from Answers Newsletter, August/September 1987ê 

 

Festival Themes 

 

 Festival/Holy Day   Theme 

 

 Passover   Christ's Sacrifice Begins God's Master 

Plan 

 

 Feast of Unleavened Your Part in God's Master Plan 

  Bread    

 

 Feast of Pentecost  The Church in God's Master Plan 

 

 Day of Trumpets  Why Christ Must Come Again! 

 

 Day of Atonement  At-one-ment With God 

 

 Feast of Tabernacles The World Tomorrow 

 

 Last Great Day  The Last Judgment 

 

 -- Adapted from the Ambassador College Bible Correspondence 

Course 

 

 

 

 

Seven Feast Days, Seven Doctrines 

 

 Festival/Holy Day  Doctrine Taught (see Hebrews 

6:1-2) 

 

 Passover   Faith toward God 

 

 Unleavened Bread  Repentance from dead works, then 

baptism 

 

 Pentecost   Laying on of hands for receipt of Holy 

Spirit 

 

 Trumpets   Resurrection of the dead 



 

 Atonement   Eternal judgment 

 

 Tabernacles   Perfection 

 

 Last Great Day The principles of the doctrine of Christ 

 

 

 

Beatitudes in the Feast Days 

 

 Festival/Holy Day  Beatitude Taught (see Matthew 

5:3-12) 

 

 Passover  Blessed are poor in spirit, they that mourn 

      

 Unleavened Bread  Blessed are the meek 

 

 Pentecost   Blessed are they that hunger and 

thirst 

     after righteousness 

 

 Trumpets   Blessed are the merciful 

 

 Atonement  Blessed are those persecuted for righteous- 

     ness' sake, when men revile you and 

     say all manner of evil against you 

falsely 

 

 Tabernacles   Blessed are the peacemakers 

 

 Last Great Day Blessed are pure in heart, they shall see 

God  

 

 

 

 

Seven Festivals, Seven Churches 

 

 Festival/Holy Day  Typified by Church (see 

Revelation 2 & 3) 

 

 Passover    Ephesus 

 

 Unleavened Bread   Smyrna 

 

 Pentecost    Pergamos 

 

 Trumpets    Thyatira 

 

 Atonement    Sardis 

 



 Tabernacles    Philadelphia 

 

 Last Great Day   Laodicea 

 

 

 

Seven Annual Holy Days 

Picture Seven Major Past and Future 

Events in God's Plan of Salvation 

 

 Holy Day  

 or Festival  Past Event    Future Event  

 

 (1) Passover Israel's deliverance, Our deliverance from 

death    death of the Messiah angel, Great 

Tribulation and        Seven Last 

Plagues 

         

 (2) Feast of  Israel's exodus from  Total deliverance 

from sin  

 Unleavened Egypt, Parting of Red 

 Bread  Sea, Resurrection of 

   the Messiah  

 

 Wavesheaf  Acceptance of Savior's  Acceptance by the 

Father,  

 Offering Sacrifice by the Father the Marriage Supper 

 

 (3) Feast of Giving of the Law at Our receiving 

fullness of the 

 Pentecost Mt. Sinai, Giving of the Holy Spirit to keep the 

   the Holy Spirit  Law, our becoming Spirit 

       beings 

 

 (4) Trumpets Creation of world  First 

Resurrection, Return of 

       Christ, Regathering of 

Israel  

 

 (5) Atonement Putting away of  Putting Satan in 

restraint 

    Azazel goat 

 

 (6) Feast of  Israel living in tents The Millennium  

 Tabernacles in wilderness 40 years  

 

 (7) Last Great Unknown   Second Resurrection, 

Great  Day      White Throne 

Judgment,        Salvation offered to 

all 



       mankind, Third 

Resurrection,        New Heavens and 

New Earth 

 

 

Some Holy Day Symbols and Types 

 

Source:  God's Seasonal Plan by Garner Ted Armstrong (Church of 

God International, 1991). 

 

Symbol or Type 

 

Egypt 

 

Israelites slaves in Egypt 

 

Moses 

 

 

 

 

 

Moses and Aaron 

 

Pharaoh 

 

Pharaoh's magicians, 

Jannes and Jambres 

 

Sacrificial Lamb 

 

Shed blood put on lintels and doorposts 

 

 

Death Angel 

 

 

Firstborn of Egypt 

 

Israel 

 

 

Pharaoh thrust out 

Israelites 

 

 

 

Army of Pharaoh  hemmed  in Israel 

 

Symbol or Type 

 

Israel thru the Red Sea 



 

Israel ate manna, drank water from the rock 

 

Leaven 

 

Unleavened Bread 

 

 

 

Cutting the Wavesheaf 

 

Waving the Wavesheaf 

 

 

 

 

 

Two Waveloaves 

 

 

Spring Holy Days 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pentecost 

 

Trumpets 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YHVH's goat, Leviticus 16 

 

 

Symbol or Type 

Azazel goat, Leviticus 16 

 

 

High Priest entered Holy of Holies once a year on the Day of 

Atonement 

 

Veil of Temple split when Christ died 

 

Living in Tabernacles 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

40 years wandering in the wilderness 

 

Older generation of Israel (except Joshua & Caleb) died in the 

wilderness 

 

New generation entered the Promised Land 

 

Joshua 

 

Jesus in the flesh 

 

Feast of Tabernacles 

 

Jesus on Last Great Day: "If any man thirst, let him come to me 

and drink" 

 

 

Explanation of Symbol or Type 

 

Type of sin. 

 

We are slaves to our lusts and this world. 

 

God the Father, calling His people out of sin.  Moses also a type 

of Christ, as shepherd of God's people, leading them from Egypt, 

and advocate for the people before Satan's opposition, and 

"redeemer," conveying them out of slavery toward freedom. 

 

Types of the future Two Witnesses. 

 

Type of Satan. 

 

Types of the Beast and False Prophet. 

 

 

Type of Christ 

 

Type of Christ's shed blood for our sins, causing the penalty of 

death, Romans 6:23, to pass over those who call upon Christ for 

forgiveness. 

 

Symbolic of God's Judgments against unrepentant sinners. 



 

Those lost in sin, idolatry and paganism. 

 

Symbolic of the firstfruits, God's people protected by the blood 

of Christ. 

 

When one repents, is baptized, and receives God's Spirit, the 

unconverted often attempts to dissuade the new convert and when 

unsuccessful, cuts off relationship with them. 

 

Satan and his cohorts attack a repentant sinner contemplating 

baptism 

 

Explanation of Symbol or Type 

 

Baptism (I Corinthians 10:1-4). 

 

Receiving Christ, partaking of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

Type of sin, false doctrine, Matthew 16:5-12. 

 

Represents sinlessness, humility, absence of vanity, pride and 

sin, sincerity and Truth, I Corinthians 5:8.  Christ is the Bread 

of Life, John 6:48-51. 

 

Death of Christ. 

 

Resurrected Christ ascending to the Father in Heaven, to be 

accepted as the first of the firstfruits of God's spiritual 

harvest from the time of Christ until the Millennium and White 

Throne Judgment, Revelation 20:1-5, 11-15. 

 

Israelite and Gentile believers in the OT and NT Church, both of 

whom have some sin. 

 

Spring Holy Days picture repentance, acceptance of Christ's shed 

blood, allowing Christ to dwell within us through His Spirit (by 

eating unleavened bread for seven days), and that we are part of 

the early harvest of firstfruits, James 1:18.  God is not trying 

to save the whole world now; there is to come a later, fall 

harvest unto God that will be far more numerous than the spring 

harvest we are a part of. 

 

Birthday of the Church, giving of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Announcement to God's people of the intervention of God in world 

affairs, the Second Coming of Christ, Matthew 24:30-31.  Also 

typifies the calling out of God's elect from this earth, the 

preaching of God's warning message to Israel to repent of her 

sins, Isaiah 58:1, Matthew 24:14, 10:27. Typifies the 

resurrection, I Corinthians 15:50-52. 



 

The sacrifice of Christ, atonement for sin. 

 

 

Explanation of Symbol or Type 

 

Type of Satan, bound by angel (fit man) for 1,000 years, and is 

no longer able to deceive the nations, Revelation 20:1-2.  Satan 

had a part in our sin. 

 

Christ entering Heaven by His own blood, having obtained eternal 

redemption once and for all for us, Hebrews 9:7-12, 21-28. 

 

Christ's death made it possible for us to have direct access to 

God the Father, through Christ. 

 

Our physical bodies are temporary, like the temporary dwelling, 

reminding us that we have an eternal building of God in the 

Heavens.  This tabernacle (physical body with Holy Spirit) looks 

forward to our eternal body, when we are Spirit-born sons of God.  

II Corinthians 4:6, 7, 16-18, 5:1-4; II Peter 1:13-14; I 

Corinthians 15:40-49; Romans 8:14-16; I John 3:2.  Symbolic that 

in this life we are sojourners as Abraham was, Hebrews 11:9, and 

as Israel was in the wilderness. 

 

Trials and tests of our Christian life.  Will we live by faith? 

 

Our old man must die.  Only the new man of faith will enter 

promised land, I Corinthians 15:50-53. 

 

 

 

Only the new creature will enter eternal life. 

 

 

 

Type of Jesus (Joshua = Yahshua = Jesus). 

 

God "tabernacling" with man, in the human flesh. 

 

A type of the millennium, the Kingdom of God. 

 

Invitation to all to enter God's Kingdom, will be extended during 

Great White Throne Judgment period., Revelation 20:5, 11-15. 

 

 

Pagan Holidays and Their Meaning 

 

 

Holiday 

 

Christmas 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Halloween 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Valentine's Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holiday 

 

New Year's Day 

 

Meaning 

 

"Mass of Christ," a Catholic adaptation of the December 25 solar 

feast of natalis invicti, birth of the unconquered sun.  The 

Christmas tree represents Nimrod, the sun god.  Bulbs and orbs on 

the tree are fertility symbols.  Mistletoe is a Druidic 

aphrodisiac.  Christ was not born anywhere near December 25.  The 



wise men gave gifts to Christ when He was living in a house, and 

did not exchange gifts among themselves. 

 

Catholic adaptation of the Babylonian festival of Ishtar 

(pronounced "Easter"), in thanksgiving for the advent of spring.  

Rabbits are symbolic of rapid procreation, eggs as the source of 

life, buns with cross represented Ishtar (Ashtoreth), the "Queen 

of Heaven."  Sunrise services were part of sun worship, which the 

Bible condemns, Ezekiel 8:16. 

 

"Eve of All Hallows," or "All Saints Day," observed by Catholics 

for their favorite saint, adapted from an ancient pagan festival.  

The Druids worshipped "Saman," or "Samhain" (Shaman), the Lord of 

the Dead.  Greeks and Romans observed a fall harvest festival in 

honor of their goddess "Pomona."  The custom of "trick or treat" 

is a continuation of attempts to placate Saman with offerings, 

and an attempt to frighten away evil spirits with "jack-o'-

lanterns."  The chief Satanist holiday is Halloween, which has no 

place in the life of the Christian. 

 

Comes from the pagan Roman fertility festival of Lupercalia, 

originally held on February 15.  The heart is symbolic of Baal, 

for the Babylonian word for heart is bal.  Cupid represents 

Nimrod, the mighty hunter.  Roman lupercali priests, clad only in 

goatskins, would strike women with goatskin thongs, supposedly to 

insure fertility.  Roman men and women drew names from a box and 

made love to the person whose name they drew.  Sexual license 

continues intoday's Valentine's Day customs. 

Meaning 

 

"Father time" is the grim reaper, Satan, and is traced back to 

infant sacrifice.  Making noise at the beginning of January 1 

stems from Babylonian beliefs that noise frightens away evil 

spirits.  God's new year begins in the spring. 

 

Holy Days Among Early Believers 

 

"The Nazarenes [were] an obscure Jewish-Christian sect, existing 

at the time of Epiphanius (fl. A.D. 371) . . . .  They recognized 

the new covenant as well as the old, and believed in the 

resurrection, and in the one God and His Son Jesus . . . .  They 

dated their settlement in Pella from the time of the flight of 

the Jewish- Christians from Jerusalem, immediately before the 

siege in A.D. 70 . . . .  While adhering as far as possible to 

the Mosaic economy, as regarding Sabbaths, foods and the like, 

they did not refuse to recognize the apostolicy of Paul." 

--  Encyclopaedia Britannica, vol. 19 

 

"Abhorred and publicly execrated by the Jews for their attachment 

to Christianity, and despised by the Christians for their 

prejudice in favor of the Mosaic law [with its weekly and annual 

sabbaths, kosher diet, etc.] they were peculiarly oppressed and 



unfortunate.  Traces of this sect [the Nazarenes] appear as late 

as the fourth century." 

-- Hugh Smith, History of the Christian Church, page 72 

 

"The Jewish Christians [Nazarenes] of Palestine retained the 

entire Mosaic law [with the exception of the ceremonial] and 

consequently the Jewish festivals . . . .  In the Feast of the 

Passover . . . the Nazarenes eat [unleavened] bread, probably 

like the Jews . . . ." 

-- Ecclesiastical History, vol 1, chapter 2, section 30, by 

Gieseler 

 

"There is another sect, Hypisistarians,' that is, worshippers of 

the most high, whom they worshipped as the Jews only in one 

person.  And they observed their weekly and annual sabbaths, used 

distinction of their meats, clean and unclean . . . ." 

-- Antiquities of the Christian Church, Book 16, chapter 16, 

section 2 

 

 

Josephus and Festival Fellowship 

 

"Let those that live as remote as the bounds of the land which 

the Hebrews shall possess, come to that city where the temple 

shall be, and this three times in a year, that they may give 

thanks to God for His former benefits, and may entreat Him for 

those they shall want hereafter; and let them, by this means, 

maintain a friendly correspondence with one another by such 

meetings and feastings together, for it is a good thing for those 

that are of the same stock, and under the same institution of 

laws, not to be unacquainted with each other; which acquaintance 

will be maintained by thus conversing together, and by seeing and 

talking with one another, and so renewing the memorials of this 

union; for if they do not thus converse together continually, 

they will appear like mere strangers to one another."-- 

Antiquities, IV, viii, 7 

 

 

Philo on the Sabbath and Holy Days 

 

 Philo of Alexandria, often called Philo Judaeus (c. 30 B.C. 

to c. A.D.40), was a famous classical Hellenistic Jewish 

philosopher, called "the first theologian."  Philo was well-

versed in pagan Greek philosophy, including Plato.  However, 

Philo wrote extensively to gain the acceptance, if not the 

conversion, of Greeks to Judaism.  He recognized the Pentateuch 

as having divine authority and containing all truth. 

 

The Sabbath According to Philo 

 

 "The fourth commandment," Philo says, "deals with the 

sacred seventh day, that it should be observed in a reverent and 



religious manner . . . . [and men should] rest on the seventh and 

turn to the study of wisdom . . . ." (Decalogue, 96-98). 

 Philo concludes:  "Again, the experience of those who keep 

the seventh day is that both body and soul are benefitted in two 

most essential ways.  The body is benefitted by the recurrence of 

respite from continuous and wearisome toil, the soul by the 

excellent conceptions which it receives of God as the world-maker 

and guardian of what He has begotten.  For He brought all things 

to their completion on the seventh day.  These things shew 

clearly that he who gives due value to the seventh day gains 

value for himself,"  (Special Laws, II, 260).  

 "On this day we are commanded to abstain from all work, not 

because the law inculcates slackness; on the contrary it always 

inures men to endure hardship and incites them to labour . . . .   

Its object is rather to give men relaxation from continuous and 

unending toil and by refreshing their bodies with a regularly 

calculated system of remissions, to send them out renewed to 

their old activities . . . .  Further, when He forbids bodily 

labour on the seventh day, He permits the exercise of the higher 

activities, namely, those employed in the study of the principles 

of virtue's lore . . . knowledge and perfection of the mind., 

(Special Laws, II 60-64).  

 

Festival Fellowship 

 

 Philo groups the feasts and holy days, as well as the land 

sabbath and jubilee year under the Fourth Commandment.   He says 

that traveling to the Festivals is an important spiritual life 

exercise.  Festivalgoers leave behind them the cares of daily 

life, and "enjoy a brief breathing-space in scenes of general 

cheerfulness.  Thus filled with comfortable hopes they devote the 

leisure, as is their bounden duty, to holiness and honouring of 

God.  Friendships are formed between those who hitherto knew not 

each other . . . [and the mutual festivities] are the occasion of 

reciprocity of feeling and constitute the surest pledge that all 

are of one mind." (Special Laws, I, 69-70).   

 "Proselytes," or newly-joined members of the spiritual 

community, have equal rank with the longtime native-born members, 

who are to give them "special friendship" and "more than ordinary 

goodwill . . . .  For the most effectual love-charm, the chain 

which binds indissolubly the goodwill which makes us one, is to 

honour the one God,"  (Special Laws, I, 51-53).  

 

Ten Important Feasts 

 

 Philo enumerates ten different feasts in the Law:  

 

 1. Feast of Every Day 

 2. Sabbath 

 3. New Moon 

 4. Pascha, "the Crossing-feast" (Passover) 

 5. Feast of Unleavened Bread 



 6. Festival of the Sheaf 

 7. Feast of First-products (Weeks, Pentecost) 

 8. Trumpet Feast 

 9. The Fast (Day of Atonement) 

 10. Feast of Tabernacles  

 

 The first, which may come as a surprise to some, Philo 

calls "the feast of every day."  Every day, according to Numbers 

28:3-4, daily sacrifices were offered in the tabernacle and later 

the Temple.  The entire life of the wise follower of the Almighty 

is "one continuous feast."  The wicked cannot keep a Feast. 

 Like Josephus, Philo places the Wavesheaf Day on Nisan 16, 

whereas we feel the Scriptural evidence points to the Sunday 

following the weekly Sabbath during the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread.  Philo draws a number of conclusions as to the spiritual 

meaning of the festivals, which you can discover for yourself 

when you read his excellent books.  Obviously, the Sabbaths had 

great meaning to this Jewish philosopher from Alexandria, Egypt.  

 

Philo Supports Calculated Calendar Rules 

 

 Living in Alexandria, Egypt, Philo was too far from 

Jerusalem to receive notification of "official" new moon 

sightings from the Sanhedrin.  Since he obviously believed in and 

observed the Holy Days, how did Philo know when the Eternal's 

Feast Days occurred?  By calculation!  Philo says that the length 

from one New Moon to another, for the beginning of the lunar 

month, "has been accurately calculated in the astronomical 

schools,"  (Special Laws, II, 140).   

 Furthermore, Philo says that the Sabbath and the day 

preceding it (sixth day of the week) are both taken into account 

by the Almighty in reckoning feast times, including the crucial 

"holy-month day," or Day of Trumpets.  (Decalogue, 159). Here in 

simple terms by a contemporary of the New Testament Church, is an 

exact description of the so-called "Jewish" calendar rules which 

some "observable calendar" proponents say were invented by Simon 

III, the Jewish Patriarch in the second century, A.D., or even by 

Hillel II in the fourth century, A.D.!    

 The molad of Tishri resulting in the calculation of the 

proper Day of Trumpets is the key to determining the Holy Days.  

And the Day of Trumpets can never fall on a Sunday, Wednesday or 

Friday.  The key to this rule is that the Holy Days (with one 

scriptural exception explained in section 9 of Biblical Holy 

Days) require a day of preparation so as to protect the sanctity 

of the Sabbath.  Wise Philo understood the basis for the calendar 

rules, while many today ignore these spiritual principles.  

 

The Important Feasts 

 

 One of our major purposes is to promote the observance of 

Biblical Holy Days.  We constantly look for resources that add 

meaning to and refresh our observance of the Eternal's divine 



appointments.   Two fine books on the Holy Days are:  The Feasts 

of the Lord, by Robert Thompson, and  The Jewish Festivals, 

History & Observance by Hayyim Schauss.  We encourage everyone 

who observes the Almighty's festivals to order and read these 

books. 

 

 

 

The Feasts of the Lord, by Robert Thompson.  Medford, Oregon:  

Omega Publications, 1989.  330 pages.  Available from Omega 

Ministries, PO Box 1788, Medford, Oregon 97501-0140. 

 

 

 Here is a unique book on the Festivals, a treasure of 

spiritual understanding.  Rather than examining each Holy Day 

individually, as most writers have done, Thompson describes 

common spiritual lessons, how each day corroborates that lesson. 

 Thompson says that the Bible gives major types, or object 

lesson examples, of divine redemption:  (1) the seven days of 

creation, (2) the journey of Israel from Egypt to Canaan, (3) the 

Tabernacle of the Congregation, and (4) the seven Holy Days.  

These all illustrate the Eternal's plan in the Messiah for 

mankind to be saved from sin and death and brought into the 

family of the Almighty.  

 In the major section of his book, Thompson applies the 

seven annual holy convocations to four areas of interpretation:  

(1) the person and work of the Messiah, (2) the redemption of the 

believer, (3) the perfecting of the Church, and (4) the setting 

up of the Kingdom of God. 

 One of the best books on the Holy Days, The Feasts of the 

Lord could easily launch a thousand sermons and fruitful Bible 

Studies for those who wish more inspiration from the awesome 

meaning and purpose of the Eternal's sacred appointments.  This 

book belongs in the home of every person who observes Biblical 

Holy Days. 

 Yet there are some flaws.  Thompson apparently is a 

"charismatic" Protestant who does not understand that "speaking 

in tongues" is speaking in multiple languages, not gibberish.   

He believes Wavesheaf Day is always Abib 16, rather than the 

Sunday after the Sabbath during the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  

Thompson, along with others, incorrectly refers to Wavesheaf Day 

as the Feast of Firstfruits.  Actually, Pentecost is the Feast of 

Firstfruits.  Nevertheless, this book is one of the best we have 

seen on the Holy Days.  We heartily recommend The Feasts of the 

Lord. 

 

 

 

The Jewish Festivals, History & Observance, by Hayyim Schauss.  

New York:  Schocken Books, 1988 edition of 1938 copyrighted book, 

originally entitled Guide to Jewish Holy Days.  316 pages.  

Available from Giving & Sharing. 



 

 

 Jewish customs and traditions relating to the Sabbath and 

Holy Days are fascinating.  In our book, Biblical Holy Days, we 

frequently cite Jewish understanding of the meaning of these 

sacred occasions.  Why do we cite the Jews?  We should gather all 

pertinent information relating to a Bible topic.  To ignore the 

history and practices of a group of people who have observed the 

Sabbath and Holy Days for thousands of years would be folly. 

 The Holy Days are not "Jewish."   Jews have corrupted these 

sacred times in their rejection of the Messiah who has come and 

is coming again.  They are wrong in the date for the Passover 

supper and the date of Pentecost.  Schauss, in following liberal 

Jewish scholarship, expresses the origins of the Holy Days in 

humanistic rather than divine terms.  Yet Jews have gems of truth 

and understanding about the Festivals. 

 For example, Schauss explains that the blowing of the 

shofar on the Day of Trumpets reminds us of the giving of God's 

law, and is a call of thanks to God who halts the war between 

nations and ushers in peace and harmony to the world, ending 

Satan's dominion of this world.  This exactly conforms to our 

understanding. 

 Jewish terminology and Hebrew wording for the Holy Days may 

not be understood by some. Here is a quick cross reference: 

 

 JewishPesach, Shovuos, Rosh Hashonoh, Yom Kippur, Sukkos 

 

 EnglishPassover, Pentecost, Trumpets, Atonement, 

Tabernacles 

 

 Schauss gives interesting insights gathered through 

centuries of observance.  God's plan for the salvation of mankind 

is clearly shown, even in the Jewish understanding of the Holy 

Days.ê 

 

Three, Nineteen, and Seven 

 

Note:  "FUB" means "Feast of Unleavened Bread," and "FOT" means 

"Feast of Tabernacles." 

 

Three Feast Times, 

Chag 

 

 

1. 

 

Feast of Unleavened Bread 

 

 

 

 

2.  Pentecost 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. 

 

Feast of Tabernacles 

 

 

 

Nineteen Special Days, Moed 

 

 1. Passover 

 2. 1st Day FUB 

 3. 2nd Day FUB 

 4. 3rd Day FUB 

 5. 4th Day FUB 

 6. 5th Day FUB 

 7. 6th Day FUB 

 8. 7th Day FUB 

 

 9. Pentecost 

 

 10. Trumpets 

 

 11. Atonement 

 

 12. 1st Day FOT 

 13. 2nd Day FOT 

 14. 3rd Day FOT 

 15. 4th Day FOT 

 16. 5th Day FOT 

 17. 6th Day FOT 

 18. 7th Day FOT 

 19. Last Great Day 

Seven Annual Holy Days, Sabbaths 

 

 

 1. 1st Day FUB 

 

 

 

 

 

 2. 7th Day FUB 

 

 3. Pentecost 

 



 4. Trumpets 

 

 5. Atonement 

 

 6. 1st Day FOT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 7. Last Great Day 

 

 

Responding to the Attack on God's Holy Days 

 

 

Are God's Holy Days An Important Sign of True Christians? 

 

Are the Holy Days of the Bible merely spiritual accessories?  Or, 

are the Holy Days vital to spiritual growth and development?  

Exodus 31:12-17, Ezekiel 20:10-13, and Malachi 4:4 are key 

scriptures relating to this question.  Note that the word 

"sabbaths" is not limited to the weekly sabbath, but also refers 

to the annual sabbaths. 

 

 

Where is the Attack on God's 

Holy Days Coming From? 

 

 Dr. Ernest L. Martin, former Worldwide Church of God 

minister, has vigorously attacked the Holy Days and the Sabbath 

since 1974. 

 The Church of God, 7th Day (Denver), since the 1930s has 

been the most consistent opponent of the Holy Days.  Herbert W. 

Armstrong was put out of the Salem organization in 1937 

ostensibly for two reasons:  Holy Day and British Israel 

teaching.  The Church of God, 7th Day, has a 43-page tract 

entitled, "A Study of the Feast Days Given to Israel:  What 

Should and what should Not Be Observed by Christians Today?" D.L. 

Prunkard, former Worldwide Church of God minister who worked 

briefly with the Denver Group, wrote an article in the August 

1979 Bible Advocate, entitled, "Should We Keep Israel's Holy 

Days?"  It appears that Prunkard got many of his ideas from 

Ernest Martin. 

 Former Worldwide Church members and others in scattered 

Seventh Day groups, lauded the Prunkard article as instrumental 

in showing them that the Holy Days are no longer valid.  A 

Vancouver, Washington, lady (Worldwide Church member for 16 

years) wrote:  "After reading that [article by Prunkard]  -- and 

the applicable scriptures, plus studying what Ernest Martin has 

on the subject -- I can no longer accept Holy Days -- at least 



not in the manner and attitude & belief in which they are kept in 

both Worldwide [Church of God] & International [Church of God].  

I'm not totally opposed to Holy Days -- they surely could serve a 

very good purpose under proper circumstances." 

 Another individual, an independent Sabbath-keeper from Mt. 

Vernon, Illinois, said "I can not associate the weekly Sabbath 

with the sabbaths of the Mosaic Law.  The weekly Sabbath was 

given to all people at creation."  He said the annual sabbaths 

were not, and, totally agreed with Prunkard's article. 

 

Should We Be Able to Answer 

Anti-Holy Day Arguments? 

 

 I Peter 3:15 shows that we should be ready to give an 

answer -- if asked. Romans 12:2 proves what the will of God is.  

Ephesians 5:17, don't be unwise, know God's will, and I 

Thessalonians 5:21 prove all things. 

 

Christ Freed us From What Bondage? 

 

 Galatians 5:1 is a battleground scripture concerning the 

Holy Days.  In his article, Prunkard says that Christ made us 

free from ceremonial holy day bondage:  "Disciples should not 

place themselves under rigorism or legalistic religion.  Paul 

reacted in Galatians to infiltrating Judaism, which included 

observance of the annual days of national Israel . . . he 

heatedly corrected their Judaistic error . . . ." 

 Galatians 2:4, 4:17-31, 5:1-13, and 6:12-15, show the main 

issue:  circumcision was being forced upon Gentiles, along with 

the ritualistic additions to the law, 3:19, 24.  Which law 

defines sin?  The Ten Commandments and the statutes. Which law 

was added because of sin?  Sacrifices, Jeremiah 7:22-23.  Which 

law was bondage?  Peter defined forced circumcision of Gentile 

converts and compulsory keeping of the sacrificial laws a "yoke 

of bondage," Acts 15:5,10.  Also, the tradition of the Jews was a 

burden heavy to bear, Matthew 15:1-9, 23:1-4.  God's spiritual 

eternal law, however, is not a grievous burden, I John 5:3, 

Deuteronomy 30:11 (RSV).  This bondage law was being forced upon 

Gentiles by the Judaizers.  Yet those circumcised did not keep 

the law either, Galatians 6:13.  The issue was circumcision, 

outward show, not holy day keeping.  The spiritual law is not 

bondage, but being forced to be circumcised is bondage.  

 There was another issue at Galatia.  Some Galatians were 

returning to the pagan worldly customs and days -- which Paul 

called "elements of the world," Galatians 4:3, 8-11.  A common 

anti-Holy Day argument is to use Galatians 4:9-11 to "prove" that 

Paul wanted the Galatians to quit observing Biblical Holy Days.  

Yet verse 8 clearly shows that "days, and months, and times, and 

years" of verse 10 were the customs observed "when ye [Galatians] 

knew not God" and worshipped idols.  At Galatia there were two 

extremes:  Judaizers who insisted on circumcision as a 

prerequisite for Gentile converts contrasted with the "liberal" 



element who were going to the opposite ways, returning to pagan 

days.  Paul was concerned with both aberrations. 

 

Is The Book of Leviticus 

Totally Void Today? 

 

 Prunkard says that Leviticus is a manual of law for the 

priests, having to do with the cleansing, worship, and service of 

national Israel.  It was annulled at Golgotha. He insists that 

Leviticus was never intended for worldwide obligation, and is not 

binding on 20th century disciples.  "One chapter (23)," he says, 

"delineating festivals and holy days, cannot be made holy today, 

ignoring the other 26 chapters as profane and abrogated!" 

 If Leviticus is void, then unclean meats may be eaten, 

(chapter 11), blood and fat (chapters7, 17), also we can live 

with lepers (chapters 13-14), perverted sexual relations and 

pagan customs are fine (chapter 18).  Idolatry, stealing, lying, 

blasphemy, talebearing, fornication, dishonoring parents and 

elderly, wizardry, and cheating with balances is all right, 

(chapter 19).  Blasphemy and murder are not sin (chapter 24).  

One can farm the ground every year (chapter 25).  Sabbaths can be 

broken (chapter 26).  Tithing is not valid (chapter 27).  What 

foolish reasoning!  The Church of God, Seventh Day believes in 

most of the Leviticus laws, in spite of their anti-Holy Day bias.  

Leviticus is a book for us today. 

 

Are Animal Sacrifices and a Tabernacle (Temple) Necessary 

to Observe the Holy Days? 

 

 Another common argument doesn't hold up under Scriptural 

investigation.  Some, with Prunkard, maintain that because 

Leviticus 23 mentions sacrifices with the Feast Days, sacrifices 

and Feast Days are inseparable.  Numbers 28:1-3, 6, 9-11 destroys 

this concept.  Sacrifices were given every day.  There were 

special sacrifices on the Sabbath,  along with special Holy Day 

sacrifices.  The abolishment of the sacrifices did not end the 

keeping of the Sabbath, Holy Days, nor New Moons. 

 John 4:19-24 shows that worship of the Father is not 

limited to a place.  Leviticus says nothing of a place.  

Deuteronomy 12:21 says observance of the Holy Days is to be 

local, if the chosen place is too far.  God does not now have a 

chosen place, since he has rejected Jerusalem for a time and will 

yet chose it again. Zechariah 1:17, 2:12. 

 

Why Jesus Kept Festivals and Holy Days?  Are They for Israel 

Only? 

 

 Prunkard says that Jesus kept them only for setting an 

example of obedience to God and because He was a Jew.  He holds 

that it was illegal for Gentiles to keep the Feasts, especially 

in places other than Jerusalem.  Since the destruction of the 



Temple in A.D. 70 and the collapse of the Levitical system, 

keeping Holy Days is Biblically illegal. 

 I John 2:1-6 shows that we are to walk as He walked.  

Exodus 12:47-49 tells us that there is one law for all.  God is 

not divided.  He has no double standards.  We must all become the 

spiritual seed of Abraham, Galatians 3:29.  All nations, 

including Egypt, will be forced to keep the Feast of Tabernacles, 

when Christ returns to rule the world, Zechariah 14:16-19. 

Neither Prunkard's article nor the tract, "Study of the Feast 

Days" mentions this scripture. 

 Hebrews 8:6-13 describes the new covenant, which like the 

old, will be made with the house of Israel and the house of 

Judah.  The same laws will now be written in heart and mind.  

People want to be part of the new covenant promises, yet without 

having to become spiritual Israelites and be subject to the laws 

of Israel.  It cannot be done!  Notice: the fault with the Old 

Covenant wasn't the laws, but "them" (verse 8), the people.  

Seventh Day Church of God followers avoid this profound truth.  

Instead, they call the Old Covenant "bondage."  God, however, 

calls it "glorious," II Corinthians 3:7-11. 

 

Are Holy Days to Be Kept Forever? 

 

 Leviticus 23:14, 21, 31, and 41 say the Holy Days are a 

"statute forever."  Yet Prunkard states that "forever" in the 

Bible is often limited to human lifetime.  The Hebrew olam often 

means "as long as the pertinent circumstances prevail," e.g., in 

Leviticus 24:2-3, the lamp was to burn continually.  Well, the 

Temple was destroyed, and the lamp is no longer burning.  Another 

example, an Ammonite or Moabite was not to enter the congregation 

of the LORD forever, Deuteronomy 23:3. "Israel's days were no 

more permanent than were the other things demarked by the word 

olam." 

 Leviticus 23:4, however, says that the Holy Days are tied 

to the seasons of the year.  These seasons have not yet ceased.  

The sun and the moon are still giving us the seasons of the year.  

So the Holy Days are still binding.  Verses 14, 21, 31, and 41 

say the Holy Days are to last "throughout your generations in all 

your dwellings."  Thus they are not limited to one generation, or 

one dwelling (Palestine), but around the world, many generations.  

The generations of Israel have not yet ceased, so neither have 

the Holy Days.  Jerusalem is not the only dwelling place of 

Israelites, so the Holy Days can be observed elsewhere. 

 God's covenant was commanded to a thousand generations, 

Psalm 105:5-8, 10.  This is longer than the nearly 6,000 years of 

human history.  Somehow, according to Prunkard, God cut it short 

in A.D. 70, forgetting what He said in Psalm 105. 

 

Are the Holy Days "Holy"? 

 

 According to Prunkard the Torah (Law portion of the Old 

Testament) never refers to the seven annual days as holy.  Their 



holiness had to do with the people, not the time that the nation 

was commanded to rest. Jesus nowhere referred to them as holy or 

sacred.  Many holy things in the Old Covenant are no longer holy: 

Temple, altar, sacrifices, priesthood, nation of Israel, vessels, 

oil, priestly garments, Mount Zion, festivals, and Holy Days.  It 

is not consistent that some things become carnal and profane and 

not all of them. 

 It is a good observation that the time itself is not what 

God emphasizes, but the "holy convocation," (Leviticus 23) on 

that day, including the weekly Sabbath, Leviticus 23:2-4.  

However, all the Bible is holy, and Nehemiah 8:9, 10, 11, and 

10:31 say that the annual sabbaths are holy.  John 19:31 shows 

that Nisan 15 (Thursday of A.D. 31) was a sabbath day, an high 

day.  God has never made His sabbaths unholy. 

 

Was Spiritual Salvation Offered Under Old Covenant? 

 

 For Prunkard, "Both Old and New Covenants are individual 

complete packages, totally separate and governable apart from one 

another.  Each was inaugurated at a different time, under 

different circumstances,  for a different purpose.  The Old was 

physical, transitory, and offered no spiritual salvation . . . .  

There was no justification or spiritual salvation in Moses' Law 

for national Israel." 

 If this is true, the Bible should be thrown away.  Israel 

had the same Gospel preached to them as to us, Hebrews 4:2.  

Israel drank the same spiritual drink as we do, I Corinthians 

10:1-4.  They ate spiritual meat.  Some few were faithful that 

they might obtain a better resurrection (spiritual salvation), 

Hebrews 11:35. God's law is perfect, converting the soul, Psalm 

19:7.  God set before Israel life and death, Deuteronomy 30:19, 

eternal life or eternal death.  As any Bible reader knows, vast 

portions of the New Testament are quotations from the Old 

Testament. 

 Prunkard cites Hebrews 8:13 to show that Moses' Law was 

totally superseded in Christ.  Yet Hebrews 8:10-12 says the same 

laws would be written in hearts and minds under the New Covenant. 

 

Does the New Testament Support Festivals and Holy Days? 

 

 (1) Acts 12:3, During the Feast of Unleavened Bread, Herod 

arrested Peter.  Prunkard says that this says nothing about 

Christians keeping the Feast.  It certainly does tell us 

something about Luke, who wrote Acts.  He remembered this special 

occasion. 

 (2) Acts 12:4, After the Passover Feast (Easter is an 

incorrect translation of the Greek pascha), Herod would bring 

Peter out before the people. 

 (3) Acts 18:21 KJV: "I must by all means keep this feast 

that cometh in Jerusalem."  Prunkard says that this clause is 

missing from major transcripts, and wasn't in the received text.  

The truth is that 95% of all Greek manuscripts contain this 



verse.  Note Revelation 22:18-19.  If one can't get around a 

plain verse, the tendency is to reject its inspiration. 

 (4) Acts 20:6, "And we [Paul's group] sailed away from 

Philippi after the days of unleavened bread . . . ."  Prunkard:  

this is merely a time demarcation, it says nothing about their 

observing the Holy Days.  However, how did Paul and Luke know 

when the Feast was?  They were in Gentile Country, not in 

Palestine, where almost everyone kept the Holy Days.  The Roman 

World used the same calendar that we have today.  Luke wrote Acts 

to Theophilus, a Gentile of high rank.  All those that don't keep 

the Holy Days do not keep track of when they occur, and those 

that no longer keep the Holy Days quickly forget when they occur.  

This also destroys the theory that Jerusalem was the only 

possible place to observe the Feast Days, as well as the idea 

that the Feast Days were calculated by observation of the High 

Priest.  There was no time to get the message to Asia that it was 

the Feast.  Paul and Luke must have used the Sacred Calendar.  

This scripture is one of the strongest proofs that Holy Days are 

binding. 

 (5) Acts 20:16 states that Paul hasted to be in Jerusalem, 

if possible, on the Day of Pentecost.  Prunkard says this was 

merely an opportunity to witness for Christ to the throngs of Old 

Covenant Jews and to have a reunion with fellow ministers and the 

Church.  Jerusalem, he says, was still the only place to keep the 

days.  There is no mention of a sacred observance of the day of 

Pentecost.  Then Prunkard quoted Acts 21:20-21 where brethren 

report to Paul that he was accused of teaching all the Jews to 

forsake the law of Moses, and not to circumcise their children.  

Thus, Prunkard concludes, Paul did teach against the rites of 

Moses' law, including festivals and holy days. 

 Prunkard's Bible must not have Acts 21:24-26 where Paul 

proves the accusation against him was not true.  Isn't it strange 

that Prunkard takes the side of Paul's false accusers?  I 

personally do not celebrate Christmas.  There are two valid 

alternatives for me to act around those who observe Christmas:  

(1) have nothing whatsoever to do with Christmas, staying away 

from all its celebrations, OR (2) mix with Christmas worshipers 

and speak against Christmas.  If Paul were against the Holy Days, 

he would follow one of these two methods.  He obviously did not 

follow (1).  There is absolutely no Biblical record that he ever 

spoke against the Holy Days.  If Paul did, his antagonists, the 

Jewish leaders, would have had much more than the flimsy charge 

against him that they had.  If Paul did teach against the Holy 

Days, then he lied in Acts 24:14 when he said he believed "all 

things which are written in the law and in the prophets." 

 (6) Acts 27:9 reports that the fast (Day of Atonement) was 

already past.  For  Prunkard this is merely a  calendar 

demarcation.  Again, how did Luke know it was after Atonement if 

he were not keeping it?  Why did he call it the fast when writing 

to a Gentile?  Luke assumed Theophilus knew what day he was 

referring to.  Luke kept that day or he would not have known when 

it was.  So did Theophilus. 



 (7) I Corinthians 5:7-8.  Prunkard: "Christians don't 

clean out their pantries to become unleavened.  Paul told the 

Corinthians they were unleavened" by the death of Christ and 

their acceptance of it.  "Let us celebrate the feast" in the 

Greek is in the continual present tense.  Christians are in a 

continual unleavened bread feast, a perpetual feast. 

 The truth is, if we keep only a spiritual Feast of 

Unleavened Bread, why not only a spiritual Passover, a spiritual 

Sabbath, because we are entered into His rest, Hebrews 4:1-11.  

Prunkard has no validity for spiritualizing away only the Feast 

Days.  Incidentally, the Church of God, 7th Day, observes the 

"Lord's Supper" once a year, on Nisan 14.  They follow the date 

from the Old Testament and the Sacred Calendar, which they claim 

was done away.  Why not be consistent? 

 (8) I Corinthians 16:8, "But I will tarry at Ephesus until 

Pentecost."  Prunkard says that this is merely another time 

demarcation.  The truth is that Paul was keeping Pentecost along 

with the Gentiles.  How would Gentile Corinthians know when Paul 

was referring to, if they weren't aware when Pentecost was?  This 

is another proof that Gentiles outside of Jerusalem kept 

Pentecost. 

 (9) Galatians 4:9-10, why return to the weak and worthless 

things and be enslaved all over again, observing days and months 

and seasons and years?  Paul feared for them, thinking that his 

labor might be in vain.  Prunkard says the "days" were Jewish 

feast or fast days, "months" were new moons, "times" were 

seasons, as Passover, Pentecost, etc., and "years" were the 

sabbatical years. Some say these days were pagan observances.  

However, Prunkard says, this is out of context, because the 

passage is against Judaizers, those who said you must be 

circumcised and keep the whole law, Galatians 5:1-3. 

 The context proves Prunkard wrong!  Galatians 4:3, 8 shows 

that it is referring to the time when the Gentiles were without 

the knowledge of God, and worshipped idols.  How could Paul say 

not to return to something they had never observed prior to 

conversion?  The Judaizers' teaching was causing some to leave 

the faith entirely and revert to paganism.  God's Word tells us 

NOT to observe times, Leviticus 19:26; Deuteronomy 18:10, 14.  

Paul had to repeat this warning to the Gentile Galatians. 

 (10) Colossians 2:16-17 is the well-known "shadow" passage.  

These shadows, Prunkard states, are now done away. 

 What about the weekly Sabbath, which is included?  The 

three-part phrase, "sabbaths, new moons, solemn feasts," as in II 

Chronicles 8:13, is a common Old Testament phrase, signifying 

three types of days:  weekly Sabbaths, New Moons, and Feasts.  

Colossians 2:16-17 has to include the weekly Sabbaths.  Do away 

with one, you do away with all.  However, Colossians does not say 

these three types of days are done away.  It says to keep them 

and don't let any man judge you for keeping them. 

 "Shadow" in Colossians 2:17 is from the Greek word skia, 

Strong's #4639, meaning "an image cast by an object and 

representing the form of that object, opposite to soma [#4983 



translated body', in the same verse], the thing itself," Thayer's 

Greek Lexicon, page 578.  In Hebrews 8:5, and 10:1, Thayer shows 

that skia means a "sketch, outline, adumbration [faint sketch or 

imperfect portrayal or representation]." 

 The Holy Days, New Moons and Sabbaths give a sketchy 

outline of the Creator's master plan.  The reality of that plan 

is the body of Christ, the Messiah living in His people, the 

Church.  Don't let mortal man say you are wrong for observing 

Biblical Holy Days.  Let the body of the Messiah do the judging.  

The sacred times are not an end to themselves.  They foreshadow 

things to come in the Master Plan of the Universe. 

 The earthly Levitical priesthood and tabernacle were a 

shadow [skia] of heavenly things,  Hebrews 8:1-5.  The ceremonial 

sacrificial law was a shadow of good things to come, Hebrews 

10:1.  The animal sacrifices have indeed ceased because the 

reality, the sacrifice of the Messiah, has come.  However, the 

shadowy representation of the Feast Days, New Moons, and Sabbaths 

has not been fulfilled.  They are still valid.  Indeed, the very 

shadow of sacrifice for sin is still continued in the annual 

commemoration of the Master's sacrifice for our sins, the 

Christian Passover ordinances. 

 Prunkard says these ten references to Holy Days are the 

only ones from Acts through Revelation.  Yet he does not quote 

(neither does the Church of God, 7th Day, tract) the passage in 

Acts 2:1-2.  After the death of Christ, the disciples were 

together keeping the day of Pentecost.  Why doesn't the Church of 

God, Seventh Day, keep Pentecost?  If the disciples had failed to 

keep Pentecost at the properly appointed time, they would not 

have received the Holy Spirit.  Some today may fail to receive 

God's Spirit of power, might, and wisdom because they refuse to 

keep His appointed times. 

 

Does John's Gospel Do Away 

With the Festivals? 

 

 John's gospel was written from A.D. 90-95, after the 

destruction of the Temple.  The gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke 

were written before A.D. 70.  Four times John refers to Feasts of 

the Jews: 2:13, 5:1, 6:4, and 7:2.  Prunkard says this usage 

shows the feasts were Jewish, and not for Gentiles. 

 However, the "Jewish" feasts at the Temple with sacrifices 

was what John was referring to.  This type of feast was no longer 

kept in A.D. 90, so John had to recount history as to what was 

being done before the Temple's destruction and the end of animal 

sacrifices.  Most of John's readers were non-Jews who had never 

seen Feasts kept at Jerusalem in Temple times.  John continued to 

keep the Passover on Nisan 14 (as shown in the Ante-Nicean 

Fathers).  Passover and the Holy Days are not "Jewish." 

 

Is The Dispensation Theory Correct? 

 



 Prunkard's article, "Should We Keep Israel's Holy Days?" 

reveals an anti-law bias (see Jude 3-4).  Mr. Prunkard denies the 

fact that Leviticus 23:1-2 states that the Holy Days and the 

Sabbath stand or fall together.  According to him, there are the 

contrasting Mosaic and Christian dispensations (periods of time 

with different promises and laws).  The argument says that the 

Sabbath did not come with Moses, but was instituted at creation 

for all men for all time.  Israel's days were given under Moses 

to Israel only, for a temporary dispensation. 

 The truth is that the law is spiritual, Romans 7:14, 

perfect, Psalm 19:7-8.  It lasts forever, Psalm 111:7-8.  The 

added sacrificial laws did not define sin; instead they were 

ADDED BECAUSE OF sin, Galatians 3:19. 

 This "dispensation theory" says that God dispenses with His 

law from time to time, and now He has totally dispensed with the 

statutes, judgments and laws except the Ten Commandments.  The 

warning of God to such who dispense (do away) with His laws is 

found in Revelation 22:18-19.  We need to dispense with the false 

"dispensation theory." 

 

Will You Walk As 

the Messiah Walked? 

 

 If Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, and forever, is 

living in you, He will be keeping the same laws, statutes, 

judgments that He perfectly observed while He walked this earth 

as a man.  Will you walk as He walked, I John 2:6?  If so, you 

will be keeping all of God's Holy Days.ê 

 

 

The most important proof of the validity of the Biblical Holy 

Days is found by those who keep them.  Just as in the observance 

of the weekly Sabbath, knowing the Truth, and doing it, brings 

you into contact with your Maker.  If you have been convinced 

that you should observe Biblical Holy Days, then you need to act 

on your beliefs.  You need to keep them in fellowship with 

others. 

 

In addition, you need to grow in your understanding of the Holy 

Days.  As the African conservationist Baba Dioum said, "For in 

the end, we conserve only what we love.  We love only what we 

understand.  We understand only what we are taught." 

 

 

Holy Days or Feast Days? 

 

 

Is there a difference between a Holy Day and a Feast Day?  Should 

the Feast of Unleavened Bread and the Feast of Pentecost be 

observed in a manner similar to the Feast of Tabernacles?   Are 

there three pilgrimage feasts? 

 



 What is a Holy Day?  What is a Feast Day?  Is there a 

difference?  What does the Bible say relative to the observance 

of these days?  Is the Christian to be diligent in observing ALL 

the days God has ordained?  Is one Feast Day above another in 

importance? 

 Colossians 2:16-17 states, "Let no man therefore judge you  

in meat, or in drink,  or in respect of an holyday,  or of the 

new moon,  or of the sabbath days:   Which are a shadow of things  

to come; but the body is of Christ."  Jesus Christ will do the 

judging.  We shall all one day appear before the judgment seat,  

to be examined against the Book -- the Bible,  all of it.  Don't 

worry about what men say.  Follow what God says. 

 A Sabbath and New Moon are different from a Holy Day.  As 

we shall see,  they all are divine appointments,  special times 

to God, appointed by Him for us to observe. 

 

MOED, Appointed Times, Feasts 

 

 Leviticus 23 summarizes all the major feasts of the Lord.  

To distinguish between the different characteristics of the 

various types of days,  the Hebrew words help us to understand 

how God looks at His special times.  The word for "feasts of the 

LORD," and "My feasts," in verse 2,  and verses 4, 37, 44 is the 

Hebrew moed, Strong's #4150, which means "appointed season or set 

time, solemn feast, congregation, set feast." 

 So we see from Leviticus 23 that the weekly Sabbath, 

Passover, the Seven-Day Feast of Unleavened Bread, Feast of 

Firstfruits (Pentecost), Day of Trumpets, Day of Atonement, the 

Seven Days of the Feast of Tabernacles, and the Last Great Day 

are all moed, divine appointments.  Numbers 10:10 also indicates 

that the beginnings of months,  or New Moons,  are moed, "solemn 

days." 

 These appointed times are not chosen or set by man,  but by 

the Eternal God.  He says that they are His feasts (moed), 

Leviticus 23:2.  Some individuals have a habit of missing their 

appointments.  Let us not be so careless with the Almighty!  He 

expects us to keep our appointments with Him. 

 

Mikra Kodesh, Holy Days, Sabbaths 

 

 Certain of these moed are special in that they are ALSO 

holy convocations  (mikra kodesh,  meaning "a called out,  public 

meeting,  that is hallowed,  pure,  sacred, dedicated").  On such 

"holy days" no work may be done.  The literal Hebrew is graphic 

in telling us exactly what is forbidden:  "all occupational 

servitude,  NO!"  The weekly Sabbath,  15th and 21st days of the 

first month,  (Unleavened Bread Holy Days)  Pentecost,  Trumpets, 

Atonement, and the 15th and 22nd days of the seventh month (first 

day of Tabernacles and Last Great Day) are such holy day 

convocations -- mikra kodesh, sacred meetings. 

 They are all sabbaths in the sense of being days of rest.  

The apostle John noted that Nisan 15 (first day of Unleavened  



Bread) was a special sabbath:  "The Jews therefore,  because it 

was the preparation,  that the bodies should not remain upon the 

cross on the sabbath day,  (for that sabbath day was an high 

day,)  besought Pilate that their legs might be broken,  and that 

they might be taken away," John 19:31. 

 So we have moed,  a general term for the feasts of the 

Eternal, and mikra kodesh,  holy day convocations, or sabbaths.  

Yet there is a third term we need to understand.  For without 

this, we would only partially observe God's days, and God wants 

us to keep the whole law, not just a few points!  See James 2:8-

10. 

 

Hag, Festivals, Feast Days 

 

 Leviticus  23:6,  "And  on the fifteenth day of the same 

[first] month is the feast of unleavened bread unto the LORD:  

seven days ye must eat unleavened bread."  The Hebrew word for 

"feast" is not moed,  but hag meaning "festival,  solemn feast 

day, sacrifice."  It comes from the word hagag, meaning "to move 

in a circle, march in sacred procession, observe or celebrate, 

dance, keep a feast."  The hag of unleavened bread lasts seven 

days. 

 Likewise in Leviticus 23:34,  "The fifteenth day of this  

seventh month shall be the feast [hag] of tabernacles for seven 

days unto the LORD." 

 Elsewhere we find that Pentecost is also a hag day, the 

"feast of weeks,"  Deuteronomy 16:10, and Exodus 34:22.  In 

Ezekiel 45:21, we are told that "Passover" or the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread,  is "a feast of seven days."  Likewise Passover 

day is a hag:  "neither  shall the sacrifice of the feast [hag] 

of the passover be left unto the morning," Exodus 34:25. 

 It is significant that in all the Scriptural uses of hag,  

there is not one specific  use of the term hag referring to an 

individual holy day such as the Sabbath,  Day of Trumpets, or Day 

of Atonement.  In fact, hag days, or Feast Days, have a different 

meaning than Holy Days (moed).  There are precious few of God's 

people who have carefully considered the distinction. 

 Passover Day (Nisan 14),  Nisan 16-20 (the days between the 

first and last holy days of unleavened bread), as well as the 

last six days of the Feast of Tabernacles (Tishri 16-21) are hag 

days, Feast Days.  They are not Holy Days or mikra kodesh.  Nisan 

15 and 21,  Pentecost,  and Tishri 1, 10, 15 and 22 are Holy Days 

as well as Feast Days.  Of course ALL these days are moed,  God's 

appointed festival times. 

 Why,  one might ask,  is there a distinction?  What is the 

difference?  Is it important?  These intervening days of 

Unleavened Bread and Tabernacles are not without an important 

meaning for us.  NO,  they are not Sabbaths,  nor Holy Days upon 

which no work is permitted.  Neither are they days that we should 

do our own pleasure like an ordinary day.  They are not routine 

days, but hag days, "feast days of God." 



 Unleavened Bread is to be eaten on each of the intervening 

Days of the Feast (hag) of Unleavened Bread, Leviticus 23:6.  One 

must dwell in booths seven days during the Feast (hag) of 

Tabernacles, verse 42. 

 

Three Pilgrimage Feasts -- Hag Times -- A Year 

 

 There are three times [same word as "feet," meaning 

pilgrimages] a year we are to keep a feast -- hagag -- unto God 

in a year, Exodus 23:14.  Since they are times of leaving home 

and making a pilgrimage to the place God dwells, these three hag 

(feast) times cannot mean that we go about our normal activities. 

 Jews refer to the intervening days of Passover and 

Tabernacles as hol ha-moed,  or half holy days, both weekdays and 

holy days.  By implication,  the day between Pentecost and the 

preceding Sabbath would also be a moed katan, or lesser holyday. 

 McClintock and Strong's Bible Cyclopaedia, article 

"Passover," says that in Temple times, the people "indulged in 

public amusements, as dances, songs, games, etc., to fill up the 

time in harmony with the joyful and solemn character of the 

festival.  The work allowed to be done during the middle days of 

the festival was restricted to irrigating dry land,  digging 

watercourses,  repairing   conduits, reservoirs, roads, 

marketplaces, baths, whitewashing tombs, etc.  Dealers in fruit, 

garments, or in utensils were allowed to sell privately what was 

required for immediate use.  Whatever the emergencies of the 

public service required,  or was necessary for the  festival,  or 

any occupation the ommission of which might cause loss or injury, 

was permitted.  Hence no new graves were allowed to be dug,  nor 

wives espoused,  nor houses,  slaves, or cattle purchased, except 

for the use of the festival . . . as in all the festivals,  

cheerfulness was to prevail during the whole week, and all care 

was to be laid aside."  Thus, the feasts -- hag days -- are not 

to be times of mourning, but of gladness,  Ecclesiastes 3:4,  

Nehemiah 8:2, 9-10. 

 Many understand that the Feast of Tabernacles is to be an 

annual occasion of  leaving one's home and going to God's place 

for a full  eight days.  Yet most do not realize that Passover 

and Unleavened Bread, and Pentecost are likewise pilgrimage 

feasts in the same way as Tabernacles.  Perhaps more would 

understand, if they knew the difference in meaning between Holy 

Days and Feast Days. 

 One is not keeping the Feast (hag) of Unleavened Bread  by  

only resting  the first and last Holy Days,  in the meantime 

returning to one's normal work.  Read Deuteronomy 16:1-8. 

 

The Place Where God Chooses 

to Place His Name 

 

 There are three feast (hag) times of the year, which one 

must appear before the Eternal at the appointed place.  Passover 

and Unleavened Bread are to be observed "in the place which the 



Eternal thy God shall choose,"  Deuteronomy 16:6-8.  The Feast of 

Weeks (Pentecost) is a time of rejoicing "in the place which  the 

Lord thy God hath chosen to place His name,"  verses 10-11.  The 

Feast of Tabernacles is a seven day feast "in the place which the 

Lord shall choose," verses 13-15. 

 Deuteronomy 16:16 summarizes:  "Three times in a year shall 

all thy males appear before the Lord thy God in the place which 

He shall choose; in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the 

feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles:  and they shall 

not appear before the Lord empty."  The word for  these three 

"feast" times is hag.  This word is never used specifically in 

reference to the Day of Trumpets or the Day of Atonement.  These 

three feast times are times to appear before God, not to go about 

our daily work.  This is a command of the Almighty God. 

 Where is the place to observe these three feast times in 

this age? 

 In the wilderness, it was at the door of the tabernacle of 

the congregation,  Exodus 29:42-43.  In the promised land, the 

place was originally Shiloh,  I Samuel 1:3,  and Judges  21:19.  

Later the proper place was at the Temple in Jerusalem.  The 

Temple was destroyed in A.D. 70.  Jesus knew the hour would come 

when worship of God at His feast times would be at places other 

than Jerusalem,  John 4:21-24.  The place is not as important as 

worshiping God in Spirit and in Truth.  The New Testament Church 

kept the feasts in localized areas, Acts 20:5-6. 

 So today there is NOT one place where God has chosen to 

place His name.  He  places His name on His people,  the children 

of God, John 17:11, 21-23.  Where they are gathered together, God 

is in their midst,  Matthew 18:20.  Brethren of like faith should 

make every effort to meet together in the worship of God,  

Hebrews 10:24-25.  It  should be a place where the cares of this 

life, this world's influences,  do not interfere with the 

spiritual aspect of the Feast.  Such a place will indeed be 

blessed by the Almighty. 

 

Following the Example of 

David and Hezekiah 

 

 Righteous Saints of old obeyed God in keeping these three 

pilgrimage feasts  each year.  God blessed them abundantly for 

their obedience.  Will we do likewise?  David, a man after God's 

own heart,  obeyed God in keeping His feasts.  Those who follow 

David will be doing the same things David did!  Notice II 

Chronicles 30:13, 21-22,  "And there assembled at Jerusalem much 

people to keep the feast [hag] of Unleavened Bread . . . .  And 

the children of  Israel that were present at Jerusalem kept the  

feast of unleavened bread seven  days with great gladness:  and 

the Levites and the priests praised the LORD day by day,  singing 

with loud instruments unto the LORD.  And Hezekiah spake 

comfortably unto all the Levites that taught the good knowledge 

of the LORD:  and they did eat throughout the feast seven days, 

offering peace offerings, and making confession to the LORD God 



of their fathers."  This is the way zealous people observe God's 

seven day Feast of Unleavened Bread. 

 Hezekiah kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread a full seven 

days!  Just as his  father David did!  II Chronicles  29:1-2, 

"Hezekiah . . . did that which was right in the sight of the 

LORD, according to all that David his father had done."  Such a 

proper feast had not been done for a long time before Hezekiah, 

30:1, 5.  Not since the time of Solomon,  verse 26.  So Hezekiah 

led the nation of Judah in a return to God,  to the righteous 

acts of David and Solomon.  God was in back of their return  to  

Him:  "Also  in Judah the hand of God was to give them one heart 

to do the commandment of the king and of the princes,  by the 

word  of the LORD," II Chronicles 30:12. 

 Following God's ways results in blessings,  II Chronicles 

31:10-12. "And thus did Hezekiah throughout all Judah, and 

wrought that which was good and right and truth before the LORD 

his God.  And in every work that he began in the service of the 

house of God, and in the law,  and in the commandments, to seek 

his God, he did it with all his heart, and prospered," verses 20-

21. 

 Ahaz,  the wicked king before Hezekiah,  "did not that 

which was right in the sight of the LORD,  like David his father 

. . . .  Wherefore the LORD his God delivered him into the hand 

of the king of Syria,  and they smote him, and carried away a 

great multitude of them captives . . . ," II Chronicles 28:1, 5. 

 The choice is before us today:  follow David in obedience 

to God, and be blessed, or don't follow David and be cursed. 

 

Josiah Revival Needed Today 

 

 The history of God's people has had continual ups and downs 

throughout the ages.  Obedience for a time, then departure, then 

a revival, and so on. 

 After Hezekiah, there was a departure under Kings Manasseh 

and Amnon.  Under King Josiah, the book of the law was found and 

the covenant was renewed.  Immediately idols were put away and 

the greatest Passover was kept,  a true and great feast unto God,  

II Chronicles 34 and 35.  The mark of a zealous people in their 

return unto God is proper observance of a full seven day Feast of 

Unleavened Bread. 

 Such a feast requires a great deal of preparation, of 

making ready, II Chronicles 35:1, 4, 6, 14, 15.  Then a seven day 

period of rejoicing,  "And the children of Israel that were 

present kept the passover at that time and the feast of 

unleavened bread seven days," verse 17. 

 Once again,  a righteous king led Judah in a return unto 

God,  a return to the acts of David.  "Josiah . . . did that 

which was right in the sight of the LORD,  and walked in the ways 

of David  his father, and declined neither to the right hand, nor 

to the left," II  Chronicles 34:1-2.  Those today who are seeking 

the  God of David, verse 3, and have "found" understanding of the 

book of the law, verse 15, will do likewise. 



 Jesus Christ is our Passover,  I Corinthians 5:7,  our 

example, I Peter 2:21.  He kept the Passover a full seven days,  

Luke 2:40-43.  He gave us an example in studying God's word in 

the intervening days between the first and the last holy days of 

the feast.  The apostles, after Christ's death and resurrection, 

kept a full seven day feast, Acts 20:6. 

 Many of God's church of our time observed the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread a full seven days, as a pilgrimage feast.  Since 

the late 1960's most,  like ancient Israel, have watered down and 

compromised God's truth,  Matthew 5:19.  A few in Hezekiah's and 

Josiah's time stirred themselves up again to zealously obey God.  

Sadly,  these were the exceptions, not the rule. 

 "So  there  was great joy in Jerusalem:  for since the  

time  of Solomon the son of David king of Israel there was not 

the like in Jerusalem,"  II Chronicles 30:26.  The result of this 

obedience?  Verse  27,  "Then the priests the Levites arose and 

blessed the people:  and their voice was heard,  and their prayer 

came up to His holy dwelling place, even unto heaven." 

 "And  there was no passover like to that kept in Israel 

from the days of Samuel the prophet;  neither did all the kings 

of Israel keep such a passover as Josiah kept . . . ,"  II 

Chronicles 35:18.  Josiah and the true followers of God kept the 

greatest Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread since the days of 

Samuel.  So  Samuel did keep it in the right way.  Samuel, David, 

Solomon, Hezekiah and  Josiah:  all these righteous men of old 

kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread for seven full days. 

 

Are Passover and Pentecost 

Minor Feasts? 

 

 Is one of the three pilgrimage feasts more important than 

all the others?  This is what some would have us believe.  They 

say, "The Feast of Tabernacles is the only time when God's people 

should all be together."  Is this true?  Jesus' example,  Luke 

2:41-43, and that of the New Testament church, Acts 2:1 show that 

Passover and Unleavened Bread and Pentecost were equally as 

important as the Feast of Tabernacles, John 7:2, 10, 37. 

 Why do some people celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles as a 

pilgrimage feast,  and not Passover and Pentecost?  The primary 

reason they give is economic.  Many do not properly utilize their 

second tithe.  They waste it one time for Tabernacles and then 

have nothing left to properly celebrate the other two  feasts.  

They may feel that to take off additional time from their jobs in 

the spring would result in loss of their jobs or severe financial 

hardship.  Thus, the primary reason why most do not follow God in 

observing ALL His feasts has to do with money,  a root of all 

evil.  Wasting (stealing) God's tithes and showing lack of faith 

that God will protect and provide. 

 How are God's second tithes wasted?  Members are forced to 

travel long  distances to a minister-designated Feast of 

Tabernacles site, that does not take the whole group into 

consideration.  One man had to spend more than $1,000 airfare for 



his family just to attend one Feast.  The New Testament Church 

kept the feasts in localized areas,  such as Philippi (in modern 

Greece) and Troas (in  modern Turkey),  as shown in Acts 20:5-6.  

It was as Jesus said, that the time would come when Jerusalem 

would not be the only place for worshipping God at His feasts, 

John 4:21-24. 

 Once the members arrive at the Feast site,  they often 

squander their money by staying at excessively expensive motels 

and eating in expensive restaurants.  This is often the result of 

ministerial example.  They waste their time by traveling long 

distances to daily services and to restaurants,  as well as 

superfluous amusements.  One young bachelor told us that he had 

so much second tithe, that he had a hard time spending it! 

 God's money is often thrown away in a physically-oriented 

Feast.  No wonder most brethren do not have the money to observe 

three such annual orgies!  Instead,  they are told that because 

of economic considerations,  some may be able to attend a Feast 

of Tabernacles only every other year.  This is an open  admission 

that the curses for disobedience of God's law are being 

experienced. 

 It  is true that some face the prospect of financial 

hardship if they were to step  out in faith and observe three 

annual pilgrimage feasts as the Bible commands.  This situation 

has been ordained by the Almighty so that those who do have extra 

second tithe can -- and should -- assist those who do not have 

enough.  When those who have excess waste it,  and those who 

barely have enough are not wise planners,  or are too proud to 

ask for help, it doesn't work out right. 

 

The Right Kind of Feast 

 

 Instead,  why not have a Belknap Springs type of Feast,  

like the Radio Church of God observed in the late 1940s?  Such an 

inexpensive resort area with camping facilities and cabins, 

isolated from the world, may be difficult to find.  However, 

God's people need a place where all the brethren are together in 

one place, in  one accord.  Wouldn't it be great to have a common 

kitchen and dinning hall for healthful meals prepared at a 

reasonable cost,  and guaranteed "kosher"!  This makes possible a 

Feast that is a time to park your car for a whole feast time and 

live close to God's creation,  praying to God at a special secret 

place on a rock or a hill,  off a hiking trail.  At this type of 

place, brethren and families can really enjoy spiritual and 

physical fellowship.  They can sing hymns by a campfire at night.  

Many more possibilities for truly rejoicing are available, when 

you do it God's way. 

 In the early years of the Radio (later the name was changed 

to Worldwide) Church of God,  Herbert Armstong was inspired to do 

it right.  Why have we departed?  The Churchin its earlier years 

kept the Feasts three times a year.  Now,  as one minister said,  

we are more sophisticated.  We stay in luxury motels,  eat in  

high-class restaurants,  hire maids and servants to make our 



beds, serve our meals,  even on God's Sabbaths.  We rush through 

traffic to be on time for services at a city convention center.  

Rush here,  rush there.  An honor to God?  Who are we trying to 

kid?  Some plan for this annual vacation many months  in  

advance.  Feast of Unleavened Bread?  Pentecost?  By their 

actions, many are saying these are merely minor holy days. 

 By following the Bible, there would be plenty of money for 

three pilgrimage  feasts for all.  Where is our faith?  God's 

Word promises protection for our property "when thou shalt go up 

to appear before the LORD thy God thrice in the year," Exodus 

34:24.  Don't you think that God could also protect your job,  

provide enough income for your family if you took off from work 

without pay,  in order to obey God?  The Eternal is waiting to 

bless us, if we obey Him and step out in faith. 

 

Why There Are Three 

Pilgrimage Feasts 

 

 The Feast of Tabernacles pictures the Millennium,  the time 

of abundance,  the  great harvest time.  Everyone wants that.  

Everyone wants to be in God's Kingdom.  So it is not surprising 

that the Feast of Tabernacles is the chief -- and only -- 

pilgrimage feast for many people. 

 How do we obtain the World Tomorrow?  Through the sacrifice 

of Jesus and His blood,  putting sin out of our lives,  obeying 

God, receiving His Spirit and overcoming,  pictured by Passover, 

Feast of Unleavened Bread,  and Pentecost.  This requires work.  

No great fall harvest is reaped without work.  

Typically, the carnal-minded person wants the benefits of God's 

Kingdom (Feast of Tabernacles) without going through the work to 

obtain it (spring Holy Days). 

 It takes work to be a living sacrifice,  Romans 12:1-2,  

properly keeping Passover.  It takes work to put sin out of our 

lives that so easily besets us,  truly being Unleavened True 

Believers.  It takes work to be spiritually minded.  Note that 

the Holy Spirit is given  only as we obey Him,  Acts 5:32,  those 

who keep the  true Pentecost. 

 Several have said, why put a burden upon God's people?  

Man's burdens are heavy, but the Messiah's burdens are light.  

Jesus said that whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose 

it.  Those who give up their lives in service and obedience to 

God, seeking Him, shall save their lives.  Is it any wonder that 

God is going to turn someone's feasts into mourning? 

 The day of God's wrath is soon coming.  Will we be spared 

as the Israelites were in Egypt,  when the death angel passed at 

midnight?  Is the blood of the Lamb sprinkled on our doorposts?  

Read Isaiah 26:20-21 and 31:5.  Then decide for yourself what it 

will be:  Will you keep only God's Holy Days and not all of His 

Feast Days?  Or, will you instead keep all of God's Holy Days and 

Feast Days? 

 

Summary 



 

Moed    Mikra Kodesh   Hag 

 

Strong's #4150  Strong's #4744, 6944  Strong's #2282 

"Feasts," or   "Holy Days," or  

 "Festival," or 

"Appointed Times"  "Sabbaths," or  

 "Pilgrimmage 

    "Holy Convocations"  Feast" 

 

Sabbath   Sabbath    Not Applicable 

 

Passover   Not Applicable   * 

 

Seven Day Feast of 15th day First Month  Seven Day Feast 

of 

   Unleavened Bread 21st day of First Month     

Unleavened Bread 

 

Feast of Firstfruits  Feast of Pentecost   Feast 

of Pentecost 

   (Pentecost)    

 

Day of Trumpets  Day of Trumpets   Not Applicable 

 

Day of Atonement Day of Atonement  Not Applicable 

 

Seven Day Feast  15th day of Seventh Month Seven Day Feast 

   of Tabernacles          of 

Tabernacles 

 

Last Great Day  Last Great Day   * 

 

New Moons   Only the Day of Trumpets Not Applicable 

 

 

* By extension, because of close proximity, Passover and the Last 

Great Day are hag days.ê 

 

 

What Should We Do During the Eternal's Feasts? 

 

 

Each year, millions observe non-Biblical holidays with vigor and 

excitement, even if they profess no religion.  What about the 

Almighty's Feasts?  How  should we observe His sacred 

appointments?  What kind of times are the Biblical Feasts?  What 

should we do during the Eternal's Feasts? 

 

 

Three Times To Move Our Feet 

 



 There are three annual pilgrimage feasts:  "Three times 

[Hebrew regel, Strong's #7272 meaning `feet'] thou shalt keep a 

feast unto Me in the year.  Thou shalt keep the feast of 

unleavened bread:  (thou shalt eat unleavened bread seven days, 

as I commanded thee, in the time appointed of the month Abib; for 

in it thou camest out from Egypt:  and none shall appear before 

me empty:) And the feast of harvest [Pentecost], the firstfruits 

of thy labours, which thou hast sown in the field: and the feast 

of ingathering [Tabernacles] which is in the end of the year, 

when thou hast gathered in thy labours out of the field.  Three 

times [Hebrew paam, Strong's #6471 also meaning `footsteps'] in 

the year all thy males shall appear before the Lord God,"  Exodus 

23:14-17. 

 Regel is an interesting Hebrew word.  In 233 places it is 

translated "foot" or "feet," and only 4 places regel is rendered 

"times."  Three times a year we are to use our feet to observe 

God's cyclical pattern. 

 We are to walk, or go, to a certain place.  "Three times 

[paam] in a year shall all thy males appear before the Lord thy 

God in the place which He shall choose; in the feast of 

unleavened bread,  and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of 

tabernacles:  and they shall not appear before the LORD empty:  

Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of 

the LORD thy God which he hath given thee," Deuteronomy 16:16-17.  

It is to be an habitual practice, something we do automatically. 

 

(1) Preparation and Humility 

 

 The fall feasts have a pattern:  Feast of Trumpets (New 

Moon), Day of Atonement (Tishri 10) and an eight-day Feast of 

Tabernacles and Last Great Day. Likewise, the Spring Feasts 

follow the same pattern: New Year (Nisan 1, a New Moon), Nisan 

10, and the eight-Day Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread. 

 What is so special about Nisan 10?  The instruction in 

Exodus 12:1-10 was probably given on Nisan 1 (New Moon), and the 

preparation for the Passover (taking of the lamb for each 

household) was to be done on Nisan 10, kept without blemish until 

Nisan 14 when it was killed. 

 We have been admonished in the Church of God to prepare for 

the Passover, with prayer and fasting, so as to be in the right 

spirit for the most solemn, awesome day of the year.  Thus there 

is a parallel between the Day of Atonement (Tishri 10) and the 

meaning of Nisan 10.  Both are demonstrative of the need for 

physical and spiritual preparation for the upcoming Feast.  

Before the joyful Feast, there must be a period of humility, 

Proverbs 15:33, I Peter 5:5-6.  This theme is carried over from 

Nisan 10 to the night of the Passover itself, with the 

footwashing ceremony preceding the actual supper, John 13. 

 

(2)  A Time For Being About 

Our Father's Business 

 



 Discipleship requires total supreme devotion, Luke 9:62.  

We must put our Father's business first, above all else.  Jesus 

set us an example during the Feast of Unleavened Bread at age 

twelve, Luke 2:40-52. 

 We are not to return to our life's chores during the Feast.  

The Eternal even promises protection of our possessions when we 

leave them to go to observe the Feasts, Exodus 34:21-24, Proverbs 

16:7. 

(3)  A Time of Hearing the Word 

 

 The Eternal's Feasts have a physical purpose.  Primarily 

they are spiritually oriented.  It is a time to "feast" on the 

Eternal's Word, Nehemiah 8:1-8, 18, Deuteronomy 31:10-13. 

 It is not a time only to "stick one's nose in the Bible,"  

but also to speak the words of the Bible one to another, Malachi 

3:16, Hebrews 10:24-25.  This doesn't happen by accident, but is 

the result of living the Bible all year long. Bible studies take 

preparation, both on the part of the Speaker and the listeners. 

 

(4)  A Time of Joy and Feasting 

 

 Nehemiah 8:9-12 shows that we can only rejoice when we 

understand the Law, and are zealously keeping it, together. We 

are commanded to rejoice, Deuteronomy 16:11, 13-15; II Chronicles 

30:21-27.  A feast is made for rejoicing, Ecclesiastes 10:19. 

 

(5)  A Family Time of Togetherness, Unity and Fellowship 

 

 See Deuteronomy 12:11-12, 14:26, 16:14.  Our Savior set an 

example as He stayed at the home of Lazarus, Martha and Mary 

prior to the Passover.  Feast time is a time of reunions and 

renewed fellowship.  We need to develop a close relationship with 

our spiritual brethren.  "How excellent are the LORD's faithful 

people!  My greatest pleasure is to be with them," Psalm 16:3 

(Today's English version). 

 

(6)  Appreciating the Creation 

 

 Israel kept the Feasts in Shiloh before the Jerusalem 

Temple was built.  It was a beautiful place with vineyards, 

Judges 21:19-21.  Jerusalem had gardens and trees.  Our Savior 

appreciated the creation, as witness His walking through the corn 

fields on the Sabbath, Matthew 12:1.  After the Passover supper, 

He prayed at the Garden of Gethsemane.  A Jewish friend says the 

term "place which the Eternal has chosen to place His name" means 

"place which you can see 

the Eternal."  The resurrected saints will  have the Father's 

name written in their foreheads, Revelation 14:1, and see Him 

face to face, as He is, I John 3:2. In the Creation we can  be 

removed from the cares of this life,  see the Eternal, and be 

close to Him. 

 



(7)  A Time of Special Prayer 

 

 Feast time is prayer time at a special place in the 

wonderful creation.  The Savior prayed at Gethsemane, Matthew 

26:36-46.  He was often a visitor of such places of solitude, 

John 18:1-2.  During Hezekiah's Great Feast of Unleavened Bread, 

prayer was an important part of the worship, II Chronicles 30:21-

27. 

 I have experienced ardent vocal prayer during the Feast, 

next to a majestic California Redwood tree, a Juniper tree in 

Central Oregon, etc.  These experiences made me feel especially 

close to my Heavenly Father. 

 

(8)  A Time to Give and Share 

 

 We are to give physically to those that are less blessed 

than ourselves, Nehemiah 8:10, 12; Deuteronomy 14:26-29.  This 

was again an example set by the Messiah.  It was such a habit 

that the disciples thought that Judas was going out to give 

something to the poor, John 13:27-30. 

 Spiritually we are to give to others, and not just have a 

physical Feast.  Some just sit and take in sermons, giving 

nothing except Holy Day offerings.  We are to come to the Feast 

prepared to give and receive.  Our Savior did, even at age 

twelve!  The Almighty does not want us to be spiritual sponges, 

merely absorbing in everything from others.  He wants us to give 

and share with the brethren. 

 

Feast Fever 

 

 The Eternal's Feasts are far better than worldly holidays 

such as Christmas and Easter!  We plan our entire year around 

them.  We get "Feast Fever" in anticipation of these joyful 

times.  Our souls long for these days as we do for the Eternal's 

Kingdom, Psalm 84:1-12.ê 

 

 

God's Second Tithe 

 

 

Physical Lesson to Teach Spiritual Principles 

 

What if God Almighty were to appear before you,  and command  you   

to  do  something -- would you do it?  Think about that for a 

moment!  Would you, really?  God does appear before you in the 

pages of the Bible, with direct and specific commands, ordering 

your every way of life. Ministers of God, or teachers, may assist 

you to see God's requirements. 

 

 Do you take what you see in the Bible as mere 

"suggestions"?  If you do, may God help you to wake up before 

it's too late.  You may not like the Biblical commands, Romans 



8:7, but we are instructed to NOT do "every man whatsoever is 

right in his own eyes," Deuteronomy 12:8. 

 A great host of people have become "turned off" because of 

the real or alleged misuse of church funds.  As a result, some 

have questioned the entire doctrine of tithing, and others have 

even let their love for God and His laws wax cold. Compare Psalm 

119:97 with Matthew 24:10-13.  These misguided people have thrown 

away their former respect for God and His laws, or have 

substituted the false Protestant-Catholic concept of "love" 

without the need for obedience to the law, Jude 4. 

 As in every case when someone points the finger at someone 

else, he is often guilty of the same or worse sins.  Have you 

been angry over the misuse of funds by others?  Consider rather 

how you have been handling your responsibility in the usage of 

God's second tithe.  Have you "fueled the airplane" of your own 

desires, forgetting the command to remember the poor and needy, 

Deuteronomy 14:22-27, 16:11-15?  Have you figuratively or 

literally "gambled away" your second tithe on a purely physical 

rather than a spiritual feast? 

 The purpose of this article is not to exhaustively prove 

the doctrine of tithing, but to point out the serious 

responsibility that every individual has in properly keeping the 

feasts and Holy Days of God.  The second tithe is irrevocably 

tied to the observance of the Holy Days.  Do away with one, and 

you do away with the other.  For the end of properly spending the 

second tithe and keeping the Holy Days is the same: that we may 

learn to fear (respect reverently and lovingly obey) the Eternal 

our God always, Deuteronomy 14:23. 

 We learn of spiritual things, such as the existence of God, 

by and through the observance of physical things, Romans 1:20, 

Psalm 19:1.  Likewise, we learn to spiritually keep God's law by 

and through His Spirit coupled with physical obedience.  Only 

then can we truly worship God in spirit and in truth, John 4:24.  

To worship God spiritually, "in spirit," you must also worship 

Him literally, physically, "in truth." 

 There's a clever argument by some that you don't have to 

fast on the Day of Atonement.  This is because Christ was our 

atonement and now we worship Him spiritually by having a humble 

mind instead of an afflicted body.  James must have contemplated 

such devious reasoning when he wrote, "Yea, a man may say, Thou 

hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy 

works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works . . . .  But 

wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?" 

James 2:18, 20.  You can't keep "the seventh part of your time" 

in your mind and be keeping God's Sabbath, the seventh day. You 

can't keep the Day of Atonement "in the mind" -- supposedly 

spiritually -- without also fasting physically on that day.  When 

you do keep these laws physically, you can also come to a 

spiritual understanding of them through God's Spirit and physical 

obedience. 

 Likewise, it is the same with second tithe.  If the 

physical law is kept, spiritual lessons can be learned.  God 



doesn't need the tithe, because He owns everything, Psalm 24:1.  

We are not yet born members into the God family.  We need 

physical laws to teach us spiritual lessons.  God's physical laws 

are spiritual, Romans 7:14, because they accomplish a spiritual 

objective.  Throw away those physical laws binding today and you 

destroy the way to the spiritual purpose and destiny of man. 

 What if the first, second, and third tithes, were misused 

and abused by some? What if nearly every major doctrine of God's 

Word has been changed, corrupted or watered down?  "For what if 

some [of those very ones who taught us God's truth, and baptized 

us] did not believe? [later came to be corrupters of God's Word] 

shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect?  God 

forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar," Romans 3:3-

4. 

 Today, some are "chucking the whole thing" in effect 

saying, "Let us do evil, that good may come," verse 8; "There is 

no fear of God before their eyes," verse 18.  Proper usage of the 

second tithe in keeping the Feasts of God should help us "learn 

to fear the Lord thy God always," Deuteronomy 14:23.  Faith in 

the blood of Christ for the remission of sins that are past, 

Romans 3:25, does not void the laws of God, including that of the 

second tithe.  It establishes the law, Romans 3:31, makes it much 

more binding, to its full spiritual intent. 

 

Perversion of God's Feasts 

 

 Bible prophecies clearly show that in the last days there 

will be a perversion of the feasts of God. 

 In the Last Days there will be "scoffers, walking after 

their own lusts," II Peter 3:3. "Spots they are and blemishes, 

sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast 

with you; having eyes full of adultery . . . with covetous 

practices . . . , Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone 

astray . . . ," II Peter 2:13-15.  This is to occur within the 

Church of God, and many will follow this perverse way of 

revelling instead of worshipping God, verses 1-2. 

 Thousands laughed at a cartoon (Worldwide News, October 14, 

1974, page 8) depicting a middle-aged man looking with eyes full 

of adultery at a young lady while stating to his portly wife, 

"Mildred, I think we should ask . . . [name of a minister] to 

determine whether our preconversion marriage is still binding." 

Some have acted out such adulterous practices by openly admitting 

that they were literally "going after a mate at the Feast" now 

that they were supposedly "free" to remarry.  See II Peter 2:18-

19 in this light. 

 Jude likewise foretold that "in the last time," verse 18 

there would be those who would turn -- change -- God's truth that 

they once had, into lawlessness, verses 3-4.  There would be 

"spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, 

feeding themselves without fear . . . carried about of winds 

[doctrinal changes, see Ephesians 4:14]; trees whose fruit 

withereth, without fruit, twice dead [once dead in baptism, now 



dead spiritually], plucked up by the roots [because they had no 

firm foundation]," verse 12. 

 These prophesies are being fulfilled before our eyes.  

Watch and beware that you don't fall into the category of those 

that pervert the feasts of God.  For the manner of observance as 

well as the date of the feasts is prophesied to be corrupted and 

wrongfully changed, Daniel 7:25.  The second tithe has everything 

to do with how we observe God's feasts. 

 Have you begun to compromise, just a little, in "feeding 

yourself without fear"? Take heed, "earnestly contend for the 

faith which was once delivered unto the saints," Jude 3. 

 

God Hates Corrupted Feasts 

 

 Isaiah contains many prophecies for "the last days" Isaiah 

2:2.  All but "a very small remnant," 1:9, of God's people are 

prophesied to rebel against Him, 1:2. God says to the ones who 

have corrupted the ways He originally gave to them, "Your new 

moons and your appointed feasts My soul hateth:  they are a 

trouble unto Me; I am weary to bear them," 1:14.  Why is this?  

Because God's people have become as Sodom and Gomorrah, verse 10, 

once faithful, but now like an harlot, verse 21.  The "princes" 

or leaders "are rebellious, and companions of thieves: every one 

loveth gifts, and followeth after rewards: they judge not the 

fatherless, neither doth the cause of the widow come unto them," 

verse 23. 

 This prophecy is a warning for us today. Are we providing 

for the stranger (newcomer), the widow, and the fatherless? Or, 

are our feasts a stench in God's nostrils because we have not 

followed the admonition, "Learn to do well; seek judgment, 

relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the 

widow," verse 17?  

 God will never forsake us, His Church. Could it be that 

most of the Church has forsaken God? God says in Isaiah 1:28 that 

"they that forsake the Lord shall be consumed," and in 2:6, that 

God will forsake His people that have corrupted His ways, to 

become like the world around them. 

 Don't worry about what others do, what about you?  Is your 

manner of observance of God's feasts a trouble to God? 

 In all the slick motels, condominiums, restaurants and 

night clubs, God's people have forgotten God and His word.  

Instead, we need to "feast upon" God's word during the Holy Days, 

Hosea 2:8.  Because of our lack of feasting upon spiritual 

knowledge, God is soon going to act, "I will also cause all her 

mirth to cease, her feast days, her new moons, and her Sabbaths, 

and all her solemn feasts," verse 11. 

 Again God warns, "If ye will not hear, and if ye will not 

lay it to heart, to give glory unto My name, saith the LORD of 

hosts, I will even send a curse upon you, and I will curse your 

blessings: yea, I have cursed them already, because ye do not lay 

it to heart.  Behold, I will corrupt your seed, and spread dung 

upon your faces, even the dung of your solemn feasts; and one 



shall take you away with it," Malachi 2:2-3.  Unless we take 

heed, we, too, will be cursed. 

 God specifies why He is against such corrupted feasts: He 

hates the dealing treacherously against the wife of one's youth, 

the putting away in divorce, Malachi 2:14-16.  He is against "the 

sorcerers,  and against the adulterers,  and against false 

swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his 

wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the 

stranger from his right, and fear not me, says the LORD of 

hosts," Malachi 3:5.  All of these things become part and parcel 

with corrupt observance of God's feasts, for which cause He will 

punish His people, unless they repent.  Proper observance of 

God's feasts should teach us to fear Him. Do we? 

 For some, captivity and punishment is the only way they can 

come to repent of watering down God's Holy Days.  In Egypt or 

Assyria or elsewhere, some will be forced to eat unclean things, 

Hosea 9:3.  There will be much mourning and soul-searching in 

that day, as God asks in warning, "What will ye do in the solemn 

day, and in the day of the feast of the LORD?" verse 5.  To a 

people that say, "God will never forsake us," God replies, "I 

will go and return to My place, till they acknowledge their 

offense, and seek My face: in their affliction they will seek Me 

early," Hosea 5:15. 

 Why not seek God now, be scrupulous in rightly observing 

His feasts, and escape all these things to come to pass, Luke 

21:36? 

 Again and again this theme runs through the Bible: the 

corrupted observance of God's feasts results in certain 

punishment.  If God warned you twice not to do something, you 

would feel it was mightily important to Him.  What if He warns 

against something time and time again? 

 In Amos 5:20 God repeats the warning for the time just 

prior to "the day of the Lord."  Verses 21-23: "I hate, I despise 

your feast days, and I will not smell in your solemn assemblies.  

Though ye offer me burnt offerings and your meat offerings, I 

will not accept them: neither will I regard the peace offerings 

of your fat beasts.  Take thou away from me the noise of thy 

songs; for I will not hear the melody of thy viols." 

 Why is God so upset?  What is lacking?  What does God want, 

regarding His feast days?  Verse 24, "But let judgment run down 

as waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream."  He continues, 

telling exactly what He hates about the way His people have come 

to treat His feasts: "Woe to them that are at ease in Zion, and 

trust in the mountain of Samaria . . . That lie upon beds of 

ivory . . . , and eat the lambs out of the flock . . . , That 

chant to the sound of the viol . . . , That drink wine in bowls 

[margin, bowls of wine], and anoint themselves with the chief 

ointments: but they are not grieved for the affliction of 

Joseph," Amos 6:1-6. 

 Instead of being grieved at the nation's sins (and one of 

the leading sins is that of adultery and divorce), they 

participate in them, having purely a physical feast, being filled 



with food and drink and the music of this world, but empty of the 

waters of judgment and righteousness.  This has happened to some 

extent already, and tragically is still going on.  The fate of 

those who "keep" a feast in this manner is captivity, Amos 5:27, 

and the events described in the rest of Amos 6.  Read it in the 

paraphrased Living Bible. 

 

Feasts Turned Into Mourning 

 

 Amos 8:4-9 describes those that "swallow up the needy, even 

to make the poor of the land to fail, saying, When will the new 

moon be gone, that we may sell corn? and the Sabbath, that we may 

set forth wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekel great, 

and falsifying the balances by deceit?" God is going to intervene 

mightily because of this. "And I will turn your feasts into 

mourning, and all your songs into lamentation; and I will bring 

up sackcloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every head; and I 

will make it as the mourning of an only son, and the end thereof 

as a bitter day," verse 10.  A famine of God's word is to come, 

verse 11, because God's people did not seek God's word at the 

Feast.  Instead, they wanted it to be over.  They took from the 

needy and spent everything on their own wanton pleasure.  Will 

you store up God's Word, or squander it and later have to face 

famine? 

 Isaiah further explains the connection between corrupted 

observance of God's Festivals and the resultant captivity of His 

people.  God says, through Isaiah, "Woe unto them that call evil 

good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for 

darkness . . .  Which justify the wicked for reward, and take 

away the righteousness of the righteous from him!" Isaiah 5:20, 

23.  "Therefore My people are gone into captivity, because they 

have no knowledge . . . because they have cast away the law of 

the LORD of Hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of 

Israel.  Therefore is the anger of the Lord against His people . 

. . ," verses 13, 24-25. 

 What was one of the major signs of their corruption?  

Verses 11-12, "Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, 

that they may follow strong drink; that continue until night, 

till wine inflame them!  And the harp, and the viol, the tabret, 

and pipe, and wine, are in their feasts: but they regard not the 

work of the LORD, neither consider the operation of His hands."  

Yes they have plenty of wine and song at their "feasts."  There 

is also wickedness, the breaking of God's laws.  If God acted in 

the past because of perversion of His Feasts, will He not again 

punish His own people?  Who are His people today?  The ones who 

have known God's laws. 

 The Book of Lamentations states that God sent Judah into 

captivity,  "for  the  multitude  of  her  transgressions," 

Lamentations 1:5.  God further stated that "Thy prophets have 

seen vain and foolish things . . . and they have not discovered 

thine iniquity, to turn away thy captivity; but have seen for 

thee false burdens and causes of banishment," 2:14.  God is no 



respecter of persons, Deuteronomy 10:17.  As He punished them, 

shall He not punish us also if we do such things? 

 Read these somber warnings for us: "How does the city sit 

solitary, that was full of people!  How is she become as a widow! 

. . . among all her lovers she hath none to comfort her: all her 

friends have dealt treacherously with her, they are become her 

enemies . . . .  The ways of Zion do mourn, because none come to 

the solemn feasts: all her gates are desolate: her priests sigh, 

her virgins are afflicted, and she is in bitterness . . . .  her 

people fell into the hand of the enemy, and none did help her: 

the adversaries saw her, and did mock at her Sabbaths. Jerusalem 

hath grievously sinned; therefore she is removed: all that 

honoured  her  despise  her,  because  they have seen her 

nakedness . . . ," Lamentations 1:1-8.  Yes, because of sins, 

feasts are turned into mourning.  Foreign "lovers" turn into 

enemies. 

 God will be an enemy to "the daughter of Zion" and "the 

daughter of Judah," Lamentations 2:4-5.  He will even destroy His 

places of the assembly, verse 6. "The Lord has caused the solemn 

feasts and Sabbaths to be forgotten in Zion, and hath despised in 

the indignation of His anger the king and the priest."  This 

happened in the past.  Could it happen again?  Have we forgotten 

the true spiritual significance of God's Holy Days, turning them 

into physical feasts?  If we have, God says He will cause our 

feasts to be forgotten, to be turned into mourning. 

 The enemy gained control of the sanctuary, the place where 

God commanded heathen not to enter, 1:10, and 2:7.  They, and not 

God's people who are taken captive, make a noise in the house of 

the Eternal "as in the day of a solemn feast," 2:7.  The Living 

Bible more precisely gives the meaning of verse 7, "The Lord has 

rejected His own altar, for He despised the false worship' of His 

people; He has given their palaces to their enemies, who carouse 

in the Temple as Israel used to do on the days of the holy 

feasts!" 

 Carouse on God's Holy Feasts, and this is the fate awaiting 

you!  "You have called, as in the day of a solemn assembly, my 

terrors on every side, and there was none in the day of the 

Lord's anger that escaped or remained . . . ," Lamentations 2:22, 

Jewish translation.  Instead of rejoicing, God will cause 

mourning on the "feasts" of those who corrupt the observance of 

His Holy Days.  

 Will we take these somber warnings to heart and get back to 

the true, unadulterated observance of God's Feasts? 

 

Nehemiah Shows Proper Feast Observance 

 

 Let's all admit that we have let down in our observance of 

God's Feasts.  How can we get back to "the faith once delivered"?  

There is an example in the Bible of a people that corrupted God's 

Holy Sabbaths and as a result were taken into captivity, Ezekiel 

20:23-24.  Through God's intervention, they were brought back 

into their land, and zealously sought to return to the proper 



observance of God's annual and weekly Sabbaths.  Their renewed 

zeal was short lived, however. After their leaders died, God's 

ways were corrupted again.  Bible history continually records the 

ups and downs of those who received the truth of God. They kept 

it for a time, then departed from it again.  They were again 

taken into captivity, where they repented and began following God 

once more.  This entire process was repeated again and again. 

 We must never wane in our zeal to obey God, abounding more 

and more, being "steadfast, unmovable," I Corinthians 15:58, not 

watering down God's ways.  If we do not let down, we are promised 

protection against tribulation,  Revelation 3:10-11.  If we 

depart, we are certain to be led into captivity, Leviticus 26:33, 

Deuteronomy 28:64. 

 The Book of Nehemiah shows how to get back to proper 

observance of God's Holy Days.  Nehemiah, the Jewish cupbearer to 

King Artaxerxes of Persia, knew why he and his people had been 

taken into captivity.  He fasted and prayed and wept about this 

grievous situation, many days, 1:4.  He prayed to God "day and 

night . . . for the children of Israel thy servants, and confess 

the sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned against 

thee: both I and my father's house have sinned.  We have dealt 

very corruptly against thee, and have not kept the commandments, 

nor the statutes, nor the judgments, which thou commandst thy 

servant Moses," verses 6-7.  Do we feel this way about our 

brethren and ourselves for having corrupted God's ways?  Are we 

willing to make the necessary changes? 

 Many who have turned from God's commandments are in 

spiritual captivity,  II Peter 2:19-21.  They are slaves to 

corrupt doctrines and the ways of death. Unless they repent, they 

soon will go into physical captivity in the latter days, 

Deuteronomy 4:25-30.  Do we feel the same as Nehemiah did about 

this situation, or as Jeremiah did in the Book of Lamentations?  

Nehemiah knew that he too had sinned, he too had compromised and 

watered down God's laws.  He now desired to fear God's name, 

Nehemiah 1:11, asking God to be with him in his efforts to 

rebuild the physical city of Jerusalem. 

 Are we as zealous as Nehemiah was to work towards 

rebuilding God's spiritual work, that has now been torn down by 

those corrupting God's truth?  Jesus Christ defined the "work of 

God" as believing "on Him [Christ] whom He [God the Father] hath 

sent," John 6:29, that is, believing and obeying God's Word. 

Jesus' meat -- His whole purpose in life -- was "to do the will 

of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work," John 4:34.  Is this 

our "meat?" 

 Nehemiah had confidence that God would prosper the work he 

was out to do, despite the persecution and mockery of Sanballat, 

Nehemiah 2:18-20, 4:1-3. Not the "nobles," the high and mighty, 

but the simple, weak and lowly people, supported Nehemiah in the 

work, 3:5.  Those who sincerely wanted to obey God, "the people 

had a mind to work," 4:6, rose to the occasion, not those who 

wanted to allure the lusts of their flesh, II Peter 2:18. 



 Is there a work similar to Nehemiah's work going on today, 

and is there a modern Sanballat?  Nehemiah let nothing dissuade 

him from completing his physical work, 6:1-3, and when the 

rebuilding was done, even his enemies "Perceived that this work 

was wrought of our God," 6:16. 

 In the eighth chapter, Nehemiah and the returned captives 

got back to "the book of the law of Moses," and began anew 

keeping the Holy Days of God.  On the first day of the seventh 

month, the Day of Trumpets, Ezra the priest "brought the law 

before the congregation both of men and women and all that could 

hear with understanding, upon the first day of the seventh month.  

And he read therein . . . from the morning until midday . . . and 

the ears of all the people were attentive unto the book of the 

law," Nehemiah 8:2-3.  From a pulpit of wood, Ezra and many 

Levites "caused the people to understand the law . . . .  So they 

read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the 

sense, and caused the people to understand the reading," 8:7-8. 

 Is this done in the Church of God upon God's Holy Days?  

Has the "book of the law of Moses," Nehemiah 8:1, been read and 

expounded on God's Holy Days as they were in Nehemiah's day? 

 The returned captives hadn't been properly observing God's 

Holy Days, so when they heard the law -- the first five books of 

the Bible -- read unto them, "all the people wept, when they 

heard the words of the law," 8:9.  This is not what God wanted 

and Ezra and the Levites instructed them, "This day is holy unto 

the LORD your God; mourn not, nor weep . . . .  Go your way, eat 

the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for 

whom nothing is prepared . . . .  And all the people went their 

way to eat, and to drink, and to send portions, and to make great 

mirth, because they had understood the words that were declared 

unto them," Nehemiah 8:9-12. 

 They came back the next day, learning about the proper 

observance of the Feast of Tabernacles, "for since the days of 

Jeshua the son of Nun unto that day had not the children of 

Israel done so.  And there was very great gladness," verses 13-

17.  They were restoring something that hadn't been properly done 

since the days of Joshua! 

 Certainly, it pertained to the "dwelling in booths."  Also 

notice what Ezra did in verse 18: "Also, day by day, from the 

first day unto the last day, he read in the book of the law of 

God.  And they kept the feast seven days; and on the eighth day 

was a solemn assembly, according unto the manner." 

 Remember, Nehemiah himself admitted that even he had not 

been keeping "the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the 

judgments" which God gave to Israel through Moses, Nehemiah 1:7.  

Can we likewise admit that we have sinned in not keeping all of 

God's laws, not even knowing what some of them are? 

 Tragically, we as God's people have been "Bible 

illiterates" as far as the understanding of God's laws, which are 

part of the New Covenant to be written in our hearts and minds, 

Hebrews 8:10-12.  It is indeed true that the foundation of God's 

way of life is Jesus Christ -- the Word, Ephesians 2:20.  The 



foundation of that Word is the Law of God, the Ten Commandments, 

upon which every law, statute, judgment, and exposition of the 

Bible is based.  If you were living during the Middle Ages when 

all Bibles were hand copied and fantastically expensive, which 

part would you want most of all to show you how to live?  

Obviously, the Law, the first five books of the Bible, upon which 

everything that follows is based. 

 Jesus gave no new law, but magnified and expanded the 

meaning of the laws of God, to their full spiritual intent, 

Isaiah 42:21.  We are to remember this law, Malachi 4:4. 

 We talk about those that have changed God's laws, rejecting 

the revelation of God, but what about us?  Do we even know all of 

God's laws?  People tend to want a minister to tell them what to 

do and what not to do.  We have a "book of Law" that is all-

inclusive, covering in principle everything that can be sin. 

Because many have not known much about the laws of God, they have 

been easy prey for some so-called "scholars" who say that Jesus 

broke the "Old Testament" laws and that we only keep the Laws in 

our hearts.  Or, they have come to hate a law that is good, but 

which man has corrupted by his tradition.  How well do we know 

that Law? 

 To keep us knowing this law, God has given a statute 

requiring the reading of God's laws at least once every seven 

years.  Have you ever heard about this statute?  Ezra was not 

instituting some new idea of his own, but following a statute God 

gave in the Book of Deuteronomy. 

 At the close of Moses' life, when he turned over the reigns 

of leadership to Joshua, he had completed writing his portion of 

scripture, the Law, and had given it to the Levites and elders, 

Deuteronomy 31:9.  Then, "Moses commanded them, saying, At the 

end of every seven years, in the solemnity of the year of 

release, in the Feast of Tabernacles, when all Israel is come to 

appear before the Lord thy God in the place which He shall 

choose, thou shalt read this law before all Israel in their 

hearing.  Gather the people together, men, and women, and 

children, and thy stranger that is within thy gates, that they 

may hear, and that they may learn, and fear the LORD your God, 

and observe to do all the words of this law," verses 10-12. 

 Yet Israel failed to read God's law and live by it.  As a 

result they turned to other gods and were punished and led into 

captivity, verses 16-18. "In the latter days," God says that His 

people, "will utterly corrupt yourselves, and turn aside from the 

way which I have commanded you," verse 29.  Could it be that we 

could be guilty of doing this because we have forgotten God's 

Laws, Hosea 4:6? 

 Notice that Joshua followed God's command through Moses to 

read and expound God's law.  "And afterward he read all the words 

of the law, the blessings and cursings, according to all that is 

written in the book of the law. There was not a word of all that 

Moses commanded, which Joshua read not before all the 

congregation of Israel, with the women, and the little ones, and 

the strangers that were conversant among them," Joshua 8:34-35. 



 Yet, from the time of Joshua until Nehemiah restored this 

practice, the reading and expounding of God's law was not done!  

We need to do what Nehemiah did, restoring "the faith once 

delivered."  Read Nehemiah chapter 9 for a synopsis of the 

history of Israel.  How they followed God for a time, rebelled 

and were led captive, returned by God's mercy, and did the same 

thing again.  Will we repeat this tragedy, as so many have in the 

past? 

 This year, at the Feast of Tabernacles, we need to renew 

our covenant to follow and obey God, "to walk in God's law, which 

was given by Moses the servant of God, and to observe and do all 

the commandments of the LORD our Lord, and His judgments and His 

statutes," Nehemiah 10:28-29. 

 To implement this, we need to do two things: First, 

separate ourselves from the unconverted, 10:30. The "mixed 

multitude" with whom we formerly mingled, 13:1-3.  Secondly, 

zealously observe God's Sabbath and Holy Days, 10:31, 13:15-22.  

This means to cleanse our ways of the "mixed multitude" of our 

watered down concepts, getting back to the unadulterated ways of 

God.  It means to truly "sanctify," keep holy and reverently, the 

annual and weekly Sabbaths. 

 Have we needlessly bought food or merchandise on the 

Sabbath or Holy Days, Nehemiah 10:31, profaning the Sabbath day, 

which was the cause of Israel's captivity, 13:16-18?  Or do we 

think our own thoughts -- talk about daily business -- instead of 

God's ways on the Sabbath, Isaiah 56:1-2, 58:13-14?  That is the 

message, the warning, of the Book of Nehemiah.  Nehemiah shows 

proper Sabbath and Feast observance.  He shows how to get back to 

the "faith once delivered" regarding the usage of the second 

tithe and proper festival observance. 

 

Is Tithing in Force Today?  

 

 Nehemiah also exhorted the returned captives to not forsake 

the Levite and the house of God, to bring in the tithes that were 

due, Nehemiah 13:10-12. 

 Today, we do not have the Levitical priesthood.  We have 

Jesus Christ, our one High Priest, who works through a called and 

chosen ministry, Ephesians 4:11-13. Christ, the Melchizedek of 

the Old Testament, had the power to take tithes, Hebrews 7:1-10, 

for He made heaven and earth, all the earth is His, Psalm 24:1.  

For a time, He gave the power to take tithes over to the 

Levitical priesthood. In Numbers 18:21, God states, "I have given 

the children of Levi ALL the tenth in Israel for an inheritance, 

for their service which they serve, even the service of the 

tabernacle of the congregation."  Even during the time of the 

Levitical priesthood, the tithes were not automatically theirs.  

They had to faithfully execute their office of service; otherwise 

they would not receive the tithe. 

 Throughout this time, the tithe was still God's.  Leviticus 

27:30, "And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the 

land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD's: it is holy unto 



the LORD."  The tithe is not the Levite's, nor is it the 

Church's.  The tithe has always been God's, to be given only to 

those faithfully continuing the service God has today, the work 

of the ministry, Ephesians 4:12. Christ was given all power in 

Heaven and earth, Matthew 28:18, and He has given power and 

authority to His faithful servants today. 

 It is up to the individual member to make sure that the 

powers of the ministry are used properly, according to God's 

word, or he could find himself supporting a system of corruption 

and oppression. 

 You cannot give something over to someone else that you 

don't have control over. Christ -- Melchizedek -- had the power 

to take tithes; He gave them over to the Levites for a time.  

Hebrews 7 shows that with the end of the Levitical priesthood, 

this power -- this part of the law -- was transferred back to 

Christ. His true ministers have this power today, the power to 

abstain from their occupation and to be supported by the brethren 

in their work of the ministry, I Corinthians 9:4-14.  Paul, 

because of the times he lived in, the antagonism of the people to 

a system that coerced money from its followers, did not use this 

power so as not to offend, verses 18-22.  Other apostles did use 

this power though, verses 4-6. 

 Hebrews 7 is today a forgotten chapter on the subject of 

tithing.  Some say that this chapter says nothing definitive 

about the subject of tithing, but only discusses the superiority 

of the priesthood of Christ (Melchizedek).  Read the first ten 

verses of Hebrews 7, and you will find that the law of tithing 

was in force before Moses, even at the time of Abraham.  

Melchizedek (Christ) has been a priest forever, verses 3, 17.  He 

has always had the power to take tithes. For a time, He gave the 

tithe to the Levites.  Perfection could not come by the physical 

system of sacrifices, the "carnal commandments," verse 16, of 

"meats and drinks, and diverse washings, and carnal ordinances, 

imposed on them until the time of reformation," 9:10.  This "law 

made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did," 

7:19.  So to bring in perfection, Christ (Melchizedek) who has 

always been in charge under God the Father, came in the form of a 

human being.  He led a perfect, sinless life as our example, and 

died in our stead, once and for all, 10:10. 

 The Levitical system and physical sacrifices were a 

schoolmaster to bring people to Christ, Galatians 3:24.  For just 

as David shall never want a man to sit upon the throne of the 

House of Israel, neither shall the Levites want a man to do 

physical sacrifices, Jeremiah 33:17-22.  In the millennium, it 

appears that there will be sacrifices, Ezekiel 44-46. 

 However, for those of us who have accepted Christ, the 

priesthood (and the law of tithing relating to that priesthood) 

has been transferred from Levi to Melchizedek.  We are now under 

the law to Christ, I Corinthians 9:21. Therefore, there is a 

change -- a transfer -- of who is our priest and to whom we pay 

our tithes, to whom we ask to sacrifice for us.  There is a 

change in the priesthood AND the laws that accompanied it.  



Hebrews 7:12, in the King James states: "For the priesthood being 

changed [Greek: metatitheemi], there is made of necessity a 

change [Greek: metathesis] ALSO of the law."  Have God's laws 

been changed or done away with?  By no means!  We need to know 

just what kind of change is meant by this verse. 

 Metatitheemi and metathesis are similar words.  Both are 

used in Hebrews 11:5 to refer to the translation of Enoch.  Enoch 

did not go to heaven, and he was not destroyed or done away with. 

God "took him," Genesis 5:24 to a different place, transferred 

him from one place to another.  Metatitheemi is also used in Acts 

7:16, referring to the bones of Jacob which were carried over 

into Sychem to lay in his final resting place. 

 So, for a time, Christ gave the receipt of the tithes to 

the Levites.  Then, He changed -- transferred -- them back to 

their final resting place, Himself, the Alpha and Omega.  Because 

He is our one High Priest, there is for us a change in the 

priesthood.  Of necessity, there is also a change in the law.  

What law? Hebrews  7:1-10,  concentrates on the law of tithing,  

"a commandment to take tithes of the people according to the 

law," verse 5.  Certainly, the transfer of the law includes the 

law of tithing, or the entire analogy of the first ten verses is 

meaningless. 

 As further verses explain, also the law of carnal 

commandments, physical oblations,  washings, and animal 

sacrifices was transferred to Christ.  These have been changed -- 

translated -- transferred from one form to another.  Our 

sacrifices are spiritual, Romans 12:1-2, I Peter 2:5.  They have 

been brought to the final resting place, as Jacob's bones were.  

Our high priest has "an unchangeable priesthood," Hebrews 7:24, 

which will never be removed, never transferred again. 

 Paul stated, during New Testament times, that the Levites 

have (present tense) a commandment to take tithes, Hebrews 7:5.  

They still do today from them that are under the law.  We are not 

under the law, but under grace, Galatians 5:18, and Romans 6:14.  

Yet we under grace must not sin, Romans 6:15, but obey God's laws 

in the letter and the spirit.  The priesthood has not been done 

away, it has been transferred.  Likewise, the law of tithing has 

not been done away, but a change has been made as to whom we pay 

our tithes.  The tithe has always been God's, Leviticus 27:30.  

Christ has always been a priest, Psalm 110:4.  God's laws are 

spiritual, Romans 7:14.  Woe be to them who are removed 

(metatitheemi) from Him, Galatians 1:6. 

 Hebrews 7 stands as a monument to the unalterable, eternal, 

priesthood of Christ and the laws of God.  Specifically it 

substantiates the continuance of tithing, a law which did not 

begin with the Levitical priesthood, nor ended with them.  

Tithing is a law still in force today, just as sure as the fact 

that Jesus is our High Priest today, Hebrews 4:14. 

 

More Than One Tithe?  

 



 What about the idea that one must only tithe on 

agricultural produce? If the tithing law only relates to an 

agricultural society, then why did Abraham pay tithes on all the 

spoils of war, Hebrews 7:4, and Genesis 14:20? 

 In fact, all increase comes from the land, from wool to 

timber, oil, coal, iron, glass, concrete, everything.  It is the 

tithe of the land that is holy unto God, Leviticus 27:30.  As we 

shall see, there is a festival, or second tithe.  If tithing were 

only on agricultural produce, then fishermen and those in 

commerce such as those of the tribe of Dan that dwelt in ships, 

Judges 5:17, would not have been able to take part in the 

festivals of God.  Neither would they be required to support the 

Levite, widow, and fatherless in the third year, Deuteronomy 

14:28-29.  All Israel was commanded to tithe, Numbers 18:21.  

Even those who did not farm! 

 The Bible definitely shows more than one tithe.  The proof 

of this is simple. Notice again Numbers 18:21.  God gave the 

children of Levi "all [Hebrew: kohl, the entire part of'] the 

tenth in Israel for an inheritance . . . ." 

 In Deuteronomy 14:22-23, the individual Israelite was to 

"truly tithe all [same word kohl] the increase of thy seed, that 

the field brings forth year by year.  And thou shalt eat before 

the LORD thy God, in the place which He shall choose to place His 

name there, the tithe of thy corn, . . . that thou mayest learn 

to fear the Eternal thy God always." 

 Every year all of this tithe was to be used during the 

festivals of God, not given to the Levite.  This has to be an 

"additional tithe" besides the tithe given to those doing the 

service of God. 

 Deuteronomy 14:28-29 says, "At the end of three years thou 

shalt bring forth all [kohl] the tithe of thine increase the same 

year, . . . [and this tithe is given to] the Levite, . . . and 

the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow which are within 

thy gates [which] shall come and shall eat and be satisfied; that 

the LORD thy God may bless thee in all the work of thine hand 

which thou doest."  Here again, all of a "second additional 

tithe" is given for a different purpose.  One could not give all 

of the same tithe to the Levite, eat all of it during the 

festivals, and every third year give all of the same tithe to the 

poor. There must then be three distinct tithes. 

 The Septuagint translation of Deuteronomy 26:12, in 

speaking of the tithe given to the poor, states, "When you have 

completed tithing all [kohl] the tithes of your increase the 

third year, you shall bring the second additional tithe to the 

Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, that they 

may eat in your gates, and be merry." 

 The famous Jewish historian Josephus confirms the fact that 

the Bible speaks of three tithes.  In his Antiquities of the 

Jews, Book IV, Chapter VIII, Section 22, he states, "Besides the 

two tithes, which I have already said you are to pay every year, 

the one for the Levites, the other for the festivals, you are to 

bring every third year a third tithe to be distributed to those 



that want, to women also that are widows, and to children that 

are orphans." 

 The Bible and secular writers confirm the fact that there 

is more than one tithe. The second tithe is the means of enabling 

us to keep the Holy Days.  If there is no second tithe, the 

festivals are not to be kept.  Far from being tied to only an 

agricultural system or a Levitical priesthood, tithing, and 

especially the second tithe, transcends a narrow section of the 

history of mankind.  From the creation, God made the sun and the 

moon for signs and seasons (Hebrew moed, word used for God's Holy 

Days), Genesis 1:14.  In the new Heavens and new Earth, these 

same seasons, based on twelve months (or moons) a year will be 

extant, Revelation 22:2, with the same constant reminders of the 

plan of God, the annual Holy Days. 

 

How Second Tithe Is To Be Used 

 

 Suppose that in your third year you decided to give all 

three tithes for the same purpose; that of frolicking in a 

gluttonous Feast of Tabernacles.  Would you be keeping the laws 

of tithing?  Decidedly not!  You would be stealing from the widow 

and stealing from those doing the service of God. 

 Deuteronomy 12:5-8 shows that at the place that God chooses 

-- during the Festival times -- the tithes and offerings were to 

be brought and "there ye shall eat before the LORD your God, and 

ye shall rejoice in all that ye put your hand unto, ye and your 

households, wherein the LORD thy God hath blessed thee."  May we 

do anything we please with this second tithe, give it for any 

purpose other than rejoicing at the Feast?  NO!  Verse 8, "Ye 

shall not do after all the things that we do here this day, every 

man whatsoever is right in his own eyes."  Far from using the 

second tithe for another purpose (or any other of God's tithes 

for a purpose other than for which they are ordained), we are 

instructed to not pervert their proper use, after what seems 

right in our eyes. 

 Deuteronomy 14:22-27 again defines the purpose and use of 

the second tithe. Verse 26 is the often-misunderstood key, "And 

thou shalt bestow that money for whatsoever thy soul lusteth 

after [Hebrew: desires'], for oxen, or for sheep, or for wine, or 

for strong drink, or for whatsoever thy soul desireth: and thou 

shalt eat there before the LORD thy God, and thou shalt rejoice, 

thou, and thine household," (verse 27, and the Levite).  Whatever 

is rightly desired must be consumed, and used primarily for the 

Festivals of God, used "there," at the place He chooses, not 

within your gates, Deuteronomy 12:18, not for the service of the 

Levites, but so that you, your household, and the Levite may 

rejoice in the Feast.  There is no other proper use of the second 

tithe. Any other than the Bible instruction is stealing! 

 The true God is exact, precise.  He allows no human 

reasoning around His laws. He states, "Ye shall not add unto the 

word which I command you, neither shall you diminish aught from 



it, that ye may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which 

I command you," Deuteronomy 4:2. 

 

Your Responsibility in Using 

God's Money 

 

 Many have erroneously come to believe that the second tithe 

is theirs, to do with as they please.  Nothing could be farther 

from the truth! 

 God owns everything that exists, for all the earth is His, 

Exodus 19:5.  The Christian cannot do what he wants, even with 

his own body, having been bought with the awesome price of the 

sacrifice of Jesus Christ, I Corinthians 6:19-20. You are either 

a slave (servant) of the Devil and sin, OR, a slave of God and 

righteousness, Romans 6:16-22.  It's just that simple.  To fail 

to save -- and use properly -- the second tithe is to rob God 

(notice Malachi 3:8 uses the word tithes, more than one).  The 

results of stealing God's tithes are curses, misery and 

unhappiness, Malachi 3:9. 

 NEVER use the phrase, "my second tithe."  For that matter, 

never think of any physical possessions as yours by right of your 

own efforts.  We would receive nothing if it weren't for God.  

The Hebrew language, a Jewish friend tells us, has no phraseology 

for "my land" or "my money," etc.  Instead, the literal words 

used are "it is given to me."  Yes, a second tithe has been given 

to you, as has everything you own.  Just as the first tithe is 

God's, so is the second, the third, your offerings, your 

possessions, and YOU! 

 Are you properly using God's second tithe?  Are you 

properly using all the physical things you have been given, 

including your body? 

 God holds you accountable for how you use the second tithe.  

The amount may be small, but remember, that, "He that is faithful 

in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is 

unjust in the least is unjust also in much. If therefore you have 

not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon [riches], who will 

commit to your trust the true riches?" Luke 16:10-11. 

 Part of the purpose for saving the second tithe is to test 

you.  Will you "borrow" (steal) from it?  Will you waste it or 

use it improperly?  God wants to know. In determining how to 

properly spend God's second tithe, continually ask yourself the 

question, "How would God spend it?" 

 

Second Tithe To Be Used 

For Seven Basic Needs 

 

 As noted earlier, Deuteronomy 14:26 shows us to use the 

second tithe for what we "rightly desire," rather than what our 

soul "lusts after." 

 God designed the second tithe to give His people seven 

commanded assemblies -- Holy Days -- in which they act out His 



plan, rejoice and worship before Him, and learn to fear Him 

always, for all eternity! 

 The second tithe is used in keeping God's annual Sabbaths, 

and Feast Days, especially the Feast of Tabernacles, and the Last 

Great Day, the culmination of God's Holy Day Season. 

 You need seven things to properly keep the Feast.  Proper 

stewardship of the second tithe should amply provide these seven 

needs, for all!  Remember, it's God's money, but you are 

responsible for using it! 

 

(1)  The Place God Chooses 

 

 Can you truly keep the Feasts without worship, holy 

convocation, instruction, study, prayer, singing, fellowship, 

living the World Tomorrow?  Impossible! Travel, food, lodging, 

recreation, are accessories to the Feast.  Learning to fear God 

always, is a result of the spiritual aspects of the Feast.  This 

is keeping the Feast. 

 So, first of all, to keep the Feast, there is the need of a 

place to keep it, a place for God's people to assemble in holy 

convocation. 

 It is "in the place which He shall choose to place His name 

there," Deuteronomy 14:23, 12:5, that we are to partake of the 

second tithe.  As we know, God chose Shiloh, and later, 

Jerusalem, as this place.  Jesus told the woman of Samaria of the 

time then soon coming, when God would reject Jerusalem, and His 

people would continue to worship Him elsewhere, John 4:21.  Paul 

kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread during one year at Philippi. 

New Testament Christians continued to keep the Holy Days at 

places God chose to raise up His people.  We know that God will 

again choose Jerusalem as the headquarters of His true religion, 

Zechariah 2:12, at the Messiah's return. 

 Does God continue to choose places to place His name today?  

He does if He continues to call and choose people to give His 

Spirit and live His ways.  Where His people are, and His 

ministers are gathered, God is in their midst, Matthew 18:20. 

 Certainly, the providing of the place of assembly for the 

Feasts is a proper function and usage of the second tithe.  In 

the past, a "tithe of the second tithe," or "tithe of the tithe" 

has been asked for this purpose.  This is not a wrong practice, 

being based on scriptural principles.  In Nehemiah's day, the 

returned captives "made ordinances for us, to charge ourselves 

yearly with the third part of a shekel for the service of the 

house of our God," Nehemiah 10:32.  We likewise, have an 

obligation to provide for "the place God chooses."  Those that 

are receiving second tithe assistance would not be able to 

perform this, but those with excess should take it upon 

themselves to remember these basic needs.  Look to the needs of 

others, not just that of yourselves.  This is the key. 

 

(2) The Levite, Widow, Stranger, 

and Fatherless 



 

 A second need -- necessary to keep the Feasts, especially 

Tabernacles -- is someone to teach us -- God's ministers, 

representatives sent out by our High Priest, Melchizedek.  We 

need God's ministers to instruct us! 

 The ministry, supported by the first tithe, does not 

normally save a second tithe, Deuteronomy 14:27.  A vital part of 

your second tithe responsibility is to provide for them. 

 God commands us to rejoice at the Feasts, but not to 

rejoice alone.  "Thou shalt observe the feast of Tabernacles 

seven days . . . and thou shalt rejoice in thy feast, thou and 

thy son, and thy daughter, and thy manservant, and thy 

maidservant, and the Levite, the stranger, and the fatherless, 

and the widow that are within thy gates," Deuteronomy 16:13-14. 

 Not only the ministry, but other needy ones are to rejoice 

with us.  They are to be provided for by our excess second tithe.  

This is a major responsibility for you and your second tithe.  

Especially don't forget "the stranger."  These are newcomers who 

often have to travel many hundreds of miles farther to the feast 

than you do.  God's Word continually warns us not to forget the 

widows and poor.  A severe punishment is pronounced upon those 

who do, Matthew 23:14. Deuteronomy 10:17-19 states, "For the LORD 

your God is God of gods . . . which regardeth not persons, nor 

taketh reward.  He doeth execute the judgment of the fatherless 

and widow, and loveth the stranger, in giving him food and 

raiment. Love ye therefore the stranger: for ye were strangers in 

the land of Egypt." 

 Try to plan for an excess second tithe, for those in need 

of festival assistance. You can personally help those that you 

know are in need, or ask your minister to do it anonymously for 

you.  

 The second tithe is to be saved "year by year," Deuteronomy 

14:22.  Unless you are unable to attend the Feast every year, you 

should not normally save one year's second tithe for the next.  

This means that if you have an excess, you should not waste it, 

but make sure provisions are made for those who need assistance.  

Pure religion is to provide for those in real need, not to lavish 

all "your" riches on yourself. 

 

(3) Traveling to the Place 

God Chooses 

 

 Leaving your home and traveling to and from the Festival 

site is a very important and enjoyable part of "God's vacation 

plan" for you!  In Old Testament times, the Feast of Tabernacles, 

with the Feasts of Unleavened Bread and Pentecost, were called 

"pilgrimage feasts" because of the travel to the place that God 

had chosen.  King David wrote Psalm 120 through 134 as "songs of 

degrees" or "songs of ascent," to be sung by pilgrims on the way 

up to Jerusalem to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. 

 One of the lessons we are to learn in keeping the Feast is 

the fact of our transitory, temporal, life on this earth.  We 



look toward a permanent, stable, eterna,l life void of confusion 

and turmoil.  We must learn the lesson Abraham had to learn, 

"dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob," looking "for a 

city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God," 

living by faith and having confessed that we are "strangers and 

pilgrims on the earth," Hebrews 11:9-10, 13. 

 Israel was an agrarian nation, generally saving its second 

tithe in the form of produce.  If the way was too far to the 

festival site to carry the tithe of their produce, they were told 

to turn it into money, and "go unto the place which the LORD thy 

God shall choose," Deuteronomy 14:24-25.  This certainly does 

show the interchangeability of tithes from produce, or whatever 

the form of increase, into money.  It shows that tithing is not 

limited to an agrarian people. Further, unless you simply don't 

have enough, you can't use the excuse that "the way is too far" 

for not attending the Feast. 

 Naturally, since travel is necessary to keep the Feast, 

necessary travel expenses should be provided for by the second 

tithe. 

 If possible, travel through scenic attractions where you 

can appreciate God and the beauty of His creation with your 

family.  This is certainly a part of the Feast. Here, as in every 

other area of second tithe expenditures, balance is the key to 

proper usage. 

 The second tithe is to provide you with expenses necessary 

to attend the Feast, NOT to visit Aunt Jenny, or take a lengthy 

side trip far out of your way! Certainly, any trip that costs too 

much money so that you cannot fully enjoy and rejoice during the 

entire Festival is robbing yourself. 

 If you travel by car, the gasoline and operating expenses 

may be provided for by the second tithe.  An essential 

preparation before the Feast is to have the car serviced and in 

good running order. 

 What about auto repairs?  Does second tithe provide for 

them?  Necessary costs in order to attend God's commanded feasts 

may be partially provided for by the second tithe.  All the 

yearly repair needs of your car are not in the realm of second 

tithe, of course.  If repairs are necessary, here is a way is to 

prorate the expenses: 

 

Festival Miles =  Amount Financed  

Total Annual Mileage      by Second Tithe 

 

 Remember, the most important thing is that you need to 

attend God's commanded Festivals, Exodus 12:17, Deuteronomy 

16:16.  Travel expense should not ordinarily require a great 

amount of your total second tithe, unless you must travel great 

distances. 

 Traveling light or have extra room?  Why not travel with 

another party and share expenses?  Why not take along a widow, 

orphan, or newcomer to help them enjoy the Feast also? 



 God promises protection upon you in traveling to and from 

the Feast, as well as upon your possessions you leave behind, 

Exodus 34:23-24.  Do your part, and God will do His.  Traveling 

to and from the Feast is another test of how you will spend God's 

second tithe.  Make your travel enhance, and not detract from, 

the proper keeping of God's holy time. 

 

(4) Providing for Your Soul 

 

 "And thou shalt bestow that money for whatsoever thy soul 

lusteth after [rightly, earnestly, desires], for oxen, or for 

sheep, or for wine, or for strong drink, or for whatsoever thy 

soul desireth: and thou shalt eat there before the Lord thy God, 

and thou shalt rejoice, thou, and thine household," Deuteronomy 

14:26. 

 These are the only specific items mentioned as far as 

second tithe expense.  We are commanded to eat and rejoice.  God 

wants us to have a real Feast, Isaiah 25:6.  Few realize why they 

eat and rejoice, or that eating and drinking, in the proper 

manner, is a religious act. 

 Jesus Christ was falsely accused of being a glutton and a 

winebibber, but He did joyfully eat and drink, Luke 7:34.  One of 

the first things Christ will do upon His return is to hold a 

"great marriage feast" for the resurrected saints married to Him, 

Revelation 19:9.  We eat and drink at the Feast to enable us to 

rejoice and praise God as the source of our blessings now and 

hereafter. 

 A sizzling steak, baked potato loaded with butter or sour 

cream, crisp salad, and fine wine with scintillating 

conversation, laughter and joyful company: this type of rejoicing 

fulfills what God wants for us.  He wants us to experience the 

happiness and plenty of His kingdom. 

 Feast time is not a time to eat common everyday food, but 

the best you can afford, in moderation.  With nearly a tenth of 

one's yearly income to spend, most of God's people should be 

anything but hungry during the Feast.  The key to proper usage of 

God's second tithe with respect to food and drink is quality 

before quantity.  Drunkenness and revelling is not the fruit of 

God's Spirit, Galatians 5:21. 

 A considerable amount of your time at the Feast is spent 

sitting.  So to load up with three heavy meals a day is to invite 

becoming overweight or even sickness. One heavier meal and 

another one or two lighter meals is sufficient for most.  Eat and 

drink the fine things, but remember: "Better is little with the 

fear of the LORD than great treasure and trouble therewith," 

Proverbs 15:16. 

 With regard to alcohol, remember not to go beyond pleasure 

to drunkenness. Would Jesus Christ consume cases of strong liquor 

at the Feast, so as to dull His mind and become incapable of 

profiting by instruction in God's law?  One of the most important 

things to remember is NOT TO DRINK AND DRIVE.  We have heard so 

much lately about the horrible accidents that are taking the 



lives of innocent people.  This is a result of people drinking 

and then driving even though they may not be drunk. 

 Picnics, especially in some of the parks and recreational 

areas near the Festival sites, are an enjoyable Festival activity 

for the entire family. 

 Some wives may relish the thought of not having to cook.  

Others may desire kitchen facilities in your Festival 

accommodations.  Several unique homecooked meals (ever try roast 

duck, or baked Alaska?) can make your Feast much more enjoyable. 

 

(5) Your Tabernacle 

 

 The Feast of Tabernacles (Hebrew: sukkoth, booths, 

cottages, coverts, pavillions, tabernacles or tents, temporary 

dwellings) involves living in temporary quarters, picturing the 

temporary state of things in this present age preceeding the new 

heavens and new earth, Hebrews 11:9-10. 

 God's second tithe provides for your Festival 

accommodations.  After you've paid for the cost of your 

accommodations, your responsibility has not ended.  Will you 

leave your place in as good or better condition than when you 

arrived? 

 The biggest test of proper use of second tithe in paying 

for your lodging is one of attitude.  Not all the quarters in any 

one area are always of the highest quality or in the best 

location.  If your unit doesn't live up to your desires, stop and 

think: "do I want my way, or do I want God's way?"  Don't murmur 

and complain the way Israel did when they lived in tabernacles.  

Of course, if the place is totally unsuitable, you can do 

something about it in the right spirit.  In the past, people have 

been in places that have had to be completely cleaned before they 

could even stay in them.  In that case, if there are other 

lodgings you can find, it is proper to switch to better 

accommodations. 

 Where is the spirit of adventure?  In Nehemiah's day, the 

making of tabernacles was pursued with zeal and vigor, Nehemiah 

8:14-17, Leviticus 23:39-40. Accept any temporary discomfort 

cheerfully, as a challenge.  If you are truly adventurous, why 

not camp or rent a trailer if the weather is suitable?  You gain 

more of the pioneering spirit by "roughing it" at the Feast. 

 "Ye shall dwell in booths seven days; all that are 

Israelites born shall dwell in booths: That your generations may 

know that I made the children of Israel to dwell in booths, when 

I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God," 

Leviticus 23:42-43. 

 Some who once knew and observed God's Feasts have now 

rejected them. God replies, "And I that am the Lord thy God from 

the land of Egypt will yet make thee to dwell in tabernacles, as 

in the days of the solemn feast," Hosea 12:9. Let's obey God now, 

and reap the magnificent blessings, instead of being forced later 

to do what we know we should do! 

 



(6) Recreation and Rejoicing in the Great Outdoors 

 

 Recreation (to create anew) is another of your Festival 

needs met by the second tithe.  Recreation should be arranged so 

as to maximize both the spiritual and physical parts of the 

Feast.  God's people should be given time to truly live the 

marvellous conditions of the World Tomorrow, Zechariah 8:3-6.  

Will you invest this valuable time, or squander it? 

 Recreational activity is a definite part of any Feast.  

Depending on one's age and interests, this may range from 

horseback riding, sightseeing, picnicking, airplane rides, go-

carting, dancing, canoeing, and many other activities. 

 Feast time is family time, depicting our lives in the 

family of God.  Certainly, families should do things together 

during the Feast.  Plan ahead, before you leave for the Feast, 

some special family recreational activities.  The days of the 

Feast slip by so fast.  Don't lose them!  Don't forget the 

"Levite, stranger, fatherless, and widow" in your recreation. 

 You should by all means (unless prevented by illness) not 

miss any of the services.  There should still be plenty of time 

for recreation and relaxation.  You should not "burn the midnight 

oil" staying up late every night and getting little sleep so you 

can't grasp the next day's sermon message. 

 One of the more serious problems that has been noticed at 

some large Feast sites is that of burdening some with too much 

service.  Many of the widows, especially, have been given too 

many responsibilities so that they have had no time for 

themselves or others. Many times they weren't even at services 

because they were on duty somewhere. This has also been true of 

many family men.  They have been so busy serving the multitude 

that they have had no time for their families. Consequently, the 

family is unhappy, the father is unhappy and miserable, and they 

return home with a feeling of discouragement.  The ministers 

should be very aware of this and allocate duties to more, and 

give less to those who always seem to be the "servants."  Every 

one of us should be willing to spend a certain amount of time 

serving others so that everyone has a marvelous time.  It is very 

hard to enjoy yourself when you are rushing here and there, 

making sure everything is done, and still be able to attend 

services. 

 Are you beginning to see that you cannot "do as you please" 

with God's second tithe?  That there is more responsibility upon 

you in spending the second tithe than you thought? 

 "Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart 

cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of 

thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that 

for all these things God will bring thee into judgment," 

Ecclesiastes 11:9.  Yes, rejoice in the Feast, but rejoice with 

purpose, as God would have you. 

 

(7) Learning to Fear God Always 

 



 The above Festival needs provided by God's second tithe are 

all physical.  Yet all are vital in fulfilling the spiritual 

purpose of the Feast itself. 

 We are commanded to "eat before the Lord thy God, in the 

place which He shall choose to place His name there, the tithe . 

. . ,"  Deuteronomy 14:23.  Why? " . . . that thou mayest learn 

to fear the Lord thy God always."  Not just during the Feast, but 

for all eternity. 

 Your biggest need is God's Spirit!  Without it, you will 

die, never becoming a member of the God Family, the purpose for 

which you were born. God gives His Spirit to those that are 

willing to obey Him, Acts 5:32.  We obey Him by His Spirit living 

in us, Philippians 4:13, John 15:5. 

 The Feast of Tabernacles is a success, not only because of 

the place, the providing for the Levite, widow, fatherless and 

stranger, the travel, food, lodging, and recreation, but mainly 

because of God's Spirit, Zechariah 4:6.  Without God's Spirit, 

God's inspiration in the prayer, study, fellowship, singing, and 

sermons at the Feast, there would be no purpose in the second 

tithe, no purpose in having a Feast. 

 If you used your second tithe wisely on all six items 

previously mentioned, you may still not be keeping the Feast!  

Unless you are earnestly striving to "learn to fear God always" 

you need not bother with the Feasts, or the Bible for that 

matter.  If you desire to do what God wants, follow these 

guidelines. 

 Learn to give a Feast to others.  Earnestly strive to get 

back to the faith once delivered in all things. In doctrine as 

well as in Christian living.  Don't hear what you want to hear, 

read what you want to read!  Apply the Bible and this article to 

yourself.  Listen and heed the inspired sermons.  Read God's 

Word, especially His Law, and ask for God's help in writing His 

laws in your mind.  Learn to fear the Almighty God always! 

 What kind of Feast will you have?  That of Deuteronomy 

16:13-15, or that of Lamentations 1:4? 

 Use GOD'S Second Tithe as He would have you.  Learn to fear 

Him always, every day of your life and for all eternity.ê 

 

 

Holy Day Words 

 

One of the great topics of the Bible is the Biblical Holy Days.  

In this study, we concentrate on the Hebrew and Greek words used 

in relation to the Holy Days.  This helps us to understand more 

of the meaning and purpose of the different Holy Days and of 

God's Plan for His people.  Using the Englishman's Hebrew and 

Chaldee Concordance, we can see all usages of a particular Hebrew 

word in Scripture, and thereby let the Bible interpret the Bible.  

We will study the following words:  moed, chag, paam, rehgel, 

atsereth, zikarown, aciph, qatsiyr, mikra kodesh, melakah abodah, 

hodesh, teruwah, shofar, succoth, and chuqqah.  These Hebrew 



words may sound strange to our ears, but they contain much 

meaning and lessons for us all. 

 

Moed, Set Time, Festival 

 

 Moed, "festival time," Strong's #4150, means "set festival 

time, divine appointment, a fixed, set time or season, festival, 

an assembly convened for a definite purpose, appointed time or 

place of solemn assembly, set or solemn feast." 

 

Genesis 1:14The sun and moon are for signs and for seasons. 

Genesis 17:21Sarah would bear Isaac at the set time next year 

(see also 21:2). 

Exodus 13:10Feast of Unleavened Bread to be kept in his season 

from year to year. 

Exodus 23:15Thou shalt keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread in the 

time appointed in the month Abib.  Also 34:18. 

Leviticus 1:1, etc.Many times in Leviticus, Numbers and 

elsewhere, moed is translated, "tabernacle of the congregation."  

This shows us that the congregation of Israel is the same as the 

set time of Israel.   Israel, God's congregation (moed), meets at 

specific set times. 

Leviticus 23:2, 4, Feasts of the LORD, include Sabbaths and 

Holy Days. 

 37, 44 

Numbers 9:2, 3, 7, 13Keep the Passover at its appointed season. 

Numbers 10:10Blow trumpets over offerings in days of gladness, 

solemn days, and beginning of months. 

Numbers 15:3Make a sacrificial offering in your solemn feasts. 

Numbers 28:2Sacrifices in due seasons, including Sabbath, New 

Moons, Holy Days. 

Numbers 29:39Make offerings in your set feasts. 

Deuteronomy 16:6Passover season is when Israel came out of Egypt. 

Deuteronomy 31:10Year of Release is a solemnity. 

I Chronicles 23:31Sabbaths, New Moons, set feasts. 

II Chronicles 2:4Sabbaths, New Moons, solemn feasts.  See also 

31:3. 

II Chronicles 8:13On the sabbaths, new moons, solemn feasts. 

II Chronicles 30:22Hezekiah and people ate throughout the feast 

[of Unleavened Bread] seven days. 

Ezra 3:5Offerings of the New Moons and all the set feasts of the 

Lord. 

Nehemiah 10:33Sabbaths, New Moons, set feasts. 

Psalms 102:13The set time is come to favor Zion. 

Psalms 104:19He appointed the moon for seasons, and the sun . . . 

. 

Isaiah 1:14Your New Moons and your appointed feasts I hate. 

Isaiah 33:20Zion is the city of our solemnities. 

Jeremiah 8:7Storks know their appointed times (to migrate), but 

God's people don't know His judgment. 

Lamentations 1:4None come to the solemn feasts. 



Lam. 2:6-7, 22 LORD has caused the solemn feasts to be 

forgotten. 

Ezekiel 36:38Flock of Jerusalem in her solemn feasts. 

Ezekiel 44:24God's laws will be taught at His assemblies. 

Ezekiel 45:17Feasts, New Moons, Sabbaths are solemnities of 

Israel. 

Ezekiel 46:9,11Solemn feasts, solemnities. 

Daniel 8:19Day of the LORD is an appointed (prophetic) time. 

Daniel 11:27, 29, 35Same as above. 

Daniel 12:7A time and times (moed and moedim). 

Hosea 2:11He will cause the mirth of her solemn feasts to cease. 

Hosea 9:5What will you do in the solemn day (when you are in 

captivity)? 

Hosea 12:9God will make Israel live in tabernacles, as in the 

days of the solemn feast. 

Habakkuk 2:3The vision is for an appointed time. 

Zephaniah 3:18God will gather them that are sorrowful for the 

solemn assembly, (those that sorrow for the wrong way the feasts 

are kept). 

Zechariah 8:19Fast days shall become feasts. 

 

Chag, Feast 

 

 Chag (pronounced khawg) "feast," Strong's #2282,  means 

"feast, festival, solemn feast day, sacrifice, solemnity," and 

comes from #2287, chagag "to keep a feast, to move in a circle, 

march in a sacred procession, observe a festival, celebrate, 

dance, keep a solemn feast." 

 

Exodus 5:1Let My people go, that they may hold a feast in the 

wilderness. 

Exodus 10:9Moses told Pharaoh:  we must hold a feast unto the 

Lord. 

Exodus 12:14This day (Passover) shall be a memorial; you shall 

keep it as a feast to the Lord throughout your generations. 

Exodus 13:6In the seventh day (Nisan 21) shall be a feast to the 

Lord. 

Exodus 23:14-16Three times in the year shall you keep a feast 

unto God: the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Harvest 

(Pentecost), and the Feast of Ingathering (Tabernacles). 

Exodus 32:5Aaron proclaimed:  tomorrow is a feast unto the Lord, 

(yet this was the false worship of the golden calf). 

Exodus 34:18The Feast of Unleavened Bread shall you keep, seven 

days you shall eat unleavened bread. 

Exodus 34:22Observe the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost), of the 

firstfruits of wheat harvest. 

Exodus 34:22The Feast of Ingathering (Tabernacles) at year's end. 

Exodus 34:25The sacrifice of the Feast of Passover shall not be 

left unto the morning. 

Leviticus 23:6On the fifteenth day of the first month is the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread, for seven days you must eat unleavened 

bread. 



Leviticus 23:34, 39,Fifteenth day of the seventh month is the 

Feast of Tabernacles 

  41   for seven days unto the Lord. 

Numbers 28:17Feast of Unleavened Bread for seven days. 

Numbers 29:12Feast of Tabernacles for seven days. 

Deuteronomy 16:10Keep the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) with a 

freewill offering, according as the Lord has blessed you. 

Deut. 16:13-14Observe the Feast of Tabernacles, after you have 

gathered in your corn and wine.  Rejoice in your feast with your 

family and servants, the Levite and the poor. 

Deuteronomy 16:16Appear before the Lord in the place He chooses 

three times a year: in the Feast of Unleavened Bread, Feast of 

Weeks (Pentecost), and Feast of Tabernacles. 

Deuteronomy 31:10At the Feast of Tabernacles, read God's Law in 

seventh year. 

Judges 21:19There was a yearly feast of the Lord in Shiloh 

(probably Tabernacles). 

I Kings 8:2, 65Israel assembled unto Solomon in the feast of the 

seventh month (Tabernacles).  They stayed fourteen days in all. 

I Kings 12:32-33Jeroboam ordained a (false) feast on the 

fifteenth day of the eighth month, like the feast (of 

Tabernacles) in Judah. 

II Chronicles 5:3Solomon's Feast of Tabernacles. 

II Chronicles 7:8-9Solomon's Feast of Tabernacles at the Temple 

dedication. 

II Chronicles 8:13Feasts of Unleavened Bread, Weeks, Tabernacles. 

II Chronicles 30:13, Hezekiah's Feast of Unleavened Bread in the 

second 

 21, 35:17month; Josiah's Feast of Unleavened Bread. 

Ezra 3:4They kept the Feast of Tabernacles, as it is written. 

Ezra 6:22They kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days with 

joy. 

Nehemiah 8:14, 18Dwell in booths in the Feast of the seventh 

month; they kept the Feast (of Tabernacles) seven days. 

Psalms 42:4I had gone with the multitude to the house of God, 

with joy and praise with a multitude that kept holyday. 

Psalms 81:3Blow the trumpet on the new moon, in the time 

appointed, on our solemn feast day.  (Literal translation:  Blow 

in the new moon the trumpet, at the full moon on day our feast.) 

Isaiah 30:29Ye shall have a song, as in the night when a holy 

solemnity is kept. 

Ezekiel 45:17In the Feasts, the New Moons, and the Sabbaths. 

Ezekiel 45:21, 23The passover, a feast of seven days, unleavened 

bread shall be eaten. . . . seven days of the feast. 

Ezekiel 45:25(Feast of Tabernacles) a seven day feast. 

Ezekiel 46:11And in the feasts the offering shall be . . . . 

Hosea 2:11I will cause all her mirth to cease, her feast days, 

her new moons, and her sabbaths, and all her solemn feasts. 

Hosea 9:5(In captivity), what will you do in the solemn day, and 

in the day of the feast of the Lord? 

Amos 5:21I hate, I despise, your feast days. 

Amos 8:10I will turn your feasts into mourning. 



Nahum 1:15O Judah, keep thy solemn feasts. 

Zechariah 14:16-19All nations shall worship in Jerusalem, keeping 

the Feast of Tabernacles.  Those that come not to keep the Feast 

of Tabernacles shall have no rain. 

Malachi 2:3The dung of your solemn feasts, one shall take you 

away (to captivity). 

 

 Chagag hag, meaning, "to feast a feast," is often 

translated "you shall keep a feast," and is used in:  Exodus 

12:14 (Passover), Exodus 23:14 (Three Pilgrimage Feasts), 

Leviticus 23:39, 41 (Tabernacles), Numbers 29:12 (Tabernacles), 

Nahum 1:15, Zechariah 14:16-19 (Tabernacles). 

 The purpose of the Exodus was to keep a Feast unto the 

Eternal, the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  There are three Feasts 

during the year:  Feast of Unleavened Bread, Feast of Weeks 

(Harvest), and Feast of Tabernacles.  There is no recorded usage 

of hag or hagag referring to the Day of Trumpets or the Day of 

Atonement.  Trumpets and Atonement are Holy Days, but not Feasts. 

 

Paam, Footstep, Time; 

Rehgel, Pilgrimage Time 

 

 Paam, "time," Strong's #6471, means "a stroke, footstep, 

time." 

 

Exodus 23:17Three times in the year. 

Exodus 34:23-24Thrice (lit. three times) in the year. 

Deuteronomy 16:16Three times in the year. 

 

 Rehgel, "pilgrimage time," Strong's #7272, means "a foot 

(as used in walking), a step, journey, time," and is derived from 

#7270 ragal, "to walk along."  Scores of times rehgel is 

translated "foot" or "feet." 

 

Exodus 23:14Three times a year keep a Feast: Unleavened Bread, 

Harvest (Weeks), Ingathering (Tabernacles). 

 

Atsereth, Solemn Assembly, Day of Restraint 

 

 Atsereth, "solemn assembly," Strong's #6116, means "a 

solemn festival assembly meeting, day of restraint," and comes 

from #6113 atsar, "to hold back." 

 

Leviticus 23:36Last Great Day is a solemn assembly, (margin: day 

of restraint). 

Numbers 29:35Last Great Day, a solemn assembly. 

Deuteronomy 16:8Nisan 21, last Holy Day of Feast of Unleavened 

Bread, is a solemn assembly. 

II Kings 10:20Solemn assembly for Baal. 

II Chronicles 7:9Last Great Day, a solemn assembly. 

Nehemiah 8:18Last Great Day, a solemn assembly. 

Isaiah 1:13Solemn meeting of Israel was an iniquity to God. 



Joel 1:14, 2:15Proclaim a solemn assembly with a fast. 

Amos 5:21I will not smell in your solemn assemblies. 

Zikarown, Memorial, Remembrance 

 

 Zikarown, "memorial," Strong's #2146, means "memorial, 

record, remembrance," and comes from #2142 zakar, "remember." 

 

Exodus 12:14Passover is a memorial. 

Exodus 13:9Passover is a memorial between your eyes, that the 

LORD'S law may be in your mouth. 

Exodus 17:14A memorial in a book is written of a great battle 

victory over the Amalekites. 

Leviticus 23:24Day of Trumpets is a memorial of blowing of 

trumpets. 

Numbers 10:10Trumpets blown over offerings, were a memorial 

before God. 

Joshua 4:7Twelve stones carried from the middle of Jordan were a 

memorial unto the children of Israel forever, that the Eternal 

parted the waters of the Jordan. 

Esther 6:1King Ahasuerus read in the book of records about 

Mordecai's saving his life. 

Ecclesiastes 1:11Human beings don't remember the past like they 

should:  there is no rememberance of former things. 

Ecclesiastes 2:16The wise is not remembered any more than the 

fool. 

Malachi 3:16They that feared the Lord spake often one to another, 

and the Lord heard it, and a book of remembrance was written 

before Him for them that feared the Lord and thought upon His 

name. 

 

Aciph, Ingathering; 

Qatsiyr, Harvest 

 

 Aciph, "ingathering," Strong's #614, means "a gathering in 

of crops, ingathering," and is derived from #622 acaph, "to 

gather, bring." 

 

Exodus 23:16The Feast of Ingathering, (Tabernacles) at the end of 

the year, when you have gathered in thy labors out of the field. 

Exodus 34:22 The Feast of Ingathering at the year's end. 

 

 Qatsiyr or katzer, Strong's #7105, means "harvest, 

reaping," and comes from #7114, qatsar, "to harvest." 

 

Exodus 23:16Another name for Feast of Weeks is "Feast of 

Harvest." 

Exodus 34:22Weeks (Pentecost) is the "firstfruits of wheat 

harvest." 

Leviticus 23:10When you reap the harvest, bring the wavesheaf. 

Leviticus 23:22When you reap the harvest, leave the corners of 

the field and the gleanings for the poor. 



Leviticus 25:5During the Sabbatical year, that which grows of its 

own accord of thy harvest thou shalt not reap. 

Deuteronomy 24:19When you cut your harvest and have forgotten a 

sheaf in the field, do not fetch it; leave it for the poor. 

Jeremiah 5:24God reserves unto us the appointed weeks of the 

harvest. 

Jeremiah 8:20, 22The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we 

are not saved.  Is there no balm in Gilead to heal the sins of my 

people? 

Jeremiah 51:33Yet a little while, and the time of Babylon's 

harvest of punishment shall come. 

Joel 3:13Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe . . . their 

wickedness is great. 

 

 Qatsiyr shows us that Feast of Weeks is a harvest festival.  

We should have concern for the poor.  The spiritual harvest in 

the future will be God's judgment on the wicked. 

 

Miqra Qodesh, Holy Convocation 

 

 Miqra qodesh (or, mikra kodesh), means "holy convocation, 

sacred called out meeting."  It comes from Strong's #4744 miqra, 

"a called out public meeting (the act, the persons, or the 

place), a rehearsal, assembly, convocation, reading," derived 

from mi, "from, out of," and #7121 qara, meaning "called"; and 

Strong's #6944 qodesh, "a sacred place or thing, consecrated, 

dedicated, hallowed, holiness, sanctuary."  No work is allowed on 

holy convocations. 

 

Exodus 12:16Nisan 15, 21, the first and last days of the Feast of 

Unleavened  Bread are holy convocations. 

Leviticus 23:2, 4, 37Holy Days are holy convocations. 

Leviticus 23:3The seventh day is the Sabbath, a holy convocation 

with no work therein. 

Leviticus 23:7Nisan 15, first day of Feast of Unleavened Bread, 

is an holy convocation. 

Leviticus 23:8Nisan 21, the seventh day of the Feast, is an holy 

convocation. 

Leviticus 23:21Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) is an holy convocation. 

Leviticus 23:24Trumpets is a sabbath, an holy convocation. 

Leviticus 23:27Day of Atonement is an holy convocation. 

Leviticus 23:35Tishri 15 (first Holy Day of Feast of Tabernacles) 

is an holy convocation. 

Leviticus 23:36Last Great Day, the eighth day of Feast, is an 

holy convocation. 

Numbers 28:18Nisan 15 is an holy convocation, no servile work. 

Numbers 28:25Nisan 21 is an holy convocation, no servile work. 

Numbers 28:26Day of Firstfruits (Pentecost) is an holy 

convocation with no servile work. 

Numbers 29:1Trumpets is an holy convocation, no servile work. 

Numbers 29:7Atonement is an holy convocation with no work. 



Numbers 29:12Tishri 15 is an holy convocation with no servile 

work. 

 

Mikra only: 

Numbers 10:2Silver trumpets were used for the calling of the 

assembly. 

Nehemiah 8:8At Trumpets, they read in the book of the Law and 

gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading. 

Isaiah 1:13The New Moons and Sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, 

I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. 

 

Melakah Abodah, Servile Work 

 

Melakah abodah means "work of service, servile work."  It comes 

from Strong's #4399 melakah, "employment, (one who represents 

another in) a business or occupation, work," which is related to 

#4397 malak, "angel or messenger," meaning the line of work you 

have been sent to do, your occupation, your life's calling;  and 

#5656 abodah, "bondage, service, labor, work of any kind," akin 

to #5647 abad, servant.  The literal Hebrew in several passages 

forbidding servile work on Sabbaths is: "all work of service, 

no!" 

 

Leviticus 23:7Nisan 15:   no servile work. 

Leviticus 23:8Nisan 21:  no servile work. 

Leviticus 23:21Feast of Weeks:  no servile work. 

Leviticus 23:25Trumpets:  no servile work. 

Leviticus 23:35Tishri 15:  no servile work. 

Leviticus 23:36Last Great Day:  no servile work. 

Numbers 28:18 Nisan 15:  no servile work. 

Numbers 28:25 Nisan 21:  no servile work. 

Numbers 28:26 Day of Firstfruits (Pentecost):  no servile work. 

Numbers 29:1 Trumpets:  no servile work. 

Numbers 29:12 Tishri 15:  no servile work. 

Numbers 29:35 Last Great Day:  no servile work. 

 

abodah, "work, bondage": 

Genesis 29:27Jacob served Laban for Rachel. 

Genesis 30:26Same as above. 

Exodus 1:14, 2:23, Israel was put in hard bondage by the 

Egyptians. 

 6:6, 9 

Exodus 12:25-26, God delivered Israel out of Egypt and had them 

keep the 

 13:5 service of the Passover Feast. 

Exodus 30:16, 35:21, Levites performed God's service in the 

tabernacle. 

 39:32, 40, 42 

 

melakah, "occupation, line of work": 

Genesis 2:2-3God rested on the Sabbath from His work of creating. 



Exodus 12:16No manner of work permitted on the first and last 

days of Feast of Unleavened Bread, except that which pertains to 

necessary eating. 

Exodus 20:9, 10We are not to do our own work on the Sabbath. 

Exodus 31:15, 35:2Death penalty for working on the Sabbath. 

Exodus 31:3, 5 and Melakah refers to workmanship, or skilled 

labor. 

 I Kings 7:14 

Exodus 36:1-8Levites performed work in the tabernacle. 

Leviticus 16:29, On Atonement, no work at all is allowed. 

  23:28, 30, 31 

Leviticus 23:3Six days shall work be done. 

Deut. 5:13-14Six days shall ye labor and do all your work. 

Deuteronomy 16:8 Nisan 21:  no work. 

Proverbs 18:9, 22:29He that is slothful in his work is a waster.  

A man diligent in his business shall stand before kings. 

Hodesh, New Moon, Month 

 

 Hodesh, Strong's #2320, means "month, new moon." 

 

Exodus 12:2Abib is the first month of the year. 

Numbers 10:10Trumpets blown at beginning of months. 

Numbers 28:11Special sacrifices at beginning of months. 

I Samuel 20:5, 18, 24The New Moon festival. 

II Kings 4:23New Moon, Sabbath. 

I Chronicles 23:31Sabbaths, New Moons, Set Feasts. 

II Chronicles 2:4Sabbaths, New Moons, Solemn Feasts. 

II Chronicles 8:13Same as above. 

II Chronicles 31:3Same as above. 

Ezra 3:5Offerings for the New Moons and set feasts. 

Nehemiah 10:33Sabbaths, New Moons, Set Feasts. 

Psalms 81:3Blow the trumpet in the New Moon. 

Isaiah 1:13, 14God hates "your new moons and your appointed 

feasts." 

Isaiah 66:23In the millennium, all flesh shall worship from one 

New Moon to another, from one Sabbath to another. 

Ezekiel 45:17Feasts, New Moons, Sabbaths. 

Ezekiel 46:1, 3, 6The day of the New Moon is a time of worship. 

Hosea 2:11I will cause the mirth of her New Moons, Sabbaths, 

Feast Days to cease. 

Amos 8:5When will the New Moon be gone, that we may sell corn? 

 

Teruwah, Alarm or Sound of Joy 

 

 Teruwah, Strong's number 8643, means "clamor, acclamation 

of joy or a battle-cry, especially the alarm of trumpets, 

blowing, loud noise, rejoicing, shouting."  It comes from #7321, 

ruwah, "to split the ears with sound, shout for alarm or joy." 

 

Leviticus 23:24Memorial of blowing of trumpets (zikrown teruwah). 

Leviticus 25:9Trumpet of the jubilee. 

Numbers 10:5, 6Israel blew an alarm to assemble and journey. 



Numbers 29:1Day of blowing trumpets (yom teruwah). 

Numbers 31:6Trumpets to blow led Israel in war. 

Joshua 6:5, 20Israel gave a great shout, Jericho's walls fell 

flat. 

I Samuel 4:5-6Israel shouted when the ark came into camp. 

II Samuel 6:15David and Israel regained the ark with a great 

shout and trumpets (see also I Chronicles 15:28). 

II Chronicles 15:14With shouting and trumpets, Israel and Asa 

entered into a covenant with God. 

Ezra 3:11-13Israel shouted for joy when Temple foundations were 

laid. 

Psalm 33:3Sing a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise. 

Psalm 47:5God is gone up with a shout, with the sound of the 

trumpet. 

Psalm 89:15Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound. 

Jeremiah 4:19The trumpet, the alarm of war. 

Jeremiah 49:2I will cause an alarm of war to be heard. 

Zephaniah 1:16The Day of the LORD is a day of the trumpet and 

alarm. 

Shofar, Trumpet 

 

 Shofar, Strong's #7782, means "a cornet (as giving a clear 

sound), or curved horn, trumpet," and comes from #8231, shaphar, 

"to glisten, to cause to make fair, goodly." 

 

Exodus 19:16, 19At Sinai, LORD's voice sounded like a trumpet 

exceedingly loud. 

Leviticus 25:9The trumpet of jubilee. 

Joshua 6:4-20The trumpets were blown around Jericho. 

Judges 6:34Gideon blew a trumpet, and rallied Israel.  See also 

7:8-22. 

I Samuel 13:3Saul blew the trumpet to call Israel to battle the 

Philistines. 

II Samuel 6:15David and Israel brought up the ark with shouting 

and the sound of the trumpet. 

I Kings 1:34, 39, 41When Solomon was anointed king, the trumpet 

was blown. 

Nehemiah 4:18, 20The sound of the trumpet rallied defenders of 

Jerusalem. 

Psalm 47:5God goes up with a shout, with the sound of a trumpet. 

Psalm 81:3Blow up the trumpet in the new moon. 

Psalm 98:6Make a joyful noise before the Lord with trumpets. 

Psalm 150:3Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet. 

Isaiah 18:3When God blows a trumpet, listen. 

Isaiah 27:13Israel regathered at that day, when the great trumpet 

shall be blown. 

Isaiah 58:1Lift up thy voice like a trumpet, show My people their 

sins. 

Jeremiah 4:5, 19, 21Blow the trumpet, the alarm of war.  See also 

6:1, 51:27. 

Ezekiel 33:3-6God's watchman is to warn the people with the sound 

of the trumpet; if he doesn't blow the trumpet, he is at fault. 



Joel 2:1, 15Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a 

solemn assembly. 

Amos 3:6Shall the trumpet be blown, and the people not be afraid? 

Zephaniah 1:16The Day of the Lord is a day of the trumpet and 

alarm. 

Zechariah 9:14The Lord God shall blow the trumpet when He 

returns. 

 

Succoth, Booth 

 

 Succoth, Strong's #5521, means "hut, lair, booth, cottage, 

covert, den, pavilion, tent, tabernacle."  It is the feminine of 

soke, #5520, which means the same thing. 

 

Genesis 33:17Jacob made booths for his cattle. 

Leviticus 23:34Feast of Tabernacles. 

Leviticus 23:42Ye shall dwell in booths seven days, all that are 

Israelites born shall dwell in booths. 

Leviticus 23:43That you generations may know that I made the 

children of Israel to dwell in booths, when I brought them out of 

the land of Egypt. 

Deuteronomy 16:13Feast of Tabernacles.  Also 16:16, 31:10. 

II Samuel 11:11Uriah said, the ark, Israel, and Judah, abide in 

tents, encamped in open fields, shall I then go to my house to 

eat and drink and lie with my wife? 

II Chronicles 8:13Feast of Tabernacles.  Also Ezra 3:4. 

Nehemiah 8:14-17Israel made booths and sat under the booths. 

Psalm 31:20Thou shalt keep them secretly in a pavilion from the 

strife of tongues (place of safety?). 

Isaiah 4:6There shall be a tabernacle for shade in the daytime 

heat. 

Jonah 4:5Jonah made him a booth and sat under it. 

Zech. 14:16, 18, 19Feast of Tabernacles. 

 

Chuqqah, Ordinance, Statute 

 

 Chuqqah, Strong's #2708, means "appointed, custom, manner, 

ordinance, site, statute."  It is most often translated 

"ordinance," or "statute."  Sometimes, chuqqah refers to 

sacrifices, but more often it refers to Holy Days, and sometimes 

even pagan holidays.  The phrase chuqqah olam means "everlasting 

statute." 

 

Genesis 26:5Because that Abraham obeyed My voice, kept My charge, 

My commandments, My statutes, and My laws. 

Exodus 12:14Passover is a feast by an ordinance forever. 

Exodus 12:17Feast of Unleavened Bread is to be observed by an 

ordinance forever. 

Exodus 12:43This is the ordinance of the Passover:  no stranger 

shall eat thereof. 

Exodus 13:10You shall keep this ordinance (Passover, Feast of 

Unleavened Bread) in its season from year to year. 



Leviticus 3:17A perpetual statute that you eat neither fat nor 

blood. 

Leviticus 16:29Atonement is a statute forever to afflict your 

souls.  Also verses 31, 34. 

Leviticus 18:3-5You shall not do after the ordinances of Egypt 

and Canaan, but keep My statutes and ordinances.  Also verses 26, 

30. 

Leviticus 20:22, 23Keep My statutes, and do not walk in the 

manners of the nation I cast out before you. 

Leviticus 23:14A statute forever that you eat no new grain until 

you have brought a wavesheaf offering. 

Leviticus 23:21Weeks (Pentecost) is a holy convocation with no 

servile work, a statute forever throughout your generations. 

Leviticus 23:31Do no manner of work on Atonement, a statute 

forever. 

Leviticus 23:41Feast of Tabernacles is a feast for seven days, a 

statute for ever in your generations in the seventh month. 

Leviticus 25:18Do My statutes and keep My judgments and you shall 

dwell in the land in safety. 

Leviticus 26:3,15,43Walk in My statutes, keep My commandments, 

and you shall be blessed.  If you despise My statutes, you shall 

be cursed. 

Numbers 9:3,12,14Keep the Passover on the 14th with all the rites 

of it, according to all the ordinances of it, for there is one 

ordinance for both stranger and home born. 

Numbers 10:8Trumpets are to be blown to gather the congregation, 

for an ordinance forever. 

Numbers 15:15-16One ordinance for you and the stranger, forever. 

Numbers 18:21-23Levites shall receive the tithe for an 

inheritance, and serve the congregation by a statute forever. 

Deuteronomy 8:11Don't forget the LORD in not keeping His 

commandments, judgments and His statutes. 

Deuteronomy 10:13His commands and statutes are for our good. 

Deuteronomy 11:1Love the LORD thy God, keep His statutes and 

commandments and judgments. 

Jeremiah 10:3The customs of the people are vain, to cut a 

(Christmas) tree.  See Micah 6:16, the statutes of Omri. 

Ezekiel 20:11I gave them My statutes, which if a man do, he shall 

even live in them. 

Ezekiel 20:13,16,21They walked not in My statutes, and despised 

statutes (v. 24). 

Ezekiel 33:15If the wicked makes restitution, and walks in the 

statutes of life, he shall live and not die. 

Ezekiel 37:24David shall be restored as king, and they shall walk 

in My judgments, and observe My statutes. 

Ezekiel 44:23-24Sons of Zadok shall teach My people the 

difference between holy and profane, and keep My statutes. 

 

Summary Test 

 

 To test your knowledge of the foregoing, take the following 

Holy Day words matching test.  Answers are at the end. 



 

___ aciph 

___ atsereth 

___ chag 

___ chuqqah 

___ hodesh 

___ melakah abodah 

___ mikra kodesh 

___ moed 

___ paam 

___ qatsiyr 

___ rehgel 

___ shofar 

___ succoth 

___ teruwah 

___ zikarown 

 1. Set time, festival 

 2. Footstep, time 

 3. Solemn assembly, day of restraint 

 4. Ingathering 

 5. Holy Convocation 

 6. New Moon, month 

 7. Trumpet 

 8. Ordinance, statute 

 9. Feast 

 10. Pilgrimage time 

 11. Memorial, remembrance 

 12. Harvest 

 13. Servile work 

 14. Alarm or sound of joy 

 15. Booth 

 

Answers to Holy Day matching test:  4, 3, 9, 8, 6, 13, 5, 1, 2, 

12, 10, 7, 15, 14, 11.ê 

 

The Forgotten Biblical Feasts 

 

 

Those of us who have rejoiced in God's Holy Days, as recorded in  

Leviticus 23, have seen various prophetic significance in these 

days.  We  have God's handiwork in these days, seven Holy Days in 

three festival seasons.  But is there something that we may have 

missed, apart from but related to these days we keep? 

 

 While not Holy Days on which no work can be done, there are 

other Biblical festivals.  The Jews speak of the five festivals, 

and each has its own special book of the Bible.  In the Hebrew 

order of the scriptures, these five books follow each other in a 

logical progression. 

 The five festivals are: (A) Passover/ Unleavened Bread, (B) 

Pentecost, (C) Tenth of Ab, (D) Trumpets, Atonement, Tabernacles, 

Last Great Day, (E) Purim. 



 Their festival books are: (A) Song of Solomon, (B) Ruth, 

(C) Lamentations, (D) Ecclesiastes, (E) Esther. 

 Of these five festivals periods, A, B, and D are regularly 

kept by most Holy Day observers, while C and E usually are not.  

Yet there must be a significance to these non-Holy Day festivals.  

What is that significance, and where do these days fit into a 

prophetic overview? 

 The tenth of Ab is the tenth day of the fifth sacred month.  

Just as Pentecost follows Wavesheaf Sunday by 50 days, so the 

tenth of Ab precedes Trumpets by 50 days.  The book of 

Lamentations was written by Jeremiah upon the death of Josiah, 

and this service on the tenth of Ab was commanded from that time 

on by God's prophet and priest of that day. "Then Jeremiah 

chanted a lament for Josiah.  And all the male and female singers 

speak about Josiah in their lamentations to this day.  And they 

made them an ordinance in Israel; behold, they are also written 

in the Lamentations," (II Chronicles 35:25, NASV). 

 Also, just as there are five festival books, there are five 

sections to the Psalms:  again, one for each of the five 

festivals.  The third section of the Psalms, chapters 73-89, are 

Psalms of sorrow and distress. 

 Several years after the tenth of Ab/Lamentations festival 

was started, Solomon's Temple was destroyed on that very day.  

Likewise, Herod's Temple was also destroyed on the tenth of Ab.  

Might the tenth of Ab hold yet a future significance in God's 

plan?  And if so, what might that significance be? 

 There are many who look for what they call a latter rain of 

the Holy Spirit in the days just ahead.  Still others look to a 

future day of Pentecost as the day on which the church age will 

find its conclusion, and possibly gain protection then for the 

coming tribulation.  If any of these possibilities be so, then 

might not the tenth of Ab depict the time of God's wrath at the 

end of this Age? 

 Purim is more well known, being established clearly in its 

book, Esther.  Like its Psalms counterpart (chapters 107-150), it 

speaks of a final time when all Israel will be saved (Romans 

11:26). 

 Still another festival that deserves mentioning is 

Hanukkah, also known as the Feast of Lights or Feast of 

Dedication.  Hanukkah is not found in the Old Testament 

specifically, dating from about 165 BC, although some see a 

prophecy relating to it in Daniel 8:14.  Hanukkah was apparently 

kept by Jesus (John 10:22-23) on at least one occasion. 

 Let us not also forget to mention each New Moon.  Again, 

although not a Holy Day on which no work should be done (except 

the Day of Trumpets), the observance of each New Moon was 

commanded through Moses (Numbers 10:1-10; 28:11-15), was 

practiced in Israel (I Samuel 20), and was defended by Paul 

(Colossians 2:16). 

 Perhaps there is much to be learned from these forgotten 

festivals, both of themselves, and in their order in the sequence 

of God's plan. 



 

-- written by Larry Dean Spurgeonê 

 

 

Tisha B'Av and Other Fast Days 

 

Tisha B'Av, the ninth day of Av (or Ab), the fifth month on the 

Hebrew  calendar, is an annual mournful fasting day celebrated by 

Jews in  commemoration of several tragic historical events.  It 

is a national, rather than a Biblical, fast day. 

 

 At least nine of the greatest disasters in Israel's history 

are believed to have occurred on or about Av 9.  Some of the 

dates are given in scripture, while others are understood from 

Jewish history and tradition. 

 (1) Moses broke the tablets of the Law upon seeing the 

people worshipping the Golden Calf, Exodus 32. 

 (2) The twelve spies returned from searching out the land 

of Canaan, with their report which caused almost all the people 

to lose faith in God and rebel against Him, leading to their 

being cursed to wander in the wilderness for forty years, Numbers 

14. 

 (3) The First Temple, Solomon's Temple, was destroyed in 

586-587 B.C. on the ninth of Av.  The Babylonians fought their 

way into the Temple on Av 7, and ate and caroused there until Av 

9, and at evening, set the Temple on fire.  It burned all night 

and through the next day, Av 10.  See Jeremiah 52:12-13. 

 (4) The Second Temple, built by Herod, was destroyed by 

the Romans in 70 A.D. on Tisha B'Av.  Over 1,250,000 people were 

trapped inside the besieged city of Jerusalem by Roman legions.  

The Daily Sacrifice ceased on Tammuz 17, and 21 days later, on Av 

9, the Romans reached the edge of the Temple compound.  Titus did 

not want to destroy the Temple, and begged the Jews to surrender, 

but they refused.  In spite of his firm orders, Roman soldiers 

threw flaming torches into the Temple, setting it on fire. 

 (5) In 71 A.D. on the anniversary of Av 9, the Roman army 

plowed Jerusalem with salt, in preparation for making Jerusalem a 

Roman colony. 

 (6) The army of Simon Bar Kochba, who had rebelled against 

Rome in 132 A.D., was destroyed by Roman legions in 135 A.D. on 

Tisha B'Av, or Av 9.  The last great army of an independent 

Israel was slaughtered without mercy.  Roman historian Dio 

Cassius says that some 580,000 Jewish soldiers fell by the sword, 

not counting those killed by fire and famine.  Roman horses waded 

in blood up to their girths in the valley battleground. 

 (7) King Edward I of England expelled all Jews from 

England on July 18, 1290 A.D., the 9th of Av.  It wasn't until 

almost 400 years later that Oliver Cromwell allowed Jews the 

right of settlement in 1657. 

 (8) King Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain expelled all Jews 

from Spain (about 800,000 Jews) on August 2, 1492, on you guessed 

it, Tisha B'Av. 



 (9) In 1914, on Av 9, World War I was declared, as Russia 

mobilized for war and launched bitter persecutions against Jews 

in Russia, which led many Jews to emigrate to the Holy Land to 

escape. 

 Observed as a fast day, in Israel today, Jews stand 

mourning and weeping in prayer at the Wailing Wall, the only 

portion of the Temple still standing.  Jews read from the book of 

Lamentations in a dirge-like chant.  The question is, are these 

fasts of the Jews, or the times when we fast, dedicated to the 

Eternal, and a call to repentance, or are they instead days 

without food by a rebellious people who want their own ways?  

This the question asked in Zechariah 7:4-14.  The Eternal 

promises that national fast days like Tisha B'Av shall be turned 

into cheerful feasts, in the World Tomorrow, Zechariah 8:19. 

 For all of these disastrous events to have occurred on the 

same date on the Hebrew calendar is more than coincidence.  We 

should watch world events, and pray always that we may be 

accounted worthy to stand before the Son of Man, Luke 21:36. 

 Similar to Tisha B'Av are three other traditional Jewish 

fast days.  Tammuz 17, the 17th day of the fourth month, is the 

day on which, according to tradition, Nebuchadnezzar's army broke 

the walls of Jerusalem.  Actually, the date in Jeremiah 39:2 is 

the 9th day of the fourth month.  Asarah B'Tevet, or Tevet 10 (or 

Tebet, the 10th month), is the day on which, according tradition, 

Nebuchadnezzar's army laid seige of Jersualem.  Finally, Zom 

Gedaliah, or the Fast of Gedaliah, is on Tishri 3 (the seventh 

month).  It commemorates the day on which Gedaliah, the 

Babylonian appointed governor of Judah, and his associates were 

assasssinated.  This precipitated the sending of the Babylonian 

army against Judah. 

 All these Jewish national fast days should not just remind 

us of the loss of the physical Temple in Jerusalem.  They should 

help us look forward to the One who would be the Temple made 

without hands, the Messiah, Matthew 12:6, Mark 14:58, John 2:19, 

21.ê_ 
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Introduction 

 

Section Three of Biblical Holy Days covers Passover and the Feast 

of Unleavened Bread, the spring harvest festivals.  Our purpose 

is to provide resource material and in-depth instruction for 

those who already observe these sacred times.  The Spring Holy 

Days begin God's Master Plan, yet they are often the most 

neglected of all God's festivals. 

 

Here is a summary collection of Passover data: 

 

 

Passover and 

Feast of Unleavened Bread 

 

_ Messiah's sacrifice begins God's Master Plan. 

 

_Passover is observed on the beginning of the fourteenth day of 

the first month.  It can fall on either the second, fourth, sixth 

and (rarely) the seventh, day of the week. 

 

_Passover commemorates the deliverance of Israel from Egyptian 

bondage through the death of Egypt's firstborn, the sacrifice of 



the Messiah as our Passover lamb for the sins of the whole world, 

and the present and future deliverance of the Almighty's people. 

 

_We partake of bread and wine to symbolize our acceptance and 

gratitude for the Messiah's broken body and shed blood for our 

sins. 

 

_The Feast of Unleavened Bread is a seven-day pilgrimage festival 

following Passover.  It starts on the beginning of the fifteenth 

day of the first month, the Night to Be Much Remembered.  The 

first and last days of the Feast of Unleavened Bread are holy 

convocations. 

 

_We put leavening and leavened products out of our homes to 

signify our part in God's Plan:  diligent effort to put sin out 

of our lives, with His help. 

 

_Passover and Unleavened Bread are known as the "Festival of 

Freedom," signifying our liberation from sin through the Savior 

of mankind. 
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P A S S O V E R 

pesach (Hebrew)  =  pascha (Greek) 

 

  Divine Appointment  Moed 

  Ordinance Forever   Chuqqah Olam 

  Pilgrimage Feast   Hag 

  Memorial    Zikrown 

  Passover Season  The whole 8-day period of 

       Passover/Unleavened Bread 

 

Isaiah 53:3-6,  "He is despised and rejected of men; a man of 

sorrows, and acquainted with grief . . . .  Surely He hath borne 

our griefs, and carried our sorrows . . . But He was wounded for 

our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities:  the 

chastisement of our peace was upon Him:  and with His stripes we 

are healed.  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned 



every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on Him the 

iniquity of us all." 

 

I Peter 2:21, 24,  "For even hereunto were ye called:  because 

Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye 

should follow HIs steps . . . Who His own self bare our sins in 

His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should 

live unto righteousness:  by whose stripes ye were healed." 

 

Revelation 5:9, 12,  " . . . for thou was slain, and hast 

redeeded us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, 

and people, and nation . . . Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 

receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, 

and glory, and blessing." 

 

John 6:53-54, 57,  "Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily I 

say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh fo the Son of man, and 

drink His blood, ye have no life in you.  Whoso eateth my flesh, 

and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up 

at the last day. . . .   As the living Father hath sent me, and I 

live by the Father; so he that eateth me, even he shall live by 

me." 

 

I Corinthians 5:7-8,  "For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed 

for us: therefore let us keep the Feast." 

 

 

Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread 

 

 

Passover in the Old Testament 

 

 The Hebrew pesach (pronounced peh'-sakh), Strong's #6453, 

means a passing over, a pretermission, i.e., exemption.  It is 

derived from #6452, pasach, to hop, skip over, or spare.  By 

implication, pesach means to hesitate; literally to limp, to 

dance, halt, become lame, leap, pass over. 

 

Passover is a Festival of the Eternal on the Evening of the 

Fourteenth 

Day of the First Month 

 

 Leviticus 23:5  In the fourteenth day of the first month at 

even is the LORD's Passover. 

 Numbers 28:16  And in the fourteenth day of the first month 

is the Passover of the LORD. 

 Joshua 5:10  And the children of Israel encamped in Gilgal, 

and kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month at even 

in the plains of Jericho. 

 II Chronicles 35:1  Moreover Josiah kept a Passover unto 

the LORD in Jerusalem: and they killed the Passover on the 

fourteenth day of the first month. 



 Ezra 6:19  And the children of the captivity kept the 

Passover upon the fourteenth day of the first month. 

 

Passover Lamb Sacrificed and Eaten 

 

 Exodus 12:11  And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins 

girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and 

ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD's Passover. 

 Exodus 12:21 . . . Draw out and take you a lamb [or kid, 

margin] according to your families, and kill the Passover. 

 Exodus 12:27 . . . It is the sacrifice of the LORD's 

Passover, who passed over the houses of the children of Israel in 

Egypt, when He smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses . . 

. . 

 Numbers 9:13  But the man that is clean, and is not in a 

journey, and forbeareth to keep the Passover, even the same soul 

shall be cut off from among his people: because he brought not 

the offering of the LORD in his appointed season, that man shall 

bear his sin. 

 Exodus 34:25  Thou shalt not offer the blood of My 

sacrifice with leaven; neither shall the sacrifice of the feast 

of the Passover be left unto the morning. 

 Deuteronomy 16:2, 5-6  Thou shalt therefore sacrifice the 

Passover unto the LORD thy God, of the flock and the herd, in the 

place which the LORD shall choose to place his name there . . . .  

Thou mayest not sacrifice [margin: kill] the Passover within any 

of thy gates, which the LORD thy God giveth thee: But at the 

place which the LORD thy God shall choose to place His name in, 

there thou shalt sacrifice the Passover at even, at the going 

down of the sun, at the season that thou camest forth out of 

Egypt.  [Note:  As Fred Coulter points out in his book, The 

Christian Passover, pages 141-165, this scripture refers not to 

the Passover lamb, but the Passover season offering.] 

 II Chronicles 35:1, 6, 11, 13  Moreover Josiah kept a 

Passover unto the LORD in Jerusalem: and they killed the Passover 

on the fourteenth day of the first month . . . .  So kill the 

Passover, and sanctify yourselves, and prepare your brethren, 

that they may do according to the word of the LORD by the hand of 

Moses . . . .  And they killed the Passover, and the priests 

sprinkled the blood from their hands, and the Levites flayed them 

. . . .  And they roasted the Passover with fire according to the 

ordinance: but the other holy offerings sod they in pots, and in 

caldrons, and in pans, and divided them speedily among all the 

people. 

 

Passover Commemorates Israel's Deliverance From Egypt 

 

 Exodus 12:26-27  And it shall come to pass, when your 

children shall say unto you, What mean ye by this service?  That 

ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the LORD's Passover, Who 

passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when 

He smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses . . . . 



 Deuteronomy 16:1, 6  Observe the month of Abib, and keep 

the Passover unto the LORD thy God: for in the month of Abib the 

LORD thy God brought thee forth out of Egypt by night . . . .   

But at the place which the LORD thy God shall choose to place His 

name in, there thou shalt sacrifice the Passover at even, at the 

going down of the sun, at the season that thou camest forth out 

of Egypt. 

 

One Passover Lamb Was Sacrificed Per Each Household 

 

 Exodus 12:3-4, 21, 46  Speak ye unto all the congregation 

of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall take 

to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their 

fathers, a lamb for an house: And if the household be too little 

for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house take 

it according to the number of the souls; every man according to 

his eating shall make your count for the lamb . . . .  Then Moses 

called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them, Draw out 

and take you a lamb according to your families, and kill the 

Passover . . . .  In one house shall it be eaten; thou shalt not 

carry forth ought of the flesh abroad out of the house; neither 

shall ye break a bone thereof. 

 

Only Circumcised and Ceremonially Clean Persons Could Partake 

of the Passover,  No Strangers 

 

 Exodus 12:43  And the LORD said unto Moses and Aaron, This 

is the ordinance of the Passover: There shall no stranger eat 

thereof. 

 Exodus 12:48  And when a stranger shall sojourn with thee, 

and will keep the Passover to the LORD, let all his males be 

circumcised, and then let him come near and keep it; and he shall 

be as one that is born in the land: for no uncircumcised person 

shall eat thereof. 

 Joshua 5:2-10  At that time the LORD said unto Joshua, Make 

thee sharp knives, and circumcise again the children of Israel 

the second time. And Joshua made him sharp knives, and 

circumcised the children of Israel at the hill of the foreskins. 

And this is the cause why Joshua did circumcise: All the people 

that came out of Egypt, that were males, even all the men of war, 

died in the wilderness by the way, after they came out of Egypt.  

Now all the people that came out were circumcised: but all the 

people that were born in the wilderness by the way as they came 

forth out of Egypt, them they had not circumcised.  For the 

children of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, till all 

the people that were men of war, which came out of Egypt, were 

consumed, because they obeyed not the voice of the LORD: unto 

whom the LORD sware that He would not shew them the land, which 

the LORD sware unto their fathers that He would give us, a land 

that floweth with milk and honey.  And their children, whom He 

raised up in their stead, them Joshua circumcised: for they were 

uncircumcised, because they had not circumcised them by the way.  



And it came to pass, when they had done circumcising all the 

people, that they abode in their places in the camp, till they 

were whole. And the LORD said unto Joshua, This day have I rolled 

away the reproach of Egypt from off you. Wherefore the name of 

the place is called Gilgal unto this day. And the children of 

Israel encamped in Gilgal, and kept the Passover on the 

fourteenth day of the month at even in the plains of Jericho. 

 Numbers 9:6, 14 And there were certain men, who were 

defiled by the dead body of a man, that they could not keep the 

Passover on that day: and they came before Moses and before Aaron 

on that day . . . .  And if a stranger shall sojourn among you, 

and will keep the Passover unto the LORD; according to the 

ordinance of the Passover, and according to the manner thereof, 

so shall he do: ye shall have one ordinance, both for the 

stranger, and for him that was born in the land. 

 

Those Unable to Keep First Passover May Keep the Second Passover 

 

 Numbers 9:10, 11 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, 

If any man of you or of your posterity shall be unclean by reason 

of a dead body, or be in a journey afar off, yet he shall keep 

the Passover unto the LORD. The fourteenth day of the second 

month at even they shall keep it, and eat it with unleavened 

bread and bitter herbs. 

 II Chronicles 30:2-3  For the king had taken counsel, and 

his princes, and all the congregation in Jerusalem, to keep the 

Passover in the second month. For they could not keep it at that 

time, because the priests had not sanctified themselves 

sufficiently, neither had the people gathered themselves together 

to Jerusalem. 

 

Passover Must be Kept Correctly.  Failure to Keep It Results in 

Being 

Cut Off From God's People 

 

 Numbers 9:13  But the man that is clean, and is not in a 

journey, and forbeareth to keep the Passover, even the same soul 

shall be cut off from among his people: because he brought not 

the offering of the LORD in his appointed season, that man shall 

bear his sin. 

 Numbers 9:2-4  Let the children of Israel also keep the 

Passover at his appointed season. In the fourteenth day of this 

month, at even, ye shall keep it in his appointed season: 

according to all the rites of it, and according to all the 

ceremonies thereof, shall ye keep it. And Moses spake unto the 

children of Israel, that they should keep the Passover. 

 

Passover Has Certain Ordinances 

 

 Numbers 9:11-12  The fourteenth day of the second month at 

even they shall keep it, and eat it with unleavened bread and 

bitter herbs. They shall leave none of it unto the morning, nor 



break any bone of it: according to all the ordinances of the 

Passover they shall keep it. 

 Exodus 12:8-11  And they shall eat the flesh in that night, 

roast with fire, and unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs they 

shall eat it. Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, 

but roast with fire; his head with his legs, and with the 

purtenance thereof. And ye shall let nothing of it remain until 

the morning; and that which remaineth of it until the morning ye 

shall burn with fire. And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins 

girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and 

ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD's Passover. 

 Exodus 34:25  Thou shalt not offer the blood of my 

sacrifice with leaven; neither shall the sacrifice of the feast 

of the Passover be left unto the morning. 

 

Passover is to be Observed 

at a Specific Place 

 

 Deuteronomy 16:2  Thou shalt therefore sacrifice the 

Passover unto the LORD thy God, of the flock and the herd, in the 

place which the LORD shall choose to place His name there. 

 Deuteronomy 16:5-6  Thou mayest not sacrifice the Passover 

within any of thy gates, which the LORD thy God giveth thee: But 

at the place which the LORD thy God shall choose to place His 

name in, there thou shalt sacrifice the Passover at even, at the 

going down of the sun, at the season that thou camest forth out 

of Egypt. 

 II Chronicles 30:1  And Hezekiah sent to all Israel and 

Judah, and wrote letters also to Ephraim and Manasseh, that they 

should come to the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, to keep the 

Passover unto the LORD God of Israel. 

 II Chronicles 35:1  Moreover Josiah kept a Passover unto 

the LORD in Jerusalem: and they killed the Passover on the 

fourteenth day of the first month. 

 

Chronology of Old Testament Passover Observance 

 

 Exodus 12:1-14  [First Passover at time of Exodus.] 

 Numbers 9:1-5  [Second Passover kept] . . . in the 

wilderness of Sinai, in the first month of the second year after 

they were come out of the land of Egypt . . . .  Let the children 

of Israel also keep the Passover at his appointed season.  In the 

fourteenth day of this month, at even, ye shall keep it in his 

appointed season: according to all the rites of it, and according 

to all the ceremonies thereof, shall ye keep it.  And Moses spake 

unto the children of Israel, that they should keep the Passover.  

And they kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the first 

month at even in the wilderness of Sinai: according to all that 

the LORD commanded Moses, so did the children of Israel. 

 Joshua 5:10-12  And the children of Israel encamped in 

Gilgal, and kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month 

at even in the plains of Jericho. And they did eat of the old 



corn of the land on the morrow after the Passover, unleavened 

cakes, and parched corn in the selfsame day.  And the manna 

ceased on the morrow after they had eaten of the old corn of the 

land; neither had the children of Israel manna any more; but they 

did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year. 

 II Chronicles 30:1-27  And Hezekiah sent to all Israel and 

Judah, and wrote letters also to Ephraim and Manasseh, that they 

should come to the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, to keep the 

Passover unto the LORD God of Israel.  For the king had taken 

counsel, and his princes, and all the congregation in Jerusalem, 

to keep the Passover in the second month.  For they could not 

keep it at that time, because the priests had not sanctified 

themselves sufficiently, neither had the people gathered 

themselves together to Jerusalem.  And the thing pleased the king 

and all the congregation.  So they established a decree to make 

proclamation throughout all Israel, from Beersheba even to Dan, 

that they should come to keep the Passover unto the LORD God of 

Israel at Jerusalem: for they had not done it of a long time in 

such sort as it was written . . . .  Now be ye not stiffnecked, 

as your fathers were, but yield yourselves unto the LORD, and 

enter into His sanctuary, which He hath sanctified for ever: and 

serve the LORD your God, that the fierceness of His wrath may 

turn away from you.  For if ye turn again unto the LORD, your 

brethren and your children shall find compassion before them that 

lead them captive, so that they shall come again into this land: 

for the LORD your God is gracious and merciful, and will not turn 

away His face from you, if ye return unto Him.  So the posts 

passed from city to city through the country of Ephraim and 

Manasseh even unto Zebulun: but they laughed them to scorn, and 

mocked them.  Nevertheless divers of Asher and Manasseh and of 

Zebulun humbled themselves, and came to Jerusalem.  Also in Judah 

the hand of God was to give them one heart to do the commandment 

of the king and of the princes, by the word of the LORD.  And 

there assembled at Jerusalem much people to keep the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread in the second month, a very great congregation . 

. . .  Then they killed the Passover on the fourteenth day of the 

second month: and the priests and the Levites were ashamed, and 

sanctified themselves, and brought in the burnt offerings into 

the house of the LORD . . . .  For there were many in the 

congregation that were not sanctified: therefore the Levites had 

the charge of the killing of the Passovers for every one that was 

not clean, to sanctify them unto the LORD.  For a multitude of 

the people, even many of Ephraim, and Manasseh, Issachar, and 

Zebulun, had not cleansed themselves, yet did they eat the 

Passover otherwise than it was written.  But Hezekiah prayed for 

them, saying, The good LORD pardon every one that prepareth his 

heart to seek God, the LORD God of his fathers, though he be not 

cleansed according to the purification of the sanctuary.  And the 

LORD hearkened to Hezekiah, and healed the people.  And the 

children of Israel that were present at Jerusalem kept the Feast 

of Unleavened Bread seven days with great gladness: and the 

Levites and the priests praised the LORD day by day, singing with 



loud instruments unto the LORD. And Hezekiah spake comfortably 

unto all the Levites that taught the good knowledge of the LORD: 

and they did eat throughout the feast seven days, offering peace 

offerings, and making confession to the LORD God of their 

fathers.  And the whole assembly took counsel to keep other seven 

days: and they kept other seven days with gladness . . . .  So 

there was great joy in Jerusalem: for since the time of Solomon 

the son of David king of Israel there was not the like in 

Jerusalem.  Then the priests the Levites arose and blessed the 

people: and their voice was heard, and their prayer came up to 

His holy dwelling place, even unto heaven. 

 II Kings 23:21-23  And the king commanded all the people, 

saying, Keep the Passover unto the LORD your God, as it is 

written in the book of this covenant.  Surely there was not 

holden such a Passover from the days of the judges that judged 

Israel, nor in all the days of the kings of Israel, nor of the 

kings of Judah; But in the eighteenth year of king Josiah, 

wherein this Passover was holden to the LORD in Jerusalem. 

 II Chronicles 35:1-19  Moreover Josiah kept a Passover unto 

the LORD in Jerusalem: and they killed the Passover on the 

fourteenth day of the first month. And he set the priests in 

their charges, and encouraged them to the service of the house of 

the LORD, And said unto the Levites that taught all Israel, which 

were holy unto the LORD . . . .  So kill the Passover, and 

sanctify yourselves, and prepare your brethren, that they may do 

according to the word of the LORD by the hand of Moses.  And 

Josiah gave to the people, of the flock, lambs and kids, all for 

the Passover offerings, for all that were present, to the number 

of thirty thousand, and three thousand bullocks: these were of 

the king's substance.  And his princes gave willingly unto the 

people, to the priests, and to the Levites: Hilkiah and Zechariah 

and Jehiel, rulers of the house of God, gave unto the priests for 

the Passover offerings two thousand and six hundred small cattle, 

and three hundred oxen.  Conaniah also, and Shemaiah and 

Nethaneel, his brethren, and Hashabiah and Jeiel and Jozabad, 

chief of the Levites, gave unto the Levites for Passover 

offerings five thousand small cattle, and five hundred oxen.  So 

the service was prepared, and the priests stood in their place, 

and the Levites in their courses, according to the king's 

commandment. And they killed the Passover, and the priests 

sprinkled the blood from their hands, and the Levites flayed 

them.  And they removed the burnt offerings, that they might give 

according to the divisions of the families of the people, to 

offer unto the LORD, as it is written in the book of Moses. And 

so did they with the oxen. And they roasted the Passover with 

fire according to the ordinance: but the other holy offerings sod 

they in pots, and in caldrons, and in pans, and divided them 

speedily among all the people . . . .  So all the service of the 

LORD was prepared the same day, to keep the Passover, and to 

offer burnt offerings upon the altar of the LORD, according to 

the commandment of king Josiah.  And the children of Israel that 

were present kept the Passover at that time, and the Feast of 



Unleavened Bread seven days.  And there was no Passover like to 

that kept in Israel from the days of Samuel the prophet; neither 

did all the kings of Israel keep such a Passover as Josiah kept, 

and the priests, and the Levites, and all Judah and Israel that 

were present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.  In the 

eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah was this Passover kept. 

 Ezra 6:19-20  And the children of the captivity kept the 

Passover upon the fourteenth day of the first month.  For the 

priests and the Levites were purified together, all of them were 

pure, and killed the Passover for all the children of the 

captivity, and for their brethren the priests, and for 

themselves. 

 

Passover Involved Purification and Preparation, Mainly of the 

Heart 

 

 Joshua 5:2-11  [Israel had to be circumcised before they 

could keep the Passover at Gilgal.] 

 II Chronicles 30:3,15,17-20,27 For they could not keep it 

[the Passover] at that time, because the priests had not 

sanctified themselves sufficiently, neither had the people 

gathered themselves together to Jerusalem . . . .  Then they 

killed the Passover on the fourteenth day of the second month: 

and the priests and the Levites were ashamed, and sanctified 

themselves, and brought in the burnt offerings into the house of 

the LORD . . . .  For there were many in the congregation that 

were not sanctified: therefore the Levites had the charge of the 

killing of the Passovers for every one that was not clean, to 

sanctify them unto the LORD. For a multitude of the people, even 

many of Ephraim, and Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun, had not 

cleansed themselves, yet did they eat the Passover otherwise than 

it was written. But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, The good 

LORD pardon every one that prepareth his heart to seek God, the 

LORD God of his fathers, though he be not cleansed according to 

the purification of the sanctuary.  And the LORD hearkened to 

Hezekiah, and healed the people . . . .  Then the priests the 

Levites arose and blessed the people: and their voice was heard, 

and their prayer came up to his holy dwelling place, even unto 

heaven. 

 II Chronicles 35:1,4,6,10,14-19 Moreover Josiah kept a 

Passover unto the LORD in Jerusalem: and they killed the Passover 

on the fourteenth day of the first month . . . .  And prepare 

yourselves by the houses of your fathers, after your courses, 

according to the writing of David king of Israel, and according 

to the writing of Solomon his son . . . .  So kill the Passover, 

and sanctify yourselves, and prepare your brethren, that they may 

do according to the word of the LORD by the hand of Moses . . . .  

So the service was prepared, and the priests stood in their 

place, and the Levites in their courses, according to the king's 

commandment . . . .  And afterward they made ready for 

themselves, and for the priests: because the priests the sons of 

Aaron were busied in offering of burnt offerings and the fat 



until night; therefore the Levites prepared for themselves, and 

for the priests the sons of Aaron. And the singers the sons of 

Asaph were in their place, according to the commandment of David, 

and Asaph, and Heman, and Jeduthun the king's seer; and the 

porters waited at every gate; they might not depart from their 

service; for their brethren the Levites prepared for them.  So 

all the service of the LORD was prepared the same day, to keep 

the Passover, and to offer burnt offerings upon the altar of the 

LORD, according to the commandment of king Josiah.  And the 

children of Israel that were present kept the Passover at that 

time, and the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days.  And there 

was no Passover like to that kept in Israel from the days of 

Samuel the prophet; neither did all the kings of Israel keep such 

a Passover as Josiah kept, and the priests, and the Levites, and 

all Judah and Israel that were present, and the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem.  In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah was 

this Passover kept. 

 Ezra 6:20-22  For the priests and the Levites were purified 

together, all of them were pure, and killed the Passover for all 

the children of the captivity, and for their brethren the 

priests, and for themselves.  And the children of Israel, which 

were come again out of captivity, and all such as had separated 

themselves unto them from the filthiness of the heathen of the 

land, to seek the LORD God of Israel, did eat, and kept the Feast 

of Unleavened Bread seven days with joy . . . . 

 

Passover is Distinct, Yet Related to, Feast of Unleavened Bread 

 

 Numbers 28:16-17  And in the fourteenth day of the first 

month is the Passover of the LORD.  And in the fifteenth day of 

this month is the feast: seven days shall unleavened bread be 

eaten. 

 Numbers 33:3  And they departed from Rameses in the first 

month, on the fifteenth day of the first month; on the morrow 

after the Passover the children of Israel went out with an high 

hand in the sight of all the Egyptians. 

 Deuteronomy 16:2-3  Thou shalt therefore sacrifice the 

Passover unto the LORD thy God, of the flock and the herd, in the 

place which the LORD shall choose to place his name there. Thou 

shalt eat no leavened bread with it; seven days shalt thou eat 

unleavened bread therewith, even the bread of affliction; for 

thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt in haste: that thou 

mayest remember the day when thou camest forth out of the land of 

Egypt all the days of thy life. 

 Ezekiel 45:21  In the first month, in the fourteenth day of 

the month, ye shall have the Passover, a feast of seven days; 

unleavened bread shall be eaten. 

 

Old Testament Prophecies Foretold The Messiah's Death 

 

 Betrayed by a friend: Psalms 55:12-14, 21  For it was not 

an enemy that reproached me; then I could have borne it: neither 



was it he that hated me that did magnify himself against me; then 

I would have hid myself from him: But it was thou, a man mine 

equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance. We took sweet counsel 

together, and walked unto the house of God in company . . . .  

The words of his mouth were smoother than butter, but war was in 

his heart: his words were softer than oil, yet were they drawn 

swords. 

 Betrayed for thirty pieces of silver: Zechariah 11:12-13  

And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and if 

not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of 

silver. And the Lord said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a 

goodly price that I was prised at of them. And I took the thirty 

pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the 

Lord. 

 Laughed at, beaten, garments parted: Psalms 22:1-18  My 

God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from 

helping me, and from the words of my roaring?  O my God, I cry in 

the daytime, but thou hearest not; and in the night season, and 

am not silent.  But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the 

praises of Israel.  Our fathers trusted in thee: they trusted, 

and thou didst deliver them. They cried unto thee, and were 

delivered: they trusted in thee, and were not confounded.  But I 

am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the 

people.  All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out 

the lip, they shake the head, saying, He trusted on the Lord that 

he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in 

him. But thou art he that took me out of the womb: thou didst 

make me hope when I was upon my mother's breasts.  I was cast 

upon thee from the womb: thou art my God from my mother's belly.  

Be not far from me; for trouble is near; for there is none to 

help.  Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan have 

beset me round.  They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a 

ravening and a roaring lion.  I am poured out like water, and all 

my bones are out of joint; my heart is like wax; it is melted in 

the midst of my bowels. My strength is dried up like a potsherd; 

and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast brought me into 

the dust of death.  For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of 

the wicked have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet.  

I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me.  They part 

my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture. 

 Face marred beyond recognition: Isaiah 52:14  As many were 

astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and 

his form more than the sons of men. 

 Despised and rejected, an offering for sin: Isaiah 53:1-12  

Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the Lord 

revealed?  For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and 

as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; 

and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should 

desire him.  He is despised and rejected of men; a man of 

sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our 

faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  Surely 

he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did 



esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  But he was 

wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 

iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with 

his stripes we are healed.  All we like sheep have gone astray; 

we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid 

on him the iniquity of us all.  He was oppressed, and he was 

afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb 

to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so 

he openeth not his mouth.  He was taken from prison and from 

judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut 

off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my 

people was he stricken.  And he made his grave with the wicked, 

and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, 

neither was any deceit in his mouth.  Yet it pleased the Lord to 

bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his 

soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong 

his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.  

He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: 

by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he 

shall bear their iniquities.  Therefore will I divide him a 

portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the 

strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he 

was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, 

and made intercession for the transgressors. 

 

Passover in the New Testament 

 

 The Greek pascha (pronounced pas'khah), Strong's #3957, 

means the Passover, the day, the festival or special sacrifices 

connected with it.  The KJV incorrectly translated it "Easter" in 

Acts 12:4. 

 

Through Faith Moses Kept Passover 

 

 Hebrews 11:28  Through faith he kept the Passover, and the 

sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed the firstborn should 

touch them. 

 

Jesus and His Parents Kept Passover 

and Feast of Unleavened Bread 

 

 Luke 2:41-43  Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year 

at the feast of the Passover. And when he was twelve years old, 

they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the Feast. And when 

they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus 

tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not 

of it. 

 

Jesus Kept the Passover Shortly After Beginning His Ministry 

 

 John 2:13, 23  And the Jews' Passover was at hand, and 

Jesus went up to Jerusalem . . . .   Now when He was in Jerusalem 



at the Passover, in the feast day, many believed in His name, 

when they saw the miracles which He did. 

 

The Feeding of the Five Thousand Was Near Passover 

 

 John 6:4  And the Passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh. 

[Verses 5-14 continue with the account of the feeding of the 

5,000.] 

 

Priests and Pharisees Sought to Take Jesus During Passover in 

Jerusalem 

 

 John 11:55-57  And the Jews' Passover was nigh at hand: and 

many went out of the country up to Jerusalem before the Passover, 

to purify themselves. Then sought they for Jesus, and spake among 

themselves, as they stood in the temple, What think ye, that He 

will not come to the feast?  Now both the chief priests and the 

Pharisees had given a commandment, that, if any man knew where He 

were, he should shew it, that they might take Him. 

 

Jesus Came to Jerusalem Six Days Before Passover, Stayed at 

Bethany 

 

 John 12:1  Then Jesus six days before the Passover came to 

Bethany, where Lazarus was which had been dead, whom He raised 

from the dead. 

 

Jesus Knew He Would Be Crucified 

on the Passover 

 

 Matthew 26:2  Ye know that after two days is the feast of 

the Passover, and the Son of man is betrayed to be crucified. 

 Mark 14:1-2  After two days was the feast of the Passover, 

and of unleavened bread: and the chief priests and the scribes 

sought how they might take Him by craft, and put Him to death.  

But they said, Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar of 

the people. 

 Luke 22:1-2  Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew nigh, 

which is called the Passover.  And the chief priests and scribes 

sought how they might kill Him; for they feared the people. 

 John 13:1  Now before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus 

knew that His hour was come that he should depart out of this 

world unto the Father, having loved His own which were in the 

world, He loved them unto the end. 

 

Jesus Ate His Last Earthly Passover With His Disciples 

 

 Matthew 26:17-19  Now the first day of the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying unto Him, 

Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the Passover?  

And He said, Go into the city to such a man, and say unto him, 

The Master saith, My time is at hand; I will keep the Passover at 



thy house with my disciples.  And the disciples did as Jesus had 

appointed them; and they made ready the Passover. 

 Mark 14:12-16  And the first day of unleavened bread, when 

they killed the Passover, His disciples said unto him, Where wilt 

thou that we go and prepare that thou mayest eat the Passover?  

And He sendeth forth two of His disciples, and saith unto them, 

Go ye into the city, and there shall meet you a man bearing a 

pitcher of water: follow him.  And wheresoever he shall go in, 

say ye to the goodman of the house, The Master saith, Where is 

the guestchamber, where I shall eat the Passover with my 

disciples?  And he will shew you a large upper room furnished and 

prepared: there make ready for us.  And his disciples went forth, 

and came into the city, and found as he had said unto them: and 

they made ready the Passover. 

 Luke 22:7-8,11,13  Then came the day of unleavened bread, 

when the Passover must be killed.  And He sent Peter and John, 

saying, Go and prepare us the Passover, that we may eat . . . .  

And ye shall say unto the goodman of the house, The Master saith 

unto thee, Where is the guestchamber, where I shall eat the 

Passover with my disciples? . . . And they went, and found as he 

had said unto them: and they made ready the Passover. 

 

Jews Referred to Passover as 

a Day of Unleavened Bread 

 

 Matthew 26:17  Now the first day of the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying unto Him, Where wilt 

thou that we prepare for thee to eat the Passover? 

 Mark 14:12  And the first day of unleavened bread, when 

they killed the Passover, his disciples said unto him, Where wilt 

thou that we go and prepare that thou mayest eat the Passover? 

 Luke 22:7  Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the 

Passover must be killed. 

 

During the Last Passover Supper, the Savior Washed the Disciples' 

Feet 

 

 John 13:2-17  And supper being ended, the devil having now 

put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray Him; 

Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into His 

hands, and that He was come from God, and went to God; He riseth 

from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and 

girded Himself.  After that he poureth water into a bason, and 

began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the 

towel wherewith He was girded.  Then cometh He to Simon Peter: 

and Peter saith unto Him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet?  Jesus 

answered and said unto Him, What I do thou knowest not now; but 

thou shalt know hereafter. Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never 

wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast 

no part with me.  Simon Peter saith unto Him, Lord, not my feet 

only, but also my hands and my head.  Jesus saith to him, He that 

is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every 



whit: and ye are clean, but not all.  For He knew who should 

betray Him; therefore said He, Ye are not all clean.  So after He 

had washed their feet, and had taken His garments, and was set 

down again, He said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you?  

Ye call me Master and Lord: 

and ye say well; for so I am.  If I then, your Lord and Master, 

have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet.  

For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done 

to you.  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not 

greater than his Lord; neither he that is sent greater than he 

that sent him.  If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do 

them. 

 

Messiah To Take Passover When Fulfilled in Kingdom 

 

 Luke 22:15-16  And He said unto them, With desire I have 

desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer: For I say 

unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled 

in the kingdom of God. 

 

Symbols of Bread and Wine Were Instituted by the Savior 

 

 Matthew 26:26-30  And as they were eating, Jesus took 

bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the 

disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. And He took the 

cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all 

of it; For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed 

for many for the remission of sins.  But I say unto you, I will 

not drink henceforth of this fruit  of the vine, until that day 

when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.  And when 

they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives. 

 Mark 14:22-25  And as they did eat, Jesus took bread, and 

blessed, and brake it, and gave to them, and said, Take, eat: 

this is my body.  And He took the cup, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them: and they all drank of it.  And He 

said unto them, This is my blood of the new testament, which is 

shed for many.  Verily I say unto you, I will drink no more of 

the fruit of the vine, until that day that I drink it new in the 

kingdom of God. 

 Luke 22:19-20  And He took bread, and gave thanks, and 

brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which is 

given for you: this do in remembrance of me.  Likewise also the 

cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in my 

blood, which is shed for you. 

 

Some Jews Kept Passover 

a Day Later Than Jesus 

 

 John 18:28  Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall 

of judgment: and it was early; and they themselves went not into 

the judgment hall, lest they should be defiled; but that they 

might eat the Passover. 



 John 19:14  And it was the preparation of the Passover, and 

about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your 

King! 

 

It Was Jewish Custom to Release a Prisoner at Passover 

 

 John 18:39  But ye have a custom, that I should release 

unto you one at the Passover: will ye therefore that I release 

unto you the King of the Jews? 

 

Herod Imprisoned Peter During Passover/Feast of Unleavened Bread 

 

 Acts 12:4  And when he had apprehended him, he put him in 

prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep 

him; intending after Easter [Greek: pascha, Passover] to bring 

him forth to the people. 

 

Christ is Our Passover 

 

 I Corinthians 5:7-8  Purge out therefore the old leaven, 

that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened.  For even Christ 

our Passover is sacrificed for us: Therefore let us keep the 

feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and 

wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

 

The Messiah Was the Lamb Slain From the Foundation of the World 

 

 Revelation 13:8  And all that dwell upon the earth shall 

worship him, whose names are not written in the Book of Life of 

the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 

 I Peter 1:1-4  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the 

strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, 

and Bithynia, Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the 

Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and 

sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ . . . .  Blessed be the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His 

abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, To an inheritance 

incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved 

in heaven for you, . . .  

 Verses 10-12 Of which salvation the prophets have enquired 

and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should 

come unto you: Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit 

of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified 

beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should 

follow. Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but 

unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto 

you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy 

Ghost sent down from heaven: which things the angels desire to 

look into . . . . 

 Verses 18-22 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed 

with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain 



conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with 

the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 

without spot: Who verily was foreordained before the foundation 

of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, Who 

by Him do believe in God, that raised Him up from the dead, and 

gave Him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.  Seeing 

ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the 

Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one 

another with a pure heart fervently. 

 I Peter 2:21-25  For even hereunto were ye called:  because 

Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye 

should follow His steps:  Who did no sin, neither was guile found 

in his mouth:  Who, when He was reviled, reviled not again; when 

He suffered, He threatened not; but committed Himself to Him that 

judgeth righteously:  Who His own self bare our sins in His own 

body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto 

righteousness:  by whose stripes ye were healed.  For ye were as 

sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and 

Bishop of your souls. 

 Revelation 1:5-6  And from Jesus Christ, who is the 

faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the 

prince of the kings of the earth. Unto Him that loved us, and 

washed us from our sins in His own blood, And hath made us kings 

and priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and dominion 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 Revelation 5:12-13  Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the 

Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 

strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.  And every 

creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the 

earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, 

heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be 

unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 

and ever. 

 Revelation 19:6-9,16  And I heard as it were the voice of a 

great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the 

voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God 

Omnipotent reigneth.  Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour 

to Him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife hath 

made herself ready.  And to her was granted that she should be 

arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the 

righteousness of saints.  And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed 

are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb.  

And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God . . . .  

And He hath on His vesture and on His thigh a name written, KING 

OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 

 Revelation 21:9, 22-27  And there came unto me one of the 

seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last 

plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew 

thee the bride, the Lamb's wife . . . .  And I saw no temple 

therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of 

it.  And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to 

shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is 



the light thereof. And the nations of them which are saved shall 

walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring 

their glory and honour into it.  And the gates of it shall not be 

shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. And they 

shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it.  And 

there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, 

neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they 

which are written in the Lamb's Book of Life. 

 Revelation 22:1-3  And he shewed me a pure river of water 

of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God 

and of the Lamb.  In the midst of the street of it, and on either 

side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve 

manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the 

leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.  And 

there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the 

Lamb shall be in it; and His servants shall serve Him: 

 

I Corinthians 11 Explains 

the Christian Passover 

 

 As the Messiah told us to keep it, we are to faithfully 

continue to practice and pass on the "ordinances." 

 I Corinthians 11:1-2  Be ye followers of me, even as I also 

am of Christ. Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in 

all things, and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you . 

. . . 

 It is a heresy to make the Passover into a sumptuous meal. 

 Verses 17-22  Now in this that I declare unto you I praise 

you not, that ye come together not for the better, but for the 

worse.  For first of all, when ye come together in the church, I 

hear that there be divisions among you; and I partly believe it.  

For there must be also heresies among you, that they which are 

approved may be made manifest among you.  When ye come together 

therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's Supper.  

For in eating every one taketh before other his own supper: and 

one is hungry, and another is drunken.  What? have ye not houses 

to eat and to drink in? or despise ye the Church of God, and 

shame them that have not?  What shall I say to you? shall I 

praise you in this?  I praise you not. 

 The unleavened bread and wine are the only elements (after 

footwashing) of the Passover "meal." 

 Verses 23-27  For I have received of the Lord that which 

also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in 

which He was betrayed took bread: And when He had given thanks, 

He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is 

broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.  After the same 

manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, This cup 

is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink 

it, in remembrance of me.  For as often as ye eat this bread, and 

drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.  

Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of 



the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of 

the Lord. 

 We need to examine ourselves before partaking of the 

Passover.  It is a serious matter.  We must not partake of the 

Passover in a light or unworthy manner, but with dignity and 

reverence. 

 Verses 28-34  But let a man examine himself, and so let him 

eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.  For he that eateth and 

drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, 

not discerning the Lord's body.  For this cause many are weak and 

sickly among you, and many sleep.  For if we would judge 

ourselves, we should not be judged.  But when we are judged, we 

are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with 

the world. Wherefore, my brethren, when ye come together to eat, 

tarry one for another. And if any man hunger, let him eat at 

home; that ye come not together unto condemnation.  And the rest 

will I set in order when I come. 

 II Corinthians 13:5  Examine yourselves, whether ye be in 

the faith; prove your own selves.  Know ye not your own selves, 

how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates? 

 

 

FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD 

 

Unleavened Bread in Old Testament 

 

 The Hebrew matstsah (pronounced mats-tsaw'), Strong's 

#4682, means sweet (i.e., not soured or bittered with yeast), an 

unfermented cake or loaf, the festival of Passover, to squeeze or 

compress. 

 Genesis 14:18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth 

bread and wine: and he was the priest of the Most High God. 

 Genesis 18:6-8  And Abraham hastened into the tent unto 

Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal, 

knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth. And Abraham ran unto 

the herd, and fetched a calf tender and good, and gave it unto a 

young man; and he hasted to dress it. And he took butter, and 

milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them 

[the Eternal and two angels]; and he stood by them under the 

tree, and they did eat. 

 Genesis 19:3  And he [Lot] pressed upon them [the two 

angels] greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into 

his house; and he made them a feast, and did bake unleavened 

bread, and they did eat. 

 

The Passover Was Eaten With Unleavened Bread 

 

 Exodus 12:8  And they shall eat the flesh in that night, 

roast with fire, and unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs they 

shall eat it. 



 Numbers 9:11  The fourteenth day of the second month at 

even they shall keep it, and eat it with unleavened bread and 

bitter herbs. 

 

Feast of Unleavened Bread Separate Seven-Day Feast Following 

Passover 

 

 Exodus 12:15-20 Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread; 

even the first day ye shall put away leaven out of your houses: 

for whosoever eateth leavened bread from the first day until the 

seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from Israel.  And in the 

first day there shall be an holy convocation, and in the seventh 

day there shall be an holy convocation to you; no manner of work 

shall be done in them, save that which every man must eat, that 

only may be done of you.   And ye shall observe the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread; for in this selfsame day have I brought your 

armies out of the land of Egypt: therefore shall ye observe this 

day in your generations by an ordinance for ever.  In the first 

month, on the fourteenth day of the month at even, ye shall eat 

unleavened bread, until the one and twentieth day of the month at 

even. Seven days shall there be no leaven found in your houses: 

for whosoever eateth that which is leavened, even that soul shall 

be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he be a 

stranger, or born in the land.  Ye shall eat nothing leavened; in 

all your habitations shall ye eat unleavened bread. 

 Exodus 13:6-7  Seven days thou shalt eat unleavened bread, 

and in the seventh day shall be a feast to the Lord.  Unleavened 

bread shall be eaten seven days; and there shall no leavened 

bread be seen with thee, neither shall there be leaven seen with 

thee in all thy quarters. 

 Exodus 34:18  The Feast of Unleavened Bread shalt thou 

keep.  Seven days thou shalt eat unleavened bread, as I commanded 

thee, in the time of the month Abib: for in the month Abib thou 

camest out from Egypt. 

 Leviticus 23:6  And on the fifteenth day of the same month 

is the Feast of Unleavened Bread unto the Lord: seven days ye 

must eat unleavened bread. 

 Numbers 28:17  And in the fifteenth day of this month is 

the feast: seven days shall unleavened bread be eaten. 

 Deuteronomy 16:3-8  Thou shalt eat no leavened bread with 

it; seven days shalt thou eat unleavened bread therewith, even 

the bread of affliction; for thou camest forth out of the land of 

Egypt in haste: that thou mayest remember the day when thou 

camest forth out of the land of Egypt all the days of thy life.  

And there shall be no leavened bread seen with thee in all thy 

coast seven days; neither shall there any thing of the flesh, 

which thou sacrificedst the first day at even, remain all night 

until the morning.  Thou mayest not sacrifice the Passover within 

any of thy gates, which the Lord thy God giveth thee: But at the 

place which the Lord thy God shall choose to place His name in, 

there thou shalt sacrifice the Passover at even, at the going 

down of the sun, at the season that thou camest forth out of 



Egypt.  And thou shalt roast and eat it in the place which the 

Lord thy God shall choose: and thou shalt turn in the morning, 

and go unto thy tents.  Six days thou shalt eat unleavened bread: 

and on the seventh day  shall be a solemn assembly to the Lord 

thy God: thou shalt do no work therein. 

 

Feast of Unleavened Bread Commemorates Israel's Exodus 

From Egypt 

 

 Exodus 12:17  And ye shall observe the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread; for in this selfsame day have I brought your armies out of 

the land of Egypt: therefore shall ye observe this day in your 

generations by an ordinance for ever. 

 Exodus 12:39  And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough 

which they brought forth out of Egypt, for it was not leavened; 

because they were thrust out of Egypt, and could not tarry, 

neither had they prepared for themselves any victual. 

 Exodus 34:18  The Feast of Unleavened Bread shalt thou 

keep. Seven days thou shalt eat unleavened bread, as I commanded 

thee, in the time of the month Abib: for in the month Abib thou 

camest out from Egypt. 

 Numbers 33:3  And they [Israel] departed from Rameses in 

the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month; on the 

morrow after the Passover the children of Israel went out with an 

high hand in the sight of all the Egyptians. 

 Deuteronomy 16:3  Thou shalt eat no leavened bread with it; 

seven days shalt thou eat unleavened bread therewith, even the 

bread of affliction; for thou camest forth out of the land of 

Egypt in haste: that thou mayest remember the day when thou 

camest forth out of the land of Egypt all the days of thy life. 

 

We Are to Teach Meaning and Purpose of Feast of Unleavened 

Bread to Our Children 

 

 Exodus 13:6-9  Seven days thou shalt eat unleavened bread, 

and in the seventh day shall be a feast to the Lord.  Unleavened 

bread shall be eaten seven days; and there shall no leavened 

bread be seen with thee, neither shall there be leaven seen with 

thee in all thy quarters.  And thou shalt shew thy son in that 

day, saying, This is done because of that which the Lord did unto 

me when I came forth out of Egypt.  And it shall be for a sign 

unto thee upon thine hand, and for a memorial between thine eyes, 

that the Lord's law may be in thy mouth: for with a strong hand 

hath the Lord brought thee out of Egypt. 

 

The Feast of Unleavened Bread an Everlasting Institution 

 

 Exodus 12:17   And ye shall observe the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread; for in this selfsame day have I brought your armies out of 

the land of Egypt: therefore shall ye observe this day in your 

generations by an ordinance for ever. 



 Exodus 13:6, 10  Seven days thou shalt eat unleavened 

bread, and in the seventh day shall be a feast to the Lord . . . 

.  Thou shalt therefore keep this ordinance in his season from 

year to year. 

 

The Feast of Unleavened Bread One of Three Pilgrimage Festivals 

 

 Deuteronomy 16:16  Three times in a year shall all thy 

males appear before the Lord thy God in the place which He shall 

choose; in the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and in the feast of 

weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles: and they shall not appear 

before the Lord empty. 

 II Chronicles 8:13  Even after a certain rate every day, 

offering according to the commandment of Moses, on the sabbaths, 

and on the new moons, and on the solemn feasts, three times in 

the year, even in the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and in the feast 

of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles. 

 

Offering to the Eternal Commanded on the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread 

 

 Exodus 23:15  Thou shalt keep the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread: (thou shalt eat unleavened bread seven days, as I 

commanded thee, in the time appointed of the month Abib; for in 

it thou camest out from Egypt: and none shall appear before me 

empty). 

 Deuteronomy 16:16  Three times in a year shall all thy 

males appear before the Lord thy God in the place which He shall 

choose; in the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and in the Feast of 

Weeks, and in the Feast of Tabernacles: and they shall not appear 

before the Lord empty. 

 

Special Sacrifices Were Given Each Day of the Feast 

 

 Leviticus 23:6-8  And on the fifteenth day of the same 

month is the Feast of Unleavened Bread unto the Lord: seven days 

ye must eat unleavened bread. In the first day ye shall have an 

holy convocation:  ye shall do no servile work therein.  But ye 

shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD seven days:  

in the seventh day is an holy convocation:  ye shall do no 

servile work therein. 

 Numbers 28:17-24  And in the fifteenth day of this month is 

the feast: seven days shall unleavened bread be eaten. In the 

first day shall be an holy convocation; ye shall do no manner of 

servile work therein: But ye shall offer a sacrifice made by fire 

for a burnt offering unto the Lord; two young bullocks, and one 

ram, and seven lambs of the first year: they shall be unto you 

without blemish: And their meat offering shall be of flour 

mingled with oil: three tenth deals shall ye offer for a bullock, 

and two tenth deals for a ram; A several tenth deal shalt thou 

offer for every lamb, throughout the seven lambs: And one goat 

for a sin offering, to make an atonement for you.  Ye shall offer 



these beside the burnt offering in the morning, which is for a 

continual burnt offering.  After this manner ye shall offer 

daily, throughout the seven days, the meat of the sacrifice made 

by fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lord: it shall be offered 

beside the continual burnt offering, and his drink offering. 

 

Unleavened Bread Used in the Sacrificial System 

 

 Leviticus 2:4-5  And if thou bring an oblation of a meat 

offering baken in the oven, it shall be unleavened cakes of fine 

flour mingled with oil, or unleavened wafers anointed with oil. 

And if thy oblation be a meat offering baken in a pan, it shall 

be of fine flour unleavened, mingled with oil. 

 Leviticus 6:16  And the remainder thereof shall Aaron and 

his sons eat: with unleavened bread shall it be eaten in the holy 

place; in the court of the tabernacle of the congregation they 

shall eat it. 

 Leviticus 7:12  If he offer it for a thanksgiving, then he 

shall offer with the sacrifice of thanksgiving unleavened cakes 

mingled with oil, and unleavened wafers anointed with oil, and 

cakes mingled with oil, of fine flour, fried. 

 I Chronicles 23:29  Both for the shewbread, and for the 

fine flour for meat offering, and for the unleavened cakes, and 

for that which is baked in the pan, and for that which is fried, 

and for all manner of measure and size. 

Unleavened Bread Used in the Consecration of the Priests 

 

 Exodus 29:1, 2, 23  And this is the thing that thou shalt 

do unto them to hallow them, to minister unto me in the priest's 

office: Take one young bullock, and two rams without blemish, And 

unleavened bread, and cakes unleavened tempered with oil, and 

wafers unleavened anointed with oil: of wheaten flour shalt thou 

make them . . . . And one loaf of bread, and one cake of oiled 

bread, and one wafer out of the basket of the unleavened bread 

that is before the Lord. 

 Leviticus 8:2,26-27 Take Aaron and his sons with him, and 

the garments, and the anointing oil, and a bullock for the sin 

offering, and two rams, and a basket of unleavened bread . . . .  

And out of the basket of unleavened bread, that was before the 

Lord, he took one unleavened cake, and a cake of oiled bread, and 

one wafer, and put them on the fat, and upon the right shoulder:  

And he put all upon Aaron's hands, and upon his sons' hands, and 

waved them for a wave offering before the LORD. 

 

Unleavened Bread Use 

in Nazarite's Sacrifices 

 

 Numbers 6:15-19  And a basket of unleavened bread, cakes of 

fine flour  mingled with oil, and wafers of unleavened bread 

anointed with oil, and their meat offering, and their drink 

offerings.  And the priest shall bring them before the Lord, and 

shall offer his sin offering, and his burnt offering: And he 



shall offer the ram for a sacrifice of peace offerings unto the 

Lord, with the basket of unleavened bread: the priest shall offer 

also his meat offering, and his drink offering.  And the Nazarite 

shall shave the head of his separation at the door of the 

tabernacle of the congregation, and shall take the hair of the 

head of his separation, and put it in the fire which is under the 

sacrifice of the peace offerings.  And the priest shall take the 

sodden shoulder of the ram, and one unleavened cake out of the 

basket, and one unleavened wafer, and shall put them upon the 

hands of the Nazarite, after the hair of his separation is 

shaven: 

During Feast of Unleavened Bread, 

God Reminds Israel That All the Firstborn Are His 

 

 Exodus 12:29  And it came to pass, that at midnight the 

Lord smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the 

firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of 

the captive that was in the dungeon; and all the firstborn of the 

cattle. 

 Exodus 13:1-3, 12-13  And the Lord spake unto Moses saying, 

Sanctify unto me all the firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb 

among the children of Israel, both of man and of beast:  it is 

mine . . . .  Remember this day, in which ye came out of Egypt, 

out of the house of bondage; for by strength of hand the Lord 

brought you out from this place:  there shall be no leavened 

bread be eaten . . . .  That thou shalt set apart unto the Lord 

all that openeth the matrix, and every firstling that cometh of a 

beast which thou hast; the males shall be the Lord's.  And every 

firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb; and if thou 

wilt not redeem it, then thou shalt break his neck:  and all the 

firstborn of man among thy children shalt thou redeem. 

 Exodus 34:18-20  The Feast of Unleavened Bread shalt thou 

keep. Seven days thou shalt eat unleavened bread, as I commanded 

thee, in the time of the month Abib: for in the month Abib thou 

camest out from Egypt.  All that openeth the matrix is mine; and 

every firstling among thy cattle, whether ox or sheep, that is 

male.  But the firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb: 

and if thou redeem him not, then shalt thou break his neck.  All 

the firstborn of thy sons thou shalt redeem.  And none shall 

appear before me empty. 

 

Gideon's Unleavened Sacrifice Was Acceptable to God 

 

 Judges 6:19-21 . . . Gideon . . . made ready a kid, and 

unleavened cakes . . . and the angel of God said unto him, Take 

the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock, 

and pour out the broth, and he did so.  Then the angel of the 

Lord put 

forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, and touched the 

flesh and the unleavened cakes; and there rose up fire out of the 

rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes . . . . 

 



Unrighteous People Using Unleavened & Leavened Bread 

 

 I Samuel 28:24  And the woman [witch of Endor] had a fat 

calf in the house; and she hasted, and killed it, and took flour, 

and kneaded it, and did bake unleavened bread thereof. 

 II Kings 23:9  Nevertheless the priests of the high places 

came not up to the altar of the Lord in Jerusalem, but they did 

eat of the unleavened bread among their brethren. 

 Amos 4:4-5  Come to Bethel, and transgress; at Gilgal 

multiply transgression; and bring your sacrifices every morning, 

and your tithes after three years: And offer a sacrifice of 

thanksgiving with leaven, and proclaim and publish the free 

offerings: for this liketh you, O ye children of Israel, saith 

the Lord God. 

 

Chronology of Feast of Unleavened Bread Observance 

 

 Joshua 5:11 [On the plains of Gilgal before Jericho] And 

they did eat of the old corn of the land on the morrow after the 

Passover, unleavened cakes, and parched corn in the selfsame day. 

 II Chronicles 8:13  [Solomon's time] Even after a certain 

rate every day, offering according to the commandment of Moses, 

on the Sabbaths, and on the New Moons, and on the solemn feasts, 

three times in the year, even in the Feast of Unleavened Bread, 

and in the Feast of Weeks, and in the Feast of Tabernacles. 

 II Chronicles 30:13, 21  [Hezekiah's time] And there 

assembled at Jerusalem much people to keep the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread in the second month, a very great congregation . 

. . .  And the children of Israel that were present at Jerusalem 

kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days with great 

gladness: and the Levites and the priests praised the Lord day by 

day, singing with loud instruments unto the Lord. 

 II Chronicles 35:17   [Josiah's time] And the children of 

Israel that were present kept the Passover at that time, and the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days. 

 Ezra 6:22   [Ezra's time, at return of Jews from Babylon] 

And kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days with joy: for 

the Lord had made them joyful, and turned the heart of the king 

of Assyria unto them, to strengthen their hands in the work of 

the house of God, the God of Israel. 

 

Feast of Unleavened Bread Also Called Passover 

 

 Ezekiel 45:21  In the first month, in the fourteenth day of 

the month, ye shall have the Passover, a feast of seven days; 

unleavened bread shall be eaten. 

 

Unleavened Bread in New Testament 

 

 The Greek azumos (pronounced ad'-zoo-mos), Strong's #106, 

means unleavened, i.e. uncorrupted. 

 



Unleavened Bread Can Refer to Entire Passover Season 

 

 Matthew 26:17  Now the first day of the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying unto Him, Where wilt 

thou that we prepare for thee to eat the Passover? 

 Mark 14:1  After two days was the feast of the Passover, 

and of unleavened bread: and the chief priests and the scribes 

sought how they might take Him by craft, and put Him to death. 

 Mark 14:12  And the first day of unleavened bread, when 

they killed the Passover, His disciples said unto Him, Where wilt 

thou that we go and prepare that thou mayest eat the Passover? 

 Luke 22:1, 7  Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew nigh, 

which is called the Passover . . . .  Then came the day of 

unleavened bread, when the Passover must be killed. 

 

Feast of Unleavened Bread 

in Acts of the Apostles 

 

 Acts 12:3  And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he 

proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then were the Days of 

Unleavened Bread. ) 

 Acts 20:6  And we sailed away from Philippi after the Days 

of Unleavened Bread, and came unto them to Troas in five days; 

where we abode seven days. 

 

Meaning of Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread 

 

 I Corinthians 5:7-8  Purge out therefore the old leaven, 

that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ 

our Passover is sacrificed for us: Therefore let us keep the 

Feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and 

wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

 

Leavening in the New Testament 

 

 "Leavening" in the New Testament is Strong's #2219, zume 

(pronounced dzoo' may) and #2220 zumoo (dzoo-mo'-o). 

 

The Kingdom of Heaven is Like Leaven! 

 

 Matthew 13:33  Another parable spake He unto them; The 

kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and 

hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened. 

 Luke 13:20-21  And again He said, Whereunto shall I liken 

the kingdom of God?  It is like leaven, which a woman took and 

hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened. 

 

Beware of Spiritual Leaven 

-- False Doctrine 

 

 Matthew 16:6-12  Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and 

beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees. And 



they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have 

taken no bread. Which when Jesus perceived, He said unto them, O 

ye of little faith, why reason ye among yourselves, because ye 

have brought no bread?  Do ye not yet understand, neither 

remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how many 

baskets ye took up?  Neither the seven loaves of the four 

thousand, and how many baskets ye took up?  How is it that ye do 

not understand that I spake it not to you concerning bread, that 

ye should beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the 

Sadducees?  Then understood they how that He bade them not beware 

of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and 

of the Sadducees. 

 Mark 8:15  And He charged them, saying, Take heed, beware 

of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod. 

 Luke 12:1  . . . Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, 

which is hypocrisy. 

 

A Little Leaven (Sin, False Doctrine) Leavens (Corrupts) 

The Whole Lump (Everything) 

 

 I Corinthians 5:6-8  Your glorying is not good.  Know ye 

not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out 

therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are 

unleavened.  For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us: 

Therefore let us keep the Feast, not with old leaven, neither 

with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened 

bread of sincerity and truth. 

 Galatians 5:9  A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. 

 

First Day of Unleavened Bread a Great Sabbath, a "MEGA Sabbath" 

 

 John 19:31  The Jews therefore, because it was the 

preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on 

the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) besought 

Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be 

taken away. 

 COMMENT:  The Greek word for "high" is Strong's #3173, 

megas, meaning "exceedingly, great, high, large, loud, mighty, 

strong."  We use the word "mega" to mean million, such as 

megatons, megabytes.  Holy days are "MEGASabbaths," much more 

important than other Sabbaths or other days. 

 

Feast of Unleavened Bread References 

 

 This section gives summaries from various reference 

material on the Feast of Unleavened Bread, along with our 

comments. 

 

Passover:  Its History and Traditions, by T. H. Gaster 

 

 Passover is one of the oldest festivals in the world.  It 

has been observed by Jews for over 3,000 years.  For the modern 



Jew, it lasts for eight days, from Nisan 15 to 23 (actually, 

Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread last from Nisan 14 

through 21).  Passover marks the beginning of the barley season 

in Palestine. It also commemorates the deliverance of the 

Israelites from Egypt and that God passed over their houses and 

smote Egypt's firstborn. 

 Jews refer to Passover as "the season of our liberation."  

Every detail of the Jewish Passover ceremonies is connected with 

the Exodus.  The paschal meal is eaten hastily because of their 

hasty departure from Egypt.  Unleavened bread is eaten because 

the people had no time to add leaven to bake their bread.  The 

name Passover signifies that God passed over their homes. 

 In Temple times, people brought lambs to Jerusalem to be 

slaughtered.  After 70 A.D., sacrifices ended. Jews continued to 

eat unleavened bread, along with bitter herbs in a home ceremony 

called the Seder, or "order of service."  The recital of the 

story of the Exodus was termed the Haggadah ("story"), based upon 

the command in Exodus 13:8 (tell the story to your son). 

 Extra days were added to the Feast because the proclamation 

from Jerusalem took time to reach outlying communities.  Orthodox 

and Conservative Jews keep eight days of unleavened bread.  

Reform Jews keep seven days. 

 

Origin of Passover 

 

 Passover was already an established institution at the time 

the Israelites came out of Egypt.  The Exodus story tells not how 

the festival began, but how it came to be preserved. 

 The central feature of Passover is a common meal eaten by 

all members of a family at the full moon in the first month of 

the year.  The Bible says that anyone who abstained from this 

meal "cut himself off from his people."  Gaster states, "such 

eating together is a standard method, all over the world, of 

establishing ties of kinship or alliance . . . ."  Our word 

"companion" means "one who shares bread with another."  The 

Gaelic word for family, cuedich, means "those who eat together." 

 Thus, when Melchizedek made a treaty with Abraham, he did 

so by offering bread and wine, Genesis 14:18-24.  When Abimelech 

allied with Isaac, they did the same, Genesis 26:26-30.  See also 

Joshua 9:14; Obadiah 7. 

 Therefore, "the original purpose of the paschal meal was to 

recement ties of kinship, infuse new life into the family, and 

renew the bonds of mutual protection at the beginning of each 

year." 

 Not only how you eat, but what you eat, is important.  

Three features of the meal were:  (1) Meal was eaten in haste, 

not allowed to spoil, so that unconsumed meat was burnt at dawn; 

(2)  Unleavened bread was eaten because leavened food is 

fermented; (3)  Bitter herbs are a cathartic (cleanser, or 

purifier), and a widespread popular notion holds they are a 

remedy against demons and witchcraft.  During the paschal meal, 



herbs were to neutralize any impurity which might accidentally 

have been consumed. 

 The Passover feast was also a reunion and guarantee of 

divine alliance and protection during the coming year.  The meal 

was eaten in the presence of God with Himself as participant.  

Exodus 18:12 records a meal of reunion with Jethro, priest of 

Midian, and Israel "in the presence of God." 

 Before the ceremony could take place, the ties of kinship 

which it established had to be made manifest by an outward sign.  

The essence of kinship is blood.  We all remember the story of 

Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn becoming blood brothers by holding their 

two cut fingers together.  So it is that kinship is signified by 

the sign of a  blood covenant.  For the paschal supper, the 

signing of the people was done on the doorposts of their houses, 

rather than on their bodies. 

 Passover also had the meaning of a ransom.   The slaughter 

of the animal was a propitiatory offering to God, designed to 

assure that God would pass over and spare the household from hurt 

or harm.  If the animal were maimed or if a bone was broken, it 

would not be accepted. 

 Some scholars point to the fact that the Hebrew name for 

Passover, pesach, can also mean "to limp."  In I Kings 18:26, the 

term is used in reference to the priests of Baal challenging 

Elijah.  Limping signified mourning in the Arabic and Syriac 

languages.  Some scholars say that Passover is derived from the 

customs relating to Osiris-Tammuz, in that the god died in the 

winter and was resurrected in the spring.  We know, however, that 

these customs come from Nimrod, and that the Creator's ordinances 

preceded pagan customs. 

 

Jewish Passover Legends 

 

 Whether true or not, there are some interesting Hebrew 

legends concerning Passover events.  Rabbinical tradition says 

that every day the Egyptians set a quota of bricks to be laid, 

Exodus 1:14.  For every brick short, they took an Israelite child 

and sealed it alive in the building. 

 It is said that Moses became a shepherd, Exodus 3:1, to 

learn how to feed God's flock and to know the wilderness through 

which he would lead Israel.  God showed Himself in a lowly bush 

of thorns rather than a lofty cedar.  Garden hedges are made of 

thorns, so God was showing Israel to be the hedge of the world, 

which is God's garden. 

 Moses' rod was cut, it is believed, from the Tree of Life, 

handed from God to Adam, who passed it down to Enoch, Noah, Shem, 

and from thence to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph.  At 

Joseph's death, it was stolen by the Egyptians and placed in 

Pharaoh's palace, was removed by Jethro and plucked up by Moses.  

Written on the rod was the name of God and the initials of the 

ten plagues. 

 Legend says that the plagues lasted a year, the time 

appointed by God for a man to pay the penalty of his sins.  



Likewise, the Flood lasted a year, as well as the affliction of 

Job.  God designed the first plague to be blood on the river, 

because Egyptians regarded the Nile as a god.  A lamb was chosen 

to sacrifice because the Egyptians worshipped the ram (Aries), 

and Israel had to show publicly that they disavowed such idolatry 

before God would release them from bondage. Blood on the 

sideposts and lintels signified Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Hyssop 

symbolized the House of Israel, lowly, yet bound together by the 

grace of God. 

 

The Seder Meal 

 

 The central feature of Passover among Jews today is the 

Seder, held on two successive nights (because of date conflicts).  

After the Seder are a series of songs.  For Jews, the Seder takes 

the place of the paschal meal. 

 Before Passover, all leavened food (such as bread, flour, 

beer [sic.], etc.) are carefully removed from the home.  At 

nightfall of the preceding evening, the master of the house makes 

a thorough search, using a candle to search for even the hidden 

crumbs.  Leavened foods are burned the next morning.  The 

mistress of the house had previously conducted a "spring 

cleaning."  A few crumbs are left for the master of the house to 

"discover."  If the eve of Passover falls on a Sabbath, they 

search for leavening on Thursday night and burn any leavening on 

Friday morning. 

 The following articles appear on the Seder table:  (1)  

Three cakes of unleavened bread, one above the other (these are 

said to represent the three fold division of Israelites into 

Priests, Levites, and regular Israelites); (2) bitter herbs, such 

as horseradish, Exodus 12:8, symbolizing the bitterness which the 

Egyptians inflicted upon the children of Israel Exodus 1:14; (3) 

haroseth, a mixture of chopped apple, nuts, raisins and cinnamon, 

pounded into a kind of paste (this allayed the sharp taste of the 

bitter herbs, and symbolized the mortar which the Israelites were 

forced to tread during their bondage in Egypt); (4) a roasted 

egg, commemorating the special additional sacrifices offered in 

the Temple during Passover (Pagan Easter customs also include 

special painted eggs.); (5) the shank bone of a lamb, symbolic of 

the paschal sacrifice; (6) parsley or radishes.  These six items 

are placed in a special order on a large dish. 

 In addition, sufficient wine must be present to serve each 

member four cups during the ceremony. Why are there four cups of 

wine? Some say they correspond to the four expressions used in 

Exodus 6:6-7, "I will bring you out . . . I will rid you . . . I 

will redeem you . . . and I will take you to Me for a people."  

Yemeni Jews use five cups, while earlier usage may have been only 

three.  Lastly, in the center of the table is a large goblet 

filled with wine for the prophet Elijah, who is believed to come 

as a guest to every Seder meal as a precursor of the Messiah. 

 Through the Seder meal, it is customary to lean on pillows 

or cushions,  instead of sitting upright.  This is symbolic of 



the ease and freedom which Israel came to enjoy as a result of 

its liberation from Egypt. 

 

The Haggadah 

 

 The recital of the narrative of the story of the exodus 

during the Jewish seder is called the Haggadah.  The exact 

contents of the recital have some variations among Jews scattered 

around the world.  There are ten basic elements of the service: 

 (1) The service begins with the kiddush, or 

sanctification, the traditional inauguration of Sabbaths and 

Festivals in Jewish homes.  

 (2) The first cup of wine is poured with a blessing from 

the master of the house.  All join in thanking God for the 

Festival of Unleavened Bread, "the season of our liberation." 

 (3) The master washes his hands and distributes parsley 

dipped in salt water to everyone.  This is symbolic of the tears 

Israel shed in bondage.  

 (4) Then he takes the middle piece of unleavened bread, 

breaks it in half, and lays aside one half in a napkin.  He takes 

the other half and says it represents the bread of affliction of 

our forefathers in Egypt.  He invites all who are hungry to come 

and eat and all who are needy to come and celebrate the Passover 

feast, adding that though this year we be here, next year may we 

be in the land of Israel; though this year we be slaves, next 

year may we be free men! 

 (5) The second cup of wine is poured, and the youngest 

person present asks four questions:  Why is this night different 

from all other nights?  For on all other nights we eat leaven and 

unleavened alike, but on this night only unleavened.  On all 

other nights we eat any kind of herbs, but on this night only 

bitter herbs.  On all other nights we do not dip even once, but 

on this night twice.  On all other nights we eat either upright 

or leaning, but on this night we all lean!  There was originally 

another question, "Why is it that on other nights we eat meat 

boiled, roasted or stewed, but on this night only roasted?"  This 

was dropped when the Temple was destroyed and sacrifices ceased. 

 Deuteronomy 6:21 is paraphrased, "We were slaves in Egypt, 

and would still be so, had not the Lord our God brought us out 

thence with a strong hand and an outstretched arm."  After 

further answers to these questions are given, the celebrant lifts 

the cup of wine and pronounces the theme of the Seder: 

 

God's promise it is that has stood by our fathers and us.  For it 

is not one alone that has risen up to destroy us, but the Holy 

One, blessed be He, delivers us out of their hand! 

 

 The story of the sojourn in Egypt and the miraculous Exodus 

is told in summary form.  The "mighty hand" was the plague of 

murrain, because the Scripture says, "The hand of the Lord fell 

upon the cattle," Exodus 9:3 (paraphrase).  The "outstretched 

arm" was the sword of God (see I Chronicles 21:16).  



 A poem called Litany of Wonders is recited, citing fifteen 

blessings of God upon Israel.  Fifteen is the sum numerical value 

of the Hebrew letters Y and H, which spell YAH, one of the names 

of God, and there were fifteen steps in the Temple leading to the 

Holy of Holies.  Each line ends with the refrain Dayyenu, "alone 

'twould have sufficed us!"  Here are a few lines: 

 

If He had cleft the Sea for us, 

nor let us pass dry shod, 

DAYYENU! 

 

If He had let us pass dry shod, 

nor sunk our foes therein, 

DAYYENU! 

 

 Explanation is given of the elements of the shank bone, 

unleavened bread and bitter herbs.  Then an important message of 

Passover is given: 

 

Every man in every generation is bound to look upon himself as if 

he personally had gone forth from Egypt . . . .  It is not only 

our fathers that the Holy One redeemed, but ourselves also did He 

redeem with them.  For does not the Scripture say, And He brought 

us out thence that He might bring us in, to give us the land 

which He swore unto our fathers (Deuteronomy 6:23)? 

 

 The second cup is raised, and the Hallel (Psalm 113-118) is 

recited.  These Psalms are part of every new moon and feast.  

Jesus and the disciples sang them at the Last Supper.  The Hallel 

is appropriate to the Passover since Psalm 114 begins, "When 

Israel went forth out of Egypt . . . ." The second cup is drunk 

and all wash their hands. 

 (6) The sixth element of the Seder meal is when the 

celebrant breaks the topmost piece of unleavened bread and half 

of the middle piece, and gives pieces to each person, along with 

a small portion of horseradish. 

 (7) The evening meal is served.  

 (8) The celebrant unwraps the reserved half of the middle 

cake and everyone receives two pieces, called afikoman, which 

some say comes from the Greek epikomion, or "dessert."  Children 

sometimes hide the reserved portion of unleavened bread, and 

claim a ransom for it before delivering it up to their fathers. 

 (9) "Grace" is the Jewish blessing at the close of a meal.  

After grace is said, the third cup is drunk.  The "goblet of 

Elijah" is filled, and the main house door is flung open while 

the following words are recited: 

 

Pour out Thy wrath upon the heathen that know Thee not and upon 

the kingdoms that call not on Thy name; for they have devoured 

Jacob and laid waste his habitation (Psalm 79:6).  Pour out upon 

them Thy fury, and let the heat of Thine anger overtake them 



(Psalm 69:24).  Pursue them in anger, and destroy them from under 

the heavens of the Lord (Lamentations 3:66). 

 Why is Elijah associated with Passover?  Some say that 

since Passover is a "night of watchings," one of these watchings 

is for Elijah, the precursor of the Messiah.  The cup of Elijah 

is not for him to drink, but for him to give the heathen to 

drink, the "cup of reeling."  It also symbolizes the "cup of 

comfort" to be drunk by Israel.   Recitation of the Hallel is 

resumed, followed by miscellaneous hymns. 

 (10) The conclusion to the Seder is when the doxology is 

recited, and the fourth and last cup of wine is drunk. 

 

Samaritan Passover 

 

 A few Samaritans are left today in Palestine.  In 1949 

there were only 200 Samaritans. They claim they are the surviving 

remnant of the House of Israel, descendants of men who were  

never  carried  into  captivity.     Bible students    know that 

the Samaritans revere Mount Gerizim in central Israel as their 

equivalent of Jerusalem, and accept only the Torah (Genesis 

through Deuteronomy) as their Bible.  Gerizim is near Nablus, 

site of ancient Shechem.  Gaster records some of their customs.  

Samaritans actually sacrifice paschal lambs today on the slopes 

of Mt. Gerizim. 

 On the fourteenth day of the first month, Samaritans remove 

all yeast from their premises, wash their clothes and change 

their garments.  They eat no bread whatsoever, leavened or 

unleavened.  When they eat their Passover, on the fifteenth, 

their stomachs must be free from any fermenting leaven.   About 

4:00 PM, the Samaritan high priest lights the oven fires, and a 

half hour later the altar itself, with burning wood.   The 

celebrants are dressed in white clothes.   Lambs are inspected by 

the priests, and are rejected for any imperfection.  About 15 or 

20 minutes before sunset, the priest begins to sing hymns to the 

praise of God, sung in ancient Hebrew.  He gives a short prayer 

for the slaughtering:  

 

For I call on the name of the Lord; ascribe ye greatness unto our 

God, The Rock, -- His work is perfect, for all His ways are 

justice; a God of faithfulness and without perversity, righteous 

and upright is He (Deuteronomy 32:3-4).  Blessed be our God 

forever, and blessed be His name forever! 

 

 Then the Samaritan priest reads the portion in Exodus 12 

commanding the Passover sacrifice.  When he reaches the words, 

"And all the congregation of the community of Israel shall 

slaughter it at twilight," the slaughterers proceed to slay the 

lambs quickly, sprinkling the blood on the altar round about, 

saying three times, "There is no God but one!"  When is the 

sacrifice actually done?  Within "two minutes after the actual 

going-down of the sun." 



 The fleece is removed, along with the innards, which are 

placed above the wood on the altar.  The lamb is washed and all 

blood drained off.  Deep gashes are cut into the lamb, while care 

is taken not to break a bone.  The ischiac nerve is removed (see 

Genesis 32:32).  The whole body of the lamb is placed on wooden 

spits, head downward.  While all of this is done, the worshipers 

recite Exodus 12:1 through chapter 15, singing hymns of praise.  

The priest gives unleavened bread and bitter herbs to each to 

eat.  The lambs are taken on spits to the oven, where they are 

cooked for three hours.  The fire is left burning on the altar 

until no trace is left of the fat or legs.  It is a "pleasant 

savor unto the Lord." 

 When night has fallen, and the Evening Prayer has been 

recited, they come and remove the sacrificial meat from the oven, 

having their loins girded, sandals on their feet, and staves in 

their hands, per Exodus 12:11.  The meat is picked off by hand 

and they all sit down and eat the meal in haste, along with 

unleavened bread and bitter herbs.  Afterwards, all the fragments 

are gathered together and burnt on the altar.  When dawn breaks, 

the Morning Prayer is recited, which continues for two hours.  

Then each man returns to his tent in joy and gladness of heart.  

 Lambs rejected because of imperfections are removed to a 

separate place and burnt. They may not be given to a Gentile to 

be eaten.  During the whole Samaritan Passover ceremony, no 

Gentile may come into contact with a Samaritan, nor may anyone 

eat of the sacrifice if he is ritually unclean.  Although the 

Samaritans may have corrupted certain things, their ceremony is 

the closest thing today to the original Hebrew Passover before 

Christ. 

 

Passover and the Springtime 

Song of Songs 

 

 The Song of Songs (The Song of Solomon, also called 

Canticles) is read by Jews on the eighth day of Passover.  This 

book is an allegory.  It shows "the passion of a Divine Lover 

[the Eternal] for his beloved people Israel."  The Christian 

Church believes this Bible book displays the love of Christ for 

His Church. 

 Passover is a love story,  John 3:16.  It signifies release 

from bondage and beginning of new trials in the wilderness.  The 

real message of Passover is that only when "a people has ceased 

to be enslaved and is prepared to brave disaster" is it truly 

free.  Passover signifies redemption not only because Israel went 

out of Egypt, but "because they set their faces toward Sinai."  

 Passover marks the beginning of the season in Palestine 

when heavy showers of winter are replaced by light rains of 

spring.  On the first day of the festival, special prayers for 

these "dews" are inserted in the morning synagogue services, 

based on Isaiah 26:19 and Hosea 14:5, which have the theme of 

resurrection and blossoming of Israel. 

 



The Sabbaths of God by James L. Porter 

 

Passover Pictures Past, Present, 

and Future Events 

 

 Porter states that "Passover is a memorial of an actual 

event God caused to occur long ago in Egypt.  Passover and the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread were also shadows of events to occur 

later, as recorded in the New Testament.  Jesus Christ was to 

become God's true Passover Lamb.  The shadow of what Passover 

means was fulfilled only in part when Jesus was killed as the 

Lamb which God had provided.  Jesus spoke of a fulfillment of 

Passover yet in the future . . . .  God's people were identified 

and kept separate when God judged the people about them.  Israel 

was safe even in the midst of a terrible judgment from God upon 

the whole nation about them.  This is the central meaning of the 

past, present and future Passover."  God has delivered, and will 

continue to deliver, His people. 

 Passover was kept by a small group of people in each house, 

the count determined by the number needed to consume a year-old 

lamb.  Christ's Passover had only thirteen in attendance.  

Individually, small groups will be protected by the Eternal. 

 The Passover is a solemn occasion.  For Israelites, it was 

the night the plague slew Egypt's firstborn.  For Christians, it 

is the memorial of Christ's death.  On the Egyptian Passover, God 

executed judgment on the false religion of the Egyptians.  He 

demonstrated that He is completely different and distinct from 

the "gods" of Egypt.  See Exodus 12:11-13. 

 Christ was probably taken captive at the same time 

(midnight) as the death angel came on the first Passover.  His 

doom to death was sealed from that time. 

 Coarsely ground flour needs to be made into dough and 

allowed to soften over night to bring out the gluten.  Leavening 

was added in the morning for preparation for baking.  Early in 

the morning of the fourteenth, the message came to depart.  There 

was no time to add leavening or bake.  Thus, Israel took their 

dough in the kneading troughs. 

 

Christian Fulfillment of Passover 

 

 Christ is our Passover Lamb, I Corinthians 5:7.  His blood 

shed for us identifies us and serves as a mark in the same way 

that the blood of the Passover Lamb identified the Israelites of 

Egypt. 

 A Christian cannot understand the true meaning of the New 

Testament Passover without a knowledge of the meaning of the 

ancient ceremony which it replaces. That's why we ought to know 

the meaning of the symbolism of the Old Testament Passover. 

 God's judgment will soon come on this present evil world.  

The blood of the Lamb, the Messiah, will serve the same purpose 

of identifying God's people, sparing them during the "Day of the 

Lord."  On the first Passover, God judged the "gods" of Egypt.  



After Christ finished His Last Supper, He said that the prince of 

this world, Satan, was now judged.  This judgment on Satan was 

pronounced, but is not yet carried out.  Satan still rules this 

world.  The coming Passover of the future will be the deliverance 

of God's people and the judgment of Satan and his world. 

 Porter states, "Passover is primarily concerned with a 

future event, as are all of God's holy days that He has set aside 

to be observed by His people."  Colossians 2:16-17 refers to the 

Holy Days as "a shadow of the things to come."  The New American 

Standard Version translates Luke 22:15-16 as "I have earnestly 

desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I say 

to you, I shall never again eat it until it is fulfilled in the 

kingdom of God."  The Great Future Passover has not yet been 

fulfilled! 

 A Christian's present condition is similar to that of 

ancient Israel.  They had killed the Passover lamb on the 

beginning of Nisan 14, had marked their homes, and were waiting 

for God's wrath to be visited upon the Egyptians about them.  We 

have been marked with Christ's blood.  As strangers and pilgrims 

in this world, we are waiting for God's judgment on the world, 

and our orders to leave and be with Christ.  Judgment on this 

world will occur just before the Kingdom of God comes to this 

earth in power, I Peter 1:13-21. 

 As God judged the gods of Egypt on Passover night, the 

future Great Passover will be a judgment on all false religions 

when they will all be destroyed.  To escape this future wrath, we 

need the mark of our Passover lamb.  

 The Passover of 70 A.D. was the time the Romans came on 

Jerusalem, surrounding some three million Jews, most of whom were 

killed in the fighting or died by sickness and starvation.  See 

Josephus' Antiquities of the Jews, V, iii.   "The Passover of 

which Egypt was a type and Jerusalem [of 70 A.D.] an example, is 

yet to come."  Read Hebrews 10:26-31, and Revelation 18:1-5.  

That is why like Egypt, this Babylonish system will receive 

plagues.  One cannot engage in Babylonish festivals [such as 

Christmas, Easter and Halloween] and still have protection of the 

blood of the Savior. 

 Isaiah 26:20-21, "Come, my people, enter thou into thy 

chambers, and shut thy doors about thee:  hide thyself as it were 

for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast.  For, 

behold, the Lord cometh out of His place to punish the 

inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity:  the earth also 

shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain." 

 Isaiah 31:5, "As birds flying, so will the Lord of hosts 

defend Jerusalem; defending also He will deliver it; and passing 

over He will preserve it." 

 

Christian Fulfillment of the Feast of Unleavened Bread 

 

 The first day of Unleavened Bread was the night Israel left 

Egypt.  The present meaning is that Christians are freed from sin 

to become servants of God, Romans 6:15-18, 22-23; John 8:31-36. 



God is still setting people free from slavery to sin.  In the 

future, He will set the whole world free from sin. 

 The seven days of Unleavened Bread picture a Christian's 

life, his death, burial and future resurrection.  Romans 6:1-11 

and especially I Corinthians 10:1-11.  In I Corinthians 10, there 

is a warning to Christians.  Although they have been baptized 

following conversion, they must live  obedient and pleasing lives 

unto God.  Israel was baptized in crossing the Red Sea on the 

last Holy Day of the Feast.   God was later displeased with them 

and they died in the wilderness.  Will we learn the lesson of the 

Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread and follow the Eternal 

always? 

 

Jewish Encyclopedia (1907 edition), article "Passover" 

 

 Pesach comes from the root meaning "to pass by," or "to 

spare,"  "to skip like a lamb," or "to dance."  The Pesach feast 

tended to merge with the Mazzot festival.  Leviticus 23 is clear 

that Passover is the fourteenth day of the first month, and the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread is the 15-21 of the month.  "The 

setting aside, slaughtering, and eating of the paschal lamb was 

introductory to the celebration of the festival [of Unleavened 

Bread]."  Rabbis set the time when no leaven was to be eaten at 

noon on Nisan 14, and later moved it up an hour to be "safe."  

Others advised refraining after 10:00 in the morning.  The hamez 

(leaven) inspection was set aside for the night of the 13th, or 

the preceding evening if Nisan 14 fell on the Sabbath. 

 The Passover lamb represented a haburah, or "company."  The 

owner of the lamb, and his haburah, had to be pure, circumcised, 

and not defiled by touching the dead.  His ownership of the lamb 

must be beyond doubt.  Members of the family were kept apart by 

sexes to avoid provoking levity. 

 Jewish speculation has it that Passover preceded the 

Egyptian experience.   Passover would be a festival celebrated in 

early spring by shepherds before setting out for the new 

pastures, as the participants "danced" around the sacrificial 

offering.  The sacrifice of the firstling of the flock was a 

propitiation, to save the rest of the herd and even the 

shepherds.  Hence the word pesach came to mean "spared." 

 Circumcision was also a rite of propitiation, like the 

Paschal lamb, possibly a substitute for human sacrifice.  

Passover is connected with circumcision, for one must be 

circumcised to keep it.  That may be the reason why the lamb is 

set aside on the tenth day.  Three to four days were required to 

heal the wound of circumcision, Joshua 5:8 and Genesis 34:25. 

 

Article, "Holy Days" 

 

 On Holy Days, except Atonement, Rabbis recommend rejoicing.  

"It is customary to give new toys and fruit to children, new 

garments and ornaments to women, and have meat and wine on the 

table during these days.  The day should be divided into halves, 



one to be spent in eating, drinking, and amusement, the other in 

worship and study.  Fasting or the delivering of funeral orations 

is forbidden.  Too much drinking and excessive hilarity, however, 

are not encouraged." 

 Weekdays of Passover and Tabernacles are considered "semi 

holy days," and only certain kinds of work are permitted.  "No 

marriage should be celebrated on these days, on the principle 

that one joy should not be confused with another joy." 

 The haftarah (portion of prophets read after the reading of 

the Torah during the morning services on Sabbaths and Feast Days) 

for Passover is the vision of the dry bones, Ezekiel 36:37 to 

37:14.  For Tabernacles, it is the wars of God and Magog, Ezekiel 

38:18 to 39:16. 

 

Article, "Festivals" 

 

 The Hebrew word for festival is hag, and means "a day or 

season of joy." 

 

Article, "Leaven" 

 

 Leaven is called "the bread of affliction" because of its 

association with Egyptian slavery.   With few exceptions, 

Leviticus 7:13 and 23:17, leaven was forbidden in sacrificial 

offerings:  Exodus 23:18, 34:25; Leviticus 2:11, 6:10-17.  In 

later times, "leaven" and "corruption" were regarded as 

synonymous, Matthew 16:6-12; Mark 8:15; I Corinthians 5:6-8. 

 During the festival of mazzot, it was strictly forbidden to 

eat anything leavened, or even to keep such food on the premises.  

The punishment was karet, or excommunication. 

 

Article "Mazzah (plural, Mazzot)" 

 

 Mazzah is the primitive form of bread, known as poor man's 

bread, as he could not afford to wait even 24 hours for it to 

leaven.  Mazzah was necessary when a meal was to be prepared at 

short notice for an unexpected guest.  For example, Abraham and 

the Lord, Genesis 18:6; Lot at Sodom for the angels, Genesis 

19:3; and for Saul by the witch of Endor, I Samuel 28:24. 

 Mazzah is made hastily, lest even any spontaneous 

fermentation take place.  The usual form is round.  "Mazzah is a 

symbol of purity, while leaven represents the evil impulse of the 

heart."  Jewish tradition holds that mazzah is "an antidote to 

Egyptian slavery and corruption and a symbol of freedom and 

idealism.  Mazzah was to cure Israel and prepare him for the 

acceptance of the Torah." 

 

Article, "Seder" 

 

 Scripture does not record how and where the Passover lamb 

was eaten during the many centuries before the reform of King 

Josiah, II Kings 23, only that Passover was not celebrated 



properly.  There is no information as to how the night was 

celebrated in Temple times by Jews outside the Holy Land who did 

not go to the feast.  It appears that only the men were bidden to 

attend the chosen place, and Passover lost much of its character 

as a family festival. 

 

Articles "Month," "Moon," and "New Moon" 

 

 Psalm 104:19 says "He appointed the moon for seasons."  

Moons determine the Holy Days.  According to Jewish tradition, 

Nisan is the month of coronations, and is a sacred month because 

of the Passover. 

 The Hebrew word for moon is yerah, meaning "the wanderer."  

The word for new moon is hodesh.  The moon can be harmful to man, 

Psalm 121:6, or beneficial, Deuteronomy 33:14.  It is a symbol of 

eternity, Psalm 72:5, 7, 89:37; and its eclipse and turning to 

blood are tokens that God's wrath is at hand, Isaiah 13:10, 

24:23; Joel 2:10, 31.  The moon will shine like the sun, and the 

sun seven times as hot, in a future plague, Isaiah 30:26, just 

preceding the time when God's people will be restored. 

 In rabbinical literature, "the moon, on account of its 

monthly reappearance, is considered as the emblem of Israel;  the 

latter, like the moon, undergoing several phases through 

persecution without being destroyed."  And as the moon will shine 

like the sun, Israel will be restored by the Messiah. 

 Jewish tradition established a ceremony for the blessing of 

the new moon, with a prescribed formula chant.  In it was an 

expression of the Jew's messianic hope, because the Messiah was 

to be a descendant of David, whose kingdom it was promised would 

"be established for ever as the moon," Psalm 89:37.  The moon is 

thus a symbol of God's eternal covenant with David. 

 A reason why Passover falls on a FULL moon is that this 

shows that God delivers Israel fully, or COMPLETELY.  The 

Passover sacrifice is the first step to making us full and 

complete, and is an eternal sign of God's covenant.  The full 

moon Passover will either smite you, Psalm 121:6, or if protected 

by Christ's blood, protect you, Deuteronomy 33:14.  As a symbol 

of the covenant, the moon is an essential element of the Passover 

season. 

McClintock and Strong, Bible Cyclopedia, Article "Passover" 

 

 The lamb selected on Nisan 10, four days before Passover, 

is supposed to represent the four generations which had elapsed 

since the children of Israel had come to Egypt, Genesis 15:16. 

 Blood sprinkled on the two side-posts and lintel of the 

house represents the parts of the house most obvious to passers-

by, and to which Scripture texts were afterwards affixed, 

Deuteronomy 6:9. 

 The phrase "between the two evenings" in Exodus 12:6 is 

greatly disputed.  The Samaritans and others take it to denote 

the space between the setting of the sun and the moment the stars 

become visible, or when darkness sets in, i.e., between about six 



and seven o'clock in the springtime.  A Jewish commentator, Aben-

Ezra says it means the first evening is when the sun sets, the 

second is when reflected light from the sun disappears, an 

interval of about eighty minutes.  The majority of Jewish 

tradition, however, says the phrase means from afternoon to the 

disappearing of the sun, and that therefore the paschal lamb was 

slain after the daily sacrifice, and generally took place from 

2:30 to 5:50 P.M.  See Josephus, Wars, vi, 9, 3. 

 The Passover observed in Egypt was different than that in 

the land of Israel.  These are the differences between the 

"Egyptian Passover" and the "Permanent Passover":  (1)  In the 

former, the animal was killed by the head of the family in his 

own house, instead of with a priest's assistance at the 

sanctuary; (2) no firstlings were required to be offered, Exodus 

23:14-19, 34:18-26; (3) no sacrifices were brought, Numbers 

28:16-25; (4) the Hallel and other hymns were not sung, as 

required in later times, Isaiah 30:29. 

 With two million Israelites, assuming fifteen people per 

lamb, there would have had to have been 150,000 year-old-male 

lambs slain. 

 Some believe that the Passover was not kept from the 

wilderness of Sinai until Gilgal because the people did not 

practice circumcision and were legally excluded from keeping it.  

Many Jewish commentators state that Exodus 12:25 and 13:5-10 

plainly show that after the first Passover in the wilderness, the 

Israelites were not to keep it again until they entered Canaan. 

 

Ancient Jewish Observance 

of the Passover 

 

 The "Great Sabbath" is the Sabbath immediately preceding 

Passover.  According to tradition, Nisan 10 of the first Passover 

was on a Sabbath.  This would make Nisan 14 on a Wednesday.  On 

the Great Sabbath, the people were instructed in the duties of 

the festival.  Malachi 3:1-18 and 4:1-6 were read as the maphtir, 

or lesson for the day. 

 The evening of Nisan 13 was called "the preparation for the 

Passover."  Every head of the family searched for and collected 

by candlelight all the remaining leaven in the house.  After the 

search, he said, "Whatever leaven remains in my possession which 

I cannot see, behold it is null, and accounted as the dust of the 

earth."  What constituted leaven?  "Nothing is prohibited on the 

Feast of Passover because of leaven except the five kinds of 

corn, viz., wheat, barley, spelt, oats and rye."  Rice and millet 

were excluded, presumably because they aren't used in leavened 

products.  

 Nisan 14 was also, till the evening, called "the 

preparation for the Passover."  Leaven could be eaten only until 

midday.  All leaven collected the previous evening and discovered 

on this day had to be burned.  In modern times, all firstborn 

males above the age of 13 fast on Nisan 14, called the "Fast of 

the Firstborn." Every Israelite who was not infirm, ceremonially 



impure, or uncircumcised, appeared before the Lord in Jerusalem 

with an offering in proportion to his means, Exodus 23:15, 

Deuteronomy 16:16-17. 

 Israelites themselves killed their own paschal sacrifices, 

while the priests caught the blood and sprinkled it on the base 

of the altar.  The Hallel was repeated all during the killings.  

The lamb was then suspended on iron hooks from pieces of wood, 

and its skin taken off.  The viscera were taken out with the 

internal fat.  The fat was separated and placed in a large dish, 

while the viscera was washed and replaced in the lamb's body, 

Leviticus 1:9, 3:3-5.  The fat was then burned on the altar, 

along with incense, that same evening.  The lambs were roasted on 

a spit in an earthenware oven. 

 Nisan 16 is to the rabbinical Jews the "morrow after the 

Sabbath," the time when the omer of the first produce of the 

harvest was brought to the priest, to be waved before the Lord, 

Leviticus 23:10-14.  The Samaritans and Sadducees maintain that 

the morrow after the Sabbath is the first day of the week after 

the Sabbath during the Feast of Passover.   The omer was of 

barley, which is the grain that ripens first, before the wheat.  

The barley was ground to a meal, sifted, and mixed with a half 

pint of oil and a handful of frankincense, Leviticus 2:15, as on 

other meat offerings.  Immediately after the ceremony, bread, 

parched corn, green ears, etc., of the new crop were placed on 

sale in Jerusalem.  Prior to this, no new produce could be sold. 

The fifty-day count to Pentecost began on the morrow after the 

Sabbath. 

 The days Nisan 17-20 are referred to as "half holydays."   

People either left Jerusalem and returned home, or remained and 

danced, sang or played games.  No new graves were dug, nor wives 

espoused, nor houses, slaves or cattle purchased, except for 

festival use.  In the Temple, the additional festival sacrifices 

were offered.  Nisan 21 was another holy convocation, a high 

Sabbath. 

 

Meaning of the Passover 

 

 The exodus was thus looked upon as the birth of the nation; 

the Passover was its annual birthday feast.  Nearly all the rites 

of the festival appear to point to this as its primary meaning.  

It was the yearly memorial of the dedication of the people to Him 

who had saved their firstborn from the destroyer, in order that 

they might be made holy to Himself." 

 The lamb was regarded as "the great annual peace-offering 

of the family, a thank-offering for the existence and 

preservation of the nation."  It was the LORD's sacrifice, Exodus 

23:18, 34:25.  And "it was more ancient than the written law, and 

called to mind that covenant on which the law was based." 

 The use of unleavened bread, called bread of affliction, 

Deuteronomy 16:3, is significant, because the "meat [meal] 

offering" was unleavened, Leviticus 1:4-5, 7:12, 10:12, as was 

shewbread, Leviticus 24:5-9, and especially because unleavened 



bread was used in consecration of the priests, Exodus 29:23, and 

in the offering of the Nazarite, Numbers 6:19.  This shows that 

unleavened bread is connected with the consecration of the 

person.  Unleavened bread is pure, not corrupted. 

 Aben Ezra reports the tradition that the army of 

Sennacherib was smitten on the night of the Passover, showing 

that Passover signifies deliverance.  The offering of the omer 

may have denoted a deliverance from winter, as the lamb signified 

deliverance from the bondage of Egypt.  The consecration of the 

firstfruits is a natural type of the consecration of the 

firstborn of the Israelites. 

 Abib means "the month of green ears."  According to 

Gesenius, Nisan, the Babylonian equivalent, possibly means "the 

month of flowers," or "the month of new year's day." 

 

Hastings Bible Dictionary, Article, "Passover" 

 

 There are three views as to the meaning of Passover: 

 (1) Passover is the offering of the firstborn.   Genesis 

4:2-4 shows that Abel brought of the firstlings of his flock.  

"The Passover is the shepherd's offering, given in thankful 

recognition that the fruitfulness of the herd is from Jehovah,"   

Exodus 13:12.  Moses often repeated the demand to let the people 

go to keep a feast in the wilderness, Exodus 3:18, 7:16, 8:27, 

etc., and thus the exodus resulted from the command to keep the 

feast. 

 (2) Passover is a feast of atonement, because the Passover 

sacrifice is offered in place of the firstborn of men.  The 

firstborn were God's, Exodus 13:12, not Molech's, Leviticus 

18:21, II Kings 23:10, Jeremiah 32:35. 

 Ewald in Antiquities of Israel, page 352, writes:  "from 

the earliest times an atonement offering was an indispensable 

constituent of every Spring festival."  Passover comes at a time 

of transition in the year, winter to spring.  Man felt himself 

impelled to offer "sacrifices of purification and reconciliation, 

not alone on account of particular transgressions of which he 

knew himself to be guilty, but also to secure the Divine 

exemption and grace . . . during the new year . . . [so that God] 

might not slay him, as he perhaps deserved, but might graciously 

pass him over."  The lamb was thus an expiatory offering. 

 (3) Passover is a blood covenant which in the eyes of Jews 

signifies "the right of marriage" between them and God.  The 

certification of the union, and welcome of God to the household, 

is the blood on the doorway. Notice that the blood was not on the 

bottom of the door so entrance could be made without stepping on 

blood.  Hyssop was seen as a feminine symbol.  In the rite of 

circumcision, Abraham and his descendants supplied the blood of 

the covenant; while in Passover, the Eternal commanded the 

substitute blood of the lamb in token of His blood covenanting. 

 

Festivals of the Jewish Year 

by T.H. Gaster 



 

Omer Days 

 

 The seven weeks between Passover and Pentecost are known as 

Days of Omer [Hebrew for "sheaf"].  Every evening during the Days 

of Omer is a ceremonial counting, prefaced with citation of 

Leviticus 23:15, and followed by recitation of Psalm 67, "the 

earth has yielded her produce; God, our own God, is blessing us." 

 Omer Days are "a kind of Lent," accompanied by fasts and 

austerities in which certain activities, such as marriages, new 

clothes, etc., are curtailed.   Why the ban on marriages?  When 

the annual lease of life is running out, human increase is also 

arrested.  The Romans believed May marriages were unlucky. 

 

Some Commentaries on 

Key Passover Passages 

 

 I. Adam Clark's Commentary. 

Exodus 12: 

 4Rabbis allowed at least 10, not more than 20, people per 

lamb. 

 8Jewish custom was to boil flesh. 

 Some think the command to roast the Passover was in 

opposition to the Egyptian custom of eating raw flesh in honor of 

Osiris. 

 9with the purtenance thereof.  Purtenance means intestines, 

for these were used by heathens for divination, so when roasted 

with the entire carcass, they could not be so used. 

 10let nothing of it remain til morning.  This would prevent 

putrefaction or corruption.  Messiah's body saw no corruption, 

Psalm 16:10 and Acts 2:27. 

 11loins girded, shoes on feet, staff in hand, in haste.  In 

other words, ready to travel. 

 12gods of Egypt.  This could also be translated "princes of 

Egypt."  They too were judged, and punished in the plagues. 

 22bunch of hyssop.  Hebrew word is ezob, an herb used in 

sprinkling the blood of the paschal lamb and in cleansing for 

leprosy, Leviticus 14:4, 6, 51-52; in composing the water of 

purification and sprinkling, Numbers 19:6, 18.  Hyssop is a type 

of the purifying sacrifice of Christ, Psalm 51:7.  Moses used 

hyssop at the ratification of the covenant, Hebrews 9:19. 

 

II.  Cook's Commentary (1871). 

 Exodus 12: 9 

The entire consumption of the lamb  constitutes one marked 

difference between Passover and all other sacrifices, in which 

either a part or whole was burned and thus directly offered to 

God.  Except for the blood which was sprinkled (and the fat and 

kidneys, which were burnt), first on the doorposts, later on the 

base of the altar, the entire substance entered into the people.  

The head of the family always slew the lamb, even during Temple 

times.  Christ's blood was shed as a propitiatory sacrifice "but 



His whole humanity is transfused spiritually and effectually into 

His Church . . . in . . . the Christian Passover."ê 

 

 

 

Passover -- 14th or 15th? 

 

 There has been in existence for hundreds of years a debate 

between groups on whether the observance of Passover is on the 

evening of the fourteenth or the fifteenth of the first month 

Abib.  Hopefully this study will help some, the ones who are 

honestly trying to decide what to do.  For those who have already 

decided, made up their minds, have their minds set, then probably 

this won't be much help to them, but we'll pray that it will be.  

We base that on the examples of other people we've met that had 

their minds made up and no amount of help, teaching, talking or 

praying has helped them so far.  Hopefully this will be of  some 

help.  We must not give up trying. 

 First, let's look at I Corinthians 5:7, "Purge out 

therefore the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, as you are 

unleavened. For even Christ our Passover  is sacrificed for us:" 

(All quote are from the King James Version unless otherwise 

noted.  Some of the expressions have been changed to modern 

usage.)  This  shows that Jesus Christ was our Passover.  He was 

sacrificed for us. He was the Original Passover, or the true 

Passover lamb.  The lamb that all those centuries was pictured 

when the Israelites would kill them and pour out their blood, 

roast them, and eat them whole without breaking a bone.  This 

pictured our Saviour  Jesus Christ dying on the stake so that our 

sins could be forgiven. 

 Luke 22:19-20, "And He took bread, and gave thanks, and 

brake it, and gave  unto them, saying, This is my body which is 

given for you:  this do in remembrance of me.  Likewise also the 

cup after supper, saying, this cup is the new testament in my 

blood, which is shed for you."  John 6:53, "Then Jesus said unto 

them, verily, verily, I say unto you, Except you eat the flesh of 

the Son of man, and drink his blood, you have no life in you."  

This is a very important scripture.  It shows that if we don't 

eat and drink the Passover, take the Passover, eat the unleavened 

bread, and drink the cup of wine that symbolizes His shed blood 

for the remission of our sins then there is no life in us.  

 Our eternal salvation depends upon us taking the Passover.  

This day must be upon the correct day!  We must carry out the 

example of our Saviour the way and the time He showed us. 

 The example given in the Bible shows that the observance of 

the ceremony, in so far as what was done during the meal was 

changed, but He did not change the day of the observance.  He 

changed the ceremony, not the day.  What time do we take the 

bread and wine today?  The Passover meal, called by some, "The 

Lord's Supper," is a memorial of our Saviour's death.  A memorial 

is normally observed once a year on the date it commemorates.  

Take for example the 4th of July, Memorial Day, Labor Day, and 



whatever memorial you can think of.  The same is true of 

Passover.  It is a memorial of our Saviour's death and is 

observed once a year in commemoration. 

 

What Do The Emblems Of The Bread And Wine Represent?  

 

 This can be seen in Luke, but let's read Matthew 26:26-28, 

"And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and 

brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this 

is my body.  And He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to 

them, saying, drink you all of it;  For this is my blood of the 

new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins."  

We read in John that if we don't eat His flesh or drink His blood 

we have no life in us.  The bread symbolized His broken body and 

the wine His blood shed for the remission of our sins.  I 

Corinthians 11:29-30, "For he that eats and drinks unworthily, 

eats and drinks damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's 

body.  For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and 

many sleep." 

 These emblems were introduced while they were eating the 

Passover meal as Matthew 26:17 states:  "Now the first day of the 

feast of unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus saying unto 

Him, where will you that we prepare for you to eat the Passover?"  

Then verse 19, "And the disciples did as Jesus appointed  them; 

and they made ready the passover." Verses 20 and 21, "Now when 

the even was come, He sat down with the twelve.  And as they did 

eat, He said, verily I say unto you, that one of you shall betray 

me." Then verse 26, "And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, 

and blessed it, brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, 

take, eat; this is my body."  Luke 22:13-15, "And they went, and 

found as He had said unto them:  and they made ready the 

Passover.  And when the hour was come, He sat down, and the 

twelve apostles with Him.  And He said unto them, With desire I 

have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer."  And 

there are other scriptures you can look up such as Mark 14:12, 

18, and 22.  

 The Passover pictures the sacrifice of our Saviour and the 

death angel passing  over the Israelites while they were still in 

bondage in Egypt.  The Passover (keep this in mind) pictures the 

passing over of the Israelites in Egypt on that fateful  night 

when the firstborn were killed in Egypt.  The Feast of Unleavened 

Bread, as we will see later on, pictures their coming out of 

Egypt.  Let's go back to Exodus 12:24-27, "And you shall observe 

this thing for an ordinance to you and to your sons forever.  And 

it shall come to pass, when you be come to the land which the 

Eternal will give you, according as he has promised, that you 

shall keep this service.  And it shall come to pass, when your 

children shall say unto you, what mean you by this service?  That 

you shall say, it is the sacrifice of the Eternal's passover, who 

passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when 

he smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses.  And the people 

bowed the head and worshipped." 



 The next day was an Holy day, the First Day of Unleavened 

Bread. It pictured a day of deliverance from Egypt when they left 

Egypt.  The Passover was a time of solemnity, and quiet; they 

cringed in their houses as the death angel passed over, striking 

down the first born.  However, the next night they left Egypt 

with a high hand, as we will see later.  They rejoiced, 

worshipped, and celebrated.  It was a Night To Be Much Observed, 

and much remembered throughout eternity.  Exodus 12:21, "Then 

Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them, 

Draw out and take you a lamb according to your families, and kill 

the passover."  It pictures deliverance from death and not that 

of leaving Egypt.  Leaving Egypt was a time of rejoicing which 

the of Unleavened Bread was a memorial. The killing of the lamb 

alone was meaningless.  Trust had to be put in the blood, (the 

blood is now symbolized by the wine taken during the Passover 

service).  In other words, if they just killed the lamb and left 

it laying, it would have served no purpose whatsoever.  They had 

to take that blood and put it over their doorpost.  The blood was 

their salvation.  It was the mark that showed the death angel not 

to strike that household.  Remember these points that we have 

covered so far, because this is a key, as far as the service 

goes.  The Passover was a time of protection from the death 

angel, and the Feast of Unleavened Bread, was a time of 

deliverance when they left Egypt with an high hand rejoicing. 

 

What Does "Between The Two Evenings" Mean?  

 

 Now let's go to the Old Testament and read the instructions 

of the Passover observance.  In Exodus 12:6, "And you shall keep 

it up until the fourteenth of the same month: and the whole 

assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the 

evening."  This word evening, the way it is translated in the 

King James version, is deceptive because it is always translated 

evening.  Evening in the Hebrew is erev but this term, as you can 

tell by looking in your marginal reference, is "between the 

evenings."  The Moffatt and Jewish Publication Society 

translations show it means "dusk or dusky."  The lamb was killed 

after sundown but before darkness settled in.  The term is ben ha 

erevim which means "between the evenings" and the Jewish 

Publication Society translates the verse as follows:  "You shall 

keep watch over it until the fourteenth day of this month and all 

the aggregate community of the Israelites shall slaughter it at 

twilight." 

 Ben ha erevim means dusky, twilight or to grow dusky.  The 

same phrase is used in Leviticus 23:5, "In the fourteenth day of 

the first month at even is the Eternal's Passover."  Look up 

Numbers 9:3, 5  "In the fourteenth day of this month, at even, 

[between the evenings], you shall keep it in his appointed 

season: according to all the rites of it, and according to all 

the ceremonies thereof, shall you keep it."  Now verse 5, "And 

they kept the passover on the fourteenth day of the first month 

at even in the wilderness of Sinai:  according to all that the 



Eternal commanded Moses, so did the children of Israel."  This 

term at evening is the same term used in Exodus and Leviticus.  

It is only used about a half a dozen times in the Bible.  It is 

translated inconsistently in the King James Version and can be 

compared to making an appointment at midnight June the 1st.  A 

person could take that two different ways.  Would it be midnight 

May 31st, or midnight June 1st?  It is a very similar problem to 

the "between the evenings" of Abib 14.  It is the same situation.  

The period of time when one day ends and another one begins.  In 

the King James Bible the phrase ben ha erebim is translated 

evening and so is the word erev which does mean "evening" as will 

be pointed out later. 

 The other places where this term is found are:  Exodus 

16:12, (this will help clear this up), "I have heard the 

murmurings of the children of Israel:  speak unto them, saying, 

at even, [between the two evenings], you shall eat flesh, and in 

the morning you shall be filled with bread;  and you shall know 

that I am the Eternal your God."  This was the time of day that 

the quail began to settle down to roost.  What time of the day 

would birds begin to do this.  It would be at dusk or twilight, 

as it is growing dark.  

 The next place it is found is in Exodus 30:8, "And when 

Aaron lights the lamps at even, [between the two evenings], he 

shall burn incense upon it, a perpetual incense before the 

Eternal throughout your generations."  Exodus 29:39 and 41, "The 

one lamb you shall offer in the morning;  and the other lamb you 

shall offer at even:  [between the two evenings]. In verse 41, 

"And the other lamb you shall offer at even, and shall do thereto 

according to the meat offering in the morning, and according to 

the drink offering thereof, for a sweet savor, an offering made 

by fire unto the Eternal."  The Jewish leaders later on tried to 

justify killing the lamb on the fourteenth, later in the day, as 

the sun was moving toward sundown.  They killed it on the 

fourteenth and ate it on the fifteenth. You can't justify that 

from the Bible.  You wouldn't light lamps at three o'clock in the 

afternoon.  You would light them as it started to grow dark in 

the evening. Aaron trimmed them in the morning but lit them in 

the evening, at twilight, or dusk.  Numbers 28:4, "The one lamb 

you shall offer in the morning, and the other lamb shall you 

offer at even; [between the evenings]," verse 8, "And the other 

lamb shall you offer at even:  [between the evenings], as the 

meat offerings in the morning, and as the drink offering thereof, 

you shall offer it, a sacrifice made by fire, of a sweet savor 

unto the Eternal."  

 If we let the Bible interpret the Bible, which we must do, 

you cannot go to man's writings to determine what it means.  The 

Bible plainly shows that "between the evenings" is a time when 

birds start to look for a place to roost.  In another place it 

shows that it is a time when you would normally start to light 

lamps.  Would you normally light a lamp at 3:00 in the afternoon?  

I doubt you would light a lamp in the afternoon unless it were 

during the winter on a cloudy day or in the summer during a 



thunderstorm.  However, I doubt you would normally light one then 

unless you were reading, or doing something tedious that demanded 

a good light.  We've got to let the Bible interpret the Bible to 

tell us what ben ha erebim means! 

 Exodus 16:12 shows the quail would be available to them for 

eating at the time of ben ha erebim.  The birds would start to 

come in to roost at dusk.  In Leviticus 23:32, "It shall be unto 

you a sabbath of rest, and you shall afflict your souls: in the 

ninth day of the month at even."  That is how the word erev is 

used.  "From even unto even you shall celebrate your sabbath."  

From erev unto erev is the expression used.  There is no ben ha 

erebim used here.  It is clearly used here in reference to 

sundown, for we know that God's day starts at sundown as shown in 

Genesis 1.  It states the evening and the morning were the first 

day, the erev and the morning were the first day.  In each verse 

here erev is used for evening and not ben ha erebim.  In Exodus 

12:4-6, 8, "And if the household be too little for the lamb let 

him and his neighbor next unto his house take it according to the 

number of the souls; every man according to his eating shall make 

your count for the lamb.  Your lamb shall be without blemish, a 

male of the first year:  you shall take it out from the sheep, or 

from the goats: and you shall keep it up until the fourteenth day 

of the same month:  and the whole assembly of the congregation of 

Israel shall kill it in the evening, [between the evenings]."  

Verse 8, "And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with 

fire, and unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat 

it."  "At even" is ba erev meaning even or sundown.  Verses 11 

through 12," And thus shall you eat it;  with your loins girded, 

your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand;  And you 

shall eat it in haste:  it is the Eternal's passover.  For I will 

pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the 

firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast;  and against 

all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the Eternal."  

Ben ha erebim in verse 6 above means between the evenings, dusk 

or twilight.  It did not use the terms erev or ba erev which 

means evening or sundown, it uses the term ben ha erebim. 

 Exodus 16 shows that Israel had encamped on the Sabbath.  

If you trace their wanderings through the wilderness you will 

find the major encampments occurred on Sabbaths.  Exodus 16:1 

shows that they were there on the 15th day of the second month 

which was a Sabbath that year in 1487 B.C.  After His Holy 

Sabbath day, God provided meat for them to capture.  He provided 

the meat after sundown, during that twilight portion of the day 

when birds roost, but there is still enough light to distinguish 

objects.  The Jewish Publication Society's translation of this 

verse states:  "The Eternal spoke to Moses, I have heard the 

grumbling of the Israelites speak unto them and say by evening 

you shall eat flesh, in the morning you shall have your fill of 

bread and you shall know that I the Eternal am your God."  So God 

brought in the quail after sundown or during twilight. 

 Comparing the two scriptures Exodus 12:6 and Exodus 16:12 

using several major translations will help you understand the 



point.  In the RSV Exodus 12:6 ben ha erebim is just footnoted 

"between the evenings" and ba erev is just evening.  In the 

Moffatt translation the ben ha erebim is translated "between 

sunset and dark."  Ba erev is sunset or evening in that 

translation.  In the New English Bible ben ha erebim between 

sunset and dark, ba erev is evening.  In the Jewish Publication 

Society translation this ben ha erebim is dusk and ba erev is at 

even, or evening.  In the New American Standard Version the ben 

ha erebim is at twilight and ba erev is at evening, or even.  The 

term ben ha erebim as used in the Bible refers to a period of 

time after sunset, and never to any time before sunset.  

 Exodus 30:8 describes the tabernacle lamps, "And when Aaron 

lights the lamps at even he shall burn incense upon it, a 

perpetual incense."  That term shows it would be lit in the 

evening toward dark or twilight.  It would not make any sense to 

light the lamps and waste precious oil at 3:00 P.M.  The Almighty 

is a practical, conservative Being who does not waste anything!  

Exodus 12:18, "In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the 

month at even, [ba erev], you shall eat unleavened bread until 

the twenty-first day of the month at even."  This is a block of 

seven days in which we must eat unleavened bread.  This scripture 

shows that the time period begins at sundown and ends at sundown 

seven days later.  Remember, God's days begin and end at sundown!  

From sundown the fourteenth to sundown the twenty-first is when 

we are to eat unleavened bread which is observing the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread.  Leviticus 23:6 shows that we eat unleavened 

bread seven days.  Remember to always let the Bible interpret the 

Bible!  This scripture states:  "And on the fifteenth day of the 

same month is the Feast of Unleavened Bread unto the Eternal:  

seven days you must eat unleavened bread."  Use the Bible to 

interpret the Bible when in one place it states to eat unleavened 

bread seven days, and in another it states to begin eating it on 

sundown the 14th until sundown the 21st.  You will have no 

problem sorting out when the Passover is to be eaten and when the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread begins. 

 The Jews attempted to weasel their way around this command, 

whether intentionally or not, and killed the lamb on the 

afternoon of the fourteenth so as to technically keep the command 

to kill it on the fourteenth!  They would kill it later in the 

day as the fifteenth day was drawing near around 3:00 P.M. and 

then they would eat it later after sundown on the fifteenth.  

That is not what it says, as we will read later; it doesn't say 

that killing was all there was to it.  In other places it calls 

it observing or keeping the Passover.  Killing the lamb was not 

all there was to the Passover service.  There were other steps 

such as eating it with the herbs and the unleavened bread!  The 

point is they had to "observe" it. 

 

Until The Fourteenth 

 

 Read Leviticus 23:5 closely and notice what it says, "In 

the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the Eternal's 



Passover."  It doesn't say after or before, it says "in" the 

fourteenth day.  Numbers 28:16, "And in the fourteenth day of the 

first month is the Passover of the Eternal."  Verse 17 states, 

"And in the fifteenth day of this month is the feast:  seven days 

shall unleavened bread be eaten."  If it is true that the 

fifteenth day of the month is for eating the passover, then you 

would have to partake of the wine, which symbolizes the blood, on 

the evening of the fourteenth!  You would have to partake of the 

ceremony on the two separate days of the fourteenth and 

fifteenth.  You would take the blood as the fourteenth was ending 

and then wait around for a while and take his body as the 

fifteenth began.  You would in effect split the observance and 

the symbols of Jesus's body between two days! 

 There is no debate over the fact that the lamb was killed 

on the fourteenth. Exodus 12:6 says "keep it up until the 

fourteenth."  The Hebrew word translated "until" is "ad" and it 

first appears in Genesis 3:19, "In the sweat of your face shall 

you eat bread, till [ad] you return unto the ground;"  The Hebrew 

word "ad" means:  as far as, up to a point in time, as much as, 

even to, until, till or unto.  It does not mean through or past a 

point in time.  So they kept it up until and not past the 

fourteenth.  Then verses 7 through 12, "And they shall take of 

the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper 

door post of the houses, herein they shall eat it.  And they 

shall eat the flesh in that night [note in that night], roast 

with fire, and unleavened bread;  and with bitter herbs they 

shall eat it.  Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, 

but roast with fire; his head with his legs, and with the 

purtenance thereof.  And you shall let nothing of it remain until 

the morning;  and that which remaineth of it until the morning ye 

shall burn with fire.  And thus shall ye eat it;  with your loins 

girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and 

ye shall eat it in haste: it is the Eternal's passover.  For I 

will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite 

all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and 

against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the 

Eternal." 

 This scripture shows it was still the same night.  They 

kept it up until the fourteenth day, between the evenings they 

killed, roasted and ate it.  They kept it "that" night and the 

death angel passed through the land "that" night.  The same night 

they ate the Passover and put the blood on their doorposts, the 

night of the fourteenth. 

 

None Left His House Until 

The Morning  

 

 After the lamb was killed its hide had to be scraped clean 

and some of its entrails had to be removed.  Then the blood was 

sprinkled on the doorposts.  Exodus 12:21-22, "Then Moses called 

for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them, Draw out and 

take you a lamb according to your families, and kill the 



passover.  And you shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in 

the blood that is in the bason, and strike the lintel and the two 

side posts with the blood that is in the bason;  and none of you 

shall go out at the door of his house until the morning."  It was 

the same night and it says they could not go out until the 

morning.  

 The Hebrew word used here for morning is boker and means 

the break of day, or dawn or early morning.  Exodus 16:21, "And 

they gathered it every morning, every man according to his 

eating: and when the sun waxed hot, it melted."  This shows that 

morning was during the daylight hours as the gathering of manna 

in those times would have been very difficult in the dark.  The 

period of time was also noted as before it had waxed hot, or 

during the heat of the day.  Exodus 12:28, "And the children of 

Israel went away, and did as the Eternal had commanded Moses and 

Aaron, so did they."  So they stayed in their homes till morning 

according to the Bible, the Word of God. Now read verse 29, "And 

it came to pass, that at midnight the Eternal smote all the 

firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh 

that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the captive that was 

in the dungeon; and all the firstborn of cattle."  At midnight of 

the fourteenth, we are still in the fourteenth. 

 Now look at Verse 30 (it took awhile for the news of this 

tragedy to reach everyone), "And Pharaoh rose up in the night [it 

was still night] he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians; 

and there was a great cry in Egypt;  for there was not a house 

where there was not one dead."  The death angel passed over at 

midnight, Pharaoh rose up after midnight and it is called night 

in the Bible and not morning.  The Bible calls this period of 

time after midnight, night; it was still dark.  Now continue with 

verse 31:  "And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, 

Rise up, and get you forth from among my people, both you and the 

children of Israel; and go, serve the Eternal, as you have said."  

The Bible says by night, but it does not tell exactly what time 

of night it was.  

 When you read Exodus 12:3 and 7 it is obvious the children 

of Israel were in their houses and not in tents in Rameses 

waiting to leave.  Note the word houses in these scriptures.  The 

Hebrew word for house used in these scriptures is bayit, and 

means "houses" and not tents.  The Hebrew word for tent is 

succoth or ol and not bayit as is used concerning the lodging 

places of the Israelites and Egyptians in chapter 12.  

 Exodus 8:22 shows that the Israelites dwelt in Goshen.  

Goshen was an area at least three hundred square miles.  Before 

the exodus could begin many had to travel many miles to the 

meeting point.  At daybreak of the fourteenth the Israelites left 

their homes and continued spoiling the Egyptians on their way to 

Rameses.  Apparently, when you take into consideration Exodus 

11:2-3, after the ninth plague in 10:28-29 when Pharaoh said he 

would see Moses's face no more, the Israelites did do a certain 

amount of spoiling of the Egyptians before the last plague.  They 

more than likely knew prophetically what would occur next and 



started "borrowing" from the Egyptians at this time.  However, 

the bulk of the spoiling was done during the daylight portion of 

the fourteenth. 

 Exodus 12:33-36, "And the Egyptians were urgent upon the 

people, that they might send them out of the land in haste;  for 

they said, We be all dead men. And the people took their dough 

before it was leavened, their kneadingtroughs being bound up in 

their clothes upon their shoulders.  And the children of Israel 

did according to the word of Moses; and they borrowed of the 

Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment:  And 

the Eternal gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, 

so that they lent unto them such things as they required.  And 

they spoiled the Egyptians."  This shows that even if they did 

some of the spoiling back in chapter 11 the bulk of it was done 

after the death of the firstborn.  The Egyptians were more than 

willing to give the Israelites what they needed and get them out 

of Egypt lest they all be dead men.  The Egyptians urged them to 

leave and verse 36 shows that they were generous.  The Egyptians 

felt a since of urgency to be rid of the Israelites.  

 Moses knew well before the exodus that the Egyptians were 

to be spoiled.  Exodus 3:22, "But every woman shall borrow of her 

neighbour, and of her that sojourneth in her house, jewels of 

silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: and you shall put them 

upon your sons, and upon your daughters; and you shall spoil the 

Egyptians."  So they were prepared well before this last plague 

to spoil the Egyptians.  They possibly did spoil them to some 

extent before the fourteenth day and after the ninth plague. This 

conclusion is drawn from the prophetic statement of Moses, as we 

saw previously in Exodus 10:28-29, that Pharaoh would no more see 

the faces of Aaron and Moses. 

 The Israelites could not have left their homes on the night 

of the fourteenth because they were not to leave their houses 

till the morning.  Exodus 12:21-22, "Then Moses called for all 

the elders of Israel, and said unto them, Draw out and take you a 

lamb according to your families, and kill the passover.  And you 

shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in 

the basin, and strike the lintel and the two side posts with the 

blood that is in the bason;  and none of you shall go out at the 

door of his house until the morning."  This Hebrew word boker, as 

has already been proven, means a daylight period called morning.  

They were not to come out of their houses till daylight. 

 According to the authorities that I have read, it would 

take about an hour for a superior chariot driver to reach Goshen 

or Rameses from Zoan or Tannes which is where Pharaoh was.  It 

would take another hour to return.  You can look up Psalms 78:12 

and Isaiah 19:11-12 to prove that these were the locations of 

Pharaoh and the Israelites.  It would probably be nearing 4:30 

A.M. and daylight would be breaking in the eastern sky as he 

neared the camp of Israel.  The Israelites would have been 

waiting in their homes till daybreak to burn the remainder of 

their lambs. 



 It must be remembered that the Israelites numbered two or 

three million plus a mixed multitude and very much cattle as you 

can prove from reading Exodus 12:38, "And a mixed multitude went 

up also with them;  and flocks, and herds, even very much 

cattle."  The exodus would be comparable to moving a city the 

size of San Francisco, Dallas or St. Louis.  To say they left a 

couple of hours after midnight does not consider the logistical 

problems and ignores the clear command that they were not to 

leave at night!  Also, not taken into consideration is the 

spoiling of the Egyptians, Exodus 12:35. 

 

Israel Left Egypt On The Night 

of the Fifteenth  

 

 The Bible is crystal clear in its statement that Israel 

left Egypt on the fifteenth!  They left at night as the fifteenth 

began, Deuteronomy 16:1, "Observe the month of Abib, and keep the 

passover unto the Lord thy God:  for in the month of Abib the 

Eternal your God brought you forth out of Egypt by night."  How 

much plainer can it be?  It says they left at night.  God said 

not to leave on the night of the fourteenth, but it says they did 

leave at night.  So immediately people say they left on the 

fourteenth.  Jesus Christ said "think not that I have come to 

destroy the law" and immediately carnal humans say, "Jesus Christ 

came to do away with that harsh law of bondage". God said to Adam 

and Eve don't eat of that tree over there, eat all you want of 

any of the others but not that one, and immediately Satan tempts 

them into rebelling against God.  It is the same spirit at work 

in humans that causes them to rebel against the simple commands 

of God.  

 Numbers 33:3, "And they departed from Rameses in the first 

month, on the fifteenth day of the first month;  on the morrow 

after the passover the children of Israel went out with an high 

hand in the sight of all the Egyptians."  Remember earlier when 

it was shown that Passover is a night of solemnity.  They were 

crouching in their homes behind that blood that saved the lives 

of their firstborn.  The next night, the fifteenth, they left 

Egypt with a high hand, celebrating and rejoicing.  It had to 

take most of the daylight portion to assemble such a large mass 

of people.  Six hundred thousand men, when combined with the 

population of women and children, must have approached three 

million people!  This is an equivalent of eighteen Rose Bowls 

filled with people! 

 The Israelites marched in ranks, Exodus 13:18, "But God led 

the people about, through the way of the wilderness of the Red 

sea: and the children of Israel went up harnessed out of the land 

of Egypt."  Look in your margin and you will notice the word 

harnessed should be translated "by five in a rank."  They did not 

have semis, transport trucks, cranes, buses or trains.  They went 

on foot, or by donkey, horses or camels.  It takes a lot of time 

just to direct large crowds into or out of an area as anyone who 

has observed a large Feast of Tabernacles can attest to.  This is 



true of just a group of several thousand.  Imagine a group of 

three million with carts and herds of cattle and sheep.  It could 

not have been done in any thirty minutes time.  Army officers, 

who are specialists in logistics, said it could have been done 

between sunrise and sunset only by a master logistician.  

Remember that Moses had been a great general in Egypt and had to 

have been trained in organizing troops and moving them about.  So 

once again we see where God had prepared a person, years before 

the need for the training transpired.  This was all without the 

person even knowing what he was being trained to accomplish.  

 Each family would have had to travel from five to seven 

miles to assemble at Rameses.  They left their homes in the 

morning and it would have taken an average of three to five hours 

to make it to Rameses.  The majority would have arrived between 

noon and 1 P.M.  Given a couple of hours to water their 

livestock, rest and organize into ranks of five would probably 

put us between 5:00 and 5:30 in the afternoon.  This is still 

early afternoon.  The procession could have been as long as three 

miles.  It would take the last of the procession two hours to 

leave Rameses which would put the time around 7:30 P.M.  Remember 

Deuteronomy 16:1 where it says they left at night.  There was a 

full moon which would have given them plenty of light.  Also 

Exodus 13:21, "And the Eternal went before them by day in a 

pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way;  and by night in a 

pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night."  So 

they had plenty of light by which to travel. 

 It was not a night of "passing over."  It was a night of 

commemorating the day of the exodus.  Exodus 13:8-10, "And you 

shall show your son in that day, saying, This is done because of 

that which the Eternal did unto me when I came forth out of 

Egypt.  And it shall be for a sign unto you upon thine hand, and 

for a memorial between your eyes that the Eternal's law may be in 

your mouth:  for with a strong hand has the Eternal brought you 

out of Egypt.  You shall therefore keep this statute in his 

season from year to year."  Please note the phrase from year to 

year. 

 It should be very clear to all by now what the Bible says 

is the night of the Passover.  The Bible shows what the term ben 

ha erebim, means, between the evenings, when it's used in 

conjunction with the quails roosting and the lamps being lit.  

Erev is plainly shown to be sunset in Genesis 1 and in the other 

passages where it is used. 

 

In The Fourteenth, In The Fifteenth  

 

 Now let us look up some of the other scriptures in the Old 

Testament concerning the Passover.  Numbers 28:16-17, "And in the 

fourteenth day of the first month is the passover of the Eternal.  

And in the fifteenth day of this month is the feast:  seven days 

shall unleavened bread be eaten."  Remember the Passover is in 

the fourteenth and not the fifteenth.  If right here you are 

saying that the fourteenth day is the end of the day, then verse 



17 would have to be observed accordingly, at the end of the day 

and not the beginning.  You would have to do this to be 

consistent with the translation of these two verses.  If it means 

the fifteenth when it says the fourteenth then it would have to 

mean the sixteenth when it says the fifteenth.  Leviticus 23:5-6, 

"In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the 

Eternal's passover.  And on the fifteenth day of the same month 

is the feast of unleavened bread unto the Eternal:  seven days 

you must eat unleavened bread."  The fourteenth is the Passover 

and the fifteenth is the first day of the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread.  The Bible does not say that the fourteenth is the 

"killing" of the Passover and the eating is the fifteenth, 

contrary to what some people believe.  It says to observe the 

Passover in the fourteenth!  The fourteenth day is the Passover.  

The Bible says to keep the Passover in the fourteenth!  You are 

adding to God's Word if you say the Bible says to kill it on the 

fourteenth and eat it on the fifteenth!  

 In Numbers 9:1-3 we read, "And the Eternal spake unto Moses 

in the wilderness of Sinai, in the first month of the second year 

after they were come out of the land of Egypt, saying, Let the 

children of Israel also keep the passover at his appointed 

season.  In the fourteenth day of this month, at even, you shall 

keep it in his appointed season:  according to all the rites of 

it, and according to all the ceremonies thereof, shall ye keep 

it."  It says the appointed time is the fourteenth.  The Jewish 

Publication Society Bible translates it:  "The Eternal spoke unto 

Moses in the wilderness of Sinai on the first new moon of the 

second year upon the exodus from the land of Egypt saying let the 

Israelite people offer the passover sacrifice at its set time you 

shall offer it on the fourteenth day of this month at twilight, 

at its set time you shall offer it in accordance to all its rules 

and rites."  Now look at verses 4-14, "And Moses spake unto the 

children of Israel, that they should keep the passover.  And they 

kept, (note that it says kept not killed, killing was only part 

of the ceremony), the passover on the fourteenth day of the first 

month at even in the wilderness of Sinai:  according to all that 

the Eternal commanded Moses, so did the children of Israel.  And 

there were certain men, who were defiled by the dead body of a 

man, that they could not keep the passover on that day: and they 

came before Moses and before Aaron on that day:  And those men 

said unto him, We are defiled by the dead body of a man:  

wherefore are we kept back, that we may not offer an offering of 

the Eternal in his appointed season among the children of Israel?  

And Moses said unto them, Stand still, and I will hear what the 

Eternal will command concerning you.  And the Eternal spake unto 

Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If any 

man of you or of your posterity shall be unclean by reason of a 

dead body, or be in a journey afar off, yet he shall keep the 

passover unto the Eternal.  The fourteenth day of the second 

month at even they shall keep it, and eat it with unleavened 

bread and bitter herbs.  They shall leave none of it unto the 

morning, nor break any bone of it:  according to all the 



ordinances of the passover they shall keep it.  But the man that 

is clean, and is not in a journey, and forbeareth to keep the 

passover, even the same soul shall be cut off from among his 

people: because he brought not the offering of the Eternal in his 

appointed season, that man shall bear his sin.  And if a stranger 

shall sojourn among you, and will keep the passover unto the 

Eternal;  according to the ordinance of the passover, and 

according to the manner thereof, so shall he do:  ye shall have 

one ordinance, both for the stranger, and for him that is born in 

the land." 

 In II Chronicles 35:17, "And the children of Israel that 

were present kept the passover at that time, and the feast of 

unleavened bread seven days."  This shows that there were two 

distinct observances here and they are not one and the same.  To 

further prove this point read verse 1, "Moreover Josiah kept a 

passover unto the Eternal in Jerusalem: and they killed the 

passover on the fourteenth day of the first month."  The rest of 

the chapter shows that there was more to keeping the Passover 

than just killing it. 

 Now read Ezra 6:19-22, "And the children of the captivity 

kept the passover upon the fourteenth day of the first month.  

For the priests and the Levites were purified together, all of 

them were pure, and killed the passover for all the children of 

the captivity, and for their brethren the priests, and for 

themselves.  And the children of Israel, which were come again 

out of captivity, and all such as had separated themselves unto 

them from the filthiness of the heathen of the land, to seek the 

Eternal God of Israel, did eat.  [Notice that, they did eat, 

there has been no mention of another day beginning, it is still 

the fourteenth, and they did eat!].  And kept the feast of 

unleavened bread seven days with joy: for the Eternal had made 

them joyful, and turned the heart of the king of Assyria unto 

them, to strengthen their hands in the work of the house of God, 

the God of Israel."  This also shows that there was more to 

observing the Passover than just killing the lamb.  It says they 

ate it.  Also note that the word and comes before it says they 

kept the feast of unleavened bread, showing that the observances 

were separate. 

 Now turn and read Joshua 5:10-11, "And the children of 

Israel encamped in Gilgal, and kept the passover on the 

fourteenth day of the month at even in the plains of Jericho.  

And they did eat of the old corn of the land on the morrow after 

the passover, unleavened cakes, and parched corn in the selfsame 

day."  This says they kept it on the fourteenth day.  It was 

probably the fourteenth  day of the second month since they had 

been circumcised right before the passover of the first month and 

would not have been ready for that particular passover.  As the 

example in Genesis when Simeon and Levi had the Shechemites 

circumcise themselves and then on the third day when they were 

sore they attacked the Shechemites and killed them. 

 The Israelites would have had to have been circumcised 

before they could have partaken of the Passover as can be proved 



from Exodus 12:43-48, "And the Eternal said unto Moses and Aaron, 

This is the ordinance of the passover: There shall no stranger 

eat thereof: But every man's servant that is bought for money, 

when you have  circumcised him, then shall he eat thereof.  A 

foreigner and an hired servant shall not eat thereof.  In one 

house shall it be eaten; thou shalt not carry forth ought of the 

flesh abroad out of the house; neither shall ye break a bone 

thereof.  All the congregation of Israel shall keep it. And when 

a stranger shall sojourn with thee, and will keep the passover to 

the Eternal, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him 

come near and keep it; and he shall be as one that is born in the 

land: for no uncircumcised person shall eat thereof." 

 Now notice what is stated in II Chronicles 30:1-2, 5, 13 

and 17-18 "And Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah, and wrote 

letters also to Ephraim and Manasseh, and that they should come 

to the house of the Eternal at Jerusalem, to keep the passover 

unto the Eternal God of Israel. For the king had taken counsel, 

and his princes, and all the congregation in Jerusalem, to keep 

the passover in the second month.  So they established a decree 

to make proclamation throughout all Israel, from Beersheba even 

to Dan, that they should come to keep the passover unto the 

Eternal God of Israel at Jerusalem: for they had not done it of a 

long time in such sort as it was written.  And there assembled at 

Jerusalem much people to keep the feast of unleavened bread in 

the second month, a very great congregation.  For there were many 

in the congregation that were not sanctified: therefore the 

Levites had the charge of the killing of the passovers for every 

one that was not clean, to sanctify them unto the Eternal.  For a 

multitude of the people, even many of Ephraim, and Manasseh, 

Issachar, and Zebulun, had not cleansed themselves, yet did they 

eat the passover otherwise than it was written.  But Hezekiah 

prayed for them, saying, The good Eternal pardon every one."  

When you read the above verses you will notice in verse 15 that 

they killed the passover on the fourteenth and verse 13 shows 

that they also kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread in the second 

month. Now read verse 21, "And the children of Israel that were 

present at Jerusalem kept the feast of unleavened bread seven 

days with great gladness: and the Levites and the priests praised 

the Eternal day by day, singing with loud instruments unto the 

Eternal."  Now pay particular attention to verse 23, "And the 

whole assembly took counsel to keep other seven days: and they 

kept other seven days with gladness."  Notice it says they kept 

other seven days but does not say they kept another Passover 

sacrifice.  So the Passover is not included in the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread!  The Feast of Unleavened Bread is a separate 

observance from the Passover. 

 Ezekiel 45:21-23, "In the first month, in the fourteenth 

day of the month, ye shall have the passover, a feast of seven 

days; unleavened bread shall be eaten.  And upon that day shall 

the prince prepare for himself and for all the people of the land 

a bullock for a sin offering.  And seven days of the feast he 

shall prepare a burnt offering to the Eternal, seven bullocks and 



seven rams without blemish daily the seven days; and a kid of the 

goats daily for a sin offering."  This verse should be read in 

the Jerusalem Bible and the Rotherham translation.  There were no 

punctuation marks in Hebrew and they weren't really added until 

the ninth century.  So a semicolon in this verse would clarify 

the meaning as well as verses 22-23 where it is talking about the 

feast for seven days.  The New American Bible translates it, "On 

the fourteenth day of the first month you shall observe the feast 

of passover; for seven days unleavened bread is to be eaten." The 

semicolon stands in for a conjunction.  Read the semicolon as 

"and" for a correct understanding of the meaning of this verse. I 

also looked it up in the JPS "Holy Scriptures" and it was 

translated thusly, "In the first month, in the fourteenth day of 

the month, you shall have the passover; a feast of seven days; 

unleavened bread shall be eaten." 

 Passover is kept in the evening, I Corinthians 11:23, "For 

I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, 

That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took 

bread:". So it is kept in the evening, Matthew 26:20, "Now when 

the even was come, he sat down with the twelve."  Also, look up 

Mark 14:17 and Luke 22:14-20 which shows it was in the evening. 

Six places in the Old Testament says it was on the fourteenth. 

The verses that are clear and easy to understand show that it was 

on the fourteenth.  Don't fall into the trap that many of Church 

of God people have done to pick a scripture that is difficult to 

understand and attempt to destroy all the plain ones on the 

subject!  Passover in Hebrew is Pesah which has a root meaning of 

to hop, skip over or spare.  This refers to the death angel 

skipping over or hopping over the houses that had the blood 

applied.  It had to be the fourteenth because we are told the 

fourteenth is the passover.  The homes were protected on the 

fourteenth.  If the lambs were killed as the fourteenth ended the 

blood would have been applied at the beginning of the fifteenth 

which would have been too late for protection because all the 

firstborn would have already been killed.  If we take our 

Saviour's Passover now on the wrong day we are not covered under 

that blood either!  We must be sure we are taking it at the right 

time, observing the correct day.  It is important.  We don't want 

to be taking it too late for our protection as the Israelites 

would have done had they kept it on the fifteenth. 

 

Jews Passover Was Corrupted 

By Egyptian Influence 

 

 An interesting possibility for the Jews' switching to the 

fifteenth is recorded in a Good News magazine.  Palestine was 

under the control of the Egyptians from 301 B.C. to 198 B.C.  Dr. 

Lauterbach, one of Judaism's greatest historians, admits that 

this period was one of religious anarchy among the Jews of 

Palestine (Rabbinic Essays, page 200), when they accepted many 

Egyptian customs. 



 Herodotus who visited Egypt in the fifth century before 

Christ, reported that the Egyptians would only drink out of pots 

and pans which had been scoured every day.  They would 

religiously bathe themselves  twice each day, they shunned all  

foreigners, especially Greeks, and would destroy any vessel or 

utensil which had been touched by a Greek.  The Jews adopted this 

custom: Note Matthew 15:2 and Mark 7:3-8. 

 Prior to Egyptian domination, the Jews kept the Passover on 

the 14th of Abib, see Ezra 6:19-22.  This was after sundown that 

ended the 13th of Abib as we have expounded on previously.  God 

begins and ends a day at sundown.  The Egyptians commenced a day 

and ended it at sunrise (see Wilkinson Volume II, page 368). 

 During Egyptian domination, Jews were allowed to retain 

their calendar, but days began at sunrise.  This custom was 

adopted and persisted among Jews down to New Testament times, 

(see Jewish Quarterly Review, April, 1946, and Expository Times, 

June, 1948, pages 250-251).  The following shows the correlation 

of the two methods of starting and ending days in relation to 

Abib 14: 

 

Sunset Sunrise Sunset Sunrise Sunset Sunrise  

 

Abib 14.......................  Abib 15........................ 

Abib 16............................ 

God's Passover 

 

  Egyptian 14th.................  Egyptian 

15th............... 

  Jewish Passover 

 

 

 After Egyptian influence ended, the Jews retained the 15th 

on tradition -- what was good enough for my fathers is good 

enough for me.  Remember our Saviour's statement about the Jew's 

observing tradition in place of God's commands.  That is why I do 

not light candles on the Sabbath and wear a skull cap.  You don't 

know for sure what the Hebrews picked up from Egypt and Babylon 

when they were in Babylonian captivity. 

 Now let's skip over to the New Testament and see what is 

recorded concerning the Passover there. 

 

Killing And Eating The Passover 

 

 Three things had to be done when the Passover was kept: 

 (1) The lamb had to be killed.  (2) Blood was to be put on 

the door posts. (3) The lamb was then to be roasted and eaten. 

 Exodus 12:43-48 shows eating the Passover was a vital part 

of keeping it!  Not just the killing and sprinkling of the blood 

but the eating was a commanded part of the observance. When you 

say "keeping the Passover" it doesn't mean just killing the lamb. 

That is not keeping the Passover.  Keeping the Passover includes 

the eating of it.  So when you read Josiah "kept" the Passover it 



is not as some people try to say, that he killed it on the 

fourteenth and ate it on the fifteenth.  As we have read Josiah 

kept it on "the fourteenth of Abib".  Also, as has been stated 

previously if that reasoning is true Jesus would have had to 

split the meal between two days and drink the blood on the 

fourteenth and eat the bread on the fifteenth to retain the 

consistency of the command of God.  He did not do this. 

 Jesus' disciples knew that eating was part of the 

observance. Notice Matthew 26:17, "Now the first day of the feast 

of unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying unto him, 

Where wilt thou that we prepare for you to eat the Passover?" 

Jesus spoke repeatedly of eating the Passover, (for example see 

Luke 22:8, 11, 15-16). 

 The Passover also shows that the acceptance of the blood of 

the lamb for salvation involves "doing," "action," and not just 

lip service. Not just saying, "O.K. I've killed the lamb, now I'm 

saved, the lamb died, all I have to do is believe it died and I'm 

saved."  No, they had to "do" something too!  They had to accept 

that blood, take it, believe in it, and put it up over their door 

for their salvation.  They had to have faith that that blood 

would save them, but they also had to do something.  Obedience 

was required! 

 

New Testament Passover 

 

 Next we need to go over some scriptures in the New 

Testament that have some people confused.  Let's look up Matthew 

26:2, "You know that after two days is the feast of the passover, 

and the Son of man is betrayed to be crucified."  Notice that 

"feast of" is in italics and is not in the original Greek.  So 

what this scripture is saying is "after two days is the 

Passover."  It would also help you to look up this scripture in 

the Jerusalem Bible, The New American Standard and the New 

International Version. 

 Another scripture that causes some people problems is Mark 

14:1, "After two days was the feast of the passover, and of 

unleavened bread: and the chief priests and scribes sought how 

they might take him by craft, and put him to death."  Notice that 

"the feast of" is in italics.  Also, in verse 2 it states: "But 

they said, Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar of the 

people."  The "on" in this verse should be translated "during" 

and "day" is in italics. 

 We will now consider Mark 14:12, "And the first day of 

unleavened bread, when they killed the passover, his disciples 

said unto him, Where wilt thou that we go and prepare that thou 

mayest eat the passover?"  The phrase "when they killed the 

passover" should be translated, "when they were slaughtering the 

passover" as can be verified by checking the New English Bible. 

 Luke 22:1 and 7, "Now the feast of unleavened bread drew 

nigh, which is called the Passover.  Then came the [should be 

translated "a"], day of unleavened bread, when the passover must 

be killed." This shows that during the time of Jesus Christ the 



Jews had begun to call the whole block of time that was the days 

of unleavened bread by the name "Passover." 

 Matthew 26:17, "Now the first day of the feast of 

unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying unto him, 

Where wilt you that we prepare for you to eat the Passover?"  If 

you will notice in your Bible the words "day" and "feast of" are 

in italics.  This means they are not to be found in the original 

Greek manuscripts.  Without these words the verse becomes, "Now 

the first of the unleavened bread, (or unleaveneds), the 

disciples came to Jesus, saying . . . ."  The fourteenth had 

become known as one of the days of unleavened bread because the 

Jews believed that the leavening had to be out of their homes by 

around 10:00 A.M. on the fourteenth.  So the entire eight days 

became to the Jews the "Feast of Unleavened Bread."  As was noted 

above, they also called the entire eight day period by the name 

"Passover."  This quote can be read on page 21 in the booklet, 

"The Christian Passover -- When Observed, the Fourteenth, or the 

Fifteenth?"  However, the Bible commands us to keep seven days of 

Unleavened Bread.  The Jews developed this tradition of including 

the fourteenth as one of the days of unleavened bread. 

 Matthew 27:62, "Now the next day, that followed the day of 

the preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees came together 

unto Pilate."  If the first Holy Day of the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread were the fifteenth then it makes sense that the fourteenth 

served as the preparation day!  You may also look up Mark 15:42 

and Luke 23:54, which also shows that the daylight portion of the 

fourteenth was a preparation day. 

 Matthew 26:5, Mark 14:2 and John 19:14 show that the Jews 

hastened to kill Jesus before the Feast Day which was the first 

Holy Day or the fifteenth day of Abib! 

 John 13:27-29, "And after the sop Satan entered into him.  

Then said Jesus unto him, That you doest, do quickly. Now no man 

at the table knew for what intent he spake this unto him.  For 

some of them thought, because Judas had the bag, that Jesus had 

said unto him, Buy those things that we have need of against the 

feast; or, that he should give something to the poor."  This 

shows that this time period was not holy time as Jesus would not 

have sent someone out to transact business during holy time! 

 John 19:14 and 42, "And it was the preparation of the 

passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, 

Behold your King!  There laid they Jesus therefore because of the 

Jews' preparation day; for the sepulchre was nigh at hand."  When 

you compare these scriptures with John 18:28, "Then led they 

Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and it was early; 

and they themselves went not into the judgment hall, lest they 

should be defiled; but that they might eat the passover."  There 

is no doubt that the Jews kept the Passover a day later than 

Jesus did and the fourteenth was called the preparation day.  

Also verse 31 of John 19 shows this particular Sabbath was an 

"High Day."  There is no way that the fourteenth can be construed 

as the first Holy Day or first day of the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread based on these testimonies! 



 Mark 15:21, "And they compel one Simon a Cyrenian, who 

passed by, coming out of the country, the father of Alexander and 

Rufus, to bear his cross."  The phrase "out of the country" 

should be translated "out of the field" according to the Greek 

text. Unger's Bible Dictionary states he was a Hellenistic Jew, 

born in the north coast of Africa and present when the Holy 

Spirit was given, Acts 2:10.  No devout Jew would be coming out 

of the field on an High Day. 

 Mark 15:42 confirms that the fourteenth day of Abib was 

called the preparation day. "And now when the even was come, 

because it was the preparation, that is, the day before the 

Sabbath." 

 Matthew 26:36-45 gives the example of Jesus Christ staying 

up "watching."  This refers back to Deuteronomy 16:7 where the 

phrase "turn in the morning and go to your tents" was interpreted 

as having a vigil that night.  It was a tradition during that 

time period.  Matthew 26:30 should be translated "hymning" or 

singing hymns. 

 The head of the family and not the priests, as some have 

allowed, was to kill the Passover lamb.  Josephus recorded that 

on one year, 256,500 lambs were slain.  At ten persons per lamb, 

that would be two and one half million people.  There is no way 

that that many lambs could have been sacrificed in the time 

period required, unless the heads of families killed their own 

lambs! 

 Jesus declared, "I will keep the Passover with my 

disciples, Matthew 26:18, Mark 14:14 and Luke 22:8-11.  He kept 

"the" Passover on the scriptural date! He did not keep a symbolic 

one!  He called it the Passover! 

 Mark 14:12, "And the first day of unleavened bread, when 

they killed the passover," should be translated "And the first 

day of unleaveneds, when the Passover was being killed."  That is 

what the literal Greek contains.  The night before the Passover, 

as Nisan 13 began, according to Jewish law, all leaven had to be 

searched out, in all residences and properties owned by Jews. The 

leaven was then gathered and burned in the morning by 

approximately 10:00 A.M.  No one was to eat leavened bread in any 

form after 11:00 A.M.  The unleavened bread for the Passover had 

to be made and ready by approximately 3:00 P.M.  When Abib 14 

began, no leaven could be found in any Jewish residence.  So it 

was the first of the unleaveneds-first day of the year that could 

be considered unleavened. 

 Luke 22:15-16 reveals that, (1) Jesus kept the Passover. 

(2) It was a proper, scripturally based Passover.  (3) It was 

kept in the evening at the proper hour. 

 There is no indication in the scriptures that our Saviour 

kept the Passover on any other day than was explicitly instructed 

in the Old Testament.  If He had done so, He would have been 

disregarding and opposing the very instructions that He had 

inspired as the Eternal of the Old Testament! 

 John 13:1, "Now before the feast of the passover, when 

Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of 



this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in 

the world, he loved them unto the end."  The Greek word pro means 

before, ahead of, in front of. In John 12:1 the word pro is 

attached to six days. It involves a time period of six days.  In 

John 13:1 there is no indication of how much time is involved 

with the pro or before.  It could be one hour.  The scripture 

must be taken at face value!  John did not say it was a whole 24 

hours before the Passover.  He did not specify any definite 

period of time! 

 In John 2:13, 6:4 and 11:55 the term "Jews' Passover" is 

used. This is not referring to the date that was being observed 

but to the fact that during Jesus' time only Jews or Jewish 

proselytes observed the Passover, which is the case today for the 

most part. That is why the term used is "Jews' Passover."  When 

you mention you observe the Passover the question immediately is 

shot at you, "are you Jewish?"  People seem to think only Jews 

keep the Passover. 

 Jesus kept the Passover in the evening, and then went to 

the garden where He prayed.  About midnight He was arrested and 

led to the High Priest's house where He was tried and condemned.  

Then near dawn, He was taken to Pilate's Palace.  John 18:28, 

"Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and 

it was early; and they themselves went not into the judgment 

hall, lest they should be defiled; but that they  might eat the 

passover."  Jesus kept the Passover a full day before the Jews 

did.  This was the morning after Jesus and His disciples had kept 

it.  Jesus Christ kept it on the right day! 

 Next consider this quote, "Several Jewish scholars have put 

forth the view that in the year of Jesus' death, the Passover was 

observed on two consecutive days, because of different reckonings 

of its date by the Sadducees and the Pharisees respectively." 

This quote is taken from Theological Dictionary of the New 

Testament volume III. 

 For more proof of Passover being kept on different days by 

Jesus and the Jews of His day read John 19:31, "The Jews 

therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should 

not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath 

day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be 

broken, and that they might be taken away."  Notice the use of 

the words "preparation" and "High Day."  High Day refers to the 

annual Holy Days.  It is never used to designate the weekly 

Sabbath.  Which High Day?  It wasn't the Passover because the 

Passover was never commanded to be a High Day.  The Passover was 

a preparation day for a holy day that followed it!  The Holy Day 

that followed Passover was the first day of the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread. Jesus kept it on the fourteenth.  He set us an 

example that we must follow! 

 There are two scriptures that show that Jesus Christ was 

the lamb of God and would die.  "And all that dwell upon the 

earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book 

of life of the Lamb slain form the foundation of the world," 

Revelation 13:8. "And I will put enmity between you and the 



woman,and between your seed and her seed; it shall bruise your 

head, and you shall bruise his heel," Genesis 3:15.  There are 

more scriptures that point out that Jesus Christ was ordained to 

be beaten for the healing of our diseases and killed for the 

forgiveness of our sins. 

 At the hour the spear was thrust into our Saviour's side 

and blood poured out, the High Priest was slitting the throats of 

the Passover lambs that had been brought to the temple.  Jesus' 

blood was pouring out on the ground at the same time the blood of 

the Passover lambs was being splashed on the altar.  This does 

not negate the fact that they were keeping their own Passover 

date, and not the one ordained by the very being that was dying 

while they were defying His law.  This does not mean the Jews 

were killing the Passover at the correct time.  We have already 

previously proven the correct time for the killing of the 

Passover.  When Christ died, the veil of the Holy of Holies in 

the temple was torn from top to bottom, showing that access to 

the throne of God the Father was now open for all mankind!  God 

the Father thus revealed that He was rejecting the earthly 

temple, the earthly priesthood, and the earthly lambs whose 

throats had just been slit.  God had accepted the true Passover 

Lamb! 

 

Secular History Corroborates 

True Passover Date  

 

 Next we will go to sources that are truly secondary.  These 

are the writings of men in Histories, Commentaries, and 

Dictionaries.  These should not be used as our foundation!  We 

should always go first to the Bible and let the Bible interpret 

the Bible.  Let it be our guide and not the writings of men. 

 Right after the first century there arose a controversy 

concerning whether to observe Easter or Passover on the 14th of 

the month of Abib.  This controversy was called the Quartodeciman 

controversy.  One of the defenders of the 14th of the first month 

was Polycarp whom the Apostle John had appointed bishop of 

Smyrna.  A defender after Polycarp's martyrdom was Polycrates. 

"But Polycarp also was not only instructed by the apostles, and 

conversed with many who had seen Christ, but was also, by 

apostles in Asia, appointed Bishop of the church of Smyrna . . . 

.  He it was who, coming to Rome in the Anicetus, bishop of Rome 

around 154 A.D., caused many to turn away from the . . . .  

heretics to the Church of God, proclaiming that he had received 

this one and sole truth from the apostles . . . .  For neither 

could Anicetus persuade Polycarp not to observe it because he had 

always observed it with John the disciple of our Lord, and the 

rest of the apostles with whom he associated," Eusebius' Eccl. 

History, Book V, Chapter 24 in Nicene & Post Nicene Fathers 

Volume I. 

 "As for us, then, we scrupulously observe the exact day, 

neither adding nor taking away.  For in Asia great luminaries 

have gone to their rest, who shall rise again in the day of the 



coming of the Lord . . . I speak of Philip, one of the twelve 

apostles . . . John, moreover who reclined on the Lord's bosom . 

. . then there is Polycarp . . . these all kept the Passover on 

the fourteenth day of the month, in accordance with the gospel, 

without ever deviating from it, but keeping to the rule of 

faith," Ante-Nicene Fathers, Volume 8, pages 773-774. 

 In the 1970 Edition of the Jewish Encyclopedia the article 

on Passover has the following information:  "Pesach comes from 

the root meaning 'to pass by' or 'to spare.'  [The] Pesach feast 

tended to merge with the mazzot festival.  Leviticus 23 . . . 

seems to distinguish between Passover, which is set for the 

fourteenth day of the month, and mazzot, the Festival of 

Unleavened Bread, (Luke 22:1, Joseph Ant. II, 1, 3), appointed 

for the fifteenth day.  The festival occurred in Abib, later 

named Nisan, and lasted seven days, from sunset on the fourteenth 

day to sunset to the twenty first day; the first and seventh days 

were set aside for holy convocation, no work being permitted on 

those days except such as was necessary in preparing food 

(Numbers 28:16-25).  The setting aside, slaughtering, and eating 

of the paschal lamb was introductory to the celebration of the 

festival." 

 In the article entitled "Passover" from the Jewish 

Encyclopedia on page 553 we find, "Two festivals, originally 

distinct have been merged.  Their underlying ideas reappearing in 

both the legend associated with the holy day, and its assumed 

historical setting and occasion, and in their ritual." 

 Flavius Josephus was a Pharisee as can be proved from his 

own writings. In his book The Life of Flavius Josephus in 

paragraph 2 he states, "So when I had accomplished my desires, I 

returned back to the city, being now nineteen years old, and 

began to conduct myself according to the rules of the sect of the 

Pharisees, which is of kin to the sect of the Stoics, as the 

Greeks call them."  It will be seen from the following quotations 

from his works that the Passover and the first Holy Day of 

unleavened bread had become merged. 

 "As now the war abroad ceased for a while, the sedition 

within was revived; and on the feast of unleavened bread, which 

was now come, it being the fourteenth day of the month Xanthicus, 

[Nisan] when it is believed the Jews were first freed from the 

Egyptians, Wars of the Jews, book 5, chapter 3, paragraph 1.  

This quote shows the mixup.  The Israelites were freed from the 

Egyptians on the fifteenth not the fourteenth.  "And as the feast 

of unleavened bread was at hand, in the first month, which, 

according to the Macedonians, is called Xanthicus, but according 

to us Nisan, all the people ran together out of the villages to 

the  city, and celebrated the festival, having purified 

themselves, with their wives and children, according to the law 

of their country; and they offered the sacrifice which was called 

the Passover, on the fourteenth day of the same month, and 

feasted seven days, and spared no cost, but offered whole burnt 

offerings to God, . . . " Antiquities of the Jews, Book XI, 

chapter 10, paragraph 8.  "In the month of Xanthicus, which is by 



us called Nisan, and is the beginning of our year, on the 

fourteenth day of the lunar month, when the sun is in Aries, (for 

in this month it was that we were delivered from bondage under 

the Egyptians,) the law ordained that we should every year slay 

that sacrifice which I before told you we slew when we came out 

of Egypt, and which was called the Passover; and so we do 

celebrate this passover in companies, leaving nothing of what we 

sacrifice till the day following.  The feast of unleavened bread 

succeeds that of the passover, and falls on the fifteenth day of 

the month, and continues seven days, wherein they feed on 

unleavened bread; on every one of which days two bulls are 

killed, and one ram, and seven lambs." Antiquities of the Jews, 

Book III, chapter 10, paragraph 5. 

 It might be noted here that the Samaritans, holding only to 

the "Torah" believe  that the Passover is to be kept "between the 

evenings" as has already been pointed out previously.  They 

sacrifice it at twilight at the beginning of the fifteenth day of 

Nisan.  They observe a corrupted religion claiming it is the 

religion that Moses taught. 

 "But when God had signified, that with one more plague He 

would compel the Egyptians to let the Hebrews go He commanded 

Moses to tell the people that they should prepare themselves on 

the tenth day of the month Xanthicus, against the fourteenth, 

(which month is called by the Egyptians Pharmuth, and Nisan by 

the Hebrews; but the Macedonians call it Xanthicus,) and that he 

should carry away the Hebrews with all they had.  Accordingly, he 

having got the Hebrews ready for their departure, and having 

sorted the people into tribes, he kept them together in one 

place: but when the fourteenth day was come, and all were ready 

to depart, they offered the sacrifice, and purified their houses 

with the blood, using branches of hyssop for that purpose; and 

when they had supped, they burnt the remainder of the flesh, as 

just ready to depart.  Whence it is that we do still offer this 

sacrifice in like manner to this day, and call this festival 

Pascha, which signifies the feast of the passover, because on 

that day God passed us over, and sent the plague upon the 

Egyptians; for the destruction of the first-born came upon the 

Egyptians that night, so that many of the Egyptians who lived 

near the king's palace, persuaded Pharaoh to let the Hebrews go.  

Accordingly he called for Moses, and bid them be gone; as 

supposing, that if once the Hebrews were gone out of the country, 

Egypt should be freed from its miseries.  They also honored the 

Hebrews with gifts; some, in order to get them to depart quickly, 

and others on account of their neighborhood, and the friendship 

they had with them." Antiquities of the Jews, Book II, chapter 

XI, paragraph 6.  "Whence it is that in memory of the want we 

were then in, we keep a feast for eight days, which is called the 

feast of unleavened bread." Antiquities of the Jews, Book II, 

chapter XV, paragraph 1. The above quotes prove that there was a 

day of Passover and a seven day feast that followed.  It might be 

noted that the part concerning the Israelites being already 

gathered together on the fourteenth is not scriptural as we have 



already proved.  The scriptures state they were in their houses 

as he even proves when he wrote that they purified their houses. 

 "Comparison of the successive strata of the pentateuchal 

laws bearing on the festival makes it plain that the institution, 

as developed, is really of composite character.  Two festivals 

originally distinct, have become merged . . . ," Jewish 

Encyclopedia, Volume IX 1905, article "Passover." 

 Also read the material concerning the night to be much 

observed and the Passover in the book by Ceil and Moishe Rosen 

entitled Christ in the Passover. 

 

Conclusion 

 

 In conclusion, it is very simple to determine the truth if 

you let the Bible interpret the Bible and you have the Holy 

Spirit.  The writings of men only confuse, as it takes the Spirit 

of God to understand the Truth.  The Jews rejected the correct 

day of the Passover and in turn rejected the true Messiah.  If 

they had kept the right Passover maybe they would have recognized 

the Messiah.  Also, the Jews rejected the correct day of 

Pentecost and did not receive the Holy Spirit! 

 The Scribes and Pharisees were in authority but numerous 

injunctions and teachings of our Savior show they were far from 

being perfect in doctrine.  Examples showing this are Matthew 

19:1 concerning divorce, Mark 2:25-27 concerning the correct 

observance of the Sabbath, and Mark 7:6-13 concerning many 

traditions they observed. 

 I hope this study will help those who have problems with 

this subject.  It is with this fervent hope that the efforts have 

been expended toward that end. 

 It is mainly because of the warning of the Apostle Paul in 

Hebrews 10:25-31 that this study was written.  "Not forsaking the 

assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but 

exhorting one another: and so much the more, as you see the day 

approaching.  For if we sin wilfully after that we have received 

the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for 

sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery 

indignation, which shall devour the adversaries."  A person can 

be classified as an adversary if they fight against the truth of 

the Almighty.  "He that despised Moses' law died without mercy 

under two or three witnesses: of how much sorer punishment, 

suppose you, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under 

foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, 

wherewith he was sanctified, and unholy thing, and hath done 

despite unto the Spirit of grace?  For we know him that hath 

said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the 

Lord.  And again, The Lord shall judge his people.  It is a 

fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God." 

 The Bible is clear.  The observance of the Passover is 

twilight the beginning of the fourteenth of Abib.  May God give 

us all the strength to do what He says and not what men as 

deceivers dream up. 



 

--written by Ronald H. Stewartê 

 

 

Passover, Lord's Supper, or Communion? 

 

 

 Perhaps there is no other area of New Testament doctrine 

that has generated so much controversy as that of partaking of 

the symbols of bread and wine instituted by the Savior on the eve 

of His betrayal, arrest and death. 

 Some of the areas of disagreement are (1) when to partake 

of these New Testament symbols (daily, weekly, monthly, 

quarterly, annually 14th or 15th of the first month of the Hebrew 

calendar, and if so, which calendar), (2) what the symbols mean 

(transubstantiation, consubstantiation, or other), (3) what 

elements are to be used in the bread and fruit of the vine 

(unleavened bread, leavened bread; wine or grape juice), (4) who 

can partake of the elements (priests, entire adult membership, 

baptized believers only, etc.), (5) the order in which these 

elements are to be partaken (footwashing, bread, wine and many 

variations, and partial exclusions of these items),  (6) and what 

the ceremony is called (Lord's Supper, Passover, Holy Communion, 

Memorial Supper, Love Feast, Last Supper, breaking bread, 

Eucharist, etc). 

 It is this latter issue that is addressed in this article. 

Rather than being a minor question, we will see that the right 

name for this essential event teaches us vital truths as to what 

we are doing in this awesomely significant occasion. 

 

Importance of New Testament Ordinance 

 

 Make no mistake about it, unless we properly partake 

symbolically of the body and blood of the Messiah, we have no 

hope of receiving eternal life.  John 6:53-54, "Then Jesus said 

unto them, Verily, Verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the 

flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in 

you. Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal 

life; and I will raise him up at the last day."  If being 

resurrected to eternal life is important to us, we will have a 

serious concern for following specifically, exactly, what the 

Almighty has commanded us to do. 

 So what is the Scriptural basis for the name of this 

precious occasion of the partaking of Christ?  The basic passages 

are, Matthew 26:1-2, 17-30; Mark 14:1-2, 12-26; Luke 22:1-2, 7-

20; John 13:1-17; and I Corinthians 11:1-2, 23-34. 

 From these, it is very clear that the Messiah ate the 

Passover meal with His disciples, with the lamb, bitter herbs and 

unleavened bread as prescribed in Exodus 12:1-14.  In the midst 

of the Passover meal the Savior washed the disciples feet.  Then 

He took one of the pieces of unleavened bread and attached 

special significance to it.  It would represent His body, given 



for us.  Later, he took one of the Passover cups and attached 

special significance to it.  From now on, the cup would represent 

the New Testament in His blood, shed for our sins. 

 These three acts He specifically said for His followers to 

do until He comes back and partakes of it again with us when it 

is fulfilled in the Kingdom of God, Luke 22:16, I Corinthians 

11:26.  No longer would New Testament believers eat all the side 

dishes of a feast: lamb, herbs, etc.  Only the footwashing, 

unleavened bread and wine.  Paul told the Corinthians to eat at 

home before coming together to take the bread and the cup, I 

Corinthians 11:20-22, 34. 

 Notice that the proper title for the Old Testament 

observance was not merely "Passover" but really, "The LORD's 

(Yahweh's) Passover," Exodus 12:11, Leviticus 23:5, Numbers 

28:16, or "the Passover unto the LORD," Numbers 9:10, Deuteronomy 

16:1, II Kings 23:21, II Chronicles 35:1.  Who was the LORD, the 

Yahweh of the Old Testament?  It was the one who became the 

Messiah, Jesus Christ, I Corinthians 10:1-4. 

 The association of the Savior of mankind with the Passover 

is very important.  He is the true lamb of God, that takes away 

the sin of the world, John 1:29, Colossians 2:14, I John 3:5. The 

Messiah is our Passover slain for us, I Corinthians 5:7.  The 

lambs sacrificed under the Old Covenant pointed to the sacrifice 

of God's son and are now fulfilled in reality by the one 

sacrifice that can and does take away sin, Hebrews 9:27-28, 10:1-

22.  Thus, it would be wrong for us to continue to sacrifice a 

lamb and eat an Old Testament Passover meal. 

 

Is "Lord's Supper" a Correct Term? 

 

 Is the term "Passover" now obsolete?  Some who observe the 

New Testament  ordinance annually would have us believe that 

"Passover" is an obsolete term and "Lord's Supper" is the only 

proper term. 

 Fred Walter in the March, 1983, The Bible Advocate 

(published by the Church of God, Seventh Day, Denver) writes in 

his article "Lord's Supper or Passover, Which?" that (1) The New 

Testament ordinance is not "spiritual leftovers" of the Old 

Testament Passover meal, but an entirely new institution.  He 

says that the Lord's Supper is not a "warmed over" Christianized 

Passover observance.  (2) The Old Testament Passover commemorated 

the deliverance of physical Israel from physical bondage, but 

also pointed forward to the event of the soon-to-be-sacrificed 

Messiah who would deliver His people from the bondage of sin of 

which Egypt was a representation.  Walter says that the Passover 

has no place in the Christian practice other than to provide a 

memory of Israel's deliverance  and to point Israel toward the 

coming Messiah.  Christ's last Passover, Walter believes, was the 

last Passover to have any significance to Christ's followers.  

(3) Next, Walter says that the new emblems pointed forward only 

to the soon-to-be- accomplished events of Christ's death on the 

same day of Nisan 14.  He says that now we only look backward to 



the death of our Savior.  (4) Lastly, Walter says that because 

there is no tie between Lord's Supper and Passover, therefore, if 

one misses the Lord's Super observance at the proper time then he 

must wait until next year.  He is not to take it on the 14th of 

the second month as prescribed for Passover in Numbers 9:6-13.  

What "Supper" Means 

 

 Let us examine these points carefully.  Mr. Walter assumes 

that the title "Lord's Supper" is the proper term for the 

Christian ordinance.  There is only one scripture that one could 

possibly derive this title from:  I Corinthians 11:20,  "When ye 

come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the 

Lord's supper" (KJV).  The Revised Standard Version handles this 

section better (verses 20-22, 33-34),  "When you meet together 

[for the memorial of the bread and the cup, verses 23-26] it is 

not the Lord's supper that you eat.  For in eating, each one goes 

ahead with his own meal and one is hungry and another is drunk.  

What!  Do you not have houses to eat and drink in?  or do you 

despise the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? . 

. .  So then, my brethren, when you come together to eat [the 

bread and the cup],wait for one another -- if any one is hungry, 

let him eat at home -- lest you come together to be condemned."  

 Two possible interpretations naturally result from the 

usage of the term "Lord's Supper": (1) the partaking of the bread 

and the cup is not the Lord's Supper, it is not a "supper," or 

meal, only a symbolic ceremony, or (2) the manner in which the 

Corinthians partook of it, by some bringing food and making a 

feast out of it, was not the proper keeping of the Lord's Supper.  

Based on only one questionable text, it would be strange indeed 

to label the occasion  "Lord's Supper."  Just as strange as some 

Protestants who refer to Sunday as the "Lord's Day."  

 The Greek word for "supper" is dipnon.  The verb form is 

dipneo. In every case, this refers to a festive meal, not a small 

quantity of bread and a little of the fruit of the vine, but a 

large bountiful meal.  Dipnon is translated "feast" in Matthew 

23:6, Mark 12:39, Luke 20:46.  Examine Mark 6:21 (Herod's 

supper), Luke 14:12-24 (the great supper), John 12:2 (Lazarus, 

Mary and Martha's supper for Jesus), and Luke 17:7-8 (the supper 

of meat) and you will find in all these passages that dipnon 

refers to a filling "meat and potatoes" meal, never to a symbolic 

commemorative occasion. 

 Even I Corinthians 11:21 proves that "supper" means a 

festive meal.  Certainly the references to the Passover meal 

Jesus had with his disciples proves that "supper" is a physical 

feast, Luke 22:20, I Corinthians 11:25, John 13:2,4, 21:20. In 

Revelation 19 we see the use of dipnon to describe the marriage 

supper of the Lamb, in which the saints will feast with the Lamb 

of God, and the fowls will feast on the flesh of kings, mighty 

men, and horses.  No lack of food here! 

 "Supper" always means a festive large meal, therefore it 

would be ludicrous to refer to the taking of the bread and wine 

as a "supper."  Paul told the Corinthians to eat their "supper" 



at home so that when they gathered to take the bread and the cup, 

it would not be a festive supper, I Corinthians 11:20, 21. What 

was it then?  The "Lord's Passover," Leviticus 23:5. 

 

What Was Changed? 

 

 Proof that Jesus did not institute a new piece of bread, 

and not a new cup but that He attached special significance to 

one of the pieces of Passover unleavened bread, and one of the 

four cups of Passover wine, is given in our article, "The Order 

and Meaning of the Passover Service" and in the book, Christ in 

the Passover by Moishe and Ceil Rosen.  Christ used the old 

symbols and transformed them into something new.  He pointed out 

the true spiritual significance of the older ceremony. 

 What kind of God do you worship?  A God who changes Sabbath 

to Sunday, corrects His "mistakes" of bad laws and makes new laws 

to replace them?  Or, is your God one that progressively reveals 

Himself to mankind through meaningful object lessons, through 

physical ordinances intended to convey spiritual lessons, that 

become more and more significant as time goes on? 

 No, Christ did not destroy the Passover law, He fulfilled 

it, Matthew 5:17.  Christ is our Passover, I Corinthians 5:7.  He 

is the object and purpose of the Lord's Passover meal.  The new 

symbols point specifically to Him.  He is the lamb slain from the 

foundation of the world, Revelation 13:8.  The true Passover 

sacrifice was planned before the creation of man.  That is why it 

is absurd to say that the Christian ordinance is something new.  

It is the spiritual reality of the physical type.  Merely a 

higher form of God's unchanging purpose. 

 

Passover Observed By New Testament Church 

 

 Far from having no further meaning to the Christian, the 

Passover was noted by the early New Testament church, Acts 12:4 

(correctly translated "Passover," not "Easter"), and used as an 

object lesson by the apostle Paul to the Corinthians in I 

Corinthians 5:7. 

 One of the most convincing proofs that the Holy Days are to 

be kept today is that they were kept by the early New Testament 

Church.  Discovering this was one of the major proofs that led me 

to conversion.  Notice the statement of Polycrates of Asia Minor 

in the late Second Century AD, who gave this defense of the truth 

against Victor, Bishop of Rome, who was excommunicating true 

believers who continued to keep the Passover: 

 

As for us, then, we scrupulously observe the exact day, neither 

adding nor taking away.  For in Asia great luminaries have gone 

to their rest, who shall rise again in the day of the coming of 

the Lord . . . .  I speak of Philip, one of the twelve apostles . 

. . John, moreover who reclined on the Lord's bosom . . . then 

there was Polycarp . . . .  these all kept the PASSOVER on the 

fourteenth day of the month, in accordance with the gospel, 



without ever deviating from it, but keeping to the rule of faith, 

(from Ante-Nicene Fathers, volume VIII, pages 773-774). 

 

 How scrupulously do we observe the right day? 

 The Quartodeciman Passover controversy was the issue of 

when to partake of the bread and wine, on every Sunday as the 

Catholics did, or annually on the fourteenth as the 

"Quartodecimans" did.  The first 15 Judaeo-Christian bishops who 

administered the Church of Jerusalem up to 135 AD practiced the 

Quartodeciman (14th) Passover, basing themselves on a document 

known as the Apostolic Constitutions,  which  states:  "you shall 

not change the calculation of time, but you shall celebrate it at 

the same time as your brethren who came out from the 

circumcision.  With them observe the Passover."  Quoted by 

Bacchiocchi from Epiphanius in From Sabbath to Sunday, page 161.  

See more on page 13 of his book. 

 The Church of God, Seventh Day, has usually held to the 

term "Christian Passover."  At a ministerial meeting in 1884 at 

Stanberry, Missouri, which led to the organization of a General 

Conference, a sermon was given on "Observance of Christian 

Passover, and duty of feet-washing" (see my History of the 

Seventh Day Church of God, pages 100-101). 

 Gieseler writes in Church History, Apostolic Age to A.D. 

70, Section 29, that "heathen converts observed . . . the 

Sabbath, and in remembrance of the closing scenes of our Savior's 

life, the Passover, though without the Jewish superstitions."  

Cited by John Kiesz in A History of the Sabbath & Sunday, page 

13. 

 

Christ Will Keep a Future 

Passover With His Church 

 

 Does the Christian observance only point us backward to the 

accomplished events of Christ's death?  To so state this is to 

deny the plain scriptural facts. Jesus has not observed His last 

Passover!  He will eat and drink it anew with His true followers 

in the Kingdom of God, Matthew 26:29, Mark 14:25, and Luke 22:15-

18, "With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you 

before I suffer:  For I say unto you, I will not any more eat 

thereof, until it be fulfilled in the Kingdom of God."  This 

latter passage is clear Bible proof that Christ will eat the 

Passover in the Kingdom of God with His true followers.  Also, 

strange as it may seem, not until then will the Passover be 

fulfilled.  Passover has not yet been totally fulfilled!  It also 

pictures a future event:  our deliverance from eternal death and 

the marriage supper of the lamb, Revelation 19:9. 

 Christ ate the Passover in 31 AD.  He will eat it again 

when it is fulfilled in the Kingdom of God.  What will His 

followers do throughout the ages in remembrance of Him?  Partake 

of the Lord's Passover! 

 Ancient Israel partook of the Passover, of the Rock that 

followed them -- Christ.  We today are to likewise partake of the 



Passover -- to partake of Christ.  This is a critical matter of 

our spiritual survival.  That is why God instituted the law in 

Numbers 9:6-13 when someone who through no fault of their own, 

missed the Passover of the 14th day of the first month, could 

partake of it on the 14th of the second month.  Unless God 

specifically annuls His statutes, they are binding on us today 

whether or not they are repeated in the New Testament. 

 

"Passover," Not "Lord's Supper," 

Is Proper Term 

 

 In summary, usage of the term "Lord's Supper" rather than 

"Passover" is inappropriate because 

 (1) Supper is a hearty meal, which the ordinance of bread 

and the cup is not.   (2) There is no legitimate New Testament 

usage of this term in relation to the ordinance. 

 (3) The term Passover continues to be used in the New 

Testament after Christ, even to Gentile Corinthians. 

 (4) Christ did not change or destroy the Old Testament 

law;  He fulfilled the Passover and is (present tense) our 

Passover. 

 (5)Passover has not yet been fulfilled. 

 (6) Christ will eat the Passover again with His followers 

in the Kingdom of God. 

 (7) Only the usage of the term "Passover" connotes 

adherence to the 14th day of the first month of the Hebrew 

calendar.  One cannot say that Passover is done away and still 

say that the new ordinance must be kept on Nisan 14, and at the 

same time reject the regulations for the second Passover in 

Numbers 9.  Picking and choosing with God's ways lead to eternal 

death, Revelation 22:18-19. 

 (8) The arguments against "Passover" and for an annual 

"Lord's Supper" come from those who reject God's Holy Days.  (See 

our article, "Responding to the Attack on God's Holy Days.")  It 

is true that these same arguments can be effectively used against 

the weekly Sabbath as well.  Rather than face up to the 

scriptural facts that there is no basis for the term "Lord's 

Supper," they must astutely avoid anything that appears too 

"Jewish," because of their anti-Holy Day bias. 

 Non-Church of God people will miss what is meant by the 

term "Passover."  That is why the term "Christ's (Yahshua's) 

Passover" or the "Christian Passover" is better.  Otherwise, 

those that don't understand may think that a lamb is eaten in the 

manner of the Jewish meal (Seder). 

 

Communion is Inaccurate Term 

 

 Most Protestants use the term "Communion."  Catholics use 

the term "Eucharist" which is Latin for "thankful, to show favor 

to."  Again, there is only one scripture that connects 

"communion" with the cup and the bread, I Corinthians 10:16, "the 

cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the 



blood of Christ?  The bread which we break, is it not the 

communion of the body, of Christ?"  Also verse 21, "ye cannot 

drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot 

partake of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils."  The 

word "communion" is the Greek koinonia, which means "fellowship" 

or "the partaking of or with."  I Corinthians 10:16 is describing 

what the cup and bread are, the partaking of Christ.  Not the 

title of the occasion. 

 Because of this inaccurate usage of "communion," some have 

concluded that "breaking bread" refers to the ordinance of the 

bread and wine.  Acts 2:42 states, "And they continued stedfastly 

in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship [koinonia] and in 

breaking of bread, and in prayers."  Nothing is said about 

unleavened bread and wine. Merely fellowship, eating a meal, and 

prayers.  "Break Bread" was a common term to indicate eating a 

meal:  Acts 2:46, 20:7, 27:34, 35, and Matthew 26:26, compared to 

Luke 24:30. 

 

The Lord's Table 

 

 I Corinthians 10:21 uses another term some use in reference 

to the Christian ordinance:  "Ye cannot drink the cup of the 

Lord, and the cup of devils:  ye cannot be partakers of the 

Lord's table, and of the table of devils." Verse 16 shows that 

this refers to the bread and the cup.  Paul is referring to 

idolatrous worship,  eating things sacrificed to idols.  One 

cannot partake of both the Lord's table (Passover) and also eat 

things sacrificed to idols.  There is no reference as to the time 

of partaking of the Lord's table.  It does not say the Lord's 

table is partaken of daily.  From other scriptures, we know that 

it is annually.  Partaking of the elements on that table is 

called the Christian Passover. 

 

Conclusion 

 

 There is no scriptural basis for usage of the terms "Lord's 

Supper" and "Communion" as a title for the Christian ordinance of 

bread and wine. "Passover," specifically "Christ's Passover" is 

the only term which conveys the proper meaning of the occasion.  

Christ is our Passover.  When we partake (fellowship) of the 

bread and the wine, we are partaking of Him.  It must be an 

annual event on the night He was betrayed, the 14th day of the 

first month of God's calendar.  This event points backward to the 

deliverance of Israel (God's people) from Egypt (type of sin), 

and also to the sacrifice of the Lamb of God for our sins.  More 

importantly, Passover points forward to its fulfillment of the 

Kingdom of God. 

 Let's observe the Christian Passover at the proper time in 

the proper manner.ê_ 

 

Drink the Pure Blood of the Grape 

 



 

 Fermented wine, and not grape juice, is to be used for the 

ordinance of the Christian Passover. This article shows why. 

 Deuteronomy 32:9-10, 14, "For the LORD's portion is His 

people; Jacob is the lot of His inheritance.  He found him in a 

desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness; He led him 

about, He instructed him, He kept him as the apple of His eye . . 

. . thou didst drink the pure blood of the grape." 

 How God has blessed us!  The greatest blessing is to drink 

the pure blood of the grape, a symbol of the perfect shed blood 

of our Savior.  That is why at the Christian Passover we 

symbolically partake of the blood (the life) of the Messiah.  We 

are shown to be the Almighty's inheritance by partaking of the 

annual Passover.  Partaking of our Savior's body and blood at His 

table is proof we are His. 

 Many of Israel (Jeshurun) wax fat, forget the Eternal, lack 

faith, and worship other gods, Deuteronomy 32:15-31.  Verses 32-

33, "For their vine is of the vine of Sodom, and of the fields of 

Gomorrah:  their grapes are grapes of gall, their clusters are 

bitter: Their wine is the poison of dragons, and the cruel venom 

of asps."  The result is the Eternal's judgment, verses 34-43. 

 Genesis 49:10-12, "The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, 

nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto 

him shall the gathering of the people be.  Binding his foal unto 

the vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice vine;  he washed his 

garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes; His 

eyes shall be red with wine, and his teeth white with milk."  

Shiloh is a type of the Messiah, the perfect sacrifice for our 

sins. 

 

Grapes are Symbolic of 

the Fruits of Men's Lives 

 

 Matthew 7:16, "Ye shall know them by their fruits.  Do men 

gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?"  Luke 6:44-46 

shows that the fruits have much to do with what a man says, and 

whether or not he obeys God. 

 Revelation 14:14-20, God will reap for His winepress of 

wrath the "grapes," i.e. the rebellious people, whose lives have 

produced bitter fruit. 

 

Christ is the Vine, We Are 

the Fruitful Branches 

 

 John 15:1-16, God the Father is the husbandman, Christ is 

the vine, and we are the branches. Fruit borne on the branches 

comes from the vine.  Pruning is necessary to produce much fruit. 

Branches die if disconnected from the vine. They will be burned.  

Producing fruits depends on keeping the Commandments.  Lasting 

fruit is the reason why the husbandman (God) works with the 

branches. 

 



Christ To Abstain From the Fruit 

of the Vine -- For a Time 

 

 Matthew 26:29, Mark 14:25, Luke 22:18, "For I say unto you 

I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the Kingdom of 

God shall come." 

 Why?  Because, like the High Priest, He is serving in the 

Eternal's Temple, Leviticus 10:8-11. 

 

Fermented Wine Represents  

Shed Blood of Our Savior 

 

 Wine was offered along with the daily sacrifice (morning 

and evening) as a drink offering, Exodus 29:38-40.  Also Numbers 

15:5, 7, 10, 28:14.  (Note: 1 hin = 6 quarts, 1/4 hin would be 

about l l/2 quarts, or l liter.)  Wine was also part of the 

wavesheaf offering,  Leviticus 23:13.  Notice the different 

quantities of wine offered with different animals. 

 The various offerings show in detail the many aspects of 

the sacrifice of our Savior.  The living wine symbolizes the shed 

blood of our Savior, giving us the lesson that it was not by His 

death that we are saved, but by His life, Romans 5:9-10.  The 

life is in the blood.  Note:  the Hebrew word used for wine in 

these references is yayin, which elsewhere is proved to be 

fermented wine. 

 

Wine Is Fermented 

 

 Genesis 9:20-21, Noah planted a vineyard, drank of the 

wine, and was drunken. 

 Proverbs 20:1, Much wine makes you lose control of your 

mind; whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise. 

 Proverbs 23:20-21, Don't be an alcoholic, for the drunkard 

and the glutton shall come to poverty. 

 Proverbs 31:4-5, Kings and those in authority should take 

special care not to imbibe too much wine lest they forget the law 

and pervert judgment. 

 There is a time when wine should be used by those of a 

heavy heart or who are ready to perish, Proverbs 31:6-7, and 

those with stomach problems, I Timothy 5:23. 

 

Use of Wine During the Feasts 

 

 Wine is an important part of joyful observance of the 

Eternal's Feasts. Judges 9:13, wine cheers God and Man. 

 Tithes of wine are to be paid, Deuteronomy 14:22-27. The 

priest was to receive firstfruits of the wine, Deuteronomy 18:3-

5, Exodus 22:29. 

 Deuteronomy 16:13-15, the Feast of Tabernacles is a time of 

rejoicing after you have gathered in your corn and wine. 

Zechariah 9:16-17, 10:7 also shows the use of wine. 



 We are warned against drinking to excess, Isaiah 5:20-25. 

Verse 12: "the harp, and the viol, the tabret, and pipe, and 

wine, are in their feasts:  but they regard not the work of the 

Eternal, neither consider the operation of His hands." Because 

some abuse the use of wine, the Almighty says "I hate, I despise 

your feast days, and I will not smell your solemn assemblies," 

Amos 5:21. To those that "drink bowls of wine," Amos 6:6, He 

says, "I will turn your feasts into mourning," Amos 8:10. 

 

Wine in the Millennium 

 

 Amos 9:13-15 (Living Bible) "The time will come when there 

will be such abundance of crops, that the harvest time will 

scarcely end before the farmer starts again to sow another crop, 

and the terraces of grapes upon the hills of Israel will drip 

sweet wine!  I will restore the fortunes of my people Israel, and 

they shall rebuild their ruined cities, and live in them again, 

and they shall plant vineyards and gardens and eat their crops 

and drink their wine.  I will firmly plant them there upon the 

land that I have given them; they shall not be pulled up again, 

says the Lord your God."  See also Jeremiah 31:12-13. 

 

Wine is the "Fruit of the Vine" 

 

 During the Savior's last Passover meal with His disciples, 

He instituted the New Testament Passover.   He took the emblems 

of "bread" and "the cup" and made them represent His body and 

shed blood sacrificed for our sins.  Contents of "the cup" are 

called the "fruit of the vine," Matthew 26:17-30. 

 From an understanding of the Bible and history, we know 

that the "bread" was unleavened bread, which is used with 

Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread, Exodus 12:1-20. 

 What was the "cup" containing the "fruit of the vine"?  

Although the laws describing the Old Testament Passover do not 

mention the commanded use of wine, we have seen how wine is a 

part of the joyful observance of the Eternal's Feasts.  The 

Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread are joyful feasts, of 

which wine is an important part. 

 All reliable commentators agree that wine with the Passover 

meal was an established custom as early as Ezra's time.  Here is 

what Peloubet's Bible Dictionary, article "wine," states: 

 

The use of wine at the paschal feast [Passover] was not enjoined 

by the law, but had become an established custom, at all events 

in the post-Babylonian [500 BC] period.  No unfermented wine is 

now known in Palestine, and there is no evidence of its use at 

any time.  The fermentation of wine was not at all considered a 

similar substance to the leaven of bread, and was not at any time 

prohibited to the Jews [unless they were under a Nazarite vow].  

Most probably the simple wines of antiquity were incomparably 

less deadly than the stupefying and ardent beverages of western 

nations . . . .  A great attempt has been made to prove the wine 



drunk at the Lord's Supper unfermented, by and for the sake of 

the temperance workers of our day and nation.  Such attempts are 

apt to do more harm than good, among those familiar with eastern 

customs today, or the history of those nations. 

 

 At the Passover meal of the Jews, there were 3-4 cups of 

wine.  It was one of these that the Messiah  attached  special 

significance to, in making it the symbol of His shed blood. 

 

What Is the Cup of Blessing? 

 

 I Corinthians 10:16, "The cup of blessing which we bless, 

is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? . . . ." 

 Psalms 116:13, "I will take the cup of salvation and call 

upon the name of the Eternal." 

 Luke 22:17-18, "And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and 

said, Take this, and divide it among yourselves: For I say unto 

you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the Kingdom 

of God shall come." 

 Psalms 16:4-5, "Their sorrows shall be multiplied that 

hasten after another god:  their drink offerings of blood will I 

not offer, nor take up their names into my lips.  The LORD is the 

portion of mine inheritance and of my cup:  thou maintainest my 

lot." 

 The drink offerings of wine, which represented blood, were 

poured out on the burnt offering, and burnt along with it, 

Numbers 15:10, in the Holy Place, Numbers 28:7. 

 Isaiah  65:8  is closely related to I Corinthians  10:16. 

Protection is promised to those who drink the cup of blessing. 

"Thus saith the Eternal, As the new wine [Hebrew: tirosh] is 

found in the cluster, and one saith, Destroy it not; for a 

blessing is in it: so will I do for my servants' sakes that I may 

not destroy them all."  Those who drink this cup of blessing have 

the Messiah in them and the Holy Spirit of life.  They are 

promised protection and life, for wine represents the Holy 

Spirit, Ephesians 5:18. 

 

Is Tirosh Grape Juice? 

 

 In a futile effort to prove that grape juice is to be used 

with the New Testament Passover, some have said that tirosh means 

grape juice, not fermented wine. 

 Yayin is the common Biblical Hebrew word for wine, used 138 

times, of which 83 references positively are referring to 

fermented grape juice and the remainder may fairly be presumed to 

be likewise. 

 Shekar is used 23 times, and means "strong drink" made from 

substances other than grapes.  It is more potent than grape wine. 

 Tirosh is used 38 times, and is translated either "wine" or 

"new wine."  It is used in Judges 9:13 as cheering the heart of 

God and man. Psalms 104:15 states that "wine [yayin] maketh glad 

the heart of man."  See also Zechariah 9:17, " . . . corn shall 



make the young men cheerful, and new wine the maids."  So tirosh 

does the same thing as yayin.  Too much of it does the same as 

yayin, it intoxicates, Hosea 4:11, "wine [yayin] and new wine 

[tirosh] take away the understanding," (RSV). "New wine," is the 

wine that has fermented and been separated from the dregs, 

freshly bottled.  Through further aging it becomes yayin.  Some 

commentators say tirosh is the fermented product of the "must," 

the juice from the wine press that flows out by the weight of the 

grapes, before treading.  Tirosh cheers the heart! 

 So the tirosh of Isaiah 65:8, the new wine of the cup of 

blessing, is intoxicating. We have shown this from the Bible. 

 

Symbol of Unity, Holy Spirit, Sacrifice 

 

 In addition to typifying the shed blood of our Savior, the 

cup we drink symbolizes our sharing of His suffering and 

sacrifice. It is the means whereby we express our attachment to 

the Savior and to our fellow believers.  It shows our union with 

Him and each other, because it represents the shed blood that 

makes this all possible, I Corinthians 10:16. 

 The Apostle Paul exhorted us to be a living sacrifice, 

Romans 12:1-2.  He wrote that he was poured out like a drink 

offering for the sacrifice and service that he gladly performed 

for the brethren, Philippians 2:17.  Toward the end of his life, 

he said that he was ready to be poured out like a drink offering, 

II Timothy 4:6. He was willing to sacrifice his whole being for 

the cause of the Messiah. 

 We are to do likewise.  The Savior "poured out his soul 

unto death," Isaiah 53:12.  He is our drink offering, our burnt 

offering, our Passover Lamb.  Just as the wine was poured over 

sacrifices, and covered them, so the Holy Spirit (of which wine 

is a type, Ephesians 5:18) is bestowed upon those who have their 

sins covered by the blood of our Savior.  Could the symbolism be 

any more powerful?  Wine, pure fermented wine representing the 

living blood of the Messiah, is the "fruit of the vine."  That is 

what Deuteronomy 32:14 means in the literal Hebrew, "of the blood 

of the grape, you shall drink wine."  The word for "wine" here is 

chemer, or chamar regarded by Jewish scholars as equivalent with 

tirosh.  It is the same word used in Daniel 5:1, 2, 4, 23 for the 

liquid drunk at Belshazzar's feast.  Also the same word is used 

in Ezra 6:9 as part of the appointment of the priests, associated 

with the offerings. 

 

A Last Argument Falls 

 

 One of the most powerful arguments given in support of the 

use of grape juice for the Memorial Supper (New Testament 

Passover) is the use of Leviticus 10:9, "Do not drink wine nor 

strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into the 

tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: . . . ."  The 

priest, in performing service in the tabernacle, was not to drink 

wine (yayin) or strong drink (shekar).  This principle is 



certainly valid today.  An elder or minister, when delivering a 

sermon or study, or counseling people in spiritual matters, is 

not to consume alcoholic beverages.  

 However, some would extend this prohibition to the 

partaking of the cup of the fruit of the vine at the Memorial 

Supper.  They say we are standing in the presence of the Eternal 

doing a religious service and should therefore use grape juice 

and not wine. 

 What do the scriptures say?  Our Savior, in drinking that 

last cup before His death, said that He would not drink of the 

fruit of the vine until the Kingdom comes, Luke 22:17-18.  Why?  

Because He was to ascend to Heaven to be our High Priest, Hebrews 

4:14.  Leviticus 10:9 says that a priest, when officiating, 

cannot drink wine nor strong drink.  So, until His return, our 

Savior will not drink wine.  This absolutely proves that the Last 

Supper did have fermented wine, and not grape juice.  Otherwise 

our Savior's statement in Luke 22:17-18 in not true.  Rather than 

being a powerful argument in favor of grape juice, Leviticus 10:9 

with our Messiah's own words proves wine is the proper emblem for 

the annual commemoration of His death. 

 

The Cup of Wrath 

 

 There is the cup of blessing containing the blood of the 

grape, and there is an evil cup of the wine of fornication. 

 Babylon has a golden evil cup, and all nations are drunken 

with the "wine" of her false doctrines, Jeremiah 51:7, Revelation 

17:1-4, 18:6.  If we worship this beastly system, taking its 

mark, we shall drink the wine of the wrath of the Almighty, 

poured out with fury from "the cup of his indignation," 

Revelation 14:8-10.  This evil city and it's system will fall, 

being given "the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath," 

Revelation 16:19. 

 What about us?  Will we "drink of the wrath of the 

Almighty," Job 21:20, or the "wine of astonishment," Psalms 60:3, 

or the "cup of his fury," or "cup of trembling," Isaiah 51:17-23, 

or the "wine cup of this fury," Jeremiah 25:15-31?  The wicked 

shall drink of this cup, Psalms 75:8, 11:6, Obadiah 15-16. 

 What will it be, the cup of wrath, or the cup of blessing?  

Let us drink the pure blood of the grape, in commemorating the 

death, burial and resurrection of our Savior. 

 Let us use fermented grape wine for the annual New 

Testament Passover, as the Bible clearly commands. 

 

A Consideration 

 

 Proverbs 20:1 tells us that "Wine is a mocker, strong drink 

is raging:  and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise."  

Some, even in the Church of God, have had problems in the past 

with alcoholism, becoming addicted to alcoholic beverages.  The 

physical and mental addiction to alcohol is a mighty strong 

temptation.  If, through the help of the Almighty, one has 



overcome alcohol addiction, normally he must abstain completely 

from alcohol or he could lapse into his former habit.  For a 

former addict, even one drink could possibly drag him back into 

alcoholism. 

 Should a former alcoholic be required to take fermented 

grape wine for the Christian Passover service?  The Creator is 

more powerful than the most enslaving addiction.  According to 

the former alcoholic's faith should it be.  If he has the faith, 

the Eternal can give him the strength to take the little wine for 

Passover, and not return to alcoholic addition.  If he does not 

have the faith, he should consult the ministry, who in compassion 

should make available a non-alcoholic alternative.  This in no 

way is a compromise with God's Truth.  The ministry should help 

build up the members' faith, not destroy it!  It is a shame that 

some Sabbath-keeping ministers have actually promoted alcoholism, 

by putting pressure on former alcoholics to drink wine.  This 

should not be done. 

 However, this consideration should not lead us to create a 

"multiple choice" Passover service, with wine and grape juice 

regularly available as the members so desire.  If one does not 

have a problem with alcoholism, there is no other valid 

consideration, since the Bible is abundantly clear that God 

intends us to use wine for Passover.ê 

 

 

The Order and Meaning of Passover 

 

 

 At His last Passover meal,  our Savior said, This do in 

remembrance of  me."  Yet many professed believers do things He 

said not to do, or in a  way other than He said to do them.  This 

is certainly demonstrated in the many ways that the New Testament 

Passover, called the Lord's Supper by some, is observed. 

 Does it make a difference?  Is the order or manner of the 

service not important?   Or is it the heart and mind of the 

participants -- the attitude of faith -- that is the only 

consideration?  Can one prove from the Scriptures the order and 

meaning of the Passover service? 

 A careful reading of John, the sixth chapter, especially 

verses 47-58, shows that the proper partaking of the Son of man's 

body and blood is essential to having eternal life.  Notice the 

order, verses 53 and 54: the flesh, and then the blood.  The same 

order is given in I Corinthians 11:23-29.  Eating the bread, then 

drinking the wine, is shown six times.  Matthew 26:26-30 has the 

same order. Mark 14:22-26 is virtually the same as that of 

Matthew. 

 Luke 22:13-20, seems at first glance to show a cup, the 

bread, and then another cup.  Is this the proper order for the 

New Testament Passover?  To understand this, one must understand 

the order of service (Hebrew: seder) of the Old Testament 

Passover meal.  From Christ in the Passover by Ceil and Moishe 



Rosen, pages 50-59, we learn that the Jewish traditional seder 

service had four cups of wine, in this order:  

 (l) blessing over the first cup of wine by the head of the 

feast (the host), (2) ceremonial washing of hands by the host, 

(3) dipping of the bitter herbs, (4) second cup of wine poured, 

(5) asking questions by the youngest son ("why is this night 

different?" etc. following Exodus 12:26), (6) singing of first 

part of Hallel, Psalms 113, 114, and drinking of second cup of 

wine, (7) washing of hands the second time, as an act of respect 

for the unleavened bread they were about to eat, (8) blessings 

over the bread, (9) eating of the bread, dipped in bitter herbs, 

(10) eating of the Paschal lamb, (11) after supper, the host 

poured the third cup of wine, a blessing was said, and everyone 

drank it, (12) the second portion of the Hallel, Psalms 115-118 

recited, (13) drinking of fourth cup, (14) closing song or hymn. 

 During the eating of the Old Testament Passover lamb with 

the disciples, the Messiah instituted NEW ordinances, to replace 

the old ones.  As I Corinthians 11:20-34 indicates, the Old 

Testament Passover meal of lamb and bitter herbs is no longer to 

be observed.  The Hebrew Seder helps us understand Luke 22, as 

well as what the Savior did in attaching special significance to 

the bread and one of the cups of the Old Testament Passover.  

Luke 22:17-18 was the first cup.  Notice that Luke shows that the 

Messiah attached no special significance to this cup.  The bread, 

which followed, He did make special, symbolizing His body given 

for us, verse 19.  Of this, and not the first cup, He said, "this 

do in remembrance of me." 

 Likewise, the cup after supper (the third cup of the Old 

Testament traditional Passover meal), the Savior being the host, 

took, gave thanks, Matthew 26:27.  In Luke 22:20 He said "This 

cup is the new testament in my blood:  this do ye, as oft as ye 

drink it, in remembrance of me," I Corinthians 11:25.  It was 

this cup, after supper, that joined the earlier symbolic bread, 

to become part of the New Testament Passover. 

 The institution of the Passover in Exodus 12 shows only the 

Passover lamb, unleavened bread, and bitter herbs.  Nothing is 

said about cups of wine with Passover.  This was a Jewish 

tradition added later.  Surely our Savior kept no Jewish customs, 

or did He? 

 He did!  By the first century A.D., the Passover service 

had the hymns, hand washing and four cups of wine.  The 

celebrants reclined at the table in the Babylonian custom of free 

men (as opposed to Exodus 12:11).  The Son of man kept this 

custom!  Notice John 13:25, 21:20.  They were in a reclining 

position, so John could virtually lean on the Master's breast. 

 Luke mentions two of the four cups, the first and the 

third.  Early Jewish tradition says these were the most 

important.  The first cup was special because it consecrated the 

entire Passover service that followed.  The Savior said that this 

Passover service would be the last one He would observe with them 

until the Kingdom of God, Luke 22:14-18.  Tradition says that the 

third cup was the most important of all.  It was called the "cup 



of blessing" or the "cup of redemption," because it represented 

the blood of the Paschal lamb.  This third cup became the symbol 

of the shed blood of the Savior, the blood of the New Testament, 

Luke 22:20, the Christian "cup of blessing," I Corinthians 10:16. 

 Where does footwashing fit in?  Followers of the Watchtower 

movement keep the annual Passover on Nisan 14 with the bread and 

wine.  Yet strangely enough, they do not follow the footwashing 

ceremony shown in John 13:1-17.  When does this important aspect 

of the Passover occur in the New Testament order of service? 

 John 13:2 (KJV) says "and supper being ended." Verses 4-5 

show that the Savior rose from supper and washed the disciples' 

feet. It sounds like the footwashing should be after the supper; 

as is also the wine, Luke 22:20. 

 A poor translation is to blame for this misunderstanding.  

The literal Greek says "and supper taking place."  The Revised 

Standard Version says, "and during supper."  So the footwashing 

was not after the bread and wine, but before them, during the 

Passover meal.  This act was no doubt an extension of the second 

hand washing (item #7 of the traditional Passover service, as 

shown  above).  Washing was preparatory to receiving  the 

unleavened bread.  The Savior sanctified this new act, stating 

that it was an example for us to follow, John 13:14-17.  Will we 

follow what He said for us to do, in exactly the way He said? 

 Before we partake of the New Testament Passover symbols of 

bread and wine, we must be prepared mentally, by going through a 

physical act of footwashing to learn humility, and demonstrate 

humble service to our brethren. 

 The order of the New Testament Passover service depicts the 

life of the Messiah: (1) His humble service to mankind 

(footwashing), (2) His beaten body for our physical sins and 

infirmities (unleavened bread), I Peter 2:20-25, Isaiah 50:6-7 

(bread), and (3) His blood poured out for our sins, John 19:34, 

Isaiah 53:10-12 (wine). 

 Any other order of service does not depict the proper 

spiritual lesson we are to learn.  Sincere people, wanting to do 

what is right, may not always have the proper understanding in 

this matter.  The Eternal is the judge.  We who desire to worship 

the Creator in spirit (attitude) and in truth (exactly as He 

says), John 4:24, should follow the proper order of service. 

 The apostle Paul received an order of service from the 

Master and he delivered the same to us, not deviating from it one 

iota, I Corinthians 11:23-25.  Will we deviate from it?  It does 

make a difference, Revelation 22:18-19, Deuteronomy 4:2, 12:32. 

 We now have at least three major proofs that the proper 

order of the New Testament Passover service is footwashing, 

unleavened bread, and wine: 

 

(1) The witness of scripture, many scriptures, 

(2) the witness of tradition, that of the ancient Jews, the New 

Testament Church, and the 19th and 20th century Churches of God. 

(3) The witness of scriptural object lessons, the meaning behind 

the physical rituals. 



 

 In the mouth of two or three witnesses let everything be 

established, Matthew 18:16. 

 Some weak First Century A.D. believers were not careful 

with the ordinances they received. They gave up the Sabbath for 

Sunday, the Passover for Easter, etc.  It does make a difference.  

To be careless about how we partake of the Passover is one way to 

partake of it in an unworthy manner, I Corinthians 11:27-30. 

 Let us partake of the Passover, in obedience to the 

Eternal. Let us have the right heart, mind and spiritual attitude 

as well as being careful about how we obey.  Heb- 

rews 10:22 tells us that when we draw near unto Him, let us have 

pure hearts in full faith.  Also, let us have our bodies (all 

physical aspects) washed in pure water, that is, all the physical 

things in the proper order as well.  If we know these things and 

do them, we will have great joy, John 13:17.ê 

 

 

Why Do We Take the New Testament Passover? 

 

 

 On a night this spring, groups of New Testament believers 

around the world will gather to observe the ordinances of the 

Christian Passover.  This annual memorial of the Last Supper of 

Jesus is on the 14th day of first month of the Hebrew calendar.  

Modern disciples will partake of the symbols instituted by the 

Savior of mankind to represent His humility and service, His body 

broken for us, and His blood shed for our sins. 

 Why will these New Testament believers wash one another's 

feet, eat broken unleavened bread, and drink the fruit of the 

vine? Because the Messiah said "do this in remembrance of me."  

Individually these Bible believers have a great love and 

reverence for the Son of God who died that we might have eternal 

life. Not once a week, not once a month, but annually we partake 

of the sacred emblems, in loving obedience to the example and 

command of the Messiah. 

 It is fitting and proper at this time of year that we 

examine ourselves, II Corinthians 13:5, making sure that we do 

not eat and drink damnation to ourselves, I Corinthians 11:23-34. 

 Here are some reminders to help us prepare for this most 

awesome day of the year: 

 (1) We are to remember the broken body of our Savior, who 

was brutally scourged for our physical sins against our own 

bodies, Psalms 22, Isaiah 52:13-15, 53:1-12. Truly, with His 

stripes we are healed, I Peter 2:21-25.  We cannot partake of the 

broken unleavened bread without remembering how much physical 

pain the Master suffered.  Eating the right kinds of foods, 

getting exercise, and obeying all the other laws of health is 

good, but we must trust the Eternal for healing when and if we 

get sick.  These revealed ways of living are more meaningful each 

year. 



 It is encouraging that so many believers are taking a 

renewed interest in zealously taking care of the temple of the 

Holy Spirit -- their bodies.  The Messiah endured the mutilation 

of His sinless body, not for us to eat unclean or unwholesome 

foods and pump our bodies full of drugs and medicines, but for us 

to take clean living seriously.  Judas didn't take the execution 

of Yahshua seriously until it was too late.  The broken bread 

should awake us all to the seriousness of I Corinthians 6:15-20.  

Never should the bread be taken lightly.     

 (2) We are to symbolically partake of the blood (the life) 

of the Savior. Drinking physical blood is a sin! Leviticus 7:26-

27.  There is life in the blood.  Many religious people will 

partake of the lifeblood of their human leader rather than their 

Savior.  That is, they will follow him (or her) no matter what.  

What a grievous sin.  By symbolically taking the life of the Son 

of the Most High,  we allow Him to live in us, to direct us, ALL 

our thoughts and ALL our actions. 

 This year, is your life more like your Savior's than it was 

at Passover last year, or many years ago?  If it is, then you are 

surrendering to the New Will and Testament.  and the laws of the 

Eternal are being written indelibly in your heart and mind.  Miss 

or forget the Passover?  How could we?  Not if we are His! 

 The message within the cup is that this cup is a difficult 

one to drink.  That is why if there are some unusual 

circumstances that force one to miss the Passover, he must take 

it on the 14th day of the second month, Numbers 9:1-14.  There is 

no excuse for missing the Passover.  A baptized believer must 

either keep it or die!  John 6:30-69.  This is a hard saying, 

because we have seen many of our former brothers and sisters in 

the faith turn back.  They have died spiritually because they 

have not understood the full meaning of the Passover.  Our loving 

Father sent His own dear Son to live a sinless life, to die in 

our stead and rise again.  All this so that we might have our 

sins forgiven, receive the Spirit within us and someday live 

forever in His kingdom. 

 Tremble when you drink that cup!  If you keep drinking it, 

never turning back, you will partake of its full meaning:  that 

of laying down your life for others.  The Savior said, "Ye shall 

drink indeed of my cup" Matthew 20:23.  This means persecution 

and martyrdom for some, Acts 12:2, Revelation 1:9.  For ALL it 

means self-sacrifice, a continued living sacrifice, Romans 12:1-

2.  Remember, we are called to live the same life of hardship as 

the Savior Himself lived, I Peter 2:21. 

 For some, drinking the cup in its true meaning is almost as 

revolting as drinking physical blood.  They are too caught up in 

themselves to truly partake of it, John 6:66.  (Maybe it isn't a 

coincidence that this verse is 666.) 

 Thinking about death is not morbid if it is a Holy 

sacrifice, pleasing and acceptable to the Father.  We take the 

cup because we need it.  We need that blood to cover our sins, 

and must be willing to lay down our lives for others. 



 (3) We are to examine ourselves, critically judge 

ourselves.  If we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged 

by the Eternal, I Corinthians 11:28-31. 

 It is so easy to judge and criticize others, but because we 

are so stubborn, we often fail to listen to criticisms of 

ourselves by others.  It is so hard to see our own imperfections 

and shortcomings.  There is a way to show someone where they have 

gone wrong without making them feel hopelessly inept.  Even when 

receiving virulent criticisms and seemingly unwarranted 

condemnations from others, you should always attempt to listen to 

what they are saying.  You should consider the possibility that 

what they are saying could be true. 

 Passover should lead us to seek criticism from others for 

our actions, to listen to what others say about us without 

emotion. Fasting should be done by everyone a few weeks or days 

before Passover.  To break the bands of iniquity, we must sit 

still and listen.  If you have wronged someone, attempt to make 

amends before you come to the altar, Matthew 5:23-24.  Jezebel 

did not listen to the warning of the LORD from Elijah.  Will we 

listen when others point out our faults? 

 (4) We are to "tarry one for another," I Corinthians 

11:33.  Certainly the footwashing ceremony, preceding the taking 

of the bread and wine, is symbolic of this admonition.  "Tarry" 

is an old English word meaning simply "to wait, wait on."  Some 

in Corinth were turning the New Ordinances into a big meal like 

it was under the Old Testament.  Paul told them not to make the 

New Passover into a "Lord's Supper," I Corinthians 11:19-22.  If 

you are hungry, eat at home so that when you come to the New 

Testament Passover,  you are not condemned for riotous 

banqueting, verses 34, 21. 

 Passover brings to mind some sad memories of an experience 

a few years ago.  The person called upon to open the services for 

Passover with prayer thanked God that we were not like others who 

had turned their back on the truth.  This is a wrong attitude. 

Instead, our prayer at Passover should be: "Eternal, you know our 

faults and sins, please help us to overcome and not turn back 

from you.  Help those who have strayed from your paths.  Restore 

them, and us, for we have not been perfect in your sight." 

 A very dear friend was against me for sharing the truth of 

the Almighty with others, especially with those who have been 

"turned off" by former religious experiences."  "I realize," this 

minister wrote, "there have been many people hurt by these 

happenings, many that we grew to love and respect are completely 

turned off, but I do not hold myself responsible for what 

happened.  Therefore I do not have some guilt complex driving me 

on to 'save' them.  If I can remain faithful to the Truth as I 

understood and accepted it, then I feel that some day I may be 

given an opportunity to truly help them, when they desire it, and 

need it."  So basically, this man's conclusion was that we should 

not bother to "tarry one for another."  Thankfully,  he has 

modified his views somewhat since then. 



 Passover brings to full light the travesty of this type of 

wrong attitude.  Even though we didn't ask for help, and didn't 

know we needed it, the Messiah is the one Being who cared for us 

enough to die in order for us to be brought up out of this 

cesspool of sin.  How wonderful that we can cast ALL our cares 

upon Him who is personally concerned for each one of us, I Peter 

5:7. 

 There are thousands of "true believers" who will this 

Passover go through the motions.  They will wash one another's 

feet, and yet totally miss the point that we are to be living 

sacrifices.  We are to serve one another daily out of true 

sincerity, and not because of the acclaim it will bring us:  "by 

love serve one another," Galatians 5:13. 

 The sense of "tarry one for another" can also mean "wait 

patiently for" as well as "wait on" or "serve" one another. 

 (5) Those who truly follow the Master and have been called 

by Him must be born from above, John 3:3 (Oxford marginal 

rendering).  They must be begotten with the earnest of the Holy 

Spirit, Ephesians 1:13-14.  They must be led by that Spirit to 

grow and overcome, becoming more and more like their Creator.  At 

the resurrection, they will receive the fullness of the Spirit, 

when they shall be Spirit because they are then born of the 

Spirit, John 3:6.  Here and now, they must be growing up unto Him 

in all things. 

 Human birth is a glorious type of a much more glorious 

event which we look forward to.  This is all made possible by Him 

who died for us.  Truly, we can say this year, and every year, "I 

have wanted so much to eat this Passover meal with you . . . ," 

Luke 

22:15, TEV.  Contact someone who may be lonely or in need of 

encouragement in the Master. "Tarry one for another." 

 On this coming Passover, take each element, each word, each 

symbol with awesome respect and love for the one who died for you 

and me.  Recommit yourselves to the covenant you made with the 

Eternal at baptism.  Don't take this Passover in vain, in an 

unworthy manner.  Lay down your lives for Him and others. 

 That's why we partake of the New Testament Passover. 

 Passover dates for Abib 14 (services observed the previous 

evening) are: 

 

March 26, 1994 

April 14, 1995 

April 3, 1996 

April 21, 1997 

April 10, 1998 

March 31, 1999 

April 19, 2000 

April 7, 2001 

March 27, 2002 

April 16, 2003 

April 5, 2004 

April 23, 2005 



 

 You have a date with the Eternal.  Don't miss it!ê 

 

 

The New Testament Passover Ceremony 

 

 

Only Baptized Adults Eligible For New Testament Passover 

 

 You must be eligible to take the Christian Passover.  This 

means you have  to be a baptized member of the Church.  Just as 

Israelite males had to be  circumcised to partake of the 

Passover, Exodus 12:48-49, so today you must be circumcised 

spiritually, signified by baptism, Colossians 2:11-13.  Even 

more, you should be mentally prepared by a period of self-

examination, spiritual cleansing, and attitude adjustment, II 

Corinthians 13:5. 

 Although unbaptized children of Church members do not 

partake of the bread and wine, the children should be present to 

observe and understand what is going on, and why.  Before and 

afterwards, parents should encourage their children to ask why 

their parents are doing this service (Exodus 12:26-27). 

 

If at All Possible, Keep 

Passover With Brethren 

 

 If at all possible, you should keep the New Testament 

Passover with others of like faith.  If you have to drive 

hundreds of miles, or undergo the expense of a bus, train or 

plane ticket, your desire to keep the Passover shows your respect 

for the sacrifice of our Savior. 

 Under the rare circumstance when you cannot meet with a 

group of the Eternal's people, you can keep the Passover in your 

own home alone, or with other eligible members of your family.  

If you meet the criteria described in Numbers 9:11, you may keep 

the "Second Passover" thirty days after the normal time in the 

same manner as the regular Passover.  Here are general guidelines 

to follow. 

 

Passover Ingredients 

 

 (1) Unleavened Bread can be obtained in many grocery 

stores, or you can make your own.  Jewish Matzoth (also called 

Matzos) are commonly sold in America during the Passover season.  

Usually they are made from white flour, which is not as good as 

whole wheat flour.  Rather than using inferior commercial 

products made from white flour, why not make your own unleavened 

bread for Passover?  Here is a simple recipe for flat bread 

(unleavened bread) for use during the Passover service: 

 Use these ingredients:  1 Cup whole wheat flour, 1/4 Tsp. 

salt, 1 Tbsp. butter, 2 Tsp. oil, 1/4 Cup water. 



 Sift flour and salt and mix butter into flour until it 

resembles peas.  Mix oil and water and add to flour.  Mix until 

it leaves the sides of the bowl.  Put a small amount of flour on 

your breadboard and knead dough lightly.  Add a small amount of 

flour and press flat with hand.  Then roll out as thin as 

possible.  Pick up, turn over and roll out again as thin as 

possible.  Perforate with a fork and bake for eight minutes at 

400 degrees Fahrenheit. 

 Other unleavened products may include some Rye Krisp 

products, hardtack, and some crackers.  Be sure to read the 

label.  There should be no yeast, soda, baking powder or other 

leavening agent in the ingredients. 

 (2) Natural red wine is also a necessary Passover 

ingredient.  Grape juice is NOT proper for Passover, and was 

never used at Passover by the Messiah, ancient Israel, or the 

original uncorrupted New Testament Church.  Grape juice is dead.  

Wine has LIFE, and therefore symbolizes the blood (the life) of 

the Messiah, which was shed for our sins.  Pure fermented wine 

was used at the "Last Supper." 

 Obtain a natural red unfortified wine, such as burgundy or 

zinfandel, with an alcoholic content of between 10% and 13%.  

Wines containing a higher alcoholic content are fortified with 

grape brandy and should not be used for Passover service.  Red 

burgundy wine is one of the best kinds for Passover use.  (It is 

also ideal for medicinal use throughout the year.)  Naturally 

fermented wines usually have a cork. 

 (3) Pans, Towels and Water are important accessory items.  

Each participant should bring a wash pan and towel to the 

Passover service for footwashing.  The host can prepare a bucket 

of warm water just prior to the beginning of the service.  Water 

can be poured into the pans as the footwashing ordinance begins. 

 (4) Bible and Hymnals are another vital Passover 

ingredient.  Scripture reading is a main part of the Passover 

Service.  Let everyone have a Bible to follow along as the verses 

are read.  Have a Bible Hymnal at hand to sing a Hallel Psalm 

before dispersing. 

 (5) A Quality Tray and Cups are optional items that can 

enhance the dignity and beauty of the Passover ceremony.  If 

special hardware is used, it should be simple and not 

ostentatious, yet of the highest quality you can reasonably 

afford.  The purpose is not to impress anyone, but to give honor 

and glory to the Eternal, "for glory and for beauty," Exodus 

28:2.  Place the unleavened bread in something such as a simple 

sterling silver tray, covered by an immaculate white linen 

napkin.  Pour a small amount of wine in little glasses or wine 

goblets on a tray or table.  Make sure the room is prepared very 

neatly and clean, Mark 14:14-15. 

 Of course, circumstances may dictate a service with very 

simple or no utensils.  However, if you are able to prepare in 

advance, the simple elegance of silver and crystal service used 

only once a year for this very special occasion can add a 

meaningful dimension to this most holy sacred ordinance.  For 



those interested, we can obtain Passover trays and cups at 

wholesale prices.  Be careful!  The cups and tray can be clean 

without, and the hearts and minds of the partakers can be full of 

spiritual filth, Matthew 23:25.  

 

Preparing for the Passover Service 

 

 Who?   As we have stated, although young, unbaptized 

children of believers may be present and observe the ceremony, 

only baptized adults should partake of the bread and wine. 

 When?   Be prepared to observe the sacred ordinance in the 

evening, after sundown on the fourteenth day of the first month 

of the Hebrew calendar, called Nisan or Abib 14.  Some have 

observed the Christian Passover soon after dark, about 7:30 P.M. 

in temperate climate zones.  The Passover in Egypt was completed 

before midnight.  Our Savior's "Last Supper" lasted for several 

hours and around midnight He and the disciples went to the Garden 

of Gethsemene.  The Bible does not give a specific time in the 

evening to begin the Passover service.  During the time when a 

lamb was killed, roasted and eaten, the killing was done at 

sunset and it took some time to roast the lamb.  It is safe to 

conclude that the Passover meal didn't begin until 8:00-9:00 

P.M., perhaps even later.  It was concluded by midnight. 

 Where?   Keep the Passover in a quiet, prepared room.  Make 

sure the room is prepared ahead of time with everything in 

perfect order.  Have a small amount of the unleavened bread, and 

small glasses or cups of wine (one for each person) prepared on a 

tray or table.  Cover the emblems with a clean white napkin. 

 How?   When the time has arrived, let everyone come into 

the prepared room quietly, reverently, and sit down.  

Individually, each adult should spend a few minutes of quiet 

meditation, prayer and scripture reading.  Here are some 

suggested verses:  Isaiah 50:6, 52:14-15, Isaiah 53, Psalms 22, I 

Peter 2:21-25, Psalms 51, Psalms 103.  Think about how much you 

need the sacrifice of your Savior to be applied to your sins.  

None of us are "worthy" or better than any other mortal human 

being.  We have all sinned and need forgiveness and mercy.  This 

should put us in the proper frame of mind to take the Passover. 

 

Conducting the Passover Service 

 

 Let the elder or host (this may be the husband or father if 

only one family is observing the Passover) conduct the solemn 

service.  The Passover service is not a somber time, but it is a 

serious time.  There should be no visiting, talking, laughing, 

joking or trivial conversation.  This is the most solemn and 

important occasion of the entire year, and should not be taken 

lightly. 

 The elder should remind everyone at the start of the 

service that this is the most solemn and sacred occasion of the 

year, the anniversary of the suffering and death of our Lord and 

Savior, a memorial service of His death.  Read Luke 22:7-8, 14-



15; Matthew 26:17, 26-30; I Corinthians 11:23-30; John 6:32-58 

and John 13:1-17.  There may be other scriptures read and a brief 

message given relating to the occasion.  Care should be taken not 

to rush through the reading and other portions of the ceremony.  

This is a dignified, respectful and awesome time of meeting with 

the Eternal!  Think about the important meaning of each act you 

do. 

 Then, if two or more people are participating, (1) wash one 

another's feet, using the wash pans and clean towels prepared 

previous to the service.  If there is a group, have the men 

retire to an adjacent room to wash one another's feet.  Pair off 

and have one person wash his/her partner's feet, then switch 

places.  By humbly following the Messiah's example in John 13, 

footwashing demonstrates that we should be willing to go the 

extra mile in forgiveness to others and in service to others.  He 

who is the greatest in the Messianic kingdom is the greatest 

servant. 

 Reassemble after putting away neatly the pans, towels, and 

disposing of the water.  When all is again quiet, the elder will 

take off the napkin over the bread.  He may read Matthew 26:26; I 

Corinthians 10:16-17; I Peter 2:20-24; Isaiah 53:1-7 and 52:13-

14.  Christ's example of suffering for us should teach us of what 

we must also be willing to do for righteousness' sake.  The elder 

or someone he chooses should give thanks and ask God in prayer to 

bless the bread, the symbol of our Savior's body broken for us, 

for our physical healing.  Ask God for the heart and mind to 

promote unity and peace and glorify Him as members of His body.  

Then the elder (2) breaks the bread in pieces and passes it 

around for all to take and eat.  At this time, he may recite I 

Corinthians 11:23-24.  As you quietly and solemnly eat the small 

piece of unleavened bread, think of the suffering that our Savior 

went through so that we might be healed of all our infirmities. 

 Now it is time for the wine.  Read these scriptures:  

Matthew 26:27-28; Hebrews 9:11-15; I John 1:7; Ephesians 1:7; and 

Colossians 1:20-22.  Uncover and ask the blessing on the wine as 

the symbol of Messiah's blood shed for the remission of our sins.  

Thank God for giving us His only Son to die for us, washing us 

clean that we might be reconciled to God.  Thank Him for Christ's 

willingness to submit to His Father's will, even to death.  Then 

(3) pass the wine, each one taking a glass and quietly, 

reverently drinking it as a renewal of the New Covenant, the 

acceptance of the blood of the Master for the remission of our 

sins. 

 Replace the glasses on the tray or table, along with the 

unused bread, covering them with the napkin. 

 

Scripture Reading 

 

 Next comes the scripture reading of the portions of the 

Bible recording Christ's last words to His disciples just after 

the Lord's Supper.  It includes the real "Lord's Prayer," His 

earnest prayer to the Father to care for His beloved followers 



after His death.  The sections from John 13:18--17:26 may be read 

in portions previously selected.  Sometimes it is good to read 

from a modern version, such as the New King James Version, or 

Amplified Bible, in order to vary the program from year to year. 

 

Hymn and Dismissal 

 

 After scripture reading, the service is not complete 

without a hymn.  This follows  our Savior's example, found in 

Matthew 26:30.  Jewish tradition says the hymn sung at Passover 

was the Hallel, Psalms 113-118.  An excellent hymn from Psalms 

114 is "When Israel Went Out of Egypt," from the Worldwide Church 

of God Bible Hymnal.  If you don't have an appropriate hymn, you 

may want to simply read aloud as a group one or more of the 

Hallel Psalms.  The "Hosanna Section" of the Hallel was chanted 

by the crowd who welcomed Jesus' Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem, 

Psalms 118:25-26, Matthew 21:9. "Save now" in Hebrew is 

"hosanna."  Don't forget this important part of the service! 

 It has been a custom in the Church of God to dismiss 

following the hymn, without a closing prayer.  The Hallel Hymn is 

a prayer. 

 

Cleaning Up 

 

 Leave the room quietly, without conversation.  Afterwards, 

the elder or host should destroy any portion of the bread and 

wine left over which was part of the service and had been 

blessed.  This custom is based upon Exodus 12:10.  Prior planning 

and preparation should minimize any excess.  Only such bread and 

wine taken into the room and prayed over, need be disposed.  Burn 

the left over bread and pour any remaining wine down the drain, 

or on the ground outside. 

 

After Passover: Prayer, 

Study and Meditation 

 

 If you return to your normal occupation or secular 

activities right after the Passover ceremony, you may lose part 

of the full meaning the Almighty intended.  The Passover service 

is not a quick ritual to get over with and immediately go about 

our daily business.  It was a custom in Jesus' day to stay up all 

Passover night, studying, praying and reciting Scripture.  The 

disciples and Jesus apparently followed this tradition.  Judas 

knew Jesus would be in His usual place of meditation, the Garden 

of Gethsemene.  The Master scolded the disciples for not being 

able to stay awake with Him, Matthew 26:40-41. 

 The Eternal's instruction to Israel concerning the Passover 

states, "And thou 

shalt roast and eat it [the Passover lamb] in the place which the 

LORD thy God shall chose:  and thou shalt turn in the morning, 

and go unto thy tents," Deuteronomy 16:7. 



 Based upon these indications, it appears to be a good 

practice to spend a considerable time of meditation, study and 

prayer after the Passover service. 

 

A Serious Time of Self-Examination 

 

 In summary, the New Testament Passover service should be a 

serious, dignified, reverent time of reflection and self-

examination.  It should NOT be slipshod, casual or a boring 

routine, but awesomely significant and meaningful whether it is 

the first time you have kept it or the fiftieth.  

 "So then whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the 

Lord in a way that is unworthy [of Him] will be guilty of 

(profaning and sinning against) the body and blood of the Lord.  

Let a man [thoroughly] examine himself, and [only] when he has 

done so should he eat of the bread and drink of the cup.  For any 

one who eats and drinks without discriminating and recognizing 

with due appreciation that [it is Christ's] body, eats and drinks 

a sentence -- a verdict of judgment -- upon himself.  That 

[careless and unworthy participation] is the reason many of you 

are weak and sickly, and quite enough of you are fallen into the 

sleep of death.  For if we searchingly examined ourselves -- 

detecting our shortcomings and recognizing our own condition -- 

we should not be judged and penalty decreed [by the divine 

judgment],"  I Corinthians 11:27-31, Amplified Version. 

 Eat the bread and drink the cup.  Show forth, demonstrate, 

your willingness to live the life of obedient service as our 

Savior did, and give evidence of your thankfulness that He died 

for our sins.  Reverently keep the solemn Passover, with great 

joy!ê 

 

 

Feast of Unleavened Bread:  Putting Sin Out 

 

 

The Reality of Sin 

 

 Sin is real, an offense against God.  God nonetheless 

pardons sin.  Such  pardon  does not come unless man does 

something:  repents with fasting, rends his heart, and quits 

sinning.  The Eternal saves us FROM our sins, not IN our sins. 

The Feast of Unleavened Bread is designed to teach us to 

recognize and to put out sin.  Putting out leavening and leavened 

products is a physical act we do in order to show our resolve to 

put sin out of our lives.  

 In the Old Testament, there are several Hebrew terms for 

sin: 

 (1) Pesha, Strong's #6588,  means rebellion.  It is the 

attitude of mind in which a man sets himself up as the sole judge 

of his actions, recognizing neither  God  nor His law.  Pesha 

signifies the refusal of man to consider himself accountable to 



God for his actions.  An example of pesha is the trespass of 

Joseph's brothers in selling him into slavery, Genesis 50:17. 

 (2) Avon, #5771,  comes from a root meaning "to be  

twisted,"  or  "to  be crooked" (compare our word, "a crook").  

This refers to a man who departs  from  the  course  of good,  

starts out right but throws everything away in an act of folly.  

An example is David's iniquity in the matter of Bathsheba and 

Uriah, Psalms 51. 

 (3) Het, or hattath, #2399 and #2403,  comes from a root 

meaning "to miss," used,  for instance, when  an  archer  fails  

to  hit the target.  Het denotes lack of character or staying 

power.  It can also mean unwitting sin,  and the careless driver,  

slack teacher, over-indulgent or neglectful parent, and 

thoughtless son, are all guilty of het.  The Old Testament sin 

offerings were for this type of sin. 

 The first step toward eradicating sin is repentance.  

Teshubah,  the Hebrew word for repentance,  means "turning back." 

It involves (1)  contrition  for  the sin committed and (2) firm 

resolve not to repeat it.  

 Before we can repent, we must know what sin is.  Sin is the 

transgression of the Law, I John 3:4.  By the Law is the 

knowledge of sin, Romans 3:20.  We must study to know the Law in 

order to recognize sin, to know what it is.  Few so-called Bible 

believers of today really study the Law to apply it in their 

lives.  (Write for our book, Biblical Law.) 

 

Is Sin Only For Other People? 

 

 Mankind does not like to come to grips with his own sin.  

This humorous story illustrates the point: 

 

When a rural preacher returned after visiting a distant city, a 

parishioner met him at the train station.  "How are things out 

our way, John?" the preacher asked.  "Sad, sir.  A cyclone came 

and wiped out my house."  "Dear, dear," cried the preacher.  

"Well, I'm not surprised.  You remember I warned you about the 

way you had been living.  Punishment for sin is inevitable.  

Disasters never come without due cause."  "It also destroyed your 

house, sir," said John.  "It did?"  The preacher was horrified.  

"Ah, me, the ways of the Lord are past human understanding." 

 

 Sin applies to each and every one of us. 

 

Bible Examples of Sin 

 

 Someday, all of the Bible characters will be resurrected.  

They will discover to their chagrin that their sins have been 

published for all the world to read, examples for all mankind.  

Let's look at the Bible examples of sin.  Then we will look at 

modern day sins of ourselves.  We should study sins of others not 

to judge or condemn, but to learn the lessons, I Corinthians 

10:4, so as to be able better to look at our own sins.  The heart 



is deceitful and desperately wicked, Jeremiah 17:9.  Let's stop 

kidding ourselves and realize that the great examples of sin are 

lessons of what we have likewise done and will continue to do, 

without God's help. 

 

Old Testament Sinners 

 

 Adam and Eve rebelled directly against their Creator.  Eve 

was deceived, but Adam knew better, I Timothy 2:14.  He meekly 

followed his wife and gave in to the path of least resistance.  

All sins of mankind that followed Adam's sin have followed a 

similar pattern. 

 Cain was jealous of and murdered his brother Abel.  He held 

back his tithes from the Almighty.  He married outside the 

prescribed racial bounds and became an outcast, Genesis 4. 

 Abram lied about Sarai being his sister when she was his 

wife.  He feared for his life.  They did this twice, Genesis 

12:10-20, and chapter 20.  Later, Sarah and Abraham lacked faith 

in God's promise to give them a son in their old age and tried to 

work it out through a "surrogate mother" Hagar.  This was the sin 

of adultery, a great wrong, Genesis 16:1-5. 

 Moses struck the rock when the Eternal had told him to 

speak and water would flow from the rock.  As a result, in spite 

of his previous faithfulness, Moses was not allowed to enter the 

Promised Land, Numbers 20:2-12.  What a lesson for us today!  All 

previous righteousness is forgotten in the day we sin, Ezekiel 

18:4, 20-32. We must be stedfast in the faith, never crookedly 

departing from the narrow way. 

 The judge and priest Eli is a prime example of a poor 

father.  His sons committed brazen sins but he did nothing to 

stop them.  Eli fell under a severe indictment by God for his 

evil ways.  The Eternal gave the sentence to Eli's young 

apprentice Samuel, I Samuel 2:12-17, 22-25, 3:11-13.  It is 

amazing that Samuel turned around and did much the same thing, 

failing to raise obedient sons.  This was the excuse Israel used 

to demand a king, I Samuel 8:1-7.  More wickedness on top of 

evil. 

 Saul claimed to be following the Eternal when he held back 

some of the animals of a city he conquered to give as a sacrifice 

to the Eternal.  God had told him to wipe everything out down to 

the last beast.  To obey is better than sacrifice, and rebellion 

is as the sin of witchcraft, I Samuel 15:1-23.   How often do 

people claim obedience when in fact they are directly rebelling 

against the plain commands of the Creator! 

 David couldn't control his lustful desires when he saw 

Bathsheba bathing.  He not only committed adultery with her, but 

had her husband Uriah killed so that he could marry her, II 

Samuel 11.  David's example of repentance is one of the most 

beautiful portions of the Holy Scriptures, II Samuel 12, Psalms 

51.  Great men and women truly repent when shown to be wrong. 

 Throughout the period Israel left Egypt up to their final 

captivity (Northern Israel in the 700's BC, Southern Israel in 



the 500's BC), there is recorded in great detail in Joshua, 

Judges, Samuel, Kings and Chronicles the history of their folly 

of obeying the Eternal for a short while, to immediately lax into 

idolatry and adultery and as a result reap divine curses and 

punishments. This time is summarized in Nehemiah 9.  Are we any 

better than they? 

 King Solomon was the wisest king of Israel.  He started out 

on the right track.  But then he disobeyed the Eternal in 

marrying multiple wives from foreign nations.  He allowed them to 

continue their idolatrous religion, even building pagan temples 

in Jerusalem, I Kings 11:1-13.  Solomon's successor son Rehoboam 

was a spoiled brat.  Rather than listen to the advice of his 

elders, he tried to exercise his "authority."  As a result, the 

Kingdom of Israel was split and the Northern Ten Tribes broke 

away with Jeroboam, I Kings 12.  Jeroboam's sin of counterfeit 

religion shows how far people will go to pervert the truth for 

personal gain.  He instituted a counterfeit Feast of Tabernacles 

in the eighth month with pagan worship in order to keep his 

subjects from going to Jerusalem to worship, I Kings 12:25-33. 

 Jezebel and her husband Ahab are the epitome of wicked 

rulers.  They led Northern Israel to sin and perpetuated numerous 

sins that eventually led to the Assyrian Captivity.  

 Southern Judah was no better.  Except for a few exceptions 

such as Hezekiah and Josiah, kings of Judah followed a similar 

path of idolatry and wickedness.  After the Babylonian Captivity, 

some Jews under Ezra and Nehemiah returned to rebuild Jerusalem.  

Nehemiah stood up against the sins of usury, intermarriage with 

heathen and Sabbath breaking, Ezra 9, and  Nehemiah 10:28-31, 

13:15-28. 

 

Sin in the New Testament 

 

 In the several hundred years between Ezra and Jesus Christ, 

the Jews became deeply influenced by Greek thought.  Judaism 

became a religion significantly different than taught by the 

Bible.  The Pharisees, Sadducees and Essenes were three of the 

main Jewish sects.  The Pharisees tied down the Law of God with 

so many minute restrictions as to make it unrecognizable.  The 

Sadducees had many doctrinal heresies, even claiming there was no 

resurrection.  The Essenes lived in desert communes and deviated 

from the Sacred Calendar in that their holy days were determined 

by a solar calendar rather than the Eternal's lunar-solar 

calendar.  The Savior warned us to beware of the "leaven" of the 

Pharisees, which is false doctrine, Matthew 16:6, 12. 

 Matthew 23 is a severe indictment against the false piety 

of the Pharisees that we need to apply to ourselves today.  See 

also Matthew 15:9, Mark 7:6-9, 13. 

 Judas Iscariot may be the prime example of sin in the 

Bible.  Bible commentators have speculated that Judas really had 

good intentions when he told Jesus' whereabouts to the High 

Priest.  They feel that Judas wanted Jesus to force His hand and 

declare himself the King of Israel with power.  When Jesus meekly 



submitted to His execution, Judas saw He was condemned and hung 

himself.  Regardless of the motivation of Judas, money was a 

factor in his actions.  For thirty pieces of silver he conspired 

to betray the Savior.  Suicide is a grievous sin committed by one 

who condemns himself. 

 And so it is today that money is a root of all evil and 

suicide is becoming prevalent, even among our youth.  Life is 

precious and to be productive for the Eternal, who will forgive 

even the blackest sin upon genuine repentance.  Life is more than 

money.  Life is a training ground for preparation to become 

immortal spirit beings in God's kingdom.  Can we learn the 

lessons of Judas Iscariot and not repeat his vile sins? 

 In the days of the preaching of the Apostle Paul, there 

were many gainsayers and false teachers.  In fact, this is the 

theme of his writings.  See the following scriptures: I 

Corinthians 1:10,13, 3:3, 5:11-13, 15:34, 16:9; II Corinthians 

2:17, 4:2-4, 11:1-31, 12:20-21; Galatians 1:6-10, 2:4, 3:1, 4:17, 

5:7-12, 6:12; Ephesians 4:14, 5:6-7,11; Philippians 1:15, 3:18-

19; Colossians 2:8, 18-23; I Thessalonians 2:1-6, 14-18, 5:6-7, 

14; II Thessalonians 2:1-12, 3:6,14-15;  I Timothy 1:3-7, 19-20, 

4:1-3, 5:19-20, 6:3-5, 10, 20-21; II Timothy 1:15, 2:16-18, 23, 

4:3-4, 14-16; Titus 1:9-16, 3:10-11; Hebrews 2:1, 3:12, 4:2, 6:4-

6, 10:23-29, 12:15, 13:9. 

 The apostles Peter, John and Jude repeat the same theme, 

warning us not to fall away from the truth: II Peter chapter 2, 

3:16-18; I John 2:2, 9, 11, 18-26, 3:6-8, 4:1-6; II John 7-11; 

III John 9-10; Jude 3-4, 12, 16-19. 

 It would be far better for someone to never mention the 

Bible rather than to pervert and twist it.  When you get right 

down to the basics, most false religious teaching stems from the 

love of money and lust of the flesh, particularly sexual lusts.  

It is no different today than it was in the days of the early New 

Testament church. 

 The Messages to the Seven Churches, found in Revelation 

chapters 2 and 3 lays bare the sins of the true Church of God 

down through the ages.  Each message applies to people then, but 

also applies to us today.  Ephesus left her first love.  The zeal 

of the early church was quickly lost.  Have we lost our first 

love for the truth?  Thyatira allowed her children to be educated 

by the great whore, the Roman Catholic Church.  You can't serve 

two masters.  You must stand up to evil no matter what the cost 

of persecution. Sardis almost died out.  And Laodicea is lazy and 

lukewarm, not filled with the zeal for the truth.  Laodicea 

graphically depicts the church in our age.  More on this later. 

 

Sin in the Future 

 

 While some historians exaggerate the World War II 

"Holocaust" of five or six million Jews killed by Nazi Germany 

(even if these figures are accurate, the Russian and Chinese 

Communists murdered many more of their own subjects) there is a 

coming Great Tribulation that will make Auschwitz look like a 



Sunday picnic.  It will be a last great attempt of Satan the 

Devil to destroy mankind.  So wicked will mankind become that 

even when the Almighty sends Seven Last Plagues of punishment for 

their sins, many will shake their fists and blaspheme the 

Creator, Revelation 16:21.  Even though the Bible records heinous 

sins down through the ages, "you ain't seen nothing yet!" 

 

An End of Sin 

 

 There will be an end of sin.  That is the good news of the 

Bible.  Daniel 9:24, Revelation 21, 22.  We are looking forward 

to that day of peace and rest, the millennial Sabbath, and the 

New Heavens and New Earth wherein dwells righteousness. 

 

Modern Day Sins 

 

 Until the Millennium, there is much work to do.  Each one 

of us must work, with the help of God's Holy Spirit, to put sin 

out of our lives.  Putting sin out is the theme of the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread. 

 Instead of looking at the sins of the present evil world, 

such as murder, theft, adultery, idolatry and materialism, we 

need to take a critical look at the sins of the group of 

believers who claim to be following the Bible.  The "Church of 

God" is a term I use to refer to those who keep Saturday as the 

Sabbath and who historically stem from the Church of God, Seventh 

Day.  This includes the various Seventh Day Churches of God, 

Worldwide Church of God and its spin-offs, the various Sacred 

Name Assembly of Yahweh groups, and in addition, sister groups 

such as Seventh Day Baptists. 

 What are the sins of the modern Church of God?  I have 

grouped our sins under seven major areas.  These are the sins and 

weaknesses that affect us, me too. 

 

 

 (1) Idolizing Organizations and Ministers 

 (2) Stealing God's Tithes Both Ways 

 (3) Rejecting Bible Principles on Health and Healing 

 (4) Heretical Beliefs 

 (5) Watering Down Sabbath and Holy Days 

 (6) Rejecting, or Not Rejecting, Fellowship 

 (7) Perverting and/or Neglecting Marriage and Family 

 

 

 Let us examine these seven characteristic sins of our age. 

 

(1) Idolizing Organizations 

and Ministers 

 

 Worship of an organization and/or a leading minister is a 

common sin of today's Sabbath keepers.  Many feel that the "one 

true church" is limited to their organization, and that their 



minister is God's servant and can do no wrong.  Of particular 

danger is the fact that many of these people have left other 

"corrupt" Sabbath-keeping organizations which they feel have been 

duped into blindly following.  However, they turn around and 

blindly follow another organization, failing to see the sins and 

shortcomings of its leadership, and doctrinal departures. 

 Organizations are not wrong in themselves.  Neither is it 

wrong for a minister to exert strong leadership.  But when a 

minister or organization claim "we are the only ones," and spurn 

questioning of their conduct by the membership, then then we 

should get off the bandwagon.  In all too many cases, the 

ordinary church membership lets the minister do all the thinking.  

They feel, wrongly, that their only responsibility is to "pay and 

pray."  This is idolatry, just as sure as bowing down before a 

graven image is idolatry. 

 

(2) Stealing God's Tithes Both Ways 

 

 Organization and minister worship (idolatry) naturally lead 

to stealing of God's tithes both ways.  The first way is that 

tithes are blindly given with no accountability.  The minister or 

organization spends the tithes as they see fit.  And they are 

accountable to no one.  Nowhere in the Bible does it show that 

the first tithe can be used by God's servants as they see fit.  

Even the Levites could not do this.  If they didn't take their 

turn serving in the Temple, they received no tithes.  If they 

failed to faithfully teach the people God's laws, Leviticus 10:9-

11.  they were not qualified to receive tithes, no matter if they 

were a priest of the tribe of Levi.  Notice that Elisha received 

tithes (firstfruits, which are part of the tithing laws), when he 

was not a Levite, II Kings 4:42.  And this was right.  Because 

the first tithe is for the Creator's service, not for the 

sustenance of a particular class or group of people.  Blindly 

giving tithes to a minister or organization with no 

accountability is wrong.  The giver has a great responsibility to 

see to it that the tithes are USED for a right purpose.  If the 

tithes are not used for a right purpose, God's tithes are being 

stolen. 

 The second way that God's tithes are stolen is the way many 

ministers and church organizations spend the tithes.  Lavish 

expensive ministerial homes, special "perks" and benefits far 

above what a normal standard of living requires.  Unsound 

business decisions and wasteful management of resources.  Here is 

a sorry example: One major Sabbath-keeping organization has 

generally rented meeting halls for Sabbath and Holy Day services.  

This has been money wasted.  With volunteer labor from church 

brethren, they could have built multipurpose meeting halls at 

minimal expense.  These meeting halls could have been used for 

religious, social and recreational activities seven days a week, 

and in some cases even rented out to other businesses and 

organizations in order to cover the maintenance costs and perhaps 



be a source of church revenue.  Instead, decades of rents have 

been paid with nothing to show for the expense.  

 Here is another example:  Visiting the brethren is a vital 

function of the ministry and elders in the church.  Yet a major 

Sabbath-keeping organization we were associated with neglected 

this vital aspect of service.  Our minister's appointment book 

was empty, yet he received a good salary with excellent benefits.  

Having had two in-laws in the ministry of that organization, I 

have confirmation from them as well that the ministry of that 

organization has lots of free time on their hands, so that they 

can always play racquetball and golf, but yet do not visit and 

encourage the brethren.  For deceitful workers of iniquity, 

"tithing pays."  They are on the receiving end, and tithing 

really pays them well.  However, in the sight of the Almighty, 

this is tithe stealing of the worst kind. 

 Here is how not to steal tithes:  Give tithes to those who 

are preaching and living by the Truth.  In a respectful attitude, 

make sure you get a reasonable accounting of the money you give.  

Don't be super critical, but if your suggestions are not welcome, 

or if an open discussion of how to best utilize the available 

tithes is not allowed, you are putting the tithes in the wrong 

place.  Tithes, like any other asset, are a resource to be used 

judiciously.  Someday both the giver and the recipient of the 

tithes will have to give an account of how well they have handled 

the Eternal's tithes.  You are entirely wrong if you think that 

your responsibility is only to pay and that it is the minister's 

responsibility to spend the tithes as he sees fit.  Giving tithes 

to a corrupt minister or organization is stealing God's tithes. 

 There is another group of tithe stealers.  They have very 

good intentions, but they are stealing the tithes nevertheless.  

These are the ones who put their tithes in the bank.  They can't 

find an honest minister who will faithfully proclaim the truth.  

They won't do anything to promote the faith either.  So they bank 

their tithes in the hopes that someday God will make it evident 

to them to whom to pay their tithes.  Here is the opposite of 

those who freely pay and demand no accountability.  These are the 

super cautious, fearing to make a mistake.  They certainly have 

noble intentions.  However, the truth is not being proclaimed and 

preserved.  People seeking the right way of life are not being 

fed with spiritual food.  And it is the fault of this do nothing 

crowd.  Read Matthew 25 and Luke 19.  Those who do not produce 

anything with what God gives them will lose what they have. 

Mankind's paper money currency, or even gold, is worthless to the 

Creator.  But character being built, people's lives being changed 

for the better, that is what the purpose for the first tithes is 

all about.  Someday, this "do nothing" group will have to answer 

for what they are not doing.  Why didn't they produce?  A true 

believer must grow and spread the word to others by example and 

deed. Wicked men succeed because righteous men do nothing. 

 

(3) Rejecting Bible Principles on Health and Healing 

 



 Next, one of the major sins of today's Sabbath keepers is a 

rejection of Bible principles on health and healing.  Many say 

they believe in divine healing.  Many say they follow the Bible 

on matters of health.  But few really perform the work necessary 

to make this happen.  Why do I say work, when healing is clearly 

a matter of faith?  Because by work, faith is made perfect.  

Without any work, there can be no faith. 

 The Eternal heals.  We believe this firmly and have seen 

this proven in our lives many times.  The firm resolve of faith 

sometimes wavers.  It needs shoring up, continual maintenance.  

Ministers who set such a horrible example of wantonness in their 

personal lives cannot help others increase their faith.  For 

example, the current leader of a Sabbath-keeping group is noted 

for being obese.  How can this man who claims to be strictly 

following the laws of health even profess to be a minister? 

Obesity is in violation of the basic laws of health and plain 

Bible teaching, Proverbs 23:20-21, 25:16. Those who have this 

problem need spiritual and physical help. It is time we quit 

kidding ourselves.  Living by Biblical Laws of health is much 

more than merely abstaining from unclean foods.  It includes 

proper diet, exercise, sleep and rest, mental attitude and much 

more. 

 True believers should be constantly growing in knowledge 

and practice of good health.  Two of the basic ingredients of our 

diet are bread and water.  Does making one's own bread from 

organic wheat, instead of eating chemically treated white gummy 

bread from the store sound strange to you? Does obtaining pure 

water instead of drinking the chlorinated sewage most people 

drink seem like health food fanaticism to you?  Then perhaps you 

need to really understand the meaning of the sacrifice of Jesus 

Christ, how His body was beaten for our physical iniquities.  

Such are the sins of today's Church of God that even basic health 

practices are often treated with contempt. That is why one of the 

major themes of Giving & Sharing is to encourage people to learn 

more about and follow the Eternal's laws of natural health. 

 Living a natural, more healthy life takes WORK.  Most 

people desire to make more money rather than follow the Eternal. 

The work involved in, for example, baking one's own bread, or in 

exercising on a regular basis, is just too much effort for them.  

It is sad that many are busy doing all sorts of physical 

pleasures, but lazy doing what really benefits their physical 

lives.  Good health is important.  Without vibrant health, we 

cannot effectively serve the Eternal.  We need to work to do our 

part in diet, exercise and good health principles, and then trust 

and rely on the Creator to do the rest and heal us when and if we 

get sick. 

 A great sin of many Sabbath keepers today is a virtual 

worship of the medical profession, which cannot heal.  Only the 

Almighty can heal. 

 

(4) Heretical Beliefs 

 



 A great deal of literature from a multitude of Sabbath-

keeping groups comes to us.  We constantly get letters from 

individuals attempting to "convert" us to different religious 

ideas.  Every so often we are surprised and shocked by a "new" 

(to us) heresy, a strange idea that is patently false yet 

adamantly held to by the individual proclaiming it.  Here are 

some common heresies of today:  Sacred Name exclusivism, 

rejection of the Hebrew calendar, unscriptural ideas concerning 

the New Testament Passover, wrong Pentecost dates, and 

exaggerated and unfounded prophetic claims. 

 Studying the Hebrew names for the Creator and His son can 

provide great insights.  We can understand God more fully and 

establish a closer contact with the Father.  However, the 

exclusivism employed by most Sacred Name groups places their 

concept clearly outside the Bible.  In their eyes, I do not have 

the Holy Spirit because I have not been baptized in the Hebrew 

name.  They cannot agree among themselves the exact pronunciation 

of the Hebrew names for the Almighty.  Worse still, the Sacred 

Name idea is an axe upon which they continuously grind.  Clearly 

they are striving about words to no profit. 

 Then there are the "Bible Calendar" proponents.  In 

rejecting the Hebrew Calendar preserved by the Jews, they falsely 

claim to be following the "Bible Calendar," keeping Holy Days on 

different dates than we do.  There is no Bible Calendar.  Again, 

these heretics go to secular history, rejecting what doesn't fit 

their preconceived theories, and purporting as fact their 

particular version of a "self observable calendar."  If there 

were such a thing as a Bible Calendar, supported by honest 

historical facts, one would think they would all come to the same 

conclusions and keep the same calendar.  Not so.  There is a real 

smorgasbord of "Bible calendars" from which to choose. 

 Of all the Biblical Feasts and Holy Days, perhaps the 

Passover has been the most heretically abused of all.  Is it on 

the fourteenth or fifteenth day of the first sacred month?  Do we 

use grape juice, wine, or water?  Do we have to wash one 

another's feet?  Should it be called the Lord's Supper, Passover, 

Memorial Supper, or Love Feast? On and on the conflicting ideas 

go.  Naturally, all proponents of each conflicting position claim 

scriptural backing for their heresy. The most important evening 

of the year for the New Testament believer is one on which there 

is much disagreement among Sabbath keepers.  Continually we come 

across different aberrations of this basic and simple Messianic 

ordinance.  This year we were surprised to learn that one group 

even believes in keeping the ordinance in the early afternoon!  

That's the abominable thing about heresies.  They never end, 

bubbling and boiling like a witch's brew. 

 As for Pentecost, there are three, four or five different 

dates to "choose" from.  At least on this subject, most of the 

heretics are honest, admitting they count only forty-nine days, 

when the Bible clearly says to count fifty days. 

 Last, but not least on the top five heresy best seller list 

is false prophecy.  It is impossible to defend Mr. Herbert W. 



Armstrong's modern day false prophecies.  Anyone who has access 

to older issues of The Plain Truth magazine, or Marion McNair's 

book, Armstrongism:  Religion or Ripoff?  has ample proof that 

many blatant false prophecies have been made.  Any student of the 

history of religion in America in the 1800's knows that there is 

a continual line of false prophets from Adventist William Miller 

to Judge Rutherford.  With the historical record of failed 

prophecies by well-meaning Bible preachers before us today, one 

would think that of all people, Sabbath keepers would avoid 

sticking their feet in their mouths and repeating such sins of 

lying prophets. 

 There they go again!  

 There are popular Sabbath-keeping groups that almost 

exclusively proclaim prophecy.  When it fails, they go right on 

and proclaim a revised version of the same untruths.  Their 

followers seem to go right along.  Never mind teaching the flock 

how to walk closer to the Creator in this mad, mad hell-bent 

world.  Forget about husband-wife problems, problems with teenage 

children and the real life struggles of people striving to put 

food on their tables.  The important thing to these prophetic 

heretics is the universal price code, and the mark of the beast, 

666, the Jubilee cycles, the inner workings of the Illuminati, 

and whether or not the Temple in Jerusalem will be re-built this 

year or next.  On the other side of the spectrum, many Sabbath 

keepers are influenced by another prophecy "expert" who claims 

that almost all Bible prophecy is already fulfilled, and we are 

now in the Millennium!  If this were true, I would feel like 

jumping off a cliff! 

 Don't get me wrong, prophecy is an important part of the 

Bible.  None of the wicked will understand, Daniel 12:10, such as 

the divorced and "remarried" false prophets who are foremost in 

today's heretical prophetic thrust.  But the wise will 

understand, when it is the Eternal's time to reveal precise, 

exact, never failing predictions and interpretations of Bible 

prophecy, Amos 3:7.   Because of the gross false prophesying of 

many Sabbath keepers, I have tended to shy away from a serious 

study of prophecy in recent years.  This is something we must 

work to avoid.  It is important for us to study Bible prophecy, 

and let the Creator reveal to us its meaning. 

 There is nothing new under the sun.  Sometimes we think we 

have heard a really new heresy.  Later study often proves it is 

only a rehash of an old idea.  Satan the Devil has no original 

ideas. 

 

(5) Watering Down Sabbath 

and Holy Days 

 

 Certainly Sabbath keepers keep the Sabbath, don't they?  

Don't many Sabbath-keeping groups also observe the Biblical Holy 

Days? Not without plenty of sins in this area as well. 

 The principle of Sabbath-keeping is so wide that our human 

minds in this life can perhaps only grasp a small part of the 



totality of this awesomely significant Holy Time.  A future study 

is planned showing our limited understanding of how to keep the 

Sabbath Holy. The true Sabbath should bring us into the presence 

of the Heavenly Father.  Are we keeping a true sacred Sabbath? 

 We have observed a general trend of watering down of holy 

Sabbath observance.  As the Sabbath goes, so goes our spiritual 

life.  Don't be like the church deacon we know.  He is a natural 

leader, a kind and friendly man, who with his wife are looked 

upon as leading members in a very conservative small Sabbath-

keeping group.  They have been church members for many, many 

years.  Yet when this man's teenage son wanted to go play in a 

junior league baseball game on the Sabbath, the father drove him 

there himself.  He justified the Sabbath violation by saying that 

God was teaching his son a lesson by causing him to lose the ball 

game so that he would come to see that he should be keeping the 

Sabbath.  "But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy 

God:  in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor 

thy daughter . . . ."  Exodus 20:10.  Most newly baptized 

converts can see how to simply apply the Sabbath commandment.  It 

seems like the more years one keeps the Sabbath should make one 

more aware of the spiritual aspects of the Creator's Holy Day.  

But this is not always the case. 

 Each Sabbath is like a mini-Feast.  On Thursday night and 

Friday, we scurry around cleaning up the house, making it as 

spotless and clean as possible for the coming of the Sabbath.  A 

special meal and general merriment create a festive atmosphere.  

Daddy plays with the children, not having to worry about going 

back to the grind on the morrow.  There is laughter, and 

sometimes music.  We stop from the hectic pace of our daily 

activities and appreciate each other and life.  We think about 

the Almighty and all of His wonderful blessings.  What a 

marvelous day! 

 During the time of the disciples, the time of Passover and 

the Feast of Unleavened Bread was the high point of the spiritual 

year, the most important and well-attended of the Three Annual 

Pilgrimage Feasts. Today, in some circles,  Passover is an 

"unpleasant" ritual to get over as quickly as possible.  For 

these who water down the truth, the only "Feast" is Tabernacles 

in the fall.  In their eyes, the Bible spring feast is merely the 

"Days" of Unleavened Bread.  The fall harvest of sumptuous feasts 

and parties is exaggerated to the point of a worldly vacation.  

There is something spiritually wrong when the days depicting the 

Messiah's death for our sins, and our putting sin out of our 

lives are downgraded to minor importance.  Sin takes its toll 

when we neglect the Feast of Unleavened Bread which is to teach 

us to put out sin. 

 

(6) Rejecting, or Not Rejecting, Fellowship 

 

 "Give US this day OUR daily bread . . . forgive US OUR 

sins, as WE forgive others" is not poetic rhetoric.  The "Lord's 

Prayer" and many Bible passages show that fellowship, sharing 



among one another our successes, our failures andour trials, is 

an essential aspect of Christian life.  

 Today, however, there are a number of isolated individuals 

who are spiritual hermits.  They spurn Christian fellowship.  At 

a time when communication is necessary to their spiritual 

survival, they reject contact with brethren who believe the same 

doctrines they do.  Why?  The Bible warns us not to forsake the 

assembling of ourselves together, Hebrews 10:24-25.  Doing so 

leads to the unpardonable sin, verses 26-27.  Turned off by 

unpleasant contacts and problems, or whatever, some stay by 

themselves and are headed for spiritual trouble. 

 Even among those who occasionally fellowship with others, 

there is a decided lack of enthusiasm for developing close 

contacts and friendships within the body of believers.  It takes 

work to make spiritual friends, Proverbs 18:24. Many individuals 

won't write letters to other brethren.  They won't call them or 

go out of their way to visit with them.  In the United States, it 

costs about twenty-five cents to send a first class letter of 

five pages.  American Telephone & Telegraph long distance rates 

have been reduced. Their "Reach Out America" plan allows a 

subscriber to telephone anywhere in the USA for one hour a month 

for the low monthly fee of about nine dollars, during weekends 

and evenings.  Additional hours are billed at similar low rates.  

What excuse do we have not to have close contact with other 

brethren?  

 Rejecting fellowship has another aspect.  Ministers, who 

should be leaders and foremost in initiating fellowship and 

ministering to the flock, often do not visit the brethren either.  

Here is a sad example:   An upstanding couple stopped attending 

Sabbath services, without giving any reason.  The "minister" said 

to the rest of the group he didn't know why they weren't at 

services.  The couple's house was near the route of the minister 

to and from Sabbath services.  He never stopped by for a visit to 

see what the problem was.  He never called them.  He never wrote 

them either as far as we know.  We visited them and found them to 

be withdrawing from all fellowship.  In a short while, they told 

us we were not welcome to come by for a Sabbath visit either.  

These people weren't rejecting the Sabbath.  They were rejecting 

fellowship.  The so-called minister didn't care for them at all. 

 Rejecting fellowship has many other aspects.  There are 

brethren who meet with other believers, yet are critical or 

uncaring of their brethren.  There are believers who meet with 

others who have beliefs radically different than they do.  They 

realize the need for fellowship, yet vainly attempt to fulfill 

this requirement by an unscriptural method.  You cannot 

experience true Christian fellowship by meeting with others with 

whom you have no basis for spiritual fellowship.  Can two walk 

together except they be agreed?  Amos 3:3.  NO!  You cannot  

truly fellowship unless you meet with others of like mind, II 

Corinthians 6:14-18, Psalms 133:1-3. 

 NOT rejecting fellowship when such action is demanded is 

just as bad, or worse, than rejection of fellowship altogether.  



A little leaven leavens the whole lump.  If the ministry is 

corrupt, how righteous can the flock be?  Improper associations 

can corrupt the best of us.  This is a vital lesson of the Feast 

of Unleavened Bread. 

 As my father-in-law says in his North Carolina expression, 

"When we recognize sin, we need to get shut of it!"  This means 

we must get rid of it immediately, put it out right away.  Yet 

many people linger on in doctrinally corrupt organizations, when 

they know their church is corrupt!  May God help us to "get shut" 

of sin! 

 

(7) Perverting and/or Neglecting Marriage and Family 

 

 Marriage and family is the key doctrine of the Bible.  In 

today's Sabbath-keeping groups, this doctrine is horribly 

perverted.  Biblical family and married life is rarely practiced. 

 Marriage is for life.  Churches of God have almost 

uniformly perverted scriptures such as Genesis 2:24, allowing 

divorce and remarriage contrary to the Bible.  Twisted human 

reasoning born out of physical lust and perverted minds have come 

up with all sorts of aberrant ideas supposedly allowing divorce 

and remarriage, interracial marriage, and even acceptance of 

homosexuality.  We are not talking about Protestants and 

Catholics.  We are talking about avowed Sabbath-keepers. 

 One man said that "God didn't condemn David for marrying 

more than one wife.  So God allows a man to have more than one 

wife by divorcing and remarrying."  A  minister (falsely) 

claiming to be "conservative" says that "except it be for 

fornication" in Matthew 19:9 means "except it be for fraud or 

some other problem."  Thousands of Sabbath keepers condemned 

television evangelist Jim Bakker for his much publicized 

adultery.  Yet these same people are promoting adultery right in 

the church by accepting false divorce and remarriage teachings. 

 Let's carry the marriage and family teaching one step 

further.  Suppose we do understand, as the Bible says, that 

marriage is for life, with no way out of a bound marriage.  How 

loving and caring are we in our marriages and families?  Here is 

where we all fall short.  We need to "focus on the family" and 

"turn our hearts toward home." 

 The Sabbath, Tithing, Fellowship, and all the ways of the 

Eternal are important.  Butif we are not practicing the way of 

love in our families and marriages, we have missed the boat 

entirely.  A loving, growing relationship between husband and 

wife.  Children taught the truth, lovingly tended to by their 

parents.  This is what the Eternal wants for us.  Not marrying 

someone else.  Not neglecting the family by business and other 

pursuits. 

 This is where I fall down worst of all.  I communicate with 

hundreds of people via correspondence through our Giving & 

Sharing service.  On my job as a computer applications 

consultant, I am constantly dealing with people in the Company I 

work for.  Yet all to often I don't communicate effectively with 



my wife and our three children.  They only get the "scraps off 

the table" of my time.  This is the most common  sin of men 

today.  It is a devastating sin.  May the Eternal help us men to 

repent.  We need His help to become the loving husbands and 

fathers we should be. 

 Suppose you are divorced and struggling to raise a family 

alone?  Or maybe you have never married and can't seem to find 

the right mate?  Satan is bombarding you with thoughts of 

discouragement, and in many cases, wrong physical desires.  Do 

not yield to sin.  If you are divorced or separated from your 

true mate, do not yield to sin and remarry (which is adultery).  

If you are eligible to marry, do not hastily rush into an ill-

conceived union.  Sexual sins and lusts still plague many Sabbath 

keepers, both men and women.  Many ministers actually promote 

doctrines which encourage sexual sins.  We need to rid our lives 

of these sins. 

 

The Laodicean Attitude 

 

 These seven sins of today's church are all different facets 

of a certain attitude, or frame of mind.  We call it the 

"Laodicean Attitude."  It is a prevalent trend of this age.  Each 

of the seven characteristic sins of the church of this age show a 

lack of zeal for the truth, the trend to take the easy way out, 

the path of least resistance.  The majority have a "rich and 

increased with goods" attitude. 

 In the Messiah's message to the seven churches of Asia 

Minor, the Church of Laodicea is mentioned last.  While these 

messages are applicable to each and every messianic believer 

throughout the ages, it is also true that the messages are 

chronological, cataloging the eras of the history of the true 

church.  The message to Laodicea describes the prevalent 

condition of the church at the very end time.  Those who deny 

this are ignoring the facts. 

 The "Laodicean Attitude" is lackadaisical toward sin.  

Laodiceans do not zealously get the sin out, pictured by the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread.  They are not blatant sinners, but are 

not too concerned about perfection. 

 

Revelation 3:14-19  And unto the angel of the church of the 

Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and 

true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; I know thy 

works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold 

or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor 

hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am 

rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and 

knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 

blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the 

fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou 

mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not 

appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest 



see. As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous 

therefore, and repent. 

 

 Laodiceans are satisfied with the truth they have.  They 

falsely claim to be holding fast to the truth they were taught. 

They have watered down much truth they once had, yet they don't 

know it. 

 In an attempt to obtain a more generous severance package, 

one minister initiated a lawsuit against his parent church from 

which he was disfellowshipped.   When my brother-in-law 

confronted him for this sin (I Corinthians 6:1-8), the minister 

angrily retorted, "I have nothing to repent of.  The lawyer made 

me do it!"  Laodiceans think they have no sin, nothing to repent 

of.  They are blind to their own sins.  Yet they claim to be the 

only ones having the truth, and that all others are evil. 

 The Bible further describes Laodiceanism in Colossians 

4:12-17.  Archippus, a Laodicean minister, was warned to be more 

diligent in his ministry.  Here is a man that typified the 

Laodicean attitude of laziness.  Lazy toward sin, not diligent 

enough to work on the self to get rid of sin. 

 

The Non-Laodiceans 

 

 Those who escape the "Laodicean Attitude" are those who 

zealously put sin out. 

They don't idolize organizations and ministers.  They don't steal 

tithes nor give tithes to those who do.  They are growing in the 

knowledge of Bible health principles and faith and reliance upon 

the Almighty to heal.  They do not water down the Sabbath and 

Holy Days.  They don't reject fellowship.  They encourage and 

inspire the brethren.  As zealous believers, they don't 

fellowship with corrupt organizations and ministers preaching 

rank heresy.  And they haven't perverted the Bible doctrine of 

marriage and family.  They are growing into a more perfect union 

with their families and their Creator.  Non-Laodiceans see their 

own sins and zealously repent and get sin out of their lives. 

 Revelation 14:12, "Here is the patience of the saints: here 

are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of 

Jesus."ê 

 

 

Polluted Bread for Passover? 

 

Whole Grain Passover Bread or Jewish Matzos?  

 

 For many years God's Church was very particular about the 

bread used at  the Passover Services.  Each year the 'Passover 

Bread' was carefully  made from the whole grain.  It was 

considered to be very important that the same recipe was 

meticulously followed year after year.  But in the past few years 

the Church has begun to use the Jewish matzos, which are 

"blessed" and proclaimed "kosher for the Passover service" by a 



rabbi.  These matzos are available in either whole wheat or 

white, but the Church uses the "official" white "Passover Bread." 

 

Symbolism of Passover Bread 

 

 The unleavened bread of which we partake during the 

Passover service is symbolic of the perfect, sinless body of 

Jesus Christ.  When this bread is broken during the service it 

represents His body being "broken" for us, I Corinthians 11:24; 

broken as a part of the sacrifice which reconciles us to God.  It 

is the physical part of that sacrifice:  "by His stripes ye are 

healed."  It is that part which is applied to our own bodies here 

and now -- in this life.  That part of the sacrifice of Christ 

which enable God to remove from us the physical penalties, which 

we incur in this life because of the transgression of His laws.  

When we accept a small piece broken from this bread we are to 

remember the enormous price that was paid, that we might be 

reconciled to God:  "this do in remembrance of me," I Corinthians 

11:24. 

 Is the type of bread we use at the Passover service really 

all that important?  The entire service is only symbolic anyway, 

so what possible difference could it make to God whether we use 

white bread or whole wheat? 

 It certainly seems as of it is important to God that this 

bread be free of any type of leavening.  If the composition of 

the bread -- in regard to leavening -- is that much of an issue 

with God, perhaps its composition matters to Him in other ways as 

well.  Let's see if the Bible has anything to say on this 

subject.  But first, briefly consider a few facts. 

Blemished White Bread 

 

 From the Book of Whole Grains, pages 14-15, we read:  "A 

grain of wheat is, first of all a seed.  The heart of the grain, 

so to speak, is the germ, or the embryo.  This is the part which, 

if the seed is planted, will develop into a new plant, and it is 

logically where most of the vitamins and minerals are stored.  

The major portion of the seed, the endosperm, contains the 

gluten-forming proteins glutenin and gliaden, and starch food for 

the developing embryo.  Surrounding the endosperm is a layer of 

aleurone cells (another protein) and several layers of bran, 

covered by a thin husk. 

 "Milling techniques have changed drastically since the 

first wheat kernels were ground into flour.  The earliest mills 

pulverized the germ right along with the endosperm, releasing the 

vitamin-rich wheat germ oil into the flour, coloring and 

flavoring it slightly.   Although this seems desirable to those 

of us seeking to improve the vitamin and mineral content of our 

food, it was not convenient to the grocer or baker, since wheat 

germ oil soon becomes rancid, and bags of flour left on the shelf 

will spoil.  The invention in the mid-nineteenth century of 

roller mills which separated the germ from the wheat kernel and 



allowed the germ to be sifted out was considered a great 

technological advance. 

 "Later developments in milling have included screening out 

most of the bran along with the germ, blowing off any remaining 

bran or aleurone layers, and bleaching the remaining fine powder.  

Since the flour resulting from these 'refinements' is depleted of 

most of its nutrients, not to mention fiber, modern nutritionists 

have had to be called upon to 'enrich' flour by putting a few 

vitamins and minerals back into their product." 

 

Christ's Body Was Unblemished 

 

 The lamb which was to represent Christ at the Passover 

service under the Old Covenant was to be without blemish, Exodus 

12:5.  Would it be acceptable therefore for us to use a blemished 

bread as a symbol of Christ under the New Covenant -- which is a 

"better" covenant, with "better" promises -- or does it make any 

difference? 

 In Leviticus 2:14, we read, "If you offer a grain offering 

of your firstfruits to the Lord, you shall offer . . . green 

heads of grain roasted on the fire, beaten from full heads" 

(NIV). 

 Christ offered Himself without spot, Hebrews 9:14.  He is 

the first of the firstfruits.  He never sinned.  His body 

qualified to be offered as a sacrifice for our sins, which of 

itself proves it was unblemished. 

 Deuteronomy 15:21 reads, "But if there is any defect in it, 

if it is lame or blind or has any serious defect, you shall not 

sacrifice it to the Lord your God" (NIV). 

 Throughout history bread has been known as the "staff of 

life."  It is this staple food which has supported the life and 

health of man for thousands of years.  When the grain is grown in 

the proper manner, in the proper soil the resulting bread is a 

perfect food, and well suited to represent the perfect body of 

Christ. 

 

White Bread is a Deception 

 

 However, milled white flour is not a perfect food.  When 

the Danish government banned the milling of grains during World 

War I, the death rate fell 34%.  During World War II, England 

experienced much the same results.  After similar findings, the 

United States government forced the milling companies to add 

enough nutrients (many of which were completely artificial) to 

the flour to at least allow for basic human survival.  But by 

doing this, they did not even begin to return the full two-thirds 

of the life-giving elements, which they had robbed from the grain 

in the first place.  In addition, some 30 chemicals were added to 

the flour -- but since it was unable to support the life of 

bacteria or insects no preservatives were needed. 

 In a comparison of white flour to freshly ground whole 

wheat, 15 major nutrients plus trace elements were lost.  One 



hundred percent of the vitamin E was lost.  Of the remaining 14: 

seven lost over 74%, and seven lost over 50%.  These figures do 

not reflect the many vitamins and trace elements which were not 

considered in the study.  Twenty-two percent of the germ protein 

was lost, which is enough that the remaining protein will not 

support growth. 

 Simply put:  White flour is a deception -- a lie!  It 

purports to be the "staff of life."  The milling companies claim 

it is just as good, or (incredibly) even better than whole wheat!  

But the truth is, this mineral-deficient lifeless substance is 

directly responsible for a long list of deficiency diseases, and 

at least partially responsible for nearly all the sickness in the 

civilized world. 

 Of all the foods eaten by man today, none could be said to 

be so perfectly symbolic of the mind and heart of Satan the Devil 

as white flour -- who is even himself "transformed as an angel of 

light. . . . ," II Corinthians 11:14! 

 Remember how Satan promised Eve, " . . .  Ye shall not 

surely die."  But she did die.  And her husband died.  And her 

children died.  And mankind has been sick and dying ever since.  

He deceived her.  Instead of life, as he promised, his way has 

brought pain, misery and death to all mankind. 

 

Christ the Bread of Life 

 

 Christ also promised life to men, John 10:10, "I am come 

that they might have life, and that they might have it more 

abundantly."  Christ says He is the true Manna, "the Bread of 

Life," John 6:35.  Israel lived on manna (the bread from God) for 

nearly 40 years, yet laboratory rats cannot live on white flour 

for 40 days!  The life of rats fed a diet of white flour is 

filled with pain and suffering and ends in premature death. 

Malachi and Leviticus Settle It 

 

 If you add to all this the fact that the "kosher" Passover 

bread has been blessed by rabbis (descendants of the very ones 

who killed the Bread of Life in the first place), we believe it 

begins to make a strong case against the use of this bread for 

the Passover service. 

 Now consider Malachi 1:6-7:  "A son honoureth his father, 

and a servant his master:  if then I be a father, where is mine 

honour?  and if I be a master, where is my fear?  saith the LORD 

of hosts unto you, O Priests, that despise my name.  And ye say, 

wherein have we despised thy name?  Ye offer POLLUTED BREAD upon 

mine altar; and ye say wherein have we polluted thee?  In that ye 

say the table of the LORD is contemptible." 

 Leviticus 22:21-25 further amplifies God's displeasure for 

an attitude of contempt toward an offering:  "And whosoever 

offereth a sacrifice of peace offerings unto the Lord to 

accomplish his vow, or a freewill offering in beeves or sheep It 

shall be perfect to be accepted, there shall be no blemish 

therein.  Blind, or broken, or maimed, or having a wen, or 



scurvy, or scabbed, ye shall not offer these unto the LORD, nor 

make an offering by fire of them upon the altar unto the LORD. 

Either a bullock or a lamb that hath anything superfluous or 

lacking in his parts, that mayest thou offer for a freewill 

offering; but for a vow it shall not be accepted.  Ye shall 

not offer unto the LORD that which is bruised, or crushed, or 

broken, or cut; neither shall ye make any offering thereof in 

your land.  Neither from a stranger's hand shall ye offer the 

bread of your God of any of these; because their corruption is in 

them, and blemishes be in them: they shall not be accepted for 

you." 

 

Importance of Using Proper Symbols 

 

 If white matzos were the only thing available, perhaps we 

could understand why the Church would use them.  But since it is 

a very simple matter to obtain a proper bread to symbolize the 

perfect body of our Savior at the Passover service, why not use a 

proper bread? 

 Is the symbolism surrounding the Passover service important 

to God?  We believe the scriptures here presented prove that it 

is.  In light of these facts, how can God's Church continue to 

use this deceptive, emaciated, emasculated, hurtful substance -- 

which has been blessed by a false religious leader -- to 

represent the torn and shredded body of the Son of God, our 

Savior -- our Passover -- who was sacrificed for us?  Can we, 

now, continue to take this white bread with a clear conscience?  

"And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not 

of faith:  for whatsoever is not of faith is sin." 

 

-- written by Ed Bursonê 

 

 

 

 

 

Passover Bread Recipe 

by Loma Armstrong 

 

 

Yield:  500 servings for Passover 

 

 

Ingredients: 

 

  4 cups freshly ground whole wheat pastry flour 

  1 1/2 teaspoons sea salt 

  3 tablespoons real butter 

  2 tablespoons oil mixed in 1 cup water 

 

 

Directions: 



 

Sift flour and measure.  Add salt, sift again, or stir thoroughly 

(in a food processor, if available).  Cut butter into small 

pieces and add to flour after each cut (or cut in with a pastry 

cutter).  Add oil and water to flour (while running processor).  

Mix until it forms a ball of dough that comes away from the side 

of the bowl.  Knead lightly on floured board 1 minute to a smooth 

ball.  Lightly flour the bowl again.  Pinch 1 cup dough and 

flatten, then roll as thin as possible.  Roll it until it just 

holds together without breaking when pulled.  Place the rolled 

dough on an ungreased sheet and make one cut so the pieces may 

conveniently fit on the serving plate.  Bake 8-10 minutes in a 

preheated oven at 3500 until puffy and lightly browned. 

 

Instructions for Use: 

 

Depending on the number taking Passover, set aside a reasonable 

amount for the Passover service.  Use the remainder for ordinary 

bread during the Feast of Unleavened Bread.ê 

 

 

 

Let a Man Examine Himself 

 

 In giving instructions to the Corinthians regarding the 

observance of the Passover ordinance, Paul said, "Let a man 

examine himself."  What did he mean by this?  How  should we 

examine ourselves prior to taking the Passover? 

 There are, to be sure, many areas in our lives where we can 

examine ourselves in the light of God's Word, to see if we 

measure up to the name "Christian."  We may want to examine 

ourselves as a husband or wife, as a mother or father to our 

children, as an employee to our employer, or an employer to those 

who work for us.  We could examine ourselves within the context 

of our neighborhood -- are we someone that people like to be 

near?  We can examine ourselves by the mirror of God's law -- 

going down each of the Ten Commandments, reflecting and 

meditating on our daily lives, to see where we may fall short and 

miss the mark. 

 Then there is the "tongue" -- that little member, as James 

wrote,  that can be a fire, a "world of iniquity" and can indeed 

be as he  said, "an unruly evil -- full of deadly poison," James 

3:6, 8.   Yes, we can examine ourselves in the light of what 

James said  about the tongue, and see if we more often than not 

"put our mouth into gear before our brain," as people often say 

about those who speak before they think. 

 Are the words that come out of your mouth woven with the 

threads of love, kindness, patience, concern, joy, and 

understanding, or are they laced with harshness, impatience, 

vaulted vanity, and sprinkled with cutting sarcasm? 

 Do we jump into arguments at the "drop of a hat"?  If 

someone has said something about us we don't think they should 



have said, are we like a bullet from a gun -- fast to action in 

verbal diatribe and castigation to "get even" with that person?  

Do we tend to dominate all conversation we enter into with 

others? 

 Do we jump to fast conclusions about something we only 

partly see or hear, and start spreading false rumors and stories 

around to all that will listen? 

 Oh yes, there are so many ways this little member of ours 

can be "an unruly evil -- full of deadly poisons," if we do not 

restrain it. 

 We can examine ourselves in how much TV we watch each week, 

and what KIND of TV we decide to view.  How do we guide our 

children in their viewing of "the built-in baby sitter" as the TV 

has been called? 

 Maybe you want to examine yourself in Sabbath Keeping.  Is 

the Sabbath a delight and a joy to you, or do you just endure it, 

drifting through its hours, hardly able to wait for the sun to go 

down so you can "do your thing"? 

 You're feeling pretty good about the aforementioned 

examination topics -- the doctor is giving you a clean bill of 

health so far. You're in "good shape" as they say. 

 Well, let's see now.  You could see how you stack up 

against the BIG "3" (as some like to call them) -- Bible Study, 

Prayer, and Meditation. 

 Do you read and study your Bible as you, maybe, once 

studied, in those days of "first love" -- when you were 

discovering what the Bible REALLY said (and not what people said 

it said) was so EXCITING and thrilling? 

 Can you still get ENTHUSIASTIC over discovering something 

new in God's word, something you had never seen quite that way 

before?  I'm not talking about LARGE foundational truths and 

doctrines that you have already discovered and been enthusiastic 

over, but those small things that just keep popping out at you as 

you read the Word.  Let me give you an example. 

 For years and years, and more years, I have read many times 

the words of Jesus, "Fear not, little flock; for it is your 

Father's good pleasure to give you the Kingdom," Luke 12:32.  One 

day as I was looking in one of the Bible Commentaries in my 

library, looking for something else at the time, I discovered a 

comment about the words "little flock."  It is what is called in 

the Greek, a double diminutive.  In the English language we would 

write it something like, "little, little flock," or, "very little 

flock." 

 Now this discovery was not earth-shattering -- it did not 

change any large foundational doctrine of God -- it did not 

change the way I should live.  It was just a bit of knowledge 

about a few words of the Bible that I did not have before.  Yet I 

got excited over finding that small truth.  God's Word is ever 

full of such discoveries, no matter how long you've been reading 

it. 

 If you have passed with a reasonably good mark on the big 

three, then you could try the "fasting" examination.  Does a year 



go by and you come to the Day of Atonement only to realize you 

didn't have a spiritual fast on any day since the last Day of 

Atonement? 

 How about "service to others"?  Did you, since you last 

took stock to examine yourself to see if you were "in the faith," 

SERVE someone -- HELP someone -- GIVE to someone of your time, 

talent, encouragement, condolence, or perhaps give of your 

physical money, food, or goods to those in need? 

 Did you send a card to some person -- maybe for their 

wedding anniversary, perhaps a "get well card" to someone with a 

chronic illness, or an individual who finds themselves in the 

hospital for one reason or another? 

 The apostle John was inspired to write, "By this we come to 

know -- progressively to recognize, to perceive, to understand 

the [essential] love: that He laid down His [own] life for us; 

and we ought to lay [our] lives down for [those who are our] 

brothers [in Him]," 1 John 3:16, Amplified Bible. 

 The Greek "to lay" in the sentence, "to lay down our lives 

for the brethren," is in the PRESENT tense, meaning, "and we 

ought to be continually laying down our lives for the brethren." 

 How do we continually lay down our lives for others?  John 

goes on to answer in verses 17 and 18.  "But if any one has this 

world's goods -- resources for sustaining life -- and sees his 

brother and fellow believer in need, yet closes his heart of 

compassion against him, how can the love of God live and remain 

in him?  Little children, let us not love [merely] in theory or 

in speech, but in deed and truth -- in practice and in 

sincerity," Amplified Bible. 

 If we are serving our fellow man in whatever way and with 

whatever means are at our disposal, then John tells us in verse 

19, we can know we are of the truth. 

 

More Examinations 

 

 The same apostle, John, also wrote, " . . . He who does not 

love abides -- remains, is held and kept continually -- in 

[spiritual] death.  Any one who (abominates, detests) hates his 

brother [in Christ] is [at heart] a murderer, and you know that 

no murderer has eternal life abiding (persevering) within him," I 

John 3:14-15, Amplified Bible. 

 Is there someone -- a relative, neighbor, co-worker, church 

brother or sister -- whom you detest, abhor, and plain hate at 

heart?  I do not mean you detest or hate their sins, but you 

despise them as a person. 

 Do you have a grudge against someone -- a "bone to pick" 

with them?  Someone has "done you wrong" or you have done them 

wrong and you know it.  Maybe you must examine yourself along 

these lines, and get your heart cleaned up by God's spirit 

washing away your hate.  Maybe you must do what Jesus taught in 

Matthew 18:15 and Luke 17:1-4. 

 Many of us -- hopefully ALL of us -- can do what must be 

done to try and heal friendships.  We can "clear the air" -- we 



can forgive or ask for forgiveness from a friend or relative or 

Church acquaintance, but what about an ENEMY? 

 What about that individual who is a sworn enemy of yours?  

He is going to hate you "till hell freezes over" as the saying 

is.  He despises not only how you think, how you live, what you 

say, but he or she just hates YOU -- as a person. 

 How do you measure up in your attitude and in your actions 

towards that kind of fellow? 

 You can examine yourself on this point with the light and 

teaching of Christ as found in Luke 6:27-29. 

 Let's get down to examining ourselves in the context and 

environment of "Church services and fellowship." 

 Oh, we may have nobody we hate or even dislike per se, but 

are we "cliquish" (only talking to and fellowshipping with, week 

after week, those with whom we have a natural affinity). Certain 

types of personalities are naturally drawn to each other, and 

this is not necessarily wrong.  But if you find you cannot, or do 

not, over a period of time, talk to all and everyone within your 

group -- if you find it hard to go and greet the new-comer -- if 

you find you are completely content with the "niche" you have 

carved for yourself in the body of Christ, to the exclusion of 

all others, then it's time to do an examination of yourself -- to 

see if you are in the faith. 

 Do you tend to be a complainer?  You feel "nothin's bein' 

done right" as far as the church group goes.  Maybe you gripe 

about this or gripe about that.  When the floor is open to 

suggestions or comments, are you the first to stand and complain 

about something?  Sure there is a time and place for constructive 

criticism, but if that's all that comes out of your mouth -- 

criticism -- then an examination on you part is called for, 

before others do it for you. 

 It is much better to examine ourselves than to have God or 

others do it for us. 

 Let's be willing to examine ourselves on how we accept 

sermonettes or sermons.  Do we "nit pick" on a continuous basis?  

Trying to poke holes in what was said -- disagreeing with every 

sentence uttered -- finding fault with the delivery, inflection 

of voice, arm or hand gestures, etc., etc. 

 True, we are not to be "dumb sheep" just leaving our minds 

at the door and letting someone else do our thinking for us.  On 

the other hand we should not let the pendulum swing all the way 

to the other side either, and become a chronic critic. 

 Maybe you do not belong to a "clique" nor have you carved a 

niche in your "comfortable pew" (as one book was called that came 

out in complaint about lazy comfortable Christians) in services, 

but do you show favoritism?  You like this or that person more 

than others because they drive the same car as you -- the "only 

car worth having" as far as you are concerned.  Or, they like the 

same music that you like, or they dress in your view like the 

"cat's me-ow." 



 Perhaps it's the job they have, the position they hold in 

the community, or any number of other things this or that person 

has, that makes you show favor to them above others. 

 For those who are "up front" leaders in services, such as 

deacons, deaconesses, song leaders, announcement persons, or 

Sabbath-school teachers -- do you show favoritism in different 

ways?  If you are song leader, do you always ask the same two or 

three people to open and close with prayer, when you know there 

are many others who can do it also, and would like to do it from 

time to time?  That is favoritism! 

 Your group has the blessing of a keyboard player for the 

song service.  You have the added blessing of having more than 

one keyboard player in your services.  Do you share their 

talents, giving them all a chance to play, if they are willing to 

do so?  I have experienced some churches and fellowship groups 

that have that blessing of more than one pianist, yet only one is 

chosen or asked to play, and the roof will fall in before anyone 

else gets the job, even if the regular player can not make it to 

services for some reason.  Everybody has to try and sing "a 

cappella" (without instrumental accompaniment) while the other 

pianists sit there never being asked to serve.  This is also 

favoritism. 

 And favoritism of any kind is wrong, brethren.  It is sin -

- it misses the mark.  James was inspired to clearly tell us so, 

in the book that bears his name, chapter 2 and verses 1-9. 

 Do you have a particular "minister of the gospel" that you 

idolize?  A man you would do anything for, even commit suicide 

for, or lie for, or even kill for. 

 Many in recent times have done some of those very things. 

For a man they, unknowingly and not with planned forethought 

perhaps (but did nevertheless), came to worship as if he was 

God's infallible servant in word and deed.  Do you remember 

"Jonestown"?  For those of you who do not, maybe your public 

library carries the book. 

 You think this cannot happen in God's church.  Wrong!  It 

happened right at the beginning -- within 70 years of the start 

of the New Testament Church.  People began to follow people -- 

men began to have their "minister" idols.  It's recorded for us.  

Read about it in I Corinthians 1:12-13. This too is a sin! 

 There are so many areas of our lives we could put under the 

magnifying glass of self-examination, that a whole book could be 

written on the subject.  Probably someone somewhere, has done 

just that -- written a book on the topic of self-examination.  

Certainly God's Word examines us if we will let it. 

 

Search Me, Oh God 

 

 This was the attitude of David (a man after God's own 

heart) in Psalm 139:23.  He cried out for God to search him, to 

know his heart, to know even his thoughts.  He wanted God to see 

if there was any wicked way in him. 



 This is the attitude of a truly converted person -- someone 

who desires to be shown his error, his sins of heart and mind -- 

sins of OMISSION as well as sins of COMMISSION.  This is the 

attitude of someone who is willing to examine him or her self 

through the light of God's Word and Spirit. 

 Jeremiah also cried out to God and said, "O LORD, correct 

me, but with judgment, not in thine anger, lest thou bring me to 

nothing,"  Jeremiah 10:24. 

 You will notice that Jeremiah was very wise in his asking 

to be examined; he asked God not to do it in anger.  A good 

lesson for all of us to learn, for who would want to fall into 

the hands of an angry God? 

 Notice the verse previous to the one quoted above in 

Jeremiah 10.  It is telling us that man, by himself, without the 

help of God, cannot properly and clearly direct the true way he 

should live, speak, or think. He may be able to see that 

stealing, or murder, or rape, is not good for society, but can he 

see where the very thought of wanting to do these things is 

wrong?  Can he see that publishing magazines of nude men or women 

for people to lust over in their minds, is sin?  Can he see that 

to hate someone in your heart is wicked?  By and large, mankind 

does not see these things as evil.  Overall, he cannot direct his 

steps himself.  If he could, the world would not have all the 

pain, troubles, crime, wars, and sickness it has.  He would be 

able to make his own utopia and God would not have to send Jesus 

Christ back to this earth to show mankind the way in which he 

should walk. 

 Do you want God to look upon you as He did David?  What 

must you do for God to look upon you with favor?  There are a 

number of things the word tells us we must do -- two of them are 

found in Isaiah 66:2, " . . . but to THIS MAN will I look, even 

to him that is poor and of a CONTRITE SPIRIT, and TREMBLETH at My 

word." 

 We are to be humble, teachable in spirit, and to deeply 

respect with an obedient heart, the Word of God.  And, part of 

God's word says we are to EXAMINE OURSELVES! 

 J. B. Phillips translated II Corinthians 13:5 this way: 

"You should be looking at yourselves to make sure that you are 

really Christ's.  It is yourselves that you should be testing . . 

. . You ought to know by this time that Christ is in you, unless 

you are not real Christians at all." 

 Our heavenly Father wants us to examine OURSELVES -- to 

willfully take the time to ask for guidance through the Holy 

Spirit in showing us our sins -- to see where we fall short as we 

look into God's mirror -- as we read and study and meditate on 

His law and word. 

 He wants us to learn and be corrected through others.  To 

learn and be corrected by sermonettes, sermons, and articles we 

read -- through the experiences and errors that others have made 

who went before, and who can now help us not make the same 

mistake. 



 God wants US -- you and me -- to judge and examine 

OURSELVES.  He does not want to directly do it for us.  That 

would only bring His chastening upon us. 

 Just as a physical parent does not want to meter out 

punishment of various kinds, upon his or her child, for them to 

learn the way to go, but wants the child to listen and obey his 

words, to examine himself, so as to avoid punishment.  Likewise, 

our Heavenly Father wants the same with His sons and daughters. 

 But if His children will not examine themselves to see if 

they be in the faith, then with loving concern, He must step in 

and chasten them, in order that they not perish with the world. 

 "For if we searchingly examined ourselves -- detecting our 

shortcomings and recognizing our own condition -- we should not 

be judged and penalty decreed [by the divine judgment].  But when 

we [fall short and] are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined 

and chastened so that we may not (finally) be condemned (to 

eternal punishment along) with the world," I Corinthians 11:31-

32, Amplified Bible. 

 There is probably no better time to have personal 

introspection than at the Passover season.  We are admonished by 

the Apostle Paul: "But let a man examine himself, and so let him 

eat of that bread, and drink of that cup," I Corinthians 11:28. 

 

--written by Keith Huntê 

 

 

Passover and  

Feast of Unleavened Bread Quizz 

 

 

 

============================== 

 

______________________________ 

A 

============================== 

nswers to the following quiz are at the end of of this section.  

Try this test  "closed book."  If you cannot determine the 

answers, then check your  Bible or concordance, as well as other 

articles in Biblical Holy Days. 

 

Matching -- Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread 

 

1.  10th day first month 

2.  14th day first month 

3.  15th day first month 

4.  21st day first month 

5.  14th day second month 

6.  Aaron 

7.  Abib 

8.  at evening, sunset, end of day 

9.  Goshen 



10. hyssop 

11. Jannes & Jambres 

12. leaven 

13. lintel and two side door posts 

14. morning 

15. new wine 

16. night 

17. Passover 

18. Passover, wrongly translated  

 "Easter" in Acts 12:4 

19. Pilgrimage Feast 

20. sheaf, Lev. 23:10-12 

21. strong drink, Dt. 14:26 

22. twilight, after sunset, before dark 

23. unleavened bread 

24. unleavened bread & bitter herbs 

25. wine 

 

__ a. used to spread Passover blood on doorposts, Ex. 12:22 

__ b. Passover lamb selected, Ex. 12:3 

__ c. to be eaten with OT Passover, Ex. 12:8 

__ d. where Passover blood was put as a mark, Ex. 12:7,22 

__ e. passing over of death angel, Ex. 12:27 

__ f. "green ears" also called Nisan, Ex. 12:1, 13:4, Esther 

3:7 

__ g. last Holy Day of Feast of Unleavened Bread, Lev. 23:6-

8 

__ h. area of Egypt where Israel lived, Ex. 8:22 

__ i. Pharaoh's top magicians, II Tim. 3:8, Ex. 7:11 

__ j. second Passover, Num. 9:1-14 

__ k. Moses' brother, Ex. 7:1-2 

__ l. yayin, fermented grape juice, symbolic of Messiah's 

shed blood 

__ m. ba erev, Lev. 23:32, Ex. 12:18  

__ n. Greek pascha, Strong's #3957 

__ o. omer, Strong's #6016, 7 pints 

__ p. se'or, Strong's #7603, or chametz, Strong's 2557  

__ q. matztzah, Strong's #4682, Lev 23:6 

__ r. shekar, Strong's #7941, Dt. 14:26 

__ s. ben ha arbayim, Ex. 12:6       

__ t. boqer or boker, Strong's #1242, Ex. 12:22 

__ u. layil, Strong's #3915, Ex. 12:31  

__ v. pesach, Strong's #6453, Ex. 12:11  

__ w. day Israel left Egypt, by night, Ex. 12:40-42, Lev. 

23:6-7, Num. 33:3, Dt. 16:1 

__ x. tirosh, Strong's #8492, Judges 9:13 

__ y. chag, Strong's #2282, and our article "Feast Days or 

Holy Days," section 2.2, Dt. 16:16 

True-False Questions 

 

__ 1. Only Israelites were freed from Egyptian bondage.  

Exodus 12:37-38. 



__ 2. Anyone who ate leavened bread during the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread was "cut off" from Israel.  Exodus 23:15. 

__ 3. We are to teach the significance of the Passover and 

Feast of Unleavened Bread to our children.  Exodus 12:25-27, 

13:14-15. 

__ 4. Israel left Egypt the same night Egypt's firstborn 

were slain.  Exodus 12:22, 42, Numbers 33:3. 

__ 5. Lots of people kept the Old Testament Passover 

together in large meeting halls.  Exodus 12:3-4.  

__ 6. At least 1-2 million Israelites were freed from 

Egyptian slavery.  Exodus 12:37. 

__ 7. The exodus fell exactly 430 years after an important 

Old Testament event.  Exodus 12:40-41 (Genesis 17). 

 

 

Biblical Chronology of Passover Observance 

 

1. The following scriptures are a chronological list of 

Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread observance.  Tell who kept 

the Passover Feast, and where they kept it. Put an asterisk (*) 

next to the verse when the Second Passover was kept. 

 

Scripture    Who    Where 

Exodus 12   _______________  ___________________ 

Numbers 9:1-14  _______________  ___________________ 

Joshua 5:10-11  _______________  ___________________ 

II Chronicles 8:13  _______________ 

 ___________________ 

II Chronicles 30:13, 21 _______________ 

 ___________________ 

II Kings 23:21-23 and 

II Chronicles 35:17 _______________  ___________________ 

Ezra 6:19-22  _______________  ___________________ 

Luke 2:40-43  _______________  ___________________ 

John 2:13-25, 6:4  _______________ 

 ___________________ 

Matthew 26, Mark 14, 

Luke 22, John 13  _______________  ___________________ 

Acts 12:1-5   _______________ 

 ___________________ 

Acts 20:6   _______________  ___________________ 

 

 

2. Using the following scrambled activities, set up an agenda 

for observance of the Christian Passover.  Put an asterisk (*) by 

the three most important activities.  (Some activities may be 

repeated during the service.) 

 

a. hymn from Psalms, b. wine, c. private prayer and meditation, 

d. footwashing, e. unleavened bread, f. scripture reading, g. 

brief public prayer, h. dismissal.  

Your answer: ________________________________________________ 



 

   

 ________________________________________________ 

 

   

 ________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Matching -- People of the Crucifixion 

 

1.  Joseph of Arimathaea 

2.  Pontius Pilate 

3.  Thomas 

4.  Peter 

5.  Judas Iscariot 

6.  Barabbas 

7.  Mary Magdalene 

8.  Herod (Antipas) 

9.  Simon a Cyrenian 

10. Lazarus 

11. Centurion 

12. Salome 

13. Malchus 

14. Nicodemas 

15. John the Apostle 

16. Caiaphas 

17. Mary, mother of Jesus 

__ a. betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver, Mat. 26:14-16 

__ b. Jewish High Priest, Mat. 26:57 

__ c. tetrarch of Galilee, Luke 3:1 

__ d. Roman officer in charge of crucifixion, Mk. 15:39,44-

45 

__ e. carried stake for Jesus, Mk. 15:21 

__ f. prepared Jesus' body for burial with 100 lbs. myrrh & 

aloes, John 19:38-40 

__ g. the disciple Jesus loved, beat Peter in race to empty 

tomb of Jesus, John 20:1-4 

__ h. brother of Mary & Martha, resurrected by Jesus, Jn. 

11:1-46 

__ i. mother of James and John, Mat. 4:21, 27:56, Mark 15:40 

__ j. a robber and murderer, released instead of Jesus, John 

18:39-40, Mark 15:7 

__ k. Roman governor of Judaea, Lk. 3:1 

__ l. denied Christ 3 times, Lk. 22:61 

__ m. Jesus entrusted John to care 

for this person, Jn. 19:25-27 

__ n. asked Pilate for body of Jesus, 

Mat. 27:57-58, Jn. 19:38 

__ o. first person to see empty tomb, and resurrected Jesus, 

Mark 16:9 

__ p. wouldn't believe Jesus had 



been resurrected until he saw 

it for himself, Jn. 20:24-25 

__ q. high priest's servant, Peter 

cut off his ear, Jn. 18:10 

Fill in the Blanks 

 

1. Early New Testament believers were called Quartodecimans 

because they kept the Christian Passover on the __________ day of 

the first month. 

 

2. Moses told Pharaoh, "Thus saith the Lord, 'Let my ______ 

go, that they may _____ me . . . . that they may hold a _____ 

unto me in the _________'."  Exodus 3:18, 4:22-23, 5:1, 3, 8, 17, 

7:16, 8:1, 8, 20, 9:1,13, 10:3, 7-9, 11, 24-25, 12:31 

 

3. What kind of animal could be used for the Lord's Passover 

sacrifice?  "Your ____ shall be without _______, a ____ of the 

_____ year:  ye shall take it out from the _____, or from the 

_____." Exodus 12:5 

 

4. "Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole ____?  

Purge out therefore the ___ ______, that ye may be a new lump, as 

ye are unleavened.  For even Christ our ________ is sacrificed 

for us:  Therefore let us keep the _____, not with ___ ______, 

neither with the leaven of ______ and __________; but with the 

__________ bread of _________ and _____."  I Corinthians 5:6-8 

 

 

Multiple Choice 

 

Circle the correct answer: 

 

1. When God told Israel in Egypt not to go out of their houses 

on Passover until the morning, Exodus 12:22, He meant:  a. they 

could leave their houses any time after midnight, b. if Pharaoh 

ordered them to go, they could leave immediately, c. they could 

not leave their houses until daybreak, d. none of the above. 

 

2. The term "Feast of Unleavened Bread" is used about 14  

times in the Bible, whereas "Days of Unleavened Bread" is used 

two times.  This indicates that:  a. Feast of Unleavened Bread is 

the better term, because it is a Pilgrimage Feast, b. We should 

use the term "Days of Unleavened Bread" because it is not a 

Pilgrimage Feast like Tabernacles, c. "Days of Unleavened Bread" 

is a mistranslation,  d. a. and c. are both correct. 

 

3. What did Messiah mean when He said, "Take heed and beware 

of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees" Matthew 

16:6- 12?  a.  their hearts were puffed up like leaven, b.  

beware of their false doctrine, c.  they kept the correct day for 

Pentecost and Passover, d.  all of the above. 

 



4. In the New Testament, leaven is shown to be like:  a.  the 

Kingdom of Heaven, b.  false doctrine, c.  malice and wickedness, 

d.  all of the above. See Matthew 13:33, 16:6-12, Luke 13:20-21, 

I Corinthians 5:6-8. 

 

5. Which of the following are Pilgrimage Feasts?  a. Weeks 

(Pentecost, Harvest),  b. New Moons,  c. Sabbath,  d. Unleavened 

Bread,  e. Trumpets, f. Tabernacles,  g. Atonement,  h. all of 

the above.  See Ex. 23:14-17, 34:18-23, Deut. 16:16, II Chron. 

8:13. 

 

 

Matching -- Places of the Crucifixion 

 

1. Emmaus 

2. Bethany 

3. Palace 

4. Potter's Field, or Field of Blood 

5. Judgment Seat or Hall of Judgment, Pavement (Gabbatha) 

6. Praetorium or Common Hall 

7. Golgotha, or Place of the Skull 

8. Guestchamber, large upper room 

9. Garden of Gethsemane 

10. Garden Sepulcher, Tomb 

11. Sea of Tiberias 

12. Jerusalem 

 

 

 

 

 

__ a. Roman soldiers mocked and beat Jesus, here, Mat. 

27:27,  Mark 15:16-20 

__ b. Jesus prayed here and was betrayed, Mat. 26:36, John 

18:1-2 

__ c. Jesus told his disciples to wait here for the Holy 

Spirit, Luke 24:49 

__ d. two disciples met Jesus on road to this city, 7-8 

miles from Jerusalem, Lk. 24:13-35 

__ e. Passover kept here, Mark 14:12,14; Luke 22:11-12 

__ f. place of crucifixion, Mat. 27:33 

__ g. 2 miles from Jerusalem, home of Lazarus, Jesus stayed 

here, John 11:1, 18  

__ h. High Priest's home, Mat. 

26:58, John 18:15 

__ i. Peter caught 153 fish here, 

John 21:1,11 

__ j. where Pilate tried Jesus, Mat. 

27:2, 19, John 18:28, 19:13 

__ k. near Golgotha, John 19:41-42 

__ l. bought with 30 pieces of silver 

that Judas returned, Mat. 27:3-10 



 

 

Plagues of Egypt 

 

In Exodus, find and list the ten plagues the Almighty brought 

upon the Egyptians.  Place an asterisk (*) next to the plagues 

that the Egyptian magicians  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

could duplicate.  Place a double asterisk (**) next to the first 

plague in which the land of Goshen, where the Israelites lived, 

was spared.  Place three asterisks (***) next to the plague that 

finally led to Israel's exodus from Egyptian bondage. 

 

 

============================== 

 

______________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

============================== 

 

Who Said This? 

 

1. __________"Behold the Lamb of God!"  John 1:36 

2. __________"It is expedient for us that one man should die 

for the people, and that the whole nation perish not."  John 

11:49-50 

3. __________"Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he; take 

him, and lead him away safely."  Mark 14:44 

4. __________"My kingdom is not of this world." John 18:36 

5. __________"I am innocent of the blood of this just person."  

Mat. 27:24 

6. __________"Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?" 

Mark 14:61 

7. __________"I know not this man of whom ye speak." Mark 

14:70-71 

8. __________"He saved others; himself he cannot save." Mark 

15:31 



9. __________"Father, forgive them;  for they know not what 

they do." Luke 23:34 

10. __________"Lord, remember me when  thou comest into thy 

kingdom." Luke 23:42, Mark 15:27 

11. __________"Truly this man was the Son of God!"  Mark 15:39 

12. __________"Be not affrighted:  Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, 

which was crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold the 

place where they laid him." Mark 16:6 

13. __________"Peace be unto you." John 20:21, 26 

14. __________"Except I shall see in his hands the print of the 

nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust 

my hand into his side, I will not believe." John 20:24-25 

15. __________"I go a fishing." John 21:3 

16. __________"Feed my sheep." John 21:17 

 

 

Fill in the Blanks -- Crucifixion 

 

1. Jesus prophesied that He would be   _____   days and  _____ 

nights in the heart of the earth, Matthew 12:40. 

 

2. When Jesus resurrected _______  from the dead, this miracle 

caused a great stir and led directly to the Pharisees' plot to 

kill Jesus, John 11:41-54. 

3. The Chief Priests and Scribes didn't try to kill Jesus 

openly because they feared the _________, Matthew 21:45-46, 26:3-

5, Luke 22:2,6. 

 

4. _____ followed instructions of the Jewish religious 

authorities, who encouraged conspiracy, Matthew 26:14-16, John 

11:53-57 

 

5. The High Priest found Jesus  guilty of _________, and 

sentenced Him to _____, Matthew 26:63-66. 

 

6. There must have been ____ soldiers who crucified Jesus and 

the others. The soldiers parted His clothes seamless coat by 

casting ____, Matthew 27:35, Mark 15:24, Luke 23:34, John 19:23. 

 

7. Jesus was put on the stake at the _____ hour, which is 

about ____ in the morning.  There was darkness from the _____ 

hour until the _____ hour, that is, from ____ to _____ P.M., Mark 

15:25, 33. 

 

8. At the ninth hour, Jesus cried,  "Eli, Eli (or Eloi, Eloi), 

Lama Sabachthani?", which means, 

"____________________________________________________ 

________________________________?" Matthew 27:46, Mark 15:34. 

 

9. The ____ asked Pilate to speed up the death of those being 

crucified by breaking their ____, so that the bodies could be 



removed and buried before the _______, which was a special day 

called a ____ ___, John 19:31. 

 

10. When Jesus died, He exclaimed, 

____________________________, Luke 23:46, John 19:30. 

 

11. ______ of Arimathaea and _________ prepared Jesus' body for 

burial and placed it in a ___ tomb owned by ______.  ______ 

rolled a stone across the sepulcher.  Matthew 27:57-60, John  

19:38-40. 

 

12. Two disciples on their way to Emmaus were met by the 

resurrected Jesus.  They didn't recognize Him until He _____ 

_____, Luke 24:13-35. 

 

13. When Jesus appeared to the disciples behind closed doors, 

He showed His wounds, and ate ______ ____ and _________, Luke 

24:36- 43. 

 

 

New Testament Relatives 

 

 Father  Mother Sons   Verses 

 

1.Zebedee  ______ _____ and _____Mat. 4:21, 27:56, Mk. 

15:40 

 

2. God   ______ N/A   Mat. 1:1-16, Lk. 

3:22-38 

 

3. ________ Mary* _____ and _____,  

      _____ and _____ Mat. 13:55, Mk. 

6:3 

4. The brothers of Simon of Cyrene were _____ and _____ Mk. 

15:21. 

 

5. *This Mary's sister's name was ____, the wife of _______, 

Luke 24:18, John 19:25. 

 

6. Simon Peter's brother was named ______, Matthew 4:18. 

 

7. The sisters of Lazarus were ____ and ______, John 11:1-3. 

 

8. History says that ______ __ __________ was an uncle of 

Jesus. 

 

9. John the Baptist was the ____________ of Jesus, Luke 1:36. 

 

 

 

Sacred Calendar 

 



1. Give the season of the year for the following  New Moon 

Crescents: 

 

a. right crescent  _______________ 

b. top crescent  _______________ 

c. bottom crescent _______________ 

d. left crescent  _______________ 

 

2. At Passover and the first Holy Day of the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread, which phase is the moon in?  (new moon, first 

quarter, full moon or last quarter)     

 _______________ 

 

3. How many days does Abib have? _____ 

 

 

Searching for Leaven 

 

You are going to "de-leaven" your house in preparation for the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread.  Circle the following products which 

should be removed from your premises:  

 

a.  baking powder,  b.  soda crackers,  c.  soda pop,   d.  

bicarbonate of soda,  e.  raised breads and crackers,  f.  beer,  

g.  angel food cake,  h.  sourdough,  i.  pasta,  j.  brewer's 

yeast,  k.  yogurt,  l.  wine,  m.  crumbs from the toaster and 

vacuum cleaner bag,  n.  lemon meringue pie,  o.  baking yeast. 

 

 

 

 

============================== 

 

______________________________ 

 

============================== 

 

 

ANSWERS 

 

Matching -- Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread  10a, 1b, 24c, 

13d, 2e, 7f, 4g, 9h, 11i, 5j, 6k, 25l, 8m, 18n, 20o, 12p, 23q, 

21r, 22s, 14t, 16u, 17v, 3w, 15x, 19y 

 

 

True-False Questions  F1, T2, T3, F4, F5, T6, T7 

 

 

Biblical Chronology of Passover and Unleavened Bread Observance 

1.  (1)  Exodus 12, Israel, Egypt; (2)  Numbers 9:1-5, 6-14*, 

Israel, wilderness of Sinai; (3) Joshua 5:11* (2nd Passover by 

scriptural evidence see "The Plain Truth About Pentecost" by 



Church of God, The Eternal), Israel, plains of Gilgal before 

Jericho; (4)  II Chronicles 8:13, King Solomon & Israel, 

Jerusalem; (5)  II Chronicles 30:13,21*, King Hezekiah & Judah, 

plus some from northern Israel, Jerusalem; (6)  II Chronicles 

35:17, II Kings 23:21-23, King Josiah and Judah, Jerusalem; (7)  

Ezra 6:19-22, Ezra and Jews returned from captivity, Jerusalem; 

(8)  Luke 2:40-43, young Jesus and His parents, Jerusalem; (9)  

John 2:13-25, 6:4 Jesus during His ministry, Jerusalem; (10)  

Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 22, John 13, Jesus and disciples at 

Last Supper, Jerusalem; (11)  Acts 12:1-5, Peter and NT church, 

Jerusalem;  (12) Acts 20:6, Luke and his party, Philippi. 

 

2.  1c, 2g, 3f, 4d*, 5f, 6g, 7e*, 8f, 9g, 10b*, 11f, 12a, 13h, 

14c 

 

 

Plagues of Egypt  *1. rivers turned to blood, *2. frogs, 3. lice, 

**4. flies (stinging flies), 5. murrain (livestock plague), 6. 

boils, 7. thunder, hail with fire (meteorites), 8. locusts, 9. 

darkness three days, ***10. death of firstborn. 

 

 

Matching -- People of the Crucifixion  5a, 16b, 8c, 11d, 9e, 14f, 

15g, 10h, 12i, 6j, 2k, 4l, 17m, 1n, 7o, 3p, 13q 

 

 

Fill in the Blanks  1  fourteenth; 2  people, serve, feast, 

wilderness;   3  lamb, blemish, male, first, sheep, goats;  4  

lump, old leaven, Passover, Feast, old leaven, malice, 

wickedness, unleavened, sincerity, truth. 

 

 

Multiple Choice  1c, 2a, 3b, 4d, 5adf 

 

 

Matching -- Places of the Crucifixion 6a, 9b, 12c, 1d, 8e, 7f, 

2g, 3h, 11i, 5j, 10k, 4l 

 

 

Who Said This?  1 John the Baptist, 2 Caiaphas, 3 Judas, 4 Jesus, 

5 Pilate, 6 High Priest, 7 Peter, 8 Chief Priests and Scribes, 9 

Jesus, 10 Thief on Cross, 11 Roman Centurion, 12 angel, 13 Jesus, 

14 Thomas, 15 Peter, 16 Jesus. 

 

 

Fill in the Blanks -- Crucifixion  1  three, three, 2  Lazarus, 3  

multitude (of the Jews), 4  Judas, 5  blasphemy, death, 6  four, 

lots, 7  third, 9:00, sixth, ninth, noon, 3:00, 8  "My God, My 

God, Why hast thou forsaken me?", 9  Jews, legs, Sabbath, high 

day, 10  "Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit," and "It is 

finished!", 11  Joseph, Nicodemas, new, Joseph, Joseph,  12  

broke bread, 13  broiled fish, honeycomb. 



 

 

New Testament Relatives  1  Salome, James, John, 2  Mary, Jesus, 

3  Joseph, James (the less), Joses, Simon, Judas, 4 Alexander, 

Rufus, 5  Mary, Cleophas,   6  Andrew, 7  Mary, Martha, 8  Joseph 

of Arimathaea, 9  second cousin 

 

 

Sacred Calendar  1. a.  summer solstice, b.  no such new moon 

possible from Northern Hemisphere, c.  spring or fall Holy Day 

season, d. winter solstice;  2.  full moon;   3. 30 days. 

 

 

Searching for Leaven  a, b, d, e, g, h, m, oê_ 
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Introduction 

 

Section Four of Biblical Holy Days covers Pentecost, the festival 

with many names.  As with the other sections, our purpose is not 

to convince others to observe the Sabbaths of the Almighty.  It 

is to provide resource material and in-depth instruction for 

those who already observe these sacred times.  Even though I 

personally observe a Monday Pentecost, our material on Pentecost 

is not intended to be a comprehensive proof that a Monday 

Pentecost is correct.  Our study material gathers resource 

material from a wide variety of sources as a research source for 

serious students. 

 

Here is a summary collection of Pentecost data: 

 

 

 

Pentecost 

Feast of Weeks (Chag Shavuot) 

Feast of Harvest (Chag Qatsiyr) 

Day of Firstfruits (Yom Bikkurim) 

Festival of the Covenant 

Closing Sabbath (Shavuot Atzeret) 

Season of the Giving of God's Law 

Holy Spirit Day 

Birthday of the Church 

An Ordinance Forever (Chuqqah Olam) 

 

Count a full fifty days, then keep Pentecost.  Begin counting on 

the day after the weekly Sabbath which falls during the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread. 

 

Incorrect Pentecost dates are any fixed calendar date (Sivan 6, 

7, etc.), and Whitsunday, which was brought into the Catholic 

Church from paganism. 

 

Proper keeping of Pentecost involves the following: 

 

Being in Holy Convocation on the correct date, 

at one accord with God's people, 

in the attitude of prayer and supplication, 

with obedience to the Laws of the Covenant, 

exhibiting the fruits of the Holy Spirit. 



 

 

 

Pentecost -- Table of Contents 

 

PENTECOST:  Its Message for Christians Today 1 

Pentecost scriptures in the Old and New Testaments. History and 

traditions of Pentecost observance, date controversy.  Pentecost  

and the Ten Commandments, the Spirit to keep God's Law.  

Whitsunday a pagan counterfeit of Pentecost.  Ruth, Exodus, 

Psalms 42-72, Psalms 68 and Habakkuk 3 and Pentecost.  

 

Pentecost:  The Day of Difference 16 

Reasons for a Monday Pentecost.  Explanation of Deuteronomy 16.  

Counting Jubilee years proves Monday Pentecost.  Many who have 

changed from a Monday to a Sunday Pentecost accept wide-open 

divorce and remarriage.  Fruits of a Sunday Pentecost are not 

good. 

 

Twenty Four Reasons Why I Believe in a Monday Pentecost 26 

Twenty-four profound reasons for a Monday Pentecost given by 

Raymond C. Cole.  Proof that the Worldwide Church of God never 

kept a Sunday Pentecost prior to 1974. 

 

A New Look at Pentecost in Light of the Calendar Adjustment 

of the Second Century 33 

Why the Sacred Calendar needs periodic adjustments.  Herman L. 

Hoeh's 1973 proof that the Hebrew calendar had to be adjusted in 

161 A.D. by Simon III to avoid Monday Pentecost from falling in 

the summer, contrary to Sacred Calendar rules.  If Pentecost were 

on Sunday, the adjustment would not have been required until two 

centuries later.  Historical proof that the calendar was adjusted 

at this time demonstrates a Monday Pentecost. 

 

Let Us "Tarry" for Pentecost 37 

What does "tarry" for Pentecost mean to us today?  We must sit 

down and patiently wait, be taught by the Eternal, have an 

intimate relationship with Him, and listen to Peter's sermon of 

Acts 2. 

 

Pentecost is NOT Sivan 6 41 

An investigation of the "Sivan 6 Theory."  Reasons why Pentecost 

is not Sivan 6.  Meaning of the wavesheaf offering. 

 

When Does the Pentecost Count Begin? 53 

This article shows proof that Wavesheaf Sunday is the day 

following the Sabbath that falls during the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread. 

 

Pentecost Quiz 65 

Matching, Fill in the Blanks, and General Questions on Pentecost, 

based on material found in our Pentecost articles. 



 

 

Pentecost: Its Message for Christians Today 

 

 

 Pentecost has a great deal of meaning for Christians today. 

The first part  of  this study deals with the Biblical words 

relating to this important Feast  Day. The second part contains 

reference material relating to Pentecost. All word numbers refer 

to those given in Strong's Exhaustive Concordance. 

 

PENTECOST 

 

 From the Greek #4005 pentekoste, pronounced "pen-tay-kos-

tay'," feminine of #4004 pentekonta, (fifty), fiftieth from 

Passover, the festival of Pentecost.  

 

Church Founded at Pentecost 

 

 Acts 2:1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they 

were all with one accord in one place.  

 

Paul Wanted to be at Jerusalem 

for Pentecost 

 

 Acts 20:16  For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus, 

because he would not spend the time in Asia, for he hasted, if it 

were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost. 

 

Paul Wanted to Stay at Ephesus 

Until Pentecost 

 

 I Corinthians 16:8 But I will tarry at Ephesus until 

Pentecost.  

 His reason for staying at Ephesus until Pentecost?  Verse 9 

For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are 

many adversaries. 

 

FIRSTFRUITS -- Bikkuwr 

 

 Hebrew #1061 bikkuwr pronounced "bikkoor'," from #1069 

bakar (to burst the womb, bear or make early fruit, firstborn, 

firstling), the firstfruits of the crop, hasty fruit.  

 

Pentecost One of Two Harvest Feasts 

 

 Exodus 23:16  And the feast of harvest [Pentecost], the 

firstfruits of thy labors, which thou hast sown in the field: and 

the feast of ingathering [Tabernacles], which is in the end of 

the year, when thou hast gathered in thy labors out of the field. 

 Exodus 34:22 And thou shalt observe the feast of weeks 

[Pentecost], of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the feast 



of ingathering at the year's end [margin: revolution of the 

year]. 

 See also Leviticus 23:10. 

 

Sacrificial Offering of Firstfruits 

 

 Exodus 23:19  The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou 

shalt bring into the house of the LORD thy God. Thou shalt not 

seethe a kid in his mother's milk. 

 See also Exodus 34:26. 

 Leviticus 2:14  And if thou offer a meat offering of thy 

firstfruits unto the LORD, thou shalt offer for the meat offering 

of thy firstfruits green ears of corn dried by the fire, even 

corn beaten out of full ears.  

 Leviticus 23:17, 20  [on Pentecost] Ye shall bring out of 

your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they shall 

be of fine flour; they shall be baked with leaven; they are the 

firstfruits unto the LORD . . . .  And the priest shall wave them 

[the special sacrifices for the feast] with the bread of the 

firstfruits for a wave offering before the LORD, with the two 

lambs: they shall be holy to the LORD for the priest. 

 

Day of Firstfruits, No Work, A Holy Convocation Forever 

 

 Numbers 28:26  Also in the day of the firstfruits, when ye 

bring a new meat offering unto the LORD, after your weeks be out, 

ye shall have an holy convocation; ye shall do no servile work.  

 Leviticus 23:21  And ye shall proclaim on the selfsame day, 

that it may be an holy convocation unto you: ye shall do no 

servile work therein: it shall be a statute for ever in all your 

dwellings throughout your generations. 

 

Firstfruits Given to Elisha Fed 

One Hundred Men 

 

 II Kings 4:42, 44  [during a severe drought, verse 38] And 

there came a man from Baal-shalisha, and brought the man of God 

bread of the firstfruits, twenty loaves of barley, and full ears 

of corn in the husk thereof. And he said, Give unto the people 

that they may eat . . . .  So he set it before them, and they did 

eat, and left thereof . . . . 

 

Firstfruits Brought Year By Year 

to God's House 

 

 Nehemiah 10:34-35  . . . at times appointed year by year . 

. . .  And to bring the firstfruits of our ground, and the 

firstfruits of all fruit of all trees, year by year, unto the 

house of the LORD.  

 Nehemiah 13:31 . . . at times appointed, and for the 

firstfruits. 

 



The Sons of Zadok Will Receive the Firstfruits 

 

 Ezekiel 44:30  And the first [chief] of all the firstfruits 

of all things . . . shall be the priests. 

 

FIRSTFRUITS -- Re'shiyth 

 

 Hebrew #7225 re'shiyth pronounced "ray-sheeth'," from the 

same root as #7218 ro'sh (the head, captain, chief, first), the 

first, in place, time, order or rank;  beginning,  chief, 

firstfruits; principal.  

 

Firstfruits and Sacrificial System 

 

 Leviticus 2:12-13  As for the oblation of the firstfruits, 

ye shall offer them unto the LORD: but they shall not be burnt on 

the altar for a sweet savor.  And every oblation of thy meat 

offering, shalt thou season with salt, neither shalt thou suffer 

the salt of the covenant of thy God to be lacking from thy meat 

offering. 

 

Wavesheaf Offering of Firstfruits 

 

 Leviticus 23:10-11, 14  When ye be come into the land which 

I give unto you, and reap the harvest . . . then ye shall bring a 

sheaf [Hebrew: omer] of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the 

priest: And he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be 

accepted for you: on the morrow after the sabbath the priest 

shall wave it . . . .  And ye shall eat neither bread, nor 

parched corn, nor green ears, until the selfsame day that ye have 

brought an offering unto your God: it shall be a statute for ever 

throughout your generations in all your dwellings. 

 

Priests Given Tithes and Firstfruits 

 

 Numbers 18:12  All the best of the oil, and all the best of 

the wine, and of the wheat, the firstfruits of them which they 

shall offer unto the LORD, them have I given thee [Aaron and his 

sons].  

 II Chronicles 31:5 . . . the children of Israel brought in 

abundance the firstfruits of corn, wine, and oil, and honey, and 

of all the increase of the field; and the tithe of all things 

they brought in abundantly. 

 

Firstfruits a Reminder of Exodus and Promised Land 

 

 Deuteronomy 26:1-11 . . . when thou art come in unto the 

land which the LORD your God gives you for an inheritance . . . 

thou shalt take of the first of all the fruit of the earth . . . 

and put it in a basket, and go to the place . . . unto the priest 

. . . and say . . . the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a 

mighty hand . . . [therefore] I have brought the firstfruits of 



the land, which thou O LORD, hast given me . . . .  And thou 

shalt rejoice . . . thine house, thou, and the Levite, and the 

stranger that is among you. 

 

Nehemiah Reinstituted Tithing and Firstfruits 

 

 Nehemiah 10:37 And that we should bring the firstfruits of 

our dough, and our offerings, and the fruit of all manner of 

trees, of wine and of oil, unto the priests, to the chambers of 

the house of our God; and the tithes of our ground unto the 

Levites . . . . 

 Nehemiah 12:44 And at that time were some appointed over 

the chambers for  the  treasures,  for  the offerings,  for the 

firstfruits, and for the tithes . . . . 

 

Honor God With Your Firstfruits -- You'll Be Blessed 

 

 Proverbs 3:9-10  Honor the LORD with thy substance,  and 

with  the firstfruits of all thine increase:  So shall thy barns 

be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new 

wine. 

 

Israel Is Special -- God's Firstfruits 

 

 Jeremiah 2:3 [JPS]  Israel is the LORD's hallowed portion, 

His first-fruits of the increase; all that devour him shall be 

held guilty, evil shall come upon them . . . . 

 

Firstfruits Are Holy Unto God 

 

 Ezekiel 48:14 And they shall not sell of it, neither 

exchange, nor alienate the firstfruits of the land: for it is 

holy unto the LORD. 

 

Firstfruits Will Be Required in the World Tomorrow 

 

 Ezekiel 20:40  For in mine holy mountain . . . there shall 

all the house of Israel, all of them in the land, serve me: there 

will I accept them, and there will I require your offerings, and 

the firstfruits of your oblations, with all your holy things. 

 

Firstfruits Reminder of Second Exodus 

 

 Ezekiel 20:41-43  I will accept you with  your  sweet  

savor,  when I . . . .  gather you out of the countries wherein 

ye have been scattered . . . .  And ye shall know that I am the 

LORD, when I shall bring you into the land of Israel . . . .  And 

there shall ye remember your ways, and all your doings, wherein 

ye have been defiled . . . and ye shall loathe yourselves in your 

own sight for all your evils that ye have committed. 

 Note: Compare with Acts 2:36-38. 

FIRSTFRUITS -- Aparche 



 

 Greek #536 aparche pronounced "ap-ar-khay'," from a 

composite of #575 apo (separation, departure) and #756 archomai 

(to commence, begin), a beginning of sacrifice, firstfruits. 

 

Christians Are Firstfruits 

 

 Romans 16:5  Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia 

unto Christ.  

 I Corinthians 16:15 . . . the house of Stephanas, that it 

is the firstfruits of Achaia . . . . 

 James 1:18  Of His own will begat He us with the word of 

truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures. 

 

Christians Have Firstfruits 

of God's Spirit 

 

 Romans 8:14, 23  For as many as are led by the Spirit of 

God, they are the sons  of  God . . . which  have the firstfruits 

of the Spirit . . . . 

 

Christ the Firstfruits of the Dead 

 

 I Corinthians 15:20, 22-23  But now is Christ risen from 

the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept . . . in 

Christ shall all be made alive.  But every man in his own order: 

Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at His 

coming. 

 

The 144,000 Are a Firstfruits Unto God 

 

 Revelation 14:1, 4  And I looked, and lo, a Lamb stood on 

the Mount Sion, and with Him an hundred forty and four thousand, 

having His Father's name written in their foreheads . . . .  

These were redeemed from among men, being the [a] firstfruits 

unto God and to the Lamb. 

 

WEEKS 

 

 Hebrew #7620 shabuwa or shabua or shebuah pronounced "sheb-

oo-aw'," seven, a week.  This is distinct from the Hebrew word 

for Sabbath, #7676. 

Pentecost Also Called Feast of Weeks 

 

 Exodus 34:22  And thou shalt observe the feast of weeks, of 

the firstfruits of wheat harvest . . . .  

 Deuteronomy 16:9-12  Seven weeks shalt thou number unto 

thee: begin to number the seven weeks from such time as thou 

beginnest to put the sickle to the corn.  And thou shalt keep the 

feast of weeks unto the LORD thy God with a tribute of a freewill 

offering of thine hand, which thou shalt give unto the LORD thy 

God, according as the LORD thy God hath blessed thee.  And thou 



shalt rejoice before the LORD thy God, thou, and thy son, and thy 

daughter, and thy manservant, and thy maidservant, and the Levite 

that is within thy gates, and the stranger, and the fatherless, 

and the widow, that are among you, in the place which the LORD 

thy God hath chosen to place His name there.  And thou shalt 

remember that thou wast a bondman in Egypt: and thou shalt 

observe and do these statutes.  

 Deuteronomy 16:16  Three times in a year shalt all thy 

males appear before the LORD thy God in the place which He shall 

choose: in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of 

weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles: and they shall not appear 

before the LORD empty: 

 II Chronicles 8:13 . . . on the sabbaths, and on the new 

moons, and on the solemn feasts, three times in a year, even in 

the feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks and in 

the feast of tabernacles. 

 

Pentecost Is Feast of Weeks Because It Must Be Counted 

 

 Numbers 28:26  Also in the day of the firstfruits, when ye 

bring a new meat offering unto the LORD, after your weeks be out, 

ye shall have an holy convocation; ye shall do no servile work: 

 Deuteronomy 16:9  Seven weeks shalt thou number unto thee: 

begin to number the seven weeks from such time as thou beginnest 

to put the sickle to the corn.  

 Leviticus 23:15-16  And ye shall count unto you from the 

morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf 

of the wave offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete: Even unto 

the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days . 

. . . 

 

Feast of Weeks Offering Given God  

 

 Deuteronomy 16:10, 16-17  And thou shalt keep the feast of 

weeks . . . with a tribute of a freewill offering of thine hand, 

which thou shalt give unto the LORD thy God, according as the 

LORD thy God has blessed thee in the feast of weeks . . . and 

they shall not appear before the LORD empty:  Every man shall 

give as he is able, according to the blessing of the LORD thy God 

which He hath given thee. 

 

Feast of Weeks a Feast of Rejoicing at a Special Place 

 

 Deuteronomy 16:10-12  And thou shalt keep the feast of 

weeks . . . .  And thou shalt rejoice before the LORD thy God . . 

. in the place which the LORD thy God has chosen to place His 

name there.  And thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in 

Egypt: and thou shalt observe and do these statutes. 

 

Passover to Pentecost a Type of the Spiritual Harvest 

 



 Jeremiah 5:15, 17, 24-25  Lo, I will bring a nation upon 

you from far . . . .  And they shall eat up thine harvest . . . .  

Neither say they [Israel] in their heart, Let us now fear the 

LORD our God, that given rain, both the former and the latter, in 

his season: he reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of the 

harvest . . . .  your sins have withholden good things from you. 

 

USE OF FIFTY IN THE BIBLE 

 

Ark Fifty Cubits Wide, It Rained a Hundred Fifty Days 

 

 Genesis 6:15  The length of the ark shall be three hundred 

cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it 

thirty cubits.  

 Genesis 7:24  And the waters prevailed upon the earth an 

hundred and fifty days.  

 Genesis 8:3 . . . and after the end of the hundred and 

fifty days the waters were abated. 

Sodom Would Have Been Spared For Fifty Righteous 

 

 Genesis 18:24, 26, 28  Peradventure there be fifty  

righteous  within  the city: . . . .  And the LORD said, If I 

find in Sodom fifty righteous . . . .  I will spare all the place 

for  their sakes . . . .  Peradventure there shall lack five of 

the fifty . . . . 

 

Moses Placed Judges Over Fifties 

 

 Exodus 18:21-22  [Jethro speaking:] . . . thou shalt 

provide . . . able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating 

covetousness; and place such over them, to be rulers of 

thousands, and rulers of hundreds, and rulers of fifties, and 

rulers of tens: and let them judge the people at all seasons . . 

. .  

 Deuteronomy 1:15  So I took . . .  wise men and known, and 

made them captains over thousands, . . . hundreds . . . fifties . 

. . tens . . . . 

 

Fifty Loops On the Ten Curtains of the Tabernacle 

 

 Exodus 26:1, 5-11  Fifty loops shall you make in one 

curtain . . . fifty clasps of gold, and couple the curtains one 

to another with the clasps, that the tabernacle may be one whole 

[JPS]. 

 

Tabernacle Court Fifty Cubits Wide 

 

 Exodus 27:13, 18  The length of the court shall be a 

hundred cubits, and the breadth fifty every where . . . . 

 

Pentecost Fifty Days From Wavesheaf Day 

 



 Leviticus 23:15-16  And ye shall count unto you from the 

morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf 

of the wave offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete: Even unto 

the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall you number fifty days 

. . . [KJV]. 

 And you shall count unto you from the morrow after the day 

of rest, from the day that you brought the sheaf of the waving; 

seven weeks shall there be complete; even unto the morrow after 

the seventh week shall you number fifty days . . . [JPS]. 

 

Levites Had to Retire at Age Fifty 

 

 Numbers 4:3  From thirty years old and upward even until 

fifty years old, all that enter into the host, to do the work in 

the tabernacle of the congregation.  

 Numbers 8:25-26  And from the age of fifty years they shall 

cease waiting upon the service thereof, and shall serve no more:  

But shall minister with their brethren in the tabernacle of the 

congregation, to keep the charge, and shall do no service. 

 

Jubile the Fiftieth Year 

 

 Leviticus 25:10-11  And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, 

and proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the 

inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubile unto you; and ye shall 

return every man unto his possession, and ye shall return every 

man unto his family. A Jubile shall that fiftieth year be unto 

you: ye shall not sow, neither reap that which groweth of itself 

. . . . 

 

Fifty in a Company of Soldiers 

 

 I Kings 1:5 . . . and fifty men to run before him. 

 II Kings 1:9 . . . a captain of fifty with his fifty . . . 

. 

 

God's Fifty Prophets and Disciples 

 

 I Kings 18:4 . . . when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the 

LORD, that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them by 

fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water.  

 Luke 9:14 . . . for they were about five thousand men. And 

he said to his disciples, make them sit down by fifties in a 

company. 

 

 

PENTECOST -- THE THIRD MONTH 

 

Israel Came to Sinai in the Third Month 

 

 Exodus 19:1-2  In the third month, when the children of 

Israel were gone forth out of the land of Egypt, the same day 



came they into the wilderness of Sinai . . . and there Israel 

camped before the mount. 

 

Asa's Covenant With God in the Third Month 

 

 II Chronicles 15:3, 10-13  Now for a long season Israel has 

been without the true God, and without a teaching priest, and 

without law . . . .  So they gathered themselves together at 

Jerusalem in the third month, in the fifteenth year of the reign 

of Asa . . . .  And they entered into a covenant to seek the LORD 

God of their fathers with all their soul; That whosoever would 

not seek the LORD God of Israel should be put to death . . . . 

 

Hezekiah Brings Firstfruits and Tithes in Third Month 

 

 II Chronicles 31:7  In the third month they began to lay 

the foundation of the heaps, and finished them in the seventh 

month. 

 

Jews Permitted to Defend Selves in Third Month 

 

 Esther 8:9-11  Then were the king's scribes called at that 

time in the third month, that is, the month Sivan, on the three 

and twentieth day thereof . . . .  Wherein the king granted the 

Jews which were in every city to gather themselves together, and 

to stand for their life . . . . 

 

Ezekiel's Third Month Prophecy for Egypt and Assyria 

 

 Ezekiel 31:1-2  And it came to pass . . . in the third 

month, in first day of the month, that the word of the LORD came 

unto me, saying, son of man, speak unto Pharaoh king of Egypt . . 

. . 

 NOTE: Some "scholars" have noted that Pentecost is not 

mentioned in Ezekiel 45 and 46, although Passover, Unleavened 

Bread, and Tabernacles are specified. This does not show the 

invalidity of Pentecost in the World Tomorrow, because the 

general term "feasts, new moons, and sabbaths" is used in these 

chapters to refer to all the feast days. 

 

FULLY COME 

 

 Greek #4845 sumpleroo pronounced "soom-play-ro-o," from 

#4862, sun, (completeness) and #4137, pleroo, (accomplish; 

complete, expire, fill up, make full, perfect), to accomplish 

completely, fill up, fully come. 

 

Pentecost Was Fully Come When Holy Spirit Given 

 

 Acts 2:1  And when the day of Pentecost was fully come . . 

. . 

 



Ship of Jesus and Disciples Filled With Water 

 

 Luke 8:23 . . . and there came down a storm of wind on the 

lake, and they were filled with water, and were in jeopardy. 

 

Jesus Knew When His Time 

Was Come 

 

 Luke 9:51 . . . when the time was come that He should be 

received up, He stedfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem. 

 NOTE:  The Englishman's Greek New Testament translates Acts 

2:1 literally as "and during the accomplishing of the day of 

Pentecost . . . ."  The spiritual  meaning of Pentecost was 

accomplished in the morning (around the third hour, nine o'clock) 

when the wave loaves were offered in 31 A.D. when God's Holy 

Spirit came.  

 

WITH ONE ACCORD 

 

 Greek #3661 homothumadon pronounced "hom-oth-oo-mad-on'," 

unanimously, with one accord or mind, from #3674, homou, (at the 

same place or time, together) and #2372, thumos, (passion, as if 

breathing hard, fierceness, indignation, wrath) which comes from 

#2380, thuo, (to rush or breathe hard, blow; to sacrifice, kill 

slay).  

 

Just Before Pentecost the Apostles Were With One Accord 

 

 Acts 1:14  These all [eleven apostles, verse 13] continued 

with one accord in prayer and supplication . . . . 

 

At Pentecost, the Disciples With One Accord in One Place 

 

 Acts 2:1  And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, 

they were all with one accord in one place. 

 

After Pentecost, Christians Continued With One Accord 

 

 Acts 2:44-46  And all that believed were together, and had 

all things common; And sold their possessions and goods, and 

parted them to all men, as every man had need. And they, 

continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking 

bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and 

singleness of heart. 

 

Church Prayed for Peter and John with One Accord 

 

 Acts 4:24  And when they heard that, they lifted up their 

voice to God with one accord . . . . 

 The result? 

 Verses 31-32  And when they had prayed, the place was 

shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all 



filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spake the word of God with 

boldness. And the multitude of them that believed were of one 

heart and one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the 

things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things 

common. 

 

Miracles and Converts Because Christians With One Accord 

 

 Acts 5:12, 14  And by the hands of the apostles were many 

signs and wonders wrought among the people; (and they were all 

with one accord in Solomon's porch . . . .  And believers were 

the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women.) 

 

Fighters Against God Were With One Accord 

 

 Acts 7:57-58  Then they cried out with a loud voice, and 

stopped their ears, and ran upon him [Stephen] with one accord . 

. . . and stoned him . . . . 

 Acts 12:20  And Herod was highly displeased with them of 

Tyre and Sidon: but they came with one accord to him . . . . 

 Acts 18:12 . . . the Jews made insurrection with one accord 

against Paul, and brought him to the judgment seat.  

 Acts 19:29  And  the  whole  city  [Ephesus]  was  filled 

with confusion . . . they rushed with one accord into the 

theatre. 

 

Samaritans Gave One Accord to Philip's Preaching 

 

 Acts 8:6  And the people [of Samaria] with one accord gave 

heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the 

miracles which he did. 

 

Ministers With One Accord at Jerusalem Conference 

 

 Acts 15:25 . . . being assembled with one accord . . . . 

 

Glorify God With One Mind 

 

 Romans 15:5-6  Now the God of patience and consolation 

grant you to be likeminded one toward another according to 

[margin: after the example of] Christ Jesus: That ye may with one 

mind and one mouth glorify God . . . . 

 

 

PENTECOST REFERENCES 

 

 This section gives summaries from various references on 

Pentecost, along with our comments.  

 

Date Controversy 

 



 The phrase, "the morrow of the Sabbath," Leviticus 23:15, 

is interpreted by the rabbis as Nisan 16.  Reasons supporting 

their position are: (1) Leviticus 25:2 shows that the Bible uses 

the word "Sabbath" to indicate not a seventh day but a period of 

rest or a festival. (2) The Septuagint (c. 300 B.C.) translates 

the disputed phrase as "the morrow of the first day," while the 

modern JPS renders it "the morrow of the day of rest." (3) Some 

feel that Joshua 5:11 should be translated so that Israel ate of 

the new produce of the land on the morrow of the Passover. (The 

JPS translation of Joshua 5:11 is "and they did eat of the old 

corn of the land on the morrow after the passover . . . .") (4) 

Josephus wrote that "The offerings of the sheaf (omer of barley) 

took place on the 16th (of Nisan), the first busy work-day of the 

harvest, in relation to which the preceding day might well be 

called a Sabbath or rest day." 

 The Sadducees, the party dominated by the high priestly 

family, took the phrase "the morrow of the Sabbath" literally, 

and began counting with Sunday as the first day.  For them, 

Shavuoth (Pentecost) falls on a Sunday.  Shavuoth could thus fall 

anywhere from the 6th to the 13th of Sivan.  The Talmud, slanted 

to the Pharisee position, records Pharisee-Sadducee debates on 

the subject, and infers that the Sadducees themselves felt very 

uncertain about the validity of their own arguments. 

 Centuries later, the Karaite sect (of the Crimea) rejected 

all rabbinic interpretation and held that the Scriptures alone 

are the only valid authority.  They received their name because 

they emphasized the literal meaning of the Bible (Hebrew word 

kara means "to read"), and they too began counting from Sunday. 

 The "negro Jews" or Falashas of Ethiopia began their count 

from Nisan 22, because they interpreted "morrow after Sabbath" as 

after the last day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 

 The underlying reason of the Pentecost date conflict 

between the Pharisees and Sadducees is that the Pharisees 

(rabbis) felt that Shavuoth was the date of the giving of the 

commandments, and thus had to have a fixed date, while the 

Sadducees found no Bible evidence that the Revelation was given 

at Shavuoth, and thus saw no reason for a fixed date.  (See A 

Guide to Shavuoth by Chaim Pearl. Jewish Chronicle Publications, 

London: 1959.) 

 [Comment: We believe that Pentecost is the anniversary of 

the giving of the commandments, but that this does not dictate it 

being a fixed calendar date.] 

 The vague Biblical references to the dating of Pentecost 

have provoked disputes among scholars.  Sadducees and the 

Samaritans believe the word "sabbath" in Leviticus 23:15 is to be 

taken as the weekly Sabbath.  They count Sunday as the first day, 

and always observe Pentecost on a Sunday.  The Pharisees 

interpret "sabbath" as the annual Sabbath, and they keep 

Pentecost fifty days from Nisan 15, or Sivan 6 ("The Feast of 

Weeks" from Festivals of the Jewish Year by Theodor H. Gaster, 

William Morrow & Company, New York: 1953). 



 Both Jews and traditional Christianity count only seven 

weeks, not 50 days.  Jews mistakenly use Deuteronomy 16:9 for 

instructions on how to number these days.  Deuteronomy 16:9 

states: "Seven weeks shall you number unto you: begin to number 

the seven weeks from such time as you begin to put the sickle to 

the corn." Thus, it would seem from this passage that you would 

begin to count from Nisan 16, the first real harvest day of the 

season (The Sabbaths of God, by James L. Porter, Exposition 

Press, New York: 1966).  [Comment: See section 4.1 for an 

explanation of Deuteronomy 16.] 

 Modern Jews hold Pentecost on Sivan 6, which never falls on 

Tuesday, Thursday, or Saturday.  Orthodox Jews have added a day, 

making two days of Shabu'ot. 

 Regarding the expression "on the morrow after the Sabbath," 

Leviticus 23:11, the Pharisees held that "the Sabbath" referred 

to Passover (Nisan 15, the first Holy Day of the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread).  But the Sadducees (Boethusians), and later 

the Karaites, held that it meant the weekly Sabbath, and began 

counting "seven weeks" from the morrow after the first Saturday 

during Passover, "so that Pentecost would always fall on Sunday."  

Thus, they felt that Moses gave them an extended holy day by 

tying Pentecost with the Sabbath. The Septuagint translates the 

phrase to support the Pharisees ("on the morrow of the first 

day"), and Talmudists substituted the word "Azeret" (solemn 

assembly) for "Shabuot."  The Sadducees' contention that 

Pentecost was on a Sunday was one of the reasons used by the 

Catholic Church in fixing Easter on Sunday, in 325 A. D. 

 The Book of Jubilees (part of the Apocrypha), written about 

135 B.C., interprets "on the morrow after the Sabbath" as Nisan 

21, the last day of Passover; consequently some Jews kept 

Pentecost on Sivan 12 or Sivan 15.  Jubilees maintains that the 

covenant with Abraham, the birth of Isaac, Abraham's death, 

Judah's birth, and the vows between Jacob and Laban, all occurred 

on the Feast of Weeks (Jewish Encyclopedia, 1904 edition, article 

"Pentecost"). 

 Sadducees held that the beginning of the ecclesiastical 

year was so arranged that the Passover (Nisan 15, first high day) 

always fell on the Sabbath, so that the "morrow after the 

Sabbath" would always be a Sunday.  (This would make Nisan 1 on a 

Sabbath.) 

 Keil's argument against "the morrow after the Sabbath" 

referring to the weekly Sabbath is that "if the Sabbath was not 

fixed, but might fall upon any day of the seven days' feast of 

Mazzoth [Unleavened Bread], and therefore as much as five or six 

days after the Passover, the feast of Passover itself would be 

forced out of the fundamental position which it occupied in the 

series of annual festivals" (Lange's Commentary on Leviticus 23 

relating to Pentecost). 

 

Time of the Giving of the Law 

 



 Some rabbis interpret "the same day" of Exodus 19:1 as 

meaning the same day of the month, hence they [incorrectly assert 

that] Israel came to Sinai on Sivan 1.  They believe that Moses 

ascended the mount on the second day, came down on the third and 

warned the people and received their willing reply to obey God.  

He then made another ascent on the fourth and was commanded to 

institute three days of preparation, the last of which the 

Revelation (giving of 10 Commandments) took place, Sivan 6 (see 

Pearl). 

 COMMENT: If three additional days is meant, it would be 

Sivan 7, the day reached if you count fifty days from Nisan 16. 

By their own reckoning, the Jews are keeping Pentecost a day 

early.  Some Jews have added a day and keep both Sivan 6 and 7.  

Exodus 19:1 shows that Israel reached Sinai in the third month, 

on the same day of the week (Thursday) that they left Egypt.  

Further calculations show that Pentecost was the day the Ten 

Commandments were given.  It is thus the birthday of Israel, and 

is known as "the season of the giving of Our Law." 

 Jews believe two important events occurred at Sinai: (1) 

the giving of the Law, and (2) the  Covenant (contract) 

relationship between God and Israel. 

 Physically, Pentecost marks the end of seven weeks 

collaboration between God and man in the reaping of the barley 

harvest.  Spiritually it is the end of the first spiritual 

harvest, which began with Israel's deliverance from Egypt.  Just 

as Israel had to gather the crops to ensure prosperity in the 

coming year, so Sinai was necessary for Israel's spiritual 

continuance.  Physically, Israel offered to God two loaves of the 

new bread as a symbol of cooperation.  Spiritually, God offers to 

man two tablets of the Law.  As the harvest is renewed year by 

year, so is the event at Sinai recalled (Gaster). 

 A feast celebrated by Asa in the third month of the 

fifteenth year of his reign to renew the Covenant, II Chronicles 

15:10-12 may refer to Pentecost.  The first unequivocal statement 

that the giving of the Law was on Pentecost is given in the late 

noncanonical Book of Jubilees.  The Qumran community followed the 

Jubilees calendar and celebrated Pentecost as the chief feast 

because of its association with the Covenant.  Ezekiel 45:18-25 

does not mention Pentecost. Orthodox Jews after the Exile 

relegated it to a secondary feast.  Not until the Second Century, 

A. D. was the connection with the giving of the Ten Commandments 

generally admitted by most Jewish rabbis (New Catholic 

Encyclopedia, article "Pentecost, Hebrew Feast of"). 

 "The Feast of Pentecost was instituted, first, to oblige 

the Israelites to repair to the temple of the Lord, there to 

acknowledge His dominion over their country, and their labours, 

by offering to Him the first fruits of all their harvests. 

Secondly, to commemorate, and to render thanks to God for, the 

law given from Mount Sinai, on the fiftieth day after their 

coming out of Egypt" (Calmet's Dictionary of the Bible, 1801 

edition, article "Pentecost"). 



 A possible reason for the Pentecost custom of eating dairy 

foods is that it is in honor of the Law, which is likened to 

"honey and milk" in Song of Solomon 4:11 (Jewish Encyclopedia, 

"Pentecost"). 

 There are seven days of Pesach and seven days of Sukkot, 

why not seven days of Shabuot?  "Because Shabuot commemorates the 

day when all Israel was as one heart in accepting the Torah." -- 

Zohar, iii, 96a 

 There are 613 letters in the Decalogue, equal to the number 

of commandments. -- Bemidbar Rabbah, 13:15 

 How the Patriarchs kept every one of the Ten Commandments: 

(1-2) Jacob accepted the Lord as God and ordered removal of 

strange gods, (3) Joseph swore by the life of Pharaoh and not by 

God, and (4) prepared a Sabbath table before his brethren, (5) 

Isaac honored his father and made no protest when led to the 

sacrifice, (6) Judah opposed the murder of Joseph, (7) Joseph was 

opposed to adultery, (8) Judah identified Joseph's bloody shirt 

and did not lie, (9-10) Abraham refused to plunder Sodom. -- 

Pesikta Hadashah, Otzar Midrashim, p. 489 

 The ten sayings with which the world was created correspond 

to the Ten Commandments: (1) Let there be light corresponds to 

the first commandment, for God is the Eternal Light. (2) "Let 

there be an expanse," reminds us that all heavenly bodies are 

creatures only. (3) "Let the waters assemble," reminds us that 

the sea does not hold lightly the name of God, and does not 

overflow its bounds. (4) "Let the earth bring forth grass," 

reminds us of God's bounty to him who honors the Sabbath. (5) 

"Let there be lights," reminds us of two lights in the life of 

man, his father and mother. If he honors them he will walk next 

to the Eternal Light. (6) "Let the waters bring forth fowl, 

etc.," reminds us that we may slay these creatures for our use, 

but not men. (7) "Let the earth bring forth creatures after their 

own kind," reminds us that only beasts may multiply 

promiscuously, but man must not commit adultery. (8) "Let us make 

man . . . who shall have dominion," reminds us that man should 

make use only that over which he has dominion, and not steal that 

which others have dominion. (9) "I have given . . . every tree on 

which is the fruit," reminds us that as the tree truthfully 

grows, so should man's lips speak the truth. (10) "It is not good 

that man should be alone," reminds us that just as Adam did not 

covet another's wife, we also should not covet (Jewish Talmud). 

 

A Harvest Festival 

 

 Passover and Tabernacles are each observed for seven days.  

Why not Pentecost?  Because it is a time of labor, and the others 

are not, thus God is considerate and does not keep His people 

from the necessary work of the harvest. -- Sifri, Re'eh 

 Shavuoth, in addition to being the end of the grain 

harvest, is also the beginning of the fruit harvest.  Before 

Shavuoth, the farmer would inspect his fruit and indicate his 

choice for the bikkurim, or firstfruits offering of the best and 



earliest of his crop.  All the inhabitants of a district 

assembled in that district's chief city, to gather together the 

firstfruits and go to Jerusalem.  Those who lived near brought 

fresh figs and grapes, while those from a distance brought dried 

figs and raisins.  Each man as he brought his offering to the 

Temple priest said the benediction prescribed in Deuteronomy 

26:5.  It was permissible to bring the bikkurim offering at any 

time between Shavuoth and Succoth (Pearl). 

 Pentecost represents the consummation of the first harvest, 

after seven weeks of backbreaking labor, and also commemorates 

the arrival of the Israelites at Mount Sinai after seven weeks of 

weary wandering, the giving of the Law and the conclusion of the 

Covenant between God and His people. 

 Pentecost was the end of the barley harvest and the 

presentation to God of an offering of two loaves made out of new 

grain Leviticus 23:17.  It takes place seven full weeks after the 

sickle has been first applied to the standing grain, Deuteronomy 

16:9. 

 The presentation of the firstfruits to God is a kind of 

payment to God, who owns everything.  It is also a recognition 

that God is one's partner, not just a lord and boss (Gaster). 

 The grain harvest in Palestine lasted seven weeks.  It 

began with the barley harvest during Passover and ended with the 

harvesting of wheat at Pentecost. Wheat is the last cereal to 

ripen.  Pentecost was thus the concluding festival of the grain 

harvest, just as the Last Great Day concluded the fruit harvest 

(Jewish Encyclopedia, "Pentecost") 

 There are three designations of the term, "firstfruits" 

(Hebrew: bikkurim): (1) the "firstfruits of the harvest," or 

wavesheaf, which the Pharisees offered on Nisan 16 and 

deliberately made a ceremony out of, to counteract the Sadducees, 

(2) the "bread of the first-fruits," or the two baked loaves of 

new wheat offered on Pentecost, and (3) the firstfruits of all 

the land (Hebrew: reshit), Exodus 23:19, Deuteronomy 26:2, which 

according to interpretation,  was only of the seven famous 

products of Palestine: wheat, barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, 

olive oil, and honey.  The amount of this reshit was a ma'aser, 

or tithe.  Thus the concept of the firstfruits is closely related 

to that of the tithe (Jewish Encyclopedia, article 

"Firstfruits"). 

 

Modern Jewish Shavuoth Observance 

 

 The first night of Shavuoth, devout Jews stay up in an all 

night vigil [like Catholics do on Whitsunday], and read a special 

abbreviated portion of the whole Bible termed the Tikkun.  Most 

synagogues are decorated with flowers and plants which are 

supposed to indicate the harvest festival, the Bikkurim, and that 

Sinai was covered with vegetation in honor of the great event of 

the Revelation.  And dairy foods,  especially cheese,  are 

associated with Shavuoth because it is a late spring festival 

(Pearl). 



 Parallels between the "Jewish" Pentecost and "Christian" 

Pentecost: (1) tongues of fire were over the heads of the 

Apostles, while " . . . all the people saw the thunders and the 

flames" Exodus 20:18;  (2) Christians emphasize Christ the 

resurrected Savior, while Jews hold that Pentecost was the date 

of David's death, and the book of Ruth ends with David's 

genealogy (Gaster). 

 Reform Jews have made Pentecost their annual confirmation 

day.  The young conferments having previously received many 

months of thorough instruction in the Law, are confirmed as "sons 

of the covenant" on Pentecost by the laying on of hands by the 

rabbi, in accordance with the Jewish custom of the ordination of 

rabbis and judges, that by the laying on of hands they are 

ordained to a spiritual priesthood (Jewish Laws and Customs, by 

A. K. Glover, 1900). 

 Pentecost is the concluding day of the Passover season, 

from which Jews derive its most common current name, Atzeret 

(solemn closing day) (Biblical Cyclopedia by McClintock and 

Strong, article "Pentecost"). 

 

Covenant Festival 

 

 Pentecost is called the Feast of Weeks, Feast of 

Firstfruits, the Festival of the Covenant and by the Jews 

Shabuoth (Weeks).  

 Pentecost, like all festivals, is a living experience.  It 

signifies not just the confirmation of the covenant with Israel 

then, but with all Israel forever.  Pentecost is an annual 

reaffirmation of the bond of covenant between the chosen people 

and their God (Gaster).  As noted previously, the Book of 

Jubilees states that the covenant with Abraham occurred on the 

Feast of Weeks. 

 

Pagan Whitsunday 

 

 "Among the early Jewish Christians, observance of the 

Hebrew feasts continued, doubtless with fresh significance 

derived from the new revelation."  By the Second Century 

Pentecost was an established Church feast (Hastings' Bible 

Dictionary, article "Pentecost").  [But by this time it had 

become paganized.] 

 Traditional Christianity holds that Whitsun, or Pentecost, 

is the birthday of the Church, as shown in Acts 2. 

 Pagan customs have been copied by traditional Christian 

churches, as well as Judaism, and applied to Pentecost.  In 

Europe it is customary to deck the churches at Whitsun with 

wreaths and bunches of flowers.  In Italy, rose leaves are often 

scattered from church ceilings during services, supposed to 

represent "tongues of fire."  In many Latin countries, the 

festival is called Pascha Rosatum, which is a "Christian 

transformation" of the pagan Roman festival of Rosalia, 

celebrated about a month earlier, in which Venus was worshipped 



by decorating her images with roses.  Jews also adorn their 

synagogues with flowers on Pentecost. 

 Another Pentecost custom is that of eating dairy dishes 

[compare the U. S. custom of "June is dairy month"], especially 

those made from cheese.  In Psalms 68:15, the mountain on which 

the Law was given is described as "a mount of gabnunim, a Bashan-

like mount."  Gabnunim means "gibbous, many-peaked," but the Jews 

connected it with the word gebinah, "cheese," and thus it was 

maintained that the eating of cheese was a reminder of the giving 

of the Law at this season.  A strange connection indeed! 

 Ancient pagan festivals, such as the Roman rural festival 

of Parilia (April 21), parallel Pentecost.  Parilia fell at the 

same time of year as the beginning of Palestine's barley harvest, 

on which milk and must were drunk and sprinkled on the image of 

the pastoral god Pales. 

 Seething a kid in his mother's milk was part of the 

Canaanite equivalent of Pentecost, which is inferred by the fact 

that in the two passages where this is forbidden to Israelites, 

Exodus 23:19 and 34:26, it is mentioned in connection with the 

offering of firstfruits.  A recently discovered Canaanite text 

refers to seething a kid in milk in connection with a spring 

festival (Gaster).  [COMMENT: Satan has his counterfeits!] 

 Whitsunday derives its name from the custom of newly 

baptized persons presenting themselves for service all dressed in 

white.  The Catholic festival originally lasted seven days, but 

in 1094 was by Papal decree limited to three days.  Tuesday was 

abolished in 1711 and in 1911 Pope Pius X excepted Monday as a 

day of holy obligation.  Nevertheless, most European countries 

still observe the Monday following Whitsunday as a legal holiday 

(Concise Dictionary of Holidays, by Raymond Jahn, article, 

"Whitsunday"). 

 Whitsunday commemorates the Descent of the Holy Spirit on 

the Apostles fifty days after the Resurrection of Christ.  It is 

called Whitsunday from the white garments worn by those who were 

baptized during the vigil on the preceding Saturday night 

(Catholic Encyclopedia, article "Whitsunday"). 

 Pentecost (Whitsuntide) was not established as one of the 

great church festivals until the Fourth Century. The entire 

period from Easter to Pentecost is termed the Pentecostal season 

(McClintock and Strong, article "Pentecostal Effusion"). 

 

Pentecost Sacrifices 

 

 Sacrifices on Pentecost included seven yearling male lambs, 

two young bullocks, and one ram (or one bullock and two rams, as 

shown in Leviticus) as a burnt offering, cereal offerings of 

flour and oil, libations of wine and blood from the slain 

animals, a he-goat slain as a sin offering, and two additional 

male yearling lambs as a thanksgiving sacrifice (New Catholic 

Encyclopedia, article "Pentecost"). 

 In Temple times, each individual was expected to bring a 

free-will offering, a portion of which was given to the priests 



and Levites and the rest eaten by the respective families, who 

invited the poor and strangers to share it.  Pentecost more than 

Passover was a family gathering, resembling Tabernacles. 

Deuteronomy 16:11 shows that at Pentecost the Levite, stranger 

and fatherless are not to be forgotten.  This is why Leviticus 

23:22 (about leaving corners of the field) is part of the passage 

on Pentecost: at Pentecost we are reminded to be liberal to 

others, because God was liberal to us in freeing us from bondage 

in Egypt, Deuteronomy 16:12 (McClintock and Strong, article 

"Pentecost"). 

 Later Jews regarded the Leviticus and Numbers Pentecost 

sacrifices as supplementary, not contradictory.  On Pentecost, 

there were three series of sacrifices: (1) the daily burnt-

offerings, (2) the special offerings for a feast day (from 

Numbers) and (3) the waving of the loaves and lambs, and 

connected sacrifices (from Leviticus). Finally, "sacrifices" of 

freewill offerings of individuals were given to the sanctuary and 

to the poor, Deuteronomy 16:10-11 and Leviticus 23:22. 

 Notice the parallel between Passover and Pentecost: (1) one 

sheaf of barley was waved during Passover, versus two loaves of 

wheat on Pentecost; (2) one lamb was slain on Passover, versus 

two at Pentecost, with accompanying burnt and sin offerings.  

Pentecost fulfills the harvest begun during Passover season. No 

voluntary offerings of firstfruits could be made before Pentecost 

(see Exodus 23:19). 

 How Pentecost was celebrated in Temple times: A portion of 

the best wheat, previously selected, was cut, thrashed, brought 

to the Temple, ground, and passed through twelve sieves to ensure 

its fineness.  On the day before Pentecost, two omers of flour 

were baked into loaves.  According to the Mishna, the loaves were 

four handbreadths wide, seven long, and four fingers high.  Soon 

after midnight the Temple gates were opened that offerings for 

the next morning might be examined by the priests.  At sunrise of 

Pentecost morning, was the regular daily sacrifice, soon followed 

by the feast offerings of Numbers 28:26-31.  Amid the singing of 

the Hallel, the two lambs were waved alive, sacrificed, and their 

breasts and shoulders were laid beside the loaves and "waved."  

Then followed the other sacrifices of Leviticus 23, and the 

freewill offerings.  The rest of Pentecost was spent in festive 

gatherings to which the poor, stranger, and Levite were invited.  

Attendant festivities often continued for several days, as 

multitudes attended the Feast and could not all give their 

firstfruits on the same day (Hastings, article "Pentecost"). 

 The list of grain and animal offerings for Pentecost in 

Numbers 28:26-31 differs somewhat from those in Leviticus 23:15-

22.  These offerings were in addition to the fixed daily 

offering.  In the Talmud (Menahot 4:5, x.4) the Leviticus list is 

said to be the sacrifices directly connected with the loaves, and 

was designated for the journeyings in the desert; and the Numbers 

list gives special Pentecost sacrifices added after Israel 

entered Palestine (Jewish Encyclopedia, article "Pentecost"). 



 The difference in the Pentecost sacrifices of Leviticus 23 

and Numbers 28 is that those in Leviticus are especially 

connected with the wave loaves, and were in addition to the 

regular feast day sacrifices in Numbers.  It is noticeable that 

the Pentecost offering of two young rams is the only peace 

offering required of the whole congregation (Lange's Commentary). 

 

Importance of Pentecost 

 

 Why count out Pentecost?  Maimonides said that God wants us 

to count every day from Passover until Pentecost, as one reckons 

the days of an important personal event.  The fact that Pentecost 

has to be counted out emphasizes its importance.  (See Ben M. 

Edidin, Jewish Holidays and Festivals, page 166.)  

 In the Talmud, Pentecost is compared to a king who riding 

one day found an important personage bound in a pit.  The king 

said: "I will loose your bonds, take you from the pit, and after 

a set time give you my daughter to wife."  The man was overjoyed, 

and began to count the days.  So it was that God freed Israel 

from Egypt and promised to give them His law at a certain time 

(Minhagei, Mahari Tirna).  They were also prepared for the day 

three days in advance. Pentecost is thus the festival most 

prepared for in advance.  It is likened to the marriage of Israel 

with God (Israel said, "all that God has commanded we will do"). 

 The three main festivals are Passover, Pentecost and 

Tabernacles.  Passover is the festival of political freedom, 

Tabernacles of economic freedom, and Pentecost, the central and 

most important, is a festival of spiritual freedom.  See Harris 

L. Selig, Links to Eternity, page 370. 

 "The Festival of Shavuot [Pentecost], when we commemorate 

our receiving the Torah, is considered by our Sages the greatest 

event in Jewish history.  They say that when three great people 

walk together, the greatest must walk in the center. So it is 

with the three major festivals."  The nation of Israel was not 

born at the Red Sea, but at Sinai.  It was the Torah which made 

them a distinct people (Selig., pages 377-379). 

 

Jewish Readings on Pentecost 

 

 A standard element of the traditional Jewish liturgy on 

Pentecost is a recital of rhymed versions (Azharoth) of the 613 

commandments in the Law.  

 Also read at Pentecost are the following: (1) Ezekiel 1, 

which shows the glory of God, His awesome power which was 

demonstrated on Mount Sinai, (2) the Prayer of Habakkuk -- 

Habakkuk 3 -- written during difficult days of the Assyrian 

Exile, recalling God's revelation at the time of the Exodus and 

the conviction He will deliver His people and His promises will 

never fail; (3) Psalms 68, the "Pentecost anthem," shows that the 

events of the Exodus and Revelation assure God's continuing 

providence and bounty; (4) the book of Ruth, which is set in the 

background of the barley harvest and relates how a former pagan 



woman came to embrace the faith of Israel and God's law -- Ruth 

1:16 (Gaster). 

 

Ruth -- Exodus -- Psalms 42-72 

 

 From Dr. Ernest L. Martin's The Design and Development of 

the Holy Scriptures we learn that Ruth was read at Pentecost, and 

the book has a late springtime theme (1:22, 2:23), and tells how 

Ruth (a Gentile) married Boaz (a Jew) and how she gave up her 

religion and worshipped the true God. It shows that both Gentiles 

and Israelites can be united together and be part of the 

firstfruits. 

 Exodus and the Second book of Psalms (Psalms 42-72) 

parallel Ruth.  Exodus describes the beginning of the Old 

Testament Church, in which Israel was to be the firstfruits of 

nations, and relates the giving of the Law at Pentecost.  The 

Second Book of Psalms shifts from the personal happenings of 

David to what happens to Israel -- God's Church -- as a whole.  

And it too tells about the beginning of the Old Testament Church. 

 Why is Ruth read on Pentecost?  Not just because the book 

tells of David's descent or that it has a harvest setting, but 

that it took place during the time of the judges, when Israel was 

disunited, went their own way, and did evil, intermarrying with 

gentile nations and forgetting God. Samuel, who wrote Judges (and 

Ruth) saw this demoralization, and the Book of Ruth is the 

result. 

 Abimelech (husband of Naomi) and his family were rich 

aristocrats of Ephraim. When the famine broke out, he thought the 

poor would beg him to death, so he left and settled in Moab, and 

married his two sons to Moabite princesses.  He and his sons soon 

died, and Naomi was left in poverty.  The only thing to do was to 

go back home and hope her kin would help her.  Why was 

Abimelech's family so punished?  "Because they left their 

homeland and religion to live in a foreign land." 

 Thus, Jews read the book of Ruth on Pentecost "to 

demonstrate that in Judaism there must be combined both elements 

-- Torah and land" (Selig, pages 383-385). 

 COMMENT: And for Christians, the Pentecost lesson of Ruth 

is that one must keep God's law and be IN His Church to be 

blessed with eternal life. 

 

Psalms 68, "The Pentecost Anthem" 

 

 This psalm is a prayer at the removing of the ark of the 

covenant, see Numbers 10:33-36.  Thus Psalms 68 reminds us of 

God's covenant and His laws, for the two tables of stone 

containing the ten commandments were in the ark. 

 Verse 5, as God is the father of the fatherless and judge 

of the widows, we too are to include them in our day of 

Pentecost, see Deuteronomy 16:10-11. 

 Verses 6 and 7 remind us that God took us out of Egypt and 

He goes before us, just as the ark went before Israel.  Verse 8 



reminds us of Sinai which shook when God thundered His ten 

commandments, Exodus 19:18 and 20:18.  Also, Psalms 68:8, "the 

earth shook, and the heavens also dropped at the presence of God" 

reminds us not only of what happened at Sinai, but that on the 

Monday, the second day of creation week, the firmament and the 

waters were divided, as the Heaven -- atmosphere -- was created.  

Also, the heavens dropped on the day of Pentecost in 31 A.D. as 

the rain of God's Holy Spirit descended upon the apostles. 

 Verses 15 and 17 show that at Sinai God was present, and He 

"gave the word," there, verse 11. 

 Verses 29 through 31 speak of the World Tomorrow when all 

nations, Egypt, even Ethiopia, will bring their tithes and 

firstfruits (which Pentecost pictures) to God at His temple at 

Jerusalem. 

 Verse 35 ties the whole idea of Pentecost together, as the 

season of the giving of God's law and the giving of the Holy 

Spirit to keep that law: "the God of Israel is He that gives 

strength and power unto His people."  Throughout Psalms 68, the 

strength of God is emphasized, especially in verses 33-34.  In 

verse 35, God shows He will give His strength and power to His 

people if we remember to obey the laws given on that Pentecost 

day at Sinai. 

 

Habakkuk 3, A Pentecost Message 

 

 Habakkuk 3 (and sometimes Habakkuk 2:20) is read by Jews in 

the synagogue during Pentecost.  Habakkuk prophesies of the time 

when the modern Chaldeans (people of northern, industrial Italy) 

will be used by God to judge (invade and conquer) Israel. 

 Chapter 3 is a prayer of Habakkuk during shigionoth, or 

turbulent times. Shigionoth can also refer to a mournful dirge, 

indicating that this prayer or song is read, or played, with 

great emotion. 

 Verse 2 shows that God's work needs to be revived in these 

turbulent times when our nation is spoiled by the Chaldeans.  

Mount Paran is in the area of Sinai, see Deuteronomy 33:1-4, 

where the ten commandments, "a fiery law," were given in God's 

awesome power, because He loves His people. 

 God's great power is emphasized throughout the chapter.  

The point is, as the Living Bible translates it, that "the Lord 

is in His Holy Temple" (2:20) and "His power is just the same as 

always" (3:6).  Even though there is no new fruit and all the 

cattle die so we can't bring God any firstfruits, verse 17, we 

should rejoice in God because He gives us His strength, verses 18 

and 19, and when God's work comes to fruition, the whole earth 

will be filled with the knowledge of God (2:14). 

 

Miscellaneous 

 

 In Acts 2, the word "cloven tongues" is better translated 

"parting asunder," or "distributing themselves" (Hastings, 

article "Pentecost"). 



 Why did Peter say that the apostles were not drunk, since 

it was only the third hour of the day (nine o'clock in the 

morning)?  Because on festival days, Jews did not eat before 

noon, and especially tasted nothing before nine in the morning, 

the hour of prayer (Calmet).ê 

 

 

 

Pentecost:  The Day of Difference 

 

Why Pentecost is Different 

 

 Pentecost goes by several different names.  At the first 

recorded Pentecost, the giving of the law at Mt. Sinai, the day 

is not even given a name.  Exodus 19:1-11 plus the overall Bible 

time sequence,  as well as Jewish tradition indicates that the 

Commandments were given on Pentecost.  It was a time when God 

came down in the sight of all the people and spoke His great law 

with a voice like a trumpet.  The basic lesson that God was 

trying to impart is that we should fear Him, have no false gods, 

and sin not, Exodus 19-20.  Contact with the Eternal is what 

Pentecost is all about.  Israel became God's peculiar people 

because of the establishment of the Covenant, with the law of God 

as its focal point.  They were different from others, Exodus 

19:5-6.  This made Pentecost the "day of difference." 

 Fifteen hundred years later at the Temple in Jerusalem, 

about 120 men and women were made different.  After being filled 

with the Holy Spirit like tongues of fire, they spoke inspired 

messages as the Spirit gave them utterance, Acts 2.  This 

difference made them noticeable to all gathered from around the 

world for the Feast day, each one hearing the messages in his own 

language. 

 Today, Pentecost can still be considered a "day of 

difference."  Most who believe that this Holy Day should be 

observed, keep it on a day different from what we do.  Most Jews 

don't need to count Pentecost because they have chosen Sivan 6, 

which is only 49 days from Nisan 15.  Most believers in the 

Messiah who observe the Holy Days, keep Pentecost on Sunday.  

This often coincides with the Catholic-Protestant Whitsunday-

Pentecost.  A few like us, always observe Pentecost on Monday, 

counting 50 full days from the day after the weekly Sabbath 

during the Feast of Unleavened Bread as it states in Leviticus 

23:15-16.  This observance really is a "day of difference." 

 

Pentecost Must Be Counted 

Each Year 

 

 Pentecost must be freshly counted each year.  It is a 

unique Holy Day Feast.  This counting symbolizes the continued 

necessity for constant renewing of the Holy Spirit, essential for 

us to continue to be Christians, II Corinthians 4:16, Philippians 

1:19. 



 Most Jews are wrong in saying that "the Sabbath" of 

Leviticus 23:15 is the annual Holy Day Sabbath of the Feast 

(Nisan 15).  They have a fixed day on the calendar for Pentecost 

(Sivan 6 and 7) and do not have to count Pentecost each year.  

Catholics, Protestants and most Holy Day believers are likewise 

wrong.  They only count 49 days (seven times seven weeks), when 

the Scripture says to count fifty days, then keep Pentecost. 

 The original Hebrew, the King James Version, and all modern 

translations show that Leviticus 23:15-16 says to count fifty 

days (beginning on Wavesheaf Sunday, the morrow after the weekly 

Sabbath during the Feast of Unleavened Bread), then keep 

Pentecost, an annual Holy Day Sabbath and Feast.  Jews are honest 

in admitting that they count only 49 days. Just to be "safe," 

however, they keep both Sivan 6 (after 49 days) and also Sivan 7 

(after 50 days). 

 Others violate plain English (and Hebrew and Greek) to 

"prove" that Pentecost is on Sunday.  The resulting day they 

arrive at takes away the difference of the day, making them no 

different from the Catholics and Protestants.  For technical 

proof of a Monday Pentecost and how Sunday Pentecost proponents 

twist their own sources, I refer you to an article I wrote 

(revised by Bryce Clark), "The Plain Truth About Pentecost," 60 

pages, published by Church of God, The Eternal, Eugene, Oregon.  

Unfortunately, this paper is out of print. 

 Only one Holy Day can ever fall on a Sunday (see Exodus 

12:16), the first Holy Day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, 

Nisan 15, which happens only rarely.  See our articles, "Calendar 

Controversy," and "How Does God's Calendar Work?" 

 

Pentecost is a Pilgrimage Feast 

 

 Leviticus 23 does not give a name for the Feast of 

Pentecost.  But in Exodus 23:14-17, the festival is called "the 

feast of harvest, the firstfruits of thy labors, which thou hast 

sown in the field," verse 16.  Here again, this passage points 

out another reason why Pentecost is a "day of difference." Verse 

14 tells us that there are three times in a year that we are to 

keep a feast unto the Eternal.  The word "times" in the Hebrew 

means "feet."  There are three pilgrimage feasts during which we 

are told to move our feet and keep a feast unto the Eternal.  

These times are Unleavened Bread, Pentecost and Tabernacles. 

 Almost no Jews believe and practice this today.  Even among 

Messianic believers who observe the Holy Days, few believe and 

follow this simple command either.  Only at the Feast of 

Tabernacles time do they move their feet to keep a pilgrimage 

feast.  Very few keep an eight day Passover/Feast of Unleavened 

Bread, meeting with others of God's people instead of pursuing 

their normal business. 

 Fewer still keep the full Feast of Pentecost, which since 

the holy day falls on Monday, logically must include at least a 

three day weekend of Sabbath, Sunday and Monday.  If you think 

I'm adding to God's Word, read Exodus 19, especially verses 10-11 



which show a three day sanctification period leading up to 

Pentecost.  Leviticus 23 distinctly mentions "the seventh 

Sabbath" and "the morrow" after it (Sunday).  These days leading 

up to Pentecost are important.   

 For further proofs of three pilgrimage feasts, read the 

article "Pilgrimage Feasts" in the Encyclopedia Judaica.  The 

Hebrew word for "times" in Exodus 23:14 is Strong's #7272, regel, 

on page 1155 of Englishman's Hebrew Concordance.  The word for 

times in Exodus 23:17, Deuteronomy 16:16 is Strong's #6471, 

pa'am, Englishman's pages 1038-39, and means "to beat regularly, 

strike in a beat, footstep in order."  Will our footsteps follow 

God's beat? 

 Pentecost is more than just a Holy Day.  It is a pilgrimage 

feast.  Keeping it this way certainly makes it a "day of 

difference." 

 

Pentecost Changers in Danger 

of Losing Holy Spirit 

 

 By sincerely following the Bible, we sometimes find 

ourselves different from the world.  From the late 1930's to 

1973, the Worldwide Church of God kept Pentecost on Monday.  I 

learned to keep the Holy Days from the church and have kept them 

ever since my baptism in 1969.  In 1974, the Worldwide Church of 

God changed to a Sunday Pentecost.  Like many, I had not proven 

every doctrine of the church of which I was a member.  However, 

this change led me to do an exhaustive study on the subject of 

Pentecost.  From dusty volumes in research libraries to heartfelt 

prayer, at one time all night, I came to the proof that Pentecost 

is after all on a Monday. 

 Few in the Worldwide Church of God seriously questioned 

this 1974 doctrinal change.  Fewer still questioned a subsequent 

change a couple of months later when the Worldwide Church changed 

its teaching on Divorce and Remarriage.  This latter change 

should have been a jolt to the entire membership, when the 

sanctity of marriage as it was once taught, was reduced to the 

cesspool of church-sanctioned adultery and fornication.  The 

Divorce and Remarriage change is another great proof that 

Pentecost is on Monday,  because it shows what happens when truth 

is discarded.  Spiritually, as one minister stated, it was as if 

the lights were turned out. 

 Faithfulness in marriage is a foundational teaching of the 

Bible. Those who changed Pentecost from Monday to Sunday, cannot 

seem to understand the vital truth that marriage is for life.  

Switching from Monday to Sunday Pentecost created a spiritual 

blindness. 

 Over the years I have met many scattered individuals who 

have left the Worldwide Church of God for reasons other than I 

did (doctrinal issues of Pentecost and Divorce and Remarriage 

were the reasons why I left).  When I mention that I still 

observe a Monday Pentecost and believe in the life-long 

permanence of marriage as once taught by the Worldwide Church of 



God, there is usually a total lack of interest.  There is little 

discussion or interest as to why I still hold to these beliefs.  

It is almost as if the lights are turned out spiritually.  It 

seems to make no difference to them that I have made a serious 

prayerful investigation of every "Pentecost paper" or article 

that I have ever come across.  I have yet to see any real proof 

for a Sunday Pentecost.  I'd certainly be willing to change, if I 

can see any proof of their position.  Almost every person I've 

met so far who has changed from Monday to Sunday Pentecost just 

isn't all that interested in the issue.  It makes you wonder if 

they took the time to study the doctrine as thoroughly as myself 

and others have before they changed?  Is Pentecost really as 

important as I think it is? 

 

Does It Make a Difference 

Which Day We Keep? 

 

 Some will try to tell you that Pentecost doesn't make any 

difference, that it doesn't matter which day one keeps, as long 

as he "keeps" (??) Pentecost. Somehow, it does make a difference 

regarding which day is the Sabbath, but it doesn't make any 

difference which day we keep Pentecost.  The logic of this 

argument escapes me. 

 Suppose the disciples held this view.  Would they have been 

"all with one accord in one place" on the day of Pentecost, Acts 

2:1, and all have received the Holy Spirit?  No, only the ones 

keeping the right day would have received the Eternal's Spirit. 

Our Maker is a particular God.  It does make a difference with 

Him how, where, when and why we worship Him, John 4:9-24. 

 Yes, Pentecost is a day of difference.  Numbers 28:26, 

calls it "the day of the firstfruits."  In Deuteronomy 16:10 (as 

well as Exodus 34:22 and II Chronicles 8:13) Pentecost is called 

"the feast of weeks."  Different names are given to this feast 

with a difference.  Here in Deuteronomy some have stumbled over 

the statement that we are to number seven weeks, while in 

Leviticus 23:15-16 we are told to number fifty days.  In order to 

reconcile these seemingly diverse instructions, some have given 

preference to Deuteronomy 16 and only count seven weeks (seven 

times seven equals 49 days), and observe Sivan 6 or Sunday.  For 

them, Pentecost isn't Pentecost (fiftieth count) at all, but just 

the Feast of Weeks (seven weeks). 

 

Deuteronomy 16 and Pentecost 

 

 Deuteronomy 16 doesn't give me any problem with Pentecost 

on Monday.  Examining it carefully, keeping in mind that it was 

written after Leviticus 23, is the key to avoid the seeming 

confusion over the instruction to count 49 or 50. 

 (1) Notice all of Deuteronomy 16, the whole chapter.  It 

doesn't tell when Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread are 

specifically to be kept, other than in the month Abib, verses 1-

8.  Neither does Deuteronomy 16 state when the seven day Feast of 



Tabernacles is kept, verses 13-15.  Deuteronomy 16 is not 

specific about when to observe the three pilgrimage feasts.  

Leviticus 23, on the other hand, is very specific about when to 

observe them.  Deuteronomy 16 is, however, quite specific about 

where to keep these feasts:  "in the place which the LORD shall 

choose to place His name there," verse 2, also verses 5-7, 11, 

15-16.  Deuteronomy means "the second law," and it was written 

forty years after Israel had left Egypt to prepare them for 

finally entering the Promised Land, Deuteronomy 1:1-3. 

 So, Deuteronomy 16 is not intended to be the sole authority 

in telling us how to keep Pentecost.  It merely generalizes the 

more detailed instructions given in Leviticus 23:15, without 

stating the complete counting instructions of Leviticus 23:16.  

God's Word is often like this, here a little, there a little, 

Isaiah 28:9-11.  Notice the Savior's complete instructions 

relative to divorce and remarriage in Matthew 5:32, 19:9.  In 

Luke 16:18 the "exception clause" is missing.  Just because 

"except for fornication" is missing in Luke, do we then make it 

have precedence over Matthew which has this exception clause?  

Nonsense!  So then, why give precedence to Deuteronomy 16 (number 

seven weeks) over Leviticus 23 (unto the morrow after seven 

Sabbaths number fifty days)?  Notice also that Deuteronomy 16 

only mentions the last day of Unleavened Bread as an annual 

Sabbath on which no work is to be done.  It ignores the fact that 

the first day of Unleavened Bread is a Holy Day and that 

Pentecost and the first day of the Feast of Tabernacles are Holy 

Days. 

 Deuteronomy 16 is inspired scripture, but it doesn't tell 

the whens that Leviticus 23 does.  It emphasizes the wheres, and 

also the family aspect of the pilgrimage feasts, verses 11, 14, 

and the offerings required, verse 16-17. Leviticus 23 is silent 

on these topics.  Put the whole Bible together and it makes 

sense. 

 (2) The Hebrew word for weeks in Deuteronomy 16 is 

shavuoth (Strong's #7620).  This is not the same as the Hebrew 

word for Sabbaths in Leviticus 23:15, shabbath (Strong's #7676).  

Shavuoth can mean any period of seven days, and not necessarily a 

Sunday-Saturday week, Genesis 29:27-28, Leviticus 12:5, Jeremiah 

5:24, Daniel 10:2-3. 

 (3) Deuteronomy 16:9 refers to the day of putting the 

sickle to the corn. This phrase indicates harvesting for oneself 

(see Deuteronomy 23:24-25), not offering a wavesheaf to the 

Eternal.  One could not harvest for oneself without first 

offering the wavesheaf, Leviticus 23:10-14.  So there is a day 

devoted to the offering of the wavesheaf, "wavesheaf Sunday" as 

we refer to it.  The next day is the day when the harvest is for 

oneself, and this could be what is referred to in Deuteronomy 

16:9. 

 (4) Jews admit they don't count fifty days, as Leviticus 

23 commands.  They count only 49 days, then keep the next day as 

Pentecost.  Encyclopedia Judaica, article "Commandments, The 

613," page 767, says "Starting from the day of the first sheaf 



(16th of Nisan) you shall count 49 days.  You must rest on 

Savuot."  The scriptural reference is Leviticus 23:15.  At least 

they know how to count, although they have forgotten how many 

days to count. 

 The Assemblies of Yahweh "Statement of Doctrine" article 16 

says that Pentecost "is to be observed seven weeks after 

Passover, beginning our count with the day following the weekly 

Sabbath falling  on  Passover  or during the week  of  Unleavened 

Bread . . . . always observed on the first day of the week." 

 Like the Jews, they are correct as to how to count:  you 

count "x" number of days and then the following day you observe 

the Holy Day.  However they are totally wrong in the number of 

days to count.  Leviticus 23:15-16 says to count or number (same 

Hebrew word shaphar, Strong's #5608) fifty days, not 49 days.  

Let's follow the Bible! 

 Leviticus 23 does say to number fifty days (it does not say 

to count seven Sabbaths, it merely mentions that seven weekly 

Sabbaths pass along the way to the following Sunday, the last day 

of the count).  Following the correct counting method with the 

correct number of days to count -- fifty -- brings us through to 

the end of Sunday, and the next day, Monday, is Pentecost.  

Deuteronomy 16 and Leviticus 23 do not contradict.  Deuteronomy 

16 apparently was not intended to give specific counting 

instructions about Pentecost.  If it does, items (2) and (3) 

above, explain how the two passages can be reconciled. 

 One thing is clear:  if you are going to finish counting on 

the same day, and are going to count fifty days according to one 

instruction, and supposedly seven times seven = forty-nine days 

according to a second instruction, you cannot start counting on 

the same day!  How people have tried to count differently with 

fifty days and forty-nine days, starting and ending on the same 

days in both cases!   I wonder if they failed in mathematics!  It 

can't be done, unless in one case you use a different rule of 

counting.  We understand that Deuteronomy 16 does not give 

specific counting instructions but that Leviticus 23  does.  This 

clears up all these problems at once. 

 

True Pentecost Dispels 

Sunday "Proof" 

 

 Pentecost is a day different from the world.  A time when 

true believers can be together with one accord. 

 Many Sabbath-keepers are aware that the Messiah was not 

resurrected on Easter Sunday morning.  They go to great pains to 

disprove this false concept by showing that Christ was exactly 

three days and three nights, 72 hours, in the grave.  He was 

crucified on a Wednesday, placed in the grave just before sunset, 

and was resurrected just before sunset on Saturday.  As Matthew 

12:40 shows, He was precisely three days and three nights in the 

grave. 

 How many Sabbath-keepers are aware of the other major 

"proof" for Sunday worship?  Sunday-keepers keep Sunday rather 



than the Sabbath because of their belief that (1) Christ rose 

from the dead on Sunday, AND (2) that the Holy Spirit descended 

on the disciples on Sunday.  In fact, these two concepts were 

instrumental in the change from Sabbath to Sunday. 

 Peter Geirmann in the Convert's Catechism of Catholic 

Doctrine, page 50, tells us:  

 

 

Q. Which is the Sabbath day? 

A. Saturday is the Sabbath day. 

Q.Why do we observe Sunday instead of Saturday? 

A.We observe Sunday instead of Saturday because the Catholic 

Church transferred the solemnity from Saturday to Sunday.  

Q.Why did the Catholic Church substitute Sunday for Saturday? 

A.The Church substituted Sunday for Saturday because Christ rose 

from the dead on a Sunday, and the Holy Spirit descended upon the 

Apostles on a Sunday. 

Q.By what authority did the Church substitute Sunday for 

Saturday? 

A.The Church substituted Sunday for Saturday by the plentitude of 

that divine power which Jesus Christ bestowed upon her. 

 

 

 

 As we know, Daniel 7:25 shows the power of the "little 

horn" which thinks to change times and laws.  We must obey the 

Eternal and not man. 

 Both Easter Sunday and Pentecost (Whit)Sunday are false 

pagan holidays, counterfeits of the true Holy Days.  The Catholic 

Church twisted the truth. Both Easter and Whitsunday are non-

scriptural.  Both major pillars of Sunday worship are FALSE! 

 The Savior meant exactly what He said when He predicted He 

would be three days and three nights in the grave.  Not parts of 

days, but 72 hours. God also is precise when He says to count 

fifty days -- not parts of days -- then keep Pentecost.  It is 

hypocritical to rigorously prove three days and three nights so 

as to disprove Sunday worship, and then turn around and count 

parts of days in the count towards Pentecost. 

 Keeping the true Sabbath and true Pentecost sets us apart 

from other professed believers.  They are indeed "days of 

difference." 

 

Pentecost and Jubilee 

 

 Some commentators state that Pentecost is a type of the 

Jubilee Year.  They say since we are to count 49 years, then keep 

Jubilee, that Pentecost is counted in the same way. 

 Leviticus 25:8-11 shows we are to number seven times seven 

years (49 years), then keep the fiftieth year as Jubilee. 

Leviticus 23:15-16 shows to number fifty days, then keep 

Pentecost.  The same word for "number," the Hebrew shaphar, 

Strong's #5608, is used in both passages.  We are to shaphar 



forty-nine years toward Jubilee, and shaphar fifty days toward 

Pentecost. Pentecost and Jubilee are counted exactly the same, 

but there are different numbers to count!  The way Jubilee is 

counted is a major proof that Pentecost is on Monday. 

 Is Pentecost a type of the Jubilee Year?  Peter's Pentecost 

sermon in Acts 2 does not compare Pentecost to Jubilee.  Peter 

links Pentecost with Joel 2 and the Day of Trumpets and Day of 

Atonement.  Some, in an apparent attempt to stretch the truth, 

have concluded that the Greek word sabbaton, "sabbaths," Strong's 

#4521, means "Pentecost."  In Luke 4:16-21, the Savior gave a 

sermon in Nazareth on the Sabbath day (sabbaton), saying that 

that day fulfilled Isaiah 61:1-2, "to set at liberty [Jubilee 

means liberty] them that are bruised."  The "sabbaton theory" 

advocates say this was the Day of Pentecost.  We haven't seen any 

proof of this assertion.  Actually, Luke 4:31 disproves the 

sabbaton theory.  This verse says that Jesus went on to 

Capernaum, and taught them on the sabbath days (sabbaton).  The 

Greek word sabbaton does not mean Pentecost.  The Greek word 

pentecoste means Pentecost. 

 There is, however, scriptural support for a tie between 

Jubilee and the Day of Atonement.  Jubilee began on the Day of 

Atonement, Leviticus 25:9.  I have found no direct scriptural 

basis for stating that Pentecost is a type of Jubilee. 

 J. Franklin Snook in his book To Heal The Nation (Salem, 

Oregon, 1977), presents another theory about Pentecost and 

Jubilee.  It is true that after the Jubilee Year, the Sabbatical 

cycle begins all over again.  The Jubilee is followed by six 

years of farming, then a Sabbatical Year.  After the Seventh 

Sabbatical Year (forty-ninth year) is the Jubilee (fiftieth 

year).  Then another fifty year Jubilee cycle begins. Snook takes 

the fifty year Jubilee cycle and applies it to the weekly cycle 

in the matter of Pentecost.  He says (pages 46-47) that after 

Pentecost, the weekly cycle begins over again, so that the 

seventh day Sabbath we have today is not the same as that 

observed by Israel.  This argument is prevalent among Anglo-

Israel Identity people, and has no scriptural basis. 

 

Where Is Evidence of Holy Spirit? 

 

 People who keep a Sunday Pentecost might well say:  "If the 

proper day for Pentecost is as important as you say it is and 

your Monday Pentecost is the right day, why doesn't your life 

evidence the power of the Holy Spirit like the disciples on that 

great Pentecost day in 31 A.D.?"  I could just as well ask the 

same question of them, and of the Jews that keep Sivan 6 and 7.  

I'm sure that Sunday-keepers could ask a similar question of us 

relative to the Sabbath.  Why doesn't God make it plain who His 

people are?  Because if He did, there would be no small stir 

about that way, Acts 19:23.  It isn't God's time to draw a 

dividing line between His true firstfruits, James 1:18, 

Revelation 14:1-4, and the world.  That time will come.  One of 

the lessons of Pentecost is that we must wait until the 



fulfillment of Pentecost to be endued with power from on high, 

Luke 24:49. 

 It is not surprising that almost all Sunday Pentecost 

believers cannot understand foundational Bible truths, such as 

the sanctity and life-long permanence of marriage.  The flow of 

the Holy Spirit has been cut off!  Some Monday Pentecost 

believers understand and practice Biblical Law relative to 

marriage. But even they await greater spiritual power to spread 

the gospel with great power, signs and miracles, to the world. 

 

The Fruits of Sunday Pentecost 

 

 Let's look at some of the fruits of Sunday Pentecost. 

 What happened to those who pushed for the 1974 Worldwide 

Church of God doctrinal changes in Pentecost and Divorce and 

Remarriage? 

 The most vocerifous Sunday Pentecost supporter was Dr. 

Ernest L. Martin, a respected pastor and scholar.  In 1961, 

Martin wrote a pro-Sunday Pentecost paper which finally led to 

the doctrinal change in 1974.  Martin and other supporters had 

privately kept a Sunday Pentecost for years before 1974.  

Martin's many doctrinal questions and disagreements precipitated 

a mass exodus from the church of thousands of members and scores 

of ministers.  Dr. Martin's teachings devolved into liberal 

Protestantism, as he rejected the Sabbath, Holy Days, Tithing, 

and trusting God for healing.  Instead of growing in grace and 

knowledge, Dr. Martin's Sunday Pentecost teaching led to gross 

apostacy.  The great rebellion led by Martin strongly influenced 

the church to change Pentecost and its teachings on marriage, in 

order to stem the tide of membership loss. 

 Raymond F. McNair, who brought the Sunday Pentecost issue 

to Herbert W. Armstrong's attention, faced great personal tragedy 

and public embarrassment.  When McNair's wife followed Martin in 

leaving the church, McNair claimed she had deserted him and 

divorced her, later remarrying.  A jury unanimously decided 

against McNair and the Worldwide Church, agreeing that she had 

been libeled and falsely slandered by McNair and Roderick C. 

Meredith.  An out of court settlement gave Mrs. McNair $750,000 

of church funds as compensation. 

 It may be just a coincidence that the instigators of the 

Pentecost change met such unsavory fates.  One day we may know 

for sure. 

 Were the overwhelming majority of the Worldwide Church of 

God doctrinal changes of the 1970's, 1980's and 1990's good or 

bad?  See the article, "90 Doctrinal Changes of the Worldwide 

Church of God," by Lloyd Cary, as well as our book, Biblical 

Doctrine.  You decide for yourself. 

 Were the 1974 Pentecost and Divorce & Remarriage changes 

the result of incontrovertible scriptural proof, or were they 

instead planned changes, whose timing were politically motivated 

to stem the loss of membership?  The excellent article by Paul 



Royer, published by The Church of God, The Eternal, answers this 

important question. 

 

What is Trinity Sunday? 

 

 Celebrated by the Catholic Church and some Protestents, 

Trinity Sunday is the Sunday after Pentecost.  It is a 

celebration in honor of the Trinity, and was declared part of the 

church calendar by Pope John XXII in 1334.  Previously, it had 

been celebrated locally at various dates for hundreds of years.  

Corpus Christi, once the principal (main) Catholic feast, is the 

Thursday following Trinity Sunday.  It celebrates the presence of 

the body (corpus) of Christ in the Eucharist. 

 Is there a connection between the Trinity and Sunday?  In 

Catholic thought, the answer is yes, definitely.  Eusebius of 

Alexandria (ca. A.D. 500) said, 

 

The holy day of Sunday is the commemoration of the Lord.  It is 

called the Lord's because it is the Lord of all days . . . .  It 

was on this day that the Lord established the foundation of the 

creation of the world and on the same day He gave to the world 

the first-fruits of the resurrection . . . .  This day is 

thereforefore for us the source of all benefits; the beginning of 

the creaton of the world, the beginning of the resurrection,  the 

beginning of the week.  Since this day contains three beginnings, 

it prefigures the principle of the Trinity (De die Dominico, PA 

86, 416). 

 

 Here we see that belief in a Sunday Pentecost, and/or a 

Sunday resurrection, leads to the Trinity doctrine. 

 

The Eighth Day 

 

 Since the Sabbath was the seventh day of the Biblical week, 

some early professing Christians, such as Gregory of Nazianzus 

(A.D. 329-389), considered Sunday as "the first day with 

reference to those that followed and as the eighth day with 

regard to those that preceded" (Oratio 44 In novam Dominicam, PG 

36, 612C-613A).  Catholic literature in the first five centuries 

often dwelled on the numerical symblism of "the eighth day," 

Sunday.  As Samuele Bacchiocchi, a native Italian, admits, "the 

irrationality of an eighth day in a seven-day week did not seem 

to bother the ancients" (From Sabbath to Sunday, page 278).  

Italians count inclusively, which may seem strange to modern 

Americans.  Bacchiocchi (page 278) says, "an Italian will often 

set an appointment on a Sunday for the following Sunday not by 

saying, I will meet you a week from today,' but rather oggi otto 

-- eight days today' since both Sundays are counted.  This is 

called an octave by Catholics. 

 By the same token, professing Christians, influenced by 

Rome, used the Roman Italian inclusive reckoning for time.  

Tertullian (ca. A.D. 160-ca. A.D. 225) said that Christians 



celebrated their Sunday festival "every eighth day," meaning 

every Sunday. 

 How did Sunday become associated with the eighth day?  

Some, such as W. Rordorf (Sunday, page 277), say that "Sunday 

came to be associated with the number eight because baptism was 

administered on Sunday and we know that baptism was early 

connected with the sumbolism associated with the number eight."  

Circumcision was to be performed "the eighth day," and eight 

souls were saved from the waters of the flood.  Justin Martyr 

(ca. A.D. 100-ca. 165) interprets the eight persons of the ark as 

"symbol of the eighth day, wherein Christ appeared when He rose 

from the dead, for ever the first in power" (Dialogue 128).  

Origin (ca. A.D. 185-ca. 254) views the eighth day as symbol of 

the resurrection of Christ which provided global circumcision, 

baptismal purification of the world: 

 

Before the arrival of the eighth day of the Lord Jesus Christ the 

whole world was impure and uncircumcised.  But when the eighth 

day of the resurrection came, immediately we were cleansed, 

buried, and raised by the circumcision of Christ (Selecta in 

Psalmos, 118). 

 

 Origen added, "The resurrection of the Lord is celebrated 

not only once a year but constantly every eight days" (Homilia in 

Isaiam, 5, 2). 

 Finally, some built upon the Jewish understanding of seven 

millennial periods, followed by the eternal new age, which could 

be viewed as "the eighth day."  Thus, Sunday worship could be 

instituted as a continuation of the Sabbath, and viewed as 

superior to the Sabbath, just as the eighth aeon (the Gnostic 

term is ogdoad, meaning eight ages, or eight gods) is superior to 

the preceding seven millenia.  Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 150-

215) said, "The rest of the spiritual men takes place on the day 

of the Lord in the ogdoad which is called the day of the Lord" 

(Excerpta ex Theodoto 63).  Since the New Heavens and New Earth 

follow seven thousand years, they are better and Sunday, the 

eight day, was thought to be a type of the never ending kingdom.  

Clement shows that in Ezekiel 44:27, the priests were purified 

for seven days and on the eighth day sacrifices are offered.  

Origen, Cyprian, and other Catholic fathers wrote of their belief 

that the eighth day is superior to the seventh day, and 

supercedes it.  Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers (ca. A.D. 315-367) 

writes, "Although the name and the observance of the Sabbath had 

been established for the seventh day, we [professing Christians] 

celebrate the feast of the perfect Sabbath on the eighth day of 

the week, which is also the first" (Tractatus super Psalmos 12). 

 

Easter a Counterfeit Passover 

 

 Passover and the Sabbath symbolized to Old Testament 

believers the future Messianic deliverance.  When Jesus 

associated himself as "Lord of the Sabbath," He was emphasizing 



His messiahship.  As Bacchiocchi states, "as the Sabbath became 

for the Israelites the weekly extension of the annual Passover, 

so Sunday later became for many Christians the weekly 

commemoration of the annual Easter-Sunday" (From Sabbath to 

Sunday, pages 23-25 ).  Eusebius states, "While the Jews faithful 

to Moses, sacrificed the Passover lamb once a year . . . we men 

of the New Covenant celebrate every Sunday our Passover" (De 

solemnitate paschali 7, 12).  Even today, Italians still refer to 

Sunday as pasquetta, which means "little Easter." 

 Now why did professing Christians substitute Easter for 

Passover?  They wanted to break away from Judaism.  As J.B. 

Lightfoot records, Rome and Alexandria adopted Easter-Sunday to 

avoid "even the semblance of Judaism" (The Apostolic Fathers, 

1885, page 88).  Catholics even repudiated the Jewish calendar, 

making their own time calculations.  Emperor Constantine, in the 

Nicene conciliar letter, wanted to establish a religion 

completely free of any Jewish influence: 

 

It appeared an unworthy thing that in the celebraton of this most 

holy feast [Easter] we should follow the practice of the Jews, 

who have impiously defiled their hands with enormous sin, and 

are, therefore, deservedly afflicted with blindness of sour . . . 

.  Let us then have nothing in common with the detestable Jewish 

crowd . . . . (Eusebius, Life of Constantine, 3, 18-19). 

 

 Easter and Pentecost are inextricably tied together.  

Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyon (from about A.D. 176), said that 

Catholics did not kneel from Easter to Pentecost, because both 

feasts are "a symbol of the resurrection" and that Pentecost "is 

of equal significance with the Lord's day" (Fragments from the 

Lost Writings of Irenaeus, 7). 

 Since Constantine, and others who changed sacred times, 

wanted to avoid Jewish reckoning of Holy Days, it would be 

entirely out of line for them to reject Passover for Easter, yet 

accept a Sunday Pentecost, if a Sunday Pentecost was a 

traditional Jewish holiday.  Can you imagine the Council of Nicea 

rejecting a "Jewish" Passover, yet accepting a Jewish Sadduccean 

Pentecost?  It does not make sense.  Here is a strong indication 

that a Sunday Pentecost was never a major component of Jewish 

belief.  If it had been, then Catholics would never have accepted 

a Sunday Pentecost. 

 To Catholic believers from the time of the "fathers," 

Easter-Sunday, Pentecost-Sunday, and weekly Sunday were regarded 

as one basic festival commemorating at different times the same 

event of the resurrection.  Bacchiocchi concludes that Irenaeus 

was correct in designating Sixtus, Bishop of Rome (A.D. 115-125) 

as the first non-observer of the Quartodeciman Passover (From 

Sabbath to Sunday, pages 203, 273).  Easter, the counterfeit 

Passover, and Sunday Pentecost, are branded with the mark of 

Rome. 

 

Sunday "Events," if Sunday Pentecost is Correct 



 

 Do you realize that if Sunday Pentecost is correct, then 

you have a very significant list of important Sundays in the plan 

of God.  Indeed, those who support a Sunday Pentecost believe in 

one or more of the following: 

 

 _The Ten Commandments were given at Sinai on a Sunday. 

 _Jesus began His public ministry and preached His inaugural 

sermon on a Sunday, Luke 4:16-21. 

 _Jesus was resurrected on a Sunday. 

 _The Holy Spirit was given to the disciples on a Sunday. 

 

 The Worldwide Church of God now believes in all four of the 

above!  Do you believe the above events occurred on Sunday?  The 

Lord of the Sabbath would hardly have placed His presence so 

strongly on Sunday, if He wanted us to always remember the 

Sabbath.  Bacchiocchi says that since the Sabbath of the Old 

Testament pointed to the Messiah, "In light of this fact the 

claim that Christ made in His inaugural address to be the 

fulfillment of the redemptive function of the Sabbath, acquires 

added significance.  By identifying Himself with the Sabbath 

[Luke 4:18-19], Christ was affirming His Messiahship" (From 

Sabbath to Sunday, page 25).  For the Worldwide Church of God, 

Jesus did not affirm His messiahship in this way.  They believe 

He began preaching on a Sunday Pentecost, that the Ten 

Commandments were given on a Sunday, that the resurrection was on 

Sunday, and that the Holy Spirit was given on a Sunday.  Yet they 

still, for the time being, hold to the weekly Sabbath, in spite 

of the fact that these beliefs are major components of Sunday 

worship. 

 

How Do You Change 

Your Doctrinal Beliefs? 

 

 Some people change doctrinal beliefs like they change an 

old pair of socks.  The minister preaches something different, 

they accept this "new truth," and that is the end of discussion.  

For them, changing doctrines generates as much emotion as 

discarding a pair of worn out socks. 

 How should you change a doctrinal belief that you have 

formerly proved, believed, and practiced?  You should make no 

changes unless there is absolute, overwhelming, incontrovertible 

Biblical proof.  Marriage gives us a good example.  Under what 

circumstances would you leave your wife and family and live 

separately?  Only if there is absolute proof, from the Bible, 

that your union is in violation of God's laws of marriage.  And 

if there were such proof, the decision to separate would be 

traumatic and emotional, and result only after a great deal of 

prayer, fasting, crying out to God. 

 In 1974, when some 90,000 people changed from observing 

Pentecost on Monday to Pentecost on Sunday, there was no such an 

emotional crying out to God in repentance.  The "scholars" gave 



their findings, the church leaders made the pronouncement of the 

change, and the membership (except for a tiny few) followed in 

line.  In similar fashion, doctrinal changes since then, both in 

the Worldwide Church of God and other groups, have been 

instituted without emotion. 

 There is, however, an example in the Bible of a godly 

people returning to the Eternal's ways after a long period of 

rebellion.  The Jewish captives who returned from Babylon did not 

change their doctrinal beliefs like discarding an old pair of 

socks.  They had lapsed into many errors, and had actually gone 

into captivity for breaking the Sabbaths of the Almighty.  Now 

they were receptive to the Truth and the reading of the Law.  

Nehemiah 8:8-12 shows that the people wept when they heard the 

Law, because they knew they were guilty for breaking it.  They 

rediscovered the Law concerning keeping the Feast of Tabernacles, 

and zealously with great joy kept it, verses 13-18.  This was a 

highly emotional time in the history of Israel. 

 This is how we should react when we are convicted by the 

Truth and need to make adjustments in our lives to live according 

to Biblical doctrine.  This is NOT how almost all people we know 

of have reacted to doctrinal changes.  The "cold turkey" 

doctrinal changes most have made are a convincing proof to us 

that they merely followed the crowd.  It does nobody any good to 

blindly follow someone else, be they right or wrong.  We shall 

all stand individually before God. 

 

Pentecost Is a Day of Difference 

 

 Will we be honest with the scriptures?  Will we all study 

the issue thoroughly, with our nose in the Bible and our knees 

bowed in humble earnest prayer?  Will we be ready for that final 

"day of difference"?  Until then, "I will accept new views, 

provided they are proven to be true views."  See I Thessalonians 

5:21. Many accepted one way without proving it to themselves, and 

then changed to another way also without proving it to 

themselves. 

 There are many different "days of Pentecost" kept by 

religious people.  May the time soon come, and forever endure, 

when all mankind may see eye to eye, Isaiah 52:8, and there will 

be no more differences, when not only the firstfruits in God's 

plan are harvested, but the great fall harvest as well.  Then God 

will pour out His Spirit on all flesh, Joel 2:28, which was 

fulfilled in a small way in Acts 2:1-4, 16:21. 

 Until then, Pentecost will be a "day of difference," since 

its professed observers cannot agree when to keep it.  Every time 

I keep the true Pentecost, I am aware of the difference between 

clean and unclean, good and evil, Exodus 11:7, Leviticus 10:10, 

11:47, especially Leviticus 20:22-26. 

 How do I know I am keeping the true Pentecost?  Those who 

know God's will and do it have a proof which others do not 

comprehend.  "If any man will do His will, he shall know of the 

doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself," 



John 7:17.  What a difference to know you are following the 

Eternal!ê 

 

 

Twenty-Four Reasons Why I Believe In A Monday Pentecost 

 

 In 1974 the Worldwide Church of God changed its doctrinal 

teaching on Pentecost from a Monday to a Sunday Pentecost.  This 

article is based on a Sermon by Raymond C. Cole delivered on 

Pentecost, May 19, 1975 at Florence, Oregon.  Is the tradition of 

the Worldwide Church of God a Sunday or a Monday Pentecost?  The 

Worldwide Church of God never observed a Sunday Pentecost until 

1974.  Here are twenty-four reasons for a Monday Pentecost. 

 

Another Language 

 

 God has put the Bible together in such a way that man is 

incapable of technically arriving at a knowledge of the truth, 

Isaiah 28:7-13.  Truth must be revealed to those simple enough to 

believe implicitly in faith, Matthew 11:25.  

 More than that, God said He would speak to us in a 

different language than Hebrew, Isaiah 28:11.  The truth in this 

age has been revealed in English, not Hebrew.  Every mistake that 

has been made to this point has been based on an attempt to get 

back to those original languages and you and I are incapable of 

understanding them.  There are many difficulties in understanding 

an ancient language.  Classical Greek and Hebrew are vastly 

different from the modern usage.  No one, not even the scholars, 

have perfect knowledge of the Hebrew and Greek.  When one begins 

to doubt and question the truths revealed in a simple language, 

the simple truth of God becomes clouded and lost. 

 

"Progressive" Revelation?  

 

 In Isaiah 1 and 2 God speaks of the condition of His people 

in the latter days, at the time of the return of Jesus Christ, 

Isaiah 2:10-19.  His children have forsaken the Eternal, and He 

is very angry, Chapter 1:2-4.  God's people have gone away 

backward.  The fact is, people never go uphill.  There is not 

such thing as a progressive revelation of God's truth.  It's 

given to the people of the Eternal God, and then they begin to go 

downhill, Chapter 1:4. 

 Punishment is futile, because they will revolt more and 

more.  Certainly these prophecies were fulfilled in type to the 

physical nation and church of Israel in the past.  The major 

fulfillment is for the last days, Chapter 2:2.  We know who is 

the physical nation of Israel.  Do we not also know who is the 

spiritual church of Israel, the "daughter of Zion," Isaiah 1:8?  

These prophecies are for our day!  

 Only a small remnant of God's people will remain faithful 

to God's laws and statutes, Isaiah 1:9.  The world stands because 

of the presence of those few righteous ones.  



 Somewhere along the line, there was a perversion of God's 

laws, statutes, sabbaths and Holy Days.  He says, that He hates 

what His people are doing, verses 13-14.  Let's look at 

ourselves.  Are we true and faithful to Almighty God? 

 

Original Truth Changed 

 

 In Ezekiel 5 there is another prophecy for the last days.  

Only a little handful will be God's faithful.  Jerusalem,  the 

headquarters of the nation and the church, has changed God's 

judgments into wickedness more than the nations around her, 

verses 5-6.  Because of perversion of God's statutes and Holy 

Days, God will execute judgments upon His people, verses 7-8. 

 One cannot pervert, or change, what he never had in the 

first place.  The very words, "pervert," and "change," demand an 

original obedience to the truth.  It's just that simple.  God's 

people were given God's truth and then departed from it.  

 

God's People Have 

Forgotten His Law 

 

 Hosea 4 likewise tells of God's people "in the latter 

days," Hosea 3:5.  God has a controversy with His own people 

because knowledge of His laws has been forgotten.  Lying, 

stealing, adultery and striving with the ministry are going on, 

verses 2, 4.  God says "My people are destroyed for lack of 

knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also 

reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast 

forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children," 

Hosea 4:6.  

 Once again, you can't forget what you didn't know.  The 

only possibility based on these easy-to-understand words is that 

at one time God's people knew, and understood, but now have 

forgotten God.  As growth in numbers proceeded among God's 

people, so did their sins grow.  As a result, God will change 

their glory into shame, verse 7.  Their glory was in direct 

proportion to obedience to God's laws.  Do you know  any 

Protestants that were obedient to God's laws and then turned from 

them?  Someone was obedient and then left off to take heed to the 

Eternal, verse 10. 

 Who are God's people in the last days?  Verse 12, the 

spirit of whoredoms has caused them to err.  They hide their 

sins, verse 13.  The people that do not understand shall fall, 

verse 14.  You cannot fall if you weren't originally where you 

should be, can you? 

 Now notice Hosea 2:1-13.  It speaks of God's people who 

have obtained mercy, forgiveness of their past sins, "at that 

day," verse 16, the end time.  They have committed whoredoms and 

say "I will go after my lovers" -- illicit relationships with 

Gentile nations, verse 5.  Verse 11, God will cause her mirth to 

cease, her feast days and sabbaths.  Is Israel as a nation 

keeping the Feast Days?  Or is this speaking of the Church?  "She 



went after her lovers, and forgat me, saith the LORD," verse 13.  

How can one forget what was never known? 

 God's people in the end time have turned aside from proper 

observance of His sabbaths, New Moons, and Feast Days.  Will we 

follow suit due to the arguments of scholars? 

 

Why I Believe in a Monday Pentecost 

 

 The initial twenty-four reasons for my response in 

continuing to keep a Monday Pentecost did not involve 

technicalities at all.  A study of technical words was ensued 

only subsequently.  Here are those initial reasons: 

 

Preparation Day Necessary 

 

 (1) Sunday as the Wavesheaf Day was an entire day for the 

preparation and offering of the Wavesheaf.  Likewise, the Sunday 

following the seventh Sabbath was necessary to prepare for 

Pentecost.  I could not figure out how it was possible to do all 

that had to take place in the preparation for Pentecost without a 

Sunday in there.  Specifically, there had to be large waveloaves 

baked with leaven offered to the Eternal on Pentecost, Leviticus 

23:17.  If you insist on a Sunday Pentecost, you're going to have 

to prepare on the Sabbath.  That breaks the Sabbath law and 

produces death (see Exodus 16:23-30, and 35:2).  So I decided the 

change to Sunday must be wrong. 

 

Order of Salvation 

 

 (2) The second reason why I believe in a Monday Pentecost 

is that God clearly delineates the order of salvation.  Christ is 

the first of the firstfruits.  How can you be the first of the 

firstfruits if you are just among others?  Wavesheaf Sunday is 

devoted solely to Christ. I Corinthians 15:22-23 tells us that 

Christ is the firstfruits of those resurrected from the dead, 

followed by those that are Christ's at His coming.  There is a 

difference between begotten Christians and Jesus Christ.  

 

Monday the Tradition of the Church 

 

 (3) The third point is the tradition of the Church.  I'm 

not interested in the tradition of the Sadducees (Sunday) or the 

Pharisees (Sivan 6) or any other sect regarding which day to 

observe  Pentecost.  But I am awesomely interested in the 

tradition of the Church of God.  The apostle Paul was also. 

 In Titus 1:9 Paul stated that the true minister of God must 

be "holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught."  And 

so I deliberated at great length and asked "how can I hold fast 

to it and turn right around and change it?"  To hold fast to 

something is to keep it without changing.  Unless we can finally 

come to the "logical" deduction that "Oh well, that was for 

Titus."  Granted,  it was for Titus.  But what Paul wrote to the 



Corinthians was for the Corinthians.  And what he wrote to 

Timothy was for Timothy.  So why bother?  I am still of the 

conviction that according to II Timothy 3:16-17 that it's the 

inspired word of God which is for you and me.  It was essential 

for Titus and for us.  Because human nature is the same and tends 

not to hold fast to God's truth.  

 II Timothy 3:14 says "But continue thou in the things which 

thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou 

hast learned them."  How can I continue and yet at the same time 

change?  Since I couldn't find the term change here, I decided to 

continue.  I knew what I had learned and I decided to continue in 

it.  I was assured of it because I had proven it.  And I knew 

from whom I learned it, because I had also proven that. I could 

do nothing else. 

 Now notice II Thessalonians 2:15, "Therefore, brethren, 

stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, 

whether by word, or our epistle."  These are three out of 30-40 

such proof texts. 

 The tradition of the Church for about thirty-five years 

prior to 1974 had been a Monday Pentecost.  Now there is a 

subtlety going out now that the original which was given to Mr. 

Herbert W. Armstrong was a Sunday.  Don't you believe it! 

 There were several years in which Mr. Armstrong was 

following the Rabbinic custom of Sivan 6, which meant that it 

could fall at various times, Sunday, Monday, Wednesday or Friday.  

Now it did so happen that Sivan 6 fell on a Sunday on one or two 

years during the time when Mr. Armstrong accepted the modern 

Jewish Rabbinical date for Pentecost.  This is what confuses 

some.  He had not had time to study it out until later, but he 

always had misgivings about it. Just like the Apostle Paul, it 

took Mr. Armstrong several years to be taught before he was 

commissioned.  

 [Editor's Note: the following is a proof of what Mr. Cole 

stated.] 

 Converted and called in 1927, Mr. Armstrong was ordained to 

the ministry in 1931.  He began keeping the Holy Days with others 

in 1934.  Truth was revealed to him, as he has said, one doctrine 

at a time.  A calendar was published in 1937 showing Pentecost 

corresponding to the Jewish date of Sivan 6.  But it must have 

been that very year that Monday observance was begun.  For a 

diary of an early church member, Mrs. Lorinda (Stoneberg) Le Bleu 

(baptized in 1936 by Mr. Armstrong), shows that she did keep 

Pentecost on a Monday in the years 1937, 1940, 1941 and 

following.  

 There is an interesting relationship between Passover, 

Pentecost and Sivan 6 that helps to explain why some have 

mistakenly thought that a "Sunday Pentecost" was kept for a 

couple of years.  The following table shows all possible  

combinations,  and specifics for the years 1934-1941: 

 

 

 Year  Passover Pentecost Jews' Pentecost 



 

 1936, 1939, 1940 Monday Sivan 11 Sivan 6 Wednesday 

 

 1935  Wednesday Sivan 9 Sivan 6 Friday 

 

 1934, 1937, 1938, 1941 Friday  Sivan 7  Sivan 

6 Sunday 

 

 (none during period) Sabbath Sivan 13 Sivan 6 Monday 

 

 

 

 Notice that when Passover falls on a Friday, Sivan 6 is on 

a Sunday, while the true Pentecost is on the very next day, Sivan 

7.  Jews sometimes keep both days, Sivan 6 and 7.  So it may have 

been that the Pentecosts observed by Mrs. Le Bleu in 1937 and 

1938 were still during the time when Mr. Armstrong had accepted 

the Jewish reckoning.  However, her diary records the actual 

meeting on the Monday of those years, not the Sunday.  The church 

often met at individual homes during the early years. Mrs. Le 

Bleu's diary records a Pentecost meeting on Monday, May 17, 1937 

at the Conn's and Monday, June 6, 1938 at the White's. 

 1939 is a key year:  The Jewish Pentecost and the true 

Pentecost were five days apart.  Mrs. Le Bleu's diary records a 

meeting on Monday, May 29, 1939 at Wilma Christenson's home.  

This is definite proof that at least by 1939, Mr. Armstrong had 

been shown the validity of a Monday Pentecost rather than the 

commonly accepted Jewish Sivan 6-7.  According to the diary, 1937 

was the first "Monday" year. 

 Thus, Sivan 6 was observed for the years 1934, 1935, and 

1936.  According to the table on the previous page, 1934 was the 

only year in which Sivan 6 fell on a Sunday.  In 1935 the Jews' 

Pentecost fell on a Friday, and in 1936 it fell on a Wednesday. 

 According to an article published in early 1940, "How to 

Figure Passover," Mr. Armstrong had printed a calendar in 1937 

showing Holy Day dates for several years in advance.  June 12, 

1940 was the date projected in the 1937 calendar as Pentecost.  

This was Sivan 6 of that year, which fell on a Wednesday.  The 

1940 article changed the date to Tuesday, June 18.  This must 

have been a typographical error, for Mrs. Le Bleu's diary records 

that the Eugene church observed Pentecost of 1940 on Monday, June 

17 at Hendricks Park, with about fifty members present. 

 Even the "Pentecost Study Material" published in 1974 by 

the Worldwide Church of God in support of the change from a 

Monday to a Sunday Pentecost proves that Mr. Armstrong never did 

originally observe a Sunday Pentecost.  On page 61, the paper 

states, "After learning of God's Sabbaths from the Bible, Mr. 

Armstrong turned to the Jews for basic knowledge of the Sacred 

Calendar . . .  Using the Bible as his guide, Mr. Armstrong 

studied the Jewish Encyclopedia -- accepting the laws of the 

calendar but rejecting traditions which did not seem to square 

with the Bible . . . .  Jews now keep it [Pentecost] on a fixed 



calendar date, Sivan 6.  Studying further, Mr. Armstrong found 

the priestly Sadducees had counted from the weekly Sabbath (which 

usually falls within the two annual Sabbaths) and had observed a 

Sunday.  At this point he discarded Jewish practice and 

established Monday as the proper day."  Rather than observe the 

extinct Sadducean tradition of a Sunday Pentecost, Mr. Armstrong 

discarded the Jewish practice of Sivan 6 for a Monday Pentecost. 

 Thus, Mr. Herbert Armstrong never did observe a "Sunday" 

Pentecost during the early years of the Eugene Church of God.  

Those who teach otherwise are spreading a lie! 

 Don't forget that the tradition of the Church is a Monday 

Pentecost.  The blessings came under the Monday obedience.  

That's when the growth of the Church took place. 

 

Divine Revelation 

 

 (4) I knew there was no way for an ordinary man, no matter 

how intelligent, to arrive at truth.  It had to be revealed by 

divine revelation.  Now if God hadn't revealed it, we've all been 

deceived all these years, and there's nothing to it anyway.  If 

we were the Church of God and are still the Church of God, then 

God revealed His truth to him at that time.  If God did reveal 

it, it is immutable and unalterable. 

 I had to make a choice.  I continue to honor and respect 

Mr. Armstrong.  I will continue in those truths God revealed to 

him.  I still honor him because he was God's apostle to whom He 

revealed that truth, which can't be changed.  If God did not 

reveal the truth to him, then all of us were taken for a good 

ride. 

 

Appearances of Christ Forty Days 

 

 (5) Next was the correlation of events in Luke 24 and John 

20.  That's a long study in itself (explained in our detailed 

paper, "The Plain Truth About Pentecost"). 

 The meeting that transpired between the resurrected Christ 

and the disciples in John 20:19 was after sundown.  I know it 

says "first day of the week."  But John uses Roman time, as every 

commentator knows. 

 

Fruits of Those Given to Change 

 

 (6) The sixth point is the fruits of those contending for 

change.  God says by their fruits you shall know them, Matthew 

7:15-20.  So I started writing the fruits down.  They didn't add 

up too well. 

 Now you couldn't know what I do, the "garbage."  So all I 

could do was go and pray that somehow that knowledge would come 

to you on the basis of doctrine, and not the sins of others.  

Good fruits weren't there.  That was a proof the change was 

wrong. 

 



Miraculous Signs 

 

 (7) The seventh reason why I believe in a Monday Pentecost 

concerns a significant event.  My parents were with Mr. Armstrong 

since 1936, and I was a boy at the time and grew up in the 

Jefferson, Oregon area where he was originally the pastor.  I was 

aware of the story of a particular individual years ago in the 

Eugene area.  Before she had ever heard of Mr. Armstrong, she had 

an unusual messenger, "James' Messenger" to be specific, who 

showed up on her doorstep and a man who was never seen before nor 

afterwards.  He told her the entire story about the Holy Days and 

emphasized two or three times that Pentecost is always on a 

Monday. 

 And so she recognized the truth of God the first time she 

heard it.  Unique to say the least!  I can't discount it.  

Although it is not the major proof, I won't throw it out either.  

She soon heard of Mr. Armstrong and that here was a group keeping 

all the Holy Days, with Pentecost on a Monday.  Before her 

contact with the Messenger, she didn't even know what Pentecost 

was.  Signs follow the teaching of the truth of God, Mark 16. 

 

Don't Follow Wrong 

Jewish Traditions 

 

 (8) Sunday is a Sadducean custom.  And I don't follow the 

tradition of any Jewish sect, Matthew 15:1-9, 16:12. 

Pentecost is Foundational 

 

 (9) Is a foundation constructed at or near the conclusion 

of construction?  What are foundational principles?  Mr. 

Armstrong has written several times in the past,  that the law is 

foundational, including the Holy Days.  I've never seen a 

building with the foundation laid at  the  conclusion  of 

construction.  Have you? If the foundation was not laid until 

1974, then everything before was not built on the one and only 

true foundation, I Corinthians 3:9-17. 

 

Prophesied Departure From the Truth 

 

 (10) God said in place after place in the Bible that in the 

last days there was going to be a departure from the truth.  Not 

growth into truth through progressive revelation.  First the 

truth was  revealed,  then  it  was  departed  from.  See II 

Thessalonians 2:1-10, II Timothy 3:1-17, II Peter 2:1-22 and the 

entirety of the Book of Jude. 

 

Statements of An Apostle 

 

 (11) Next, I believe in Monday Pentecost because of the 

numerous statements of Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong re: Pentecost, 

Divorce and Remarriage, etc., when eyeball-to-eyeball he looked 

at me and thundered, "Raymond, God revealed those truths to me 



and they will never be changed!"  You can imagine my shock when 

they were.  I worked there and was many times in his presence.  

He said, "Why if we were to change, we would be spued out of 

God's mouth." 

 

Good Fruits of Monday Observance 

 

 (12) The fruits of long observance of a Monday Pentecost 

were growth, excitement, inspiration, love, marvelous fruits that 

were good.  Have we forgotten the old adage which says "Don't 

change a winning game?"  After the change came numerous 

divisions. 

 

Not Growth, But Change 

 

 (13) Sunday does not denote growth, it denotes change. 

Basis of Change Was Not Bible 

 

 (14) The basis of the change was not Biblical, but history, 

words, technicalities, and scholars.  Is that the premise for 

your belief?  It's not mine. That was the basis for the change, 

not faith and revelation.  See Ephesians 3:1-5; I Corinthians 

2:9-10, 14; Matthew 11:25; and II Timothy 2:13-26.  

 

Historical Tendency Is to Degenerate 

 

 (15) Historically the tendency is to depart from truth, not 

grow closer to it.  See Jeremiah 7:22-24, Isaiah 1:4.  Ancient 

Israel, the type of the Church today, went backward and not 

forward.  It is directly prophesied that the majority of God's 

people will utterly corrupt themselves "in the latter days," 

Deuteronomy 31:29 and the entirely of chapters 31 and 32. 

 

Personal Conviction and Proof 

 

 (16) Personal conviction and proof, as well as that of Mr. 

Herbert Armstrong, convinced me of a Monday Pentecost.  We had 

proven the subject after much study and prayer.  The subject had 

been tested many times before, against those who maintained in a 

Sunday Pentecost.  Were we lying to ourselves?  If the work were 

of God, pray tell why didn't He make it known forty years 

earlier?  Is Jesus Christ derelict?  I don't believe so.  I think 

human beings have become derelict to the truth that God gave to 

us. 

 

God's Promises 

 

 (17) In the quest for the truth, I had asked for the truth.  

Matthew 7:7-12 is a promise that God will answer the PRAYERS of 

those truly seeking Him.  If you ask Jesus Christ for the truth, 

will He give you the wrong day, will he give you a serpent?  No!  



See verse 10.  You can count on God to give you what is good for 

you, the truth. 

 Now do we say that God has given us a test of obedience to 

Church authority without Biblical proof in these last days?  

That's what I am told.  I don't buy that.  I believe Christ heard 

the petition of His servants and gave us the truth. 

 

Truth Does Not Change 

 

 (18) Truth in us is Christ in us.  Christ changes not.  He 

said, I am the Word, the truth and the life.  The hope of glory 

is Christ in you, Colossians 1:27.  Christ is the Word of God 

personified.  You are His if He dwells in you.  Now we are told 

we didn't have Christ in us, because we were wrong on everything. 

Truth changes not, neither does Christ in us. 

 I brought these things up and said that before we get into 

the technicalities of the  subject, I want every one of these 

answered to my satisfaction.  You know what I was told?  Get away 

from those and let's just look at the subject.  I said I'm sorry 

I'm not going to.  I want an answer how this could possibly 

happen before I will review any law or statute which God has 

given to us. 

 God changes not, Hebrews 13:8-9, Malachi 3:6, James 1:17. 

 

Sunday Pentecost Was 

a Planned Change 

 

 (19) I was well aware of the fact that Pentecost was only 

an initial subject.  That already there was a calculation of many 

changes to come.  It wasn't the fact that study produced "new 

light" that we had been wrong.  It was one of the many calculated 

moves.  We have subsequently learned through public statements 

that these changes were planned several years before they 

transpired. Is that the quest of truth?  

 

Can An Apostle Depart From Truth?  

 

 (20) One of the big problems was: how could we possibly 

equate the fact that Mr. Armstrong is an apostle when there has 

been a departure from the truth?  Can an apostle be mislead?  

Yes! 

 A comparison of Acts 10:9-48 and Galatians 2:1-14 will tell 

you that an apostle can even depart from the revelation God gave 

him.  Paul said that he could pervert the Gospel of Christ, 

Galatians 1:6-10, that he could be a castaway and utterly reject 

God, I Corinthians 9:27.  Do we believe God's Word?  They have to 

stay right with the truth.  Apostles can go wrong, can go astray.  

Any one of us can go astray.  Since I accepted a man as an 

apostle of God, does that mean it is impossible for him to ever 

go astray?  Then why am I in I John 4:1 commanded to continually 

try the spirits whether they be of God?  Why then in the last 

days are only the very elect going to avoid deception?  Christ 



said, Take heed that ye be not deceived, Matthew 24:4.  If it 

were an impossibility for a man to be deceived, to go astray 

because he was in a unique office, there would be no need for any 

of these injunctions. 

 God tells you to check out every one.  That includes me.  I 

would be horribly disappointed if you don't check me out.  Follow 

Jesus Christ.  Check out every man.  No man is immune from going 

astray. 

 

Church Messages 

 

 (21) Compare the instructions to the two churches of 

Philadelphia and Laodicea in Revelation 3 re: the Pentecost 

change. 

 

A Problem in the Ministry 

 

 (22) When I evaluated what was transpiring, I saw that 

there was no problem with the doctrine we had held over the 

years.  The problem was with certain individuals in the ministry.  

The problem was not with God in originally revealing the truth.  

The problem was with men not living up to that truth. 

 

Biblical Prophecies For the Church 

 

 (23) I read the prophecies of Malachi, chapters 1, 2, 3 and 

4 and Isaiah 28, 29 and 30.  They sounded awesomely similar with 

the things that were transpiring. 

 

Hold Fast the True Doctrines 

 

 (24) Finally, a comparative study of I Timothy 1 and 

Hebrews chapters 10, 12, and 13 showed me the circumstances of 

our time. 

 

 

SUMMARY 

 

 Fifty days must be completely counted.  A day is counted 

when it is over, Genesis 1:5.  Counting Pentecost is simple.  It 

doesn't take great scholarship. 

 In Isaiah 48:16-18 God tells us that He spoke to His people 

from the beginning. He taught us from the beginning.  Many of 

those that heard the inspired words of the Apostle Paul did not 

believe he was led by God.  Now we accept his writings as 

Scripture.  Hindsight is twenty-twenty.  Will we receive that 

word of God we have heard of God's Apostle in these latter days 

not as the word of a man, but as it is in truth, the Word of God, 

I Thessalonians 2:13? Every prophet God ever sent was rejected.  

Will we believe God's Word and commandments, or will we be cut 

off, Isaiah 48:18-19? 



 The Apostle John confronted the same kind of problem extant 

today.  He had to write and exhort true Christians to not go back 

and review everything they had been taught, in aura of doubt.  

Why is it that we were in doubt and troubled?  We practiced it 

for thirty-five years.  We were confident. In I John 2:27, John 

wrote that "the anointing which ye have received [the Holy 

Spirit] of Him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach 

you . . . ."  No need to be taught the truth again.  You had it 

initially. God called you.  God revealed the truth to you.  Why 

question what God gave you initially?  The Spirit of God did not 

lead us in error, John 16:13. 

 Hebrews 3:14 is an awesomely significant admonition. "For 

we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our 

confidence stedfast unto the end."  He that endures unto the end 

shall be saved, Matthew 24:13. 

 This is why I believe in a Monday Pentecost. 

 

-- written by Raymond C. Cole, edited by Richard C. Nickelsê 

 

 

A New Look at Pentecost 

in Light of the Calendar Adjustment 

in the Second Century 

 

 

 [This article is an adaptation of a Bible Study by Herman 

L. Hoeh at Ambassador College Pasadena, California, April 20, 

1973.  At the urging of Richard C. Nickels, Herman Hoeh put his 

study in this written form.] 

 A number of people have, over the years, questioned how 

Pentecost is  counted.  The mistakes stem from a misunderstanding 

of the events concerning the wave sheaf and a lack of knowledge 

of the Hebrew calendar. 

 

The Jews Knew! 

 

 Even though traditional Rabbinic Judaism regards the 

Sabbath of Leviticus 23:15 as the high day of the Days of 

Unleavened Bread, when the Jews translated the passage, they were 

forced to render it correctly: "And ye shall count unto you from 

the morrow after the day of rest, from the day that ye brought 

the sheaf of the waving; seven weeks shall there be complete."  

Verse 16: "even unto the morrow after the seventh week shall ye 

number fifty days . . . ."  So the Jews were well aware of how it 

ought to be translated. 

 While the Rabbis observed Pentecost differently, they knew 

what the original truth was.  They knew that Pentecost was a 

spring festival1 (see Note 1 at end of article), not a summer 

festival, and that the calendar had to be regulated by a 

Pentecost on Monday, not Sunday or Sivan 6.  We shall shortly see 

why Pentecost's being a spring festival is so important. 

 



Calendar Rules 

 

 A well-known calendar rule (see The Jewish Encyclopedia) 

limits how early Passover may fall.  Passover, Nisan 14, must be 

no earlier than two days before the spring equinox.  That is, 

spring must have arrived on or before Nisan 16.  This was to 

provide that when Passover fell on Friday and the wave sheaf was 

cut the following Sunday, Nisan 16, that Sunday would occur in 

spring. Otherwise the harvest would have begun in winter. 

 There is no rule determining how late in spring Passover 

can be.2  However, there is a rule which indirectly limits the 

lateness of Passover.  The rule is that Pentecost must be 

observed in the spring, not the summer.  The Passover of A.D. 31 

was remarkably late (the spring equinox at that time took place 

on March 23). 

 The year of the crucifixion, A.D. 31,3 was intercalary4 and 

Passover of that year occurred, according to the sacred calendar, 

on Wednesday, April 25, not a Monday, March 26, the fourteenth 

day of the previous month.  Now jump to our day.  The year 1931 

is one hundred 19-year cycles from A.D. 31, so it, too, one might 

expect, would be intercalary.  Yet the year 19315 was not 

intercalary by the calendar the Jews use today.  Why not?  The 

answer is that the sacred calendar was adjusted. 

 Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong long ago brought to the attention 

of the Sardis Era of the Church, headquartered at Stanberry, 

Missouri, in an article in The Bible Advocate, that the Jews have 

correctly preserved the calendar.  (See Romans 3:2.)  Then what 

rule governed the calendar adjustment so that the tenth year of 

the 19-year cycle in Jesus' day was intercalary but is not 

intercalary today? 

 God ordained that the sacred festivals should be kept not 

only on specific days in the year, but in the proper seasons.  

Notice Leviticus 23:4 in the Jewish Publication Society 

translation: 

 "These are the appointed seasons of the Lord,  even holy 

convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their appointed season." 

 The basic reason for a calendar adjustment is that God's 

law requires that the annual holy days occur in the correct 

seasons.  This means that the lunar months (Nisan, Tishri, etc.) 

must coincide with the right seasons.  Genesis 1:14 shows that 

God provided man with both the sun and moon "for signs, and for 

seasons, and for days and years."  Thus, the Hebrew calendar is 

lunar-solar. 

 The duration for an average solar year in the sacred or 

Hebrew calendar does not quite correspond with the true 

astronomical value.6  Though this difference is small, it amounts 

to a one day's variation in 216 years.  After a thousand years, a 

given Hebrew month will be approximately 4.6 days behind actual 

sun time,  which governs the seasons.  Without a calendar 

adjustment, God's holy days would eventually get out of 

synchronization with the seasons. 



 The six-minute difference in the Hebrew calendar's solar 

year and the true astronomical value causes Passover to occur one 

day later every 216 years.  Sooner or later Pentecost would be in 

the beginning of the summer.  But that's not permitted!  From the 

days of Moses through the first century A.D., there was no 

calendar adjustment required.  Pentecost was always celebrated in 

the spring. 

 

The Year of the Adjustment 

 

 In the Patriarchate of Simon III, between A.D. 140 and 163, 

a great controversy arose pertaining to the intercalary years and 

the Holy Days.  As we count it, Pentecost would have fallen, for 

the first time in summer, June 23, 161 A.D.7 

 In A.D. 161 June 23 was the beginning of summer, the 

solstice occurring about 3 P.M., [see P.V. Neugebauer, 

Hilfstafeln zur Berechnung von Himmels-Erscheinungen (Tables for 

the Calculation of Heavenly Phenomena) Leipzig, 1925].  So the 

intercalary month that would have been added that year needed 

postponement in order that Pentecost would not fall in summer. 

 In A.D. 161, if the calendar used at Jesus' time had not 

been adjusted by Simon III, a Monday Pentecost would have been 

observed on the beginning of summer.  The Jewish Patriarch Simon 

III imposed a needed postponement of the intercalated year from 

the seventh year (A.D. 161) to the eighth year.8 

 What is significant is that in A.D. 161, Pentecost would 

have been in the summer only if it were observed as we do today -

- on a MONDAY!  If Pentecost were observed on a Sunday, June 22, 

it would not have been in summer and the postponement of 

intercalary years would not have occurred until the time of 

Constantine.  One would then face an unanswerable enigma:  why in 

the late A.D. 160's was Passover suddenly observed earlier in the 

spring than ever before? 

 Simon III determined this calendar postponement not 

according to the Pharisees' Sivan 6 Pentecost, but by a true 

Monday Pentecost.  This was a controversial decision. Simon III 

knew how Pentecost was originally counted. 

 

Counting Incorrectly 

 

 The Jewish Talmud, a very remarkable Bible commentary, 

shows that the Sadducees observed Pentecost on a Sunday9 counting 

inclusively, from the morrow after the weekly Sabbath.  They 

counted the 50 days wrongly, but from the right day. 

 The Pharisees did not want the priestly Sadducees to 

determine which day to offer the wave sheaf.  So the priests who 

were Pharisees changed the custom and offered it on Nisan 16, the 

day after the first high day, and counted 50 days from the date. 

 Jewish tradition preserved by Rabbi Jose declares that in 

the year of the Exodus, Nisan 15 occurred on a Thursday, and 

Nisan 16 on a Friday.  Thus the Pharisees initially came to the 

conclusion that the Pentecost on which the law was given was on 



Sivan 7, and on the seventh day of the week.  Unlike the 

Sadducees they counted 50 days correctly (not inclusively) but 

from the wrong date. 

 Later the Pharisees became divided on how to count 

Pentecost.  The argument is in the Talmud.  Some Pharisees began 

to conclude falsely that the Passover of the Exodus was on a 

Thursday (which it can never be) and the Exodus on a Friday 

(which Nisan 15 cannot be).  They continued to conclude that the 

wave sheaf was offered on a Saturday.  The counting was for these 

Pharisees inclusive and Pentecost was in the year of the Exodus 

assumed to be Sivan 6, a Saturday. The period of this mixup was 

between the time of Alexander the Great and Antiochus Epiphanes. 

 How could both Sadducees and Pharisees justify counting 

inclusively?  Originally the wave sheaf was offered Sunday 

morning, but the Sadducees later adopted the custom of offering 

it Saturday night.  The Talmud shows that the wave sheaf also 

came to be offered by the Pharisees, not in the morning, but at 

the end of the first holy day at the going down of the sun.  The 

Pharisees did the Sadducees one better in their heresy by 

offering it at the end of the wrong day, the first Holy Day.  By 

this means they, too, could justify counting the first day when 

the wave sheaf was offered as day one out of fifty. 

 In Deuteronomy 16 we read that the Israelites were to reap 

their fields from the time the sickle was put to the barley.  If 

the sheaf was reaped on Saturday night, the people could not 

start reaping their fields -- it was still night.  So if one had 

only the Old Testament to go by, he would have to conclude that 

the wave sheaf would have to be offered on Sunday morning10 and 

one could not count inclusively as the Jews now do. 

 

In Conclusion 

 

 The calendar we are using today is the same calendar Jesus 

used -- except the rule governing Pentecost has necessitated a 

postponement, by one year, of the intercalary months.  The fact 

that this change would not have occurred at the time it did, if 

Pentecost were on a Sunday is proof that Pentecost occurs on a 

Monday!  The calendar thus becomes just one more witness to a 

Monday Pentecost.11 

 

FOOTNOTES 

By Herman L. Hoeh 

 

 Note 1 In a note to the Sanhedrin Tractate (section 12b) 

of The Babylonian Talmud, the translator, Rabbi Epstein states, 

"Though according to Biblical tradition our months are to be 

lunar (cf. Ex. XII, 2), yet our Festivals are to be observed at 

certain agricultural seasons;  Passover and Pentecost in the 

spring; Tabernacles, or Feast of Ingathering, in the autumn." 

 Note 2 For several years in Theological Research, it had 

been assumed that Passover could occur over a 38-day span around 

the equinox, one day before, on, or 36 days after.  This was a 



historic deduction and is now superseded by the new information 

contained in this paper. 

 Note 3 Spring of A.D. 31 was the 10th year of the 19-

year cycle, which began in the fall of A.D. 30 and had 385 days. 

 Note 4 Intercalary means that the year had 13 months, 

instead of twelve. The extra month was added prior to Nisan and 

was called V'Adar. 

 Note 5 The tenth year of the 19-year cycle started in 

the fall of A.D. 1930 and had 354 days. 

 Note 6 The average length of each year in a 19-year 

cycle is 365 days, plus 5 hours, 55 minutes, and 25.438 seconds.  

But the actual astronomical magnitude for the tropical sun year 

is 365 days, 5 hours,  48 minutes,  and 46.069 seconds.  (A. 

Speier, The Comprehensive Hebrew Calendar, 1952, page 226). The 

duration of an average tropical solar year in the Hebrew calendar 

is 6 minutes and 39.371 seconds longer than the true astronomical 

magnitude. 

 Note 7 The pattern of common years and leap years in any 

19-year cycle results in the Hebrew solar-lunar calendar being 

slightly ahead or behind sun time. This is normal variation. In 

the pattern of intercalary years used in Jesus' day, years 2, 5, 

7, 10, 13, 16, and 18 of a 19-year cycle were intercalary.  In a 

19-year cycle with that pattern, Passover would be earliest (with 

respect to the spring equinox) in the fifteenth year of the cycle 

and the latest in the seventh.  The accumulated variation in the 

Hebrew calendar (one day in 216 years) would be most serious in 

the seventh year of the 19-year cycle, when Pentecost would tend  

to be pushed closest towards  summer.  During the jurisdiction of 

Simon III, the spring of the seventh year of the 19-year cycle 

occurred in A.D. 142 and again in A.D. 161.  With no change in 

the pattern of leap years, Pentecost was on Monday, June 19 in 

142. But in 161, with Pentecost on a Monday, it would have been 

on June 23. 

 Note 8 The cycle during transition was 2, 5, 8, 11, 14, 

17, 19 and then the cycle thereafter continued as we have today: 

3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 17, 19 (except when certain festivals fell too 

early).  Beginning in A.D. 167 we have the first evidence of 

controversy over the earliness of the Passover in the Christian 

community, in the writing of Melito of Sardis, titled On the 

Passover.  The Jews were accused by some of observing Passover 

too early.  Before A.D. 70, however, Passover was never observed 

at the beginning of spring, but always after the beginning of 

spring; hence, the adjustment in this time period. 

 Note 9 See the Hagigah Tractate (section 17a) of The 

Babylonian Talmud. In a note to that section, the translator, 

Rabbi Abrahams states, " . . . the Sadducees . . . understood the 

word Sabbath' in Lev. XXIII, 11, 15 literally, and hence 

maintained that Pentecost must always fall on a Sunday . . . .  

But the Pharisees explained the word Sabbath' to mean day of 

rest', i.e. holy day' (cf. Lev. XXIII, 32, 39 . . . ) and 

referred to the first festival day of Passover." 



 Note 10 Sometime after sunrise Sunday morning, Jesus 

ascended to Heaven, Matthew 28 [John 20:17, 19].  The wave sheaf 

offering does not picture the time of the resurrection, but the 

presence of Christ at the throne of God in heaven, on the first 

day of the week.  The antitypical meaning of the wave sheaf 

cutting is the resurrected Christ cut off from (leaving the 

earth) Sunday morning prior to appearing before the Father. 

 Note 11 Since the festivals are again occurring later 

each succeeding century, another postponement of intercalary 

months will occur in approximately five centuries.  Or Pentecost 

once again would occur at the beginning of summer.  This future 

adjustment of the Hebrew calendar is discussed in The Jewish 

Encyclopedia and in Speier's Comprehensive Hebrew Calendar. 

 

Comments by Richard C. Nickels 

 

 Acts 2:1 states that Pentecost was "fully come" when "they 

[the disciples] were all with one accord in one place."  Why use 

the phrase "fully come?" Unless the Pentecost the disciples kept 

was a day or two later than the one some Jews kept? 

 Some of the "Jews, devout men" were at Jerusalem that time, 

may have kept Sivan 6, or Sivan 8.  If so, they would still be at 

Jerusalem because Sivan 7 was a Sabbath -- not time for travel -- 

and Jews tended to stay on a few days anyway.  All the 

firstfruits could not be offered on Pentecost itself. 

 Even if the Pharisees had been keeping Pentecost on the 

right day and at the same place they would not have been "all 

with one accord."  They sharply disagreed with the disciples.  

The Pharisees may have kept Pentecost that year on Friday, Sivan 

6, and the Sadducees on Sunday, Sivan 8.  Both they and the 

multitude came running, not recognizing the Holy Spirit. They had 

kept Pentecost on the wrong days and in the wrong attitude.  

Thus, they missed the giving of the Holy Spirit. 

 Those who listened to Peter finally recognized the disaster 

of following the Pharisees and Sadducees and that they were 

responsible for the death of their long awaited Messiah.  Hence 

their question, "What shall we do?" 

 Based on the historical and Biblical record, it is clear 

what we should do: keep Pentecost on Monday!ê 

 

 

Let Us "Tarry" For Pentecost 

 

Wait and Watch 

 

 After the last Passover supper, in which our Savior 

instituted the new symbols of bread and wine, He and the eleven 

disciples sang a psalm (the Hallel) and went out to the Mount of 

Olives, Matthew 26:30.  They came to the garden of Gethsemane, 

where the Savior often prayed, John 18:1-2.  It was a custom to 

stay up all the night of the Passover, or at least until 

midnight.  Faithful Jews would read scripture, pray, and help 



each other to stay awake.  So the Messiah, soon to be offered as 

a sacrifice for our sins, asked Peter, John and James to stay 

awake with Him, as He readied His mind for the awesome ordeal He 

knew was on its way.  Matthew 26:38, "Then saith He unto them, My 

soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and 

watch with me'." 

 Being weak human beings, the disciples could not fulfill 

this desire of their Master.  Finding them all asleep, He 

exclaimed, "What, could ye not watch with me one hour?  Watch and 

pray, that you enter not into temptation:  the spirit indeed is 

willing [ready], but the flesh is weak," verses 40-41.  Without 

the Almighty's Holy Spirit united with their spirit, they could 

not overcome weak flesh.  Three times they could not rise to His 

commands, Mark 14:34-42.  When He was taken captive, "they all 

forsook Him, and fled," verse 50. 

 

Not Ready to Receive Holy Spirit 

 

 Peter denied His Lord three times.  He and the other 

disciples were not ready to receive the Holy Spirit to enable 

them to conquer the weak human nature within them.  Though with 

the Savior for three and one half years, Peter was not yet 

converted, Luke 22:31-32.  He protested this, saying that he was 

ready to go with the Savior to prison or even die with Him.  

Knowing better, the Master told Peter that he would deny Him 

thrice, verses 33-34.  The spirit of Peter was ready, but the 

flesh was weak.  It was not the Almighty's time for the Holy 

Spirit to come.  It was the time for the Passover sacrifice, not 

for Pentecost. 

 So, that night, our Savior was taken.  He was executed the 

following day.  Joseph of Arimathaea laid His body in a garden 

tomb, John 19:28-42.  There was a three day wait.  The disciples 

huddled together in secret.  The chief priests and Pharisees were 

not about to wait for Yahshua to be a martyr.  They remembered 

that He had said He would rise after three days, so they obtained 

Pilate's permission to seal the tomb and post a watch, lest the 

body be stolen away by the disciples, Matthew 27:62-66. 

 

Why Messiah Hid After Resurrection 

 

 The orderly procession of events continued.  Very early on 

the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene came to the sepulchre, 

John 20:1 and following.  The huge stone was rolled away!  He was 

gone!  She ran and told Peter and John, who came running and went 

into the empty tomb.  After they left, Mary wept outside the 

sepulchre, not knowing were the body had been taken.  The Master 

appeared to her and she exclaimed "Rabboni" (Master)! 

 The resurrected Savior of mankind said: "Touch me not; for 

I am not yet ascended to my Father:  but go to my brethren, and 

say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father and to my 

God, and your God," John 20:17. It was not time for the giving of 

the Holy Spirit, the conversion of Peter, the coming of power to 



overcome weak flesh.  It was time for the acceptance of the 

wavesheaf, Leviticus 23:9-14.  The harvest of the Almighty could 

not start without this special time in which the firstfruits from 

the dead were accepted by the Father, I Corinthians 15:12-23. 

 At the end of this day devoted to the wavesheaf, the 

firstfruits, the first day of the week (Sunday evening), the 

accepted, sanctified firstfruits from the dead, the glorified 

Savior, appeared to the disciples as a group, John 20:19-23.  He 

had avoided physical contact with them for approximately 24 hours 

after His resurrection.  Even in the Emmaus incident, Luke 24:13-

35, His contact with them had been limited. 

 From human eyes this delay of showing Himself openly may 

have been hard to understand, just like the request to tarry with 

Him in the garden that fateful Passover night.  They were ready 

to see Him.  Or were they? 

 

Could They Wait Fifty Days? 

 

 When the two disciples who saw the Messiah on the way to 

Emmaus rushed back and told the eleven what had happened, Y'shua 

Himself stood in the midst of them.  They were terrified, 

supposing they had seen a ghost, Luke 24:33-37.  Then He calmed 

them down, and patiently let them touch Him, to see that it was 

really Him.  Now it was time for the evidence to be revealed, 

verses 38-40. 

 It was also time for their understanding to be opened, just 

as the tomb had been opened the day before.  Even the wavesheaf 

day, when Peter and John saw the empty tomb, they did not 

understand the scripture, that He must rise from the dead, John 

20:9.  Now He opened their minds, Luke 24:44-48.  It was almost 

time now that repentance and remission of sins be preached in His 

name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem, verse 47. 

 First, they had to wait: "And behold, I send the promise of 

my Father upon you:  but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until 

ye be endued with power [Holy Spirit] from on high," Luke 24:49.  

They failed to tarry with Him at Gethsemane.  Would they now be 

able to tarry 50 days for the Spirit of power?  What does it mean 

to "tarry"? 

 

What "Tarry" Means 

 

 Some have the mistaken notion that "tarry" in Luke 24:49 

means merely "wait."  It is much more than that.  The Greek word 

is kathizo, and everywhere else is translated "sit" or "sit 

down." 

 An example is Matthew 5:1, where the Savior was set on the 

mount when He gave His famous sermon to the disciples;  In Luke 

5:3 He sat down, and taught the people out of the ship.  In John 

8:2 He sat down in the temple and taught all the people that came 

to Him, and Acts 8:31 shows the Ethiopian eunuch who desired 

Philip to sit with him in his chariot and teach him. 



 Another aspect of this word for "tarry" is that of sitting 

in judgment:  Matthew 19:28, where the Savior said He shall sit 

in the throne of His glory, the disciples shall sit upon twelve 

thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  Revelation 3:21, 

"To him that overcomes will I grant to sit with me in my throne, 

even as I also overcome, and am set down with my Father in His 

throne."  Revelation 20:4, "And I saw thrones, and they sat upon 

them and judgment was given unto them . . . and they lived and 

reigned with Christ a thousand years." 

 Besides sitting in judgment, the above verses also show 

that "sit down," or "tarry" means to have an intimate, close 

relationship with others, especially the Father.  It is often 

expressed of the Son that He is set down on the right hand of the 

Father, Hebrews 1:3, 10:12, 12:2, Ephesians 1:20.  Very often, 

kathizo, "sat down" is associated with a throne, as in Acts 2:30.  

Further, Luke 14:28, 31, where we are admonished to sit down and 

count the cost.  Acts 13:14 shows that Paul sat down in the 

synagogue on the Sabbath and worshipped.  The Savior told the 

disciples to sit--kathizo--while He went a short distance to 

pray, Matthew 26:36, Mark 14:32.  Again, in Luke 24:49 they were 

told to tarry (sit) in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit would be 

given. 

 What does it mean "to tarry"?  As we have seen from the 

above passages, it means (l) to sit down and be taught, and 

teach, (2) to sit in judgment, (3) to have an intimate 

relationship with the Father, (4) to sit on a throne, (5) to sit 

down and count the cost, (6) to sit down and worship, (7) to sit 

down and pray with others.  This is what the disciples were to be 

doing until it was time to receive the Spirit. 

 This time, unlike Gethsemane, they were patient.  They did 

not go to sleep.  The Messiah was seen by hundreds of disciples, 

I Corinthians 15:1-9.  There were many infallible proofs during 

the forty days of the resurrected Savior's teaching, Acts 1:1-3.  

During a meal, after they had been with him for 40 days, He 

commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but 

wait for the promise of the Father, the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit, Acts 1:4-5.  This power would enable them to be witnesses 

of the Messiah in all the world, verses 6-8. The promise had 

actually been made the night of the Passover, before they left to 

go to Gethsemane, John 14:16-17, 16:7-16. 

 

Ten More Days to Wait! 

 

 After forty days, the Savior was not to be seen again by 

them.  He was taken up to Heaven into a cloud and out of their 

sight.  He gave them a blessing, and departed from them, and was 

carried up into heaven, Luke 24:51.  Two angels announced that He 

would return on this very spot, the Mount of Olives, Acts 1:9-12, 

Zechariah 14:4-9. 

 Ten more days to tarry!  What an eternity it must have 

been!  So they returned, gathered together, continuing with one 

accord in prayer and supplication,  Acts 1:12-14.  They were 



joyful, worshipping Him, and were continually in the temple 

praising and blessing the Almighty, Luke 24:50-53.  The eleven 

had to sit in judgment, because a replacement for Judas had to be 

found.  So, the lot of judgment fell upon Matthias, who was now 

to be numbered with the others who would sit upon the twelve 

thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel, Acts 1:15-26. 

 They had to sit down, count the cost, sit down and pray, 

worship, have an intimate relationship with the Father and with 

one another in prayer, teaching and supplication.  They were not 

yet ready to go out and be witnesses of Him to all the world, 

with great power and miracles. 

 It was time to sit down.  It was time to tarry--kathizo. 

 

With One Accord in One Place 

 

 So they tarried together, worshipping with one accord, in 

one place.  The place they were in was the temple, Luke 24:50-53, 

Acts 1:14, 2:1, 2:46.  The temple had vast corridors or "porches" 

which served as regular meeting places for the various Jewish 

sects and groups.  It was said that 210,000 people could gather 

there.  "Solomon's Porch," mentioned in Acts 3:8, 11, 5:12, John 

10:23, had benches so that large crowds could be addressed.  Both 

during the Savior's ministry, during the ten-day wait from the 

ascension to Pentecost, and afterwards, this porch was a regular 

meeting place for followers of the Messiah.  The "upper room," 

Acts 1:13, was where some of the disciples lived; but the temple 

was where they worshipped.  

 How many disciples were in the Temple on that day of 

Pentecost?  Only 120?  It doesn't say.  There were 120 present at 

the time Matthias was chosen, Acts 1:15.  One hundred and twenty 

was the number of men that the Jews required to form a council in 

a city, enough to make this major judgmental decision. 

 As we have seen, more than 500 brethren saw the resurrected 

Messiah, I Corinthians 15:5-6.  Certainly these did not all 

backslide from the time of the resurrection until Matthias was 

chosen.  At Pentecost, they were all with one accord in one 

place, Acts 2:1, the temple, verse 46. 

 They had tarried, counted the days, sat down in an intimate 

relationship, etc.  Now it was time for the Spirit to come.  It 

came about 9:00 A.M. (third hour of the day).  With the sound of 

stormy, mighty, wind, there appeared unto them cloven tongues 

like fire, and it sat (kathizo, tarried) upon each of them.  All 

the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit, and spoke with 

other languages, Acts 2:1-4.  Hundreds nearby, in other porches 

of the Temple compound, heard the noise and came, each hearing 

his own language spoken. 

 

Peter's Powerful Sermon 

 

 Peter, standing up with the eleven other apostles 

(witnesses of the resurrection), gave a positive clear direction 

to the seemingly chaotic situation.  The powerful voice of the 



big fisherman came booming out, Acts 2:14.  These spirit filled 

men are not drunk, he said, but the Spirit of the Almighty has 

been poured out upon all flesh as the prophet Joel foretold.  The 

Spirit will be poured upon the Eternal's  servants  and 

handmaidens.  And, there shall be heavenly signs, the sun turned 

into darkness, the moon into blood, before the great and terrible 

day of Yahweh comes.  Whoever calls upon His name shall be saved. 

Joel 2:28-32. 

 Why did Peter cite this end-time prophecy, which points to 

events just prior to the terrible "Day of the Lord"?  Was it just 

rhetoric to gain the attention of the crowds?  Peter was not 

saying that the heavenly signs were happening, but that it was 

time for the pouring out of the Spirit.  It was as Isaiah 44:3, 

"I will pour my spirit upon thy seed," and it was starting now 

with this mighty sign, to the amazement of these devout men out 

of every nation under heaven. 

 The name of Jesus (Yahshua, or "Yah is salvation") was now 

proclaimed by Peter.  The Almighty wrought many miracles and 

signs and wonders through Jesus in the sight of all. "You wicked 

men," Peter thundered, "have taken Him and crucified Him."  But 

now He is risen from death, as David foretold in Psalms 16:8-11.  

As the Almighty swore in an oath to raise up the Messiah out of 

the loins of David, so He has done, and we are witnesses to the 

fact.  Being exalted to the right hand of the Father, and having 

received the promise of the Holy Spirit.  He has now given us the 

Spirit, the evidence of which you now see and hear.  Yahshua, 

whom you have crucified, is both our Lord (Yahweh) and Messiah. 

 Pricked to the very core of their hearts, these devout men 

were ready.  The time was ripe.  They cried out, "What shall we 

do?" Peter gave the Eternal's answer, "Repent, and be baptized 

every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 

sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit," Acts 

2:38. 

 Mankind had tarried long enough.  The Son of the Almighty, 

and the Father were now ready to pour forth the promise of the 

Spirit.  This promise wasn't just to those Parthians, Medes, etc. 

standing there near Solomon's Porch.  It was to their children, 

to all afar off, even as many as the Lord shall call, Acts 2:39 

compared to Deuteronomy 29:14-15, Joel 2:32. 

 What is recorded in Acts 2 was only part of the many words 

of testifying and exhorting that Peter proclaimed, Acts 2:40.  

The message was:  "Save yourselves from this untoward generation, 

this perverse, crooked people and their impending fate," 

Deuteronomy 32:5, Philippians 2:15.  Less than 40 years hence, 

the very Temple they were standing in would be destroyed, torn to 

the ground,  and many thousands would be dead of famine, 

pestilence and the sword. It was time for action!  

 About 3,000 responded, gladly receiving the word, being 

baptized the same day. The New Testament church had begun.  The 

great joy the disciples had when they returned from the Mount of 

Olives was now shown forth to others also. From the grief of 

guilt came the release of sin in baptism and the Spirit of love 



and joy being poured out on so many.  They continued in the 

Temple with one accord, and at their houses did eat together with 

gladness and singleness of heart, praising the Almighty, and 

having favor with all the people. 

 

Tarry Lesson For Us 

 

 The lesson of Pentecost is: tarry. This critically 

important day is worth patiently waiting for.  Although the 

majority are too hurried on their way to destruction to tarry for 

Pentecost, there are a few who wait patiently.  Today they are 

sitting down and being taught, they have an intimate relationship 

with the Father, they sit down to worship and pray with others.  

In the world to come, they will sit on thrones of judgment, 

because in this day they had the patience to listen to Peter's 

sermon of Acts 2:38-40.  

 Let us tarry (wait patiently) for the divine promise of 

Pentecost.ê 

 

 

Pentecost is NOT on Sivan 6 

 

 

 Many are aware that the majority of today's Jews, in line 

with the tradition of the Pharisees, observe Pentecost on the 

sixth (and also the seventh, according to Orthodox Jews) of the 

third month of the Hebrew Calendar, called Sivan.  The sixth of 

Sivan can fall on the first, second, fourth, or sixth days of the 

week. 

 

 

TABLE 1:  Passover, Sivan 6 and Monday Pentecost 

 

 Passover 

 Abib (Nisan) 14  Sivan 6  Monday Pentecost 

 

 Monday   Wednesday  Sivan 11 

 Wednesday   Friday  Sivan 9 

 Friday   Sunday  Sivan 7 

 Sabbath   Monday  Sivan 13 

 

 

 What is the basis for the belief in a Sivan 6 Pentecost?  

Why do we reject this teaching and instead keep Pentecost always 

on the second day of the week, a Monday?  

 

How to Count Pentecost 

 

 Leviticus 23 is the key Bible chapter to understanding when 

to keep all of God's Holy Days.  In verse 10, the Eternal told 

Israel to bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of their harvest to 

the priest.  Verse 11 says, "And he shall wave the sheaf before 



the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the Sabbath 

[Hebrew:  mi-mohorat ha-shabbat] the priest shall wave it." This 

"Wavesheaf Day" is critical to determining the correct day for 

Pentecost.  

 Verses 15-16 refer back to the Wavesheaf Day in verse 11, 

"And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the Sabbath, 

from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; 

seven sabbaths shall be complete:  Even unto the morrow after the 

seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a 

new meat offering unto the LORD."  Verse 21:  "And ye shall 

proclaim on the selfsame day, that it may be a holy convocation 

unto you [the day of Pentecost] . . . ." 

 We believe Wavesheaf Day is the Sunday after the Sabbath 

that falls during the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  This is "day 

one" of the count toward Pentecost.  Fifty days are completely 

counted, then Pentecost is observed, always on a Monday. 

 

The "Sivan 6 Theory" 

 

 Recently, the argument in favor of a Sivan 6 Pentecost has 

gained prominence among Sabbath keepers through William F. 

Dankenbring, former writer for the Worldwide Church of God, who 

heads Triumph Publishing Company.  This article will examine some 

of the arguments for a Sivan 6 Pentecost, showing them to be 

invalid.  The "Sivan 6 Theory" contains these elements: 

 (1) It is said that we are to count Pentecost from the 

first High Day Sabbath, not the weekly Sabbath during the Feast 

of Unleavened Bread.  The Wavesheaf offering (Leviticus 23:9-14) 

is claimed to have been performed always on Nisan 16, the day 

after the first high holy day Sabbath of the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread.  Since Leviticus 23:10 follows verse 7 which mentions the 

first holy day, an annual Sabbath, of Unleavened bread, it is 

assumed that the "the morrow after the Sabbath" actually means 

"the morrow after the first holy day."   This is the key point of 

the Sivan 6 theory. 

 (2) Joshua 5:10-12, some believe, "proves" that Wavesheaf 

Offering day is always Nisan 16.  

 (3) It is claimed that Matthew 23:2-3  shows we are to 

follow the Pharisees in the Holy Days we observe, including 

Pentecost.  The great Jewish historian Josephus was a Pharisee 

and he says that Wavesheaf Offering day was on Nisan 16.  Paul 

was a Pharisee, Acts 23:6, and it is assumed all Pharisees 

believed in a Sivan 6 Pentecost. 

 (4) The Sadducees, who agreed with us that the Sabbath of 

Leviticus 23:11 was the weekly Sabbath during the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread, are not to be believed because they were 

"liberal Hellenistic Jews." 

 (5) The Septuagint (Greek translation of the Old 

Testament), also known as the LXX,  is said to be 100% inspired 

scripture without any translation errors.  It supposedly 

translates the Leviticus 23 passage with the understanding that 

Wavesheaf Offering day is Nisan 16. 



 (6) Some say that none of God's Holy Days can ever fall on 

a Sunday.  God abhors His people observing the PAGAN day of the 

Sun God, Sunday. 

 (7) The Wavesheaf offering was an integral part of the 

seven day Feast of Unleavened Bread and "must" fall "within" it. 

 (8) It is believed by some advocates of a Sivan 6 

Pentecost, that Christ fulfilled the Wavesheaf Offering on 

Friday, Nisan 16, 31 A.D., when supposedly His sacrifice was 

accepted by God. 

 (9) Counting the fifty days to Pentecost is said to be not 

necessary, but counting down the days adds to the anticipation 

and excitement of Pentecost when at last it arrives.  

 These arguments and others have been presented by 

proponents of a Sivan 6 Pentecost. 

 

Proof that Sivan 6 Theory is Wrong 

 

 If the "Sivan 6 Theory" is correct, then "the morrow after 

the Sabbath" in Leviticus 23:11, and 15 must be interpreted as 

"the morrow after the annual Sabbath," that is, forcing Wavesheaf 

Day to be always Abib (Nisan) 16.  And most importantly, verses 

15-16 must be interpreted in this erroneous way:  "And ye shall 

count unto you from the morrow after the first holy day, from the 

day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven weeks 

shall be complete:  Even unto the morrow after the seventh week 

shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat 

offering unto the LORD." 

 The original Hebrew absolutely prohibits such an 

interpretation.  With the use of Englishman's Hebrew Concordance, 

you can prove this for yourself. 

 The words for "sabbath" and "sabbaths" in Leviticus 23 are 

Strong's #7676, Shabbat and #7677, shabbaton.  Englishman's 

Hebrew Concordance, page 1235, shows every place these words are 

used.  NOT ONCE DO THESE WORDS EVER MEAN "WEEK" OR "WEEKS"!  In 

other words, the Hebrew word for "Sabbath" never means "week"! 

 What is the Hebrew word for "week"?  It is Strong's #7620, 

shebuah.  Englishman's Hebrew Concordance, page 1224,  proves 

conclusively that nowhere in the Bible does this word ever mean 

"Sabbath"!  So the Hebrew words for Sabbath never mean week, and 

the Hebrew word for week never means Sabbath.  The foundation for 

the Sivan 6 Pentecost Theory is totally false. 

 Some have pointed to Gesenius' Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon to 

the Old Testament, which defines #7676 as "sabbath, . . . perhaps 

a week, like the Syrian and Greek (Matt. 28:1) Lev. 23:15; 

compare Deu. 16:9."  As we show in our article, "Basic Bible 

Study Tools,"  lexicons are Bible word dictionaries which contain 

the lexicographer's understanding of what words mean in Bible 

context.  In this case Gesenius is in error.  Shabbat does not 

mean week.  It means Sabbath.  Deuteronomy 16:9, which uses a 

different word, #7620 shebuah, does not interpret Leviticus 

23:15.  We have proven that shabbat does not have the same 

meaning as shebuah.  See the copies from Englishman's Hebrew 



Concordance on the next page, and look up the scriptures for 

yourself. 

 

Word Studies on Pentecost 

 

 Mi-mohorat ha-shabbat occurs in Leviticus 23:11 and 15, and 

means "from [on] morrow of [after] the Sabbath," that is, the day 

after the Sabbath.  This is the key phrase regarding the counting 

of Pentecost.  From the Hebrew-English Interlinear Old Testament, 

by Jay P. Green, Sr., we see the Strong's numbers for the Hebrew: 

 

 The Hebrew word for Sabbath, Shabbat, is Strong's number 

#7676.  Shabbat is derived from #7673, shavath, which  means 

"intermission,  desist from exertion, to cease, rest, celebrate."  

A related verb is #7677, shabbaton, meaning "the act of keeping 

the Sabbath, resting."  The Hebrew word for "seven" is #7651, 

sheba or shibah, the word for "seventh" is #7637 shebiyiy.  As we 

have seen, the word for "week" is #7620, shebuah which is not 

necessarily a "perfect week" of Sunday through Saturday. 

 In verse 15, "seven sabbaths shall be complete [KJV]," the 

word for "complete" is #8549, tamiym, meaning "perfect, without 

blemish."  The literal words say "seven sabbaths perfect."  There 

are seven PERFECT sabbaths that fall between the day of the 

wavesheaf until day fifty of the count toward Pentecost.  What is 

a perfect Sabbath?  Why, God's Holy Day, the seventh day of the 

week!  Not an imperfect "week" of just any seven days!  Tamiym is 

used in verses 12 and 18 in reference to lambs offered "without 

blemish."  Tamiym used with shabbat leaves us no doubt that 

Leviticus 23:15-16 means seven sabbaths, not seven imperfect 

weeks. 

 The inspired Hebrew in both verses 15 and 16 says SABBATHS, 

shabbatot (plural), not WEEKS, shebuat.  Verses 15-16 say 

literally, "seven sabbaths perfect they shall be to the day after 

the Sabbath [ha-shabbat] the seventh [ha-shebiyit] you shall 

number fifty [fiftieth] day."   Notice the unusual usage of the 

definite article "the" (Hebrew ha).  It is not just any Sabbath 

that is the day before day fifty of the count.  But THE Sabbath 

THE seventh.  Certainly this precludes counting imperfect weeks 

that do not run from Sunday through Sabbath.  Indeed, we are not 

told to count seven Sabbaths at all.  We are told there will be 

seven perfect Sabbaths on the way to a full count of fifty days. 

And through the next day after the seventh perfect Sabbath, a 

Sunday, day fifty of the count toward Pentecost is completed. 

 Notice the usage of shabbat elsewhere in Leviticus 23.  

Verse 3, in reference to the seventh day of the week, says 

literally, "and on day the seventh, Sabbath resting, a gathering 

holy . . . ."  Verse 24 refers to the Day of Trumpets, a time of 

"resting."  #7677, shabbaton.  Verse 32 commands the Day of 

Atonement, "Sabbath resting [shabbat shabbaton] it is to you . . 

. you shall keep your sabbath." Finally, in verse 38, in 

reference again to the weekly Sabbath, Shabbatot, is used. Only 

in verses 11, 15 and 16 is the definite article "the" (Hebrew ha) 



used.  Why?  Because although Trumpets is a resting and Atonement 

a Sabbath resting, only the weekly Sabbath is THE Sabbath.  In 

Ezekiel 46:1, ha-shabbat is used to refer to every weekly 

Sabbath.  Thus, the definite article ha used with Shabbat shows 

that this Shabbat is the weekly Sabbath, not the first annual 

Holy Day. 

 The word for weeks, #7620, shebuah, is not used at all in 

Leviticus 23.  In Leviticus 23, we are not told to count seven 

weeks (shabutot) toward Pentecost.  Instead, there are seven 

PERFECT Sabbaths, and we are to count the day after the seventh 

Sabbath, not the seventh week.  A day is counted when it is 

completed.  When day fifty is counted, then we are to keep 

Pentecost, always on a Monday.  Shebuah is used twenty times in 

the Old Testament.  Only once, in Daniel 9:27, is shebuah used to 

refer to a perfect week of Sunday through Saturday.  The Messiah 

was cut off in the midst of a week, on a Wednesday.  In other 

cases, shebuah refers to any period of seven consecutive days. 

 In referring to the first holy day of the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread, Abib (Nisan) 15, the word Shabbat is not used.  

We are merely told to have a mikra kodesh, a "gathering holy."   

And likewise the last Holy Day of the Feast, Abib 21, is not 

called a Shabbat, but a mikra kodesh.  I have not found a single 

reference to Abib 15 being called a Sabbath, nor any annual Holy 

Day referred to as "ha-shabbat." 

 A serious investigation of the original Hebrew of Leviticus 

23 absolutely precludes a Sivan 6 Pentecost.   There is no 

evidence that mi-mohorat ha-shabbat refers to anything other than 

the day after the weekly Sabbath. 

 

Which Sabbath Do We Count From? 

 

 Leviticus 23, verses 9-21, is the Wavesheaf and Pentecost 

section of this "Holy Day Chapter" of the Bible.  It is the only 

place in the Bible where we are given detailed instructions how 

to count Pentecost (also known as Feast of Weeks, Feast of 

Harvest, and Feast of Firstfruits).  And yet, verse 11 does not 

explicitly say which Sabbath precedes the Wavesheaf Offering Day, 

"day one" of the count to Pentecost.  Pharisees said this Shabbat 

was not the weekly Shabbat but the first annual Shabbat, Abib or 

Nisan 15, the first Holy Day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  

However, as we have seen, the Hebrew prohibits this 

interpretation. 

 The "Sivan 6 Theory" says that since verse 11 follows verse 

7, therefore Wavesheaf Offering Day must be Nisan 16.  However,  

we must not ignore verse 8, which refers to Nisan 21, the last 

Holy Day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  Consistent reasoning 

would have to admit that verse 8 is closer to verse 11 than verse 

7 is to verse 11.  Using this logic, Wavesheaf Offering Day would 

have to be on Nisan 22.  Indeed, this is the very position taken 

by the Ethiopian Falashas, or "Negro Jews" of Africa.  The truth 

is, that neither Leviticus 23:7 or 8 call the two annual Holy 

Days during Unleavened Bread "Sabbath" or Shabbat.  (The Day of 



Atonement, verse 32, is called a "Sabbath of rest.")  Verse 3 

clearly refers to the Sabbath, the seventh day of the week. 

 So which weekly Sabbath does verse 11 describe?  It has to 

be associated with the firstfruits of harvest, which occurred in 

the springtime in Palestine, around the time of the Passover and 

Feast of Unleavened Bread, when the barley grain is ready to 

harvest.  By deduction, Leviticus 23:11 must refer to the weekly 

Sabbath during the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 

 

Joshua 5 and the Old Corn 

 

 Joshua 5:10-12 states that Israel kept the Passover on the 

fourteenth day of the month at even, and ate of the old corn of 

Palestine on the morrow after Passover, when the manna ceased.  

Somehow, Sivan 6 advocates deduce that this passage "proves" 

Wavesheaf Offering Day is Nisan 16.  

 This was old corn, or produce carried over from the East 

Bank of the Jordan River.  It was NOT new grain from the harvest.  

Before Israel could eat of new grain, they had to harvest and 

offer the Wavesheaf Offering.  And yet this verse specifically 

states they ate old corn, the original Hebrew meaning "carried 

over" corn. 

 Israel crossed the Jordan on Nisan 10.  The males were 

circumcised and were very sore for at least three days or more.  

Thus, it is very likely that the Joshua 5 Passover was the 

Passover of the second month, as described in Numbers 9, not the 

normal first month Passover.   After circumcision, the male 

Israelites were in no shape to engage in a grain harvest and 

Wavesheaf Offering.  Joshua 5 does not support a Nisan 16 

Wavesheaf Day. 

 

Should We be Pharisees? 

 

 Should we should follow the Pharisees, those "conservative 

guardians of the law,"(according to Dankenbring) in their 

counting of Pentecost?  Some interpret Matthew 23:3 to say that 

we have to follow the Pharisees in ALL that they command us to 

observe.  In keeping with following modern Pharisees,  some now 

believe in a Nisan 15 Passover, rather than the Biblical Nisan 14 

Passover. 

 Although much of Jewish history is dominated by the 

Pharisees' influence because they gained complete ascendancy 

after 70 A.D., the Pharisees were by no means a united group, 

especially so during the time of Christ.  The rival schools of 

Hillel and Shammai argued over points of the law.   The priestly 

Sadducees disputed the Pharisees.  And Essenes and Zealots were 

other competing Jewish sects of the First Century.  The Apostle 

Paul, a Pharisee prior to his conversion, strongly disagreed with 

them on many points when he became a messianic believer. 

 Interpreting history to favor the Pharisees, when they were 

and are chock full of errors is certainly no proof that Wavesheaf 

Day is Nisan 16 and Pentecost is Sivan 6.  John 18:3 indicates 



that the ones who were instrumental in killing Jesus were 

Pharisees and priests.  This same band of evil men kept the 

Passover a day later than Jesus did, verse 28. 

 Matthew 23:3 cannot mean for us to follow the Pharisees in 

their errors, but only as they follow God.  The rest of the 

chapter is clear that the Pharisees were loaded with hypocrisy 

and iniquity.  Yes, the Pharisees did preserve some valid oral 

tradition which included the Hebrew Calendar and its rules.  But 

we must not become Pharisees, slavishly following them even in 

their errors.  Jesus said that we should beware of "the doctrine 

of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees," Matthew 16:12. 

 

Should We Be Sadducees? 

 

 On the other hand, some say the Sadducees were liberal 

Hellenistic Jews.  They were of the wealthy priestly class, and a 

distinct minority compared to the majority Pharisees.  Should we 

reject the Sadducee teaching that the Sabbath preceding Wavesheaf 

Offering Day is a weekly rather than an annual Sabbath?  Or, 

should we follow the teaching of the sect of the Pharisees?  John 

the Baptist referred to both the Pharisees and Sadducees as a 

"generation of vipers," Matthew 3:7.  We should follow the Bible!  

We should not be modern Sadducees or Pharisees. 

 

The "Holy" Septuagint? 

 

 The Septuagint is the old Greek version of the Hebrew 

Scriptures, commonly designated LXX, because 70 or 72 translators 

were reputed to have been sent from Jerusalem by the high priest 

Eleazar to translate the Torah, at the request of Ptolemy II 

Philadelphus, 288-247 B.C.  Supposedly, most Jews had lost a 

working knowledge of Hebrew,  and Jews outside of Palestine 

mainly spoke Greek.  Therefore, Jews of Alexandria, Egypt sought 

to overcome the opposition of Jerusalem authorities against the 

writing of Scripture in any but the old Hebrew scrolls.  At 

first, only the Torah (Genesis-Deuteronomy) was translated from 

Hebrew to the Greek Septuagint.  Later, the rest of the Bible, 

along with spurious Apocrypha books were added to the Septuagint. 

 In support for a Sivan 6 Pentecost, Dankenbring lauds the 

Septuagint as "God inspired."  Why the interest in the 

Septuagint?  Because the disputed Hebrew phrase, mi-mohorat ha-

shabbat,  "morrow after the Sabbath" (KJV) was translated by the 

Septuagint as "the morrow of the first day," meaning the first 

day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  The modern Jewish 

Publication Society translation, in line with Pharisee belief, 

renders it "the morrow of the day of rest."  In other words, the 

first day to count toward Pentecost is this "morrow of the first 

day," or "morrow of [after] the day of rest."  The Septuagint is 

held by some  to support the position of the Pharisees.  But is 

it valid?  Is the Septuagint version really God inspired rather 

than the Masoretic Text which forms the basis for the Old 

Testament portion of the King James Version? 



 The Encyclopedia Britannica, article "Septuagint," 

describes the LXX as "corrupt."  Further, "we need not assume 

that in cases of difference [between the Septuagint and the 

Masoretic Text] the Greek is to be preferred.  The LXX 

translators made some palpable mistakes; their knowledge of 

Hebrew was often inadequate; they occasionally interpreted as 

well as translated . . . ."   Also, the Septuagint includes the 

non-inspired historical books known collectively as the 

Apocrypha, while the Masoretic Text did not canonize these 

uninspired books.   Why didn't the Jews of Alexandria, Egypt know 

their Hebrew?  Because they had become liberal Hellenists, 

watering down and rejecting the Laws of the Torah and the Hebrew 

language.  Biven and Blizzard demonstrate in their book, 

Understanding the Difficult Words of Jesus (Austin, Texas, 1984), 

that Hebrew, and not Greek, was the main language of Palestinian 

Jews during the time of Christ.  However, the diaspora (dispersed 

Jews) often neglected Hebrew and became enmeshed in Greco-Roman 

culture. 

 After the destruction of the Jewish Temple in 70 A.D.,  the 

Jewish scribes sought to renew their efforts to preserve the 

original Hebrew Scriptures.  The Masorete scribes were much more 

faithful preservers of the Bible than the Alexandrian Jews who 

had authored the Septuagint.  Masoretes  faithfully preserved the 

mi-mohorat ha-shabbat of  Leviticus 23:11, 15.  Wavesheaf 

Offering Day is indeed on the first day of the week, the day 

after the weekly Sabbath of the Feast of  Unleavened Bread.  

Today, liberal Bible translators are enthralled by corrupt 

Alexandrian manuscripts, which form the basis for many modern 

translations of the Old Testament.  The King James Version, 

however, drew solidly from the inspired Masoretic Text.  

 Some have pointed to a supposed usage of the Septuagint by 

New Testament writers.  The facts show otherwise.  Two out of 

every three quotations from the Old Testament found in the New do 

not agree verbally with the reading of the Septuagint translation 

of the Old Testament.  The Septuagint became so corrupt that 

Jewish authorities forbade Jews from using it.  (See "Do We Have 

the Complete Bible?" by Herman L. Hoeh.) 

 Others say that the "Dead Sea Scrolls" prove the Masoretic 

Text wrong.  Since their initial discovery in 1947, the First 

Century A.D. Essene Qumran scrolls have been studied by scholars.  

The monastic Essenes withdrew from the mainstream of Jewish 

civilization, even refusing to worship at the Temple.  Their 

scrolls, hidden in caves, sometimes differ markedly from the 

Masoretic Text.  Previous to the discovery of these Old Testament 

portions, the earliest Old Testament manuscript dated from only 

the 10th Century A.D.  The Revised Standard Version (1951) makes 

use of a number of "emendations" (alterations of text) of the 

Dead Sea Scrolls. 

 Most scholars have now come to see that the Dead Sea 

Scrolls demonstrate the superiority of the Masoretic Text.  

Jewish tradition says Ezra and the "Great Synagogue" canonized 

the Old Testament, and entrusted "scribes" (Hebrew Sopherim, 



meaning "counters") with the sacred duty of preserving the 

official canonized text. In an age before computers, the scribes 

devised an ingenious method to insure scripture accuracy and 

purity.  Careful records were kept of the number of words and 

even letters in each book, the middle word and middle letter of 

each book, how many times a letter was used in each book, and 

other statistics which minimized the possibility of mistakes in 

copies.  If an error was discovered, the entire scroll was thrown 

away!  Old and worn manuscripts were thrown away.  That is why we 

have no official copies before the 10th century.  That is why 

Jesus said, "Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle 

shall in no wise pass from the law," Matthew 5:18.  Not even the 

smallest letter, or stroke of a letter!   Although the Dead Sea 

Scrolls are "older" than extant copies of the Masoretic Text, 

they are not better, but instead are corrupted.  (See 

"Significance of the Dead Sea Scrolls," January 1971 Plain 

Truth.) 

 The liberal, corrupted Septuagint is not a proof for a 

Sivan 6 Pentecost. 

 

None of God's Holy Days -- Oops! -- 

Can Ever Fall on a Sunday 

 

 William F. Dankenbring, in his article, "How Do You Count' 

Pentecost?," says that it is a "fact" that none of God's Holy 

Days can ever fall on a Sunday.  God abhors His people observing 

in honor to Him the PAGAN day of the Sun-god (Sunday).  

Unfortunately for Mr. Dankenbring, his Pentecost, Sivan 6, in 

1988 was on Sunday, May 22.  In a later paper, Dankenbring 

quietly deleted his earlier statement that "God's annual holy 

days NEVER fall on a Sunday'!" 

 Such a mistake is typical of hasty, careless "research."  

Unfortunately, many are willing to accept "shocking new truth" 

without independent study and verification.  Some believers 

approach God's truth like a rabbit.  They hop about going after 

this or that teacher and doctrine.  They are not grounded and 

settled in the Truth.  Sensationalism gives them an emotional 

"high."  "New truths" are exciting.  Digging into,  proving and 

re-proving "old truths" is like slogging through the trenches.  

But that's what it takes to be an overcomer.   

 According to the Hebrew Calendar, Nisan 15, an annual Holy 

Day, the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, does fall on 

the first day of the week on the rare occasion when Passover, 

Nisan 14, falls on the weekly Sabbath.  It happened in 1974, and 

will again in 1994.   This is the only Holy Day that can (and 

even so, rarely) fall on a the first day of the week. 

 

How Long is the Passover Season? 

 

 Mr. Dankenbring insists that Wavesheaf Offering Day MUST 

fall within the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  He opposes our belief 

that when Passover falls on the weekly Sabbath (which is a rare 



case), that Wavesheaf Offering Sunday is Nisan 22, which is 

OUTSIDE the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  Dankenbring admits that 

Pentecost is not an entirely separate festival, but is closely 

tied with and  interrelated with the Passover festival.  

 

 

TABLE 2:  Passover, Wavesheaf Sunday and Pentecost 

 

 Passover  Wavesheaf 

 Abib (Nisan) 14  Sunday  Monday Pentecost 

 

 Monday  Nisan 20  Sivan 11 

 Wednesday  Nisan 18  Sivan 9 

 Friday  Nisan 16  Sivan 7 

 Sabbath  Nisan 22  Sivan 13 

 

 

 

 As the Jews understand, the WHOLE PERIOD from Passover 

through Pentecost is known as the "Passover Season."  Pentecost 

is referred to as the atzeret, or closing day, of the Passover 

season.  So the rare occurrence of Passover (Nisan 14) falling on 

Sabbath, making Wavesheaf Sunday on Nisan 22, does not put 

Wavesheaf Offering Day outside of the Passover season. 

 

Meaning of the Wavesheaf Offering 

 

 Emphasis needs to be placed on the meaning of the Wavesheaf 

Offering Day. 

 According to the "Sivan 6 Theory" of Mr. Dankenbring, the 

sacrifice of Jesus for our sins was accepted by God the Father 

"immediately" after his death, on Friday, Nisan 16, 31 A.D.   The 

wave sheaf offering typified the accepted Christ.  He rejects the 

common interpretation of John 20:17 that Jesus ascended to Heaven 

on Sunday morning to be accepted by His Heavenly Father, which is 

why He didn't allow Mary to touch Him.  Dankenbring ridicules the 

idea that Christ's sacrifice wasn't accepted by God until 3 1/2 

days after His death. Yet his concept places the acceptance of 

Christ's sacrifice 1 1/2 days after Messiah's burial, which was 

certainly not "immediately" after His death and burial. 

 When we examine all the Holy Days, we see that the Messiah 

is intimately involved in every one of them, in their spiritual 

fulfillment.  The Savior was our Passover Lamb.  "Christ in us" 

gives us the power to lead unleavened (sinless) lives, symbolized 

by the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  The Messiah gave the Ten 

Commandments and gives the Holy Spirit of power to help us keep 

the Law (Pentecost).  Messiah will return to raise the dead, 

regather Israel and win the Battle of Armageddon, typified by the 

Day of Trumpets.  He will put Satan away and make mankind at one 

with God (Atonement).  Jesus will establish the Millennium (Feast 

of Tabernacles).  He will judge sitting on a  Great White Throne 

(Last Great Day).  Can you see we have an ACTIVE Savior? 



 However, for Mr. Dankenbring, the Savior "slept" in the 

grave on Friday, Nisan 16, 31 A.D., doing nothing, yet 

nevertheless fulfilling the spiritual meaning of the Wavesheaf 

Offering.  Does this make sense?  Absolutely not! 

 The cutting of the wavesheaf early Sunday morning 

represented Christ's ascension to Heaven.  The wavesheaf being 

accepted represented Christ's blood being accepted as payment for 

our sins.  He actively participated in the spiritual fulfillment 

of our atonement, Hebrews 9:11-12.  Why couldn't Mary touch Jesus 

before He ascended to the Father?  (Later that evening, the 

disciples could and did touch Him.)  Because He was a Holy 

Sacrifice and could not be touched by human hands prior to His 

offering of Himself to the Father as our Wavesheaf. 

 Wavesheaf Day should be recognized and honored by 

Christians today.  We do not offer the wavesheaf offering, but we 

should take note of and be grateful that our wavesheaf of the 

firstfruits, the Messiah, was accepted by God as sacrifice for 

our sins.  If possible, it would be proper to have services in 

commemoration of this great event.  Although there is no specific 

command for a holy convocation, we know that since the eight days 

of Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread are a pilgrimage feast, 

just like the Feast of Tabernacles, there should be daily 

services during this festival period, including Wavesheaf Day. 

 However, there could be danger in carrying this too far.  

The early New Testament Church knew that Wavesheaf Day was always 

on a Sunday, but not always on Nisan 16.  They held commemorative 

services on Sunday, and later apostates used this practice to 

abandon the weekly Sabbath for Sunday. Wavesheaf Sunday's 

counterfeit is Easter Sunday.  They often fall on the same day. 

 Because of the connection between Wavesheaf Sunday, day one 

of the Pentecost count, and Pentecost itself, some writers on the 

subject of Holy Days have confused terms and refer to Wavesheaf 

Sunday as the "Feast of Firstfruits," a separate Feast from 

Passover and Unleavened Bread.  Pentecost is at one place called 

the "Day of Firstfruits," Numbers 28:26, while elsewhere it is 

termed "the feast of weeks of the firstfruits of wheat harvest," 

Exodus 34:22, and "the feast of harvest, the firstfruits of thy 

labors," Exodus 23:16.  There is no Bible indication that 

Wavesheaf Sunday is properly called "Feast of Firstfruits." 

 

Meaning of Counting Pentecost 

 

 We should actively count the fifty days toward Pentecost.  

Unger's Bible Dictionary, article "Festivals," shows that "the 

Jews regularly count every evening the fifty days . . . .  The 

three days preceding the festival . . . are called the three days 

of separation and sanctification, because the Lord commanded . . 

. that the people should sanctify themselves three days prior to 

the giving of the law . . . ."   Counting the days is a special 

observance in itself, heightening the joy and anticipation of the 

coming of the day of Pentecost, or Firstfruits, itself.  It is 



good for us to count the days toward Pentecost, and to realize 

that Pentecost is closely tied to the spring Passover festival. 

 Leviticus 23 gives the calendar date for all the feasts and 

Holy Days except two:  Wavesheaf Day and Pentecost.  If the 

Pharisees are correct, then why didn't God say in Leviticus 23 

that Wavesheaf Day is the 16th day of the first month, and 

Pentecost is the sixth (or seventh) day of the third month?  The 

only logical reason is that there is no fixed calendar date for 

these two sacred times, and they need to be counted each year. 

 

Count Day Fifty, Then Keep Pentecost 

 

 Jews know that the days toward Pentecost are to be counted 

every evening.  A day is counted at evening, when it is 

completed.  The fiftieth day is counted, at evening, THEN 

Pentecost is observed.  A fact seldom noticed is that the 

Masoretic Text has carefully preserved the inspired message of 

the Eternal.  In Leviticus 23:16, the original Hebrew literally 

states:  "to the day after the sabbath seventh you shall number 

fifty day [singular]."  Day Fifty is numbered, then Pentecost is 

observed.   Sivan 6 and Sunday Pentecost advocates generally 

admit they only count 49 days, when the Bible says to number day 

fifty. 

 Wavesheaf Offering Day is Nisan 16 only when Passover is on 

a Friday.  Pentecost is NEVER Sivan 6.  Wavesheaf Day is always 

the Sunday after the weekly Sabbath of the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread.   Pentecost is always on Monday.   

 

Ten Commandments and Pentecost 

 

 Jewish tradition is replete with statements that the Feast 

of Pentecost is associated with the season of the giving of the 

Law, the Ten Commandments, at Mt. Sinai.  Do the events of Exodus 

19-20 give us an indication of the proper date of Pentecost? 

 The KJV translates Exodus 19:1, "In the third month when 

the children of Israel were gone forth out of the land of Egypt, 

the same day came they into the wilderness of Sinai."  The 

Worldwide Church of God, and others, have explained this verse as 

follows:  The expression "the same day" can only mean one of two 

things.  Either this was the "same day" of the month or the "same 

day" of the week.  Israel had departed from Rameses on the 15th 

day of the month (Numbers 33:3).  It is likely this was on the 

fifth day of the week, Thursday, since Passover of the year of 

the exodus was probably on a Wednesday.  Israel was already near 

Sinai on the 29th of the second month, Exodus 17:6, 18:5.  So 

this "same day" of Exodus 19:1 could not refer to the fifteenth 

day of the third month, but instead refers to the fifth day of 

the week, the same weekday they had left Egypt.  Therefore, 

Exodus 19:1 means they came to the foot of Sinai on  a Thursday, 

Sivan 5.  Some modern translations (such as the RSV), following 

the Septuagint, have mistranslated Exodus 19:1 as "on the first 



day of the third month after the departure."  (Source:  

Ambassador College Bible Correspon-dence Course, Lesson 35s.) 

 Green's Interlinear shows the literal Hebrew of verses 1-2 

says, "In the third month of the going out of the sons of Israel 

from the land of Egypt, on this day they came to the wilderness 

of Sinai.  And they journeyed from Rephidim and came to the 

wilderness of Sinai, and they camped in the wilderness; and 

Israel camped there before the mountain."   In other words, 

Israel came into Sinai on the same day as they left Egypt.  

 Israel left Egypt on the night of the 15th day of the first 

month, Abib or Nisan, Exodus 12:40-42, Numbers 33:3.  Each 

Sabbath along the way to Sinai, they pitched their tents and 

rested.  They crossed the Red Sea on Abib 21, the last holy day 

of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  At Abib 24, Sabbath, they were 

at Marah; on the first day of the second month, Iyar, they were 

at Elim.  Iyar 8, by the Red Sea; Iyar 15, the Wilderness of Zin.  

Exodus 16 shows that they stopped for a week at the edge of the 

wilderness of Zin on Iyar 15, where God taught them about the 

Sabbath.  Then they went through the desert, to Rephidim on Iyar 

29,  Exodus 17:1, and had no water.  Dophkah and Alush were 

intermediate stops along the way so that thirsty stragglers could 

catch up (Numbers 33).  Rephidim was near Sinai, so it took only 

a few days, not a full week, to arrive before the mount.  

 If Israel camped at Rephidim on Iyar 29, there would be no 

way they would have arrived at Sinai on the very next day, Sivan 

1.  Because the next day the Israelites fought against Amalek, 

and then Jethro, Moses' father-in-law met him for a few days, 

Exodus 17-18.   Israel arrived at the foot of Sinai on Sivan 5. 

 Moses went up the mountain the next day, Exodus 19:3, 

receiving a message from the Eternal.  Verse 7, the people were 

not already in assembly, so Moses called for the elders and gave 

them the "wedding proposal" from the Almighty.  The people 

agreed, and Moses returned to the mountain to give their words to 

God, verses 8-9.  Then, verses 10-11, the Eternal told Moses to 

have the people sanctify themselves "to day and to morrow, and 

let them wash their clothes, And be ready against the third day:  

for the third day the LORD will come down in the sight of all the 

people upon mount Sinai." 

 Moses came down and sanctified the people, and they washed 

their clothes.  God called Moses up the mountain on this third 

day, Pentecost, instructing him to go down and keep the people 

back from touching the mountain.  Then the Creator gave the Ten 

Commandments in a thundering voice to all the people, verses 14-

25, 20:1-17. The people were frightened, and asked Moses to 

commune with God for them.  Moses went back up the mountain, the 

Almighty gave him the judgments of Exodus 21, 22, 23,  he came 

and told them to the people, and they said, "All the words which 

the LORD hath said will we do," 24:3.  Then, verse 4, Moses wrote 

all these words down.  

 Early the next morning, the day after Pentecost, Moses 

built an altar and confirmed the covenant with the people, verses 

4-8.  Thus the marriage ceremony of Israel and the Creator 



occurred on a day after the giving of the Ten Commandments.  

There was a "marriage supper" between God and the children of 

Israel, represented by Moses, Aaron and his sons, and seventy 

elders of Israel, verses 9-11.  

 These events square well with a Monday Pentecost. 

 

TABLE 3:  Possible Calendar of Events at Sinai 

 

SIVAN (Third Month) 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

 Friday Sabbath 

 1  2 3 4   5 6 7 

 

 8 9 10 11   12 13 14 

  Pentecost 

 

 

Sivan 5, Thursday  Israel arrives at Sinai. 

Sivan 6, FridayMoses ascends Mt. Sinai, talks with Eternal, 

returns and gets Israel to say "I do." 

Sivan 7, SabbathMoses returns to mountain,  told to sanctify the 

people today and tomorrow,  and for them to  wash  their  

clothes, be ready for the third day. 

Sivan 8, Sunday  Wash day. 

Sivan 9, MondayGiving of Ten  Commandments on Pentecost. 

Sivan 10, TuesdayOld Covenant Marriage Ceremony and Supper. 

 

 There are two important days:  one for the giving of the 

Ten Commandments and statutes and judgments, and another day for 

the sealing of the Old Covenant marriage between the Creator and 

Israel.  

 Sunday Pentecost believers have a big problem with the 

events of Exodus.  Wash day preceded the day of giving of the 

Law, which most agree is Pentecost. The weekly Sabbath can't be a 

wash day!  

 Bible evidence suggests that the giving of the Law was 

during the Pentecost season.  However, there are no definitive 

statements that tie Pentecost with the day of the giving of the 

Law. 

 

"New Truth" About Pentecost? 

 

 When someone comes to you talking about "new truth," you 

should "see" red warning lights.  There is no such thing as "new" 

truth.  Truth is absolute.  It does not change.  Some former 

members of the Worldwide Church of God who now keep Pentecost on 

Sivan 6 claim that they now have "new truth," which was unknown 

to Herbert W. Armstrong, founder of that church.  Supposedly, he 

failed to consult Jewish "authorities."  This is not true.  For 

ten years, Armstrong kept a Sivan 6 Pentecost, before changing to 

a Monday Pentecost. (For proof, see Section 4.2, pages 5-6 of our 

book, Biblical Holy Days.) 



 

 

TABLE 4:  "Pentecosts" Kept by Worldwide Church of God 

 

    1927-1936  Sivan 6 

    1937-1973  Monday 

    1974-?  Sunday 

 

 

 There is no new thing under the sun.  Doctrinal changers 

justify themselves by claiming to have "new truth."  Too many 

people let others do their thinking for them, switching from one 

practice to another because some minister or writer says so.  

Don't accept what anyone says without checking it out in your own 

Bible. 

 The Pentecost debate probably won't be resolved until the 

return of the Messiah.  Let us continue to search the Scriptures 

diligently and become able to spot the contradictions and errors 

being promulgated so freely today.ê 

 

 

When Does the Pentecost Count Begin? 

 

 In 1974, when the Worldwide Church of God changed the 

Church's observance of Pentecost from Monday to Sunday, Passover 

of that year fell on a weekly Sabbath.  This is a rare occurrence 

which happens on the average only about once in ten years.  There 

had not been a Passover Sabbath since 1954.  A Passover Sabbath 

occurred again in 1977, 1981, and 1994, and will not happen again 

until the year 2001. 

 As most Bible students know, the fifty-day count to 

Pentecost begins on the Wavesheaf Day.  The Pharisees, who 

dominate modern Judaism, consider the fixed date, Nisan 16, to be 

Wavesheaf Day, and always celebrate their Pentecost on Sivan 6 

(and 7).  Sadducees considered the Sunday after the weekly 

Sabbath that falls during the Feast of Unleavened Bread as 

Wavesheaf Sunday, and celebrated their Pentecost on a Sunday 49 

days later. 

 In 1974, the Worldwide Church of God (WWC) not only changed 

their Pentecost to Sunday, they kept it a full week early.  

Instead of considering the "morrow after the Sabbath," i.e., 

Wavesheaf Sunday, to be the Sunday after the Sabbath during the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread, as the Sunday-Pentecost-keeping 

Sadducees did, the WWC changed Wavesheaf Sunday to the Sunday 

during the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which in 1974 was the first 

Holy Day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  The "Pentecost Study 

Material" distributed to WWC ministers in 1974, gives no 

scriptural support for the Church's assertion that Wavesheaf 

Sunday must always fall during the days of Unleavened Bread. 

 We now have at least three different possible wavesheaf 

days to consider: 



 (1) Nisan 16,  a fixed date, which is supported by most 

modern Jews (the Pharisees), and William Dankenbring. 

 (2) The Sunday after the Sabbath which falls during the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread.  This is the pre-1974 Worldwide Church 

of God teaching.  It is supported today by many Messianic groups 

who keep a Sunday or Monday Pentecost, such as Church of God, The 

Eternal; Church of God, Sonoma; Church of the Great God. 

 (3) The Sunday during the Feast of Unleavened Bread, 

supported by the Worldwide Church of God since 1974, and several 

of its breakaway groups (Church of God, International; Christian 

Biblical Church of God; Global Church of God, Philadelphia Church 

of God). 

 Our paper, Pentecost is Not Sivan 6, refutes a fixed date 

Wavesheaf Day, and hence a fixed date Pentecost.  Let us consider 

the latter two possibilities for Wavesheaf Sunday.  Can it be 

proven, from the Bible, which day is Wavesheaf Sunday?  When the 

Passover falls on a Monday, Wednesday, or Friday, there is no 

argument.  In this case, all Sunday and Monday Pentecost 

believers agree that Wavesheaf Sunday is the following Sunday.  

Only on those rare occasions when Passover falls on a weekly 

Sabbath is there disagreement. 

 

Eight Days of Unleavened Bread? 

 

 Fred R. Coulter, pastor of the Christian Biblical Church of 

God, in 1994 wrote a paper, "Count to Pentecost--From Which 

Sabbath?  and Beginning on Which Sunday?"  In his article, 

Coulter gives the following scriptures (shown in the box below) 

as proof for his assertion that "the wavesheaf cannot be waved 

outside the days of Unleavened Bread": 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 No, this is not a typographical error!  Mr. Coulter's 15-

page article does not give a single scripture reference to 

support his point.  He wants us to believe that in 1994, 

Wavesheaf Sunday is on Nisan 15, which is an annual Holy Day.  

Can Wavesheaf Sunday be on an annual Holy Day?  We shall see.  

Instead of giving us solid Bible proof, Coulter concludes that 

Passover, Abib (Nisan) 14, is a required day of unleavened bread, 

so we have a total of eight days of unleavened bread, instead of 

seven days of unleavened bread.  He maintains that all leaven 

must be removed from our dwellings before the beginning of the 

14th day of the first Bible month, and that we must abstain from 

all leavened products for a total of eight days.  He concludes by 

quoting various Jewish rabbis, who are rethinking the 14th as an 

unleavened day. 



 It is true that the 14th day of the first month is a "first 

of the unleaveneds," Matthew 26:17, literal translation.  This 

means that the Passover observance is the first use of unleavened 

bread in the Passover/Unleavened Bread season.  It does not 

follow, as Mr. Coulter concludes, that Passover is always a day 

which we are to consume no leavened products at all.  He gives no 

support for his claim that Nisan 14 is the same as the seven days 

of unleavened bread. 

 Let us look at the Bible.  Leviticus 23:5-6 gives us the 

definitive answer to the question of how many days of unleavened 

bread there are: 

 

In the fourteenth day of the first month at even (ben ha-erivim, 

between the two evenings) is the LORD's passover.  And on the 

fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread 

unto the LORD:  seven days ye must eat unleavened bread. 

 

 There are seven days, not eight days, that we are required 

to eat unleavened bread and have no leavened bread in our 

quarters.  Passover is a separate feast from, and precedes, the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread, although through popular usage, 

Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread are often used 

interchangeably in the Bible.  This is just like we do today, in 

referring to the Feast of Tabernacles as eight days, when in 

reality the Last Great Day is a separate Holy Day which follows 

the seven-day Feast of Tabernacles.  We are required to dwell in 

booths seven days, not eight days, Leviticus 23:42.  Likewise, we 

are required to eat unleavened bread only seven days, not eight 

days.  Let us not add to God's inspired Word, in order to support 

our pre-conceived notions. 

 In Exodus 12:15, it says, "Seven days shall ye eat 

unleavened bread;  even the first day ye shall put away leaven 

out of your houses:  for whosoever eateth leavened bread from the 

first day until the seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from 

Israel."  Mr. Coulter correctly states (page 5) that verse 15 

should be translated "shall have put out leaven," because it is 

already put out by Nisan 15, the first holy day of the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread.  It does not follow, nor does he give any 

scriptures to show, that Nisan 13, two days before, is the day to 

remove all leaven from one's dwelling.  Exodus 12:15 demonstrates 

that the day before the first holy day is the day for final 

removal of all leaven from our houses. 

 Will we believe what God says, or instead add to His Word?  

Exodus 12:8 says that Passover is to be eaten with unleavened 

bread.  It does not say that on Passover there is to be no leaven 

found in our dwellings.  Again and again the Almighty repeats His 

instructions regarding unleavened bread.  Seven days, never eight 

days, we are to have no leavening in our houses, Exodus 12:18-20, 

13:6-7, 23:15, 34:18; Numbers 28:16-17; Deuteronomy 16:3-4.  Even 

our children know that there are seven days of unleavened bread, 

not eight. 



 Some have tripped over Exodus 12:18-19, which at first 

glance seems to say that Passover is a day of unleavened bread.  

But read it carefully: 

 

In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at even 

[ba-eriv, at the end of the day, not at the beginning], ye shall 

eat unleavened bread, until the one and twentieth day of the 

month at even [ba-eriv].  Seven days shall there be no leaven 

found in your houses . . . . 

 

 If this says to begin eating only unleavened bread at the 

beginning of the fourteenth day, and cease eating only unleavened 

bread at the beginning of the twenty-first day, then Passover is 

a Holy Day, and Nisan 20 is a Holy Day, the last day of the Feast 

of Unleavened Bread.  Indeed this is exactly what one Seventh Day 

Church of God group, headquartered in Caldwell, Idaho, has 

concluded!  But, this would contradict other plain scriptures 

which prove that Nisan 15 and 21 are holy days, not Nisan 14 and 

20.  To his credit, even Mr. Coulter does not misuse this 

scripture to support his false contention that Passover is a 

required only unleavened bread day. 

 

Popular Usage Does Not 

Alter God's Law 

 

 Although we commonly refer to Tishri 15-22 as the Feast of 

Tabernacles, actually we know that the 22nd day of the seventh 

month, Tishri 22, is not part of the seven-day Feast of 

Tabernacles, but a separate Holy Day, the Last Great Day.  As we 

have seen, the Last Great Day is not a required day to dwell in 

booths (temporary dwellings).  Our figures of speech do not 

contradict, change, or supersede, the Almighty's commands. 

 Because Passover precedes the seven-day Feast of Unleavened 

Bread, the children of Israel commonly interchanged the terms 

"Passover" and "Feast (or Days) of Unleavened Bread."  Luke 22:1, 

7, illustrates how common parlance interchanged these two back-

to-back festivals:  "Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, 

which is called the passover. . . . Then came the day of 

unleavened bread, when the passover must be killed." 

 Popular usage does not alter the Eternal's law.  Because 

people generally referred to the entire eight-day period of Nisan 

14 to 21 as the Passover, or the Feast of Unleavened Bread, does 

not mean that the Passover is eight days, nor does it mean that 

the Feast of Unleavened Bread is eight days.  The book of 

Leviticus tells us specifically that the Passover is on the 

fourteenth, and the Feast of Unleavened Bread follows for seven 

days. 

 When did the custom of interchanging the words "Passover" 

and "Feast of Unleavened Bread" begin?  At least by the time of 

Ezekiel, for, "In the first month, in the fourteenth day of the 

month, ye shall have the passover, a feast of seven days;  

unleavened bread shall be eaten," Ezekiel 45:21. 



 Notice how Ezekiel 45:25 compares this seven-day Feast of 

Unleavened Bread with the seven-day Feast of Tabernacles in the 

seventh month.  Ezekiel does not contradict the Eternal's command 

in Leviticus.  It is a figure of speech to refer to the seven-day 

festival of the first month as "Passover." 

 Likewise, in Mark 14:1, 12, we have similar usages of this 

figure of speech: 

 

After two days was the feast of the passover, and of unleavened 

bread: . . . .  And the first day of unleavened bread, when they 

killed the passover, His disciples said unto Him, Where wilt Thou 

that we go and prepare that Thou mayest eat the passover? 

 

 Matthew 26:17; Mark 14:12; and Luke 22:7 do not alter the 

commandment of God in Leviticus 23.  They do not tell us that we 

must have all leavening out of our dwellings when Nisan 14 

arrives, nor do they command us to abstain from all leavened 

products for a total of eight days.  If the Eternal would have 

wanted His people to observe a total of eight days of only 

unleavened bread, He would have said so. 

 What about Deuteronomy 16:1-8?  Do these verses show that 

Passover is a day of Unleavened Bread, like the rest of the Feast 

of Unleavened Bread?  No, not even Mr. Coulter believes that.  He 

correctly shows in his book, The Christian Passover, pages 156-

172, that this passage of scripture does not refer to the 

Passover lamb on Nisan 14, but the animal sacrifices given on 

Nisan 15.  Coulter shows that Ezra edited this portion of 

scripture to combat the Samaritan religion, and that the 

"Passover" of these verses refers to the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread, not the Nisan 14 festival of Passover. 

 So, where are the scriptures which prove that Passover, 

Nisan 14, is a day of unleavened bread only, like the seven-day 

Feast of Unleavened Bread?  There are no such scriptures to be 

found. 

 

Old Corn, or New Corn? 

 

 Although Mr. Coulter is adamant in favor of Nisan 15 being 

Wavesheaf Sunday when Passover falls on the weekly Sabbath, his 

paper does not discuss the only [weak] scriptures which I have 

seen supporting such a notion.  The 1974 Worldwide Church of God 

Pentecost Study Material attempts to demonstrate that Nisan 15 is 

Wavesheaf Sunday when Passover is on the Sabbath because of 

Joshua 5:10-12.  They also infer from the typical prophetic 

meaning of the Wavesheaf that their position is correct.  It is 

most odd that Coulter does not use the arguments from the 1974 

study paper, although as a former WWC minister, he had a copy and 

read the original. 

 The 1974 Worldwide Church argument goes like this: 

 

The Passover kept by the children of Israel in Gilgal at the 

plains of Jericho was on the weekly Sabbath.  They ate new grain 



of the land on the morrow after the Passover, unleavened cakes 

and parched grain.  Therefore, Nisan 15 had to have been 

Wavesheaf Sunday.  Thus, when the Passover falls on the weekly 

Sabbath, Nisan 15 is Wavesheaf Sunday. 

 

 The WWC argument is fallacious.  The word translated "old 

corn" in the King James Version, and "produce" in the New KJV is 

Strong's #5669, abuwr, which according to Strong means "passed, 

i.e. kept over; used only of stored grain:--old corn."  Joshua 

5:11-12 is the only place in the Bible where this word is used.  

Abuwr comes from #5674, abar, which among other things means 

"carried over."   Clarke's Commentary suggests that this was 

produce purchased from the inhabitants of the land.  It could 

also mean grain that Israel had carried with them over the 

Jordan; hence it was "passed over grain," which is what abuwr 

means.  Now what is the command in Leviticus 23:10-14 regarding 

the wavesheaf?  It says that once they came into the land, Israel 

was to offer a sheaf of the firstfruits of their harvest.  Only 

then could they eat grain from the new harvest.  They were not to 

offer the wavesheaf from grain purchased from the local 

inhabitants, or from grain carried over the Jordan.  It had to be 

from "your harvest," verse 10.  Israel did not have a harvest 

when they had not yet conquered Jericho. 

 It is a BIG assumption that the Passover of Joshua 5:10 was 

on a weekly Sabbath.  Actually, there is strong evidence that 

this Passover was the Passover of the second month, not the 

first.  Remember, all the Israelite males had been circumcised 

just shortly before. They came up out of the Jordan on the 10th 

day of the first month, Joshua 4:19.  In Joshua 5:2-9, all 

Israelite males were circumcised.  If this happened on the 11th 

day of the first month, they would be too sore to slay the 

Passover, let alone walk around.  They would likely still be in 

bed after this operation. 

 An eight-day-old baby boy doesn't have the severe problem 

that an adult male has when he is circumcised.  Three days after 

the Shechemites were circumcised, when they were still very sore, 

Simeon and Levi were able to single-handedly slay all the 

defenseless male Shechemites, Genesis 34:24-25.  My Hungarian 

friend who was circumcised as an adult can testify that it is 

mandatory to stay in bed for some time after the operation of 

circumcision.  Therefore, it is very likely that the Passover in 

Joshua 5:10 was the second-month Passover, as specified in 

Numbers 9.  This is more evidence that the Worldwide Church 

theory that Wavesheaf Sunday can be on Nisan 15 is faulty.  The 

shakiness of their theory is probably the reason why Mr. Coulter 

does not mention this "proof," and had to come up with other 

reasons for his position. 

 

Meaning of the Wavesheaf 

 

 After keeping the Holy Days for some years, one would 

expect that the faithful observer would grow in understanding of 



the meaning of these important days and the Plan of God.  The 

Holy Days picture God's Plan for mankind in bringing many sons 

into glory, into His divine family.  The plan begins with the 

sacrifice of the Messiah for our sins.  The plan continues with 

the resurrection of Christ, His Ascension to the Father to be 

accepted by Him.  Then there is our part in the plan, by putting 

out sin, followed by the receipt of the Holy Spirit to enable us 

to keep His law and produce fruit for Him.  Finally, the plan 

comes to fruition in the fall of God's harvest season with the 

return of Jesus Christ to set up the millennial kingdom on this 

earth, the putting out of Satan, and the wonderful world tomorrow 

of peace on earth, followed by the second resurrection and final 

judgment. 

 The wavesheaf offering of Leviticus 23:10-14 was fulfilled 

in type by the ascension of Christ to Heaven to be accepted by 

the Father.  When did this happen?  It took place on the Sunday 

after the weekly Sabbath during the Feast of Unleavened Bread, 

John 20:16-19.  See also Hebrews 9:12.  Messiah entered the Holy 

of Holies, not in 1844, but in 31 A.D., to make atonement for us.  

This was a most significant event in the plan of salvation for 

mankind. 

 Jews believe that if a person has been dead for three days, 

there was no doubt he was really dead and would not revive.  

Daniel 9:26-27 seems to indicate that Messiah would be cut off in 

the midst of the week, i.e., be slain on a Wednesday.  He knew 

that He would be in the grave for three days and three nights, 

Matthew 12:40.  We know that by Saturday night, Jesus was gone 

from the tomb.  All of this evidence points to the fact that 

Jesus was crucified on a Passover Wednesday.  He could not have 

been impaled on a Passover that fell on the weekly Sabbath.  All 

the prophecies pointed to a Wednesday Passover crucifixion.  

Joseph of Arimathaea and Nicodemas rushed to bury Jesus just 

before the High Day Sabbath, John 19:31, 38-42. 

 Now let us suppose that the crucifixion had actually taken 

place on the weekly Sabbath, and it was a Passover that year.  

Could Wavesheaf Sunday, be Nisan 15, the following day after the 

crucifixion?  No!  The meaning of the Holy Days could not be 

fulfilled under such a circumstance.  This scenario leaves no 

time for Messiah to be in the heart of the earth for three days 

and three nights, no time for His resurrection.  Could the 

following Sunday, Nisan 22, be Wavesheaf Sunday?  Yes indeed, it 

could have been, had Passover been on the weekly Sabbath.  Jesus 

would have been in the grave three days and three nights, and 

been resurrected.  He would be ready by Wavesheaf Sunday to 

ascend to the Father to be accepted by Him.  Even if Passover had 

been on Friday the year of the crucifixion, which it was not, 

there would be some time for Jesus to be dead in the grave (but 

not for three days and nights), and be resurrected to be 

accepted.  A Nisan 15 Wavesheaf Sunday does not square with God's 

Plan of Salvation. 

 The 1974 Pentecost Study Material, pages 56-58, has us 

believe that the fulfillment of God's Plan must occur in the 



following order: (1) Passover sacrifice of Messiah,  (2) 

acceptance by the Father of that perfect sacrifice,  (3) the 

believer putting out sin by accepting that sacrifice.  They say 

that a Nisan 22 Wavesheaf Sunday (when Passover is on the weekly 

Sabbath) wrongly pictures the believer putting out sin before the 

sacrifice of Christ is accepted by the Heavenly Father.  

 As we know, we eat unleavened bread to signify putting out 

sin.  However, the Feast of Unleavened Bread starts at the 

beginning of Nisan 15.  The Worldwide Church of God's Nisan 15 

Wavesheaf Day would not have the acceptance of the wave offering 

of Christ until the morning of Nisan 15.  Even their wrong 

teaching shows that one begins putting sin out of his life even 

before the sacrifice of the Messiah is accepted by the Heavenly 

Father!  Remember, the Savior was figuratively slain for our sins 

before the foundation of the world.  Our part in the Plan of 

Salvation, and Christ's part, overlap. 

   

Is Nisan 22 Outside 

the Passover Season? 

 

 The Jews understand that the WHOLE PERIOD from Passover 

through Pentecost is the "Passover Season."  They refer to 

Pentecost as the atzeret, or closing day, of the Passover season.  

So the rare occurrence of Passover (Nisan 14) falling on the 

Sabbath, which makes the correct Wavesheaf Sunday on Nisan 22 

(NOT Nisan 15), does not put Wavesheaf Sunday outside the 

Passover season.  Nisan 22 is always inside the Passover season, 

but not inside the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  Alfred Edersheim, 

a noted historian of Jewish practices, says, 

The Feast of Unleavened Bread' [season] may be said not to have 

quite passed till fifty days after its commencement, when it 

merged in that of Pentecost, or of Weeks' (The Temple:  Its 

Ministry and Services as they were at the time of Christ, page 

260). 

 

 The reason for the linkage of Passover/Feast of Unleavened 

Bread and Pentecost is simple.  Passover represented the 

liberation of Israel from Egyptian bondage.  The Feast of 

Unleavened Bread represented Israel's departure from Egypt and 

crossing the Red Sea.  And Pentecost completed their liberation 

from Egypt as the Almighty gave them His law and entered into a 

covenant with Israel at Sinai.  Notice that our part of God's 

Plan of Salvation is putting out sin (Feast of Unleavened Bread), 

followed by the receipt of the Holy Spirit (Pentecost) to enable 

us to keep His law and produce fruit for Him.  One cannot put out 

sin without the superior power of God.  The Feast of Unleavened 

Bread and Pentecost are inextricably linked together. 

 

Wavesheaf Sunday -- A Harvest Day 

 

 Can Nisan 15, the Holy Day, be a harvest day?  No!  

Leviticus 23:7 says the first day of the Feast of Unleavened 



Bread, Nisan 15, is "an holy convocation:  ye shall do no servile 

work therein."  Referring to the Wavesheaf Day, verses 10-14 show 

that it is a harvest day, upon which there is no restriction of 

labor at all.  The Pentecost Study Material (page 58) states that 

on the supposed Nisan 15 Wavesheaf Sunday, the Israelites 

harvested grain from the land. 

 Now let us suppose the WWC is correct.  Let us suppose that 

the Passover of Joshua 5:10 was on the weekly Sabbath, and the 

manna was not available on the next day, Sunday, the first holy 

day.  Let us suppose that each of the 3,000,000 Israelites needed 

one ounce of grain.  That would mean that on the Holy Day, they 

would have harvested 187,500 pounds of grain, and prepared and 

baked or parched it.  All this supposedly done on a holy 

convocation day, on which no servile work is to be done!  

Josephus says in his Antiquities of the Jews (10.1.5), that 

Wavesheaf Day was a busy workday.  All this doesn't support the 

notion that Nisan 15 can be the Wavesheaf Day. 

 The events surrounding the death and resurrection of Jesus 

show that Wavesheaf Sunday is a workday.  The day Joseph of 

Arimathaea and Nicodemas laid Jesus in the tomb was at the end of 

Nisan 14: 

 

And that day was the preparation, and the sabbath drew on.  And 

the women also, which came with him from Galilee, followed after, 

and beheld the sepulchre, and how his body was laid.  And they 

returned, and prepared spices and ointments;  and rested the 

sabbath day according to the commandment, Luke 23:54-56. 

 

 The women rested on the Holy Day, Thursday, Nisan 15.  They 

bought and prepared spices for anointing Jesus' body on Friday, 

Nisan 16.  They rested on the weekly Sabbath, Nisan 17.  Then on 

Nisan 18, Wavesheaf Sunday, they brought the prepared spices to 

the tomb to finish anointing His body.  This scripture disproves 

the Good Friday and Easter Sunday theory, disproves the fixed 

Nisan 16 Wavesheaf Day theory, and also disproves the concept 

that the Wavesheaf Day could be a Holy Day. 

 

New Testament Key to Old Testament 

 

 Our original question was:  Can it be proven, from the 

Bible, which day is Wavesheaf Sunday?  We have shown that 

Wavesheaf Sunday cannot be Nisan 15.  If you only had the Old 

Testament, and had no preconceived ideas, you might not know 

which day is Wavesheaf Sunday.  Although it can be demonstrated 

from the Hebrew that "the Sabbath" in Leviticus 23:11 is a weekly 

Sabbath, the Wavesheaf verses do not specifically tell you after 

which Sabbath the Wavesheaf Offering day is offered.  One could 

only deduce that "the Sabbath" refers to the Sabbath during the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread. 

 However, righteous people during Old Testament times 

faithfully observed Pentecost, counting fifty days from Wavesheaf 

Sunday.  How did they know which day was Wavesheaf Sunday, to 



begin the count towards Pentecost?  Calendar rules are not 

spelled out in the Bible either.  They were handed down through 

oral tradition.  So likewise, instructions on which day was 

Wavesheaf Sunday must have been part of oral tradition. 

 But now we have the New Testament.  And it is quite clear 

that the Messiah is our wavesheaf, and He was accepted on the 

morrow after the Sabbath during the Feast of Unleavened Bread, 

John 20:16-19.  Now we do not have to rely on oral tradition to 

understand the proper Wavesheaf Day.  The New Testament is the 

key to the Old Testament.  God's Word is one, and His Spirit 

allows us to fit it all together. 

 

One Wavesheaf or Many? 

 

 Mr. Coulter, along with advocates of a Sivan 6 Pentecost, 

would have us believe that there was only one wavesheaf offering 

for the whole nation of Israel.  A reading of Leviticus 23:9-14 

precludes such an interpretation.  The truth is that each 

faithful Israelite was to bring a sheaf of his harvest on 

Wavesheaf Sunday.  The Eternal spoke to Moses, and told him to 

speak to the children of Israel.  Moses was to tell them that 

when they came into the promised land and reaped the harvest, 

they were to bring a sheaf (Hebrew omer) to the priest.  The 

priest would wave the sheaf before the Eternal to be accepted for 

the Israelite who brought of his harvest.  There was a required 

burnt, meal, and drink, offering with the wavesheaf.  The 

Israelite could eat none of his new harvest until he brought the 

wavesheaf offering. 

 Who were the farmers in Israel who reaped a harvest?  Not 

the Levites and priests, but the other tribes of Israel.  Just as 

the individual Israelites were to eat unleavened bread seven 

days, verse 6, so the individual Israelites were to bring a 

wavesheaf, to the priest who waved it.  The priest was not to 

bring the wavesheaf to himself to wave! 

 When the Eternal wanted Israel to have one representative 

sacrifice for the whole nation, He made it very clear.  An 

example is the two goats offered on the Day of Atonement in 

Leviticus 16:5-8, 29,  where the Eternal specified that Aaron the 

priest was to take two goats from the congregation of the 

children of Israel.  There is no such indication in Leviticus 

23:9-14.  Therefore, we must conclude that the wavesheaf offering 

was an individual responsibility. 

 Exodus 23:19 refers to the first of the firstfruits brought 

to the house of the Lord.  Since it came from the very beginning 

of the harvest, the wavesheaf can be called the first of the 

firstfruits.  Comparing Exodus 23:14-19; 34:22-26; Leviticus 

23:10-11; Deuteronomy 18:4, 26:1-11; II Chronicles 31:5; Nehemiah 

10:37, 12:44; Proverbs 3:9; Ezekiel 20:40, 44:30 

 The sheaf of the wavesheaf offering is from the Hebrew 

omer, Strong's #6016.  During the years in the wilderness, every 

Israelite was to gather an omer of manna each day for himself, 

Exodus 16:16, except on Friday, when he was to gather twice as 



much,  verse 22.  On the weekly Sabbath, nobody was to gather 

manna.  An omer has been estimated to be five to seven pints, or 

others say, a little over two quarts.  It was not merely a 

handful, it was a basketful.  Just as every man was to gather an 

omer of manna in the wilderness, so likewise, when Israel entered 

the promised land, every man was to bring an omer of his harvest 

to the priest.  The omer is symbolic of a man's daily bread, Job 

24:10. 

 

An Unscriptural Wavesheaf Offering 

 

 Instead of following the Almighty's instructions, Israel 

perverted God's ways continually.  The Pharisees especially 

corrupted the scriptures by substituting one wavesheaf for all 

Israel in place of the individual wavesheaves.  Furthermore, they 

cut their one wavesheaf just as Nisan 15 was ending.  Alfred 

Edersheim, in his book The Temple, page 258, records their 

practice: 

 

When the time for cutting the sheaf had arrived, that is, on the 

evening of the 15th of Nisan (even though it were a Sabbath), 

just as the sun went down, three men, each with a sickle and a 

basket, formally set to work.   . . . they first asked of the 

bystanders three times each of these questions:  Has the sun gone 

down?'  With this sickle?'  Into this basket?'  On this Sabbath . 

. . ?'  Shall I reap?' 

 

 These questions and Edersheim's comments clearly indicate 

that this "harvest" began when the Holy Day, Nisan 15, was not 

quite over.  This practice is wrong for several reasons.  A 

harvest never begins at sundown.  The Almighty never instructs 

His people to begin a harvest at sundown, much less gather their 

sickles on a Holy Day and march out to the field to start work at 

sundown.  As we have seen, the individual Israelite was to bring 

an omer from his own harvest and bring it to the priest to be 

offered for himself.  Finally, Leviticus 23:9-14 does not specify 

a time for the cutting of the wavesheaf.  It only says to offer 

the wavesheaf on the morrow after the Sabbath.  More on this 

later. 

 Now why did the Pharisees institute such an unscriptural 

practice?  The main reason was to justify their Sivan 6 

Pentecost.  They quickly reaped and offered a counterfeit 

wavesheaf in order to support Nisan 16 being a fixed Wavesheaf 

Day.  They taught against the individual offering his own 

wavesheaf, to make themselves exalted.  "Day One" of the count to 

Pentecost is counted when the day is completed.  The beginning of 

Nisan 16 cutting of the wavesheaf, which is contrary to 

scripture, led to the Pharisees counting the first day as Nisan 

16 began, rather than when it ended.  The Almighty counts days 

when they end:  "And the evening and the morning were the first 

day," Genesis 1:5. 

 



Cutting of the Wavesheaf 

 

 Scripture is silent on when an individual would cut his own 

wavesheaf.  During the time of Christ, the average Israelite 

lived outside the environs of Jerusalem, and traveled on an 

annual pilgrimage to attend the Passover and Feast of Unleavened 

Bread in Jerusalem.  For those in Galilee, it took three days or 

more to travel to the Feast.  It is obvious that such Israelites 

would cut their wavesheaf before they left their homes, and take 

the omer with them to the Feast.  They didn't eat any of their 

new harvest for themselves until the wavesheaf offering was 

completed. 

 The Messiah, as we know, ate His last Passover meal with 

the disciples on a Tuesday night, was crucified on a Wednesday, 

and put into the tomb just before the end of Nisan 14, as the 

Holy Day was approaching.  He was in the grave for exactly three 

days and three nights, and was resurrected at the end of the 

Sabbath, just before the beginning of the first day of the week.  

On Nisan 16, which was on a Friday that year, the Saviour was 

still in the grave, the whole day.  In opposition to the claims 

of Sivan 6 advocates, no prophetic events were fulfilled on Nisan 

16!  But on Nisan 18, Wavesheaf Sunday that year, the resurrected 

Savior ascended to His Heavenly Father as the spiritual type of 

the wavesheaf, to be accepted as our wavesheaf before God.  This 

is concrete proof that Sivan 6 Pentecost advocates are wrong. 

 There are some who believe, falsely, that the Messiah was 

crucified on a year when Passover was on a Friday, and 

resurrected on Easter Sunday, in spite of the fact that you 

cannot get three days and three nights from Good Friday to Easter 

Sunday, Matthew 12:40.  Believe it or not, even some Sabbath-

keepers adhere to this erroneous teaching. 

 In an effort to support a Sunday Pentecost, some have 

followed the Sadducees (also known as Boethusians, or temple 

priests).  Like the Pharisees, the Sadducees believed in one 

representative wavesheaf.  The Sadducees cut their wavesheaf at 

the close of the Sabbath during the Feast of Unleavened bread and 

the beginning of the first day of the week (see Menahoth, Soncino 

ed., page 389).  Dr. J. van Goudoever's Biblical Calendars, page 

18, states, "The Boethusians reaped [the firstfruits sheaf] at 

the going out of the Sabbath."  Moses Maimonides' Temple Service, 

page 280, gives additional information.  Cuttings began on the 

Sabbath, and continued over into the first day of the week, when 

the bulk of the work was done.  In the case of both the Pharisees 

and the Sadducees, this one representative wavesheaf offering cut 

at the wrong time demonstrates their departure from the Eternal, 

and helps explain why they did not accept Him as the Messiah. 

 Since 1978, the Worldwide Church of God has taught that 

Jesus' resurrection was on a Sunday.  More on this later.  When 

Passover is on a Friday, Wavesheaf Sunday falls on Nisan 16.  So 

with a slight of hand, one can teach a Friday crucifixion, a 

Sunday resurrection, and a Sivan 6 Pentecost all at the same 

time! 



 

Cutting of Wavesheaf Begins Harvest 

 

 Some would have us believe that the cutting of the 

wavesheaf represents the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  This is a 

forced interpretation not supported by scriptural evidence.  If 

you cut a sheaf of grain, what happens?  Cut off from its roots 

to the earth, the barley plant dies.  Cutting the wavesheaf 

signifies the death of the Messiah for our sins.  He was slain 

from the foundation of the world.  When the individual cut the 

wavesheaf, he signified his acceptance of the sacrifice of the 

Messiah for his sins.  It is a personal matter between the 

individual and his Heavenly Father.  No one else can figuratively 

cut your wavesheaf for you.  That is why the scriptures are clear 

that the individual is to bring the first of the firstfruits, the 

wavesheaf, to the house of the Eternal, Exodus 23:19, 34:26; 

Nehemiah 10:35; Ezekiel 44:30. 

 Prior to the 1970's doctrinal changes, the Worldwide Church 

of God taught that the wavesheaf represented the resurrected 

Christ being accepted by His Father in Heaven.  Then the teaching 

was changed.  From at least 1978, it was taught that the 

wavesheaf represented the resurrection.  I believe that this 

doctrinal change opens the door for a total repudiation of the 

Sabbath.  Remember, Sunday-keeping entered the Christian Church 

because of the false teaching that the Messiah was resurrected on 

the first day of the week, and that Pentecost was on Sunday. 

 Some believe that a harvest is a type of a resurrection to 

eternal life, birth into the Kingdom of God.  While the 

resurrection is the end result of the Almighty's spiritual 

harvest, it is not correct to say that the harvest, of itself, is 

a type of the resurrection.  Let's look at the scriptures. 

 In John 4:35-36, Jesus said, "Say not ye, There are yet 

four months [four months from Pentecost is the Feast of 

Tabernacles], and then cometh harvest?  behold, I say unto you, 

Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white 

ready to harvest.  And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and 

gathereth fruit unto life eternal:  that both he that soweth and 

he that reapeth may rejoice together."  Jesus went on to say that 

He was sending His disciples to reap the results of other men 

sowing the truth [such as John the Baptist].  Here, the harvest 

clearly signifies the baptism and conversion of many of God's 

people at that time.  They were not resurrected to eternal life 

at that time; yet they were "reaped" for God.  The harvest of God 

concludes with the resurrection to eternal life, it does not 

begin with the resurrection. 

 In Matthew 9:37-38, Jesus demonstrated His compassion for 

the shepherd-less, scattered Israelites by telling His disciples, 

"The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;  Pray 

ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth 

labourers into his harvest."  This harvest of souls was going on 

then, in the First Century A.D.  God's harvest continues to our 

time.  It includes much more than the final resurrection, and 



mainly concerns the removal of chaff from the minds and hearts of 

mankind.  That is why scriptures concerning the spiritual meaning 

of the harvest emphasize the judgment Christ will administer. 

 The judgment aspect of the harvest is shown in the Parable 

of the Wheat and the Tares, found in Matthew 13:24-30,  "The 

kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in 

his field:  But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares 

among the wheat . . . .  Let both grow together until the 

harvest:  and in the time of the harvest I will say to the 

reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in 

bundles to burn them:  but gather the wheat into my barn."  The 

disciples were curious as to the meaning of this important 

parable.  So Jesus explained the meaning in verses 36-43, "He 

that sowed the good seed is the Son of man; The Field is the 

world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the 

tares are the children of the wicked one; The enemy that sowed 

them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the 

reapers are the angels."   

 What actually goes on at this harvest at the end of the 

world?  There are two "reapings" of this harvest, one of wicked 

and the other of the just.  First, the tares, children of Satan, 

are bound up to be burned.  Then, the children of the kingdom are 

reaped and safely deposited in the protection of God's barn.  

Jesus did not define what the barn represents.  Perhaps it is the 

place of safety.  The righteous do not shine forth as the sun 

until the establishment of God's kingdom.  In speaking of the 

baptism of fire, John the Baptist said that the Messiah will 

thoroughly purge his threshing floor.  The wheat will be gathered 

into the garner, but the chaff will be burned up, Matthew 3:11-

12.  Thus the important parable of the wheat and tares concerns 

the sifting out judgment of the Messiah.  We all have "tares" and 

"chaff" amongst us.  Nothing but the wheat shall remain at end of 

the harvest. 

 Revelation 14:12-20 gives us more information on the end 

time harvest.  Here, the order is reversed from Matthew 13.  The 

first reaping is of the righteous, those who will die in the Lord 

during the end time, Revelation 14:12-16.  These faithful martyrs 

will be gathered into God's barn.  Then, verses 17-20 describe 

another reaping with another sickle, of which we should not 

receive.  The wicked rebellious people who have the mark of the 

beast are likened to grapes ripe for the harvest of God's wrath.  

They are put to death in a bloodbath.  Far from representing a 

resurrection, the Parable of the Wheat and Tares and the end time 

harvest prophecy of Revelation represent the judgment of God.  

Could Pentecost relate to the end time harvest?  May we all get 

the tares and chaff out of our lives! 

 

Sunday Resurrection 

and Sunday Pentecost 

 

 To illustrate the bizarre nature of the effect of tares in 

the Church of God, I relate the history of a doctrinal perversion 



that few know about.  If I did not have the facts, I would not 

believe this had occurred. 

 In 1974, when the Worldwide Church of God changed Pentecost 

from Monday to Sunday, they published a paper called Pentecost 

Study Material.  Although I did not "catch it" at the time, the 

paper stated that the Church now believed that the resurrection 

was on Sunday.  In fact, a Sunday resurrection was used as a 

major proof that Pentecost was on Sunday.  Pages 42-43 of 

Pentecost Study Material state: 

 

If He [Christ] was seen of them 40 days' and if He was seen of 

them on SUNDAY, first (day) of the week, then Luke's 50th day' 

(Greek Pentecostes) seems to mean 50 days after His resurrection, 

or 50 days after His first ascension to be accepted of the 

Father.  Then that 50th day has to be SUNDAY! . . . Luke's 

Pentecost was literally the fiftieth day since Christ's 

resurrection! 

 

 Did you see it?  The resurrection of Christ and his 

ascension to Heaven are held to be on the same day of the week, 

Sunday!  On page 75, the paper cites a number of religious 

encyclopedias to demonstrate a Sunday Pentecost tradition: 

 

Whitsunday, OR PENTECOST, a feast of the universal Church which 

commemorates the Descent of the Holy Ghost upon the Apostles, 

fifty days after the Resurrection of Christ, on the ancient 

Jewish festival called the feast of weeks' or Pentecost . . . . 

Catholic Encyclopedia, 1911 ed., Vol. XV, Whitsunday.' 

 

 Most people in the Worldwide Church of God, like myself, 

did not see in 1974 that the Church had changed its teaching 

relative to the day of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Yet in 

1974, the Church had changed its teaching from a Sabbath 

resurrection to a Sunday resurrection. 

 Dr. Herman L. Hoeh, the Church's renowned scholar, in a 

June 9, 1978, Bible Study in Pasadena, clearly said, "We might as 

well face it, -- that the resurrection occurred minutes following 

the close of the Sabbath -- Saturday night, when the wavesheaf 

was [supposedly] cut."  Richard Ames, on the World Tomorrow 

television program of April 15, 1990, said, "That Saturday 

evening, just after sunset, then, Jesus rose from the tomb . . . 

."  The program has been broadcast more than once. 

 Most members of the Worldwide Church of God do not know 

that their Church teaches that Jesus rose on the first day of the 

week! 

 Not one of the several catalogs of the many doctrinal 

changes of the Worldwide Church of God shows that the WWC, since 

1974, has taught that the resurrection of Christ was on the first 

day of the week. 

 Of course, the WWC thinks they have an out.  They have 

reinterpreted the beginning of a day from the Biblical sunset to 

dark.  In other words the Worldwide Church of God believes that 



the Sabbath begins and ends at dark, not sunset.  (See our 

article in Biblical Holy Days, "When Does Your Sabbath Begin?" 

which refutes this error.) 

 Now, why did the Church conclude that the resurrection of 

our Savior was actually after sunset of Saturday evening?  

Because they believe, contrary to Scripture, that the Sadducees 

were correct in cutting one wavesheaf for all Israel at the end 

of the Sabbath during the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  And, to 

support their Sunday Pentecost belief, they assert that the 

cutting of the wavesheaf represents the resurrection of our 

Savior.  Scripture actually indicates that the individual 

Israelite was to cut his own wavesheaf to bring to the priest, 

Leviticus 23:10-11.  However, Herman Hoeh reported in 1978: 

 

What we have is not the old saying that  I used to have to use, 

that the wave sheaf represents the resurrected Christ, but it 

represents the resurrection!  This is the prophesied resurrection 

that we have never seen in the ceremonies of the law.  And was 

properly done in Jewish tradition (pages 506-7 of the Mishnah) -- 

it was a rule that it should be reaped by night, at the very 

beginning minutes [of Sunday], so there would be no delay in 

preparing it, and then the next morning, it was waved . . . .  

The resurrection occurred when that wave sheaf was cut, ascension 

occurred when it was waved before the alter -- and the Holy 

Spirit came on the same day of the year -- Pentecost -- that the 

law of God was first given to define what human character, in 

this broad expanse should be (June 9, 1978, sermon in Pasadena, 

California). 

 

 What is wrong with this picture?  Jesus Christ was exactly 

three days and three nights in the grave, Matthew 12:40.  

Seventy-two hours from late Wednesday when Joseph of Arimathaea 

and Nicodemas put Him in the tomb, brings us to late Sabbath.  

Jesus was resurrected late on the Sabbath, not after sundown on 

the beginning of the first day of the week. 

 Now before 1974, why did Herman Hoeh "have to use" the "old 

saying" that the wavesheaf represents the resurrected Christ?  

Because Herbert Armstrong, founder of the Worldwide Church of 

God, taught this.  By 1978, when Armstrong was old, Hoeh could 

then proclaim his own deviant beliefs.  In the summer of 1927, 

shortly after his baptism, Herbert Armstrong learned the 

"shocking truth" that the resurrection of Christ did not occur on 

Sunday.  Instead, he discovered from the Bible that "The 

resurrection was late Sabbath afternoon, just prior to sunset" 

(Autobiography of Herbert W. Armstrong, page 326, 1967 edition).  

His early article, "Does Easter Really Commemorate the 

Resurrection?" shows that the foundation for Sunday sacredness 

crumbles.  But Armstrong's teachings have now been turned upside 

down. 

 The 1974 heresy of a first day resurrection is being 

reiterated today, but almost no one realizes it.  The February, 

1993, Plain Truth magazine, page 23, says, "Applied to Jesus, the 



sign of Jonah was the resurrection, proof that Jesus was the 

Christ."  Not the time period involved, but the resurrection 

itself!  The May/June 1993, issue says, 

 

Traditionally, . . . Christians throughout the world celebrate 

Easter in remembrance of Jesus' resurrection.  The Christian 

Easter season continues to Pentecost, which commemorates the 

coming of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles and Jesus' other 

followers. . . . [Christ's resurrection was] about three days 

after Jesus' burial . . . (pages 7-8). 

 

 It was only one left turn, and see the results.  Satan came 

and sowed his tares, and they are growing along side God's 

people.  The most shocking part of the whole episode is that so 

few in the Church noticed.  One of our correspondents in Ohio, 

however, did notice.  And, in 1983, when she quoted Dr. Hoeh's 

1978 sermon to her local Worldwide Church minister in Cincinnati, 

he flew into a rage and said Dr. Hoeh never said such a thing, 

and disfellowshipped her on the spot.  Denial will never cover up 

heresy (tares). 

 And so, tares continue to grow among the Church of God, 

until the judgment at the return of Christ, when they will be 

burned.  I Corinthians 3:11-15 shows that false works will be 

"revealed by fire," destroyed in the Day of Judgment. 

 

Two Kinds of Unleavened Bread 

 

 There are at least two different meanings for unleavened 

bread.  The first meaning relates to Passover, and the second 

relates to the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 

 The unleavened bread we eat at the Passover meal represents 

the body of the Messiah, which was broken for us.  With His 

stripes, we are healed, I Peter 2:21-25.  This type of unleavened 

bread is eaten only on the fourteenth day of the first month at 

the annual Passover ceremony. 

 The unleavened bread we eat for seven days during the Feast 

of Unleavened Bread represents sincerity and truth, a righteous 

life which comes by the Spirit of Christ living in us, I 

Corinthians 5:7-8.  The emphasis is not on the sacrifice of the 

Savior, but living a pure life by His power within us.  The 

number seven represents perfection, and for seven full days we 

are to eat this kind of unleavened bread, symbolizing perfection, 

complete Truth. 

 Merging the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread into 

one eight-day festival, confuses the meaning of both.  Although 

the composition of the unleavened Passover bread and the 

unleavened festival bread is the same, the spiritual meaning of 

the two is dramatically different. 

 

Does Change Depend on Scholarship? 

 



 I believe that God allowed the 1974 Worldwide Church of God 

Pentecost change to occur during a year when Passover fell on a 

weekly Sabbath for a very important reason.  The unjustified 

moving of Pentecost a week early should have been a "red warning 

flag" to those spiritually awake, that the change of Pentecost 

from Monday to Sunday was wrong.  It is much easier to disprove a 

Nisan 15 Wavesheaf Sunday, than it is to decide whether Pentecost 

is on Monday, Sunday, or Sivan 6 or 7 or 13 or 14. 

 And now, many years later, it is not too late to wake up.  

We have been asleep at the switch.  Now is high time to be awake 

for the Almighty and not be duped by deceivers.  The October 25, 

1975, Ministerial Bulletin of the Worldwide Church of God states:  

"Our basic understanding [on Pentecost and Divorce and 

Remarriage] depends on scholarship." 

 However, the Bible states that the Almighty's Truth is 

revealed and unchanging, and that scholars are often fools, 

Malachi 3:6; I Corinthians 1:20, 2:9-16. What an indictment 

against the "scholarship" of 1974, that Fred Coulter in 1994 

makes no mention of the half-baked ideas contained in the WWC's 

Pentecost Study Material.  He had to come up with new half-baked 

ideas of his own.  God has not abandoned the little old widow who 

is not a Bible scholar.  Keep seven, not eight, days of 

unleavened bread.  Count fifty, not forty-nine, days to 

Pentecost.  You do not have to be a "scholar" to understand these 

simple Biblical instructions.  All that is required is a ready 

mind and God's revelation. 

 The evidence is overwhelming.  The count for Pentecost 

begins on the Sunday following the Sabbath during the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread.  The Feast of Unleavened Bread is a seven-day 

festival from Abib (Nisan) 15-21.  When the Passover falls on the 

weekly Sabbath, Nisan 22 is Wavesheaf Sunday.  In 1994, Wavesheaf 

Sunday was April 3, not March 27.  There is no Bible 

authorization for keeping Pentecost a week earlier than it should 

be.ê 

 

 

Pentecost Quiz 

 

 

Answers to the following quiz are at the end of this section. 

 

Matching -- Pentecost (Feast of Weeks) 

 

 1. count 

 2. Ethiopian Falashas 

 3. firstfruits 

 4. Jubilee 

 5. morrow after Sabbath 

 6. Pentecost 

 7. Pharisees 

 8. Psalm 68 

 9. Sadducees 



 10. Ten Commandments 

 11. two wave loaves 

 12. Wavesheaf Sunday 

 13. week 

 14. Weeks 

 15. Whitsunday 

__ a. Hebrew bikkuwr, Lev. 23:17; re'shiyth, Lev. 23:10, 

Greek aparche, I Cor. 15:23 

__ b. shebuah or shabua, Dan. 9:27 

__ c. Shavuoth or Shabu'ot, Dt. 16:9 

__ d. began Pentecost count on Nisan 22 

__ e. Sunday Pentecost 

__ f. Sivan 6 Pentecost 

__ g. counterfeit Christian Pentecost 

__ h. "Pentecost Anthem" 

__ i. mi-mohorat ha-Shabbat, Lev. 23:15 

__ j. baked with leaven, Lev. 23:17 

__ k. given near Pentecost, Exodus 19 

__ l. caphar, or shaphar, Lev. 23:15-16 

__ m. Easter a counterfeit of this day __ n. Count 50 

days, then observe it 

__ o. Count 49 years, then observe it 

 

 

 

Fill in the Blanks 

 

1. "And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the 

_______, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the ____ 

________; seven sabbaths shall be ________:  Even unto the morrow 

after the seventh _______ shall ye number _____ ____; and ye 

shall offer a new meat offering unto the LORD,"  Leviticus 23:15-

16. 

 

2. "And when the day of Pentecost was _____ come, they were 

all with one ______ in one place," Acts 2:1. 

 

3. On the Feast of Pentecost, Peter admonished the people to 

"______, and be ________ every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the _________ of sins, and ye shall receive the gift 

of the ____ ______,"  Acts 2:38. 

 

4. The Holy Spirit is "given to them that ____ Him,"  Acts 

5:32. 

 

5. "For as many as are ___ by the Spirit of God, they are the 

____ of God,"  Romans 8:14. 

 

6. "Howbeit when he [it], the Spirit of truth, is come, he 

[it] will guide you into all _____, . . . "  John 16:13. 

 



7. "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, . . . the things which 

God hath prepared for them that ____ him.  But God hath revealed 

them unto us by his ______ . . . " I Corinthians 2:9-10. 

 

8. "For God hath not given us the spirit of ____; but of 

_____, and of ____, and of a _____ mind,"  II Timothy 1:7. 

 

 

General Questions 

 

On a separate sheet of paper, give your answers to these 

questions: 

 

1. Give the Biblical names for the festival of Pentecost.  

Exodus 23:16, 34:22, Numbers 28:26, Deuteronomy 16:9-12,16, II 

Chronicles 8:13, Acts 2:1, 20:16.  What additional name do the 

Jews give to it?   

 

2. Which Bible portions do Jews read on the Feast of Weeks? 

 

3. Leviticus 23:15-16 says to count fifty days from the day of 

the Wavesheaf Offering to the Feast of Weeks.  Deuteronomy 16:9-

12 says to number seven weeks from the time of putting your 

sickle to the corn.  How can you reconcile these seemingly 

contradictory scriptures? 

 

4. The Feast of Weeks, or Pentecost, is one of three times a 

year to keep a feast (Hebrew chag).  What does this mean? 

 

5. What does it mean to "tarry" for Pentecost?  Luke 24:49, 

Acts 1:4 

 

6. What are nine evidences of the fruit of the Holy Spirit?  

Galatians 5:22-23 

 

7. Why is the date of the Hebrew Calendar Adjustment, 161  

A.D., significant regarding the correct day of Pentecost? 

 

8. What are two reasons given by the Catholic Church for their 

change of the Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday? 

 

9. What do the following all have in common?  Jesus, the 

144,000, those led by the Holy Spirit, Israel, things holy to the 

Eternal, way to honor God from your increase, associated with the 

tithes, a reminder of the exodus and entrance into the Promised 

Land, given to the Priests, given to Elisha to feed one hundred 

men, first converts from a new church district.  I Corinthians 

15:20-23; Revelation 14:1, 4; Romans 8:14, 23; Jeremiah 2:3 

(JPS); Ezekiel 20:40, 48:14; Proverbs 3:9-10; Nehemiah 10:37, 

12:44; Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Numbers 18:12; II Chronicles 31:5; II 

Kings 4:42, 44; Romans 16:5' I Corinthians 16:15. 

 



10. What is the relationship of Pentecost to marriage? 

 

11. How do Psalm 68 and Habakkuk 3 give a Pentecost message? 

 

12. What does "speaking in tongues" mean?  Is speaking in 

tongues a necessary evidence of receipt of the Holy Spirit?  Acts 

2:1-20, I Corinthians 14. 

 

13.  What are the different kinds of spiritual gifts?  I 

Corinthians 12.  What is the greatest spiritual gift?  

 

 

 

ANSWERS 

 

 

Matching -- Pentecost (Feast of Weeks):  3a, 13b, 14c, 2d, 9e, 

7f, 15g, 8h, 5i, 11j, 10k, 1l, 12m, 6n 4o. 

 

 

Fill in the Blanks: 

1. Sabbath, wave offering, complete, Sabbath, fifty days; 

2. fully, accord; 

3. repent, baptized, remission, Holy Spirit; 

4. obey; 

5. led, sons; 

6. truth; 

7. love, Spirit; 

8. fear, power, love, sound. 

 

 

General Questions: 

1. Feast of Harvest, Feast of Weeks, Firstfruits of Wheat 

Harvest, Day of Firstfruits, Day of Pentecost; atzeret (closing 

day) of the Passover season 

2. Ruth, Exodus, Psalms 42-72, Ezekiel 1, Habakkuk 3 

3. Deuteronomy 16 is emphasizing the "wheres" as far as the 

festivals, and does not give specific "whens."  In Deuteronomy 

16, the word for "weeks" is shavuoth, while the word for 

"sabbaths" in Leviticus 23 is shabbath.  "Putting the sickle to 

the corn" is harvesting for oneself, Deuteronomy 23:24-25, which 

would be the day after Wavesheaf Offering day.  Therefore, the 

count in Leviticus 23 begins with Wavesheaf Sunday, for 50 full 

days, and the count in Deuteronomy, if it is intended to 

specifically tell us how to count, begins with the first full day 

of personal harvest, the day after Wavesheaf Sunday.  Both counts 

expire at the end of a Sunday, making Pentecost on Monday. 

4. Pentecost is a Pilgrimage Feast.  We need to assemble with 

God's people for worship, if at all possible. 

5. To wait patiently, sit down and be taught, have an intimate 

relationship with the Heavenly Father, worship and pray with 

others. 



6. Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 

faith, meekness, temperance. 

7. The Hebrew Calendar year is six minutes longer than the 

astronomical year, and must be adjusted every several thousand 

years.  Pentecost must occur in the spring, not the summer.  The 

adjustment made by the Patriarch Simon III in 161 A.D. was based 

on a Monday Pentecost.  If those in charge of the calendar had 

believed in a Sunday or Sivan 6 Pentecost, the calendar 

adjustment would not have been necessary until at least the 

fourth century, A.D.  

8. Their belief that (1) Christ rose from the dead on Sunday 

and (2) the Holy Spirit was given to the Apostles on Sunday. 

9. They are all called "firstfruits" by the Bible.  

10. The Ten Commandments were given during the Pentecost 

season, Exodus 19-20, sealed with the "wedding ceremony" of the 

Old Covenant agreement, Exodus 24.  Old Testament Israel was 

figuratively "married" to the Eternal at Pentecost (see Jeremiah 

3, Ezekiel 16).  The New Testament Church was founded on 

Pentecost, Acts 2, and became the espoused bride of the Messiah, 

Revelation 19:7-9, Matthew 22, 25:1.  The purpose of the human 

marriage relationship is to teach us to be faithful to the 

Messiah for all eternity, with no divorce ever, Ephesians 5, 

Romans 7:1-4, I Corinthians 7:39.  Just as physical intercourse 

between a lawfully wedded couple faithful to each other makes 

them "one flesh," so the Holy Spirit producing fruits in our 

lives, and us living exclusively for the Eternal, makes us "one 

spirit" with God, preparing us to be resurrected as the 

firstfruits unto Him.  Pentecost and marital faithfulness are 

inseparable doctrines! 

11. Psalm 68 is in the "Book II" section (Psalm 42-72) of 

Psalms, which corresponds to the Book of Ruth, the "Pentecost 

Book."  Psalm 68 shows the power of God, as expressed when He 

came down on Sinai.  Verse 35 concludes that it is God alone who 

gives strength and power to His people.  Habakkuk 3 describes the 

power of God for the salvation of His people, and concludes that 

God is our strength. Both show the destruction of the wicked, "as 

smoke is driven away," Psalm 68:2.  Pentecost brings us into the 

presence of God, and only He is the source of our power and 

strength, the Holy Spirit. 

12. "Speaking in tongues" means to speak in one language, and 

be instantly understood in many languages, Acts 2:4-12.  Speaking 

in tongues is not speaking in gibberish so nobody can understand.  

All do not speak in tongues, I Corinthians 12:29-30.  When the 

Eternal wants to give the gift of speaking in tongues for His 

work's sake, He will! 

13. Spiritual gifts listed are:  word of wisdom, word of 

knowledge, faith, healing, working of miracles, prophecy, 

discerning of spirits, different languages, interpretation of 

languages, I Corinthians 12:7-10.  These gifts can accompany the 

offices of apostles, prophets, teachers, miracles, healings, 

helps, governments, different kinds of languages, I Corinthians 

12:28.  The greatest spiritual gift is love (charity), I 



Corinthians 13:13.  Everyone who has the Holy Spirit has one or 

more spiritual gifts, I Corinthians 12:7,11.  Are you using your 

spiritual gifts for His service?ê_ 
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Introduction 

 

Section Five of Biblical Holy Days covers the Day of Trumpets, 

the only New Moon which  is also a Holy Day.  Our purpose is to 



provide resource material and in-depth instruction for those who 

already observe these sacred times.  
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Day of Trumpets 1 

Trumpets scriptures in the Old and New Testaments. History and 

traditions of Trumpets observance.  Why the time between Trumpets 

and Atonement is called the "Days of Awe."  Day of Trumpets is a 

solemn time of covenant renewal. 

 

Day of Trumpets and Revelation 12 

We need the Kingdom of God, the establishment of which is 

pictured by the Day of Trumpets. 

 

Trumpets Quiz 14 

 

 

 

D A Y   O F   T R U M P E T S 

 

  Day of Blowing Trumpets Yom Shofar 

  Divine Appointment  Moed 

  Sabbath    Shabbat 

  An Holy Convocation  Mikra Kodesh 

  Memorial    Zikrown 

  The New Moon   Chodesh 

 

Rosh Hashana, "Head of the Year," Birthday of the World, First of 

Civil Year, A New Beginning, Tithing New Year for Livestock and 

Vegetables, The Day of Remembrance, Start of Ten Days of 

Repentance, Year of Release and Jubile, Time of Paying Tithes, 

Days of Awe, Days of Return, Reading and Expounding Book of the 

Law, Time to Bend the Knee, Time for Fasting and Repentance, Day 

of YHVH, Judgment Day, Resurrection Day, Regathering of Israel,

 Assembling Israel for Meeting, For War, Crowning of the 

King of Kings, Return of Messiah to Rule World 

 

The Day of Trumpets is the first day of the seventh month, and 

can never fall on first, fourth and sixth days of the week. 

 

Isaiah 55:6, "Seek ye the LORD while He may be found, call ye 

upon Him while He is near." 

 

I Thessalonians 4:16-17, "For the Lord Himself shall descend from 

Heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 

the trump of God: and the the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together 



with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so 

shall we ever be with the Lord." 

 

Zechariah 14:4, 9, "And His feet shall stand in that day upon the 

mount of Olives . . . .  And the LORD shall be King over all the 

earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and His name one." 

 

I Corinthians 15:51-52, "Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall 

not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the 

twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall 

sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 

be changed." 

 

Revelation 11:15, "The kingdoms of this world are become the 

kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ; and He shall reign for 

ever and ever." 

 

 

The Day of Trumpets 

 

Day of Trumpets Is a Memorial 

of Blowing of Trumpets 

 

 Leviticus 23:24-25, In the seventh month, in the first day 

of the month, shall ye have a sabbath [Jewish translation, "shall 

be a solemn rest unto you"], a memorial of blowing of trumpets, 

an holy convocation.  Ye shall do no servile work therein: but ye 

shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD. 

 Numbers 29:1-6, And in the seventh month, on the first day 

of the month, ye shall have an holy convocation; ye shall do no 

servile work: it is a day of blowing the trumpets unto you. And 

ye shall offer a burnt offering for a sweet savor unto the LORD; 

one young bullock, one ram, and seven lambs of the first  year  

without  blemish;  And  their  meat offering . . . .  And one kid 

of the goats for a sin offering, to make an atonement for you: 

Beside the burnt offering of the month, [see Numbers 28:11-15] 

and his meat offering, and the daily burnt offering [Numbers 

28:3], and his meat offering, and their drink offerings . . . a 

sacrifice made by fire unto the LORD. 

 

Feast of Ingathering (Tabernacles) and Revolution of Year 

 

 Exodus 23:16-17, . . . and the feast of ingathering which 

is in the end of the year, when thou hast gathered in thy labors 

out of the field. Three times [seasons] in the year all thy males 

shall appear before the Lord God. 

 Exodus 34:22-23, And thou shalt observe the feast of weeks,  

of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the feast of ingathering 

at the year's end [margin: "revolution of the year"]. 

 NOTE:  The Day of Trumpets is the first day of the civil 

year.  That is why Jews call it Rosh Hashana, "head of the  

year."  The Feast of Tabernacles is the end of the sacred year, 



the last of the holy day season.  Trumpets is associated with 

Tabernacles.  Trumpets will become the New Year with the return 

of the Messiah. 

 

Ezra Read Law to the Returning 

Jews From Captivity 

 

 Nehemiah 8:1-12, And all the people gathered themselves 

together as one man into the street that was before the water 

gate; and they spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of 

the law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded to Israel. And 

Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation both of 

men and women, and all that could hear with understanding, upon 

the first day of the seventh month. And he read therein . . . 

from the morning until midday . . . and the ears of all the 

people were attentive unto the book of the law . . . and the 

Levites caused the people to understand the law . . . .  So they 

read in the book in the law of God distinctly [with 

interpretation], and gave the sense, and caused them to 

understand the reading. And Nehemiah . . . and Ezra . . . and the 

Levites that taught the people, said unto all the people, This 

day is Holy unto the LORD your God; mourn not, nor weep. For all 

the people wept, when they heard the words of the law. Then he 

said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, 

and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for 

this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be you sorry; for the joy 

of the LORD is your strength . . . .  Hold your peace, for the 

day is holy; neither be ye grieved. And all the people went their 

way to eat, and to drink, and to send portions, and to make great 

mirth because they had understood the words that were declared 

unto them. 

 

The Day of Trumpets is New Moon, With Blowing of Trumpets 

 

 Numbers 10:10, Also in the day of your gladness, and in 

your solemn days, and in the beginnings of your months, ye shall 

blow with trumpets over your burnt offerings . . . that they may 

be to you for a memorial before your God: I am the LORD your God. 

 Psalm 81:3-4, Blow up the trumpet in the new moon, in the 

time appointed [Hebrew: "at the full moon"], on our solemn feast 

day. For this was a statute for Israel, and a law of the God of 

Jacob. 

 NOTE:  Properly translated, this verse does not show the 

Day of Trumpets is a feast (Hebrew: hag or chag) day.  It is a 

festival (moed), but not a Feast Time (hag) like 

Passover/Unleavened Bread, Pentecost, and Tabernacles. 

 Numbers 28:11,  And in the beginnings of your months ye 

shall offer a burnt offering unto the LORD; two young bullocks, 

and one ram, seven lambs of the first year without spot. 

 

New Moons are one of the Three Types of Sacred Times 

 



 II Chronicles 31:2-3,  And Hezekiah appointed the courses 

of the priests and the Levites . . . [for the service of] [1] the 

sabbaths, and for [2] the new moons, and for [3] the set feasts, 

as it is written in the law of the LORD. 

 Ezekiel 45:17, . . . in the feasts, and in the new moons, 

and in the sabbaths . . . . 

 NOTE:  Since the Day of Trumpets is the only new moon that 

is a holy day, it is also spoken of as "the new moon." 

 Amos 8:4-5,  O ye that swallow up the needy, . . . .  

Saying, When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn? 

and the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat . . . falsifying the 

balances by deceit? 

 Ezekiel 46:1, 6,  The gate of the inner court that looketh 

toward the east shall be shut the six working days; but on the 

sabbath it shall be opened, and in the day of the new moon it 

shall be opened . . . in the day of the new moon . . . . 

 Colossians 2:16, Let no man therefore judge you . . . in 

respect of an holyday, or of the new moon or of the sabbath days. 

 

Trumpets Used to Notify, Warn or Assemble Israel for War 

 

 Numbers 10:2-9,  Make thee two trumpets of silver . . . for 

the calling of the assembly, and for the journeying of the camps. 

And when they shall blow with them, all the assembly shall 

assemble themselves to thee at the door of the tabernacle . . . .  

And if they blow but with one trumpet, then the princes, which 

are heads of the thousands of Israel, shall gather themselves 

unto thee . . . they shall blow an alarm for their journeys . . . 

.  And the sons of Aaron, the priests, shall blow with the 

trumpets; and they shall be to you for an ordinance for ever 

throughout your generations. And if ye go to war in your land 

against the enemy that oppresseth you, then ye shall blow an 

alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the 

LORD your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies. 

 Jeremiah 4:19, My bowels, my bowels! I am pained at my very 

heart . . . the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war. 

 Amos 3:6,  Shall a trumpet be blown in the city, and the 

people not be afraid? 

 Examples of trumpets to call soldiers to battle: (1) 

Phinehas, Numbers 31:6; (2) Ehud, Judges 3:27; (3) Gideon, Judges 

6:34, 7:8-22; (4) Saul, I Samuel 13:3. 

 

Trumpets Used as a Sound 

of Peace, End of Strife 

 

 II Samuel 2:28, So Joab blew a trumpet, and all the people 

stood still, and pursued after Israel no more, neither fought 

they any more. 

 See also 18:16, 20:22. 

 

Trumpets Signified Crowning 

a King, or Revolt 



 

 II Samuel 15:10,  As soon as ye hear the sound of the 

trumpet, then ye shall say, Absalom reigneth in Hebron. 

 II Samuel 20:1, . . . a man of Belial . . . Sheba . . . 

blew a trumpet, and said, We have no part in David . . . every 

man to his tents, O Israel. 

 I Kings 1:34, 39, And let Zadok the priest and Nathan the 

prophet anoint him there king over Israel: and blow ye with the 

trumpet, and say, God save king Solomon . . . .  And Zadok the 

priest took an horn of oil out of the tabernacle, and anointed 

Solomon . . . and all the people said, God save King Solomon. 

 II Kings 9:13,  Then they hasted, and took every man his 

garment, and put it under him on the top of the stairs, and blew 

with trumpets, saying, Jehu is king. 

 II Kings 11:12, 14, . . . they made him [Joash] king, and 

anointed him . . . the king stood by the pillar, as the manner 

was . . . and all the people of the land rejoiced, and blew with 

trumpets . . . . 

 

Trumpet Used in Temple Worship 

 

 Solomon's Temple was dedicated during the feast of the 

seventh month: 

 II Chronicles 5:3, 12-14, 7:6, . . . in the feast which was 

in the seventh month . . . an hundred and twenty priests sounding 

with trumpets: It came even to pass, as the trumpeters and 

singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising 

and thanking the LORD; and when they lifted up their voice with 

the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of musick, and praised 

the LORD, saying, For He is good; for His mercy endureth for 

ever: that then the house was filled with a cloud, even the house 

of the LORD; . . . for the glory of the LORD had filled the house 

of God . . . the priests sounded trumpets before them, and all 

Israel stood. 

 The foundation of the second temple was just after the Day 

of Trumpets. 

 Ezra 3:6, 10, 11,  From the first day of the seventh month 

began they to offer burnt offerings unto the LORD.  But the 

foundation of the temple of the LORD was not yet laid . . . .  

And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the 

LORD, they set the priests in their apparel with trumpets, and 

the Levites the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to praise the LORD, . 

. . they sang together by course in praising and giving thanks 

unto the LORD; because He is good, for His mercy endureth for 

ever toward Israel.  And all the people shouted with a great 

shout, when they praised the LORD, because the foundation of the 

house of the LORD was laid. 

 Trumpets were used in worship, I Chronicles 15:24, 16:42, 

etc. 

 

God's Voice is Full of Awesome Power, Like a Trumpet 

 



 Revelation 1:10-11, I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, 

and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, saying, I am 

Alpha and Omega, the first and the last. 

 Revelation 4:1 . . . a door was opened in Heaven: and the 

first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking 

with me. 

 Psalm 29,  [whole chapter, especially verses 4, 10:] The 

voice of the LORD is powerful [in power]; the voice of the LORD 

is full of majesty [in majesty] . . . .  The LORD sitteth King 

for ever. 

 

God's Trumpet-Like Voice 

at Mt. Sinai 

 

 Exodus 19:16, 19, . . . on the third day in the morning, 

that there were thunders and lightnings . . . and the voice of 

the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in 

the camp trembled . . . .  And when the voice of the trumpet 

sounded long, and waxed louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God 

answered him by a voice. 

 Exodus 20:18,  And all the people saw the thunderings, and 

the lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet . . . they removed, 

and stood afar off. 

 God's presence is far more awesome than even this!  And we 

must listen to what he says, and fear and respect Him! 

 Hebrews 12:18-29,  For ye are not come unto the mount that 

might be touched . . . .  And the sound of the trumpet, and the 

voice of words . . . For they could not endure that which was 

commanded . . . But ye are come unto Mount Sion, and unto the 

city of the living God . . .  See that ye refuse not Him that 

speaketh . . . Whose voice then shook the earth: but now He hath 

promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but 

also heaven . . . .  [Let us therefore] serve God acceptably with 

reverence and godly fear: For our God is a consuming fire. 

 

Day of Trumpets Should Place Us 

in a Reverent Attitude 

 

 Amos 3:6,  Shall a trumpet be blown in the city, and the 

people not be afraid? 

 Psalm 2:11,  Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with 

trembling. 

 Hebrews 10:31,  It is a fearful thing to fall into the 

hands of the living God. 

 

Trumpets and LORD's Judgment Day 

 

 Joel 2:1, 2, 11,  Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an 

alarm in My holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land 

tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand; 

A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick 

darkness . . . .  And the LORD shall utter His voice before His 



army . . . for the day of the LORD is great and very terrible; 

and who can abide it? 

 Zephaniah 1:6-7, 14-18, . . . [I will cut off] them that 

are turned back from the LORD [us, if we fall away]; and those 

that have not sought the LORD, nor inquired for Him. Hold thy 

peace at the presence of the LORD God: for the day of the LORD is 

at hand . . . .  The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, 

and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the LORD: the 

mighty man shall cry there bitterly. That day is a day of wrath, 

a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, 

a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick 

darkness, A day of the trumpet and alarm against  the  fenced  

cities,  and  against the high towers . . . .  Neither their 

silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of 

the LORD's wrath . . . . 

 Psalm 98:6, 9,  With trumpets and sound of cornet make a 

joyful noise before the LORD, the King . . . for He cometh to 

judge the earth: with righteousness shall He judge the world, and 

the people with equity. 

 See also Deuteronomy 32:36. 

 

Message of Day of Trumpets is that We Should Repent 

 

 Joel 2:1, 12-13, Blow ye the trumpet in Zion . . . for the 

day of the LORD cometh . . . .  Therefore also now, saith the 

LORD, turn ye even to Me with all your heart, and with fasting, 

and with weeping, and with mourning. And rend your heart, and not 

your garments, and turn unto the LORD your God . . . . 

 Joel 2:15, 19, 32,  Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a 

fast, call a solemn assembly . . . .  Yea, the LORD will answer . 

. . whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be 

delivered . . . . 

 Zephaniah 1:14, 16; 2:3,  The great day of the LORD is near 

. . . a day of the trumpet . . . .  Seek ye the LORD, . . . it 

may be ye shall be hid in the day of the LORD's anger. 

Christ Comes to Rule Earth 

on the Day of Trumpets 

 

 Psalm 47:5, 7, 8,  God is gone up with a shout, the LORD 

with the sound of a trumpet . . . .  For God is the King of all 

the earth . . . God reigneth over the heathen: God sits upon the 

Throne of His holiness. 

 Zechariah 9:14,  And the LORD shall be seen over them, and 

His arrow shall go forth as the lightning:  and the Lord GOD 

shall blow the trumpet, and shall go with whirlwinds of the 

south. 

 Revelation 11:15,  And the seventh angel sounded [the 

seventh trumpet] . . . The kingdoms of this world are become the 

Kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ; and He shall reign for 

ever and ever. 

 

Righteous Dead Will Be 



Resurrected on Trumpets 

 

 Matthew 24:31,  And He shall send His angels with a great 

sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect from 

the four winds . . . . 

 I Corinthians 15:52,  In a moment, in the twinkling of an 

eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 

shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

 I Thessalonians 4:16-17,  For the Lord Himself shall 

descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 

archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ 

shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be 

caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 

the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

 For the righteous, instead of a day of wrath, the trumpet 

will signify a day of joy. 

 Psalm 89:15,  Blessed is the people that know the joyful 

sound: they shall walk, O LORD, in the light of Thy countenance. 

 Psalm 98:6,  With trumpets and sound of the cornet make a 

joyful noise before the LORD, the King. 

 Message to us on the Day of Trumpets: Better be alive now 

or you will never be resurrected later! 

 Ephesians 5:14-16, Wherefore He saith, Awake thou that 

sleepest, and arise from the dead [Isaiah 26:19 compared with 

Isaiah 27:13], and Christ shall give thee light.  See then that 

ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the 

time, because the days are evil. 

 

Israel To Be Regathered 

at the Sound of the Trumpet 

 

 Isaiah 27:12-13, . . . ye shall be gathered one by one, O 

ye children of Israel. And it shall come to pass in that day, 

that the great trumpet shall be blown, and they shall come which 

were ready to perish in the land of Assyria, and the outcasts in 

the land of Egypt, and shall worship the LORD in the Holy mount 

at Jerusalem. 

 

God's Work Must Warn World With the Voice of a Trumpet 

 

 Isaiah 58:1,  Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like 

a trumpet, and shew my people their transgression, and the house 

of Jacob their sins. 

 This crying like a trumpet must be inspired. 

 Judges 6:34,  But the Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon, 

and he blew a trumpet. 

 God's ministers are like watchmen: 

 Jeremiah 6:17,  Also I set watchmen over you, saying, 

Hearken to the sound of the trumpet. But they said, We will not 

hearken. 

 Ezekiel 33:3-6,  If when he seeth the sword come upon the 

land, he blow the trumpet, and warn the people; Then whosoever 



heareth the sound of the trumpet, and taketh not warning; . . . 

his blood shall be upon his own head . . . .  But if the watchman 

see the sword come, and blow not the trumpet, and the people be 

not warned . . . his blood will I require at the watchman's hand. 

 I Corinthians 14:8,  For if the trumpet give an uncertain 

sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle? 

 Trumpet used to rally God's people: 

 Nehemiah 4:19-20,  [during the rebuilding of the Jerusalem 

wall] . . . The work is great and large, and we are separated on 

the wall, one far from another. In what place therefore ye hear 

the sound of the trumpet, resort ye thither unto us [Nehemiah, 

the leader]: our God shall fight for us. 

Some Keep The New Moon 

and Other Feast Days in Vain 

 

 Mark 7:7,  Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for 

doctrines the commandments of men. 

 Amos 8:4-5, 10-11,  Hear this, O ye that swallow up the 

needy . . . .  Saying, When will the new moon be gone, that we 

may sell corn? And the Sabbath, that we may set forth wheat . . . 

falsifying the balances by deceit? . . . I will turn your feasts 

into mourning . . . and the end thereof as a bitter day. [because 

they do not keep God's feast days and sabbaths with the right 

attitude] Behold, the days come . . . that I will send a famine 

in the land, . . . of hearing the words of the LORD. 

 Hosea 2:8-11,  For she did not know that I gave her corn, 

and wine, and oil, and multiplied her silver and gold, [margin: 

wherewith they made Baal].  Therefore will I return, and take 

away [my blessings] . . . .  I will also cause all her mirth 

[revelry] to cease, her feast days, her new moons, and her 

sabbaths, and all her solemn feasts. 

 Isaiah 1:11-15,  [Jewish translation] To what purpose is 

the multitude of your sacrifices to Me? . . . Bring no more vain 

oblations; It is an offering of abomination unto Me; new moon and 

sabbath, the holding of convocations -- I cannot endure iniquity 

along with the solemn assembly. Your new moons and your appointed 

seasons My soul hates . . . .  And when you spread forth your 

hands,  I will hide My eyes from you . . . your hands are full of 

blood. 

 NOTE: The phrase "your feasts" does not necessarily mean 

that they were keeping days different than God instituted, but 

that they were not "God's feasts" in the sense that they were not 

kept unto the LORD, but for human vanity and pretense. 

 

New Moons Will Be Religiously Observed in the Millennium 

 

 Isaiah 66:23,  And it shall come to pass, that from one new 

moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh 

come to worship before Me, saith the LORD. 

 See also Ezekiel 45:17; 46:3, 6. 

Trumpets, Atonement Closely Related 

 



 Joel 2:15, Blow a trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a 

solemn assembly. [Why? verse 1, the day of the LORD is at hand] 

Blow ye the trumpet in Zion . . . for the day of the LORD cometh, 

for it is nigh at hand. [What should we do because of this 

nearness?, verses 12-13] turn ye even to Me with all your heart, 

and with fasting . . . . 

 Leviticus 25:9,  Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the 

jubile [50th year of release, or liberty, when every man returns 

to his possessions, verse 10] to sound on the tenth day of the 

seventh month, in the day of atonement shall ye make the trumpet 

sound throughout all your land. 

 NOTE:  Christ's coming is likened to a jubilee year, in 

which He releases the world from bondage to Satan.  He comes on 

the last trumpet (Revelation 11:15) so here we see that the 

relation between Trumpets and Atonement demonstrates that one of 

the first things Christ does when He returns is to give liberty 

[jubilee] to the earth. 

 

The Day of Trumpets is a Memorial 

 

 Memorial is from the Hebrew word zikrown, which means 

memorial, record, remembrance.  Passover and Trumpets are both 

Holy Day memorials.  Passover reminds us of Israel's exodus from 

Egypt and the death of the Messiah. Trumpets is a memorial of the 

greatest event in human history: the return of the Messiah to 

establish His kingdom. 

 Exodus 12:14, 13:9,  And this day [Passover] shall be unto 

you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD 

throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an 

ordinance for ever . . . .  And it shall be for a sign unto thee 

upon thine hand, and for a memorial between thine eyes, that the 

LORD's law may be in thy mouth: for with a strong hand hath the 

LORD brought thee out of Egypt. 

 Leviticus 23:24, . . . a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of 

trumpets, an holy convocation. 

 Numbers 10:10,  Also in the day of your gladness, and in 

your solemn days, and in the beginnings of your months, ye shall 

blow with the trumpets over your burnt offerings, and over the 

sacrifices of your peace offerings; that they may be to you for a 

memorial before your God: I am the LORD your God. 

 Joshua 4:7, . . . That the waters of Jordan were cut off 

before the ark of the covenant of the LORD; when it passed over 

Jordan, the waters of Jordan were cut off: and these stones shall 

be for a memorial unto the children of Israel for ever. 

 Malachi 3:16,  Then they that feared the LORD spake often 

one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book 

of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared the 

LORD, and that thought upon His name. 

 

 

DAY OF TRUMPETS 

REFERENCE MATERIAL 



 

Jewish Understanding of 

Day of Trumpets 

 

 Festivals of the Jewish Year, By Theodor H.  Gaster (New 

York, 1953). 

 The Day of Trumpets is also known as Rosh Hashana the 

(civil) New Year, The Day of Remembrance, Judgment Day, and the 

start of the Ten Days of Penitence.  It is a day of remembering 

the beginning of the world, and a commemoration of the dead (who 

will be resurrected on that day).  This is why, with the Day of 

Atonement, the Day of Trumpets is one of the two great solemn 

holydays. New Year's Day is thus a day of judgment and a new 

beginning.  Not merely the anniversary of creation, it is a 

renewal of creation (the time everything will be made new, at the 

Messiah's return). 

 Jews associate with New Year's Day two important Biblical 

events: (1) Abraham's sacrifice of Isaac in obedience to God, and 

the reward God promised him as a result of his faithfulness.  

This incident, by Jewish tradition, took place on Tishri 1.  (2) 

The birth of Samuel was said to have taken place at New Year, and 

Hannah's promise to God and Samuel's miraculous birth are 

recounted by Jews at the Day of Trumpets.  (Trumpets signifies 

our birthday into God's kingdom.) 

 The blowing of the ram's horn -- shofar -- was done not 

only on Tishri 1, but on every new moon.  It recalled the giving 

of the Law at Sinai with the great thunders and trumpet-like 

voice of God, when His covenant was made with Israel (Exodus 

19:16,19; 20:18).  The holy days always look forward, as well as 

backward.  The shofar also points to the day God will intervene 

in world affairs, when "the Lord God shall blow the trumpet, and 

shall go with whirlwinds of the south," Zechariah 9:14, when the 

Last Trump will be blown, the rallying call of Israel in the 

final battle for the Kingdom of God (Zechariah 14). 

 During the time of the Temple, Jewish worship included the 

act of prostration, or kneeling; but Jews are today forbidden to 

kneel in worship except on the Day of Trumpets and the Day of 

Atonement.  Part of the Jewish ceremony is the incantation, "We 

bend the knee . . . and make acknowledgment before the supreme 

King of Kings, the Holy One . . . ." 

 

Trumpets Scripture Readings 

 

 Psalms which begin with "The LORD reigneth," were 

originally designed for recitation at the new year festival.  See 

Psalm 93, 97, and 99. 

 Three types of shofar notes are blown: (1) a short base 

blast ending abruptly, (2) a long resonant blast, and (3) 

"quavers," a series of trills, like a person wailing in distress.  

The shofar is blown at set ways during the Jewish service after 

which various verses are recited: (1) "Kingship verses," to 

celebrate God's kingship, Exodus 15:18; Numbers 23:21; 



Deuteronomy 33:5; Psalm 22:28, 24:7-10, 93:1; Isaiah 44:6; 

Obadiah 1:21; Zechariah 14:9; Deuteronomy 6:4; (2) "Memorial 

verses," Genesis 8:1; Exodus 2:24; Leviticus 26:42; Psalm 111:4, 

5, 106:45; Jeremiah 2:2; Ezekiel 16:60; Jeremiah 31:20; Leviticus 

26:45; and (3) "Shofar verses," Exodus 19:16, 19, 20:18; Psalm 

47:5, 81:3, 98:6, all of Psalm 150; Isaiah 18:3; Zechariah 9:14; 

Numbers 10:10.      

 

Days of Penitence (Repentance) 

 

 Beginning on the Day of Trumpets and ending on the Day of 

Atonement is what Jews call the "Ten Days of Penitence," or "Days 

of Awe," dedicated to the inner cleansing of the man.  They are 

also known as "Days of Return," because we are to examine 

ourselves and return to God. 

 Jewish tradition relates that figuratively, on Trumpets, 

God opens three books: (1) the first containing the names of the 

righteous, who are in the book of life, (2) the second contains 

the names of those irremediably wicked whose fate is death, and 

(3) the third book has the names of those in between, who have 

until Atonement to determine their fates.  (Thus, Jews understand 

that there are three resurrections, three classes of people God 

deals with.)  One of the verses Jews recite during these days is 

Exodus 34:5-7, 9, which emphasizes repentance and God's mercy.  

Revelation 20:12-15 refers to God's book of eternal life. 

 The weekly Sabbath between Trumpets and Atonement is known 

as Sabbath Shubah ("return"), meaning "repentance Sabbath."  

Hosea 14:1-9 and Micah 7:19-20 are read on this Sabbath.  

Repentance is the vehicle God has assigned through which man may 

reach Him.  The only way to approach God is through repentance.  

The value of repentance is also emphasized by the Biblical 

example of King Hezekiah, who, when upon his deathbed, pleaded 

with God for mercy.  God granted Hezekiah's request and extended 

his life for fifteen years, II Kings 20:1-11. 

 There are three areas of repentance in Jewish 

understanding:  (1) thought, (2) speech, (3) action.  Unless one 

corrects his actions, he is not truly repentant. 

 

Meaning of Trumpets 

 

 Alfred Edersheim, The Temple: Its Ministry and Services 

(Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1950). 

 Trumpets were used to signal Israel during their march 

through the wilderness, to summon them to war, proclaim days of 

public rejoicing, and to mark the beginnings of their months.  

According to Numbers 10:10, every time the trumpets were blown, 

it was a public acknowledgment that the LORD is God, He is King. 

 Accordingly, in the New Testament, God's elect will be 

summoned by the sound of the trumpet in the day of Christ's 

coming, not only the living, but "the dead in Christ," Matthew 

24:31, I Corinthians 15:52, I Thessalonians 4:16.  Also, the 

heavenly hosts are marshalled to war until the seventh angel 



sounds the last trumpet and Christ is proclaimed King Universal, 

Revelation 8:2, 10:7, 11:15. 

 

A Solemn Time of Covenant Renewal 

 

 Rabbi Louis Jacobs, A Guide to Rosh Hashanah (London, 

1959). 

 Joy and sadness are twins, and the closeness of these two 

are never seen more clearly than at the New Year.  Rosh Ha-Shanah 

is a solemn festival but it is a festival.  It is not unusual for 

men and women to change their lives under the influence of the 

stirring worship services of the "Days of Awe" of which Rosh 

Hashanah is the first. 

 The first day of the agricultural year, Trumpets is also 

the time Ezra read the Law to the captives returned from Babylon, 

Nehemiah 8:1-8.  Hence the festival is associated with personal 

renewal of one's covenant with God and firm resolution (New 

Year's resolution) to obey God's law. 

 Rabbis felt that Rosh Hashanah is the day all men pass 

before God like sheep, and he judges them.  Thus, the feast is 

not only a "Day of Judgment" but a "Day of Remembrance," for God 

remembers sins that proud humans forget, and remembers good deeds 

which humble men belittle or forget. 

 

Jewish Customs With Meaning for Us 

 

 Elul, the sixth month, precedes Tishri.  Jewish tradition 

holds that Moses went up on Sinai on Elul, to receive the second 

tablets of stone, stayed there 40 days, until the Day of 

Atonement when he brought the Law again to Israel. 

 Jews read Psalm 27 during the month of Elul.  Verse 1, "The 

LORD is my light," [compare with  "brightness  of  His  coming," 

II Thessalonians 2:8, this is referring to the Day of Trumpets] 

and my salvation [referring to the Day of Atonement, on which our 

sins are atoned, see Leviticus 16:34] shows that this Psalm is 

about the Fall Festivals.  Verse 5, "For in the time of trouble 

He shall hide me in His pavilion: in the secret of His tabernacle 

shall He hide me; He shall set me up upon a rock [Petra?]," 

refers to the Day of Tabernacles. The theme of Psalm 27 is about 

faith and trust in God, the desire "to dwell in God's house," the 

appeal to God to not hide His face, teach us His ways, answer our 

prayers. This Psalm evokes an introspective mood, which is the 

purpose behind the solemn days of Trumpets and Atonement. 

 Jews also read Micah 7:19, "He will turn again, He will 

have compassion upon us; He will subdue our iniquities; and thou 

wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea," reminding 

us that God will forgive. Jews have a custom of going to a river 

and reciting this and other penitential verses.  A "custom" that 

we may do on the Day of Trumpets is to remember our baptism, 

considering whether we have really buried the old self.  "Seek ye 

the LORD while He may be found, Call ye upon Him while He is 

near," Isaiah 55:6, implies there is a time when it is easiest to 



seek God.  Jewish Rabbis feel that the Ten Days from Trumpets to 

Atonement are such a special time, when men should submit 

themselves to severe self-scrutiny in the effort to improve the 

quality of their lives. 

 A Jewish custom during and after Trumpets is to greet one 

another with, "May you be inscribed (or sealed) in the Book of 

Life for a good year."  Stopping and considering whether or not 

you are in the Book of Life is a good lesson for us today of the 

Feast of Trumpets (see Revelation 3:5). 

 Franz Rosenzweig (1886-1929) wrote: "The horn blown on New 

Year's Day at the peak of the festival stamps the day as a day of 

judgment' . . . .  [on this day] the individual in all his naked 

individuality stands before God." 

 Maimonides, the great Jewish teacher, summed up the meaning 

of the Trumpets as follows: "Awake, ye slumberers, from your 

sleep and rouse you from your lethargy.  Make search into your 

deeds and turn in repentance.  Remember your Creator, you who 

forgot truth in the trifles of the hour, who go astray all your 

years after vain illusions which can neither profit nor save.  

Look to your souls and mend your ways and your actions let every 

one of you leave his evil path and his unworthy purpose.  Seek 

the way of God; this is the meaning of life." 

 

Trumpets and Atonement 

are Serious Days of Awe 

 

 The Jewish Festivals by Hayyim Schauss (Cincinnati, 1938). 

 Both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur "are different, in 

atmosphere, from other Jewish festivals and are therefore known 

as the Days of Awe.'  In all other festivals the spirit is one of 

exalted joyfulness.  The exaltation of Rosh Hashanah and Yom 

Kippur, however, has no traces of joy, for these are profoundly 

serious days, with a feeling of the heavy moral responsibility 

which life puts on all." 

 

Day of Trumpets in the Talmud 

and Jewish Writers 

 

 According to Rabbi Eliezer, the creation began on Elul 25, 

and on the sixth day from this, Tishri I, Adam was created. 

--Leviticus Rabbah, 29.1--(COMMENT: This would make the first 

Sabbath Tishri 2. But calendar rules forbid Tishri 1 from falling 

on a Friday.) 

 The first day of Nisan is the New Year for kings and 

festivals; but the first of Tishri is the New Year for the tithe 

of cattle and vegetables, reckoning of the years, and for release 

and jubilee years.  At four times, judgment is passed on the 

world: at Passover in respect of produce; at Pentecost in respect 

of fruit, at New Year all men are judged, "He that fashions the 

heart of them all, that considers all their doings," Psalm 33:15; 

and on Tabernacles judgment is passed in respect of rain.--Rosh 

Hashanah 1.1-2 



 Rabbi Judah says: "Man is judged on New Year and his doom 

is sealed on the Day of Atonement." R. Jose says: "Man is judged 

every day, as it says, and you do visit him every morning,' Job 

7:18."  R. Nathan says: "Man is judged every moment, as it says, 

You do try him every moment'." 

--Rosh Hashanah 16a-- The fate of everything in nature is under 

judgment on Rosh Hashanah, and is sealed on various days: the 

fate of grain on Passover, fruit on Shabuot, water on Sukkot, 

"the fate of man, however, is sealed on Yom Kippur."--Rosh 

Hashanah, 16a-- On New Year, Sarah, Rachel and Hannah were 

remembered on high [and they conceived]; on New Year Joseph went 

forth from prison; on New Year the bondage of our ancestors in 

Egypt ceased [although their exodus was delayed until Passover]. 

--Rosh Hashanah 10b - 11a-- The Hallel Psalm [Psalm 146-150] are 

not sung on the New Year and on the Day of Atonement, because: 

"Is it possible that the King should sit on the throne of 

judgment, with the books of those destined to live and destined 

to die before Him, and Israel should sing a song before Me?"--

Arakhin 10b-- The shofar was created for the welfare of Israel.  

The Torah was given to Israel with the sound of the shofar, as it 

is said: "When the voice of the shofar waxed louder and louder," 

Exodus 19:19.  Israel conquered in the battle of Jericho with the 

blast of the shofar: "When the people heard the sound of the 

shofar that the people shouted with a great shout, and the wall 

fell down flat," Joshua 6:20. Israel will be advised of the 

advent of the Messiah with the sound of the shofar: "And the Lord 

God will blow the shofar Zechariah 9:14."  And the Holy One . . . 

will sound the shofar at the ingathering of the exiles of Israel 

to their place: "and it shall come to pass in that day, that a 

great shofar shall be blown; and they shall come that were lost 

in the land of Assyria, and they that were dispersed in the land 

of Egypt; and they shall worship the Lord in the holy mountain at 

Jerusalem," Isaiah 27:13.--Eliyahn Zuta 2 

 Rosh Hashanah is a day of judgment with mercy and Yom 

Kippur is a day of mercy with judgment.--Moses Nahmanides 

 

Miscellaneous 

 

 Trumpets  is also known as the Day of Judgment,  Day of 

Remembrance, Trumpet Feast or Day of Concealment (it being the 

only festival which falls at the beginning of the month when the 

new moon is still concealed).  It is also the Birthday of the 

World, in which creation was "completed" with the creation of 

Adam. 

 Cain and Abel were said to have offered their sacrifices on 

Rosh Hashanah, the time of paying tithes.  The binding of Isaac 

as a sacrifice was on Rosh Hashanah,  and because the ram was 

sacrificed in his stead, its horn is used for the shofar. 

 Jacob was said to have arrived at Bethel on New Year, where 

he built an altar. 

 Rosh Hashanah can never fall on a Sunday, Wednesday or 

Friday.  This is the Sacred Calendar arrangement so Atonement can 



never fall on a Friday nor Sunday.  Thus there would never be the 

possibility of having two consecutive days on which it is 

forbidden to prepare food and to bury the dead. 

 Isaiah 55:6, "Seek Lord when He is near." When is God near? 

During the Ten Days of Repentance [Tishri 1-10]. 

--Otzar Midrashim, page 495-- "On Rosh Hashanah we should go 

about with a subdued spirit; on Yom Kippur with an exalted 

spirit."--Rosh Hashanah, 26 

 Sound the Shofar so that God may recall the martyrdom of 

Isaac, and consider it as if you too are ready to suffer 

martyrdom for His sake.--Rosh Hashanah, 16 

 Rosh Hashanah is a time of judgment, yet Israel is not 

dejected and somber, but dresses in holiday attire and eats a 

festive meal. Why? "They are confident of God's mercies." 

--Y. Rosh Hashanah, 1,3.-- Do you ask for God's compassion upon 

you?  Be compassionate then upon your fellow-men . . . the Lord 

restored the prosperity of Job when he prayed on behalf of his 

friends [Job 42:10].  When did Abraham have a son from Sarah? 

When he prayed on behalf of Abimelech.  [Thus, Sarah became 

pregnant on Rosh Hashanah, a time of birth and begettal.] 

--Pesikta Rabbati, 39 

 Abraham's sons are judged each year on Rosh Hashanah, the 

day he offered up Isaac.  God remembers Abraham's loyalty when 

the ram's horn was sounded, for the ram was substituted for 

Isaac. 

--Pesikta Rabbati, 41, 6. 

 10 Animals were sacrificed on Rosh to correspond to the 10 

days of repentance, 10 sayings by which the world was created, 10 

Commandments. 

--Pesikta Rabbati, 41, 5. 

 The Sages said: "And God will say unto Israel -- yea, unto 

humanity, too -- My children, I look upon you as if today, on 

Rosh Hashanah, you have been made for the anew, as if today I 

created you -- a new being, a new people, a new humanity'." 

--Wayyikra Rabbah, 29:10. 

Ten Reasons Why God Commanded Us to Keep the Day of Trumpets, by 

Saadia Gaon (892-942 A.D.) 

 

 The first reason:  Because this day is the beginning of 

creation, on which the Holy One blessed be He, created the world 

and reigned over it.  Just as is with kings at the start of their 

reign -- trumpets and horns are blown in their presence to make 

it known and to let it be heard in every place -- thus it is when 

we designate the Creator, may He be blessed, as King on this day, 

for David said: With trumpets and sound of the horn, shout ye 

before the King, the Lord, Psalm 98:6. 

 The second reason:  Because the day of New Year is the 

first of the ten days of repentance, the shofar is sounded on it 

to announce to us as one warns and says: "Whosoever wants to 

repent -- let him repent; and if he does not, let him reproach 

himself."  Thus do the kings: first they warn the people of their 



decrees; then if one violates a decree after the warning, his 

excuse is not accepted. 

 The third reason:  To remind us of Mount Sinai,  . . . The 

blare of the horn grew louder and louder, Exodus 19:19, and that 

we should accept for ourselves the covenant that our ancestors 

accepted for themselves, as they said we will do and obey, Exodus 

24:7. 

 The fourth reason:  To remind us of the words of the 

prophets that were compared to the sound of the shofar, as it is 

said: Then whosoever heareth the sound of the horn, and taketh 

not warning, if the sword come, and taketh him away,  his blood 

shall be upon his own head . . . whereas if he had taken warning, 

he would have delivered his soul, Ezekiel 33:4-5. 

 The fifth reason:  To remind us of the destruction of the 

Temple . . . , O my soul, the sound of the horn, the alarm of 

war, Jeremiah 4:19.  When we hear the sound of the shofar, we 

will ask God to rebuild the Temple. 

 The sixth reason:  To remind us of the binding of Isaac who 

offered his life to Heaven.  We should also offer our lives for 

the sanctification of His Name, and thus we will be remembered 

for good. 

 The seventh reason:  When we will hear the blowing of the 

shofar, we will be fearful, and we will tremble, and we will 

humble ourselves before the Creator, for that is the nature of 

the shofar -- it causes fear and trembling, as it is written: 

Shall the horn be blown in a city and the people not tremble? 

Amos 3:6. 

 The eighth reason:  To recall the day of the great judgment 

and to be fearful of it, as it is said: The great day of the Lord 

is near, it is near and hasteth greatly . . . a day of the horn 

and alarm, Zephaniah 1:14-16. 

 The ninth reason:  To remind us of the ingathering of the 

scattered ones of Israel, 

that we ardently desire, as it is said: And it shall come to pass 

in that day, that a great horn shall be blown; and they shall 

come that were lost in the land of Assyria . . . and they shall 

worship the Lord in the holy mountain at Jerusalem, Isaiah 27:13. 

 The tenth reason:  To remind us of the resurrection of the 

dead and the belief in it, as it is said: All ye inhabitants of 

the world, and ye dwellers on the earth, when an ensign is lifted 

up on the mountains, see ye; and when the horn is blown, hear ye, 

Isaiah 18:3.ê 

 

 

Day of Trumpets and Revelation 

 

 There are so many staggering problems in the world today.  

Is there a  solution?  Yes, thank God, there is! 

 We need the Kingdom of God.  Jesus Christ preached the 

Gospel of the Kingdom of God when He was on this earth in human 

form.  This is the message that the churches should be preaching 

as a warning and witness to the world.  This message says that 



Christ will return and set up the government of God on this 

earth. 

 This part of God's Plan for us and the rest of the world is 

the essence of the Day of Trumpets. 

 

Seventh Month 

 

 God's Plan began in the First Month of His Calendar 

(Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread), continues 50 days later 

(Pentecost), and will end with the seventh month of His Calendar.  

The first day of the seventh month (seven is the number for 

perfection and completion) is the Day of Trumpets which will 

herald the return of Jesus Christ who will set up the Kingdom of 

God and bring to an end all that is now wrong in this world. 

 The Day of Trumpets will begin the Great Fall Harvest, 

during which time all of mankind that responds to God's call will 

be saved and become a part of the Kingdom of God. 

 It is time for those now called to let God's trumpet sound 

in our lives as we strive to overcome our problems so that we can 

be in God's kingdom. 

 

Trumpet Plagues 

 

 The Day of Trumpets, the pivotal middle festival in God's 

Plan, is not a pleasant time for earth's inhabitants.  It is a 

time of destruction as God and Jesus Christ tear down Satan's 

world and prepare to set up the Kingdom of God. 

 Great plagues are visited upon the inhabitants of the earth 

as each trumpet is sounded, ending with the Seventh Trumpet and 

the Seven Last Plagues including the Battle of Armageddon, 

Revelation 16:16. 

Trumpets 

 

 Trumpets, in the Bible, often are used for an announcement 

of war, and the first festival of the Third Harvest period is no 

exception.  Just as a new building cannot be raised until the old 

and dilapidated one is razed (as much as is necessary), so this 

world must be torn down in order for the Kingdom of God to be 

raised up. 

 God will fight a great war with the evil elements of the 

earth beginning with the seventh seal of Revelation 8.  Here we 

find seven angels which have seven trumpets ready to sound so as 

to fulfil the beginning of the Fall Harvest. 

 

Triumphal Return 

 

 Although the sounding of the trumpets will bring bone-

chilling, terrifying and cataclysmic destruction and ruin to this 

world, there is also a very joyful note:  the heralding of the 

triumphal return of Jesus Christ as King of kings and Lord of 

lords.  With Him He will bring His people (saints) who will reign 

and rule with Him on this earth.  The government (kingdom) of God 



will bring the wonderful joy, happiness, and peace that this 

world has agonized and longed for. 

 The Day of Trumpets comes to fulfilment as Jesus returns to 

stand on the Mount of Olives.  At this time the Mount will cleave 

in two and healing waters will flow east and west into all the 

world, Zechariah 14:4, 8. 

  

 

7 Trumpets of Revelation 

 

7th Seal = 7 Trumpet Plagues (Rev. 8:1-2) 

 

 1st Trumpet (v. 7) 1/3 of Trees Burnt 

 2nd Trumpet (vs. 8-9) 1/3 of Sea Creatures Die 

 3rd Trumpet (vs. 10-11) 1/3 of Fresh Water Poisoned 

 4th Trumpet (v. 12) Sun, Moon, Stars Darkened by 1/3 

 5th Trumpet (Rev. 9:1-12) Bottomless Pit Opened; Locusts, 

Scorpians; People on Earth Tormented 

6th Trumpet (Rev. 9:13-21) Four Angels Loosed; Army of 200 

Million; 1/3 of Mankind Killed. 

7th Trumpet = 7 Last Plagues (Rev. 15:1,7-8,16:1-21) 

  1st -- Boils & Sores 

  2nd -- Sea Becomes Blood 

  3rd -- Fresh Water Becomes Blood 

  4th -- Sun's Heat Becomes Red Hot 

  5th -- Darkness 

  6th -- Battle of Armageddon 

 7th -- Thunder, Lightning, Great Earthquake, Great Hail 

 

 Christ Returns (Rev. 19:11-16) 

 

 Ultimate fulfillment of Day of Trumpets as Kingdom of God 

is established. 

 

 

 

-- adapted from an article distributed by Gary Sjordalê 

 

 

Trumpets Quiz 

 

Answers to the following quiz are at the end of this section. 

 

Matching -- Day of Trumpets 

 

1. memorial, remembrance 

2. ram's horn 

3. first day of 7th month 

4. first day of civil year 

5. new moons 

6. Tishri 1-10 

7. return of Messiah 



__ a. one of three Sacred times, 

I Chron. 23:31, Col. 2:16 

__ b. Day of Trumpets 

__ c. Rosh Hashana 

__ d. shofar, Leviticus 25:9 

__ e. meaning of Day of Trumpets 

__ f. "Days of Repentance", "Days of Awe" 

__ g. zikrown, Leviticus 23:24 

 

 

Fill in the Blanks 

 

1."In the _______ month, in the first day of the month, shall ye 

have a _______, a ________ of blowing of trumpets, an holy 

___________,"  Leviticus 23:24 

 

2."Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a _______, and 

shew My people their _____________, and the house of Jacob their 

____,"  Isaiah 58:1 

 

3."Blow ye the trumpet in ____, and sound an alarm in My holy 

mountain:  let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the 

day of the ____ cometh, for it is nigh at hand,"  Joel 2:1  

 

4." . . . The kingdoms of this _____ are become the kingdoms of 

our ____, and of His ______; and He shall reign ___ ____ and 

____,"  Revelation 11:15. 

 

5."In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last _____: 

for the trumpet shall sound, and the ____ shall be raised 

incorruptible, and we shall be _______,"  I Corinthians 15:52 

 

6."For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a _____, 

with the voice of the archangel, and with the _____ of God: and 

the dead in Christ shall rise first:  Then we which are alive and 

remain shall be ______ __ together with them in the ______, to 

meet the Lord in the ___: and so shall we ever be with the Lord,"  

I Thessalonians 4:16-17 

 

 

General Questions 

 

On a separate sheet of paper, answer these questions: 

 

1.Prophetically, what future events are typified by the Day of 

Trumpets?  Joel 2; Zephaniah 1; Psalms 98:6, 9, 47:5-8; 

Revelation 11:15; Matthew 24:31; I Corinthians 15:52; I 

Thessalonians 4:16-17; Psalms 89:15, 98:6; Isaiah 27:12-13; 

Isaiah 58:1; Jeremiah 6:17; Ezekiel 33:3-6. 

 

2. Is "Feast of Trumpets" a Biblically-based term?   

 



3.Does the Bible tie the Day of Trumpets with the Day of 

Atonement?  Joel 2; Zephaniah 1. 

 

4. How is the Day of Trumpets a unique Holy Day?  Give 2-3 

ways. 

 

 

ANSWERS 

 

Matching -- Day of Trumpets:  5a, 3b, 4c, 2d, 7e, 6f, 1g. 

 

Fill in the Blanks:  1.  seventh, sabbath, memorial, convocation;  

2.  trumpet, transgression, sins;  3.  Zion, LORD (YHVH);  4.  

world, Lord, Christ, for ever, ever;  5.  trump, dead, changed;   

6.  shout, trump, caught up, clouds, air. 

 

General Questions: 

1.Day of the LORD, judgment of the wicked, establishment of the 

millennial Kingdom of God, resurrection of the righteous dead, 

joyful triumph of the righteous, regathering of Israel (second 

Exodus), warning of the world with the gospel message. 

2.No.  Trumpets (and Atonement) are not merry and joyful like the 

Feasts of Unleavened Bread, Weeks (Pentecost) and Tabernacles.  

Trumpets is profoundly serious and intended to be a time of deep 

introspection and repentance before the Almighty.  The Hebrew 

words chag and chagag (Strong's #2282 and 2287) denote the giddy 

joyfulness characterized by feasting and dancing.  These words 

are used for Unleavened Bread, Weeks and Tabernacles, but not for 

Trumpets and Atonement.  Another word, moed, "set time, divine 

appointment" in Leviticus 23 refers to the weekly Sabbath and all 

the feast days, including Tabernacles, Trumpets and Atonement.  

Unfortunately, the King James Version often translates both chag 

and moed as "feast," which causes confusion.  Trumpets is not a 

chag, but a moed.   "Feast of Trumpets" in an inaccurate term. 

3. Yes.  Blowing trumpets begins a time of fasting and 

repentance. 

4.(a) The holy Day of Trumpets is not mentioned in the New 

Testament (except in its prophetic fulfillment as the Day of the 

LORD), (b) Trumpets is the only New Moon that is also a Holy Day, 

(c) Trumpets is directly tied to the Day of Atonement.ê_ 
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Introduction 

 

Section Six of Biblical Holy Days covers the Day of Atonement, 

the only commanded annual fast day.  Our purpose is to provide 

resource material and in-depth instruction for those who already 

observe these sacred times.  

 

The Day of Atonement is the tenth day of Seventh Month, and can 

never fall on first, third and sixth days of the week.  We begin 

fasting by missing the evening meal before sunset of the 

beginning of the tenth day of the Seventh Month.  Prayer, Bible 

Study, meditation, and spiritual fellowship are our spiritual 

food during this annual "Sabbath of Sabbaths." 
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Day of Atonement 1 



Atonement scriptures in the Old and New Testaments. History and 

traditions of Atonement observance. Purpose of fasting and how 

Atonement relates to the Jubilee Year. 

 

Day of Atonement:  Liberty Through Fasting 13 

Atonement pictures the time of liberty when Israel in captivity 

shall return to the Almighty. 

 

Atonement Quiz 15 

 

 

 

D A Y   O F   A T O N E M E N T 

 

  Day of Atonements  Yom Kippurim 

  Divine Appointment  Moed 

  Sabbath of Sabbaths  Shabbat Shabbat 

  Holy Convocation   Mikra Kodesh 

  Most Holy    Kodesh Kodeshim 

  Solemn Assembly   Atsereth 

   

 Afflicting the Soul, Fasting = No Food or Drink, Day of 

Cleansing From Sin, Climax of Ten Days of Repentance,  Initiates 

Jubilee Year, Turning Back, Return, Azazel, Putting Away of 

Satan, At-one-ment, Man is Made at One with God 

 

Psalm 32:1, "Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose 

sin is covered." 

 

Mark 1:15, "Repent ye, and believe the gospel." 

 

Hebrews 9:22, 27-28 and 10:10, " . . . without shedding of blood 

is no remission [of sins] . . . .  And as it is appointed unto 

men once to die, but after this the judgment: So Christ was once 

offered to bear the sins of many . . . .  we are sanctified 

through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all." 

 

Hebrews 10:16-22, "This is the covenant that I will make with 

them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put My laws into 

their hearts, and in their minds will I write them; And their 

sins and iniquities will I remember no more.  Now where remission 

of these is, there is no more offering for sin.  Having 

therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the 

blood of Jesus, By a new and living way, which He hath 

consecrated for us, through the vail, that is to say, His flesh; 

And having an high priest over the house of God; Let us draw near 

with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 

sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with 

pure water. 

 

Psalm 35:13, "I humbled [afflicted] my soul with fasting . . . ." 

 



James 4:10, "Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He 

shall lift you up." 

 

 

The Day of Atonement 

 

Day of Atonement is a Special "Sabbath of Sabbaths" 

 

 Leviticus 23:27-32,  Also on the tenth day of this seventh 

month  there shall be a  day of atonement:  it shall be an holy 

convocation unto you;  and ye shall afflict your souls,  and 

offer an offering  made by fire unto the LORD.  And ye shall do 

no work in that same day:  for it is a day of atonement,  to make  

an atonement for you before the LORD your God.  For whatsoever 

soul it be that shall not be afflicted in that same day, he shall 

be cut off from among his people.  And whatsoever soul it be that 

doeth any work in that same day,  the same soul will I destroy 

from among his people.  Ye shall do no manner of work:  it shall 

be a statute for ever throughout your generations in all  your  

dwellings.  It shall be unto you a sabbath of rest [Hebrew: 

"sabbath of sabbaths," indicating that Atonement is a Sabbath of 

paramount importance], and ye shall afflict your souls: in the 

ninth day of the month at even, from even unto even, shall ye 

celebrate [rest] your sabbath.  

 

Purpose to Make Atonement For Our Sins Once a Year 

 

 Leviticus 16:29-34,  And this shall be a statute for ever 

unto you: that in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the 

month, ye shall afflict your souls, and do no work at all . . . .  

For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, to 

cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all your sins before the 

LORD.  It shall be a sabbath of rest unto you, and ye shall 

afflict your souls, by a statute for ever . . . .  And this shall 

be an everlasting statute unto you, to make an atonement for the 

children of Israel for all their sins once a year.  

 Exodus 30:10,  And Aaron shall make an atonement upon the 

horns of it once in a year with the blood of the sin offering of 

atonements: once in the year shall he make atonement upon it 

throughout your generations: it is most holy unto the LORD.  

 Why is atonement for sins needed? 

 Ezekiel 18:4, 20,  . . . the soul that sinneth, it shall 

die [unless that sin is atoned, or covered].  

 Hebrews 9:22,  . . . without shedding of blood [there] is 

no remission.  

 

Significance of Old Testament Atonement Rites 

 

 Please read Leviticus 16:1-34.  Here is a commentary on 

this important Bible chapter:  

 The Old Testament rites of the Day of Atonement have great 

significance. Aaron is a type of Christ.  The holy place 



represented, was a type, of the throne room of the Almighty in 

Heaven.  See Exodus 25:17-20 and Jeremiah 17:12.  The mercy seat 

was the cover of the Ark of the Covenant, which contained the Ten 

Commandments.  The high priest was an impure human being, unfit 

to stand in the presence of the sinless spiritual Creator, so he 

had to be cleansed and his sins removed.  The physical rituals 

did not really do this, but reminded them of sin and the need for 

the coming messianic sacrifice.  The priest's "holy garments" 

represented righteousness, Revelation 19:8. 

 The Hebrew word translated "scapegoat" in the KJV is 

Azazel.  Gesenius' Hebrew Lexicon defines azazel as "an evil 

demon."  Azal means "he removed or separated."  Azazel thus 

represents Satan the Devil.  The English word scapegoat comes 

from escape goat, the one let go in the wilderness.  Today 

scapegoat means "one who bears the blame for others, but is not 

guilty himself."  Satan is no scapegoat!  He is guilty and will 

be punished for his own sins.  Man naturally is inclined to shift 

the blame, seeking a scapegoat.  Satan's message is "always blame 

someone else, never clean up yourself."  Christians freely admit 

their own guilt.  Christ freely pays the penalty for the sinner, 

upon true repentance and a desire not to sin in the future.  

Christ is no scapegoat either! 

 Notice that the high priest cast lots to decide which goat 

was for the LORD and which was to represent Satan.  He could not 

humanly determine which one was which.  A lot is a solemn appeal 

to God to decide a doubtful matter.  A sacred religious ceremony, 

casting of lots includes a supernatural act of God.  Thus, 

lotteries and gambling are of the devil, profaning a holy 

ceremony.  Proverbs 16:33.  Men today are unable to tell who is 

of Christ, who is of Satan.  The devil has done his work of 

deception so well, that the world does not know who is of God and 

who is of the Devil.  Most Christian professing people who think 

they are worshipping God are actually worshipping the Devil, II 

Corinthians 4:4. 

 The incense of the high priest represented prayer, 

Revelation 5:8, the kind of petitions the Almighty will hear.  

Sweet incense shows that our attitude in prayer should not be 

bitter or vindictive.  Beaten fine indicates that we are to be 

specific in prayer requests.  Don't use the trite generalization: 

"God bless everyone."  As incense rises from hot coals, so our 

prayers are to ascend like a cloud.  Just as the cloud of incense 

protected the high priest from the glory of the Almighty, so 

prayers bring God's protection. 

 The goat of the sin offering represented Christ.  Its blood 

symbolized the shed blood of our Savior.  Why did the high priest 

sprinkle blood on the mercy seat? Because the mercy seat covered 

the Ark of the Covenant, containing the Ten Commandments written 

in stone by the finger of God.  Breaking these laws made a sin 

offering necessary.  Blood covered the Ark, thus symbolically 

"covering" broken law.  The altar, tabernacle, and mercy seat 

were defiled by sin.  During the year, the sins of Israel were 

symbolically transferred to the tabernacle and its fixtures.  



Once a year sin was symbolically removed at Atonement so that God 

could continue to dwell among His people.  Sin separates us from 

God, Isaiah 59:2.  

 The priest entering within the vail with the blood of the 

goat represents the risen Messiah entering God's tabernacle on 

Wavesheaf Sunday in Heaven, beseeching the Almighty to apply His 

precious blood for our sins.  Christ is our high priest today, 

Hebrews 7:25, 4:14-16, our intercessor with the Father. 

 Laying on of hands on the live goat reminded Israel that 

their sins needed to be placed on the head of Satan, the father 

of sin.  Laying on of hands symbolizes a setting apart, bestowing 

some characteristic or attribute to, a being.  The second goat 

cannot represent Christ, for when He died, He fully paid for our 

sins.  Satan has a principal role in our sins.  Christ paid for 

our part in our sins.  Satan's part in our sins will be placed 

right back on his own head, where it belongs.  Revelation 20:1-2 

is a parallel passage, showing Satan will be bound.  The "fit 

man" of Leviticus 16:21 represents an angel, who takes Satan 

away.  Azazel, Satan, carries his own sins, he is no longer 

allowed to deceive people, and lives on in the wilderness. 

 After the ceremony is over, the high priest must wash his 

garments.  After coming in contact with the symbolic Devil, he 

has to purify himself.  Changing garments signifies putting away 

sin.  The whole Christian life involves cleaning our garments, 

Zechariah 3:3-4, Revelation 3:4.  We must continually wash 

ourselves from associations with this sinful world, Ephesians 

5:26.  Every Christian must have the appropriate wedding 

garments, signifying righteousness.  

 All spiritual Israelites must keep the Day of Atonement, an 

everlasting statute and reminder that we need the atoning blood 

of our Savior. 

 

Hebrews 8, 9, 10 Explain Meaning 

of Leviticus 16 

 

 (1) Christ is our High Priest; Physical Things Served as 

Examples of Spiritual.  

 Hebrews 8:1-2, 5,  We have such an high priest, who is set 

on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; A 

minister of the sanctuary [holy things], and of the true 

tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man . . . .  [which 

physical things] serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly 

things . . . . 

 (2) What Was in Holy of Holies; Mercy Is Available to 

Cover Broken Law.  

 Hebrews 9:3-5,  And after [inside] the second veil, the 

tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all; Which had the 

golden censer, and the ark of the covenant . . . and the tables 

of the covenant [two tables of stone having the 10 Commandments].  

And over it the cherubims of glory shadowing the mercy seat . . . 

. 



 (3) Physical Ordinances on Day of Atonement Did Not Make 

Israel Perfect; Reminded them of Sins and need of Atonement 

(covering), or Forgiveness.  

 Hebrews 9:7-10,  But into the second [tabernacle, or "holy 

of holies"] went the high priest alone once every year, not 

without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors 

of the people . . . the way into the holiest of all was not yet 

made manifest [available] . . . was a figure [type] . . . in 

which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make 

him that did the service perfect . . . .  Which stood only in 

meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal [physical] 

ordinances imposed on them until the time of reformation.  

 Hebrews 10:1, 3-5,  For the [ceremonial] law having a 

shadow of good things to come . . . can never with those 

sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the 

comers thereunto perfect . . . .  But in those sacrifices there 

is a remembrance again made of sins every year.  For it is not 

possible that the blood of bulls and goats should take away sins 

. . . .  Sacrifice and offering Thou wouldest not, but a body 

hast Thou prepared me [a perfect human sacrifice -- Christ -- is 

necessary].  

 Hebrews 10:11,  And every priest standeth daily ministering 

and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices which can never take 

away sins.  

 (4) The Offering of Christ Once and For All Provided a 

Means of Atoning for Our Sins:  O.T. Sacrifices Done Away.  

 Hebrews 9:11-12, 22,  But Christ being come an high priest 

. . . .  by His own blood He entered in once into the holy place, 

having obtained eternal redemption for us . . . . without 

shedding of blood is no remission [of sins].  

 Hebrews 9:26-28,  . . . but now once . . . hath He appeared 

to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself . . . .  So Christ 

was once offered to bear the sins of many . . . . 

 Hebrews 10:10,  By the which will we are sanctified through 

the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  

 Hebrews 10:18,  Now where remission of these is, there is 

no more offering for sin. 

 See also Hebrews 7:26-27. 

 (5) By This Atonement, Christ is the Mediator of the New 

Covenant.  

 Hebrews 9:15,  And for this cause He is the mediator of the 

new testament, that by means of his death . . . they which are 

called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.  

 Hebrews 10:16-17,  This is the covenant that I will make 

with them . . . I will put My laws into their hearts, and in 

their minds will I write them.  And their sins and iniquities 

will I remember no more. 

 (6) We Have Constant Availability of Mercy (Atonement for 

our sins).  

 Hebrews 7:25,  Wherefore He is able to save them to the 

uttermost that come unto God by Him seeing He ever liveth to make 

intercession for them.  



 (7) We Cannot Disdain the Blood of the Covenant Whereby We 

Are Forgiven -- Not Use Mercy As Excuse for Breaking the Law.  

 Hebrews 10:26-31,  For if we sin wilfully after that we 

have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more 

sacrifice for sins, But a certain fearful looking for of judgment 

and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.  He 

that despised Moses law died without mercy under two or three 

witnesses: Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be 

thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and 

hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was 

sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the 

Spirit of grace? . . . The Lord shall judge His people.  It is a 

fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.  

 

Special Sacrifices Offered 

on Day of Atonement 

 

 Numbers 29:7-11,  And ye shall have on the tenth day of 

this seventh month an holy convocation; and ye shall afflict your 

souls: ye shall not do any work therein: But ye shall offer a 

burnt offering unto the LORD for a sweet savor; one young 

bullock, one ram, and seven lambs of the first year; they shall 

be unto you without blemish: And their meat offering shall be of 

flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals to a bullock, and two 

tenth deals to one ram, A several tenth deal for one lamb, 

throughout the seven lambs: One kid of the goats for a sin 

offering; beside the sin offering of atonement [see Leviticus 

16], and the continual burnt offering, and the meat offering of 

it, and their drink offerings.  

What Kind of Sacrifice Does God Want Today?  Why?  

 

 Psalm 51:16-17,  For Thou desirest not sacrifice; else 

would I give it . . . .  The sacrifices of God are a broken 

spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not 

despise. 

 Hosea 6:6,  For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice, and the 

knowledge of God more than burnt offerings. 

 I Peter 2:5,  . . . [we are] to offer up spiritual 

sacrifices. 

 Leviticus 23:27,  . . . and you shall afflict your souls . 

. . . 

 Psalm 35:13,  . . . I humbled [afflicted] my soul with 

fasting. 

 Psalm 69:10,  When I wept, and chastened my soul with 

fasting . . . . 

 Deuteronomy 8:2-3,  . . . to humble thee, and to prove 

thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep 

His commandments or no.  And He humbled thee, and suffered thee 

to hunger, and fed thee with manna [supernatural food] . . . that 

He might make thee know that man doeth not live by bread only, 

but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD 

doth man live.  



 Isaiah 58:6-7,  Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to 

loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to 

let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke [of sins 

which burden you]?  Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, 

and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when 

thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not 

thyself from thine own flesh [have compassion on others,  but be 

hard on yourself, get rid of your sins]? 

 

Paul Began His Voyage to Rome After Atonement 

 

 Acts 27:9,  Now when much time was spent, and when sailing 

was now dangerous, because the fast was now already past, Paul 

admonished them. 

 

Day of Trumpets Foreshadows Atonement  

 

 Joel 2:1, 15-17,  Blow ye the trumpet in Zion . . . let all 

the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD 

cometh, for it is nigh at hand . . . .  Blow the trumpet in Zion, 

sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly: Gather the people, 

sanctify the congregation,  assemble the elders,  gather the 

children . . . let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and 

the bride out of her closet [time to refrain from embracing,  

Ecclesiastes 3:5, and sexual relations, because of fasting and 

prayer, I Corinthians 7:5].  Let the priests, the ministers of 

the LORD, weep . . . and let them say, Spare Thy people, O LORD, 

and give not thine heritage to reproach . . . . 

 Joel 2:12-13, 32,  . . . turn ye even to Me with all your 

heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: And 

rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD 

your God: for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of 

great kindness, and repenteth Him of the evil [is anxious not to 

punish you].  

 NOTE: The message of these verses is clear: God's people 

need to repent, or they will not be spared in the Day of the 

LORD.  But "whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be 

delivered," Joel 2:32. Jews read Micah 7:18-20 on the Day of 

Atonement to show that God's mercy is available, IF we repent: 

"Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and 

passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? 

[those few who do repent] He retaineth not His anger for ever, 

because he delighteth in mercy.  He will turn again, He will have 

compassion upon us; He will subdue our iniquities; And Thou wilt 

cast all their sins into the depths of the sea." 

 Matthew 5:7,  Blessed are the merciful: for they shall 

obtain mercy. 

 Exodus 20:5-6,  . . . visiting the iniquity of the fathers 

upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them 

that hate me; And showing mercy unto thousands of them that love 

me, and keep my commandments.  

 



Day of Atonement a Special Time 

of Repentance 

 

 Numbers 5:6-7,  When a man or woman shall commit any sin 

that men commit, to do a trespass against the LORD . . . .  Then 

they shall confess their sin which they have done: and he shall 

recompense [offer restitution for] his trespass . . . [Compare 

with Leviticus 16:2].  

 Numbers 15:30-31,  But that soul that doeth aught 

presumptuously [refuses to confess his sins and repent] . . . . 

Because he hath despised the word of the LORD, and hath broken 

His commandment, that soul shall utterly be cut off; his iniquity 

shall be upon him.  

 Deuteronomy 4:30-31,  When thou art in tribulation . . . in 

the latter days, if thou turn to the LORD thy God, and shalt be 

obedient unto His voice; (For the LORD thy God is a merciful 

God;) He will not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget 

the covenant . . . [see Deuteronomy 30:1-6].  

 I Kings 8:33-34,  [Solomon's prayer at the dedication of 

the Temple] When Thy people Israel be smitten down before the 

enemy, because they have sinned against Thee, and shall turn 

again to Thee, and confess Thy name, and pray, and make 

supplication unto Thee in this house: Then hear Thou in heaven, 

and forgive the sin of Thy people Israel, and bring them again 

unto the land which Thou gavest unto their fathers.  

 I Kings 21:25-29,  [Ahab humbled himself by fasting] But 

there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell himself to work 

wickedness in the sight of the LORD, whom Jezebel his wife 

stirred up . . . .  And it came to pass, when Ahab heard those 

words, that he rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his 

flesh, and fasted, and lay in sackcloth, and went softly . . . .  

Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself before Me? because he 

humbleth himself before Me, I will not bring the evil in his 

days: but in his son's days will I bring evil upon his house.  

 II Chronicles 7:14,  If My people, which are called by My 

name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek My face, and 

turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and 

will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.  

 II Chronicles 33:11-13,  [Manasseh humbly fasted and 

repented] Wherefore the LORD brought upon them the captains of 

the host of the king of Assyria, which took Manasseh among the 

thorns, and bound him with fetters, and carried him to Babylon.  

And when he was in affliction, he besought the LORD his God, and 

humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers, And prayed 

unto Him: and He was entreated of him, and heard  his 

supplication,  and brought him again to Jerusalem into his 

kingdom.  Then Manasseh knew that the LORD He was God. 

 Job 11:14,  If iniquity be in thine hand, put it far away, 

and let not wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles. 

 Psalm 51:1-19,  Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Thy 

lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of Thy tender 

mercies blot out my transgressions.  Wash me throughly from mine 



iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.  For I acknowledge my 

transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.  Against Thee, Thee 

only, have I sinned, and done this evil in Thy sight: that Thou 

mightest be justified when Thou speakest, and be clear when Thou 

judgest.  Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my 

mother conceive me.  Behold, Thou desirest truth in the inward 

parts: and in the hidden part Thou shalt make me to know wisdom.  

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall 

be whiter than snow.  Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the 

bones which Thou hast broken may rejoice.  Hide Thy face from my 

sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean 

heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not 

away from Thy presence; and take not Thy holy spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with Thy 

free spirit.  Then will I teach transgressors Thy ways; and 

sinners shall be converted unto Thee.  Deliver me from 

bloodguiltiness, O God, Thou God of my salvation: and my tongue 

shall sing aloud of Thy righteousness.  O Lord, open Thou my 

lips; and my mouth shall shew forth Thy praise.  For Thou 

desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: Thou delightest not 

in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a 

broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise.  Do 

good in Thy good pleasure unto Zion: build Thou the walls of 

Jerusalem.  Then shalt Thou be pleased with the sacrifices of 

righteousness, with burnt offering and whole burnt offering: then 

shall they offer bullocks upon Thine altar. 

 Proverbs 16:2, 6,  All the ways of a man are clean in his 

own eyes . . . .  By mercy and truth iniquity is purged; and by 

the fear of the LORD men depart from evil.  

 Proverbs 28:13,  He that covereth his sins shall not 

prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have 

mercy.  

 Isaiah 31:6,  Turn ye unto Him from whom the children of 

Israel have deeply revolted.  

 Isaiah 55:6-7,  Seek ye the LORD while He may be found, 

call ye upon Him while He is near: Let the wicked forsake his 

way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return 

unto the LORD, and He will have mercy upon him; and to our God, 

for He will abundantly pardon.  

 Jeremiah 3:12-14,  Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith 

the LORD . . . for I am merciful . . . .  Only acknowledge thine 

iniquity . . . .  Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LORD. 

 Jeremiah 13:23,  Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the 

leopard his spots? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed 

to do evil. 

 Jeremiah 31:34,  . . . for I will forgive their iniquity, 

and I will remember their sin no more. 

 Lamentations 5:21,  Turn Thou us unto Thee [give us 

repentance], O LORD, and we shall be turned; renew our days as of 

old. 

 Ezekiel 18:20, 21, 24,  The soul that sinneth, it shall die 

. . . .  But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that  he 



hath committed, and keep all My statutes, and do that which is 

lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die.  But 

when the righteous turneth away  from his righteousness, and 

committeth iniquity . . . shall he live?  All his righteousness 

that he hath done shall not be mentioned . . . in his sin that he 

has sinned, in them shall he die. 

 Hosea 14:1-4,  O Israel, return unto the LORD thy God; for 

thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. Take with you words, and turn 

to the Lord: say unto Him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us 

graciously: so will we render the calves of our lips.  Asshur 

shall not save us; we will not ride upon horses: neither will we 

say any more to the work of our hands, Ye are our gods: for in 

Thee the fatherless findeth mercy.  I will heal their 

backsliding, I will love them freely: for Mine anger is turned 

away from him. 

 Malachi 3:7,  Even from the days of your fathers ye are 

gone away from Mine ordinances, and have not kept them.  Return 

unto Me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lord of hosts.  

But ye said, Wherein shall we return? 

 Mark 1:15, . . . The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 

God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. 

 Mark 2:17, . . .   I came not to call the righteous, but 

sinners to repentance. 

 I John 1:8-9,  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 

ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, 

he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

 

Atonement Emphasizes Savior's Atoning Blood  

 

 Matthew 26:28,  For this is My blood of the new testament, 

which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 

 Luke 24:46-47,  . . . it behooved Christ to suffer, and to 

rise from the dead the third day: And that repentance and 

remission of sins should be preached in His name among all 

nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

 Acts 20:28,  . . . the Church of God, which He hath 

purchased with His own blood. 

 Romans 3:24-25,  Being justified freely by His grace 

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus; Whom God hath set 

forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood . . . for 

the remission [passing over] of sins that are past, through the 

forbearance of God. 

 Romans 5:9,  Much more then, being now justified by His 

blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 

 I Corinthians 15:3, . . . Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures. 

 Ephesians 1:7,  In whom we have redemption through His 

blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His 

grace. 

 Ephesians 2:13-18,  But now in Christ Jesus ye who 

sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.  For 



He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the 

middle wall of partition between us . . . . For through Him we 

both [Israel and Gentile] have access by one Spirit unto the 

Father. 

 I Peter 1:18-20,  Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not 

redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your 

vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But 

with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 

and without spot: Who verily was foreordained before the 

foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for 

you. 

 I John 1:7,  . . . the blood of Jesus Christ . . . 

cleanseth us from all sin. 

 I John 2:2,  And He is the propitiation for our sins . . . 

also for the sins of the whole world.  

 Revelation 1:5, . . . Jesus Christ . . . that loved us, and 

washed us from our sins in His own blood. 

 Revelation 5:9,  . . . for Thou wast slain, and hast 

redeemed us to God by Thy blood . . . . 

 Revelation 7:14, . . . These are they which came out of 

great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them 

white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 Revelation 12:11,  And they [God's Church] overcame him 

[Satan] by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their 

testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death. 

 

The Fiftieth, Jubilee Year, 

Began on Atonement 

 

 Leviticus 25:8-17,  And thou shalt number seven sabbaths of 

years unto thee, seven times seven years . . . forty nine years.  

Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubilee [Hebrew, 

"liberty"] to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month, in the 

day of atonement shall ye make the trumpet sound throughout all 

your land.  And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim 

liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof: 

it shall be a jubilee unto you; and ye shall return every man 

unto his possession, and ye shall return every man unto his 

family . . . ye shall not sow, neither reap . . . .  Ye shall not 

therefore oppress one another. 

 Where does God get the authority to order a jubilee 

redemption for the land and the people? 

 Leviticus 25:23-24,  The land shall not be sold for ever: 

for the land is Mine: for ye are strangers and sojourners with 

Me. And in all the land of your possession ye shall grant a 

redemption for the land. 

 What are we in bondage to and what does this have to do 

with the Day of Atonement, and Jubilee? 

 Romans 7:14,  For we know that the law is spiritual: but I 

am carnal, sold under sin. 

 Romans 6:16,  . . . his servants ye are to whom ye obey; 

whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness. 



 Isaiah 58:6,  Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to 

loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to 

let the oppressed go free [others we have harmed], and that ye 

break every yoke? 

 For us to be free, something and someone else must go into 

bondage: 

 II Corinthians 10:5,  . . . bringing into captivity every 

thought to the obedience of Christ. 

 Leviticus 16:21-22,  And Aaron [after atoning for himself 

and the people] shall lay both his hands upon the head of the 

live [Azazel] goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of 

the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their 

sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him 

away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness . . . unto a 

land not inhabited: and he shall let go the goat in the 

wilderness. 

 Revelation 20:1-3,  And I saw an angel come down from 

heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in 

his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which 

is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, And cast 

him into the bottomless pit . . . that he should deceive the 

nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and 

after that he must be loosed a little season. 

 Comment: The Day of Atonement is a time we are to free 

ourselves from sin and Satan, asking God to mercifully cover 

(atone) our sins.  It is also a time of great rejoicing, when 

Satan is put away and our sins are covered: 

 Psalm 32:1-2,  Blessed [happy] is he whose transgression is 

forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the 

LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no 

guile. 

Day of Atonement Reference Material 

 

 Festivals  of  the  Jewish  Year by Theodor H.  Gaster (New 

York, 1953). 

 Known among the Jews as Yom Kippur, this day is the holiest 

day of the Jewish year.  Atonement may also be termed the Day of 

Purgation (Cleansing). Leviticus 16:31 describes it as "a sabbath 

of sabbaths."  It is an opportunity, year by year, to obtain 

divine forgiveness of sin, and to cleanse oneself before the 

LORD, Leviticus 16:30, restoring oneself to a state of wholeness 

and holiness, Leviticus 20:26 that Israel is supposed to be. 

Atonement involves individual as  well as collective 

purification. 

 The physical rites of purification shown in Leviticus 16, 

the washings, verses 4, 24, 26, 28;  sacrifices,  verses 5, 6, 

11, 15; fumigations, verses 12-13; sprinkling sacrificial blood, 

verses 14-15, 18-19; and changes of clothes, verses 4, 23; 

culminated in the dispatch into the desert of the goat to whom 

the collective sins of Israel had been previously transferred. 



 During the period of the Temple, only on the Day of 

Atonement, could the high priest utter the pronunciation of YHVH, 

instead of substituting "the Lord (Adonai)." 

 The rigorous fast and total abstinence of work may only be 

broken in the case of serious illness or where life is imperiled. 

The preceding evening and the whole of the day are devoted to 

religious services. 

 

Scriptures Read By Jews on Atonement 

 

 Besides Leviticus 16 and Numbers 29:7-11, Isaiah 57:14 

through 58:14, and the Book of Jonah are read.  The theme of 

these latter passages is true repentance. 

 One of The Book of Jonah's major points is the contrast 

between the instant trust and ready repentance of the heathen and 

the lack of confidence and infidelity of the servant of God.  

When the storm rages at sea, the idolatrous mariners immediately 

call upon their gods, but Jonah does not call on the true God. 

Instead, he goes inside the ship to sleep.  When they find out 

that Jonah is responsible for the tempest, they acknowledge the 

LORD.  The king and the whole city of Nineveh fast in sackcloth 

and do repent, but Jonah is displeased. 

 The "Atonement Lesson" of the Book of Jonah is that (1) 

God's people sometimes have a harder time repenting than heathens 

do, (2) fasting is necessary to really repent, (3) if God 

accepted the repentance of heathen Nineveh, He will certainly 

accept the genuine repentance of His people, (4) It is impossible 

to flee from God's presence. He sees all, and your sin shall find 

you out, Numbers 32:23. 

 The Hebrew word for Jonah means "dove," the symbol used in 

Song of Solomon as a representation of Israel.  Thus, the story 

of Jonah is an allegory of Israel's constant disobedience to 

God's command and of its vain efforts to flee from His presence.  

The "great fish" symbolizes lawlessness or chaos, or exile and 

captivity, in which Israel finds itself "engulfed" until released 

by the mercy of God. 

 Jonah was used by God to encourage King Jeroboam II of 

Israel to restore the boundary of territory of Israel, because 

God had mercy on them, II Kings 14:25-27.  

 Further readings on the Day of Atonement include Leviticus 

18, which says in verse 4,  "Ye shall do My judgments  and keep 

My ordinances . . . ," and continues with the account of 

forbidden marriages, warning one not to fall into (sexual) 

temptation. 

 Another passage is Micah 7:18-20, which emphasizes God's 

mercy. 

 According to Leviticus 25:9, the Jubilee Year began on the 

Day of Atonement. Regarded as a holy period, the Jubilee could 

not begin until after the annual purification and re-

sanctification had taken place. 

 The fall festivals correspond to the spring festivals:  

Nisan 1 corresponds to Tishri 1 (Day of Trumpets), Nisan 10 (day 



Passover lamb selected) corresponds to Tishri 10 (Day of 

Atonement) and Feast of Unleavened Bread (Nisan 15-21) to the 

Feast  of Tabernacles (Tishri 15-21). 

 

The Jewish Festivals by Hayyim Schauss (Cincinnati, 1938). 

 

 During the time of the Second Temple, Jews referred to the 

Day of Atonement as "The Great Day," or "The Day."  Jews in all 

lands fasted and spent the day entirely in the synagogue, 

earnestly praying. Philo notes that even backsliding Jews became 

"very pious" on that day.  After destruction of the Temple, 

Atonement continued to be the greatest day of the Jewish year. 

 

A Guide to Yom Kippur by Rabbi Louis Jacobs (London, 1957) 

 

 The Day of Atonement is an awesome and joyful day of 

repentance, a day of peace and harmony and reconciliation, of 

prayer and reverence and awe when man comes face to face with 

God. 

 Jewish Rabbis have noted that the numerical value of the 

letters for the Hebrew word for Satan totals 364, one less than 

the number of days in the year.  And on that one day, the Day of 

Atonement, the Satan of strife, contention, coarseness and 

materialism, holds no sway over human affairs. 

 It is hypocritical to devote one day in the year to prayer, 

fasting and introspection, and forget all about these things 

during the rest of the year.  Unless the Day of Atonement has an 

effect on those who observe it during the whole year, there is no 

meaning to the day.  He who says, "I will sin and the Day of 

Atonement will atone for my sin," does not find atonement. 

 During Temple times, the day of Atonement was unique in 

that the High Priest discarded his garments of splendor, and 

wearing only the plain linen tunic and garments of the common 

priest, entered the Holy of Holies to atone for his own sins as 

well as those of all Israel. 

 In Rabbinical literature, Yom Kippur is the great and holy 

day Israel meets its God, the Judgment Day, the culmination of 

the Ten Days of Repentance beginning with the Day of Trumpets, 

when God is especially near, when Moses brought down the second 

tablets of the Ten Commandments, showing God had mercy and had 

pardoned them for the sin of worshipping the golden calf. 

 Jews believe that Atonement is only for sins committed 

against God.  For offenses against one's neighbor, man does not 

find atonement on Yom Kippur until he has pacified (given 

restitution to) those he has offended. 

 Though a day of fasting and self-denial, Atonement is also 

a day of joy because sin is pardoned and man is reconciled to 

God. 

 Rabbis thought Atonement was a particularly fitting 

occasion for girls to dress up in finery, and young men to 

propose to them.  Thus a proposal of marriage could be carried 

out in the right spirit, without the object of lust, because on 



Atonement we are striving to overcome the lust of the flesh, and 

because Atonement is the holiest day of the year and marriage is 

the holiest relationship God has ordained. 

 

The Name "Yom Kippur" 

 

 Yom Kippur (literally, "Day Atonement") is the common 

Jewish form of the Biblical Yom Ha-Kippurim ("Day of Atonements," 

plural).  We need atonements for the many sins we have committed. 

Kippurim and Kapparah mean "to scour," "to cleanse thoroughly," 

"to ease," or "to cover, hide out of sight." 

 

Fasting 

 

 From the earliest times, "afflicting the soul," Leviticus 

16:29 was  understood to mean fasting.  Isaiah 58:3 proves this. 

 The Mishnah (code of Jewish interpretation) forbids eating, 

drinking, washing, anointing and marital intercourse on the Day 

of Atonement. 

 Four main reasons for the command to fast on the Day of 

Atonement: 

 (1) By fasting we show contrition for the wrong we have 

done and the good we have failed to do.  It is not mashochism.  

Fasting fulfills the need to make a self-sacrifice in order to 

demonstrate that one has repented and not merely given lip 

service of sorrow for past sins.  Fasting affirms a man's 

sincerity, and shows he knows he deserves to be punished for his 

sins. 

 (2) Self-discipline. Repentance must be preceded by an 

attempt at self-discipline.  The ideal person is one who is hard 

on himself but indulgent towards others.  Fasting on the Day of 

Atonement serves as a reminder for the need of self-discipline 

which leads to self-improvement. 

 (3) Fasting is a means of focusing the mind on the 

spiritual. 

 (4) Fasting is a means of awakening compassion for others. 

See Isaiah 58:6-7. 

Customs Connected With Atonement 

 

 Before going to the Synagogue, the father of the house 

blesses the children.  To sons, he says, "God make you as Ephraim 

and Manasseh," and the daughters, "God make you as Sarah, 

Rebekah, Rachel and Leah." 

 If possible, food should not even be handled on the Day of 

Atonement, except to give children their meals.  Jews feel that 

children under nine should not be allowed to fast even for a few 

hours.  But from this age on they should be trained to fast in 

gradually longer periods.  It is believed that a sick person does 

not have to fast if he feels strongly that to fast may endanger 

his life. 



 After Yom Kippur, Jews have a minor feast, quoting 

Ecclesiastes 9:7, "Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, And drink 

thy wine with a merry heart; for God now accepteth thy works." 

 

The Reality of Sin 

 

 The Day of Atonement drives home three points, (1) that sin 

is real, an offense against God, (2) that God, nonetheless 

pardons sin, and (3) that such pardon does not come unless man 

does something -- repents with fasting, rends his heart.  There 

are three Bible Hebrew terms for sin: 

 (1) Pesha means rebellion. It is the attitude of mind in 

which a man sets himself up as the sole judge of his actions, 

recognizing neither God nor His law. Pesha signifies the refusal 

of man to consider himself accountable to God for his actions. 

 (2) Avon comes from a root meaning "to be twisted," or "to 

be crooked" (compare our word, "a crook").  An example is man who 

starts out right, but throws everything away in an act of folly. 

 (3) Het comes from a root meaning "to miss," used, for 

instance, when an archer fails to hit the target.  Het denotes 

lack of character or staying power.  It can also mean unwitting 

sin, and the careless driver, slack teacher, overindulgent or 

neglectful parent, and thoughtless son, are all guilty of het.  

 

Repentance 

 

 Teshubah, the Hebrew word for repentance, means "turning 

back."  It involves, according to Jews, (1) contrition for the 

sin committed and (2) firm resolve not to repeat it. 

 

Day of Atonement in the Talmud 

 

 After the Ten Commandments were given to Israel on 

Pentecost, Moses ascended Mt. Sinai and remained there 40 days to 

receive the Tablets.  He descended on the 17th of Tammuz and 

broke the Tablets because the people worshipped the Golden Calf.  

For forty days Moses set up his tent beyond the camp of Israel, 

and the people mourned.  On the 1st of Elul (sixth month), Moses 

ascended the mountain to receive the Second Tablets.  During this 

period the Hebrews fasted daily from sunrise to sunset.  On the 

40th day they fasted from sunset to sunset.  This was Tishri 10.  

On the morning of the 10th, the Hebrews wept when Moses came down 

with the tablets, and he wept when he beheld their repentance.  

Then God said, "Your repentance is accepted, and this day will 

remain the Day of Atonement throughout all generations." -- Tanna 

Eliyahu Zuta, 4 

 Why are there two goats, one a sacrifice on the altar, and 

one a sacrifice on the rock to Azazel?  The goats represent Esau 

and Jacob, or the wicked and the righteous.  Both were born in 

the same home; both were brought up in goodness. Yet one chose to 

labor for God, and the other against God. "Az" means "impudent." 

"Azal" means "departed."  If Israel is impudent and disobedient, 



he shall be forced to take his departure into lands of exile. -- 

Abrabanel, Ahare 

 Rabbi Simi gave a Yom Kippur sermon based on Hosea 14:2 and 

Ezekiel 36:26.  Satan is compared to a large rock in the middle 

of a highway where people stumbled over it, or even a rock in 

people's heart. God says, "Let each of you break off a piece by 

means of repentance, and resolve not to obey it.  When the Evil 

Impulse is sufficiently crushed, I shall in the days-to-come 

remove Satan from your midst." -- Pesikta Shubah, Ruhn, page 165a 

 Things between thee and God are forgiven on Yom Kippur . . 

. .  Satan accuses the Jews every day of the year except on the 

Day of Atonement. -- Sifra to Ahare, Yoma, 20a 

 Satan is locked up on Yom Kippur. -- Midrash Tehillim, 27 

 Rabbi Jose said: "He who repents is regarded by God as if 

he went up to Jerusalem and offered sacrifices to Him," Psalm 

51:19. -- Pesikta Shubah Buber, 158 

 Jewish tradition also holds that Atonement was the day Adam 

both sinned and repented; and also the day on which Abraham was 

circumcised. 

 

"Jesus' Ministry and the Jubilee Year," from The Sabbaths of God 

by James L. Porter (New York, 1966)    

 

 Jesus began His ministry in the fall of 27 A.D.  He had 

been baptized a few months before the Passover in 27 A.D., then 

after the Temptation, calling disciples and the Cana wine 

miracle, He went to Jerusalem for Passover, then through Samaria, 

and began his public ministry in the fall, near his 30th 

birthday, Luke 3:23. 

 In Luke 4:16, when He came to Nazareth, He read "on the 

sabbath day."  This should be translated "Day of Weeks," or 

Pentecost.  This was Pentecost of 28 A.D., during the Jubilee 

Year of 27-28 A.D. (Day of Atonement to Day of Atonement). 

 The portion He read, "He has sent me to proclaim release to 

the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, To set at 

liberty them that are bruised, to proclaim the acceptable year of 

the Lord" is cited from Isaiah 61:1-2, and clearly shows a 

Jubilee setting.  Pentecost and Jubilee are both counted. 

 The prophecy in Isaiah is speaking of the time Israel will 

be resettled in their land forever, Isaiah 60:21, "Your people 

also shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the land forever 

. . . ," and Isaiah 49:6, 8, 9, " . . . you should be My servant 

to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved 

[desolations] of Israel . . . .   Thus says the LORD, in an 

acceptable time have I heard you . . . and I will preserve thee 

and give thee for a covenant of the people, to establish the 

earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages.  That thou may 

say to the prisoners, Go forth, . . . " 

 In the future, Christ will force a Jubilee on all Israel.  

In 28 A.D., He was proclaiming a Jubilee for those who would 

accept it voluntarily.  The Day of Vengeance [which portion of 

Isaiah 61:2 Jesus did not quote] is future and yet to be 



fulfilled.  Isaiah 61:4, "And they shall build the old wastes, 

they shall raise up the former desolations, and they shall repair 

the waste cities, the desolations of many generations." 

 Israel entered the land in the year 1493-1492 B.C.  The 

year of Jubilee when Sennacherib came against Judah (Isaiah 

37:30-32 and II Kings 19:29) was 709-708 B.C., and when Christ 

read the prophecy from Isaiah, 27-28 A.D.  Thus, 1987-88 and 

2036-37 will be Jubilees. 

 COMMENT: Porter's calculations are incorrect according to 

the Jewish Encyclopedia, because if 27-28 A.D. was a Jubilee, 77-

78 A.D. would be a Jubilee, and so on, so that 1927-28 and 1977-

78 were Jubilees.  It is interesting to note that Mr. Herbert W. 

Armstrong was baptized and began preaching in 1927-28, a possible 

Jubilee year. 

 The Jewish Encyclopedia, article "Sabbatical Year and 

Jubilee," says that the jubilee law came into force after the 

Israelites came into possession of Palestine, Leviticus 25.  

Jubilee was like a Sabbath rest year, with the addition that "ye 

shall return every man unto his possession," Leviticus 25:10.  

See Josephus, Antiquities vi., 8, 28. 

 "The majority of rabbis hold that the jubilee year was an 

intercalation, and followed the seventh Sabbatical year, making 

two fallow years in succession. After both had passed, the next 

cycle began.  They adduce this theory from the plain words of the 

Law to `hallow the fiftieth year,' and also from the assurance of 

God's promise of a yield in the sixth year sufficient for 

maintenance during the following three years, until the ninth 

year, until her fruits come in,' Leviticus 25:22, which, they 

say, refers to the jubilee year."  The duration of the Sabbatical 

year was from Day of Trumpets to Day of Trumpets. 

 Maimonides notes in one of his writings that "the 

Sabbatical year occurred last year" which has been interpreted as 

1507 of the Seleucidan era, 4956 of creation and 1195 C.E.  Jews 

have been lax in observing the 7th and 50th years.  As a result, 

the exact year of the sabbatical year is in dispute. 

 Talmudic sources state the entrance of Israel into 

Palestine occurred in 2489 after creation, and 850 years, or 17 

jubilees passed between that and the destruction of the First 

Temple.  The first cycle began after the conquest of the land and 

its distribution among the tribes -- which took 14 years -- so 

that the first 7th year observed was the 21st year of the cycle. 

Joshua celebrated the first jubilee, and died just before the 

second.  The last jubilee was on the tenth of Tishri, when the 

city was smitten, Ezekiel 40:1. 

 The Samaritan "Book of Joshua" date the first month of the 

first Sabbatical cycle and of the first jubilee cycle beginning 

from the crossing of the Jordan and entrance of Israel into their 

possession, 2794 after creation. 

 Talmudic writers state both the First and Second Temples 

were destroyed "on the closing of the Sabbatical year."  The 

sixteenth jubilee was in the 18th year of Josiah (who reigned 31 

years) and the remaining 13 years of his reign, plus the 11 years 



of Jehoiakim and Jehoiachin and the 11 years of Zedekiah, fix the 

first exilic year as the 36th year of the jubilee cycle, or the 

25th year of the captivity of Jehoiachin, or 14 years from the 

destruction of the holy city. 

 Babylonian captivity lasted 70 years.  Ezra sanctified 

Palestine in the 7th year of the second entrance, when the Temple 

was dedicated, Ezra 6:15-16, 7:7.  The first cycle began with 

Ezra's sanctification.  The Second Temple stood 420 years, and 

was destroyed, like the First, in the 421st year, at the close of 

a sabbatical year. 

 Rule of Talmud for finding sabbatical year is to add one 

year and divide by seven the number of years since the 

destruction of the Second Temple, or add 2 for every 100 years 

and divide the sum by seven. 

 Maimonides's calculations have been accepted by most Jewish 

scholars.  He gives a sabbatical year as 1175 C.E., and he begins 

the cycle by the year following the destruction of the Temple.  

Another  fixed year has been 1552.  These show that the 

destruction of the Second Temple was in a sabbatical year, 68-69 

A.D., although it was not a jubilee year. 

 

A Comparison of the Seventh and Jubilee Years 

 

Seventh Year    

 1. Begins at Feast of Tabernacles Deuteronomy 31:10. 

 2. Land rested at the beginning of the Seventh Year for 

the whole year; all crops including grapes and olives, except 

fruit trees, not harvested.  Purpose: that the poor may eat, give 

a sabbath to the land, Exodus 23:10-11; Leviticus 19:23. 

 3. At the beginning of the year, Hebrew bondservants are 

released, if they so desire.  They serve six years, are released 

"in the seventh year," with plenty of food.  If they won't be 

released, an aul was bored through one of their ears, they became 

servants for ever, Deuteronomy 15:12-18. 

 4. At the end of the seventh year, all debts are released 

to "brothers," but not to "foreigners."  Purpose: to help the 

poor, Deuteronomy 15:1-11. 

 

Jubilee, 50th Year 

 1. Begins on Day of Atonement, with the sound of the 

trumpet (after the goat ceremony is completed), Leviticus 25:9. 

 2. Follows the 49th year, and like it, the land is 

rested, making two consecutive years the land is rested.  

Purpose: to show that God will bless you, providing enough crops 

the 48th year to last for three years until the harvest of the 

crops planted in the 51st year, Leviticus 25:20-22. 

 3. Every man to be returned to his own possession.  

Purpose: so we will not oppress one another, Leviticus 25:10-17. 

 4. At end of 50th year, another 50-year cycle begins; the 

51st year is the first year of a new seven year cycle. See Jewish 

Encyclopedia, Article, "Sabbatical Year and Jubilee."ê 

 



 

Day of Atonement:  Liberty Through Fasting 

 

 After Jesus Christ returns as a conquering king, there are 

events that must occur before the Kingdom of God can be set up.  

God must perform  some unfinished business. 

 The tenth day of the seventh month is the fifth of God's 

seven annual Festivals, the Day of Atonement.  This festival must 

be fulfilled before the Millennium can commence.  What does this 

day of fasting have to do with the Fall Harvest? 

 

 

Jubilee Year 

 

 The Day of Atonement also has a trumpet associated with it.  

This trumpet is sounded on the tenth day of the seventh month in 

the year of Jubilee:  "Then shalt thou cause the TRUMPET of the 

JUBILEE to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month, in the 

Day of Atonement shall ye make the trumpet sound throughout all 

the land," Leviticus 25:9. 

 

Liberty For Israel 

 

 The epic up-coming Jubilee will probably represent the 

regathering of modern Israel from the various places on earth 

where they are imprisoned or in hiding, after being taken into 

captivity, either just before or during the Great Tribulation.  

After years of horror, Israel will again be free!  What a 

wonderful occurrence that will be. 

 "Ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and PROCLAIM LIBERTY 

throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof: it 

shall be a jubilee unto you; and ye shall return every man unto 

his possession, and ye shall return every man unto his family," 

Leviticus 25:10. 

 

First Goat:  The Lord 

 

 Leviticus 16 is the Day of Atonement chapter.  Here we find 

the High Priest going into the Holy of Holies before the Mercy 

Seat for a once a year special sin offering, Leviticus 16:2-3. 

 Then two goats are chosen and lots cast to determine which 

one of the goats will be representative of the Lord (type of 

Christ).  This goat is to be offered as a sin offering, 

slaughtered as was Christ, with the blood brought inside the veil 

of the most holy place and sprinkled on the mercy seat, Leviticus 

16:7-9, 15. 

 

Second Goat:  Azazel 

 

 What about the second goat, the one called "Azazel" which 

is translated "scapegoat" in the King James Version?  This goat 

is not to be killed, but rather is presented alive to the Lord, 



later to be released into the wilderness.  This in turn leads to 

other possible translations for azazel:  "escape goat," 

"removed," "separated," Leviticus 16:8, 10. 

 But, there is controversy about this goat.  There are two 

widely different views, each of which seems to have support from 

the Bible. 

 View 1:  The "scapegoat" represents Satan the Devil who 

will have the sins of all mankind placed on him since he is the 

author and father of sin.  He is then sent by an angel into the 

wilderness forever, Leviticus 16:20-22. 

 View 2:  The "azazel" goat represents another aspect of 

Jesus Christ, the one who had all the sins of mankind placed on 

Him; He had to die in order to pay the penalty of sin.  Christ 

carries our sins -- not the Devil. 

 A third view says that the first goat represents Christians 

faithful to their calling even unto death.  The second goat is 

symbolic of Christians who left their calling and had to go 

through the Great Tribulation. 

 

Atonement 

 

 Jesus Christ died for our sins, and all our sins were borne 

by Him.  This is the likely meaning of the two goats:  two 

aspects of Christ.  Although it might be poetic justice to place 

all sins on Satan's head, the fact is that it is Christ who will 

bring reconciliation with our heavenly Father. 

 "The goat on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat 

[azazel], shall be presented alive before the Lord, to make an 

ATONEMENT . . ." Leviticus 16:10.  It is Christ that makes 

atonement with God. 

 

Fasting 

 

 The Day of Atonement is the only festival of God which 

requires fasting by those observing it.  No work including 

preparation of food is allowed on this day, Leviticus 23:27-28. 

 Why is there no work?  "Ye shall do NO WORK in that same 

day: for IT IS A DAY OF ATONEMENT, to make an atonement for you 

before the Lord your God," Leviticus 23:28.  One of the best ways 

to get close to God is to "afflict your soul," Leviticus 23:27, 

which means to fast.  David said, "I humbled [margin:  afflicted] 

my soul with fasting" Psalm 35:13. 

 Fasting on a regular basis is an excellent way to tame your 

human nature and get close to God in prayer and study.  It is 

only once a year that God names the specific day for you to fast 

(other fast days are on an individual choice basis).  And this is 

so you can be more at one with Him. 

-- written by Gary Sjordalê 

 

 

Atonement Quiz 

 



Answers to the following quiz are at the end of this section. 

 

Matching -- Day of Atonement 

 

 

 1. afflict one's soul 

 2. Day of Atonement 

 3. depart from right way, 

  to be twisted 

 4. Elijah 

 5. fail in duty, negligence, 

  sin of ignorance 

 6. Jesus 

 7. "liberty," 50th year 

 8. Manasseh 

 9. miss the mark 

 10. Moses 

 11. rebellion against God 

 12. scapegoat 

 

 

 

__ a.wicked king who repented and fasted, II Chron. 33:11-13 

__ b.pesha, Strong's #6586, Isa. 1:2, transgression 

__ c.jubilee, began on Atonement, Leviticus 25:8-17 

__ d. 40 day Sinai fast, Ex. 34:28 

__ e. to fast, Psa. 35:13, Isa. 58:3 

__ f. het, Strong's #2399, Psa. 51:5 

__ g. Azazel 

__ h.avon, Strong's #5771, iniquity, crime, depraved action, Job 

31:11 

__ i. Yom Kippur 

__ j. 40 day fast as he fled to Sinai, 

 I Kings 19:1-8 

__ k.asham, Strong's #816, Lev. 4:13 

__ l.40 day fast before Satan tempted him, Matthew 4:1-2 

 

Fill in the Blanks 

 

1."Also on the _____ day of this seventh month there shall be a 

day of atonement:  it shall be an holy ___________ unto you; and 

ye shall _______ your _____ . . . ,"  Leviticus 23:27. 

 

2." . . . I humbled my soul with _______,"  Psalm 35:13. 

 

3."The sacrifices of God are a broken ______: a broken and a 

contrite _____, O God, Thou wilt not despise,"  Psalm 51:17. 

 

4."Is not this the fast that I have chosen?  to loose the bands 

of __________, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the 

oppressed go free, and that ye break every ____?"  Isaiah 58:6. 

 



5." . . . God resisteth the _____, but giveth grace unto the 

______.  Submit yourselves therefore to God.  Resist the _____, 

and he will flee from you.  Draw nigh to God, and He will draw 

nigh to you.  Cleanse your _____, ye sinners; and purify your 

______, ye double minded.  Be ________, and mourn, and weep:  let 

your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness.  

______ yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He shall ____ you 

up,"  James 4:6-10. 

 

6."_______ is he whose transgression is ________, whose sin is 

_______.  Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not 

iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no _____,"  Psalm 32:1-2. 

 

General Questions 

 

On a separate sheet of paper, answer these questions: 

 

1. What does the word "atonement," kippurim, mean? 

 

2.Leviticus 16 describes the special Old Testament rites 

associated with the Day of Atonement.  Explain what these events 

and individuals represent:  Aaron, Holy Place, priest's garments, 

high priest washes himself, incense, casting of lots, sacrificed 

goat, laying on of hands on the live goat, scapegoat, fit man, 

wilderness. 

 

3.What two things are absolutely forbidden on the Day of 

Atonement?  Leviticus 23:27-32. 

 

 

ANSWERS 

 

Matching -- Day of Atonement: 8a, 11b, 7c, 10d, 1e, 9f, 12g, 3h, 

2i 4j, 5k, 6l 

 

Fill in the Blanks:  1.  tenth, convocation, afflict, souls;  2.  

fasting;  3.  spirit, heart;  4.  wickedness, yoke;  5.  proud, 

humble, devil, hands, hearts, afflicted, humble, lift;  6.  

Blessed, forgiven, covered, guile. 

 

General Questions: 

1.  Atonement means, "to scour, cleanse thoroughly, ease, cover, 

hide out of sight."  In other words, to expiate, to pay the 

penalty of or for. 

 

2.  Aaron=type of Christ; Holy Place=throne room of Almighty in 

Heaven; priest's garments=righteousness; high priest washes 

himself=you must cleanse yourself to be in God's presence; 

incense=prayers; casting of lots=appeal to God to intervene to 

determine who is His; sacrificed goat=sacrifice of Messiah for 

our part in our sins; laying on of hands on the live goat=sins 

placed on Satan's head for his part in our sins; scapegoat=Satan 



the Devil; fit man=angel who binds Satan; wilderness=bottomless 

pit. 

 

3.  (a) Failing to afflict oneself, (b) doing any kind of work.ê_ 
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Introduction 

 



Section Seven of Biblical Holy Days covers the wonderful Feast of 

Tabernacles and Last Great Day.  Our purpose is to provide 

resource material and in-depth instruction for those who already 

observe these sacred times.  The inspiring Fall Holy Days 

complete God's Master Plan.  The Feast of Tabernacles looks 

forward to the Millennium, and the Last Great Day points to the 

Judgment of all mankind.  As with spring festivals, the great 

fall festivals are often combined in our thinking. 

 

Here is a summary collection of Feast of Tabernacles data: 

 

 

Feast of Tabernacles 

and Last Great Day 

 

_We dwell in booths (temporary dwellings) for seven days, to 

teach us that we are strangers and pilgrims on this earth, 

looking forward to a New Heavens and New Earth wherein dwells 

righteousness. 

 

_More than any other time of the year, we plan to travel (make a 

pilgrimage) to be with other brethren at the Feast. 

 

_The first and last days of the Feast are holy convocations.  We 

expect also to drink in the Almighty's Word all eight days of the 

festival. 

 

_Truly, the Feast of Tabernacles is the most joyous time of the 

year, the "Season of Our Rejoicing." 
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F E A S T   O F   T A B E R N A C L E S 

 

 Feast of Booths    Succoth 

 Feast of Ingathering   Aciph 

 Pilgrimage Feast    Hag 

 Divine Appointment   Moed 

 Sabbath (on First Day)   Shabbat 

 Holy Convocation (on First Day)  Mikra Kodesh 

 

"Season of Our Rejoicing," Fall Harvest Festival, Dedication of 

the Temple, The World To Come, Songs of Degrees (Ascent), Psalms 

120 through 134  

 

Isaiah 2:2-4, "And it shall come to pass in the last days, that 

the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established in the top 

of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all 

nations shall flow unto it.  And many people shall go and say, 

Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 

house of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and 

we will walk in His paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the 

law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And He shall judge 

among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall 

beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into 

pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn war any more." 

 

Isaiah 11:6, 9,  "The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and 

the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the 

young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall 

lead them . . . .  They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy 

mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 

Lord, as the waters cover the sea." 

 

Revelation 2:26-27, "And he that overcometh, and keepeth My works 

unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: And he 

shall rule them with a rod of iron . . . ."  5:10, "And hast made 

us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the 

earth."  20:4, "And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and 

judgment was given unto them: . . . and they lived and reigned 

with Christ a thousand years." 

 

Zechariah 14:16-19, "And it shall come to pass, that every one 

that is left . . . shall even go up from year to year to worship 



the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the Feast of 

Tabernacles.  And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all 

the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the 

Lord of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain. . . . This shall 

be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of all nations 

that come not up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles." 

 

 

L A S T  G R E A T  D A Y 

 

 The Eighth Day    Yom Sh'meenee 

 Divine Appointment   Moed 

 Sabbath     Shabbat 

 Holy Convocation    Mikra Kodesh 

 Solemn Assembly    Azereth 

 

 The Day of the Book, Judgment Day, Great White Throne 

Judgment 

 

Ezekiel 37:1-10,  "The hand of the Lord . . . carried me out in 

the spirit of the Lord, and set me down in the midst of the 

valley which was full of bones . . . .  they were very dry . . . 

.  can these bones live? . . . .  and they lived, and stood up 

upon their feet, an exceeding great army." 

 

John 7:37-39, "In the last day, that great day of the feast, 

Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come 

unto Me, and drink.  He that believeth on Me, as the scripture 

hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 

(But this spake He of the Spirit, which they that believe on Him 

should receive . . . ." 

 

Revelation 20:11-15, "And I saw a great white throne, and Him 

that sat on it, . . .  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand 

before God; and the books were opened: and another book was 

opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out 

of those things which were written in the books, according to 

their works.  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and 

death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they 

were judged every man according to their works.  And death and 

hell were cast into the lake of fire.  This is the second death.  

And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast 

into the lake of fire." 

 

Revelation 21:3-7, "And I heard a great voice out of heaven 

saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will 

dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself 

shall be with them, and be their God.  And God shall wipe away 

all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 

neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: 

for the former things are passed away.  And He that sat upon the 

throne said, Behold, I make all things new . . . .  I will give 



unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life 

freely.  He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will 

be his God, and he shall be My son." 

 

 

Feast of Tabernacles and Last Great Day 

 

 

A Feast of the LORD, 

an Holy Convocation 

 

 Leviticus 23:2, 4, 37, 44, . . . the feasts of the LORD, 

which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, even these are 

My feasts . . . .  These are the feasts of the LORD, even holy 

convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their seasons . . . .  

These are the feasts of the LORD,  which ye shall proclaim to be 

holy convocations . . . the feasts of the LORD. 

 

A Seven-Day Feast of 

Dwelling in Booths 

 

 Leviticus 23:34, 39-43, The fifteenth day of this seventh 

month shall be the feast of tabernacles for seven days unto the 

LORD. On the first day shall be an holy convocation: ye shall do 

no servile work therein . . . .  Also in the fifteenth day of the 

seventh month, when ye have gathered in the fruit of the land, ye 

shall keep a feast unto the LORD seven days: on the first day 

shall be a sabbath . . . .  And ye shall take you on the first 

day the boughs [fruit] of goodly trees, branches of palm trees, 

and the boughs of thick trees, and willows of the brook; and ye 

shall rejoice before the LORD your God seven days.  And ye shall 

keep it a feast unto the LORD seven days in the year. It shall be 

a statute for ever in your generations: ye shall celebrate it in 

the seventh month.  Ye shall dwell in booths seven days; all that 

are Israelites born shall dwell in booths; That your generations 

may know that I made the children of Israel to dwell in booths, 

when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your 

God. 

 

After Tabernacles is a Separate Feast, the "Last Great Day" 

 

 Leviticus 23:36, 39, . . . on the eighth day shall be an 

holy convocation unto you; and ye shall offer an offering made by 

fire unto the LORD: it is a solemn assembly [margin: "day of 

restraint"]; and ye shall do no servile work therein . . . on the 

eighth day shall be a sabbath. 

 John 7:37,  In the last day, that great day of the feast . 

. . . 

 

One of Three Annual Festival Times, Feast of Ingathering 

 



 Exodus 23:14-17,  Three times thou shalt keep a feast unto 

Me in the year . . . the feast of unleavened bread . . . the 

feast of harvest, the firstfruits [Pentecost] of thy labors, 

which thou hast sown in the field:  and the  feast  of 

ingathering, which is in the end of the [agricultural, civil] 

year, when thou hast gathered in thy labours out of the field.  

Three times in the year all thy males shall appear before the 

Lord GOD. 

 Exodus 34:22-23,  And thou shalt observe the feast of weeks 

[after the Feast of Unleavened Bread, verse 18], of the 

firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the feast of ingathering at the 

year's end.  Thrice in the year  shall  all  your men children 

appear before the Lord GOD, the God of Israel. 

 Leviticus 23:39,  Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh 

month, when ye have gathered in the fruit of the land, ye shall 

keep a feast unto the LORD seven days: on the first day shall be 

a sabbath, and on the eighth day shall be a sabbath [Last Great 

Day also a Harvest Festival]. 

 Deuteronomy 16:13,  Thou shalt observe the feast of 

tabernacles seven days, after that thou hast gathered in thy corn 

and thy wine. 

 

Holy Day Offering Commanded 

Three Times a Year 

 

 Deuteronomy 16:16-17,  Three times in a year shall all thy 

males appear before the LORD thy God in the place which He shall 

choose; in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of 

weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles: and they shall not appear 

before the LORD empty: Every man shall give as he is able, 

according to the blessing of the LORD thy God which He hath given 

thee. 

 

 

A "Solemn Feast," Yet a Time of Commanded Rejoicing 

 

 Deuteronomy 16:13-15,  Thou shalt observe the feast of 

tabernacles  seven days . . . .  And thou shall rejoice in thy 

feast, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy manservant, 

and thy maidservant, and the Levite, the stranger, and the 

fatherless, and the widow, that are within thy gates.  Seven days 

shalt thou keep a solemn feast unto the LORD thy God in the place 

which the LORD shall choose: because the LORD thy God shall bless 

thee in all thine increase, and in all the works of thine hands, 

therefore thou shalt surely rejoice. 

 Ecclesiastes 10:19,  A feast is made for laughter . . . . 

 Proverbs 15:15, . . . he that is of a merry heart hath a 

continual feast. 

 Psalm 42:4, . . . I had gone with the multitude, I went 

with them to the house of God, with the voice of joy and praise, 

with a multitude that kept holyday. 



 NOTE: The feast is solemn in that it is God's feast and 

must be kept with reverence and respect.  But it is joyous 

because we are to realize how much God has blessed us and shall 

bless us, if we remain faithful. 

 Ecclesiastes 7:2-4,  It is better to go to the house of 

mourning, than to go to the house of feasting: for that is the 

end of all men; and the living will lay it to his heart.  Sorrow 

is better than laughter:  for by the sadness of  the countenance 

the heart is made better.  The heart of the wise is in the house 

of mourning; but the heart of the fools is in the house of mirth. 

 NOTE: Is this a contradiction with the command to rejoice?  

NO!  Better to mourn all the time than feast all the time, 

because you consider the end of man, and the meaning of life when 

you are solemn, not when you are rejoicing.  God wants us to be 

balanced: learn to rejoice properly at the Feast, but also be 

solemn and consider the true values in life.  God says in 

Jeremiah 16:8-13 (author's paraphrase), "Don't go into the house 

of feasting [revelry], for those people have forsaken me; I will 

cause mirth and gladness to cease from them." 

 Isaiah 30:29,  Ye shall have a song, as in the night when a 

holy solemnity is kept; and gladness of heart, as when one goeth 

with a pipe to come into the mountain of the LORD, to the mighty 

One [Rock] of Israel. 

 

Proper Second Tithe Usage Shows Seven Purposes of Feast 

 

 Deuteronomy 14:22-27,  Thou shalt truly [faithfully] tithe 

all the increase of thy seed, that the field bringeth forth year 

by year [can't normally save one year's second tithe to the 

next].  And thou shalt eat before the LORD thy God, in the place 

which He shall choose to place His name there, the tithe of thy 

corn . . . wine . . . oil . . . firstlings . . . [1] that thou 

mayest learn to fear the LORD thy God always.  And if the way be 

too long for thee, so that thou art not able to carry it . . . .  

Then shalt thou turn it into money . . . and shalt go unto the 

place which the LORD thy God shall choose:  And thou shalt bestow 

that money for whatsoever thy soul lusteth after [rightly 

desires], for oxen, or for sheep, or for wine, or for strong 

drink . . . and thou shalt eat there before the LORD thy God, and 

[2] thou shalt rejoice [another purpose of Feast is to learn how 

to properly rejoice, how to use God's second tithe properly], 

thou, and thine household, And the Levite that is within thy 

gates . . . . 

 Another purpose of the Feast is to remember our exodus from 

spiritual Egypt, and that the LORD is our God: 

 Leviticus 23:42-43,  Ye shall dwell in booths seven days; 

all that are Israelites born shall dwell in booths, [3] That your 

generations may know that I made the children of Israel to dwell 

in booths, when I brought them out of the land of Egypt, [and 

that] [4] I am the LORD your God. 

 When Israel came out of Egypt, they dwelt in movable tents, 

and temporary shelters, showing them the impermanence of their 



lives during their sojourn in the wilderness.  This is a type for 

us today, showing that we, like Abraham, are sojourners on this 

earth, Hebrews 11:9-10.  We are not now receiving our 

inheritance.  The booths were a type of temporary, fragile, 

impermanent dwellings, indicating our reliance on God for 

sustenance and survival.  As sojourners, I Peter 2:11, we must 

learn to hold all things loosely.  This is especially difficult 

in this materialistic age when things seem to control us.  When 

Israel dwelt in tents, they were all equal, rich and poor lived 

alike.  During Tabernacles, all men are equal before God as each 

one sits in his sukkah and considers Him, not his own special 

status or his own material goods. 

 Faith in God requires flexibility.  We must be able to move 

when God moves.  The tabernacle was a portable structure that 

could be taken down and put up again in minutes.  It was always 

sensitive to the wind of the Holy Spirit.  In contrast, a house 

is stable and inflexible.  During the time of the tabernacle in 

the wilderness, Israel had personal direct contact with God.  

When they settled in houses in Israel and built a temple for God 

to dwell in, they lost the personal touch.  Amos 9:11 looks 

forward to the time when the tabernacle of David will be 

restored.  Revelation 21:3 reminds us that the tabernacle of God 

will dwell with men.  The tabernacle of Israel was portable, but 

Israel could see the glory of God hovering over them in the 

pillar of cloud and fire, and could see that God was leading 

them. 

 The Feast is designed so that the whole family may rejoice 

together and may learn to fear and obey God: 

 Deuteronomy 31:10-13, . . . At the end of every seven 

years, in the . . . feast of tabernacles, when all Israel is come 

to appear before the LORD thy God in the place which He shall 

choose, thou shalt read this law before all Israel in their 

hearing.  Gather the people together, men, and women, and 

children, and thy stranger that is within thy gates, [5] that 

they may hear, and that they may learn, and fear the LORD your 

God, and observe to do all the words of this law: And that their 

children, which have not known anything, may hear, and learn to 

fear the LORD your God, as long as ye live in the land . . . . 

 Thus, another purpose of the Feast shown by the above 

verses is to bring the family together.  See also: 

 Deuteronomy 16:13-14,  Thou shalt observe the feast of 

tabernacles seven days . . . .  Thou shalt rejoice in thy feast, 

thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy manservant, and thy 

maidservant . . . . 

 Continuing in verse 14 shows another purpose of the Feast: 

[6] to remember "the Levite, the stranger, and the fatherless, 

and the widow, that are within thy gates."  How do you remember 

the Levite, etc?  You share your second tithe with them, 

Deuteronomy 14:26-27.  Luke 14:13-14, "But when thou makest a 

feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind: And thou 

shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt 

be recompensed at the resurrection of the just." 



 Another purpose for keeping the Feast is [7] to know where 

is "the place which He shall choose to place His name," 

Deuteronomy 14:23.  In Samuel's day it was Shiloh, I Samuel 1:3; 

Judges 18:31.  God later chose Jerusalem, Deuteronomy 12:5; Psalm 

78:68; II Chronicles 7:12; but Christ prophesied of a time when 

Jerusalem would not be the place of worship, John 4:20-21.  In 

the future, Jerusalem will again be chosen, Zechariah 2:12.  So 

where is God's place today for keeping the Feast?  The Feast 

forces us to prove which group is the true Church, for only they 

will be keeping the Feast at "the place which He shall choose to 

place His name there." 

 

Tabernacles Signals Beginning 

of Year of Release 

 

 Deuteronomy 31:10,  At the end of every seven years, in the 

solemnity of the year of release, in the feast of tabernacles . . 

. . 

 The purpose of the seventh year of release was to alleviate 

the poor: 

 Deuteronomy 15:1-18,  At the end of every seven years thou 

shalt make a release . . . .  Every creditor that lendeth aught 

unto his neighbor shall release it . . . because it is called the 

LORD's release . . . .  Save when [to the end that] there shall 

be no poor among you . . . .  For the poor shall never cease out 

of the land: therefore I command thee, saying, Thou shalt open 

thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy poor, and to thy needy, 

in thy land. [This principle reminds us that excess second tithe 

is to be used to help needy brethren attend the Feast, not to 

help preach the gospel to foreigners, whose debts are not 

released, verse 3.]  And if thy brother, an Hebrew man, or . . . 

woman, be sold unto thee, and serve thee six years: then in the 

seventh year thou shalt let him go free from thee . . . .  And 

thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in the land of 

Egypt, and the LORD thy God redeemed thee . . . . 

 

Law to be Read on Tabernacles 

Every Seventh Year 

 

 Deuteronomy 31:10-13,  At the end of every seven years, in 

the solemnity of the year of release, in the feast of 

tabernacles, When all Israel is come to appear before the LORD 

thy God in the place which He shall choose, thou shalt read this 

law before all Israel in their hearing.  Gather the people 

together, men,  and women,  and children,  and thy stranger . . . 

that they may hear, and . . . learn, and fear the LORD . . . to 

do all the words of this law. 

 NOTE: Hebrew servants were released in the seventh year, 

and at the end of the seventh year, all debts among Israel are to 

be released.  Thus at the Feast of Tabernacles ending the seventh 

year, the whole law written by Moses was read to Israel, 

Deuteronomy 31:9.  The reason God ordered this was to instruct 



Israel in His laws so they would keep them and be blessed, and 

not have to go into debt and be released again seven years later.  

A "clean slate" was started; God wanted them to go the right way. 

 At the return of the Jews from captivity, on a seventh year 

Feast of Tabernacles, Ezra read out of the law every day, as a 

"clean slate" was again started: 

 Nehemiah 8:18,  Also day by day, from the first day unto 

the last day, he 

[Ezra, verse 13] read in the book of the law of God.  And they 

kept the feast seven days; and on the eighth day was a solemn 

assembly, according to the manner. 

 

Tabernacles Concludes Tithing Year 

 

 Exodus 23:16, . . . the feast of ingathering, which is in 

the end of the year, when thou hast gathered in thy labours out 

of the field. [See also Exodus 34:22.] 

 II Chronicles 31:2-12,  And Hezekiah . . . appointed also 

the king's portion . . . [for] the burnt offerings for the 

sabbaths, . . . new moons, and . . . set feasts . . . he 

commanded the people . . . to give the portion [tithe, see 

Numbers 8:21] of the priests and the Levites, that they might be 

encouraged in the law of the LORD . . . . they [Israel] also 

brought in the tithe . . . and laid them by heaps.  In the third 

month [Pentecost, beginning of the harvest] they began to  lay  

the foundation of the heaps, and finished them in the seventh 

month [Feast of Tabernacles] . . . [they] brought in the 

offerings and the tithes and the dedicated things faithfully . . 

. . 

 

Special Sacrifices of Tabernacles 

and Last Great Day 

 

 Numbers 29:12-40,  And on the fifteenth day of the seventh 

month ye shall have an holy convocation; ye shall do no servile 

work, and ye shall keep a feast unto the LORD seven days . . . .  

On the eighth day ye shall have a solemn assembly: ye shall do no 

servile work therein. 

 

  Burnt Young    Yearling 

  Offerings Bullocks    Rams Lambs 

 

 1st Day  13   2   14 

 2nd Day  12   2   14 

 3rd Day  11   2   14 

 4th Day  10   2   14 

 5th Day  9   2   14 

 6th Day  8   2   14 

 7th Day  7   2   14 

    70   14   98 = 182 

 8th Day  1   1   7 

 



 Also on each of the eight days, the meal offering was 

given, of flour mixed with oil, three tenths ephah flour with one 

half hin of oil with each bullock, two tenths ephah was one third 

hin per ram, and one tenth ephah with 1/4 hin per lamb.  (See 

Numbers 15:1-10.)  The total of ephahs of flour for all 

sacrifices is 336 (48 x 7).  Also a kid of the goats was offered 

each day for a sin offering. 

 

Special Psalms Sung During 

Feast of Tabernacles 

 

 (1) The fifteen "songs of degrees," or "songs of ascent," 

Psalms 120-134, were sung by pilgrims on the way up to Jerusalem 

to keep the Feast.  The Levites sang these psalms as they 

ascended the 15 steps in the Temple from the court of women to 

the court of Israel. 

 (2) The "Hallel (Praise God) Psalms," Psalms 113-118, were 

also sung during the Feast. 

 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Israel Dwelt in Tabernacles 

 

 Hebrews 11:9,  By faith he [Abraham] sojourned in the land 

of promise as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with 

Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise. 

 Genesis 33:17,  And Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and built 

him an house, and made booths for his cattle: therefore the name 

of the place is called Succoth [booths]. 

 Exodus 12:37,  And the children of Israel journeyed from 

Rameses to Succoth [their first stopping place] . . . . 

 Exodus 13:20,  And they took their journey from Succoth, 

and encamped in Etham . . . . 

 

A Yearly Feast Kept During 

Time of the Judges 

 

 Judges 21:19, . . . Behold, there is a feast of the LORD in 

Shiloh yearly in a place which is on the north side of Bethel, on 

the east side of the highway that goeth up from Bethel to 

Shechem. [Continuing, verses 20-24, during the Feast, Benjamites 

caught maidens at Shiloh for their wives.] 

 Judges 18:31, . . . the house of God was in Shiloh. 

 I Samuel 1:3  And this man [Elkanah, father of Samuel] went 

up out of his city yearly to worship and to sacrifice unto the 

LORD of hosts in Shiloh. 

 NOTE: These passages are probably referring to the Feast of 

Tabernacles. 

 

Solomon Extended Feast During the Temple Dedication 

 

 I Kings 8:2-3, 6, 65-66,  And all the men of Israel 

assembled themselves unto king Solomon at the feast in the month 

Ethanim [Tishri], which is the seventh month. And all the elders 



of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark . . . to the most 

holy place . . . .  And at that time Solomon held a feast, and 

all Israel with him, a great congregation, from the entering in 

of Hamath unto the river of Egypt, before the LORD our God, seven 

days and seven days, even fourteen days.  On the eighth day he 

sent the people away: and they blessed [thanked] the king, and 

went unto their tents joyful and glad of heart for all the 

goodness that the LORD had done for David his servant, and for 

Israel his people. [Parallel passage, II Chronicles 5:3, 7:8-11.] 

 II Chronicles 8:12-13,  Then  Solomon  offered  burnt  

offerings  unto  the LORD . . . according to the commandment of 

Moses, on the sabbaths, and on the new moons, and on the solemn 

feasts, three times in the year, even in the feast of unleavened 

bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of 

tabernacles. 

 NOTE:  Purpose of the house for God is to celebrate the 

feasts of the LORD. 

 II Chronicles 2:1, 4,  And Solomon determined to build an 

house for the name of the LORD . . . to dedicate it to Him, and 

to burn before Him sweet incense . . . and for the burnt 

offerings morning and evening, on the sabbaths, and on the new 

moons, and on the solemn feasts of the LORD our God. This is an 

ordinance for ever to Israel. 

 

Jeroboam's Counterfeit Feast 

in the Eighth Month 

 

 I Kings 12:32-37,  And Jeroboam ordained a feast in the 

eighth month, on the fifteenth day of the month  [between  

October  and November], like unto the feast that is in Judah, and 

he offered upon the altar . . . in Bethel the fifteenth day of 

the eighth month, even in the month which he had devised of his 

own heart; and ordained a feast unto the children of Israel . . . 

. 

 NOTE:  Halloween is a major candidate for an "eighth month" 

counterfeit festival, since it falls in October (the eighth month 

of the old Roman calendar, which is close to the eighth month of 

God's calendar). 

 

Sabbath, Holy Day Pollution 

Caused Israel's Captivity 

 

 Ezekiel 20:12-25, . . . I gave them My sabbaths to be a 

sign between Me and them, that they might know that I am the LORD 

that sanctify them.  But the house of Israel rebelled against Me 

in the wilderness . . . and My sabbaths they greatly polluted . . 

. I would scatter them among the heathen, and disperse them 

through the countries; Because they had not executed My 

judgments, but had despised My statutes, and had polluted My 

sabbaths . . . . 

 NOTE: The word "polluted" is translated from the Hebrew 

chalal or kalal (#2490 in Strong's).  This word means "to bore, 



to wound, to dissolve, to profane, to break, to begin (as if by 

an opening wedge')."  It is not as strong as the words chaneph 

(#2610), ("polluted with blood," Psalm 106:38) and tame (#2930) 

which means "to be foul, contaminated, defiled greatly, utterly 

unclean," as a woman defiled by adultery or fornication (e.g., 

Numbers 5:13). 

 Chalal in Ezekiel 20 does not mean open defiance or 

rebellion, not keeping the sabbaths at all, but it means the 

wrong kind of obedience, the "in vain do they worship Me" 

obedience. 

 An example of the use of chalal is Jeremiah 34:12-18.  Here 

God is reminding Israel of the seventh year of release of Hebrew 

servants.  Verses 15-16, They "had done right . . . in 

proclaiming liberty every man to his neighbor," as the law 

required, but now they "turned [tried to get around the law 

without openly defying it] and polluted [chalal] My name, and 

caused every man his servant . . . whom he had set at liberty at 

their pleasure [only for a time, in pretended observance of the 

law], to return, and brought them [again] into subjection 

[contrary to the law of Deuteronomy 15] . . . ." 

 Because they hadn't proclaimed liberty as they should have, 

God says, verse 17, " . . . I proclaim a liberty for you, saith 

the LORD, to the sword, to the pestilence, and to the famine; and 

I will make you to be removed into all the kingdoms of the 

earth." 

 Captivity came to Israel for bending God's law, especially 

the "opening wedge" of improper observance of the holy days.  

They may have "kept" the right day, but they did it slightly 

wrong.  They chalal-ed the sabbaths and as a result, went into 

captivity. 

 See Numbers 18:26-32 and Exodus 20:25 for another example 

of chalal, referring to a slight deviation from obedience to 

God's law. 

 A question for today:  Are we chalal-ing, polluting, God's 

annual and weekly sabbaths? 

 

Returning Jewish Captives 

Observed Feast of Tabernacles 

 

 When the altar was set up: 

 Ezra 3:1-6,  And when the seventh month was come, and the 

children of Israel were in the cities, the people gathered 

themselves together as one man to Jerusalem . . . .  And they set 

the altar upon  his bases . . . and they offered burnt offerings 

. . . morning and evening. They kept also the feast of 

tabernacles, as it is written . . . [with its] daily burnt 

offerings . . . .  From the first day of the seventh month began 

they to offer burnt offerings unto the LORD.  But the foundation 

of the temple of the LORD was not yet laid. 

 After the building of the wall: 

 Nehemiah 8:13-18,  And on the second day [of Tishri, see 

verse 2] were gathered together the chief of the fathers of all 



the people, the priests, and the Levites, unto Ezra the scribe, 

even to understand the words of the law.  And they found written 

in the law which the Lord had commanded by Moses, that the 

children of Israel should dwell in booths in the feast of the 

seventh month: And that they should publish and proclaim in all 

their cities, and in Jerusalem, saying, Go forth unto the mount, 

and fetch olive branches, and pine branches, and myrtle branches, 

and palm branches, and branches of thick trees, to make booths, 

as it is written.  So the people went forth, and brought them, 

and made themselves booths, everyone upon the roof of his house, 

and in their courts, and in the courts of the house of God, and 

in the street of the water gate, and in the street of the gate of 

Ephraim.  And all the congregation of them that were come again 

out of the captivity made booths, and sat under the booths: for 

since the days of Jeshua the son of Nun unto that day had not the 

children of Israel done so.  And there was very great gladness.  

Also day by day, from the first day unto the last day, he read in 

the book of the law of God.  And they kept the feast seven days; 

and on the eighth day was a solemn assembly, according unto the 

manner. 

 

Haggai's Prophecy Came During Last Day of Tabernacles 

 

 Haggai 2:1-9,  [the building of the temple began in the 

24th day of the sixth month, Haggai 1:14-15.]  In the seventh 

month, in the one and twentieth day of the month [Tishri 21], 

came the word of the LORD by [the hand of] the prophet Haggai, 

saying . . . be  strong,  O Zerubbabel . . . be strong,  O 

Joshua, son of . . . the high priest; and be strong, all ye 

people of the land, saith the LORD, and work: for I am with you . 

. . My spirit remaineth among you: fear ye not. For thus saith 

the LORD of hosts; . . . I will shake the heavens, and the earth, 

and the sea, and the dry land; And I will shake all nations, and 

the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house 

with glory . . . .  The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine, 

saith the LORD of hosts.  The glory of this latter house shall be 

greater than of the former . . . and in this place will I give 

peace, saith the LORD of hosts. 

 

Transfiguration and 

Feast of Tabernacles 

 

 Matthew 16:24-28 to 17:1-13, . . . If any man will come 

after me, let him deny himself . . . .  For whosoever will save 

his life shall lose it . . . .  For what is a man profited, if he 

shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? . . . .  For 

the Son of man shall come in the glory of His Father with His 

angels; and then He shall reward every man according to his works 

. . . .  There be some standing here, which shall not taste of 

death, till they see the Son of man coming in His kingdom.  And 

after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John . . . up into 

an high mountain . . . .  And was transfigured before them . . . 



there appeared . . . .  Moses and Elias talking with Him . . . 

Peter . . . said . . . Lord, it is good for us to be here: if 

Thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for Thee, and 

one for Moses, and one for Elias . . . a voice out of the cloud, 

which said, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; 

hear ye Him . . . Elias truly shall first come, and restore all 

things. 

 

Jesus Kept Tabernacles and Last Great Day in 30 A.D. 

 

 John 7:1-36,  . . . Jesus walked in Galilee: for He would 

not walk in Jewry, because the Jews sought to kill Him.  Now the 

Jews' feast of tabernacles was at hand . . . [and Jesus said to 

His brethren]  Go ye up unto this feast: I go not up yet unto 

this feast; for My time is not yet full come . . . .  But when 

His brethren were gone up, then went He also up unto the feast, 

not openly, but as it were in secret.  Then the Jews sought Him 

at the feast, and said, Where is He? . . . Now about the midst of 

the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and taught . . . My 

doctrine is not Mine, but His that sent Me.  If any man will do 

His will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or 

whether I speak of Myself . . . ye both know Me, and ye know 

whence I am: and I am not come of Myself, but He that sent Me is 

true, whom ye know not. 

 John 7:37-39,  In the last day, that great day of the 

feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him 

come unto Me, and drink.  He that believeth on Me, as the 

scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 

water.  (But this spake He of the Spirit . . .) [compare with the 

millennial purifying stream, Ezekiel 47:1-12]. 

 Verses 40-53 show that many believed on Christ for this 

saying, but the Pharisees tried to take him, and "every man went 

unto his own house," verse 53.  Early the next morning Christ 

came again to the Temple and taught "all the people" that came to 

Him.  A woman caught in the act of adultery was brought to Him, 

and Jesus shamed the accusers.  He continued teaching, John 8:12, 

"I am the light of the world."  Verse 44, "Ye are of your father 

the devil," and verse 58, "Before Abraham was, I am."  Then they 

took up stones to kill Jesus, but He went out of the Temple, 

verse 59. 

 As He was passing through the crowds, Jesus healed a man 

born blind, by putting clay and spittle on his eyes and having 

him wash in the pool of Siloam (9:1-14).  It was the sabbath day 

when He healed the man, verse 14. 

 The Last Great Day in A.D. 30 was on the weekly Sabbath.  

Thus the time of his crying out on the last great day (John 7:37-

39), was the beginning, evening, of the last great day.  And the 

incident of the woman caught in adultery, the exhortation to the 

Pharisees and the healing of the man born blind must have 

occurred on the daylight portion of the Last Great Day, which was 

also the weekly Sabbath (John 9:14).  See Edersheim's The Temple 

for an explanation of the meaning of what Christ did. 



 

Paul Kept Feast of Tabernacles 

in 52 A.D. 

 

 Acts 18:21,  But [Paul] bade them [of Ephesus] farewell, 

saying, I must by all means keep this feast that cometh in 

Jerusalem: but I will return again unto you, if God will. 

 

Feast of Tabernacles Will Be Kept 

in World Tomorrow 

 

 Ezekiel 36:24, 37-38,  For I will take you from among the 

heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you 

unto your own land . . . I will increase them [Israel] with men 

like a flock.  As the holy flock, as the flock of Jerusalem in 

her solemn feasts . . . [Chapter 37 follows, about the dry bones 

resurrection, of the Last Great Day]. 

 Ezekiel 44:15, 23-24,  But the priests the Levites, the 

sons of Zadok . . . shall teach My people the difference between 

the holy and profane, and cause them to discern between the 

unclean and the clean . . . and they shall keep My laws and My 

statutes in all Mine assemblies; and they shall hallow My 

sabbaths. 

 Ezekiel 45:16-17, 25,  All the people of the land shall 

give this oblation for the prince of Israel.  And it shall be the 

prince's part to give burnt offerings . . . in the feasts, and in 

the new moons, and in the sabbaths . . . .  In the seventh month, 

in the fifteenth day of the month, shall he [the priest, verse 

19] do the like in the feast of the seven days . . . . 

 Ezekiel 46:3, 9,  Likewise the people of the land shall 

worship . . . before the LORD in the sabbaths and in the new 

moons . . . the people of the land shall come before the LORD in 

the solemn feasts. . . . 

 Hosea 12:9,  And I that am the LORD thy God from the land 

of Egypt will yet make thee to dwell in tabernacles, as in the 

days of the solemn feast. 

 Zechariah 14:16-19,  And it shall come to pass, that every 

one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem 

shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD 

of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles.  And it shall be, 

that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto 

Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them 

shall be no rain.  And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come 

not, that have no rain; there shall be the plague, wherewith the 

LORD will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast of 

tabernacles.  This shall be the punishment of Egypt, and the 

punishment of all nations that come not up to keep the feast of 

tabernacles. 

 

Feast Portrays Joyous 

World Tomorrow 

 



 Isaiah 25:6-8,  And in this mountain [Zion, where God will 

reign, Isaiah 24:23 and 2:2-3] shall the LORD of hosts make unto 

all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, 

of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined.  

And He will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering 

cast over all people, and the vail that is spread over all 

nations.  He will swallow up death in victory . . . wipe away 

tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of His people shall He 

take away from off all the earth: for the LORD hath spoken it. 

 Nahum 1:15,  Behold upon the mountains the feet of him that 

bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace!  O Judah, keep thy 

solemn feasts, perform thy vows: for the wicked shall no more 

pass through thee; he is utterly cut off. 

 

Feast of Tabernacles Like 

a Wedding Feast 

 

 Judges 14:10-17,   . . . and Samson made there a feast; for 

so used the young men to do . . . the seven days of the feast . . 

. .  And she wept before him the seven days, while their 

[marriage] feast lasted . . . . 

 Genesis 29:22, 23, 27,  And Laban gathered together all the 

men of the place, and made a feast . . . in the evening [after 

the marriage ceremony] . . . he took Leah . . . and he [Jacob] 

went in unto her.  . . . Fulfill her week . . . . 

 Matthew 22:2-14,  The kingdom of heaven [what the Feast of 

Tabernacles pictures] is like unto a certain king, which made a 

marriage for his son, And sent forth His servants to call them 

that were bidden to the wedding: and they would not come . . . .  

The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy.  

Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, 

bid to the marriage . . . and the wedding was furnished with 

guests . . .  [there was] a man which had not on a wedding 

garment . . . .  Bind him hand and foot, . . . and cast him into 

outer darkness;  There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 Luke 14:15-24, . . . And they all [that were asked to come] 

with one consent began to make excuse . . . .  And the lord said 

unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel 

them to come in, that my house may be filled. 

 Revelation 19:7, 9,  Let us be glad and rejoice, and give 

honour to Him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife 

hath made herself ready . . . .  Blessed are they which are 

called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb . . . . 

Tabernacles Symbolizes Time of "Latter Rain" 

 

 Joel 2:23-29,  Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and 

rejoice in the LORD your God: for He hath given you the former 

rain moderately, and He will cause to come down for you the rain, 

the former [spring] rain, and the latter rain in the first month 

[of the civil year].  And the floors shall be full of wheat . . . 

.  And I will restore . . . that the locust hath eaten . . . .  

And ye shall eat in plenty . . . . . [Living Bible, verse 28:] 



After I have poured out my rains again, I will pour out My Spirit 

upon all of you!  Your sons and daughters will prophesy; your old 

men will dream dreams, and your young men see visions.  And I 

will pour out My Spirit even on your slaves . . . [Compare John 

7:37-39.] 

 We must patiently await this time: 

 James 5:7,  Be patient [suffer long] therefore, brethren, 

unto the coming of the Lord.  Behold the husbandman waiteth for 

the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, 

until he receive the early and latter rain. 

 "Latter Rain," God's Spirit, comes from obedience (Acts 

5:32): 

 Deuteronomy 11:13-14, . . . if ye shall hearken diligently 

unto My commandments . . . to love the LORD your God, and to 

serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul, that I will 

give you the rain of your land in his due season, the first rain 

and the latter rain, that thou mayest gather in thy corn, and thy 

wine, and thine oil. 

 Jeremiah 3:2-3, . . . thou hast polluted the land with thy 

whoredoms and with thy wickedness.  Therefore the showers have 

been withholden, and there hath been no latter rain; and thou 

hadst a whore's forehead, thou refusedst to be ashamed. 

 How to receive the "latter rain": 

 Zechariah 10:1,  Ask ye of the LORD rain in the time of the 

latter rain; so the LORD shall make bright clouds, and give them 

showers of rain, to every one grass in the field. 

 Hosea 10:12,  Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in 

mercy; break up your fallow ground [hardness of heart]: for it is 

time to seek the LORD, till He come and rain righteousness upon 

you. 

 Hosea 6:3,  Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the 

LORD . . . and He shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter 

and former rain, unto the earth. 

 

Meaning of Dwelling in Tabernacles 

 

 Dwelling in tabernacles is a symbol of faith that God will 

fulfill His promises: 

 Hebrews 11:8-10,  By faith Abraham . . . sojourned in the 

land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles 

with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: For 

he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and 

maker is God. 

 The earthly tabernacle was a type of the heavenly: 

 Hebrews 8:2, 5, . . . the true tabernacle, which the Lord 

pitched, and not man . . . as Moses was admonished of God when he 

was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith He, that thou 

make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the 

Mount. 

 Living in tabernacles is a type of being under God's 

protection in time of trouble and eventually living in God's 

house. 



 Psalm 27:4-6,  One thing have I desired of the LORD, that 

will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all 

the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to 

inquire in His temple.  For in the time of trouble He shall hide 

me in His pavilion: in the secret of His tabernacle shall He hide 

me; He shall set me upon a rock [protection in Petra?].  And now 

[afterwards] shall my head be lifted  up above mine enemies . . . 

therefore will I offer in His tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I 

will sing . . . praises unto the LORD. 

 God lives in His tabernacles -- so will we! 

 Psalm 46:4,  There is a river, the streams whereof shall 

make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of 

the most high. 

 Psalm 43:3,  O send out Thy light and Thy truth: let them 

lead me; let them bring me unto Thy holy hill, and to Thy 

tabernacles. 

 Psalm 84:1-2, 4, 10,  How amiable are Thy tabernacles, O 

LORD of hosts! My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts 

of the LORD . . . .  Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house: 

they will be still praising Thee. Selah . . . I had rather be a 

doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of 

wickedness. 

 Psalm 118:15,  The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in 

the tabernacles of the righteous . . . . 

 Psalm 61:4,  I will abide in Thy tabernacle for ever . . . 

. 

 Psalm 132:7,  We will go into his tabernacles: we will 

worship at His footstool. 

 In the New Jerusalem, God's tabernacle will be on the 

earth, and He will dwell with men. 

 Revelation 3:12,  Him that overcometh will I make a pillar 

in the temple of My God, and he shall no more go out: and I will 

write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of My 

God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from 

My God: and I will write upon him My new name. 

 Revelation 21:2-3, . . . the holy city, new Jerusalem, 

coming down from God out of heaven . . . the tabernacle of God is 

with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His 

people. 

 

Miscellaneous Aspects of the Feast: 

 

 (1) God promises protection of property you leave behind 

when you go to the feast: 

 Exodus 34:23-24, . . . neither shall any man desire thy 

land, when thou shalt go up to appear before the LORD thy God 

thrice in the year. 

 (2) "Too far to go" is no excuse for not attending the 

Feast: 

 Deuteronomy 14:24-25,  And if the way be too long for thee 

. . . if the place be too far from thee, which the LORD thy God 

shall choose to set his name there, when the LORD thy God has 



blessed you: Then shalt thou turn it [second tithe] into money . 

. . and shalt go unto the place which the LORD thy God shall 

choose. 

 You have been asked by the Eternal to come to the Feast.  

You ought to strive with all your being to go!  See our article 

in this series on "God's Second Tithe." 

 (3) The Feast of Tabernacles is designed for us to learn 

the lesson that we must "count the cost" of obeying God.  We must 

be willing to forsake job, relatives, whatever, to keep the 

Feast. 

 Luke 14:16-33, . . . A certain man made a great supper 

[Feast of Tabernacles compared to marriage feast, Matthew 22:2], 

and bade many . . . .  And they all with one consent began to 

make excuse . . . I have bought a piece of ground . . . I have 

bought five yoke of oxen . . . I have married a wife, and 

therefore I cannot come . . . .  If any man come to Me, and [love 

Me less than] . . . his  father,  and  mother,  and  wife,  and 

children . . . yea, and his own life also, he cannot be My 

disciple . . . counteth the cost . . . whosoever . . . forsaketh 

not all that he hath, he cannot be My disciple. 

 (4) Attitude in which you should complete the feast: 

 I Kings 8:66,  On the eighth day he [Solomon] sent the 

people away: and they blessed [thanked] the king, and went unto 

their tents joyful and glad of heart for all the goodness that 

the LORD had done for David his servant, and for Israel his 

people [see also II Chronicles 7:10]. 

 Proverbs 15:15-16,  All the days of the afflicted are evil: 

but he that is of a merry heart hath a continual feast.  Better 

is little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure and 

trouble therewith. 

 

New Testament Warns of False Brethren Feasting With Us 

 

 II Peter 2:1-2, 10-22,  But there were false prophets also 

among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among 

you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies . . . .  And 

many shall follow their pernicious ways . . . chiefly them that 

walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise 

government . . . .  Spots they are and blemishes, sporting 

themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you;  

Having eyes full of adultery . . . beguiling unstable souls: an 

heart they have exercised with covetous practices . . . .  Which 

have forsaken the right way . . . they allure through the lusts 

of the flesh . . . . 

 Jude 4, 12,  For there are certain men crept in unawares . 

. . turning the grace of our God unto lasciviousness . . . .  

These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with 

you, feeding themselves without fear . . . . 

 

God Hated the Way Israel 

Kept His Feasts 

 



 Judges 21:19, 25, . . . a feast of the LORD in Shiloh 

yearly . . . .  In those days there was no king in Israel: every 

man did that which was right in his own eyes. [Comment: we cannot 

keep the Feast as we wish, but only the way God wants us to.] 

 Isaiah 1:11-16,  To what purpose is the multitude of your 

sacrifices unto Me? saith the LORD . . . .  When ye come to 

appear [to be seen] before Me, who hath required this at your 

hand, to tread My courts?  Bring no more vain oblations; incense 

is an abomination unto Me; the new moons and sabbaths, the 

calling of assemblies, I cannot away with: it is iniquity 

[grief], even the solemn meeting. Your new moons and your 

appointed feasts My soul hateth: they are a trouble unto Me; I am 

weary to bear them.  And when ye spread forth your hands [in 

prayer], I will hide Mine eyes from you . . . .  Wash you, make 

you clean; put away the evil of your doings . . . . 

 NOTE: "Your feasts" does not necessarily mean different 

feasts than God's feasts, or different times than God's feasts, 

for Deuteronomy 16:14 shows that "your feast" refers to the Feast 

of Tabernacles.  God doesn't hate His feasts, but the corrupted 

manner in which some individuals keep His feasts. 

 Isaiah 5:11-12,  Woe unto them that rise up early in the 

morning, that they may follow strong drink; that continue until 

night, till wine inflame them!  And the harp, and the viol, the 

tabret, and pipe, and wine, are in their feasts: but they regard 

not the work of the LORD, neither consider the operation of His 

hands.  Therefore My people are gone into captivity, because they 

have no knowledge . . . . 

 Lamentations 1:4,  [Living Bible] The roads to Zion mourn, 

no longer filled with joyous throngs who come to celebrate the 

Temple feasts; the city gates are silent, her priests groan, her 

virgins have been dragged away.  Bitterly she weeps. 

 Lamentations 2:6-8, 22,  [Living Bible] He has violently  

broken  down  His Temple . . . .  No longer can the people 

celebrate their holy feasts and Sabbaths . . . the Lord has 

rejected His own altar [why?] for He despises the false "worship" 

of His people; He has given their palaces to their enemies, who 

carouse in the Temple as Israel used to do on days of holy 

feasts!  [Therefore] The Lord determined to destroy Jerusalem . . 

. .  You  have deliberately called for this destruction . . . 

[KJV:] so that in the Day of the LORD's anger none escaped nor 

remained: those that I have swaddled and brought up hath Mine 

enemy consumed. 

 Hosea 2:8-11,  For she did not know that I gave her corn, 

and wine, and oil . . . .  Therefore will I return, and take away 

My corn . . . and My wine . . . I will also cause all her mirth 

[revelry] to cease, her feast days, her new moons, and her 

sabbaths, and all her solemn feasts. 

 Hosea 9:3, 5,  They shall not dwell in the LORD's land; but 

Ephraim shall return to Egypt, and they shall eat unclean things 

in Assyria . . . .  What will ye do in the solemn day, and in the 

day of the feast of the LORD? 



 Amos 5:21-24,  I hate, I despise your feasts days, and I 

will not smell in your solemn assemblies [holy days].  Though ye 

offer Me burnt offerings, and your meat offerings, I will not 

accept them . . . .  Take you away from Me the noise of thy songs 

. . . .  But  let judgment run down as waters,  and righteousness 

as a mighty stream. 

 Amos 8:10,  And I will turn your feasts into mourning, and 

all your songs into lamentation . . . and the end thereof as a 

bitter day. 

 Malachi 2:1-3, 7-10,  And now, O ye priests, this 

commandment is for you.  If ye will not hear, and if ye will not 

lay it to heart . . . I will curse your blessings . . . .  

Behold, I will corrupt your seed, and spread dung upon your 

faces, even the dung of your solemn feasts; and one shall take 

you away with it . . . .  For the priests lips should keep 

knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth: for he is 

the messenger of the LORD of hosts.  But ye are departed out of 

the way; ye have caused many to stumble [fall] at the law; ye 

have corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith the LORD of hosts . . 

. ye have not kept My ways, but have been partial [two-faced] in 

the law . . . why do we deal treacherously every man against his 

brother, by profaning the covenant of our fathers? 

 Zechariah 7:5-14,  [The Living Bible] . . . During those 

seventy years of exile when you fasted and mourned in August and 

October, were you really in earnest about leaving your sins 

behind, and coming back to me?  No, not at all!  And even now in 

your holy feasts to God, you don't think of Me, but only of the 

FOOD and FELLOWSHIP and FUN.  Long years ago, when Jerusalem was 

prosperous . . . the prophets warned them that this attitude 

would surely lead to ruin, as it has [continue to end of 

chapter]. 

 Our feasts are not to be like those of Babylon: 

 Jeremiah 51:37-39,  [Living Bible] and Babylon shall become 

a heap of ruins . . . without a living soul. In their drunken 

feasts, the men of Babylon roar like lions. And while they lie 

inflamed with all their wine, I will prepare a different kind of 

feast for them, and make them drink until they fall unconscious 

to the floor, to sleep forever, never to waken again . . . . 

 

 

FEAST OF TABERNACLES REFERENCE MATERIAL 

 

 

Festivals of the Jewish Year, 

by Theodor H. Gaster 

(New York, 1953) 

 

 Also known as the Feast of Booths, Succoth, the Feast of 

Ingathering, or "the season of our rejoicing," the Feast of 

Tabernacles begins at the full moon of the seventh month.  Like 

Passover, it is a harvest festival.  Just as Passover marks the 

beginning of the summer dews, Tabernacles begins the season of 



winter rains.  It is the end of the harvest year, harvest home, 

and the beginning of a new agricultural year. 

 Booths remind Israel of the time when they wandered through 

the wilderness on their journey from Egypt to the Promised Land, 

as well as being reminders of the Temple, as the First and Second 

Temples were dedicated during the Feast of Booths.  Thus, booths 

are an earthly type of heavenly tabernacles.  They are also 

symbols of God's continuing protection over His people, like a 

canopy or pavilion.  Through Haggai (2:1-9) God reminded Israel 

on Tishri 21 to get busy and build His house (tabernacle), stop 

stealing His tithes, and that the latter Temple would have far 

more glory than the former. We would do well to heed this warning 

today. 

 Jews read Leviticus 22:26 to 23:44; Numbers 29:12-16, and 

Zechariah 14 on the first and second days of the festival.  There 

is more "Feast of Tabernacles" in Zechariah 14 than verses 16-19.  

Verse 7, "it shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be 

light," emphasizes that although the days are getting shorter (at 

Feast time) there will come a time when there will be universal 

twenty-four hour daylight (refer to Exodus 34:22; "at the 

revolution of the year").  Verse 8 shows the time when there will 

be living waters in summer and winter.  After a long dry summer 

in Palestine, the winter rains would not come until after 

Tabernacles. This verse points to the time the whole world will 

be well watered ("latter rain").  Physically, Tabernacles 

represents the beginning of the rainy season.  This theme is 

throughout Zechariah 14, verses 8, 17. 

 On the weekly Sabbath during Tabernacles, Jews read Exodus 

33:12 to 34:26 concerning the conclusion of the covenant, and 

Ezekiel 38:18 to 39:16.  The latter passage, about the 

destruction of Gog and Magog, also shows the Tabernacles theme: 

Gog is judged with torrential rains and fire (showing that God 

will judge the wicked by fire, as he did in Noah's day by water), 

Ezekiel 38:22, 39:6, 39:9. I Kings 8:2-21 (dedication of 

Solomon's Temple) is also read during Tabernacles. 

 

Last Great Day 

 

 The eighth day, "Solemn assembly" or Azereth, (Hebrew word 

meaning "restrain") is an independent festival from Tabernacles.  

In Deuteronomy 16:8, Azereth is applied also to the last Day of 

Unleavened Bread.  It does not mean a day of sadness, but a time 

of reflection at the end of a joyous festival.  The Law is read 

in a ceremony known as the "Rejoicing in the Law," in which a 

marriage ceremony is acted out, typifying the marriage of Israel 

to the Law. 

The Jewish Festivals, 

by Hayyim Schauss 

(Cincinnati, 1938) 

 

 The Feast of Tabernacles known also as the Feast of 

Ingathering, Feast of Booths, God's Festival, or "The Festival."  



It is the merriest time of the year, and at no other time of the 

year did Israelites drink and sing as much as during the fall 

festival.  Sometimes the participants went too far, and Amos, 

Hosea and Isaiah protested against the bacchanalia of the fall 

festivals, Amos 5:21-27; Hosea 9:1; Isaiah 28:7-8.  But the 

people, however, paid little attention to their spiritual 

leaders, and continued to drink and revel at "The Festival." 

 Tabernacles especially was a festival which involved a 

pilgrimage to Jerusalem, usually on foot in great caravans or 

groups of people, banded together to escape robbers (see Psalm 

42:4).  On the way up to Jerusalem, the "Songs of Degrees 

(ascent), or Steps," Psalm 120-134, were sung.  Isaiah 2:2-4, 

56:6-7; Zechariah 8:20-23; and Micah 4:1-3 refer to going to 

Jerusalem to keep the Feast. 

 Symbols of Tabernacles are the palm branch, lulov, the 

citron, esrog, the myrtle, and willow (See Leviticus 23:40), whch 

emphasize the harvest nature of the Feast. 

 

A Guide to Succoth, 

by Rabbi Isaac N. Fabricant (London, 1958) 

 

 There is a close tie between the Day of Atonement and the 

Feast of Tabernacles. On the former, spiritual union with God is 

stressed, and in the latter, physical union with God is the 

highlight.  Together these festivals show that God's law is 

intended to bring about spiritual and physical union with God and 

the total joy He wants us to have. 

 The Feast of Tabernacles shows that God wants us to be 

joyful, but our physical enjoyment must not be allowed to run 

wild into abandonment or licentiousness, but be controlled (see 

Deuteronomy 16:14). 

 

The Tabernacle (Succah) 

 

 Jews begin building their booth, or Succah, on the evening 

when Atonement ends.  This "temporary residence" reminds man of 

the frailty of human life and the transience of human existence.  

Psalm 49:6, 11-12 shows the result of those people who are misled 

to trust in their riches: "They that trust in their wealth,  and 

boast themselves in the multitude of their riches . . . .  Their 

inward thought is,  that their houses shall continue for ever,  

and their dwelling places to all generations . . . .  

Nevertheless man being in honour abideth not: he is like the 

beasts that perish." 

 A Succah must have plenty of shade, for the word itself is 

derived from a verb which means "to cover," but enough uncovered 

to see the stars.  Living in the shade signifies confidence in 

God's protection, with God a pavilion of protection over us (see 

Psalm 17:8).  Shadows also typify the transitory nature of man's 

life (see Psalm 144:4).  A devout Jew utters the following prayer 

upon entering the Succah on the first night of the Festival: "May 

it be your will, O my God and the God of my fathers, that you may 



cause your divine presence to dwell amongst us and may you spread 

the Tabernacle of your peace over us." 

 

The Four Plants 

 

 Leviticus 23:40 states: "And ye shall take you on the first 

day (1) the boughs of goodly trees, (2) branches of palm trees, 

and (3) boughs of thick trees, and (4) willows of the brook; and 

ye shall rejoice before the LORD your God seven days." 

 Josephus (Antiquities) notes that in his day Jews carried 

branches of myrtle, willows, palm trees and a citron, and waved 

these during the offering of sacrifices in the Temple with the 

singing of the Hallel (Psalms 120-134).  The palm tree is an 

Eastern symbol of majesty, and the citron or ethrog, of beauty. 

 These four plants are of differing qualities and are 

likened to different parts of the body in Jewish literature: the 

palm, a man's spine; the myrtle branch, his eyes; the willow, his 

lips; and the citron, his heart.  Thus all parts of the body -- 

God's people -- must be united in dedicated service to God:  

Psalm 35:10, "All my bones [limbs' in Jewish translation] shall 

say, LORD, who is like unto you . . . ." 

 The "hoshanahs" which Jews sing during Tabernacles in 

connection with waving the four plants are reminiscent of the 

triumphal entry of Christ into Jerusalem (see Matthew 21:8-9). 

 

Simhath Torah 

 

 The 8th Day is the joyous Climax of the Feast, a time when 

according to a custom originating in the Babylonian Captivity, 

the Torah (Book of the Law) is completed after having been read 

publicly for a year.  Thus Jews refer to the Last Great Day as 

"the Day of the Book" [see Revelation 20:12] or "the day of 

completion" [of God's plan].  It is a day of completion and 

recommencement. 

 The reader of the last verses of Deuteronomy is referred to 

as the "bridegroom of the Law (which is likened to the bride)," 

and the Last Great Day is likened to a marriage feast. 

 There is the custom of the blessing of the children on this 

day, with an adult leading children in reading Genesis 48:16 of 

Jacob's blessing on Ephraim and Manasseh [compare with the Church 

of God practice]. 

 

Pre-Mosaic Festival? 

 

 The Book of Jubilees (composed c. 130 B.C.) states that 

Abraham was the founder of the custom of the Festival of Succoth.  

When he came to live in Beersheba, he set up his tents and began 

a ceremony centered around these tents. "And Abraham built 

Succoth for himself and his servants in the seventh month, and he 

was the first to celebrate the festival of Succoth in the Holy 

Land," (Jubilees 16:26).  Thus, Abraham's practice was said to be 

the inspiration for the Feast of Tabernacles.  [See Hebrews 11:8-



9, "By faith Abraham  . . . sojourned in the land of promise, as 

in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and 

Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise."] 

 Genesis 33:16-17 states "So Esau returned that day on his 

way unto Seir [a rough mountain in Idumaea, similar to the word 

sair, "goat, or devil"].  And Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and 

built him an house, and made booths for his cattle: therefore the 

name of the place is called Succoth [booths]."  A Jewish legend 

holds that Esau represents sin and temptation and Seir stands for 

goat on the Day of Atonement.  When Seir departed, that is, after 

the Day of Atonement, Jacob came to Succoth to observe the Feast 

of Tabernacles. 

 

The Jewish Festivals, by 

L.M. Lehrman (London, 1956) 

 

 A famous Rabbi said, "He who despises the festivals has no 

claim to share in the world to come." 

 Tabernacles, the most joyous festival, depicts the time 

Israel marched from Egypt to Mount Sinai and into the wilderness, 

finally arriving in the Promised Land. Yet the Feast is not 

celebrated in the time of the Exodus (Nisan, when the weather is 

mild), but in Tishri, when cold winds begin to blow and drizzling 

rains begins.  To dwell in booths in the spring is no trial of 

man's faith, but in the fall it means hardship and inconvenience, 

which shows that hardship is no excuse for lack of faith.  Thus 

the booth is a symbol that we have faith in God as our protector. 

 The  booth  is  also representative of joyous hospitality.  

Tradition assigns to each of the seven days of the Feast the 

visit of a figurative guest: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, 

Moses, Aaron, and David. 

 During Passover, unleavened bread is required to be eaten 

only on the first night of the seven days of Unleavened bread, 

providing no leavened bread is eaten. But dwelling in booths is 

obligatory for seven full days. 

 During the first seven days of the Feast, 70 bullocks were 

sacrificed, which the Talmud interprets this as representing the 

"70 nations of the world" -- Gentiles. Thus the Feast of 

Tabernacles emphasizes Gentiles, while the Last Great Day, a 

special festival of its own, "Israel's own festival," in which 

only one bullock was brought to represent Israel alone. 

 

The Cycle of the Jewish Year, 

by Yaacov Vainstein (Jerusalem, 1964) 

 

 The "Ceremony of Water Drawing" on the close of the first 

day of the Feast, the Levites, amidst a brilliantly lit court and 

the sound of harps, lyres, cymbals, trumpets, and other musical 

instruments and singing, walked up the 15 steps that lead from 

the Court of the men to that of the Women, corresponding to the 

15 "songs of degrees," Psalms 120-134.  At each step they paused 

while one of these songs of Degrees was chanted with great 



enthusiasm.  At the Upper Gate, stood two priests, who sounded 

the Shofar as the singers ascended each step. 

 The vast congregation was tremendously enthralled as these 

Psalms were chanted.  When the procession reached the eastern 

gate of the city, they turned to the West, facing the Temple, and 

proclaimed: "In the days of the First Temple, our fathers who 

were in this place turned their faces towards the east and 

worshipped the sun [Ezekiel 8] but as for us, our eyes are turned 

to the Lord." 

 At daybreak, the procession left the Temple and proceeded 

to the Pool of Siloam in a triumphal march.  From it, they 

brought back water to the Temple, which they poured upon the 

altar along with a libation of wine.  This custom, which lasted 

for six nights, has an obvious connection with the season (which 

was the beginning of the "latter rains" of the fall).  On the 

eighth day was a special prayer for rain.  [In John 7:37-39, 

Christ on the Last Day referred directly to the ceremony of water 

drawing.] 

 

The Temple, by Alfred Edersheim 

(Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1950) 

 

 The  most joyous of all festival seasons,  the Feast of 

Tabernacles came at the time of the year when all crops had been 

stored, all fruits gathered, wine made, and the land only awaited 

the "latter rain" to prepare it for a new crop.  The fall harvest 

reminded Israel (1) of their dwelling in booths in the wilderness 

and (2) the final harvest when Israel's mission should be 

completed, and all nations gathered unto God. 

 Three things especially marked the Feast of Tabernacles: 

(1) Joyous festivities, with sharing meals with the poor 

strangers, Levites and homeless; (2) dwelling in booths to remind 

Israel they were "strangers and pilgrims in the earth."  The 

Sadducees understood the "four plants" of Leviticus 23:40, 43 to 

refer to the materials in which the booths were to be 

constructed, whereas Pharisees applied it to what the worshipers 

were to carry in their hands.  The latter was the universal 

practice at the time of Christ; (3) special sacrificial 

offerings. 

 Three  things are worthy of note about the special burnt 

offerings: 

 (1) They are the characteristic sacrifice of the Feast.  

Twice the number of rams and lambs are sacrificed at Tabernacles 

than Unleavened Bread, and five times the number of bullocks. 

 (2) The number of burnt sacrifices, whether taking each 

kind by itself or all together, is always divisible by the sacred 

number seven.  The number seven is more prominent during this 

Feast, including the fact that the Feast begins when the seventh 

moon is full. 

 (3) The daily reduction of the number of bullocks offered.  

This may show the decreasing sanctity of each successive day of 

the Feast (common explanation) or that the reason for this is 



that the bullocks add up to 70, representing the nations of the 

world (70 Gentile nations), while the one bullock offered on the 

8th day represents Israel (Talmud explanation). 

 

Feast of Tabernacles in the Talmud 

 

 Jewish Rabbis believe that Sukkot designates the end of the 

passage of time.  That is why they sometimes refer to it as "The 

Festival of the Future."  The mood of the Feast of Tabernacles is 

totally different than the time of solemn introspection on 

Trumpets and Atonement.  It is a time to be joyful.  Some people 

call the Tabernacles "the Jewish Thanksgiving."  A sukkoth 

emphasizes God's divine protection, that God provides for us 

supernaturally. 

 The Hebrew word "Atzeret" may be translated "solemn 

assembly," "keeping back," "Shutting off" and is the same as 

"Atzirah."  On Shemini Atzeret God says "Ye shall have a shutting 

off," Numbers 29:35, but Pesach God says, "Shall be a shutting 

off to the Lord," Deuteronomy 16:8. Why these different 

expressions?  God says to Israel, "On Pesach shut Me off from 

giving rain unto Israel, but on Shemini Atzeret I shall shut you 

off, by My rains, from walking in My outdoors."  [Rain is 

injurious after Pesach in Palestine, see I Samuel 12:17].--Yalkut 

Hadash, 188b 

 Said Rabbi Levi: "He who observes the precept of the Sukkah 

in this world will be rescued by God from all loss and damage." 

--Otzar Midrashim, page 493 

 Just as one cannot fulfill his duty on Sukkot unless all 

four Minim [elements] are held together, by the same token Israel 

cannot be redeemed unless all Israelites hold together.--Yalkut, 

188a 

 Leviticus 23:40, "And ye shall take unto yourselves on the 

first day, the fruit of the tree Hadar, branches of palm-trees, 

and the boughs of the myrtletree, and willows of the brook."  The 

palm branch is like the spine, myrtle like the eye, willow like 

the mouth, Etrog like the heart.  With all your limbs praise 

God.--Yalkut, 188b 

 It is a custom to draw water at Feast of Tabernacles, 

representing drawing of Holy Spirit, Isaiah 12:3.  Offering of 

Bullocks on Sukkot: 13 offered the first day, then 12, 11, 10, 9, 

8, 7, for a total of 70.  But on Shemini Atzeret, only one 

bullock sacrificed.  Seventy were said to atone for the seventy 

Gentile nations, and the one for Israel.  Thus Shemini Atzeret is 

an intimate feast for Israel only.  --Pesikta Buber, page 193, 

Zohar, iv., 476 

 Sukkot is a type: you reap and gather produce, so will you 

enjoy reward in the World-to-come when you reap what you have 

sown in this life. 

--Mikrae Kodesh, page 109 

 Sukkot is especially a time of rejoicing.  Scripture 

enjoins us to rejoice three times; on Shabuot only once, on 

Pesach not once.  On Pesach, neither wheat nor fruit ripe, we 



know not how harvest will transpire.  On Shabuot, wheat has been 

harvested, but not fruit nor increase in flocks.  But on Sukkot, 

everything has been gathered. 

--Yalkut Shirmeoni to Emos, 23 

 Israel was freed on Pesach, "the season of our freedom," 

but was not united with their father; that was at Sukkot, "the 

season of our rejoicing."  To demonstrate his feeling of freedom, 

he lives in flimsy hut, not in a stockade or a fortified camp. 

--Mikrae Kodesh, 151-2 

 God says to Israel: "My sons, reside in the Sukkah for 

seven days so that ye may remember the miracles, which I did for 

you in the desert."  --Yalkut Emor, Pesikta Buher, page 189aê 

 

 

Feast of Tabernacles:  Dwelling with God 

 

Why Are We to Dwell in Booths? 

 

 Leviticus 23:41-44 says that all Israelites shall dwell in 

booths.  Its purpose is to teach us that God made children of 

Israel to dwell in booths when He brought them out of Egypt. 

 Why did God make Israel to dwell in tents?  To make them 

realize that they were not yet dwelling with God, that they had 

sinned, and that God does not dwell with sin, Exodus 33:1-11.  

The tabernacle of the congregation was without the camp.  Sin 

separated Israel from the Holy of Holies, Hebrews 9:1-12. 

 We dwell in tabernacles to remind us that we are not yet as 

close to God as we should be.  Tabernacles are humble abodes, not 

palaces. 

 Hebrews 11, shows that dwelling in tabernacles in humble 

obedience to God means we are desiring the Holy City, that we are 

faithfully waiting for it. 

 

Will God Dwell With Us? 

 

 Revelation 21:1-7,  God's tabernacle will come to this 

earth, He will dwell with us. 

 Matthew 16:24, 17:1-13,  " . . . it is good for us to be 

here." 

 Psalm 122:1,  I was glad when they said unto me, let us go 

into the house of the LORD. 

 Isaiah 2:2-5,  Let us go to God's house, joyfully, to learn 

His ways, be taught to walk in His paths. 

 

Is Israel Inclined to Dwell 

in Tabernacles? 

 

 Nehemiah 8:1-18 shows that Israel hadn't dwelt in booths 

since the days of Joshua!  Not even David, Solomon, Asa, Josiah, 

Hezekiah had done so. 

 Haggai 1:1-11 shows that everyone was concerned with living 

in a ceiled house, there was little concern for God's House. 



 Hosea 12:8-9 is a prophecy.  Rich people of Israel today 

live in fine houses.  God will have to make them dwell in 

tabernacles. 

 

Look Forward to Dwelling 

in God's Tabernacle! 

 

 Truth leads us to God's tabernacles, Psalm 43:1-5. It is 

our refuge, Psalm 46:1-11.   

 We long to dwell in God's tabernacles, Psalm 84:1-12; Full 

of rejoicing and salvation, Psalm 118:14-15.  Let's forget about 

our  houses, but instead, work to build God's house, Psalm 132:1-

7, 13-14.ê 

 

 

How to Make The Feast More Valuable 

 

 1. Get into the Feast of Tabernacles Attitude. 

 The Feast of Tabernacles pictures the Millennium -- so 

everything we do during the Feast is important.  Put your mind, 

heart, taste buds, and body into action and enjoy a taste of the 

coming one thousand years of peace.  This is the Feast of 

Ingathering -- a time of harvest when God will bring together His 

People (Leviticus 23:39). 

 2. Rejoice With Purpose. 

 We are God's Firstfruits, and we should rejoice during the 

Festival and enjoy the good things (Deuteronomy 14:26).  When we 

eat a nice meal, we should know why we have it and who gave it to 

us (Isaiah 25:6).  Don't let the mundane and minor things crowd 

out the real meaning of the Feast.  Be sensitive to the needs of 

the brethren, and give help wherever you see it is needed. 

 3. Plan to Endure any Inconvenience, as a True Christian 

Should. 

 If you can do well during the Feast when wronged, you will 

learn to be patient with those you must deal with in the 

millennium (and in everyday life).  We must make sure not to 

offend any of our brethren, especially any "little ones" (Matthew 

18:6) during the Feast (or any other time).  Let us rejoice and 

be content (Philippians 4:10-11), and be positive (verse 8). 

 4. Let Your Light Shine. 

 Purposely plan to let your light shine during this Feast.  

Although the gospel can be preached (Matthew 24:14) or published 

(Mark 13:10), it can also be demonstrated by our example 

radiating God's Holy Spirit (Matthew 5:16).  We should witness 

that our God exists (Isaiah 43:10), and we, His People should set 

the example by following Christ's precedent. 

 5. Get to Know and Love Your Brethren. 

 If you can't love your brother, how can you love God? (John 

15:9-13).  It is a joy to love and serve (verse 11), laying down 

your life as a living sacrifice (verse 13).  Go out of your way 

to meet new people,  this could make a big difference to someone. 

 6. Plan to Learn from Sermons. 



 Profit from this spiritual feast by listening closely to 

the sermons, taking adequate notes, and praying for the diligence 

to follow through and study the subject matter.  Prove to 

yourself from your Bible that the message presented is true. 

 7. Make This Feast a Turning Point. 

 If we overcome, we will be pillars in the Kingdom of God 

(Revelation 3:12).  Resolve to get rid of that one big problem 

you have.  If your mind has a wrong attitude get rid of that 

attitude (Matthew 18:15).  If you have a serious "problem" with a 

brother, go to that person and clear things up (Matthew 18:15). 

 Summary:  Make this Feast an important one! 

 

-- written by Gary Sjordalê 

 

Feast of Tabernacles and the Millennium 

 

 After Christ's triumphant return to this earth, and after 

the release of the captives on the beginning of the Jubilee year, 

one of the most wonderful events in the history of the earth will 

occur:  the Kingdom of God will be set up on this earth and a 

thousand-year time of true peace and prosperity will begin. 

 This is the Millennium, the word taken from the Greek 

language meaning "1,000." 

 

No More War 

 

 How wonderful the reign of Christ will be during the 

Millennium.  There will be peace because all nations will "beat 

their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks 

[scythes]:  nation shall not lift up a sword against nation 

neither shall they learn war any more," Micah 4:3. 

 There will be no more wasted lives due to war, and the 

corollaries of war:  death, mutilation, deadly chemicals, mental 

problems, venereal disease, drugs, broken homes, heartache.  And 

even more, there will be no wasting of finances and resources 

used to kill and maim and cause destruction; rather, there will 

be positive spending of money to help and heal and promote 

construction. 

Wild Animals Tamed 

 

 Not only will people not kill each other in the Millennium, 

but the nature of animals will be changed so that a lamb and a 

lion can be together, and a small child can play with all animals 

without being hurt, Isaiah 11:6-8.  This world will be restored 

to the condition it existed at the time of the Garden of Eden. 

 There shall no longer be hurt in the Kingdom of God, "for 

the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 

waters cover the sea," verse 9. 

 

Peaceful Lives 

 



 Rather than today's rat race, pollution, crime, violence, 

and drugs, people will live God's way:  "They shall sit every man 

under his vine and under his fig tree [God approves of private 

ownership]; and none shall make them afraid . . . all people will 

walk everyone in the name of  . . . the Lord our God for ever and 

ever," Micah 4:4-5. 

 

Right Government 

 

 Who will rule us in the Millennium?  "I saw thrones, and 

they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them . . . and 

they lived and REIGNED WITH CHRIST A THOUSAND YEARS," Revelation 

20:4. 

 "And THE KINGDOM and dominion and the greatness of the 

kingdom . . . shall be given to the people of the SAINTS of the 

Most High," Daniel 7:27. 

 "He that overcometh, and keepeth My works unto the end, to 

him will I give power over the nations:  and he shall rule them 

with a rod of iron," Revelation 2:26-27. 

 And the twelve apostles "shall sit upon twelve thrones, 

judging the twelve tribes of Israel," Matthew 19:28.  These 

tribes are the descendants of ancient Israel:  United States, 

Canada, Great Britain, Europe, Scandinavia, Australia, New 

Zealand, and South Africa. 

 Christ will be the King of the Kingdom of God.  He is "KING 

OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS . . . He shall rule them [the nations] 

with a rod of iron," Revelation 19:16, 15. 

 Those in the first resurrection are very blessed for "they 

shall be priests of God and of Christ and shall REIGN WITH HIM A 

THOUSAND YEARS," Revelation 20:6. 

 

Fall Feast 

 

 There is a saying in our hedonistic society:  "Let's 

Party!"  But, there is a better saying:  "Let's go to the Feast!"  

This feast always refers to the Festival of Tabernacles (7 days) 

followed by the Eighth Day (1 day). The Feast of Tabernacles 

today is generally observed away from where one 

normally lives -- away from the stress and anxieties of business, 

away from the daily routine at home and work, away from noise 

pollution and traffic jams.  It is held in an area where peace, 

happiness, and harmony prevail -- where fellowship, learning, and 

spiritually maturity can be achieved. 

 

Temporary Dwellings 

 

 The temporary dwellings or booths of the ancient Israelites 

were built of interwoven branches and boughs.  This kind of 

shelter brought the realization, remembrance and thanksgiving 

that God was their protector, guide and deliverer, the One who 

brought them out of Egypt (sin), bondage and oppression, to a 



physical type of salvation which looked forward to the thousand-

year reign of Christ in the Kingdom of God. 

 Today we can also be thankful and rejoice that we have been 

delivered from the bondage of sin and death, and are looking 

forward to the Millennium rest and to spiritual salvation.  As we 

keep the Feast of Tabernacles, the Holy Spirit of God the Father, 

and Jesus Christ, dwells in us and we dwell with them.  This is a 

far greater and enduring experience than just living for today in 

a booth of branches and boughs. 

 The Festival of Tabernacles reminds us that living in 

temporary dwellings, whether our homes or our own bodies, 

foreshadows permanent residence and a glorious, immortal body in 

the Kingdom of God. 

 

-- written by Gary Sjordalê 

 

 

The Eighth Day Festival 

 

A popular belief is that you can only be saved if you hear the 

name of Jesus Christ.   A number of religions have sent 

missionaries to the Orient, Africa, and various remote places in 

order to make sure that the "name of Christ" is heard so that the 

hearer can be saved. 

 

Flat Tire 

 

 But, what about the proverbial flat tire on the 

missionary's car?  He fails to reach a certain person who then 

dies not having heard the name of Christ.  Is this poor 

unfortunate person doomed to hell for all eternity because of a 

flat tire?  Is this how God works? 

 Or, is God's power beyond the technical limitations that 

constrain religionists in their quest to save those God probably 

hasn't even called as yet?  What is God's approach to reaching 

people in order to offer them their chance for salvation? 

 What about all your friends and relatives who never really 

knew the truth of God, some of whom may have been bad persons, 

drug users, criminals, atheists, etc. 

 

Ancient Israel 

 

 Early in God's Plan we find Him choosing a special group of 

people -- the twelve tribes of Israel.  These and only these were 

His Chosen People in the Old Testament.  Israel was to be a model 

nation and people, an example to the rest of the world.  Any 

"strangers" who came into contact with Israel could become 

Israelites if they would follow the God of Israel,  then becoming 

a part of God's People. 

 Ancient Israel disobeyed God and failed to keep the Old 

Covenant, Exodus 19:5-6.  But, God said He would make a New 



Covenant with New Testament Israel, Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 

8:8-11. 

 

Israel in Christ's Time 

 

 In early New Testament times, Jesus Christ told the twelve 

apostles to go first to Israel, Matthew 10:6, and that they would 

not have gone over the lands of Israel till He was to come again 

-- sometime in the near future, verse 23.  Later, the apostles 

also went to the Gentiles, but the emphasis was still on Israel.  

And now Israel was under the New Covenant since God's Holy Spirit 

was generally available. 

 God's Chosen People in New Testament times, as well as 

today, are those whom He calls regardless of whether they are 

descendants of physical Israel or not, John 6:44.  And in fact 

those who are Christ's become spiritual Israelites, Galatians 

3:29. 

 

Modern Israel 

 

 Those people God calls today can accept the call, and 

eventually become a part of God's True Church by receiving God's 

Holy Spirit, Romans 8:9. 

 Most of the modern physical descendants of Israel (the 

Caucasian peoples of the United States, Great Britain, etc.) have 

turned their backs on God and have ceased to be Model Nations.  

They will be punished severely, but will eventually be regathered 

during the Jubilee year after Christ's return to become a 

righteous people as an example for the rest of the nations of the 

world. 

 

The Future 

 

 But, what about non-Israelites of the past, or Israelites 

who never even heard the name of Christ?  What about the "lost"? 

 This is the point of the final festival in God's seven-part 

Plan.  This festival represents the time when God will make 

salvation available to all those who never had a previous chance 

to choose it. 

 

Great White Throne Judgment 

 

 The seventh festival is often called the White Throne 

Judgment.  "And I saw a GREAT WHITE THRONE . . . and I saw the 

dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were 

opened: and another book was opened, which is the Book of Life:  

and the DEAD WERE JUDGED out of those things which were written 

in the books, ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS," Revelation 20:11-12. 

 This judgment occurs at the end of the thousand-year 

Millennium period: " . . . they lived and reigned with Christ a 

thousand years.  But the rest of the dead lived not again until 

the thousand years were finished," Revelation 20:4-5. 



 

First Resurrection 

 

 When Christ returns there will occur what may be called the 

First Resurrection.  Those who will live and reign with Jesus 

Christ for one thousand years must first be resurrected: 

"This is the FIRST RESURRECTION.  Blessed and holy is he that has 

part in the first resurrrection:  on such the second death hath 

no power . . . ," Revelation 20:5-6. 

 

Second Resurrection 

 

 The resurrection back to physical human life of all the 

dead who never had an opportunity for salvation will occur after 

the Millennium.  This is the SECOND RESURRECTION which will be 

followed by the Great White Throne Judgment. 

 The Eighth Day Festival shows a time of New Beginning for 

those who accept salvation (God's way of life) when they are 

given their chance for understanding.  Eight is the number of new 

beginnings.  What a wonderful time of opportunity that will be! 

 

-- written by Gary Sjordalê 

 

 

Feast of Tabernacles Quiz 

 

Answers to the following quiz are at the end of this section. 

 

Matching -- Feast of Tabernacles & Last Great Day 

 

 1. 7th Year of Release 

 2. 21st day of 7th month 

 3. 22nd day of 7th month 

 4. day of restraint, solemn assembly 

 5. Egypt 

 6. Ezra & Nehemiah (Neh. 8:13-18) 

 7. Feast of Ingathering 

 8. "four plants" 

 9. Hallel (Praise God) 

 10. Jeroboam 

 11. Solomon 

 12. Songs of Degrees, Ascent 

 13. tabernacles, tents, booths 

 14. Tishri 15-21 

 

__ a.sung by pilgrims on way to Jerusalem to keep Feast of 

Tabernacles, Psalms 120-134 

__ b. Psalms 113-118 

__ c. sukkot, Leviticus 23:34 

__ d. azereth, Leviticus 23:36 

__ e.palm branch, citron, myrtle, willow 

__ f.will be forced to keep FOT in Millennium, Zech. 14 



__ g. Last Great Day 

__ h. Feast of Tabernacles 

__ i. Haggai prophesied, Hag. 2:1-9 

__ j.kept a double Feast of Tabernacles at Temple dedication, 

I Kings 8:2-66 

__ k.had people build booths of olive, pine, myrtle, palm 

branches 

__ l.kept countefeit Feast, 15th day of 8th month, I Kings 

12:32-33 

__ m.reading of law on Feast of Tabernacles, Deut. 31:10-13 

__ n. end of harvest year, Ex. 23:16 

 

 

Fill in the Blanks 

 

1."Moreover also I gave them My ________ to be a sign between Me 

and them, that they might know that I am the LORD that sanctify 

them.  But the house of Israel ________ against Me in the 

wilderness:  they walked not in My statutes, and they despised My 

judgments, which if a man do, he shall even live in them; and My 

sabbaths they greatly ________ . . . ," Ezekiel 20:12-13. 

 

2.The Feast of Tabernacles is also known as the Feast of 

___________, Exodus 23:14-17, 34:22-23. 

 

3."At the end of every seven years, in the solemnity of the Year 

of _______, in the feast of tabernacles, When all Israel is come 

to appear before the LORD thy God in the place which He shall 

______, thou shalt read this ___ before all Israel in their 

hearing.  Gather the people together, men, and women, and 

children, and thy stranger that is within thy gates, that they 

may hear, and that they may learn, and ____ the LORD your God, 

and observe to __ all the words of this law," Deuteronomy 31:10-

12. 

 

4."In the last day, that _____ ___ of the feast, Jesus stood and 

cried, saying, If any man ______, let him come unto Me, and 

drink.  He that believeth on Me, as the scripture hath said, out 

of his _____ shall flow ______ of ______ water," John 7:37-39. 

 

5."And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all 

the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from 

year to year to _______ the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep 

the feast of tabernacles.  And it shall be, that whoso will not 

come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to 

worship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them shall be no 

____," Zechariah 14:16-17. 

 

6."And I John saw the holy city, new _________, coming down from 

God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband . 

. . .  Behold, the __________ of God is with men and He will 



dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself 

shall be with them, and be their God,"  Revelation 21:2-3. 

 

 

General Questions 

 

1.What groups of people are we to remember to help rejoice with 

us at the Feast of Tabernacles?  Deuteronomy 16:13-14 

 

2.Why did God hate the way Israel kept His feasts?  Isaiah 1:11-

16, 5:11-12; Hosea 2:8-11; Amos 5:21-24; Zechariah 7:5-14. 

 

3.What are seven purposes of the Feast of Tabernacles?  Leviticus 

23:42-43; Deuteronomy 14:22-27, 16:13-14, 31:10-13 

 

4.What is the "latter rain" pictured by the Feast of Tabernacles 

and Last Great Day?  Joel 2:23-29; James 5:7; Deuteronomy 11:13-

14; Jeremiah 3:2-3; Zechariah 10:1; Hosea 6:3, 10:12; John 7:37-

39. 

 

5. Why did God allow Israel to go into captivity?  Ezekiel 20. 

 

6.What is the meaning of dwelling in booths?  Hebrews 11:8-10, 

8:2, 5; Psalm 27:4-6, 46:4, 43:3, 84:1-10, 118:15, 61:4, 132:7; 

Revelation 3:12, 21:2-3. 

 

7. How do the fall feasts parallel the spring feasts? 

 

 

ANSWERS 

 

Matching -- Feast of Tabernacles & Last Great Day: 12a, 9b, 13c, 

4d, 8e, 5f, 3g, 14h, 2i, 11j, 6k, 10l, 1m, 7n 

 

Fill in the Blanks: 1.  sabbaths, rebelled, polluted; 2.  

Ingathering; 3.  Release, choose, law, fear, do; 4.  great day, 

thirst, belly, rivers, living; 5.  worship, rain; 6.  Jerusalem, 

tabernacle 

 

General Questions: 

1.Your sons, daughters, manservants, maidservants, the Levite, 

stranger, fatherless, and widow that are within your gates. 

2.Sinfulness, drunkenness, refusing to acknowledge God as source 

of their blessings, perverted judgment, thinking only of food, 

fellowship and fun. 

3.(a) to learn to fear the LORD always, (b) rejoice with our 

families and friends, (c) remember the exodus from Egypt, (d) 

know that the LORD is our God, (e) do all the works of the Law, 

(f)  remember the Levite, stranger, fatherless, widow, (g) 

recognize the "place which He shall choose to place His name." 

4. Time of the pouring out of God's Spirit upon the vast 

majority of mankind. 



5.For polluting God's statutes, judgments and Sabbaths, which 

includes His weekly and annual Sabbaths, or Holy Days. 

6.Dwelling in booths is a symbol of faith that God will fulfill 

His promises, respect to the Heavenly tabernacle where God 

dwells, being under God's protection during time of trouble and 

eventually living in God's house, the New Jerusalem. 

7. Parallels between fall and spring feasts: 

 

 

 

 1st day 

 

 

 10th day 

 

 14th day 

 

 15th day 

 

 

 21st day 

 

 22nd day 

 

 

 

 

First Month 

 

New Moon begins Sacred Year 

 

Passover lamb set aside 

 

Passover 

 

1st Holy Day of Feast of Unleavened Bread 

 

Last Holy Day of FUB 

 

N/A 

 

Seventh Month 

 

Day of Trumpets begins Civil Year 

 

Day of Atonement 

 

N/A 

 

1st Holy Day of Feast of Tabernacles 

 

Last day of FOT 



 

Last Great Day, Holy Day, conclusion of God's Holy Day Plan of 

Salvation. 

 

_ 
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Introduction 

 

Section Eight of Biblical Holy Days covers the Sacred Calendar.  

As with the other sections, our purpose is not to convince others 

to observe the divine appointments of the Almighty.  It is to 

provide resource material and in-depth instruction for those who 

already observe these sacred times.  For hundreds, if not 

thousands, of years there has been controversy surrounding the 

determination of God's Calendar.  Therefore, this portion of 

Biblical Holy Days is the most controversial section.  After much 

study, I have concluded that the calendar rules of the Hebrew 

calendar follow God's will for His people.  The arguments of 

various "observable calendar" proponents do not hold water. 

 

Here is a summary collection of Calendar data: 

 

 

 

Sacred Calendar 

 

_The year and day are solar, while the month is lunar.  

Therefore, God's calendar is both solar and lunar.  God's 

calendar is based on both observation and calculation. 

 

_A year has either 12 or 13 months.  Abib 16 and Pentecost must 

be in the spring.  Nineteen solar years almost exactly equal 235 

lunar months.  The current 19-year time cycle adds a 13th month 

in years 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 17, and 19.  To prevent unauthorized 

Sabbath work, the Day of Atonement can never fall on a Friday or 

a Sunday.  Abib 21 is the only Holy Day that can fall on a 

Friday.  Extensive food preparation is not permitted on other 

Holy Days. 

 

_The sun and moon are not in harmonious orbits.  The earth 

revolves around the sun in about 365.24 days, while the moon 

revolves around the earth in about 29.53 days.  Periodic calendar 

adjustments are necessary, such as the one in the second century 

A.D., to prevent the Holy Days from falling out of their proper 

seasons.  In the fourth century A.D., Hillel II made public 

heretofore secret sacred calendar rules used by the Jewish 

Sanhedrin to confirm observation.  These rules were given to 

Moses. 

 

_Genesis 1:14, Psalm 104:19, Leviticus 23:4 and Exodus 12:2, 13:4 

are important scriptures relative to the calendar. 

 

 

Sacred Calendar -- Table of Contents 

 

 

How Does God's Calendar Work? 1 



Explanation of Hebrew Calendar rules, and why they make sense.  

Why ordering the calendar is difficult and why there is a 19-year 

time cycle.  Lists of the Holy Days and New Moons to 2015 A.D.  

Calendar of Biblical events. 

 

Calendar Controversy 17 

Refutation of controversial arguments of anti-Hebrew calendar 

proponents.  How the Bible rules for observing the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread demonstrate validity of Hebrew Calendar rules 

which prevent Holy Days from falling on certain days of the week.  

Views of Jewish sage Maimonides are superior to Karaite 

objections to calculation.  How people today have adopted Karaite 

views.  The "Equinox Theory" is false, which says that the spring 

equinox has everything to do with determining the first day of 

the Biblical year. Answers to those who say they can observe the 

New Moons for themselves.  There is no "Bible Calendar."  We 

should accept the calendar rules preserved by the Jews. 

 

Review:  The Calendar God Gave to Moses 35 

Refutation of paper by Solinsky and Anderson.  Proof that a 

visually observed calendar is an impossibility.  Bible does not 

show a precise relationship between ripe barley and first month 

called Abib. 

 

 

How Does God's Calendar Work? 

 

 

Should a Bible believer know and use God's Calendar?  How can one 

be sure of keeping God's Holy Days at the proper time?  To whom 

did God reveal the knowledge of His Calendar?  Can certain Holy 

Days fall only on certain days of the week? What are the rules 

governing God's Calendar?  

 

 

Why the Calendar is Important 

 

What day is today?  The typical answer one would give is the 

current date on the Roman Calendar.  How does God look at time?  

Does He have a Calendar which governs how His true servants 

should love and worship Him?  If God does have such a calendar, 

does it not seem obvious that those who love Him would know how 

it works, and use it?  

 

During the time of King David of Israel, certain of the children 

of Issachar "had understanding of the times, to know what Israel 

ought to do," I Chronicles 12:32.  They had knowledge of 

astronomy and the calendar of God so as to know the times of the 

Sabbaths, Holy Days and New Moons that Israel was commanded to 

keep holy and observe.  Are we supposed to know what we ought to 

do regarding God's sacred times?  Ephesians 5:17.  Will God help 

us to understand if we ask Him?  James 1:5-7, Luke 11:5-13.  



 

Of what value is it to know and use God's Sacred Calendar?  It is 

as valuable as eternal life.  In speaking of Passover, Jesus said 

that "Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His 

blood, ye have no life in you.  Whoso eateth my flesh, and 

drinketh my blood hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at 

the last day," John 6:53, 54.  Passover as the annual memorial of 

the death of our Savior is commanded to be observed by New 

Testament Christians, I Corinthians 11:23-26.  So are the other 

Holy Days of God.  When shall they be observed?  Much confusion 

exists.  There is only one right, narrow way.  The true Christian 

should know, and know that he knows how and when to observe God's 

sacred times, I John 2:3-6.  

 

 

A. Does God Number the Months? 

 

Job 3:6, "the number of the months."  

 

How many months are there to a common year?  Daniel 4:29, 

Jeremiah 52:31.  In prophetic terms, are there twelve months to a 

year of time, with thirty days in each month?  Revelation 11:3 

compared with 13:5, and Daniel 7:25. Then originally, there may 

have been a 360 day year (12 months times 30 days each).  

 

NOTE: God's Sacred Calendar as it presently exists, does not and 

cannot have twelve months of thirty days each. The revolution of 

the moon around the earth and the earth around the sun do not 

quite correspond to twelve thirty-day months, as we shall see. 

 

What were some historical events that may well have altered the 

length of the months and the year?  See Joshua 10:12-14, II Kings 

20:8-11 and Isaiah 38:4-8.  Note: another factor is that the 

earth's rotation has slowed down over the centuries.  

 

Will the earth's orbit be re-ordered by Jesus Christ?  Compare 

Acts 3:19-21 and Isaiah 24:18-23.  Should we look forward to this 

event?  See Hebrews 11:8-10, and II Peter 3:10-14.  

 

 

B. What are the Names of the Months?  

 

Generally are the months of God's Calendar denoted by numbers 

instead of names?  Leviticus 23:5, 24, 27, and 34.  The Hebrew 

names of all the months are not given in the Bible.  

 

Those that are given are Abib, the first month, Exodus 12:2, 

13:4, and Deuteronomy 16:1, a time in the spring when barley and 

flax have headed out, but before wheat has grown up, Exodus 9:31, 

32.  Zif, the second month, a time for construction to begin, I 

Kings 6:37.  Ethanim, the seventh month, time of the Feast of 

Tabernacles, I Kings 8:2, 65, 66, and Bul, the eighth month, a 



time for construction work to cease before winter rains, I Kings 

6:38.  

 

The names Jews of today give the months of the year are derived 

from Babylonian names as a result of their captivity in Babylon.  

Some of these names are mentioned in captivity or post-captivity 

books, such as Nehemiah, Ezra, Esther and Daniel.  For example, 

we are told that Nisan is another name for the first month and 

Adar is the twelfth month, Esther 3:7.  Here is a complete list 

(English spellings may vary according to the source): 

 

 

Months of Sacred Calendar 

 

   Month   Days 

 

   1. Abib or Nisan*  30 

   2. Zif or Iyyar  29 

   3. Sivan*   30 

   4. Tammuz   29 

   5. Ab    30 

   6. Elul    29 

   7. Ethanim or Tishri* 30 

   8. Bul or Cheshvan  29 or 30 

   9. Kislev   30 or 29 

   10. Tebet   29 

   11. Shebat   30 

   12. Adar    29 (has 30 days in 

leap year) 

   13. II Adar or Veadar  29 (intercalary or 

leap year month) 

 

  * Denotes a month having Holy Days 

 

 

 

C. Must God's Months Fall in Their Proper Seasons? 

 

Do the Feast Days fall in particular seasons?  Leviticus 23:4.  

What determines these seasons?  Genesis 1:14, Psalms 104:19.  

NOTE: God tells us in the Bible to keep His Holy Days in their 

proper seasons from year to year.  Yet the Bible does not tell us 

how to figure the calendar upon which these Holy Days are 

derived.  We must go to another source -- the Jews, Romans 3:1, 2 

and Matthew 23:1-3.  They have been entrusted with the 

preservation of God's Calendar.  God could not order us to keep 

His Holy Days without also preserving His Calendar which tells us 

when to keep them.  

 

The first of Nisan or Abib is always the first new moon near the 

beginning of Spring (near March 21).  So Nisan falls in Spring.  

Likewise the month of Tammuz falls in summer, Tishri in the 



autumn, and Tebet in the winter.  The purpose of the calendar 

laws is to ensure Holy Days fall in their proper seasons.  

 

 

D.  Can We Determine the Calendar For Ourselves? 

 

Various  theological reference books state that the Hebrew 

Calendar evolved.  If this is true, then so did the Bible!  The 

Jews, it is believed, first determined the beginning of the 

months solely by observation of the new moons.  The year was 

determined by observing the clouds which ended the rainy season 

and which allowed the spring harvest to begin.  

 

Is this true?  Is observation alone the basis of God's Calendar?  

If it were, then what if the day were cloudy and no one could see 

the new moon?  How could the first of the month be determined if 

some could see the new moon and others could not?  

 

Observation alone cannot be the basis for God's Calendar, because 

God's Holy Days are divine appointments (moed), times which God, 

and not man, has predetermined, Exodus 23:15, Psalms 81:3-5.  

God, not man, determines the seasons, Daniel 2:21.  Even if the 

Jews themselves reject the true meaning of the Sabbath and Holy 

Days, still God has forced them to preserve the "oracles," the 

Scriptures and the Calendar which tell us when to keep the 

Sabbath and Holy Days, Romans 3:1-4.  

 

Mankind is forbidden to observe the new moons for himself and to 

determine when to keep God's appointed times. Because at times 

some have done this very thing, God has said, "Your new moons and 

your appointed feasts my soul hateth . . . ," Isaiah 1:14, and 

Hosea 2:11.  

 

Specific Bible laws forbid us to determine for ourselves when the 

year and the months begin.  We are told not to "observe times 

[from the Hebrew anan, cloud or soothsayer; see Englishman's 

Hebrew Concordance, page 966, and Strong's #6049]" Deuteronomy 

18:10, 14, Leviticus 19:26.  An observer of times "watched the 

clouds" to foretell the future.  Those who adapt this practice to 

determine when the winter rainy season is over and when the 

spring harvest season begins, set themselves up in the place of 

God, who alone can determine when the year begins in the spring.  

 

In Galatians 4:10, Paul forbids the observance of "days, and 

months, and times, and years" which the Gentile converts to 

Christianity had been accustomed to celebrating.  Here is a New 

Testament command not to follow the months of the pagan Roman 

calendar then in use, but instead to follow the months of God's 

calendar.  The Western calendar in use today is the same as the 

Julian calendar, with a minor adjustment by Pope Gregory.  

Because professing Christians rejected God's calendar, the Roman 

calendar is still in use today.  



 

God's calendar is determined primarily by calculation, the laws 

of which have been handed down from at least the time of Moses to 

the present day.  (See Sanctification of the New Moon by Moses 

Maimonides.)  God revealed the truth of His Holy Days and has 

also revealed the calendar that tells when to keep them, 

Deuteronomy 29:29.  

 

 

E. Will Someone Attempt to Change Times? 

 

See Daniel 7:25.  NOTE: This is why it behooves every true 

follower of God to study God's calendar so as not to be fooled by 

deceivers who strive to institute a "World Calendar" to upset the 

weekly cycle.  Great religious confusion is at our doors.  Will 

we be ready, II Timothy 2:15?  

 

 

F. Will God's People Have Understanding of the Times?  

 

Did certain men of Issachar understand the times governing what 

Israel was to do?  I Chronicles 12:32.  NOTE: They had knowledge 

of astronomy so as to maintain God's calendar so Israel could 

keep the Holy Days according to the proper harvest season.  See 

also Esther 1:13.  

 

Are we to seek to know the wisdom of God?  See Proverbs 1:1-6.  

Can the one that lacks wisdom obtain it?  See James 1:5-7, and 

John 16:13.  

 

 

G. Why is the Ordering of Calendar Difficult? 

 

The Bible year is solar, while the Bible month is lunar.  God's 

calendar is determined both by sun and moon.  The Roman calendar 

which the world uses today is entirely a solar calendar.  The 

ancient Romans forgot about God's ordering of the new moons, 

Romans 1:18-20.  Will we? 

 

A year is that period of time in which the earth performs one 

revolution in its orbit around the sun.  Such a "tropical year" 

consists of 365 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes, and 46.069 seconds, or 

slightly less than 365-1/4 days. 

 

A lunar month (also called "synodic month") is the period of time 

it takes the moon to revolve around the earth. God begins His 

months with the new moon, the first faint crescent visible from 

Jerusalem, of the moon after its conjunction with the sun.  The 

conjunction of the moon with the sun, known in Hebrew as the 

molad, is the point in time at which the moon is directly between 

the earth and the sun and is thus invisible.  Shortly thereafter, 

it becomes visible as a "new" moon.  For religious purposes, the 



Hebrew calendar rules give the average time between one new moon 

and another as 29 days, 12 hours, 44 minutes, and 3-1/3 seconds, 

or a little more than 29-1/2 days.  (The present astronomically 

correct value is 29 days, 12 hours, 44 minutes and 2.841  

seconds.  The moon has accelerated slightly in the centuries 

since the Hebrew calendar was instituted.  The cumulative effect 

of this is so small it will remain negligible for hundreds of 

millennia.) 

 

Twelve lunar months do not exactly equal one solar year.  It is 

true that twelve new moons do not complete one solar year, 

actually they equal approximately 354 days (12 x 29-1/2), whereas 

a solar year has slightly more than 365 days.  Thus a lunar year 

of twelve new moons is about eleven days (365 minus 354) LESS 

than a solar year.  If a Bible year always had twelve new moons, 

Passover would come about eleven days earlier each year.  In a 

few years, Passover would occur in the middle of winter, then in 

the fall, and still later in the summer!  Passover would wander 

instead of remaining in its proper season.  God's Holy Days must 

be observed in their proper agricultural seasons, Leviticus 23:4.  

 

Because of these facts, there must be an intercalary, or added, 

month, every so often in order to keep the Holy Days in their 

proper seasons.  Because the solar year does not equal a whole 

number of lunar months, the ordering of the calendar is 

difficult.  

 

 

H. Why does God Have a Nineteen-Year Time Cycle? 

 

As has been shown, the solar year exceeds the lunar year of 

twelve new moons by about eleven days.  In nineteen years, the 

solar cycle exceeds the lunar cycle by about 209 days (11 x 19), 

which is approximately seven lunar months (7 x 29-1/2 = 206.5).  

Thus in a cycle of nineteen years, if seven months are added 

(intercalated), the Holy Days will remain in their proper 

seasons.  To put it another way, if seven months were not added 

every nineteen years, Passover would occur about 209 days earlier 

than it should!  Thus, every two or three years in a nineteen-

year time cycle, there must be an added thirteenth month, making 

that year a leap year.  At the end of every nineteen years, the 

earth, moon and sun come almost into exact conjunction.  Once 

every nineteen years there will be a new moon on the spring 

equinox.  

 

A nineteen-year cycle of God's calendar has twelve common years 

of twelve moons (months) and seven leap years of thirteen months, 

for a grand total of 235 months (12 x 12 plus 7 x 13 equals 235), 

which almost exactly equals nineteen solar years.  

 

 19 solar years = 365 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes, 46.069 

seconds x 19 = 



 

  6,939 days, 14 hours, 26 minutes, 35.311 seconds 

 

 

 235 lunar months = 29 days, 12 hours, 44 minutes, 3-1/3 

seconds x 235 = 

 

  6,939 days, 16 hours, 33 minutes, 3.333 seconds 

 

Resulting in a difference of: 2 hours, 6 minutes, 28.022 seconds 

over 19 years. Thus, there is nearly the same amount of time in 

nineteen solar years as in 235 moons (months).  

 

Yet this slight difference means that each Hebrew calendar year 

exceeds the tropical year by 6 minutes, 39.370 seconds.  Though 

this difference is very small, it amounts to one day's variation 

in 216.34 years, or 4.6 days in a thousand years.  Thus, Passover 

-- and as a result, Pentecost -- are continually forced later in 

the season.  Without a calendar adjustment, such as the one in 

140-163 A.D., Pentecost would eventually occur in the summer, 

which is not permitted according to the calendar law.  

 

For the proof, and how this 6-1/2 minute difference proves a 

Monday Pentecost, see "A New Look at Pentecost in Light of the 

Calendar Adjustment in the Second Century" by Herman L. Hoeh.  

 

The nineteen-year cycle is God's way of accounting for the 

eleven-day difference between the 365-day solar year and the 354-

day lunar year of twelve moons.  In every nineteen-year cycle of 

today, a thirteenth month, called Adar II or Veadar, is added in 

the years 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 17, and 19 -- or seven times in 

nineteen years.  

 

God's nineteen-year time cycle, written in the heavens, is based 

upon seven, God's complete number signifying the Sabbath, added 

to twelve, the number of tribes of Israel and Jesus' original 

apostles (7 plus 12 equals 19).  

 

 

I. How Does God Keep Time? 

 

A year in God's calendar can be either common (12 moons) or leap 

(13 moons). 

 

A month is approximately (within a day or two) the time from one 

new moon to the next.  It may have either 29 or 30 days.  

Usually, the months in a year alternate between 30 and 29 days.  

Months having 30 days are termed full (Hebrew male), while those 

having 29 days are defective (Hebrew haser).  

 

A week has seven days, and is concluded by the Sabbath. A day has 

24 hours, usually about twelve hours of daylight and twelve hours 



of darkness, John 11:9. For religious purposes, such as 

observation of a Sabbath, the day begins at sunset, Genesis 1:5, 

Exodus 12:18.  In the reckonings of the molad (conjunction of the 

moon with the sun), the day is figured as beginning at 6:00 P.M. 

at Jerusalem.  

 

According to the Hebrew calendar, an hour is not divided into 

sixty minutes or 3600 seconds, but 1080 halakins or "parts," of 

3-1/3 seconds.  Thus, the average month expressed in Hebrew 

parlance is 29 days, 12 hours and 793 parts (which is the same as 

saying 29 days, 12 hours, 44 minutes and 3-1/3 seconds).  

 

The number of days in a Hebrew calendar year varies.  Multiplying 

29 days, 12 hours and 793 parts by twelve moons in a common or 

thirteen moons in a leap year would yield fractional values.  

Since a month can only have 29 or 30 complete 24 hour days, the 

number of days in a year must vary.  (Refer to Section B.) 

 

The eighth and ninth months, Heshvan and Kislev, vary with either 

29 or 30 days.  A common, twelve-month year may have either 353, 

354 or 355 days.  A leap, thirteen-month year, may have 383, 384 

or 385 days.  This makes six types of years.  

 

Different terms are given for these six basic types of years, as 

follows: 

 

   Perfect  Regular  Defective 

 

Common Year 355 days  354 days  353 days 

Leap Year  385 days  384 days  383 days 

 

   Heshvan 30 days Heshvan 29 days Heshvan 29 days 

   Kislev 30 days Kislev 30 days Kislev 29 days 

 

The Hebrew names for perfect, regular and defective are shelema, 

sedura, and hasera.  Actually, there are 14 types of years, 7 

common and 7 leap, as will be explained later.  

 

 

J. What Are the Rules Governing the Calendar? 

 

(1) The reason for the existence of intercalation, or adding a 

thirteenth month,  is to prevent Nisan 16 from occurring before 

the vernal or spring equinox (on or about March 21).  The spring 

equinox is the time when the sun rises due east and sets due 

west, and everywhere in the world there is equal daylight and 

equal darkness (12 hours each).  Spring must have arrived on or 

before Nisan 16. This is the number one cardinal rule of God's 

calendar.  

 

Why is this so?  Why can Passover, Nisan 14, be no earlier than 

two days before the spring equinox?  Because when Passover falls 



on Friday and the wavesheaf was cut the following Sunday, Nisan 

16, that Sunday must occur in spring. Otherwise, the harvest 

would begin in winter.  The Feast of Unleavened Bread would not 

be a spring Feast.  Nisan is predominately a spring month.  

Having thirty days, at least half of them -- Nisan 16-30 -- must 

be in the spring.  The spring Holy Days cannot fall in the 

winter! 

 

From the time of Moses through the time of Christ, Passover 

itself apparently never fell before the spring equinox.  That is 

why Josephus was correct in stating that Passover always fell "in 

Aries" (which begins with March 21).  See Antiquities of the 

Jews, III, x, 5.  Because of the 6-1/2 minute difference between 

a sacred calendar year and the true astronomical value (refer to 

Section H), Passover occurs one day later every 216 years.  As a 

result, Pentecost is pushed later and later into the year.  

 

A corollary to rule #1 is that Pentecost must occur in the 

spring.  Because of the 6-1/2 minute difference, from the time of 

Moses through the first century of the Christian era, Pentecost 

was being pushed closer and closer toward the beginning of 

summer.  As has been shown (see "A New Look at Pentecost in Light 

of the Calendar Adjustment in the Second Century" by Herman L. 

Hoeh), an adjustment to the intercalary cycle of leap years 

became necessary in 161 A.D. in order to prevent Pentecost from 

falling on the beginning of summer.  

 

In Jesus' day the leap years in a nineteen-year time cycle were 

2, 5, 7, 10, 13, 16, and 18.  Today the leap years are 3, 6, 8, 

11, 14, 17, and 19.  Today we are observing Passover and the Holy 

Days earlier than when Jesus observed them in the first century.  

We are observing them correctly.  Some five hundred years from 

now, there will of necessity be another calendar adjustment in 

order to prevent Pentecost from falling in summer.  God's Holy 

Days must continue to be observed "in their season." 

 

(2) In ordering the calendar, the molad (conjunction of the 

moon and the sun) of Tishri is of paramount importance.  Though 

Nisan is the beginning of the religious year, Tishri is the 

beginning of the civil year. Tishri 1 (Day of Trumpets) rarely 

falls on the molad of Tishri because there are four obstacles, 

delays, or considerations (Hebrew dehiyyot) which may cause 

Tishri 1 to be postponed one or two days.  

 

 (a) Consideration #1 is that the Day of Atonement may 

never fall on Friday or Sunday, nor may Tishri 21 (seventh or 

last day of the Feast of Tabernacles) fall on a weekly Sabbath.  

The reasons for this rule are profound.  God is a God of mercy, 

compassion and purpose.  He made the weekly Sabbath as well as 

the yearly Sabbaths for man, Mark 2:27-28, for man's good. His 

laws do not put unnecessary burdens upon His people, Matthew 

11:30.  On the contrary, God's Holy Days are days of joy and 



gladness, Numbers 10:10.  In order to keep them so, there are 

necessary rules in God's calendar.  

 

If the Day of Atonement were to fall on a Friday, there would be 

no possibility of preparing food for the weekly Sabbath.  One 

would have to fast for two days instead of one.  Likewise, if 

Atonement fell on Sunday, the cleaning-up and chores of the 

Sabbath would have to be postponed until Monday, or one would do 

too much work on the Sabbath in preparation for Atonement.  

 

Also, if Tishri 21 fell on the weekly Sabbath, the first day of 

the Feast of Tabernacles and the Last Great Day would both fall 

on Sunday.  Preparation for these High Days would have to be on 

the weekly Sabbath, which is not permitted.  

 

As a result of these prohibited days for Atonement and Tishri 21, 

Tishri 1 may never fall on a Sunday, Wednesday, or Friday.  God's 

laws make sense!  They are for our own good.  

 

 (b) Consideration #2 is entirely for an astronomical 

reason.  It states that if the molad is at noon or later, Tishri 

1 is delayed one day, or two days, if this would fall on a 

prohibited day as in Consideration #1.  

 

As mentioned in Section H, in the reckonings of the molad, the 

24-hour day is figured as beginning at 6:00 P.M. at Jerusalem.  

Therefore, noon is the middle of the twelve-hour period of 

daylight (since Tishri 1 is near the fall equinox, this is about 

right).  Observation, as well as calculation, is important in 

God's calendar. If one cannot see the new moon (assuming a clear 

sky), it does not yet exist! Experience has proven that if the 

molad takes place before noon, then the new moon can be seen by 

an acute observer the same day near sunset, and that same day was 

the first of Tishri.  If the molad occurs after midday, the new 

moon cannot be seen until the next day, and Tishri 1 has to be 

postponed.  

 

 (c) Consideration #3 is as follows: If the molad in a 

common year falls on Tuesday at 204 parts past 3:00 A.M. (i.e., 

3:11 A.M. and 20 seconds), Tishri 1 is put off two days.  

Consideration #1 forbids it from being postponed to Wednesday, so 

it is deferred to Thursday.  

 

 (d) Consideration #4 is very infrequent.  It states that 

when the molad of Tishri immediately following a leap year occurs 

on Monday at 15 hours, 589 parts (9:32 A.M. and 43-1/3 seconds), 

Tishri 1 is delayed from Monday to Tuesday.  

 

The complex reasons and proofs for Considerations 3 and 4 are 

given in the Encyclopedia Judaica article "Calendar," page 44.  

 



Thus, for any particular month, the first day of the month in 

God's calendar may coincide with the new moon, or it may be one 

or  two  days  later.  This  fact has confused some.  An 

understanding of the above calendar rules, remembering that 

calculation has precedence over observation and that the Holy 

Days must be kept in their proper season, should help us to 

understand.  

 

(3) These rules produce another calendar law: Passover (Nisan 

14) can only fall on a Monday, Wednesday, Friday or Sabbath.  

This is important and is well worth memorizing.  

 

ALL the Holy Days are tied together.  There is a constant, fixed 

number of days between Passover and the Day of Trumpets (to be 

exact, 163 intervening days). There are no variable months or 

intercalary months between the first and  seventh  months.  

Therefore, since the Day of Trumpets cannot fall on a Sunday, 

Wednesday or Friday, Passover and all the other Holy Days (except 

Pentecost) cannot occur on three unique days of the week.  To put 

it another way, each Holy Day other than Pentecost can occur on 

only four days of the week. Pentecost itself, always falling on a 

Monday, is limited to only four distinct days of the third month, 

Sivan 7, 9, 11 and 13.  

 

Sunday is very rarely a Holy Day.  Only when Passover is on a 

weekly Sabbath does the First Day of Unleavened Bread fall on a 

Sunday.  This happens on the average of only once in every ten 

years.  NONE of the other Holy Days can EVER occur on Sunday.  

 

It was not chance, it was not evolution, that resulted in the 

eighth and ninth month being variable in length,  or an 

intercalary month following the twelfth month.  It was the divine 

hand of the Creator of the Sun, Moon and the whole universe!  

 

(4) Again, a calendar rule that has already been reviewed is 

the fact that the years 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 17 and 19 of every 

nineteen-year time cycle are leap years with a thirteenth month.  

Although the Bible does not mention a thirteenth month, rules of 

astronomy and Leviticus 23:4 demand intercalary months.  (See our 

article on "Calendar Controversy" for a discussion of how Ezekiel 

proves a thirteenth month.) 

 

(5) In conclusion, these rules produce fourteen different kinds 

of years, according to the "character" (Hebrew keviah from kava, 

"to fix") of the year.  There are three elements which determine 

the "character" of the year: (1) The day of the week on which 

Passover (Nisan 14) occurs, (2) the day of the week on which the 

Day of Trumpets (Tishri 1) occurs, and (3) whether the year is 

"perfect," "regular," or "defective." 

 

The following is a listing of these fourteen basic kinds of 

years,  as adapted from the Jewish Encyclopedia,  article 



"Calendar."  Succeeding pages give a sacred calendar, and 

supporting charts. 

 

TABLE 1 

 

TYPES OF SACRED YEARS 

 

 

Type of Year Code (A) Corresponding Roman Years (B) 

 

 

(Common years) 

 1  2-5-R  1984, 1987, 1990, 1997 

 2  2-5-P  1993 

 3  4-7-D  1976 

 4  4-7-P  1979, 1982, 1986, 1989 

 5  6-2-D  1992 

 6  6-2-P  1978, 1995, 1998 

 7  7-3-R  1981 

 

 

(Leap years) 

 8  2-5-D* 1980 

 9  2-5-P* 1983 

 10  4-7-D* 1996 

 11  4-7-P* 1975, 1999 

 12  6-2-D* 1985, 1988 

 13  6-2-P* 1991 

 14  7-3-R* 1977, 1994 

 

(A) Explanation of Codes: first digit gives the day of the week 

of Passover (Nisan 14), second digit gives the day of week of 

Trumpets, third digit whether the year is defective (D), 8th and 

9th month both having 29 days; regular (R), 8th month has 29, 9th 

month has 30 days; or perfect (P), 30 days in both.  No asterisk 

indicates a common year of twelve months; an asterisk indicates a 

leap year of thirteen months.  

 

(B) "Roman year" represents the year A.D. having Holy Days. 

 

NOTE: "1977" was the last year of a 19-year time cycle, and 1978 

was the beginning of a new cycle, ending in 1996.  

 

 

 

TABLE 2 

 

TYPES OF SACRED MONTHS 

 

 

 

Type of Month Number of Days  Day of Week New Moon Falls 



 

 1   30     1 

 2   30     2 

 3   30     3 

 4   30     4 

 5   30     5 

 6   30     6 

 7   30     7 

 8   29     1 

 9   29     2 

 10   29     3 

 11   29     4 

 12   29     5 

 13   29     6 

 14   29     7 

 

 

 

DO-IT-YOURSELF WALL CALENDAR 

 

 

Purpose: 

To know and use the dates of God's Calendar, recognizing the Holy 

Days, new moons and Sabbaths as God has ordained. Secondarily, to 

have Roman Calendar equivalents necessary for business in this 

world.  

 

Method:    

(1) Make 12-13 copies of the following template pattern, 

depending if the current year is a common or leap year.  

 

(2) Number each sheet with the month number. 

 

(3) Fill in the blanks, beginning with God's Calendar day on 

the top of each square.  Then put the Roman Calendar day on the 

bottom.  Use pages 12-15. 

 

(4) If a month according to God's Calendar begins on a Sabbath, 

and the month has thirty days, you will have to split the lower 

left calendar box to fit two days.  

 

(4) Highlight the Holy Days and New Moons.  We use the color 

green.  Don't miss the divine appointments!  

 

(5) Staple the 12 or 13 sheets together and hang on the wall.  

 

Benefits:   

On a day-by-day basis, you will know the progression of God's 

Calendar,  avoiding the observing of the days and times of this 

world, Galatians 4:10, having an excellent usable reminder of 

God's appointed times.  

 



 

K. Calendar of Biblical Events 

 

Americans remember July 4th as Independence Day.  Other dates of 

the Roman calendar are noted as the anniversaries of various 

historical events.  What about God's calendar for God's people?  

Are there dates which are noteworthy as the anniversaries of 

historical and Biblical events?  Dates which even Jesus Christ 

took note of?  Indeed there are!  

 

Notice John 10:22.  Jesus was in the Temple during winter at the 

Feast of Dedication (also known as Hanukkah, or Festival of 

Lights).  Beginning on Kislev 25 (9th month), this is a eight-day 

celebration instituted by the Jews to commemorate the purging of 

the temple and the rebuilding of the altar after Judas Maccabaeus 

had driven out the Syrians in 164 B.C.  It is also the 

anniversary of the pollution of the temple by Antiochus Epiphanes 

in 167 B.C. (fulfilling at least in type the prophecy of Daniel 

11:31).  Like the American and Canadian Thanksgiving Day, it is a 

national holiday of giving to God of thanks for His blessings and 

deliverance in time of trial.  

 

Another commemorative day shown in the Bible is Purim, the Feast 

of Lots. This annual festival of the Jews on the 14th and 15th 

days of the last month (Adar or Adar II) was instituted to 

commemorate the preservation of the Jews in Persia from the 

massacre with which they were threatened through the machinations 

of Haman (Esther 9).  Notice Esther 9:27-28.  The Jews -- not God 

-- ordained this annual festival to be kept throughout every 

generation. 

 

It's not wrong to take note of these historical occasions, since 

they were definitely anniversaries of God's intervention on 

behalf of His chosen people. Certainly since the Christian should 

desire to be spared from destruction, Luke 21:36, Purim should 

mean much more to the Christian than July 4, Thanksgiving Day, 

Memorial Day and Labor Day combined.  

 

The Eternal God has a habit of repeating similar actions on the 

anniversary of the same day.  The "night to be much observed," at 

the beginning of Nisan 15, Exodus 12:42, occurred on the selfsame 

day, 430 years after God made His covenant with Abraham (compare 

Genesis 15:5-18 with Exodus 12:40-42 and Genesis 17:19-21).  

 

Other events are noted in the Bible according to the day on the 

calendar in which the event occurred.  The following is a listing 

of Biblical events according to their dates on God's calendar.  

 

First Month 

 

1New Moon, New Year. 

 



1Hezekiah opens doors of Temple and begins to repair it, II 

Chronicles 29:3, 17.  Finished the work on the 16th. 

 

1Prophecy given to Ezekiel that Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, 

would be given the land of Egypt, Ezekiel 29:17-20.  Reaffirmed 

at a different time of the 7th day, Ezekiel 30:20-26.  

 

1God ordains a bullock to be sacrificed and the Temple to be 

cleansed, Ezekiel 45:18-19.  Also to be done on the first day of 

the seventh month, verse 20.  

 

1Ezra decides to leave Babylon for Jerusalem with the intent of 

seeking God's law, doing it, and teaching God's statutes and 

judgments to Israel, Ezra 7:6-10.  Departs on 12th day, Ezra 

8:31.  

 

1Waters dried up from the Flood almost a year after rains began, 

Genesis 8:13.  

 

10Passover lamb kept up until the 14th day, Exodus 12:3-6. 

 

13Haman's death sentence against the Jews was posted in the 

kingdom of Persia, Esther 3:12-13.  

 

14Passover observed beginning of 14th (evening), Exodus 12, 

Leviticus 23:5.  

 

15, 21Feast of Unleavened Bread, first day and last day are Holy 

days, Leviticus 23:6-8. 

 

24Daniel had been fasting for three weeks, is given understanding 

by an angel, Daniel 10:2-4.  

 

XIsrael came into desert of Zin, abode in Kadesh; Miriam died 

there, Numbers 20:1.  

 

XNehemiah asks Artaxerxes to allow him to rebuild Jerusalem, 

Nehemiah 2:1. 

 

 

Second Month 

 

1Eternal spoke to Moses in wilderness of Sinai on second year 

after they were come out of Egypt, Numbers 1:1.  All Israel from 

twenty years old assembled together, verse 18.  

 

2Solomon begins to build the Temple in the fourth year of his 

reign, II Chronicles 3:2.  

 

14Second Passover, Numbers 9:9-14; II Chronicles 30:1-5, 15. 

 



15-21Feast  of  Unleavened  Bread  kept in second month,  

Hezekiah's time, II Chronicles 30:13, 21-23. 

 

17Fountains of deep broken up, 40 days of rain begin the Noachian 

Flood, Genesis 7:11.  

 

20Cloud taken up, Israel begins journeying from Sinai in the 

second year of the Exodus, Numbers 10:11.  

 

27God told Noah to go forth out of the ark, Genesis 8:14.  

 

XConstruction of Solomon's temple began, I Kings 6:1, 37. 

 

XFoundations of the temple laid by Zerubbabel, Joshua and others 

returned from captivity, Ezra 3:8-13.  

 

 

Third Month 

 

1Again, God gives Ezekiel a prophecy as to Egypt's fall, but that 

their conquerors the Assyrians will fall likewise, Ezekiel 31:1-

18.  

 

23Haman, enemy of the Jews, hanged. King of Persia's letter went 

out allowing Jews to defend themselves against their enemies on 

Adar 13. Mordecai advanced, Esther 8:1-17.  

 

XPentecost, a Holy Day, always falls on second day of the week, 

can be on 7th, 9th, 11th, or 13th of third month.  

 

XAsa and other faithful of Israel enter into a covenant with God, 

II Chronicles 15:10, 12.  

 

 

Fourth Month 

 

5God begins to work through Ezekiel, gives him visions and 

prophecies, Ezekiel 1:1-2.  

 

9Besieged by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, there was sore 

famine in Jerusalem, and the city was broken up about 586 B.C., 

Jeremiah 39:2;  52:6-7;  II Kings 25:3.  Jews remembered this 

horrifying event by commemorating it with a fast, Zechariah 8:19.  

 

 

Fifth Month 

 

1Ezra arrives in Jerusalem from Babylon, Ezra 7:6-10. 

 

1Aaron died on Mount Hor in the fortieth year of Israel's 

wandering, Numbers 33:38.  Israel mourned for thirty days, 

Numbers 20:28-29.  



 

7 - 10Babylonian army burns the Jerusalem temple, King`s palace, 

and all the houses of Jerusalem, takes most of the rest of Judah 

captive, Jeremiah 1:3; 52:12-16; and II Kings 25:8-12.  Jews 

commemorated this sad event with a fast, Zechariah 8:19.  God was 

wrathful with their corrupted manner of fasting, Zechariah 7:1-

13.  

 

10Certain elders of Israel come to inquire of the Eternal before 

Ezekiel. He is given a message from God that the reason they are 

in captivity is that they have polluted God's Sabbaths, Ezekiel 

20:1-49.  

 

 

Sixth Month 

 

1God begins to work through Haggai the prophet, Haggai 1:1. 

 

5Ezekiel is given a vision from God, sees several abominations 

being committed by God's people, Ezekiel 8.  

 

24The Eternal stirs up the spirit of Zerubbabel, Joshua and the 

remnant of the people to do the work of the building of God's 

House, Haggai 1:14-15.  

 

25Rebuilt wall of Jerusalem finished, Nehemiah 6:15-16. 

 

 

Seventh Month 

 

1Day of Trumpets, a New Moon and a Holy Day. 

 

9At the end of this day, Atonement fast begins, Leviticus 23:32. 

 

10Day of Atonement, a fast, and a High Holy Day. 

 

10(Implied) Ezekiel given a vision of the rebuilt Millennial 

Temple  at Jerusalem,  Ezekiel 40:1 and following -- implication 

is that "the beginning of the year" means the civil year. 

 

17Noah's ark rested on mountains of Ararat, Genesis 8:4. 

 

15 - 21Feast of Tabernacles. Holy Day on the 15th. 

 

21Prophecy of Haggai, Haggai 2:1-9. 

 

22Last Great Day, a Holy Day. 

 

23Completion of dedication of Solomon's Temple, II Chronicles 

7:9-10.  

 



24After the reinstitution of keeping of the Feast of Tabernacles 

at the return from Babylonian captivity, a fast is observed and 

God's Law is read, special services held, Nehemiah 9:1-3.  

 

XIshmael of the royal seed kills Gedaliah, the ruler of Judah 

appointed by King Nebuchadnezzar, and flees to Egypt in fear of 

the Chaldeans, II Kings 25:25, Jeremiah 41:1-3.  

 

 

Eighth Month 

 

15King Jeroboam of Northern Israel institutes counterfeit "Feast 

of Tabernacles," I Kings 12:32,33.  

 

XGod began to work through the prophet Zechariah, Zechariah 1:1. 

 

XSolomon's temple finished, I Kings 6:38. 

 

 

Ninth Month 

 

4Word of Eternal came to Zechariah, told him that the fasts of 

the fifth and seventh months were not done to God, as the people 

would not heed God's prophets, Zechariah 7:1- 13.  

 

20Jews and Benjamites returned from captivity, gathered together 

at Jerusalem at the behest of Ezra and were told to separate from 

strange wives who were of a different race and religion, Ezra 

10:9-11.  

 

24Word of Eternal came twice to Haggai that God's people were 

unclean and that God would shake the heavens and the earth, 

Haggai 2:10-23.  

 

25Beginning of eight day Feast of Dedication, or Hannukah, John 

10:22. 

 

XA fast was proclaimed in Judah as a result of reading Jeremiah's 

prophecy, but King Jehoiakim burns the scroll, Jeremiah 36:9, 22. 

Note: the ninth month is in winter. 

 

XNehemiah, the Persian King's Jewish cupbearer, learns of the 

lamentable state of Jerusalem and his fellow Jews, Nehemiah 1:1-

3, 11.  Note: Chisleu is an alternate spelling of Kislev, the 9th 

month.  

 

 

Tenth Month 

 

1Waters from Flood had receded until tops of mountains were seen, 

Genesis 8:5.  

 



1Ezra and elders meet to determine the putting away of strange 

wives, Ezra 10:16-17.  

 

5Ezekiel was struck dumb by God until an escapee from Jerusalem 

informed him the city was smitten.  God gave him a message as to 

why this event happened: they heard God's words, but did them 

not, Ezekiel 33:21-33.  

 

10King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon begins siege of Jerusalem, about 

588 B.C., Jeremiah 39:1, 52:4,  II Kings 25:1.  Remembered by 

Jews in a annual fast, Zechariah 8:19.  Ezekiel given a message 

from God about the sins which caused this event, Ezekiel 24:1-27.  

 

12God's prophecy concerning Egypt was given to Ezekiel, 29:1-16.  

 

 

Eleventh Month 

 

1In the 40th year, Moses spoke to the children of Israel the 

words of the Eternal, Deuteronomy 1:3.  

 

24God spoke to Zechariah in a vision, Zechariah 1:7. 

 

 

Twelfth Month 

 

1, 15God told Ezekiel to take up a lamentation for the fall of 

Egypt, Ezekiel 32:1, 17 plus other verses of the chapter.  

 

3Rebuilt Temple finished, Ezra 6:15. 

 

13Publishing of Haman's death sentence upon all the Jews in 

captivity, Esther 3:10-13.  

 

14 - 15Purim, celebration of Jews' deliverance from Haman's death 

decree, Esther 9:1-32.  

 

25 or 27Evil-merodack, King of Babylon, releases former King 

Jehoiachin of Judah from prison and given him a daily allowance 

for the rest of his life, II Kings 25:27-30; Jeremiah 52:31-34.ê 

 

 

Calendar Controversy 

 

A number of controversial issues have been raised as to the 

correct calendar for determining the Holy Days.  This article 

examines some of these issues. 

 

Feast of Unleavened Bread 

and the Calendar 

 



 The Feast of Unleavened Bread is a unique Festival.  On 

each of the seven days, one must eat unleavened bread, Leviticus 

23:6. 

 

Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread . . . .  And in the 

first day [Nisan 15] there shall be an holy convocation, and in 

the seventh day [Nisan 21] there shall be an holy convocation to 

you; no manner of work shall be done in them, save that which 

every man must eat, that ONLY may be done of you (Exodus 12:15-

16). 

 

 What does this mean?  Why did God specify that on the two 

Holy Days of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, that work involving 

food preparation may be done?  God did not repeat this allowance 

for the other Holy Days, not even the Sabbath.  Why not? What is 

the purpose of this law?  Is there proof?  Does it make sense? 

 Of all the Holy Days, only Nisan 15 (the first day of the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread) can ever fall on a Sunday.  When it 

does, which is a rare occasion, Nisan 14 (Passover) falls on the 

weekly Sabbath.  In this case, preparation for Nisan 14 must be 

made on Friday, Nisan 13, while cleaning up of the Sabbath dishes 

and any last-minute food preparation for the night to be much 

observed and the morning of the Holy Day may be done on the Holy 

Day itself (Sabbath sunset to Sunday sunset).  No food 

preparation for Sunday Nisan 15 may be done on the weekly 

Sabbath. 

 Passover (Nisan 14) and Nisan 21 (the last day of 

Unleavened Bread, a Holy Day) can and often do fall on a Friday.  

Nisan 21 is the only Holy Day that ever falls on the sixth day of 

the week.  In such cases, preparation for the Holy Day and the 

succeeding weekly Sabbath should, as much as possible, be done on 

the day before the Holy Day (Thursday, Nisan 20).  But a certain 

amount of food preparation for the Sabbath and the cleaning up of 

the dishes of the Holy Day may have to be done on the Holy Day.  

And God's law of Exodus 12:15-16 permits this.  The two annual 

Holy Days of the Feast of Unleavened Bread are special.  To a 

certain extent, food preparation may be done on them that may not 

be done on the weekly Sabbath, OR on any of the other annual Holy 

Days. 

 Pentecost is always on Monday, not on a Sunday.  One of the 

basic reasons is that food preparation for Pentecost must be on 

the day before Pentecost, not on Pentecost itself. God's Word 

allowing food preparation on Nisan 15 and 21 does NOT extend to 

Pentecost.  In the Old Testament, the two large waveloaves had to 

be baked ahead of time in order to be offered on Pentecost 

morning as the firstfruits, Leviticus 23:15-17.  The priest ate 

these loaves, verse 20.  This baking could not have been done on 

the weekly Sabbath, Exodus 16:23.  If the Pentecost loaves were 

baked on the preceding Friday, the bread would be two days old, 

hardly fit for an offering to the Eternal!  Therefore, this is an 

important reason why Pentecost must be on Monday, not Sunday.  



Those waveloaves were baked on Sunday, before Pentecost.  To 

place Pentecost on Sunday is to violate the Sabbath. 

 Those who believe in a Monday Pentecost and at the same 

time believe that food preparation is allowed on Pentecost are 

inconsistent.  If they are right in their assumption, then the 

waveloaves could have been baked after the end of the seventh 

sabbath, and Pentecost might therefore be on a Sunday.  A Sunday 

Pentecost violates either the weekly Sabbath or Pentecost itself.  

It opposes the very principle of the Sabbath.  God's laws do not 

contradict themselves. Pentecost is on a Monday, a day on which 

food preparation is NOT allowed. 

 Concerning the fall Holy Days, it is significant to note 

that the Day of Trumpets, Tishri 1, the first day of the Feast of 

Tabernacles, Tishri 15, an Holy Day, and the Last Great Day, 

Tishri 22, all fall on the same day of the week (1 + 7 + 7 = 15 

and 15 + 7 = 22).  None of these three annual Holy Days can ever, 

according to the rules of God's Sacred Calendar, fall on a 

Sunday, Wednesday or Friday. 

 Not on a Sunday, because these Holy Days must be preceded 

by a day of preparation. God's Word nowhere allows the 

preparation of food on these Holy Days, which are also to be 

FEAST days as well.  Therefore Trumpets, first day of Tabernacles 

and the Last Great Day must always be preceded by a preparation 

day, which cannot be the weekly Sabbath, and therefore they can 

never fall on a Sunday. 

 Why not on a Friday?  Why can't these three Holy Days fall 

on the day before a weekly Sabbath?  It wouldn't matter, if food 

preparation for the Sabbath were allowed on these days.  But we 

have seen that food preparation is not allowed on the weekly 

Sabbath nor on these specified Holy Days.  If Trumpets, for 

example, could fall on a Friday, then food preparation for the 

Sabbath would have to be done on either this Holy Day or the 

Sabbath, which Scripture does not allow. The mind of the Eternal 

foresaw the implications of His own laws.  They are perfect, and 

do not contradict. 

 If Exodus 12:15-16 did not explain that certain food 

preparation is permissible on the Holy Days during Unleavened 

Bread, the follower of God would be put into a straight-jacket.  

Either way, he would be forced to break God's laws during the 

spring Holy Days.  But the Eternal God is not so capricious. 

 In the same manner, and for like reasons, the Day of 

Atonement can never fall on a Friday or a Sunday.  No food 

preparation is allowable on the Sabbath, and absolutely no work 

at all on Atonement, the "Sabbath of sabbaths," Leviticus 23:32, 

literal Hebrew.  God's calendar laws regarding Pentecost and the 

fall Holy Days prove that the allowed work of food preparation of 

Exodus 12:16 does not extend to the Holy Days other than Nisan 15 

and 21.  The High Days of Unleavened Bread are indeed unique, 

like no other. 

 Truly, God's laws make sense.  God intended that every one 

of the days of the Feast of Unleavened Bread should be a "feast" 

in the sense that unleavened bread is to be eaten in festive 



meals.  To make sure they are special, God's law allows the 

preparation of that which one must eat on the Holy Days (first 

and last) of Unleavened Bread.  This does not abrogate God's laws 

regarding what work is or is not permissible on Sabbaths.  It 

upholds the sanctity of the Sabbath. 

 "This that which the LORD hath said, To morrow is the rest 

of the holy sabbath unto the LORD: bake that which ye will bake 

to day, and seethe [boil] that which ye will seethe; and that 

which remaineth over lay up for you to be kept until the 

morning," Exodus 16:23. 

 "There remaineth therefore a rest [margin: "keeping of a 

sabbath"] to the people of God," Hebrews 4:9. 

 

Easter-Passover 

Calendar Controversy 

 

 Why does the professing Christian world celebrate Easter?  

On the other hand, why does the Church of God observe Passover?  

One way of answering this is that the Church of God has adhered 

to the sacred calendar, while others have rejected it. 

 It should be noted that to the majority of professing 

followers of Christ, "Easter is central to the whole Christian 

year; not only does the whole ecclesiastical calendar of movable 

feasts depend upon its date, but the whole year of worship is 

arranged around it" (Encyclopedia Britannica, 1966 edition, 

article "Easter").  Preceded by forty days of Lent and "Holy 

Week," and succeeded by seven Sundays until Whitsunday (or 

Pentecost), Easter is the central religious day to many.  It has 

even been termed "the Christian Passover."  From very early 

times, certain believers have kept Sunday as a "little Easter," a 

weekly commemoration of the supposed day of the resurrection of 

Christ. 

 History records the Quartodeciman Controversy during the 

period of 100-350 A.D.  Early Christians were mainly Jewish, and 

continued to observe the Passover on the 14th of Nisan along with 

Gentile converts.  They followed the lunar-solar Hebrew calendar 

according to the Jewish Sanhedrin. 

 False religious teachers brought in damnable heresies into 

the true Church of God, Acts 20:28-30.  Having enmity against 

God's laws, and seeking a personal following for monetary gain, 

they attempted to change the year of Jesus' birth, the year of 

His death, the day of His crucifixion, and the day of His 

resurrection. Sunday was already established as a pagan day of 

worship, so it was a convenient day in which to transfer 

"Christian" worship.  Those who resisted the almost wholesale 

departure from revealed truth in the first and second centuries 

adhered to the Sabbath and a Nisan 14 Passover.  The real 

heretics, who soon became the majority, observed Sunday and 

Easter.  Not until the Council of Nicaea in 325 A.D. did the 

Easter-Sunday supporters gain complete victory in the Roman 

Empire.  True Christians were forced to flee! 



 Instead of the Passover, which always falls on Nisan 14 (on 

either the second, fourth, sixth or seventh days of the week), 

heretics began to observe the "Christian" Passover on the 

following Sunday, the first day of the week.  Since the Roman 

world used the Julian calendar, how would Easter be calculated? 

 The answer is that the "Jewish" calendar would be totally 

rejected in favor of the Roman calendar.  The dominant Gentile 

influence felt that the church should have an ecclesiastical year 

independent and separate from Judaism.  Easter was fixed at 

Nicaea (325 A.D.) as the first Sunday after the full moon which 

occurs on or next after the spring equinox (March 21).  The 

"equinox theory" began in the false church!  If the full moon 

occurs on a Sunday, Easter is postponed until the following 

Sunday, thus preventing the possibility of Easter coinciding with 

Nisan 15, the First Holy Day of Unleavened Bread. The Eastern 

Orthodox Church still follows this practice.  The Roman Catholic 

(Western) Church ignores the full moon (Passover) factor 

entirely, making the western church's Easter sometimes before 

Passover week, sometimes after it, and sometimes in it. 

 In reality, "Easter" is a counterfeit Wavesheaf Sunday.  

For the first so-called Easter was on a Sunday, the day Christ 

ascended to heaven to be accepted by the Father John 20:1, 17.  

It was NOT the day of Christ's resurrection.  The calculation of 

Easter appears to be very similar to the computation of Passover 

and Wavesheaf Sunday.  Actually, it is not the same.  The rules 

of computing Easter totally disregard God's calendar with its 

intercalary months.  Thus, Easter is sometimes one month earlier 

than Wavesheaf Sunday.  Easter does not always fall on the true 

Wavesheaf Sunday in about one out of every five years, according 

to the Western, or Roman Catholic, computation. 

 The acceptance of Easter negates the calendar God 

instituted, with the Sabbaths, Holy Days, and New Moons.  Its 

institution in the Catholic Church had this as its purpose.  

Church councils of Nicaea and Laodicea in the fourth century A.D. 

expressly stated that they wanted nothing in common with the 

"despicable" Jews.  God's people, however, do want to be "Jews," 

John 4:22.  True Christianity IS a "Jewish" religion.  Anti-

Jewish sentiment had much to do with the abandonment of the 

Sabbath, Passover and the Hebrew calendar.  This sentiment 

continues in many who reject the Hebrew Calendar. 

 Polycarp "was not only instructed by the apostles, and 

conversed with many who had seen Christ, but was also, by 

apostles in Asia, appointed Bishop of the Church of Smyrna."  He 

came to Rome around 154 A.D., attempting to convince Anicetus the 

Bishop of Rome that the Passover should be observed on the 

fourteenth, not on the following Sunday, since he had received 

this truth from the apostles.  Anicetus argued for Easter 

observance. "For neither could Anicetus persuade Polycarp not to 

observe it [the Passover] because he had always observed it with 

John the disciple of our Lord, and the rest of the apostles, with 

whom he associated," (quotes are from Eusebius' Ecclesiastical 



History, Book V, Chapter 24, and Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, 

Volume I). 

 Some 35 years later, the Passover-Easter controversy again 

broke out.  Victor, Bishop of Rome, attempted to excommunicate 

churches of Asia for observing the Passover.  Polycrates, 

successor of Polycarp at Smyrna, answered in defense of the 

truth, "As for us, then, we scrupulously observe the exact day, 

neither adding nor taking away.  For in Asia great luminaries 

have gone to their rest, who shall rise again in the day of the 

coming of the Lord . . . I speak of Philip, one of the twelve 

apostles . . . John, moreover who reclined on the Lord's bosom . 

. . then there is Polycarp . . . these all kept the Passover on 

the fourteenth day of the month, in accordance with the gospel, 

without ever deviating from it, but keeping to the rule of faith" 

(Ante-Nicene Fathers, Volume III, Pages 773-774). 

 Christians of the first and second centuries observed God's 

calendar with the Passover and Holy Days.  The Western World has 

two calendars, Roman and Hebrew.  Which one will you observe? 

 

The Code of Maimonides 

 

 The Code of Maimonides, Book Three  Treatise  Eight, 

"Sanctification of the New Moon," translated by Solomon Gandz. 

Edited by J. Obermann and O. Neugebauer.  Yale Judaica Series. 

New Haven, Yale University Press, 1956. 

 In his preface to Maimonides' work, Julian Obermann says 

that Moses ben Maimon, known to history as Maimonides, wrote this 

treatise from 1173-1178 A.D., drawing from an Arabic authority, 

al-Battani.  The most direct source of Maimonides 

"Sanctification" was the work of Abraham ben Hiyyah, known as 

Savasorda of Barcelona (b. 1065) who wrote Sefer ha-ibbur 

(Science of the Fixed Calendar), which work is available today, 

edited by H. Filipowski, London 1851.  The calendric works of 

Saadia (d. 942) and two other scholars of Cordoba were quoted by 

Savasorda but these books have not been preserved. 

 The calendric controversy between Rabbanites and Karaites 

came to a head in the last part of the 8th Century A.D.  The 

Karaites asserted that the appearance of the new crescent alone 

determined the beginning of the months, and that this had been 

Israel's practice at all times. 

 Saadia Gaon went to the opposite extreme in refuting this, 

saying that the fixed calendar, computation of molad and tekufah 

is a Mosaic-Sinaitic law that had been followed at all ages of 

the past, while observation of the new crescent was merely a 

passing episode introduced by the Sadducees to show the 

correctness of calendric calculation.  Maimonides shows that in 

the Mishnah, or Oral Law, visual observation of the new crescent 

and its computation by true astronomical values were prescribed 

to supplement each other in the regulation of the calendar during 

the period of the Sanhedrin.  Moses and Aaron were shown by God 

at Sinai the crescent of Nisan, Exodus 12:1-2, and the rules of 



calculation.  Thus, the calculation rules were based upon what 

would be visible. 

 Here are several interesting quotations from Maimonides' 

work: 

 Chapter 1, Paragraph 5: "The authority over the observation 

of the new crescent (and the subsequent proclamation of New Moon 

Day) was given not to everyone -- as is the case with the Sabbath 

day . . . which everyone counts 6 days and rests on the seventh 

day -- but only to the court [the Sanhedrin].  The day sanctified 

and proclaimed by the court as the beginning of the month was New 

Moon Day.  For it is said: This month shall be unto you (Exodus 

12:2), that is to say, accepting or rejecting evidence concerning 

this matter is put into your hands." 

 Paragraph 6: " . . . the Jewish court, too, used to study 

and investigate and perform mathematical operations, in order to 

find out whether or not it would be possible for the new crescent 

to be visible in its 'proper time,' which is the night of the 

30th day.  If the members of the court found that the new moon 

might be visible, they were obliged to be in attendance at the 

court house for the whole 30th day and be on the watch for the 

arrival of witnesses.  If witnesses did arrive, they were duly 

examined and tested, and if their testimony appeared trustworthy, 

this day was sanctified as New Moon Day.  If the new crescent did 

not appear and no witnesses arrived, this day was counted as the 

30th day of the old month . . . .  If, however, the members of 

the court found by calculation that the new moon could not 

possibly be seen, they were not obliged to be in attendance on 

the 30th day or to wait for the arrival of witnesses.  If 

witnesses nonetheless did appear and testified that they had seen 

the new crescent, it was certain that they were false witnesses, 

or that a phenomenon resembling the new moon had been seen by 

them through the clouds, while in reality it was not the new 

crescent at all." 

 Paragraph 7: "Scripture made it incumbent upon the court to 

discover by calculation whether or not the new moon might be 

visible, to examine the witnesses, and then to sanctify the new 

moon and to send out messengers to inform the whole community 

which day was to be New Moon Day, so that the people would know 

on which days the holidays would fall (Lev. 23:37, Ex. 13:10)." 

 Paragraph 8: "Only in Palestine was it permitted to compute 

and proclaim new moon days . . . ." 

 Chapter 2, Paragraph 8: " . . . it was not the observation 

of the new moon  but  the official pronouncement of the Mekuddas 

(sanctification) formula by the court which legally initiated the 

new month." 

 Chapter 2, Paragraph 10: " . . . for the authority over 

this matter had been given to them [the judges] only.  He who has 

commanded us to observe the festivals has also commanded us to 

follow them, for it is written: which ye shall proclaim 

(Leviticus 23:37)." 

 Chapter 5, Paragraph 2: "It is thus a Mosaic tradition from 

Sinai that in times  when there was a (Palestinian) Synedrium 



[Sanhedrin], declaration of New Moon Days was based on visual 

observation [confirmed by court calculation as previously shown], 

while in times when no Synedrium existed, this declaration was 

based on calculations such as we are using today and no attention 

was paid to observation of the new crescent.  Rather, the day 

established by calculation might well coincide with the day in 

which the new moon became visible, but it might sometimes be the 

day before it or the day after it." 

 Chapter 18, Paragraph 7: " . . . the court followed a 

tradition transmitted by the Sages from one generation to another 

on the authority of Moses . . . on the basis of calculation . . . 

." 

 

Karaite Objections to Calculation 

 

 An excellent book which covers the calendar controversy is 

Karaites in Byzantium, The Formative Years, 970-1100, by Zvi 

Ankori. AMS Press: New York, 1968. 

 Karaites are a tiny Jewish sect which may even survive to 

the present day. Webster's Unabridged Dictionary defines them as 

a sect originating in Baghdad in the 8th Century, that rejects 

rabbinism and talmudism and bases its tenets on interpretations 

of the Scriptures.  The name Karaite comes from the Hebrew kara, 

"to read." 

 Karaites flourished during the Byzantine Empire, 970-1100 

A.D. Anan ben David led the Karaite anti-Rabbanite rebellion.  

His "Book of Precepts" is a "Talmud of his own."  His widely 

heralded fundamentalism and exclusive reliance on the written 

Letter of the Law is largely a misnomer.  He read into the Bible 

the customs and practices he already observed.  The Dead Sea 

Scrolls people, the Essenes, seem to have a close affinity with 

later Karaites. 

 Karaites refused to light Sabbath candles Friday night, 

saying it was a violation of Exodus 20:10.  Contrast  the  

cheerful illumination in Rabbanite Jewish homes with the gloomy 

darkness in Karaite houses.  Because the Jews had been exiled 

from Palestine, Karaites rejected the Jewish (and Biblical) 

concept of oneg shabbat (Sabbath delight). 

 Karaites consistently pressed for the actual observation of 

the New Moon and for up-to-date reports of the state of new crops 

(abib) in Palestine as the only admissible evidence for 

determining Rosh-Hodesh (New Moon) and the leap-year, 

respectively.  Accordingly, they often celebrated the festivals 

on dates other than their Rabbanite neighbors, who had a pre-

calculated calendar. 

 Late 11th Century Rabbanite leader Tobias ben Eliezer 

refuted the Karaites' demand for lunar observation by stating 

that because the Jews were scattered, they based themselves on 

the rules of the intercalation formula the way it was calculated 

from Adam to Noah, Noah to Shem, and Shem to Jacob, Jacob to 

Kehath, and Kehath to Amram the father of Moses.  Ben Eliezer 

said that this method of calculation had been transmitted to the 



Sages of Israel of his day so that they may sanctify the month 

accordingly.  Even though "Jewry is scattered in lands where the 

moon is not seen in the way it was seen in the Land of Israel, 

yet the Torah had stated, 'Ye shall have one law' (Numbers 

15:29), and not a variety of observances." 

 A third point of contention between Karaite and Rabbanite 

Jews was the interpretation of Leviticus 23:15, "the morrow after 

the Sabbath."  Karaites said that seven weeks had to be counted 

for Pentecost, and they kept the Festival of Weeks on a Sunday.  

On the other hand, the Rabbanites held to a fixed date, Sivan 6, 

for Pentecost (Feast of Weeks).  The Karaites' reasoning was 

similar to the old Sadducees, and also that of Byzantine Greek 

Orthodox Catholics. 

 Other unique beliefs of the Karaites were: (1) they 

demanded even their children fast on the Day of Atonement, (2) 

ordered their months from Nisan rather than Tishri, (3) 

distinguished between Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread, 

(4) called Tishri 1 the "Feast of Trumpets" rather than Rosh ha-

Shannah, (5) did not observe Hanukkah since it was post-Biblical, 

(6) observed the Jubilee Year, (7) called calendar calculations 

the same as witchcraft, (8) thought the lulab and ethrog 

materials were to build the sukkah rather than to wave, (9) 

allowed the eating of fowl meat with milk. 

 In spite of other differences, the main point of contention 

between the Karaites and Rabbanites was conflict over the 

calendar. 

 "The history of any [Jewish] religious sect . . . is to a 

great extent a history of its calendar deviations.  For such 

deviations have always been the most outstanding symptoms of the 

sect's break with its normative environment or with the general 

body to which its members adhered originally.  Of course, 

differences of calendar are hardly the reason for secession; 

rather they seal the separatist trend and constitute the group's 

final declaration of self determination and independence . . . .  

[calendar controversies]  became active ingredients in the ever 

more pronounced process of estrangement of the two factions, and 

widen almost irreparably the social rift between the opposing 

camps (page 293)." 

 Karaites were so much in favor of an observable calendar 

that they would not marry another Jew without having in the 

marriage contract the freedom to observe their Holy Days. 

 Although few today have heard of Karaites, their position 

has a following today by some Messianic believing Holy Day 

keepers.  Relating the arguments from 1000 A.D. sounds much like 

the calendar arguments we are hearing in our day. 

 The Rabbanites followed the molad [the pre-calculated birth 

of the New Moon] and they did not search for the abib [ripened 

barley] near the vernal (spring) equinox.  Babylonian Karaites 

did not search for the abib, but followed the computation of the 

vernal equinox alone, and stipulated certain conditions different 

than the Rabbanites.  The Palestinian-oriented Karaites observed 

the abib alone and did not investigate the position of the sun 



(equinox).  Karaites  in the Byzantium empire followed the 

Palestinian reckoning for several hundred years (pages 303-304). 

 Byzantine Karaites felt they needed written confirmation 

from Jerusalem as to the status of the barley each spring.  They 

had misgivings as to the correctness of their calendar ideas and 

thus the Rabbanites would taunt the Karaites for their confusion.  

Karaites would follow the Rabbanite way of calculation, unless 

changed by a report from Jerusalem.  Sometimes the barley ripened 

early and the Karaites' Nisan would equal the Rabbanites Adar 

(12th month).  More frequently, the barley ripened later, so the 

Karaite's Nisan was equal to the Rabbanite's Iyar (2nd month), 

resulting in Karaite Holy Days being a month later. 

 Karaites and Rabbanites lived in close proximity.  Because 

their Holy Days often differed, feuds developed.  At one time, 

Karaites filed  government  charges  against the Rabbanite 

factions, resulting in a heavy tax on the Rabbanites. Tensions 

became so bad that a wall may have been constructed in 

Constantinople between the Karaite and Rabbanite communities. 

 In 1099, the Crusaders destroyed the Karaite center in 

Jerusalem.  It became more difficult to obtain information on the 

state of the crops there.  Eventually in the 13th Century, the 

Karaites in Byzantium abandoned the attempt to observe the abib 

and gave in to the Rabbanite precalculated 19-year cycle of 

intercalation.  Those around Palestine continued to observe the 

barley. 

 Another major issue was lunar observation to determine the 

first day of each month.  As the Byzantine Karaites gave in to 

the Rabbinate method of intercalation, lunar observation became 

the leading factor for continuing divisiveness between the two 

groups.  Passover and Trumpets were often observed one day 

differently. 

 Rabbanites argued that the precalculated postponement rules 

have always been binding since the time of Adam.  Leviticus 23:2 

does not say we are to individually observe the seasons, but they 

are proclaimed, sanctified by court decision (kiddush beth din).  

The second reason given by the Rabbanites was the issue of unity.  

Without an official standard, confusing factions would divide 

God's people. 

 Rabbanites would tease the Karaites: "What about observing 

the moon when the sky is cloudy?"  There was confusion in the 

Karaite community because equally "pious" and "reliable" 

observers in different localities saw the new moon on different 

days, this made them "the laughingstock of the whole Jewish 

community."  This confusion "was helplessly admitted by the 

Karaite scholars themselves," (page 352). 

 Besides division among themselves, Karaites fought against 

two other Jewish minority sects: the Tiflisites of Armenia and 

the Mishaivites.  Tiflisites kept Pentecost on a Sunday, but used 

a different calendar than the Karaites.  The Mishaivites also 

differed with the Karaites and Rabbanites over the calendar. 

Their calendar was strictly a solar one of 364 days.  It ensured 

that yearly fasts and feasts fell on fixed days in the week, 



rather than on fixed days of the month, the way lunar a lunar 

calendar would have it.  Their Day of Atonement always fell on a 

Sabbath, Passover on a Thursday, Pentecost on a Sunday seven 

weeks after the first Sunday after Passover.  Mishaivites 

rejected the Karaite and Samaritan custom of beginning the 

Pentecost count on the Sunday within Passover week, and insisted 

it must start on the Sunday after Passover week, the position 

advocated by Apocryphal Book of Jubilees and the Qumran sect. 

Mishaivites also began their days in the morning rather than in 

the evening. 

 The purpose of giving the above historical tidbits is to 

show that calendar controversy has long been an issue among those 

striving to observe the Holy Days and New Moons of the Bible.  

True to human nature, "there is nothing new under the sun."  

Arguments by modern day "Karaites" and other sects closely 

parallel their historical counterparts whether they are aware of 

their predessors or not.  As Zvi Ankori states, calendar 

differences were "crucial in the sect-forming process of all  

times:  calendar independence heralded a sect's self- 

determination and final separation from the Mother Institution," 

(page 377).  This is as true today as it was in 1000 A.D. 

 

Modern Karaites 

 

 A number of Sabbath-keeping Churches of God observe the 

annual Biblical Holy Days.  Among them,  there is a considerable 

disagreement as to when these days occur.  Which calendar should 

be used to determine the annual Bible Holy Days? The Hebrew 

Calendar, or other calendars?  Does the Bible specify when to 

observe the Holy Days?  Is there a Bible Calendar?  Does it make 

a difference which calendar we use, as long as we are "sincere"? 

 Some groups follow the Hebrew (Jewish) calendar: Worldwide 

Church of God, Church of God International, Church of God the 

Eternal, Mt. Zion Reporter (Messianic Jews), Biblical Church of 

God (with reservations), etc. 

 Other groups have other ideas of when the Holy Days are to 

be observed.  These are some of the "modern Karaites": Seventh 

Day Church of God (Caldwell, Idaho), Church of God of Cleveland 

Ohio (Carl O'Beirn), Truth Fellowship of Clifton Park New Jersey 

(David L. Bierer), Assembly of Yahweh of Bethel Pennsylvania, 

Yahweh's Assembly in Messiah of Rocheport Missouri, etc. 

 Even those churches who only observe the Passover (Lord's 

Supper) and not the annual Holy Days, are divided: the Church of 

God, Seventh Day of Denver Colorado follows the Hebrew Calendar, 

while the Church of God Seventh Day of Salem West Virginia 

follows the equinoxes. 

 What a babylon of confusion!  Who is correct? 

 

The Equinox Theory 

 

 The diminutive Church of God Seventh Day (Salem, West 

Virginia) makes the calendar a major issue of difference between 



them and the much larger Church of God Seventh Day (Denver, 

Colorado).  Here is their position: 

 

We use God's time-pieces, the same ones that have been used by 

men and women of God at any age since man was created . . . .  

the sun, moon, and stars . . . .  When the sun is directly over 

the equator, day and night are equal. This is called the equinox 

and the sun crosses the equator in the Spring and Fall of every 

year.  Each new moon begins a month.  The first month of the year 

then begins with the new moon nearest the Spring equinox (Ex. 

12:2, Ps. 81:3,4;  Isa. 1:13) . . . .  There  is no human 

calendar made that can equal God's way to tell time (Advocate of 

Truth, February 1971). 

 

 Notice!  The above "proof" scriptures do not mention the 

equinox!  In applying the equinox theory, the Salem, West 

Virginia group stated that in 1971, the new moon nearest the true 

equinox was on March 26, 2:24 p.m., and became visible the 

following night at 12:47 a.m., therefore March 28 was the first 

day of the new year for 1971.  Again, scriptural proof is absent 

for this position.  Their position is merely a "human calendar" 

based upon the unprovable "equinox theory." 

 Another group, the Church of God Evangelistic Association 

of Missouri, has a different version of the "equinox theory."  

For them, the first month is determined by the first visible new 

moon AFTER the spring equinox.  Their April 10, 1983 tract, 

"Reason to Question" tries to reason how Moses could have 

determined when to observe the equinox and the first new moon.  

They don't answer the question, stating that "It is extremely 

unlikely that without modern day understanding of astronomy, he 

could have been certain within a day or two."  If Moses would 

have had a hard time determining the first new moon by 

observation, how can modern day people have an easier time to do 

it without calculation?  This group fails miserably to prove 

their point. 

 

Does It Make a Difference? 

 

 At this point, some will say that it doesn't make any 

difference which day we observe.  The Eternal looks at the heart 

and attitude, some will say, not the physical details of the 

letter. 

 But wait a minute!  Sabbath keepers' reason for existence 

is that the day kept does make a difference.  Many people 

sincerely keep Sunday as the "sabbath." Yet we believe they are 

sincerely wrong, Matthew 15:9.  The same must be true of the 

annual Passover memorial and the Holy Days. 

 Look at Passover.  This day is so important that the Law 

even specifies that the service may be kept one month later when 

unavoidable circumstances prevent one from keeping it on the 14th 

day of the first month, Numbers 9:1-14.  No, this does not 

justify  keeping two different Passovers.  It is the same 



Passover, one Passover, a service so important that it cannot be 

missed.  Everyone must keep it, once a year, not twice or three 

times.  The annual Passover is as important as eternal life, John 

6:53-54. 

 Carlo Rasmussen, in a 1978 Advocate of Truth, illustrated 

this: 

 

The two important dates for God's people to remember;  the Lord's 

Supper date and the Seventh Day Sabbath, have been so cunningly 

and strongly bombarded by the Devil's wiles that many are lured . 

. . [into] thinking that it really makes no difference . . . .  

Concerning the Lord's Supper date, there has been only one true 

date for that memorial. God has set aside the day that He chose 

and has not changed, or altered it in any way.  The Lord has set 

this date . . . by His time-piece in the heaven, the sun, moon 

and the stars . . . .  Men under [Satan's] influence have tried 

continually to cause a change in this date by various attempts . 

. . or rationalize that they may have more than one date during 

the year. 

 

 There are many, many alternatives to the sincere believer 

in choosing the correct time-piece.  Which is right? 

 

Josephus and the Sign of Aries 

 

 One of the "Holy Day keeping" groups that does not follow 

the Hebrew Calendar is the Seventh Day Church of God of Caldwell 

Idaho.  They publish a 13-page booklet entitled "Ecclesiastical 

Calendar." 

 A key point of the Caldwell group is that "Passover cannot 

occur earlier than March 20, nor later than April 18.  Passover 

will always fall in the sign of Aries [one of the twelve signs of 

the Zodiac] according to the Jewish historian Flavius Josephus."  

The statement of Josephus is found in his Antiquities of the 

Jews, Book III, Chapter X, section 5: 

 

In the month of Xanthicus, which is by us called Nisan, and is 

the beginning of our year, on the fourteenth day of the lunar 

month, when the sun is in Aries (for in this month it was that we 

were delivered from bondage under the Egyptians,) . . . [is] the 

Passover . . . . 

 

 "Aries" is the constellation known as the Ram, the first of 

the twelve signs of the pagan zodiac, an imaginary belt in the 

heavens that encompasses the apparent paths of all the principal 

planets except Uranus, Neptune and Pluto.  The zodiac is divided 

into twelve constellations, or signs, for astrological purposes.  

Aries is today held to be the in the March to April period.  Can 

Aries, a heathen zodiacal sign, be used to determine the 

Creator's sacred appointments? 

 The booklet, "Horoscopes and the Christian" shows that the 

pagan Zodiac signs were based upon Ptolemy's inaccurate 



astronomical knowledge.  Due to the inexact revolution of the 

earth, Spring arrives 20 minutes earlier each year.  This is the 

scientific phenomenon known as the "precession of the equinoxes."  

What astrologers call Aries today is in reality Pisces, the 

second sign of the Zodiac. 

 

On March 21 each year astrologers say that the sun is in Aries.  

In reality, the sun is not in the constellation Aries (though it 

was 2000 years ago) but is in the constellation Pisces. (page 

37). 

 

 Heathen signs of the Zodiac are not the basis for the 

Eternal's calendar. Remember that Josephus, a Jew, was writing 

for Gentile audiences.  During the time of Josephus, it was 

always true that Passover fell in the period of the sign of 

Aries.  Due to the slowing down of the earth's rotation, an 

adjustment to the Hebrew calendar had to be made in the 2nd 

Century, A.D.  Please see our article, "A New Look at Pentecost 

in Light of the Calendar Adjustment in the Second Century" in 

this series on Biblical Holy Days.  This adjustment was necessary 

in order to prevent Pentecost from occurring in the summer, out 

of season.  In some years, the first of Nisan or Abib occurs 

before the spring equinox.  As time moves on, this will not be 

the case.  At some date in the future, another calendar 

adjustment will be necessary. 

 The historical fact of the Hebrew calendar adjustment 

proves that the calendar is not tied to a zodiac sign.  Josephus 

was not stating a calendar law when he said that the sun was in 

Aries when the Passover sacrifice was slain.  It was an 

observation, based upon actual oral calendar laws, which later 

became codified to protect the calendar.  It was these same 

calendar laws which demanded the 2nd Century change in the 

intercalary cycle to prevent Pentecost from falling in the 

summer.  And these same laws are in the Hebrew calendar of today. 

 The so-called sign of Aries is an erroneous basis for 

calendar law. 

 

Sacred Name, Observable Calendar 

 

 One grouping of Sabbath-keepers has emerged today as the 

leading proponent of a visually observed calendar, supposedly 

apart from calculation: the "Sacred Name" believers.  Anti-Hebrew 

calendar sentiment is so prevalent among Yahwehists that the 

Sacred Name and observable calendar seem to go together. However, 

this is not universally the case.  Just as they disagree over the 

exact pronunciation of the Hebrew names (Yahweh, Yahvah, Yahovah, 

etc.), some Sacred Name believers keep their Holy Days by the 

Hebrew calendar. 

 Recently weakened by a split, Jacob O. Meyer's Assembly of 

Yahweh,  Bethel, Pennsylvania is still perhaps the largest 

Yahwehist group.  The following is a summary of the arguments for 

an observable calendar from his  article,  "What  Is the 



Authoritative Biblical Calendar for Yahweh's Assembly Today?" 

(February, 1982 Sacred Name Broadcaster magazine): 

 

We follow the Bible exclusively.  The Biblical calendar is based 

upon the visible new moons, viewing the first crescent of the new 

moon after sundown.  The calendar of Hillel II is not authentic 

and stems no earlier than the fourth century A.D.  It is man-made 

and assimilated many errors from the Babylonish calendar, as 

witnessed by the use of the names Nisan, Tammuz and Adar for the 

months. 

 

Deuteronomy 16:1 literally says "Watch for the new moon of green 

ears and keep the Passover unto Yahweh."  Abib means new or green 

ear month.  Not all Jews keep the Hillel calendar today, as 

witness the Karaites.  The Jews did not preserve the sacred 

calendar, God's Word did.  Because the Jews keep Passover on the 

15th of Abib, instead of the correct 14th, this proves that they 

did not preserve the correct traditions for keeping the Holy 

Days.  It is not burdensome to prepare food for a Holy Day two 

days in advance, e.g. preparing for Sabbath and (Sunday) 

Pentecost on the preceding Friday.  It is true (as the Worldwide 

Church of God says) that the astronomical new moon calculated for 

the U.S.A. is in general a day or two earlier than the appearance 

of the first faint crescent of the new moon in the west after 

sundown as observed from Jerusalem. 

 

The barley must have come to a head.  Every year,  the  

Assemblies of Yahweh inquires concerning the condition of the 

harvest in the Holy Land.  The spring Holy Days must be observed 

no earlier than  about  10  days following the spring equinox to 

keep them in harmony with the Israeli harvest season. 

 

 Is there a Bible Calendar? Meyer is adamant that the Bible 

says the first visible crescent determines the new moon (first of 

month).  But scriptural support for this idea is totally absent. 

 Deuteronomy 16:1 in the literal Hebrew (Interlinear Bible 

by Jay P. Green) says "Observe the month Abib and keep the 

Passover to Jehovah [YHVH] your God; for in the month Abib 

Jehovah your God brought you out of Egypt by night." 

 Another Sacred Name believer, Jacob Hawkins of Odessa, 

Texas clearly refutes Meyer's contention that this scripture 

tells us to observe the new moon for ourselves (article "The 

Jewish Calendar" in The Prophetic Watchman).  Meyer claims 

falsely that the word "observe" in Deuteronomy 16:1 means "watch 

for and see with the eye."  The Hebrew word is shamar, the same 

word used in Deuteronomy 5:12, "keep the Sabbath day to sanctify 

it," and verse 29, "keep all my commandments."  These and 

hundreds more uses of this word show that "observe" in 

Deuteronomy 16:1 does not mean "watch for and see with the eye 

the new moon of Abib," but to keep, celebrate, the Passover in 

the month Abib. Chodesh, the word translated month, can mean new 

moon or beginning of the month, and also one whole month from one 



new moon to the next new moon. The Eternal did not bring Israel 

out of Egypt on the night that the month became new.  On the 

contrary, it was a full moon. Passover is observed (kept) on the 

fourteenth day of the first chodesh, Leviticus 23:5. 

 Meyer claims to know Hebrew.  He claims there is a Bible 

calendar.  Yet he misinterprets Deuteronomy 16:1 and adamantly 

says that he follows the Bible calendar, without citing proof 

texts.  There are no such texts.  There is no "Bible calendar." 

 As Hawkins remarks, there are at least three or four sects 

that each claim to get their Calendar from the Bible.  "But the 

strange thing is," he says, "is none of these sects keep the 

Feast Days on the same days.  Somebody must have read the Bible 

wrong." 

 But there is a sure way.  Putting aside anti-Jewish bias, 

let us examine what the Jews record of their history. 

 

Jewish Encyclopedia (1904 edition), Article, "Calendar" 

 

 "The first appearance of the new moon determines the 

beginning of the month . . . .  It may, therefore happen that in 

different places the reappearance of the moon is noticed on 

different days.  In order to prevent possible confusion, to the 

central religious authority, the chief of the Sanhedrin, in 

conjunction with at least two colleagues, was entrusted with the 

determination of new moon day for the whole nation. 

 "Although the Jewish calendar was thus regulated by direct 

observation, the members of the court seem to have been in 

possession of a recognized system,  called 'Sod ha-Ibbur' [secret 

of the calendar intercalation] . . . which enabled them to test 

the accuracy of the evidence of the eye-witnesses . . . .  There 

were times of persecution when the president and the Sanhedrin 

could not exercise their authority; times of trouble and war when 

neither witnesses nor messengers could travel in safety.  On such 

occasions calculation had to be relied upon.  The substitution of 

calculation for observation became gradually permanent, helping 

to maintain the religious unity of the nation, and insuring the 

uniform celebration of the 'seasons of the Lord,' independently 

of the vicissitudes of the times as well as of the distance of 

Jewish settlements from Palestine.  A permanent calendar, still 

in force, was introduced by Hillel II, nasi of the Sanhedrin 

about 360." 

 Note: here are the Messiah's comments about the validity of 

the Jewish Sanhedrin: "The scribes and Pharisees sit in Moses' 

seat: All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe 

and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do 

not," Matthew 23:2-3. 

 

Encyclopedia Judaica, 

Article "Calendar" 

 

 "According to a tradition quoted in the name of Hai Gaon 

(d. 1038),  the present Jewish calendar was introduced by the 



patriarch Hillel II [in 358/359 A.D.] . . . .  This possibly only 

refers to the present fixed order of the seven leap years in the 

19-year cycle, whose introduction would have had to be more 

suitable at that time than earlier to achieve the main raison 

d'etre of intercalation -- to prevent the lunar Nisan 16 from 

occurring before the day of the tekufah [equinox] in the crucial 

16th year of the 19-year cycle -- on the presupposition that the 

tekufah of Nisan stands for the true, not the mean, vernal 

equinox . . . .  While it is not unreasonable to attribute to 

Hillel II the fixing of the regular order of intercalations, his 

full share in the present fixed calendar is doubtful [because 

there are early indications of intercalation, even from Scripture 

in Ezekiel 1:1, 8:1]. 

 " . . . the Jews 'secret of the calendar intercalation' 

[sod ha-ibbur] [was] jealously guarded by its experts from 

outsiders, both Jewish and gentile." 

 

Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, Article "Calendar" 

 

 "Comparatively little is known about the calendar of the 

early Israelites from the time of the patriarchs to the end of 

the period of the First Temple . . . .  It is possible that an 

extra month was inserted (intercalated) every two or three years, 

as is done in the present Jewish calendar; in fact, Jewish 

tradition asserts that King Hezekiah (end of 8th century B.C.E.) 

made just such an intercalation . . . . 

 "Up to the middle of the 4th century C.E., the Palestinian 

patriarchate retained the prerogative of determining the 

calendar, and guarded the secrets of its calculation against the 

attempts of the rapidly advancing communities in Babylonia to 

have a voice in its determination.  It was not until after 

[false] Christianity had become dominant in the Roman Empire 

[under Constantine],  and the Christian rulers forbade the Jewish 

religious leadership to proclaim leap years or to communicate 

with the Jews outside the empire, that it was determined to 

abandon the method of official proclamation of months and years 

and to fix the calendar in permanent form.  The patriarch Hillel 

II, in 359, decided to publish the rules for the calculation of 

the calendar, so that all Jews everywhere might be able to 

determine for themselves and to observe the festivals on the same 

day.  From that time on the Jewish calendar has been stabilized." 

 

The Comprehensive Hebrew Calendar by Arthur Spier 

 

 "This method of observation and intercalation [by the 

Sanhedrin] was in use throughout the period of the second temple 

(516 B.C.E. -- 70 C.E.), and about three centuries after its 

destruction, as long as there was an independent Sanhedrin.  In 

the fourth century, however, when oppression and persecution 

threatened the continued existence of the Sanhedrin, the 

patriarch Hillel II took an extraordinary step to preserve the 

unity of Israel.  In order to prevent the Jews scattered all over 



the surface of the earth from celebrating their New Moons, 

festivals and holidays at different times,  he made public the 

system  of  calendar calculation which up to then had been a 

closely guarded secret.  It had been used in the past only to 

check the observations and testimonies of witnesses, and to 

determine the beginnings of the spring season. 

 "In accordance with this system, Hillel II formally 

sanctified all months in advance, and intercalated all future 

leap years until such time as a new, recognized Sanhedrin would 

be established in Israel.  This is the permanent calendar 

according to which the New Moons and Festivals are calculated  

and celebrated today by the Jews all over the world." 

 

Did Hillel II Invent the 

Calculated Calendar? 

 

 Based upon the historical record, it would be an absurd 

assertion to say that Hillel II invented the calculated calendar.  

A fourth century calendar invention, coming during a time of 

persecution of Jews, would have been the last thing Jews would 

have accepted.  The Sabbath and Holy Days were the glue that kept 

Jewish faith alive through the dark ages, even through the 20th 

Century Nazi persecutions.  On the contrary, it was Hillel II's 

publication of calendar rules kept secret for centuries that 

preserved the Hebrew calendar, and the Jewish faith, up until our 

day. 

 

The Solar Calendar and 

Jeroboam's Calendar 

 

 Have you ever heard of a "solar" calendar?  Modern day 

advocates of this calendar totally ignore moon phases.  The 

Encyclopedia Judaica, article "Calendar" reminds us of the fact 

that rebel King Jeroboam of the 10-tribed northern Israel 

counterfeited God's true calendar, as recorded in I Kings 12:32-

33.  The Samaritans seem to have followed the Northern Israel 

calendar.  The Dead Sea Qumran sect appears to have had a 364-day 

solar calendar.  Also, the apocryphal Book of Jubilees stresses 

that there are exactly 52 (4 x 13) weeks, or 364 days in a year 

and condemns vehemently those who observe a lunar calendar with 

festival dates different than theirs. 

 The "calendar God gave to Moses" was lunar AND solar. 

 

Proof of A Lunar-Solar Calendar 

 

 There is proof, directly from the Bible, for a lunar-solar 

calendar, and that from time to time there must be 13 lunar 

months in a year. 

 A lunar-solar calendar requires the month to be complete 

days and the year to be complete months.  I Kings 4:7 and I 

Chronicles 27:1-15 show that normally, a year has twelve months. 



 A passage in the Book of Ezekiel seems to show a Bible 

example of a 13-month year, and that the Hebrew calendar is NOT 

solar. 

 Ezekiel dates his first vision as the 5th year of King 

Jehoichin's captivity, the fourth month, and the fifth day, 

Ezekiel 1:1-2.  Then Ezekiel was commanded to go to the Israelite 

captives and speak the Eternal's words to them, Ezekiel 3:4.  He 

sat down before them speechless for seven days, verses 15-16.  In 

chapter four, the Eternal commanded Ezekiel to act out several 

prophecies.  In one, he was to lie on his left side 390 days for 

the iniquity of Northern Israel.  In another, Ezekiel was to lie 

on his right side 40 days for the sin of Judah.  Each day 

represented a year of punishment.  After further prophecies, 

Ezekiel dates the time in Ezekiel 8:1 as the sixth year, sixth 

month, fifth day of the month, or an elapsed period of one year 

and two months from chapter 1. At least 7 + 390 + 40 = 437 days, 

plus travel time, had to have elapsed between chapters one and 

eight. 

 If Israel were keeping a solar calendar of 364-365 days, a 

year and two months could not have elapsed (365 + 60 = only 425 

days).  If there were 14 lunar months averaging 29.5 days, this 

would only come to 413 days!  But if there were a 13th month 

during this year, the total would come to 443 days, enough to 

allow for 437 days plus a few for travel time and additional 

prophesying. 

 In this one passage, a Hebrew solar calendar is disproved, 

and evidence is shown that some years were 13 months long. 

 

Who Invented the 19-Year 

Time Cycle? 

 

 Some claim that a Greek named Meton invented the 19-year 

time cycle, and Hillel II merely copied this from the Greeks.  

Not so!  The earth, moon and sun actually do align every nineteen 

years.  The 19-year cycle is written in the Heavens and did not 

originate with the idea of a Greek scientist. 

 Every nineteen years the Holy Days are the same as the 

Roman calendar date, or plus or minus 1 day (the Roman calendar 

has to be adjusted every four years with an added leap year day, 

February 29).  Here is a comparison between 1967 and 1986, which 

are 19 years apart: 

 

 

     1967    1986 

 

 Passover  Apr 24 (Monday)  Apr 23 (Wednesday) 

 

 Feast of U.B. Apr 25-May 1  Apr 24-30 

 

 Pentecost  June 19   June 16 

 

 Trumpets  Oct 5    Oct 4 



 

 Atonement  Oct 14   Oct 13 

 

 Tabernacles  Oct 19-26   Oct 18-25 

 

 

 Because Pentecost is calculated from the Sabbath during the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread, and Passover fell on different days of 

the week in 1967 and 1986 the date Pentecost is of more than plus 

or minus one day. Every 19th year from 1966-2000 that I have 

checked falls out with the holy days (other than Pentecost) on 

the same Roman calendar day, plus or minus one day. 

 Here are our answers to some questions on the calendar:  

 

Question on the Calendar Adjustment 

 

 "Would you happen to have any literature on the Jewish 

Calendar and the changes made in the 4th Century?  Does the new 

month begin with the new moon, or the visible tiny crescent?  

It's hard for me to have confidence in the Jewish Calendar (with 

its changes) for the determination of Yahweh's Holy Days." 

D. W., Ohio 

 COMMENT: To our knowledge, there were no "changes" in the 

Hebrew (it is not "Jewish") Calendar in the fourth century.  A 

Church of God minister in St. Louis, Missouri has said, falsely, 

that "The modern Jewish calendar was not constructed until after 

300 A.D."  However, the Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, article 

"New Moon," contradicts his statement: "It was not until the 

middle of the 4th cent. B.C.E. [before the Christian era] that 

the astronomical calculation of the new moon, which had, for 

along time, and up to that period, been guarded as the secret 

knowledge of the dynasty of the Patriarchs [Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob] in Palestine, was made public." 

 The 12th Century A.D. Jewish scholar, Moses ben Maimon, 

also known as Maimonides, states that the rules of calendar 

calculation were given to Moses at Sinai.  After Moses, authority 

for proclaiming the New Moon day was not given to everyone, but 

only the Council of Elders, the Court of the Sanhedrin, were 

responsible for proclaiming the New Moon.  "The court followed a 

tradition transmitted by the Sages from one generation to another 

on the authority of Moses . . . on the basis of calculation . . . 

."  See: The Code of Maimonides, Book Three Treatise Eight, 

"Sanctification of the New Moon."  Maimonides is regarded as a 

great Jewish scholar, second only to Ezra.  He clearly and 

authoritatively taught that the rules governing today's Hebrew 

calendar were the same rules given by the Creator to Moses and 

the Patriarchs, and that calculation has precedence over 

observation. 

 You and I do not have the authority to determine for 

ourselves when the month begins.  People living in cloudy 

climates such as western Oregon couldn't see the first visible 

crescent most of the time anyway.  Did the Almighty preserve His 



Sacred Calendar and other oracles through the Jews (Romans 3:2) 

or didn't He?  The Bible does not give calendar instructions.  

Either we look to the Jews or we look to history and human 

reason. 

 Late in the 2nd Century A.D., the Hebrew Calendar was 

adjusted, much like the Roman Julian calendar was adjusted by 

Pope Gregory several hundred years ago.  The Calendar did not 

change, because the rules governing the Calendar necessitated an 

adjustment.  And Calendar rules were not invented by Hillel II as 

some falsely claim. 

 Because there are so many false teachers today who are 

ignorantly or deliberately attacking the Sacred Hebrew Calendar, 

many sincere people have lost confidence in what they deride as 

the "Jewish" calendar.  Religious principles that one does not 

like are often referred to as "Jewish."  The pagan Emperor 

Constantine of the Roman Empire rejected the Sabbath, Holy Days 

and Sacred Calendar.  "Let us have nothing in common with the 

detestable Jews" was his view.  Did it ever occur to Constantine 

that Messiah and all the New Testament writers were  Jews  or 

Israelites? 

 And so it is today.  Many Sabbath-keepers reject the Holy 

Days, terming them "Jewish Feast Days."  Most Sacred Name groups 

reject the Hebrew Calendar, terming it "Jewish."  Yet believe it 

or not, Sacred Names groups say that the Jews preserved the 

proper cycle of Sabbatical Years!  This is another example of the 

"picking and choosing" approach to Truth. 

 Few really study an issue before drawing conclusions.  I'm 

sure there are many who have rejected the Hebrew Calendar who 

haven't heard of Maimonides, the Karaites, or the 2nd Century 

A.D. calendar adjustment. 

 One thing should be noted: there are many conflicting ideas 

about when the "visible" new moon occurs.  "Support" for 

conflicting positions must come from historians.  Someone once 

said that you can "prove" anything from history, and the myriad 

of diverse calendar beliefs certainly demonstrates this.  The 

Sacred Hebrew Calendar, given to the Patriarchs and Moses, has 

continued down through the ages.  Its rules make much sense, 

unlike the confusion of Babylon. 

 

Why Not Look to the Bible? 

 

 A reader of our literature wrote us, " . . . you state that 

'Maimonides is regarded as a great Jewish scholar . . . and that 

calculation has precedence over observation.'  Also, 'Either we 

look to the Jews or we look to history and human reason.'  Why 

not look to the Word of God!  God states that the lights -- sun 

AND moon -- (Genesis 1:14,  etc.) are to be for calculating time 

-- i.e. a calendar."J.G., Florida 

 " . . . most of us [Yahwehists] do use the heavenly 

calendar (Sun, moon and stars, Gen. 1:14) which makes Passover 

fall on the full moon on or after the days and nights are equal 



[spring equinox] . . . .  We do not trust the Jews as they are 

indoctrinated from Babylon."L.B., Indiana 

 B.R. of Oregon asked a number of technical questions 

relating to the Hebrew Calendar, as to the effect of the first 

month and the vernal equinox, and phases of the moon at that time 

of the year. 

 COMMENT: The spring equinox in A.D. 31 was on March 23.  

The first of Nisan or Abib is always the first new moon near the 

beginning of spring.  It is NOT correct to state that Abib 1 is 

the new moon closest to the spring equinox. Abib 1, according to 

the Hebrew Calendar, can fall either before or after the spring 

equinox. Abib 14 can be up to two days before the equinox.  The 

rule demanding Pentecost to be in the spring forces how late 

Passover may occur. 

 Some who study the sacred calendar attempt to express the 

calendar in a one rule sentence, such as "Abib 14 is the first 

full moon after the spring equinox." The Sacred Hebrew Calendar 

cannot be expressed in a single rule. Some Sabbath keepers use 

this man-devised "rule," and as a result observed "Passover" 

around the full moon of March 25, 1986, rather than the evening 

preceding April 23, 1986 as we did.  Others also observed March 

25, but for a different "rule."  These hold that Abib 1 is the 

new moon nearest the spring equinox.  Some hold that Passover 

must always be after the beginning of spring. Others hold that 

someone in Jerusalem must observe the barley, and when it is 

ripe, then the preceding new moon was the beginning of the year, 

Abib.  Still others hold that Abib 1 must always be after the 

vernal equinox.  Truly this is a Babylon of confusion.  All claim 

to follow the Bible yet there is a multitude of conflicting 

arguments from history and human reason. 

 We will gladly offer $1,000 to anyone who can show, using 

the Bible only, how to determine the proper days for the Sacred 

Calendar.  It is not there!  Either the Sacred Calendar has been 

preserved, or we have no basis for observing the Holy Days. 

 One of the few direct Bible statements is that the Holy 

Days are to be observed in their proper "seasons," Leviticus 

23:4, Genesis 1:14.  In attempting to be "righteous," some say 

that Passover can never occur before the spring equinox, that 

Passover must be in the spring.  Nothing in the Bible says this.  

Those who observed "Passover" in 1986 around March 25, when the 

correct date was Tuesday evening April 22, in the same year 

observed Trumpets, Atonement, and part of Tabernacles in the 

summer!  But "everyone" knows that these Holy Days are fall 

feasts, aren't they?  NO!  Actually, Trumpets and Atonement 

sometimes do occur in late summer!  The Hebrew word for "seasons" 

is moed, and it means "an appointed time."  The Eternal appoints 

the times for His Holy Days, not the vain imaginations of men. 

 In the spring of 31 A.D., the preceding year was 

intercalary, so Adar II (which always has 29 days), began on 

Wednesday, March 14, 31 A.D., and ended on Wednesday April 11.  

April 12 was a new moon near the beginning of spring. That is why 

we said in our article on God's Calendar that "The first of Nisan 



or Abib is always the first new moon near the beginning of 

spring."  The new moon of March 14 of 31 A.D. was nearer to the 

equinox than April 12.  However, there is no Hebrew Calendar rule 

stating that Abib 1 must be the new moon nearest the spring 

equinox. ALL the calendar rules must come into play.  There is no 

single rule to govern the calendar. 

 In 1986 I heard a Church of God minister say that the 

reason they were keeping Passover (Lord's Supper) around March 25 

and not April 23 was that they were "following the Bible" and not 

the Jews.  I am sure this man was sincere, but he is very wrong.  

There is no such Biblical law.  The very reason for the 

Quartodeciman Controversy in the early centuries of the Christian 

Church centered over the calendar.  Quartodecimans believed in 

carrying on the Jewish (Hebrew) traditions  and  calendar. 

Gentiles leading the apostate church decreed that their "Easter" 

should fall on the first Sunday after the first full moon after 

the vernal equinox, but always after Passover week.  Eastern 

Orthodox Catholics follow this rule.  The western,  Roman 

Catholics deleted the reference to Passover.  In 1986, the Roman 

Catholic Easter was on March 30, while Eastern Orthodox believers 

kept their Easter a month later.  In rejecting the Jews (Hebrew 

Calendar), some Sabbath keepers today are siding with Rome.  Most 

students of history know that the Eastern Orthodox Catholics are 

in some ways not as far removed from the truth as are Roman 

Catholics.  Bible believers do not reject ALL Jewish traditions.  

The Messiah did not.  Neither did Paul. 

 You have a choice.  Believe in a simple one line rule for 

the Calendar, as so many have done, by an interpretation of 

history.  Many others choose a simple rule different than yours. 

OR, you can accept the Hebrew Calendar with its handful of rules, 

based upon historical evidence, and the Bible indication that the 

Jews will preserve God's oracles, Romans 3:1-2.  Which will it 

be? 

 You don't have to make a phone call to Jerusalem to see if 

the barley is ripe, or pore over astronomical data on new moons 

and equinoxes, or continually research ancient writings of 

Pharisees and Karaites arguing over the calendar. 

 Knowing that the earth and moon are out of kilter from 

their original creation, and that the earth is slowing down, I 

can understand why there had to be rather complicated calendar 

rules.  This is not the way it was in the beginning, and until 

the Almighty restores all things at the return of the Messiah, it 

won't be again. 

 Not observing the Day of Atonement on a Friday or Sunday 

makes sense, as do the other calendar rules.  That is, IF you 

understand how to keep the Sabbath, and how to keep the "Sabbath 

of Sabbaths," the Day of Atonement.  Heavy food preparation and 

cleanup is not permitted on the Sabbath.  That is why Atonement 

can't fall on Friday or Sunday.  It is illogical on the one hand 

to accept the Masoretic text of the Old Testament, carefully 

preserved by the Jews, and on the other hand to reject the Hebrew 



Calendar, also carefully preserved since the days of Moses by the 

Jews. 

 The Bible tells us that the calendar is lunar and solar, 

but the Bible does not tell us how to figure the calendar.  Using 

the Bible ONLY, one cannot determine when to keep the Holy Days 

(or even the weekly Sabbath). 

 

"Jewish" Timekeeping: Both Exact and Inexact? 

 

 From the record of the Jews and secular history we can 

determine that the weekly cycle has not been lost or destroyed.  

So we are confident  that Saturday is the Sabbath.  Likewise we 

can determine that the Sacred Calendar and its calculations have 

been preserved since the days of Moses. 

 The "self-observable calendar" proponents claim that by 

individual observation, they can determine for themselves when 

the Holy Days occur.  So there are many,  many different 

observations and everyone does what is right in their own eyes.  

They deride the Jews for their unbiblical traditions, claiming to 

follow the Bible only.  Yet these anti-Hebrew calendar proponents 

themselves follow the non-Biblical traditions of a minority 

Jewish sect, the Karaites, who nearly a millennium ago rejected 

the Sacred Calendar calculation rules. 

 Observe this glaring contradiction of logic: 

 "Yahshua the Messiah knew exactly which day was the 

Sabbath.  Yahshua showed it to Israel in the wilderness by 

withholding the miracles of the manna on the Sabbath.  Even 

though our calendar has been changed . . . it was only the 

monthly date that was changed, not the sequence of days in the 

week. 

 "Jewish historians are very exact in their chronology.  The 

weekly cycle has never been broken.  The Jews never forgot or 

confused the proper Sabbath sequence through history.  Their 

calendar shows the same seventh day as ours." 

 Above quoted from The Sabbath, A Memorial and Promise by 

Assemblies of Yahweh in Messiah (now called Yahweh's Assembly in 

Messiah), pages 31-32. 

 All of the above is true!  However, this group believes the 

Hebrew calendar is mistaken as far as correct calendar days.  The 

Jews did carefully preserve the weekly cycle.  They did not 

sloppily foul up the new moons which determine Holy Day times. 

 

The Calendar Evolution Theory 

 

 We continually receive mail attempting to "straighten us 

out" on our "error" regarding the Sacred Calendar.  Once in a 

while we learn something new (to us). 

 We are often confronted with the nauseating "calendar 

evolution theory."  This false idea states that the Jews (correct 

term is Hebrews or Israelites) were ignorant savages not capable 

of calculating a precise calendar as did the Egyptians and 

Greeks.  Finally, some three to four hundred years after Christ, 



it is believed that the Jews had qualified astronomers.  Then 

Hillel II published a calculated calendar for the first time.  

The Jews' knowledge supposedly took more time to evolve than 

other more advanced peoples. 

 This idea is pure hogwash.  It borders on anti-Semitism.  

Historical research proves Abraham was a scientist.  The Bible 

states Solomon's scientific knowledge was immense, and that the 

men of Issachar had knowledge of the times. 

 One Sacred Name church leader (name withheld) sent us 

excerpts from James Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible in an 

attempt to "prove" that the Hebrew calendar is of very recent 

origins.  Hastings evolutionary beliefs are evident in his 

support of "higher criticism" teaching that the Torah was written 

by the "P" and "Y" writers.  At least Hastings was a little more 

honest than most who attempt to develop a "Bible Calendar."  He 

says, "The Bible offers insufficient data for confident 

generalizations regarding the methods employed at various periods 

for measuring and indicating the passage of time."  That is, 

Hastings correctly states that there is no Bible calendar.  

 The "calendar evolution theory" is a spurious attempt to 

belittle the civilization and culture of the children of Israel 

and is directly contrary to the Bible. 

 

Do We Reject the Hebrew Calendar? 

 

 Some say that we reject the Hebrew Calendar.  They say, 

"You don't keep Passover on Abib 15, but on the eve (beginning) 

of Abib 14. You don't keep the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) on 

Sivan 6 as the Jews do, but on a Monday 50 days after the Sabbath 

during the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Therefore, you reject the 

Hebrew Calendar and are inconsistent." 

 The Messiah kept His last Passover a day earlier than many 

Jews of His time.  So do we.  He did not reject the Hebrew 

Calendar.  Neither do we. Just because today's Jews observe 

several false Holy Days is no reason to follow them in error.  We 

use their calendar because it has been carefully preserved.  

Today's Jews are the majority of many centuries of debate over 

sacred times. 

 In the business world, we must observe, take note of, track 

time by, the Roman calendar.  That does not mean we are to keep 

false pagan Roman holidays such as Christmas, Easter, New Year's 

Day, Valentine's Day, etc.  We are forced to observe the Roman 

calendar, but in no way to we have any part with pagan Roman 

holidays! 

 The Hebrew Calendar is NOT the Holy Days.  The calendar 

lays out the months and days of the year.  The Bible does tell us 

when, according to this calendar, to keep the Holy Days (Trumpets 

is the first day of the seventh month, etc.). 

 

$1000 Offer Challenged 

 



 One man wrote us claiming to satisfy our $1000 offer for 

any scriptures that show us how to determine the Sacred Calendar.  

Through study he has rejected the Vernal Equinox Theory, and now 

goes "simply by the new moon during green ears."  Scriptures 

given are Exodus 12:2, 23:15, 34:18, Deuteronomy 16:1. 

 We made the offer honestly.  He made a sincere reply.  But 

these scriptures do not tell when this man's "holy" days will 

occur. 

 Exodus 12:2 states that "this month" (elsewhere proven to 

be Abib, which means "green ears") is the beginning of months.  

There is nothing here to tell us when Abib 1 occurs.  Are there 

other months that have green ears?  Green ears of what? Some 

think it is barley.  If so, green ears of barley where?  Even in 

Israel, barley ripens in Jericho sooner than in Jerusalem.  In 

eastern Washington State, they grow Luther's barley.  It ripens 

according to the growing season there. Maybe March, April or 

June.  In Alaska, barley ripens much later.  In Australia, barley 

ripens around September and October because seasons in the 

southern hemisphere are reversed from the north.  There are 

places on the earth where barley doesn't grow.  What do we do 

then?  Look at green ears of sagebrush? Is Passover therefore to 

be observed locally depending upon barley or some other plant in 

your area?  Remember, it wasn't until the Twentieth Century that 

we have been able to communicate instantly with Jerusalem from 

around the world. 

 Exodus 23:15 and 34:18 state that Israel is to keep the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread in the month Abib, when they came out 

of Egypt.  So when is the green ears month?  Does it have 29 

days, 30 days or whatever?  When does the Abib month start?  

These passages do not say.  These verses are examples of the many 

times in the Bible when chodesh, Strong's #2320 means "month" 

rather than "new moon."  When chodesh means "new moon" (e.g. I 

Chronicles 23:31), there is never a Bible definition given of how 

to figure the new moon.  What is a new moon?  Must you see it to 

define it?  When?  Standing in a valley or on a hill top?  What 

if you miss seeing it and your neighbor sees it?  He keeps one 

day as a holy day, and you keep another.  This is utter 

confusion! 

 Deuteronomy 16:1 tells us to observe the month of Abib.  

Not the new moon, the month.  Because in the middle of Abib, on 

the full moon, the Eternal led Israel out of Egypt.  There were 

green ears then, which ripened at different times in the Nile 

Delta versus the Sinai peninsula and elsewhere. 

 I don't know when next year's barley green ears will appear 

where this man lives.  He lives in a mild climate.  Suppose I 

move next door and plant my barley seed a few weeks earlier than 

he does, or several months earlier in a greenhouse. My green ears 

will come earlier than his.  I'll get the jump on Passover and 

keep it before he does.  How absurd! 

 Yes, we are belittling the ideas (but not the people that 

espouse these ridiculous concepts).  Elijah belittled the 

prophets of Baal for their absurd actions. 



 

A Spiritual Conclusion 

 

 Since the Bible doesn't spell out a calendar, nor firm 

guidelines how to calculate the Sacred Calendar, some observe the 

"new" moon, the barley, the equinox or follow James Hastings or 

some modern religious leader's method.  And there are others who 

believe the Creator preserved the Calendar through the Jews just 

like He used them to preserve the scripture (even though they 

themselves don't follow it perfectly). 

 We have perhaps spent too much time on this subject when 

judgment, mercy, faith and love are more important (Matthew 

23:23).  Judaism since the destruction of the Temple has been 

dominated by Phariseeism. The Master made this definitive 

statement [our comments in brackets]: 

 

The scribes and Pharisees sit in Moses' seat [of authority]: All 

therefore whatsoever they bid you observe [compare with Hebrew 

word shamar, #8104, used in Deuteronomy 16:1 to observe the month 

of Abib], that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: 

for they say, and do not [they set out the correct calendar, yet 

they don't follow the Bible instructions of when to correctly 

observe Passover and Pentecost; they have preserved the weekly 

cycle yet often ignore the Holy Sabbath day]. 

 

 Modern Karaites rebel against the scribes and Pharisees who 

sit in Moses' seat of authority.  They falsely claim to have 

Biblical authority for their calendar. Karaites have always been 

schismatics.  They must be exposed. 

 After a thorough analysis of the evidence from a multitude 

of sources, the only valid spiritual conclusion is that the 

Hebrew Calendar is valid for us today.ê 

 

 

Review:  The Calendar God Gave to Moses 

 

The Calendar God Didn't Give to Moses 

 

 Of all the arguments against the modern Jewish (Hebrew) 

calendar, the one most cited by Messianic Sabbath-keeping, Holy 

Day keeping groups is the study paper, "The Calendar God Gave to 

Moses" by Herbert Solinsky and Rob Anderson.  Mr. Solinsky is the 

major author, and was a member of the Worldwide Church of God, 

which does not agree with his conclusions. 

 This "scholarly" work has been given wide publicity by a 

number of groups, who claim that it gives proof we are not to 

follow the modern Jewish calendar. 

 The paper says "Jewish scholars are certainly aware of the 

fact that the current Jewish calendar differs from the calendar 

God gave to Moses."  Only four "proofs" are given.  Three of them 

are citations from those who disagree with the calendar.  Jewish 

scholars have always argued among themselves.  The fourth "proof" 



is the fact that the Jewish year is 6.553 minutes longer than the 

actual solar year.  This is no proof at all, because the earth 

has slowed in its rotation since the time of Moses.  All 

calendars have to be adjusted from time to time, even the modern 

Gregorian calendar used throughout the Western world. 

 This "scholarly" work presupposes the "fact" that today's 

Jewish calendar is a different calendar than the one God gave to 

Moses.  Throughout, there is a total lack of admission of the 

fact that the calendar was adjusted (intercalary years changed) 

in the 2nd Century, A.D. and that this adjustment was proper and 

necessary.  There is no admission that Pentecost must be in the 

spring, which was the reason why the calendar adjustment was 

necessary.  There is also a total lack of understanding of Exodus 

12:15-16 which shows that food preparation is limited only to the 

Unleavened Bread Holy Days, as we have shown. 

 

Visual Calendar Is an Impossibility! 

 

 Chapter One of the paper gives a lesson in the astronomy of 

the sun, earth and moon.  If azimuths and syzygies and other 

complex astronomical concepts can be made simple, they sure 

aren't in this lengthy chapter.  It is almost as if the authors 

purposely attempted to write in unplain, technically-oriented 

language. I'd be surprised if 10% of the people who read this 

paper really gain a good grasp of what it says. 

 Page eight is most revealing.  The new moon conjunction 

(molad) is when the earth is between the moon and the sun.  "When 

the [astronomical] new moon [molad] occurs, it is invisible; 

however, the time of invisibility of the moon usually lasts from 

one to three nights, so without measurements and calculations, it 

is not possible to accurately determine the new moon." Likewise, 

the full moon looks like a full circle for at least two nights, 

so knowing the precise time of the full moon does not determine 

the day of the visible new crescent. 

 The major goal of the paper is to show that the Bible does 

contain enough information to visually determine the calendar.  

However, the paper shows that observation alone is not enough to 

determine the calendar. Complex calculations and measurements are 

necessary! 

 The new moon after the vernal (spring) equinox is held to 

be the key factor in determining the Bible calendar.  This 

equinox can vary from March 19 to March 21 on our Gregorian 

calendar.  German astronomer Karl Schoch developed a table 

whereby one can calculate when the new moon could be observed, 

depending on where he is located on the earth. Solinsky 

recommends a "most accurate method" to determine the visibility 

of the new moon by using a computer program to determine the 

altitude and azimuth difference from Schoch's Table.  "Even when 

limiting one's attention to Jerusalem, a simple rule involving 

required time from the new moon to sunset is not possible," (page 

29). The calendar God gave to Moses, this paper says, is based 

upon human observation, but without a highly accurate 



mathematical model of the solar system, future biblical dates 

cannot be predicted to the exact day.  Thanks to the computer, 

Solinsky says, we can do this today! (page 56). 

 As a computer professional, I am well aware of the law, 

"garbage in, garbage out"!  Poor Moses didn't have a computer!  

Far from showing a simple Bible calendar that could be followed 

by someone stranded on a desert island, this study paper proves 

that a "self-observable calendar" is not possible.  Why should I 

rely on this man's computer program based upon his faulty logic? 

 

NEAR a Tkufah 

 

 The Hebrew word moed means "appointed time," not 

astronomical "seasons" as some incorrectly state.  The King James 

Version incorrectly translates Leviticus 23:4,  "the feasts of 

the LORD . . . in their seasons."  We agree with Solinsky on this 

point.  Again, it is correctly stated that the Feast of 

Ingathering is the same as the Feast of Booths (Tabernacles) and 

that Exodus 34:22 is literally translated "the Feast of 

Ingathering [near] tkufah [the autumnal equinox of the year]."  

The Hebrew word tkufah refers to an equinox, either spring or 

fall. 

 Solinsky admits that there are no scriptural uses of tkufah 

referring to the Passover or Feast of Unleavened Bread period.  

But it is obvious that the spring equinox is six months prior to 

the fall equinox (September 21-24 on our Gregorian calendar), and 

therefore since Tabernacles is near the fall equinox, then 

Passover/ Unleavened Bread is NEAR the spring equinox.  So far, 

so good. 

 Then, without any scriptural or logical basis, Solinsky 

concludes that Exodus 12:2 really means (although this is not the 

literal translation), "This [visible] new crescent [which is on 

or first after the day of the vernal equinox, is] chief of 

[visible] new crescents to you; it [is] first among [visible] new 

crescents of the year to you," (page 51, comments by Solinsky).  

The reason given (page 52) for this interpretation of Scripture 

is that this is "a simple,  natural,  aesthetically satisfying, 

visually observable method . . . for determining the first 

month."  Of course, with the aid of a sophisticated computer 

program. 

 How is the transition accomplished?  Tabernacles is held 

(correctly) to be "near" the fall equinox.  Moed does not mean 

astronomical season.  But Abib 1 must be AFTER the spring 

equinox?  Where is the proof?  Certainly not in the 84-page paper 

entitled "The Calendar God Gave to Moses."  There is no scripture 

that even mentions Abib 1 (new moon of first month) or Abib 14 

(Passover) in relation to the tkufah, or equinox.  There is 

absolutely no proof given that Abib 1 must be AFTER the spring 

equinox.  Observing the spring equinox is no more exact, without 

sophisticated computer calculations, than the first visible new 

moon. 



 This calendar method satisfies many who dislike the (ugh) 

"Jewish" calendar. Hence, following this study paper, the Church 

of God, Evangelistic Association of Missouri, says it's easy to 

determine Passover and other Holy Day dates: (1) Find the time of 

the vernal equinox, (2) find the first visible new moon AFTER 

that, and (3) Passover is the 14th day of that "month."  Here is 

a brief quote from their March 1983 Newswatch magazine, page 34: 

 

The Passover is never to occur except in the springtime.  The 

first day of the new year is to be the first new crescent after 

the vernal equinox that  begins  spring.  The  Jewish historian, 

Josephus . . . held that the Passover was always a Springtime 

feast (Antiquities, Book III,  X, 5).  Philo Judaeus, in Ten 

Festivals, Ch. XI, stated the Passover occurred AFTER the Spring 

Equinox. 

 

 Notice carefully the above quotation.  It has four 

sentences. Sentences 3 and 4 support sentence 1.  Sentence 2 is 

NOT supported!  Neither the Missouri church nor Solinsky give any 

proof that the first day of the new year is the first new 

crescent AFTER the spring equinox.  The statements of Josephus 

and Philo are correct for what WAS true prior to the 2nd Century 

Calendar adjustment. Before the adjustment, Passover was always 

in the Spring.  It is now.  But in the first couple of hundred 

years after the adjustment, Passover was before spring.  In every 

case, Nisan 16 (the earliest possible date for Wavesheaf Day) has 

always been in the spring.  The Newswatch quote shows a totally 

dishonest use of historical "proofs." 

 

I Samuel 20 and the New Moon 

 

 Solinsky and Anderson's paper extensively uses I Samuel 20. 

 David had to hide from King Saul who was trying to kill 

him.  He told his friend Jonathan in verse 5-7: "to morrow is the 

new moon, and I should not fail to sit with the king at meat: but 

let me go, that I may hide myself in the field until the third 

day at even.  If thy father [Saul] at all miss me, then say, 

David earnestly asked leave of me that he might run to Bethlehem 

his city: for there is a yearly sacrifice there for all the 

family." 

 It was the day before the Day of Trumpets.  King Saul, 

according to custom had a feast day for two days, Trumpets and 

the day after.  Verse 18 shows that Jonathan also knew that 

"tomorrow is the new moon."  Not a day to wait for observers to 

confirm the sighting of the new moon for it to be proclaimed.  

But it was definitely the new moon!  Verse 24, "when the new moon 

was come, the king sat him down to eat meat."  Saul noticed David 

was absent, but didn't say anything that day, assuming he was 

unclean.  Verse 27, "And it came to pass on the morrow, which was 

the second day of the month . . . ."  This time Saul asked 

Jonathan why David wasn't there, and became angry with Jonathan's 

answer. 



 The phrase "the second day of the month" in the KJV, is 

translated from the Hebrew ha chodesh ha shaynee.  Solinsky 

points to the Interlinear Bible which literally renders this as 

"the new moon second."  So he concludes that the 30th and 31st 

days of each month were set aside for observation of the new 

moon, since there were two possible days on which the crescent 

could first be seen if weather conditions were favorable.  

Further, he maintains that the Israelites were at this time not 

capable of calculating the exact day of the visible new crescent. 

Certainly not by Solinsky's method, because that requires a 

FORTRAN computer program! 

 There is no Bible indication that there was doubt which day 

was the new moon. David and Jonathan both said it was tomorrow, 

which verse 6 clearly shows was the Holy Day of Trumpets.  The 

prophet Samuel, who wrote I Samuel in verse 24 said it was the 

new moon.  Why is Solinsky unsure of when was the new moon? 

 Chodesh can either mean "new moon" or "month."  Solinsky 

himself admits this on pages 36 and 38.  He shows that chodesh 

means "month" in Genesis 29:14, Numbers 10:11, I Kings 5:14, 

while in II Kings 4:23, Ezekiel 46:3, Hosea 2:11, Amos 8:5, 

chodesh means "new moon."  The question is, what does chodesh 

mean in I Samuel 20:27?  Solinsky reveals deceptiveness in his 

vain attempt to "prove" there were two new moon days, since he 

feels Israel was unsure as to when the new moon day was, lacking 

sophisticated methods of calculation.  Here is why Solinsky is 

wrong: 

 (1) David, Jonathan and Samuel were positive as to when the 

new moon day was, in advance. 

 (2) Solinsky doesn't quote I Samuel 20:27 in context.  

Before the phrase ha chodesh ha shaynee is the word mi-mohorat, 

which means "on the day after" (Green's Interlinear).  "On the 

day after the [new] moon the second" is the literal Hebrew.  Even 

if chodesh here should be translated new moon, the sentence still 

means, as Green's margin shows, "on the next day (of) the new 

moon."  That is, the second day of the month.  If Saul and his 

court were waiting for reliable witnesses to confirm the sighting 

of the visible new crescent, why would there definitely be two 

days of feasting if witnesses confirmed the first day as the new 

moon?  There was no confirmation  necessary.  It took three days 

to travel from Jerusalem to northern Israel.  There wasn't time 

to let others know when the first new moon was visually sighted.  

Calculation had to have been in force even in the early days of 

Israel, or they could not have kept the Holy Days!  Yet Solinsky 

tells us that the "primitive" Israelites weren't intelligent 

enough to properly calculate the calendar! 

 (3) Numbers 10:11 uses a similar phrase to that of I Samuel 

20:27.  The Hebrew there is ba-chodesh ha-shaynee, meaning "in 

month the second," or "in the second month."  The structure of I 

Samuel 20:27 demands a translation "the second day of the month." 

 

Is the Barley Ripe? 

 



 Solinsky correctly concludes that "The Bible does not 

define a precise relationship between the barley and the first 

month called Abib," (page 49). 

 Abib or Ahveev in the Hebrew means "green (implying young 

and tender) ears (of barley)."  In Israel, barley is planted in 

the late fall, around November.  Today, the barley harvest in 

mountainous areas of Palestine begins in the middle of May, while 

on the hot coastal plains near Jericho, it begins in April. 

 Of the Biblical uses of ahveev, twice (Exodus 9:31 and 

Leviticus 2:14) it refers to ears of barley, and six times it 

refers to the name of the first month (Exodus 13:4, 23:15, 34:18 

twice, and Deuteronomy 16:1 twice. 

 Solinsky gives seven reasons why the barley harvest is not 

proper key to determining the first month. 

 (1) He says that Leviticus 23:10-14 restricts using the new 

crop for food before the wave sheaf offering, but does not 

prohibit harvesting and storing the crop before the ceremony.  

This is not true.  Exodus 22:29 is a statute showing that one is 

not to delay offering firstfruits.  One could not go out and 

harvest, and then weeks later come and offer a wave sheaf 

offering.  There is not a precise relationship between the barley 

harvest and the first of Abib.  True!  Just like there is not a 

precise relationship between the spring equinox and the first of 

Abib!  Why not be consistent in logic? 

 (2) Barley ripens at different times in the various parts 

of Palestine, as much as 50 days difference due to regional 

differences. 

 (3) Solinsky says that the Bible is not clear on whether 

the barley is to be ripe on the first of the month or on the wave 

sheaf offering day.  True.  But he fails to mention that the 

Bible does not say whether or not the barley has to be ripe for 

the wave sheaf offering!  Abib means "green, tender ears."  Go 

out into a field of wheat or barley sometime.  Grab some husks 

and chew them, like the Messiah did when he walked around 

Palestine.  If they are green, they are soft and chewy. If they 

are ripe, they are hard and more dry.  The month of green ears of 

barley is Abib, not the month of dry, uniformly ripe ears! 

 Carl O'Beirn, former Worldwide Church of God minister of 

Cleveland, Ohio, left that church about the year 1970 over the 

issue of the calendar.  His main point was that the barley must 

be RIPE, or the first month is postponed.  He had an "official 

observer" in Palestine to report on the barley harvest.  O'Beirn 

insisted that the "meat (cereal) offering" of Leviticus 23:13 was 

of the new produce of the land, failing to mention that the drink 

offering of the last part of the verse is of wine (obviously from 

the last fall or earlier grape harvest).  O'Beirn's Holy Days are 

generally a month later than the Hebrew calendar. 

 Let's test O'Beirn's "ripe barley" theory.  What happens in 

the seventh sabbatical year, or the jubilee year, when no barley 

is sown at all?  Do we cancel the Holy Days those years?  

Obviously not, but there isn't any barley, ripe or not, to 

examine!  What about Deuteronomy 16:13?  "Thou shalt observe the 



feast of tabernacles seven days, after that thou hast gathered in 

thy corn and thy wine."  Do you mean that you have to postpone 

the Feast of Tabernacles if all the crops are not harvested?  But 

I broke my plow, we had a late summer, the grapes were late this 

year!  No wonder the Rabbanites teased the Karaites, with the 

pitifully weak Karaite arguments presented by such as O'Beirn! 

 (4) The fourth reason given by Solinsky why the barley 

cannot be the key to calendar determination is that Genesis 8:4, 

13-15 show that Noah could determine the first month without ever 

leaving the ark.  No need to observe the barley crop. 

 (5) Genesis 1:14 show that the sun and moon, not the 

barley, determines the holy day seasons. 

 (6) During the forty years of wandering in the wilderness, 

Israel didn't have barley crops to examine, yet they knew when 

Passover was, Numbers 9. 

 (7) Barley harvest determination leads to conflicts and 

disputes, whereas (Solinsky's) calculated method with his 

computer is "more objective." 

 Yes, the barley harvest is not the sole determining factor 

for determining the first new moon, nor Passover.  And neither is 

the vernal equinox, nor Solinsky's computer program. 

 

Future Intercalary Cycle 

Change Necessary 

 

 Mr. Solinsky is worried about the 6.553 minute per year 

"error" in the Hebrew calendar.  He says that "No authoritative 

writing on the Jewish [sic.] calendar exists that reveals a 

provision in its rules to allow a change in its intercalary year 

sequence," (page 59). 

 This is not true.  Both the Jewish Encyclopedia and Spier's 

Comprehensive Hebrew Calendar discuss the five centuries future 

adjustment.  Spier says it will be the task of a new Sanhedrin to 

make a decision as to when and how the calendar should be 

adjusted. 

 The date of the crucifixion of the Messiah, Wednesday April 

25, 31 A.D., demonstrates that a different set of intercalary 

years was in effect at the time (before the 2nd Century A.D. 

adjustment).  Contrary to Solinsky's paper "The Calendar God Gave 

to Moses," this fact proves that the 19-Year intercalary cycle 

was being followed, and that it makes since.  Our Savior 

criticized the Scribes and Pharisees on many issues, but never on 

the calendar calculations. 

 Herbert Solinsky and Rob Anderson's paper, "The Calendar 

God Gave to Moses," is a poor job of fake scholarship.  It has 

deceived some who are set to form their own independent church 

groups. 

 Remember what Zvi Ankori said in his book on the Karaites: 

(1) Karaites are themselves unsure of their position, and (2) 

Calendar differences are a crucial element in the sect-forming 

processes, a reason for separation from another institution or 



group.  These two character weaknesses are very much evident in 

"modern Karaites." 

 Solinsky has proven that a "self-observable calendar" is 

not possible.  Calculation is necessary.  Why not follow the 

rules sanctified by the Sanhedrin?  This is the TRUE "Calendar 

God Gave to Moses."ê 
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Introduction 

 

Section Nine of Biblical Holy Days covers the New Moons, an often 

forgotten special time for the Eternal's People.  Sabbath-keepers 

seldom mention the New Moons, in spite of the fact that the Bible 

frequently mentions the New Moons.  The Bible directly links the 

Sabbaths, Holy Days, and New Moons as three classifications of 

special times for the Almighty's people.  There is much to learn 

about this forgotten divine appointment. 

 

 

 

 

New Moons 

 

"Then Solomon offered burnt offerings unto the Lord on the altar 

of the Lord, which he had built before the porch,  Even after a 

certain rate every day, according to the commandment of Moses, on 

the sabbaths, and on the new moons, and on the solemn feasts, 

three times in the year, even in the feast of unleavened bread, 

and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles," II 

Chronicles 8:12-13. 

 

"And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, 

and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship 

before Me, saith the Lord," Isaiah 66:23. 

 

"Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in 

respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath 

days;  Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of 

Christ," Colossians 2:16-17. 

 

 

New Moons:  Significance for Christians Today 

 

 

 Are you keeping all of God's appointed times?  Should the 

New Moons be observed by Christians today?  What is the meaning 

of New Moons? Should the follower of God know and use God's 

calendar? 

 

We Must Grow in Truth 

 

 All true Christians desire to get back to "the faith once 

delivered," Jude 3, and recapture the full truth of God. 

 In doing this, one must remember that we must tenaciously 

cling to the initial beliefs revealed to us at baptism, Hebrews 

3:14.  If others throw these truths aside, we must instead 

undauntedly hold onto them.  Yet there is more!  We must "go on 

unto perfection," Hebrews 6:1.  Not falling from steadfastness in 



our original beliefs, "but grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ," II Peter 3:17-18.  "Growth" is 

defined as "adding thereto," see Colossians 1:10.  Not throwing 

away what spiritual understanding one already has. 

 The Sabbath and the Holy Days have been and are attacked by 

some, watered down by others.  Jesus said that His faithful 

servants would be keeping them in their seasons, Matthew 24:44-

46.  Yet there is more!  God has a third type of day He wants us 

to observe, in addition to Sabbaths and Holy Days.  His Word does 

not leave us any doubt.  There are many things that we need to 

come to understand and put into practice in our lives, in order 

to come to the fullness of the stature of Christ, Ephesians 4:13. 

 Those who think they have all the truth are headed toward 

complacency, and ultimately will lose what truth they once had, 

Luke 19:20-27.  Instead of fighting "windmill battles" of re-

studying doctrines to question their validity, which we should 

have proven once and for all years ago, let us instead shift our 

efforts toward growth and overcoming, LIVING by every Word of 

God, Luke 4:4. 

 We should have known many more things than we presently do.  

Let us confess our sins as Nehemiah did, Nehemiah 1:6-7, and turn 

to God as never before, seeking to keep all His statutes, 

judgments and commandments.  Only by doing this will God truly 

work a work through us, II Chronicles 15:1-15.  Only by doing 

this will we be spared from the horrendous and terrifying events 

destined to befall the world in these last days. 

 The New Moons have much to do with such principles as Luke 

21:36, as well as our entire covenant relationship with God.  

Will we learn the lesson God wants us to learn from the New 

Moons, or will we instead scoff and ridicule? 

 For those of a poor and contrite heart who tremble at God's 

Word, Isaiah 66:2, persecution and ridicule may come for obeying 

God's simple instructions, such as worshipping God every Sabbath 

and New Moon, see Isaiah 66:23.  When the Eternal appears, it 

will be to the joy of the righteous and the shame and ignominy of 

the wicked, Isaiah 66:5.  Let God's Word judge us, not men, 

Colossians 2:16-17. 

 

Why Did God Make the Sun 

and the Moon? 

 

 Genesis 1:14-18, "And God said, Let there be lights in the 

firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let 

them be for signs, and for seasons [Hebrew moed, used in 

Leviticus 23 and elsewhere to refer to God's Holy Days], and for 

days, and years . . . .  And God made two great lights; the 

greater light for the rule of the day [margin] and the lesser 

light [Hebrew maor, bright light,' from ohr, light'] for the rule 

of the night; He made the stars also." 

 The moon is the "lesser light," and the word "lesser" is 

from the Hebrew gaton, derived from guwt, "to be grieved, to 

loathe the self."  Are we little, gaton, in our own eyes, I 



Samuel 1 5:17? The moon is a little light, with an awesome 

purpose. Selfless, it only reflects the brightness of the sun. 

 God compares Himself to the "Sun of righteousness," Malachi 

4:2.  We are to be like the moon, reflecting His glory.  We can 

only do this if we remain little in our eyes, loathing ourselves. 

Christ is "the true light, which lights every man that comes into 

the world," John 1:9.  His very first words on the first day of 

creation were "Let there be light," Genesis 1:3.  Light comes 

from God. 

 Specifically, one of the purposes for which God made the 

moon, and the sun, is to delineate His Holy Day seasons, in order 

to demonstrate His plan and purpose for mankind.  Are we acting 

out fully the plan God has laid out for us? 

 

Should the Moon TEACH Us Something? 

 

 The Bible has five primary words for "moon," "new moon," 

and "month." Information is provided for your personal study: 

 (1) Hodesh, "new moon" or "month," is the primary Old 

Testament word.  It is #2320 in Strong's Exhaustive Concordance 

and located on pages 404-405 in the Englishman's Hebrew and 

Chaldee Concordance (EHC).  Hodesh or Chodesh comes from(#2318 

Strong's) chadash, "to be new, to rebuild, renew, repair."  What 

new thing does the moon remind us of? 

 (2) Yerach and yareach, "month" or "moon," (#3391 and 3394 

in Strong's, pages 564-565 in EHC) is similar to the Hebrew word 

"teach," yahrah, Isaiah 2:3.  What is it that the New Moon should 

teach us? 

 (3) Lebanah, "the moon," (Strong`s #3842, EHC p. 632) is 

from the word laban,  "white," which is the symbol of purity and 

righteousness, Revelation 19:8. 

 (4) Seleence is a Greek word used in the New Testament for 

"moon" (Strong's #4582, Englishman's Greek Concordance (EGC), 

page 684).  A form of this word is seleeniazomai, "lunatic," or 

"moonstruck" (Strong's #4523, EGC page 684).  If we learn the 

wrong lesson from the moon, we could lose our spiritual sanity. 

 (5) Meen or men, "moon" (Strong's #3376, EGC page 499) is 

a New Testament word used frequently.  Some of its forms are: 

noumenia, "new moon," (Strong's #3561, EGC page 519), tetramenon, 

"four months," and trimenon, "three months." 

 SUMMARY: A study of the above words forms the basis for 

this article.  The definition of the words for "moon" and "new 

moon" show that we are to learn an uplifting lesson of 

righteousness from these physical things that God has ordained. 

 

Has God REVEALED His Manner 

of Keeping Time? 

 

 Genesis 7:11 states, "In the six hundredth year of Noah's 

life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the 

same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and 

the windows of heaven were opened." 



 This is the first time the Bible mentions the Sacred 

Calendar.  The second month, or hodesh, is in progress.  Noah 

knew the proper month according to God's manner of keeping time.  

He was able to pass on this information to his righteous 

descendents.  Events concerning the dates of various aspects of 

the flood are meticulously laid out, Genesis 8:4, 5, 13, 14. 

 Abraham, a righteous descendent of Noah, kept God's 

commandments, statutes and laws, Genesis 26:5.  Shem, son of 

Noah, lived during Abraham's time.  He must have passed on this 

calendar information that God had revealed from the beginning.  

Like tithing, Genesis 14:20.  God's monthly cycle is revealed in 

the Bible as an on-going practice.  Most likely, it was revealed 

in the Garden of Eden when God instructed Adam and Eve. 

 On a specific day God made a covenant with Abraham, 

promising his descendents the land from the river of Egypt to the 

River Euphrates,  Genesis 15:18.  He let Abraham know that his 

descendents would be strangers and be afflicted 400 years, 

afterwards coming out with great substance, verses 13-14. On this 

selfsame day 430 years later, Israel came out of Egypt, Exodus 

12:40-42.  This was the month Abib, Exodus 13:4, of which God 

said, "This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it 

shall be the first month of the year [literally: the first in the 

moons of the year'] to you," Exodus 12:2. 

 We are to "Observe the month of Abib, and keep the Passover 

unto the LORD thy God: for in the month Abib the LORD thy God 

brought thee forth out of Egypt by night," Deuteronomy 16:1.  One 

cannot observe the month of Abib without knowing God's calendar 

which tells when that month begins. 

 "And they departed from Rameses in the first month, on the 

fifteenth day of the first month; on the morrow after the 

Passover the children of Israel went out with an high hand in the 

sight of all the Egyptians," Numbers 33:3.  This is the "night to 

be much observed unto the LORD," Exodus 12:42. 

 In calling Israel out of Egypt, the first thing that God 

revealed of His laws was the true solar-lunar calendar.  Even 

before God instructed Israel concerning the Passover, Days of 

Unleavened Bread, the Sabbath, and the other commandments and 

statutes, He reiterated that Abib was the beginning of months, of 

moons, Exodus 12:1-2.  The keeping of proper time is just that 

important to God, Genesis 2:14. 

 The proper keeping of time according to God's way has never 

been lost!  Jesus observed the Holy Days according to the same 

Sacred Calendar we have today. Unto the Jews has been committed 

for safe-keeping this divinely-revealed truth,  Romans 3:1-2, 

Deuteronomy 29:29. 

 

How Many Different Types of Days Has God Ordained? 

 

 God has ordained three distinct types of days which He 

wants us to observe: (1) weekly Sabbaths, (2) New Moons, and (3) 

Feast Days, or Holy Days. 



 Read Colossians 2:16-17.  Notice that the "is" of verse 17 

is in italics, and is not part of the original Greek.  These 

verses say: "Don't let any man judge you, but let the body of 

Christ -- His Word -- do the judging," in regards to Holy Days, 

New Moons and Sabbaths. 

 Now turn to I Chronicles 23:31.  Special burnt sacrifices 

were offered on these three special times, Numbers 28:3, 9, 11, 

19, 26-27; also see II Chronicles 2:4, 8:12-13, 31:3, Ezra 3:4-5, 

Nehemiah 10:33. 

 Are burnt offerings necessary today?  Daniel 9:26-27, 

Hebrews 10:1-14.  What kind of sacrifices does God require of us?  

I Peter 2:5, Romans 12:1-2. 

 

HOW Are New Moons 

to be Observed? 

 

 Read Numbers 10:10.  Trumpets were to be blown on the 

Sabbaths and "solemn days [moed, appointed times]" and New Moons 

as an integral part of the burnt offerings and sacrifices of 

those days.  Also see Numbers 28:11, 14. 

 Some have argued that since sacrifices were given on the 

New Moons and Feast Days that we no longer have to observe these 

days.  If this were true, then the Sabbath is not to be observed 

either, because special sacrifices were commanded on every 

Sabbath also,  Numbers 28:9-10.  Were sacrifices and burnt 

offerings originally a part of these days?  Jeremiah 7:22-23, 

Galatians 3:19, and Hebrews 10:8. 

 Were the New Moons to be times of gladness?  Psalms 81:1-3.  

Is the observance of New Moons part of God`s statutes and laws?  

Verse 4.  Are we to remember these statutes?  Malachi 4:4. 

 New Moons were a time of assembly of the whole 

congregation, Numbers 1:1, 18, 10:2.  A time to meet together to 

decide a religious question, Ezra 10:16-17. King Saul had a 

special gathering each New Moon, at which David was expected to 

attend, I Samuel 20:5, 18, 24. 

 The New Moon with the Sabbath was a time to seek fellowship 

and be taught by a man of God, II Kings 4:23, the case of the 

Shunammite and Elisha. 

 Isn't the New Moon somewhat like the Sabbath, in that full-

scale pursuit of work is not to be done?  Amos 8:4-5.  NOTE: The 

Bible does not command cessation of work on the New Moons (except 

the Holy Day of Trumpets).  New Moons are a time to seek God, 

fellowship with others if possible, spend extra time in prayer 

and Bible Study. 

 

Will the New Moons Be Observed During the Millennium? 

 

 After the devastation of the Day of the LORD, Isaiah 66:15-

16, God says, verse 23, "and it shall come to pass, that from one 

New Moon to another, and from one Sabbath to another, shall all 

flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD." 



 Like the weekly Sabbath, the monthly New Moon is to be a 

time of religious assembly and worship.  Unlike the Sabbath, the 

New Moons are not days on which servile work is prohibited. 

 Ezekiel chapters 40-47 give a prophecy of the re-

established Temple during the Millennium, when God brings Israel 

again out of captivity and puts His Spirit in them, Ezekiel 

39:25, 29.  The Eternal will then dwell in Jerusalem for ever, 

Ezekiel 43:9, 48:35. 

 At this time, the Feasts, New Moons and Sabbaths shall be 

kept, all three types of days, Ezekiel 45:17. 

 The eastern gate of the inner court of the rebuilt Temple 

will be shut six days, but opened on the Sabbath and also the New 

Moon, Ezekiel 46:1. 

 People of the land will worship before the Eternal on the 

Sabbaths and on the New Moons, Ezekiel 46:3. 

 Again, the sacrifices of the New Moons, Sabbaths and Feasts 

will be instituted, Ezekiel 46:6, 11-12, for those who must have 

a schoolmaster to bring them unto Christ, Galatians 3:24.  Those 

who have accepted Christ and are living by faith, will they also 

offer animal sacrifices?  See Galatians 3:25-27. 

 

What is the Spiritual Significance 

of the Moon? 

 

 The moon is God's primary indicator of His Holy Days, 

Hebrew moed in Psalms 104:19 and Genesis 1:14. 

 It is a reminder that God will fight for us, just as He did 

in Joshua`s Long day, Joshua 10:13-14.  He will preserve us from 

evil so that we will not be smitten by His plagues on the unjust, 

Psalms 121:1-8, 91:5-14.  The moon reminds us that man is a worm, 

just as the moon is not clean in God's sight, so we are unclean 

before the Eternal.  All must be cleaned up, Job 25:4-6. 

 The moon reminds us of the purpose for which God created 

man: to rule with Him and become sons in His Kingdom, Psalms 8:3-

6, Hebrews 2:6-8. 

 Israel was delivered from Egypt under the light of the full 

moon of the first month.  Do we remember this when we see the 

full moon on the Night To Be Much Remembered?  Exodus 12:2, 41-

42, Deuteronomy 16:1. 

 The moon and stars rule by night, showing that God's mercy 

endures forever, Psalms 136:9. 

 To those chastened by God, their days of life become months 

of vanity unless they learn their lesson, Job 7:3, 29:2. 

 A month is representative of the time to bewail dead 

family, relatives, and forget our past ways, Deuteronomy 21:10-

13, Isaiah 45:10. 

 God knows exactly the number of months the wild goats take 

to deliver their young, Job 39:1-2.  He even knows the number of 

months of a man`s life, Job 14:5, 21:21.  Though we don't know 

these things, what should we do?  Psalms 90:10-16.  We need God's 

help to learn the lesson we're supposed to from our trials. 



 The sun, moon, and stars praise the Eternal and tell of his 

power, Psalms 148:3. Why don't we? 

 The moon reminds us of God's blessings to Joseph, 

Deuteronomy 33:13-14.  A month, or moon, is symbolic of a time of 

punishment upon shepherds that do not feed the flock, Zechariah 

11:3-17. 

 

Is the Moon a Symbol, or Witness? 

 

 The moon is symbolic of God's lasting covenant with Israel 

and David, despite their sins, and ours, Psalms 89:3-4, 27-37, 

Job 16:19, Jeremiah 31:35-37, 33:20-26.  It is also symbolic of 

the eternal endurance of Christ's Kingdom, Psalms 72:1-11. 

 

Is Worship of the Sun, Moon and Stars Condemned? 

 

 Even thought the moon is a reminder of our deliverance from 

Egypt, we are never to worship the sun, moon and stars, 

Deuteronomy 4:14-20. 

 Under the civil government of the nation of Israel, what 

was the penalty for worshipping the sun, moon and of the host of 

heaven?  Deuteronomy 17:2-5. 

 Was worship of the sun, moon and stars part of the false 

system of Baal worship?  II Kings 23:5, 11.  Notice the marginal 

note for the word "planets." What is meant is the twelve signs, 

or constellations, the twelve signs of zodiac, the foundation for 

astrology.  Is the end result of such worship demon-possession, 

lunacy?  Matthew 4:24, 17:15.  The word for lunatic is 

seleeniazomai, moon struck. 

 Job knew that kissing the hand in worshipping the moon was 

an iniquity to be punished by the judge, for worship of the sun 

and moon is a denial of God, Job 31:26-28. 

 NOTE: the Jamieson, Fausset and Brown Commentary under Job 

31:26 states that Sabaism (from tsaba, the heavenly hosts) was 

the earliest form of false worship.  In contradistinction, God is 

called "Lord of Sabaoth, or Hosts."  God made the heavenly hosts, 

He, and not they, are to be worshipped. Jamieson notes that our 

planetary week of Sun-day, Mon-day show traces of Sabaisin, or 

worship of the heavenly host. 

 Our present planetary week is of Greek origin, with traces 

of Babylonian influence.  The names of the days of the week 

correspond to the seven greatest lights or "stars" one of which 

was thought to "rule" each day of the week.  These astral bodies 

were held to the gods and worshipped.  English names for the days 

of the week were derived from the Saxons, who renamed the 

Greek/Latin gods after their own. 

 

 

 LATIN    SAXON   ENGLISH 

  

 Dies Solis   Sun's Day   Sunday Dies 

 Lunae   Moon's Day   Monday 



 Dies Martes (Mars)  Tiw's Day   Tuesday 

 Dies Mercurii (Mercury)  Woden's Day  

 Wednesday 

 Dies Jovis (Jupiter)  Thor's Day   Thursday 

 Dies Venens (Venus)  Frigg's Day  

 Friday 

 Dies Saturni (Saturn)  Seterne's Day  

 Saturday 

 

 

 The western calendar in use today is of Roman origin.  The 

names of the months were given to reflect either a Roman god 

(January-Janus, two faced god, February-februarius, Roman feast 

of purification held on February 15.  March-Mars, god of war, 

April-aprills, from Greek Aphrodite, goddess of love, May-Main, 

goddess associated with Vulcan, June-Juno, a Roman goddess) or 

Roman emperor (July-Julius Caesar, August-Augustus Caesar) or the 

number of the month (September-the seventh month, October, 

November, December, the eighth, ninth and tenth months).  

Originally, March was the first month, and February was the last 

month (with the intercalary February 29 added at the end of the 

year).  In 153 B.C., January was recognized as the first month. 

Julius Caesar reformed the old Roman calendar in 45 B.C., and 

Pope Gregory further modified it in 1582 which is the system used 

by most of the world today. 

 Pagan to the core, the calendar and planetary week of the 

world masks and precludes the true Sacred Calendar God wants us 

to follow, to keep in mind His Sabbath, Feast Days and New Moons. 

 Is it a light thing in the sight of God to so worship the 

sun, moon and host of heaven?  Ezekiel 8:16-18. 

 Does God want us to remain in an observance of such days, 

months, times and years?  Galatians 4:8-11.  What instead does 

God want us to observe? Leviticus 23:2.  Does God begin His year 

with January 1?  Exodus 12:2, 13:4. 

 

Will God Punish For Worshipping the Heavenly Host? 

 

 The sun will be darkened, stars and moon will not give 

their light because of sin, Isaiah 13:9-13, Ezekiel 32:7-8, Joel 

2:10-11, 13,  3:15,  Habakkuk 3:11-12, Acts 2:20, Matthew 24:29, 

Revelation 6:12, 8:12. 

 What shall we do now, before God's intervention in world 

affairs?  Ecclessiastes 12:1-2. 

 What will also happen at a slightly different time?  Isaiah 

30:26, Revelation 16:8-9.  Will astrologers be able to save us?  

Isaiah 47:13. 

 What is God's punishment for those who have loved, served 

and walked, after the sun, moon, and host of heaven?  Jeremiah 

8:1-3. 

 Does God even scold his own people for not knowing His 

times?  Jeremiah 8:7. Yet do they claim to have God`s law?  Verse 

8.  NOTE: The word for "appointed times" in verse 7 is moed, the 



same word used for God's Holy Days, Leviticus 23:2.  A "dumb" 

stork knows itstime to migrate, the time to bear its young, yet 

some of God's own people don't know His judgments, His times. 

Why?  Because they are observing wrong days, times, months, and 

years, Galatians 4:8-11. 

 

God Hates Corruption of Sabbaths, Feast Days, New Moons 

 

 Is God angry at corrupted observance of His times?  Isaiah 

1:10-15.  Will there be a small remnant who shall nevertheless 

remain faithful?  Verse 9. 

 Will God cause polluted observance of His days to cease?  

Hosea 2:6-13, Amos 8:4-10. 

 Are these events destined to occur in the last days, just 

prior to Christ's Kingdom being established?  Isaiah 2:2, Hosea 

2:18, Amos 8:9, 11. 

 

What Will Happen to the Sun and Moon in God's Kingdom? 

 

 How will the moon and sun be confounded in that day?  

Isaiah 24:23, Isaiah 60:1-22. 

 Will there be need of the light of the sun and the moon?  

Revelation 22:3-5. Yet will there still be a sun and moon, and 

twelve months in the year?  Verses 1-2.  Why?  Genesis 1:14, 

God's times will continue to be delineated by the sun and moon to 

tell us when His times and seasons occur. 

 

Did God's Prophets and Servants Know His Days and Times? 

 

 Visions of God came often to Ezekiel.  He knew the date of 

these visions according to God's calendar, Ezekiel 1:1-2, 8:1, 

20:1, 24:1, 26:1, 29:1, etc. 

 Haggai also marked the time when God directed him, Haggai 

1:1, 15, 2:1, 20. So did Zechariah, Zechariah 1:1, 7, 7:1 and 

Daniel, Daniel 10:4-7.  NOTE: God spoke to and led men who 

followed His manner of keeping time.  He still does, Malachi 3:6.  

Not once did one of His prophets say, "On April 15, God's word 

came unto me."  Storks know their times.  Do we know God's times? 

Consider well Jeremiah 8:7. 

 

Is the Moon Symbolic of the Christian Church? 

 

 Do the sun, moon, and stars show that there will be a 

difference in the resurrection from the dead?  I Corinthians 

15:35-44. 

 How is God's Church through the ages symbolically pictured?  

Revelation 12:1. Of what does "the moon under her feet" remind 

us?  Psalms 8:3-6.  NOTE: All things, Hebrews 2:6-8, will 

eventually be placed under those who become part of the Church 

and the Family of God. "But now we see not yet all things put 

under him, (man)" Hebrews 2:8, last part.  In preparation for 

rulership over all things, the Church is to shine like the sun, 



Matthew 5:16.  The moon is to be under her feet.  The Church is 

to "walk" or follow, God's Sabbaths, Holy Days and New Moons so 

as to prepare to rule the very astral bodies in the future.  The 

sun and moon determine these times God wants us to follow.  Only 

those who have "the moon under their feet," who walk the way of 

God's appointed times, moed, will be part of the glorious 

resurrection, to shine like the sun and the moon and the stars, I 

Corinthians 15:40-44. 

 How did Solomon picture the glorified resurrected Church?  

Song of Solomon 6:10.  How did Daniel represent her?  Daniel 

12:2-3. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

Do You Stop With the Sabbath 

and Holy Days? 

 

 Some professing Christians observe none of God's appointed 

times.  Instead, they keep Sunday, Easter, Christmas, and other 

days steeped in pagan customs. 

 Others observe only the weekly Sabbath, maintaining that 

the Feast Days were nailed to the cross.  Still others observe 

the weekly Sabbath plus Passover on the fourteenth day of the 

first month of God's calendar.  For these, however, the Holy Days 

are not for the "Christian Dispensation."  Finally there are 

those who observe the weekly Sabbath, Passover, and Holy Days.  

Yet most of these latter groups observe Passover and/or Pentecost 

on an incorrect date.  Like sheep, all mankind has gone astray. 

 The question has been asked, "Do you stop with the weekly 

Sabbath and Passover?"  The world only sees a dead Christ on the 

cross, and has not come out of sin nor received the Holy Spirit 

to put away  sin (pictured by the Feast of Unleavened Bread and 

Pentecost, I Corinthians 5:7-8,  Acts 2:1-4.  The Sabbath, 

Passover, and the Holy Days are definitely for the Christian. 

 But is that all?  What about the New Moons, also appointed 

times of the Eternal God?  The true God doesn't change His 

appointments, Malachi 3:6.  New Moons were, are, and will be, 

observed by true followers of God, Psalms 81:3-4, Isaiah 66:23.  

Down through the ages, certain followers of God have remembered 

the first day of each month as a special time of prayer, study 

and worship of the Eternal God.  Some in the Church of God, 

Seventh Day observed the New Moons in the mid-1920's (see Remnant 

of Israel, December 1927). 

 It is a little-known fact that Herbert W. Armstrong 

conducted Bible Studies on each New Moon during the early years 

of his work.  In subsequent years this practice was discontinued.  

Much later, the practice of keeping New Moons was even ridiculed. 

 For those who wish to obey God completely, the monthly New 

Moon remains "a faithful witness in heaven," of God's sure 

promises and man's need of repentance, Psalms 89:37.  The blast 

of the Levitical trumpet signified the beginning of a new month, 

Numbers 10:1-10.  The New Moon should remind the true Christian 

of the return of Jesus Christ, Joel 2:1, 10-11, when He will make 



all things new, Acts 3:19-21 and Revelation 21:5.  The New Moon 

should remind us of our imperative need to repent and turn to God 

now, Joel 2:12-15, so we will be spared during the terrible Day 

of the Eternal, verse 17. 

 After God's people do this, God will pour out His Spirit 

among His remnant people, Joel 2:28-32.  These are they who 

undauntedly keep the Holy Days, New Moons and Sabbaths of the 

Eternal, regardless of what other men say, Colossians 2:16-17. 

 These are they who keep the commandments of God, and the 

faith of Jesus, ever growing in the truth of God, recapturing 

lost truths, earnestly contending for the faith which was once 

delivered unto the saints.  Not stopping with merely the Sabbath 

and the Holy Days, the true follower of God must grow to have ALL 

of God's laws written in his heart and soul.  With God's help he 

strives to obey all of God's perfect, immutable laws of liberty. 

 History repeats itself.  God's people have forgotten Him 

and most of His laws and statutes for days without number, 

Jeremiah 2:32. the unconverted know and observe the days of this 

world, steeped in paganism.  God's people should know and observe 

the Eternal's days.  Yet, paradoxically, those who claim to be 

God's people are often strangers to the days God has ordained.  

They can tell you when Christmas and New Year's Day are, but not 

God's Holy Days, nor His New Moons, nor His New Year.  Today is 

very much as it was in the year 230 A.D., when the Catholic 

Tertullian wrote: "By us, who are strangers to Sabbaths, and new 

moons, and festivals, once acceptable to God, the Saturnalia 

(Christmas), the feasts of January, the Brumalia, and Matronalia 

are now frequented; gifts are carried to and fro, new year's day 

presents are made with din, and sports and banquets are 

celebrated with uproar; oh, how much more faithful are the 

heathen to their religion, who take special care to adopt no 

solemnity from the Christians" (from Tertullian's De Idolatrica, 

c. 14, volume i., page 682, cited in Hislop's The Two Babylons, 

page 93). 

 Those now made nigh unto God through the blood of Christ 

must not be strangers to His statutes which form the basis of our 

 covenant with God, Ephesians 2:11-13, 19.  Let us keep all of 

God's statutes binding upon us today, including the New Moons.ê 

 

 

NOTE: In order to follow God's calendar and observe the New Moons 

and Holy Days, be sure to read the companion article, "How Does 

God's Calendar Work?" 
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Introduction 

 

Section Ten of Biblical Holy Days covers the subject of Holidays 

which are commonly observed, but NOT derived from the Bible.  

Encyclopedias and newspapers regularly report the pagan origins 

of many of these popular holidays, yet the majority still 

continue to observe them.  The Bible, however, condemns following 

pagan traditions.  The Pagan Holidays, even if they have been 

dressed up by the Catholic Church to seem to be Christian, stand 

in contradiction to the Almighty's Holy Days commanded in the 

Bible.  The Messiah said that the majority would worship Him in 

vain, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 

 



Christmas, Easter, Halloween, Valentine's Day, New Year's Day, 

and other holidays of pagan origin are to be carefully avoided by 

all those who seek to follow the Bible.  Let us observe the Bible 

Holy Days, NOT the holidays of man. 
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Should a Christian Observe 

This World's Holidays? 

 

Have you ever stopped to consider the holidays observed by man?  

In the United States, Canada and around the world many days other 

than God's Holy Days are observed -- more or less depending on 

location.  Three lists of holidays follow.  These are labeled for 

convenience as POLITICAL, SPECIAL AND RELIGIOUS. 

 

 Political   Special  Religious 

 King's Birthday  Birthdays  New Year's Day--

 Lincoln's Birthday  Mother's Day Epiphany--

 Washington's Birthday Father's Day Candlemas-- May 1 

  Memorial Day Valentine's Day-- Armed Forces Day 

    St. Patrick's Day-- Victoria Day  

    Lent 

 Flag Day      Easter 

 Canada Day      Halloween 

 Independence Day     Hanukkah 

 Labor Day      Immaculate 

Conception-- Columbus Day 

 Thanksgiving Day -- Canada 

 Veterans Day 

 Thanksgiving Day 

 

 Not all of the holidays are shown.  In fact, there is 

nearly one holiday for every day of the year -- not all are 

observed in every locality.  To the list of special days might be 

added "Ground Hog Day" and "April Fool's Day."  One should 



determine the basis for these days before becoming involved.  

There may be disagreement over the classification I have chosen.  

Some may say that Memorial Day and Hanukkah should be classified 

as political.  Our concern is not the classification but rather 

"should the day be observed?"  The original intent of many 

holidays has been lost, changed or perverted. 

 

Political Holidays 

 

 Note that there are more Political days than Religious 

days. Perhaps this shows our present inclinations to worship men 

rather than God.  Many of these days are forced on us by the 

political system.  Offices, banks and schools are closed.  The 

patriotic origins are all but forgotten.  Many have turned into 

just another day to go fishing or watch a favorite game on TV.  

We should consider the fourth command also -- the overlooked part 

-- "six days shall you labor . . . ."  Many sins result from 

idleness. 

 Does God frown upon observance of political days?  Certain 

national days were observed in Old Testament times.  See Esther 

9:26-32 (Purim), Zechariah 8:19 (special national fast days) and 

John 10:22 (Feast of Dedication -- now known as Hanukkah).  These 

days had nothing to do with God's Holy Day plan.  They were 

important to God's people because of miraculous occurrences.  

These days have significance to the Jews but are of little or no 

importance to called and converted Christians.  They are like our 

Independence Day and Thanksgiving. 

 The days honoring individuals, especially those who founded 

the country, need to be carefully considered.  They border on 

violation of the first command if carried to the extreme.  For 

those who know the truth of the beginning of the blessings 

bestowed on the United States, British Commonwealth countries and 

western Europe, the real beginning of our heritage goes back to 

Abraham's obedience.   For proof of this, read The United States 

and Britain in Prophecy by Herbert W. Armstrong. 

 The other political days need to be looked at in the light 

of the first and second  commandments.  When you observe them are 

you putting another god or idol in place of the true God?  Or are 

you putting a day that stands for godless atheism or humanism -- 

May 1 -- in place of God's plan?  According to Pastor Peter 

Peters writing in Patriot Review, "Baal Worship in America,"  

"MAY DAY AND THE MAY POLE:  The most important holiday in Russia 

is May day.  The May pole and May day come from the worship of 

Astarte and sacred pole Ashera."  Do you violate the intent of 

the sixth command when observing the militarily oriented days? 

 

Memorial Day, Mother's and 

Father's Day 

 

 What about the special days?  Honoring the memory of our 

loved ones on Memorial Day could turn into ancestor worship such 

as practiced in China.  Remember the first commandment -- "Thou 



shalt have no other gods before me," Exodus 20:3.  If done in the 

context of the fifth command "Honor thy father and thy mother . . 

. " (Exodus 20:12) then it is a different matter. 

 As for Mother's and Father's Day, haven't they been grossly 

over commercialized?  Again in the context of the fifth command, 

such days could be justified. However, adoration such as that 

given to Mary should not be done.  In recent years no Sabbath-

keeping church appears to have taken a stand on these days.  

Recently Raymond C. Cole of the Church of God, the Eternal, 

stated that he had strong doubts about Mothers' Day.  However, 

because Herbert Armstrong continued to observe this day "because 

we should do something for our mothers," the Worldwide Church of 

God never took a stand on this issue. 

 Perhaps Mr. Cole's concern is this quote from the American 

Book of Days by Douglas: 

The custom of holding a festival in honor of motherhood is very 

old.  It dates back in the Western world to the times of the 

ancient Greeks who worshipped Cybele, the mother of gods, and 

honored her with rites in woods and caves.  The custom was 

introduced into Rome from Greece about 250 B.C., and on the Ides 

of March the festival of Hilaria in honor of Cybele was begun and 

continued for three days.  But these celebrations were entirely 

different from that in honor of the human mothers on the second 

Sunday in May. 

 

Birthdays  

 

 Should you observe your own birthday or attend birthday 

parties?  Whose birthday would be the most important?  Christ's!  

Yet the Bible nowhere gives the date of His birth.  Most Bible 

commentators recognize that the Bible hints at a fall (not 

winter) birth for Christ.  Yet many believe they honor Him in 

December.  If the Savior's birthday was important, don't you 

think God would have revealed the exact day of this most 

important birth? 

 Note what Job 3:3 says:  "Let the day perish wherein I was 

born . . . ."  The other Biblical references to birthdays are not 

favorable.  See Genesis 40 where Pharaoh celebrates his birthday 

by hanging his Chief Baker.  In Matthew 14:6-10, we find Herod 

beheading John the Baptist on Herod's birthday.  Many believe 

that Job's children were apparantly celebrating a birthday when 

calamity befell them Job 1:4-19. 

 A good brief history of birthday observance is "Happy 

Birthday? WHAT IS THE VERDICT," by Chuck W. Henry (you may write 

him for a free copy at 3624 S. 16, Ft. Smith, AR  72901).  He 

quotes "Horoscope" from the World Book Encyclopedia: 

 

HOROSCOPE, . . . is a chart that shows the influences the stars 

supposedly have on a person because of their positions at the 

time of his birth . . . .  Astrologers also use positions of the 

stars a t the time they cast the horoscope to predict the 



person's future.  The word horoscope comes from the Greek 

horoskopos meaning the one who observes the hour . . . . 

 

 Further, Let's hear what the World Book -- Childcraft 

International on "Holidays and Birthdays" has to say on this 

subject: 

 

 . . . For thousands of years, people all over the world have 

thought of a birthday as a very special day.  Long ago, people 

believed that on a birthday a person could be helped by good 

spirits or hurt by evil spirits.  So when a person had a 

birthday, friends and relatives gathered to protect him or her.  

And that's how birthday parties began. 

 

The idea of putting candles on birthday cakes goes back to 

ancient Greece.  The Greeks worshipped many gods and goddesses.  

Among them was one called Artemis . . . the goddess of the moon.  

The Greeks celebrated her birthday once each month by bringing 

special cakes to her temple.  The cakes were round like a full 

moon.  And, Because the moon glows with light, the cakes were 

decorated with lighted candles. 

 

 He also shows the pagan origins of spankings, noisemakers 

and other birthday customs.  Quoting Kenneth C. Herrman "Should 

Christians Celebrate Birthdays" from the December, 1959, Plain 

Truth magazine: 

 

The Jews in Christ's day knew God's law forbids celebrating 

birthdays.  Josephus, the Jewish historian of the first century, 

declares: Nay, indeed, the law does not permit us to make 

festivals at the birth of our children . . . .' (Against Apion, 

book II, #26). 

 

A still greater deterrent to annual birthday observance is the 

insertion of a 13th  month in the 3rd, 6th, 8th, 11th, 14th,17th, 

and 19th years of a 19-year cycle.  Imagine the confusion of 

attempting to schedule birthday parties! 

 

 Solomon  tells us "It is better to go to the house of 

mourning, than to go to the house of feasting:  for that is the 

end of all men; and the living will lay it to his heart," 

Ecclesiastes 7:2.  God is telling us that it is better to visit 

those grieving from a recent death rather than with those 

celebrating or partying (birthdays?). 

 

Religious Holidays 

 

 Note God's commands in Jeremiah 10:2 "Thus saith the Lord, 

Learn not the way of the heathen . . . ."  Also Deuteronomy 18:9  

" . . . you shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those 

nations," and also read Deuteronomy 12:30-31.  God is warned that 

His people Israel have a natural inclination to be like the 



heathen, and worship like they do, Ezekiel 20:32.  If any 

religious holidays are pagan in origin these three scriptures 

alone are enough to cause us great concern. 

 To keep this paper within a reasonable length, not all of 

the proof available on each day will be covered.  The reader, 

should he want more conclusive evidence of what follows, is urged 

to secure copies of the writings quoted or research the subject 

completely.  We are commanded to " . . . prove all things . . . 

," I Thessalonians 5:21. 

 

New Year's Day, January 1 

 

 When does God's year begin?  Exodus 12:2 says "This month 

shall be unto you beginning of months:  it shall be the first 

month of the year to you."  The name is Abib or Nisan and 

corresponds to March or April.  Note that the context is Passover 

time -- in the spring of our Roman calendar year.  See also 

Exodus 23:15, 34:18, Deuteronomy 16:1 and Esther 3:7. 

 Genesis 1:14 says the sun and moon would be the signs of 

the calendar division.  One rotation of the earth = 1 day.  One 

rotation of the moon around the earth = 1 month.  One rotation of 

the earth around the sun = 1 year.  See our article in this 

series, "How Does God's Calendar Work?"  You can determine that 

the new moon begins each month by comparing Psalms 81:3 and I 

Chronicles 23:31 with Numbers 10:10, 28:11, 29:1 and Leviticus 

23:24. 

 Writing for the Radio Church of God, Kenneth C. Hermann in 

"God's Sacred Calendar 1962-3" says: 

 

Rather than follow the God-given principles, the Roman calendar 

begins a new year in the dead of winter, its day in the middle of 

the night, and its months without reference to the moon. . . . 

God made His Calendar known to Israel when He brought them out of 

Egypt . . . .  Our notion has gone back to observing the very 

calendar which our ancestors used during their slavery in Egypt. 

 

 But isn't our calendar of Christian origin?  Doesn't it 

have the approval of almost all Christian sects?  History 

answers: 

 

Our (Roman) calendar is not Christian in origin.  It descends 

directly from the Egyptians, who originated the 12 month year, 

365 day system . . . .  From Journal of Calendar Reform," 

September 1953, footnote p. 128. 

 

Further study brings one to the realization that the entire Roman 

calendar is of pagan origin with the single exception of the 

seven-day-week feature . . . . 

 

 What happens on New Year's Eve?  Drunken orgies, kissing 

other men's wives (contrary to the 7th command), and if a person 

is "religious" perhaps he goes to "watch night" services.  



Watching for what?  The celebration begins after dark and reaches 

its intensity at midnight.  God's day begins at sunset -- not 

midnight.  See Genesis 1:5, 8, 13, 19, 23, 31.  Read also 

Leviticus 22:7 and 15:5 which show that sundown commences the new 

day. 

 New Year's Day is not celebrated at the right time of day 

or at the right time of year to be in agreement with God's 

calendar.  Some historians even say that April Fool's day used to 

be New Year's day -- "All Fools Day" from Encyclopedia of 

Religion.  This would make it closer to the true first day of the 

year which is in March or April.  Yet there are more important 

reasons to avoid this celebration.  It is known that New Year's 

Day dates from pagan Babylonia 2,000 years before Christ. 

 

The New Year's festivities that had originated in Babylon found 

their way to Greece and finally to Rome.  The Romans called it 

Saturnalia' . . .  a time of revellings, drinking bouts, orgies -

- finally ending in HUMAN SACRIFICE! 

 

The first day of the Saturnalia shifted during the lifetime of 

Rome . . . it began around the middle of December . . . and 

continued until January first.  In its midst was December twenty-

fifth, the day, as the Romans calculated, when the sun was at its 

lowest ebb . . . .   (E.W. Count's 4000 Years of Christmas, page 

28.)   . . . Caesar . . . instituted the New Year's festival on 

January first . . . .  He transferred to the first of January 

Saturnalia! (From "The Truth about New Year's!" by William H. 

Ellis -- Ambassador College reprint #830. 

 

 He goes on to show that the New Year's babe is Dionysus or 

Bacchus -- the Greek god of wine -- and that the white-haired old 

man (father time) is in reality the Greek god Cronos. 

 

The silent reaper' anciently reaped' little children in horrible 

episodes of mythical cannibalism!  This Greek rite of human 

sacrifice was adopted by ancient Rome, where human sacrifice was 

practiced at least until 300 A.D. 

 

 There is nothing in God's word even remotely connected with 

this type holiday with beginnings so completely foreign to God's 

instructions. 

 Julius Caesar gave us January 1 as New Year's Day.  The 

ancient Roman calendar was lunar, and began in March.  In 46 

B.C., Julius Caesar asked the astronomer Sosigenes to review the 

calendar and suggest ways for improving it.  Acting on Sosigenes' 

suggestions, Caesar ordered the Romans to disregard the moon for 

calculating their calendars, and instituted twelve non-lunar 

months of 31 and 30 days, escept for February which had 29 days, 

and 30 days every fourth year.  He moved the beginning of the 

year to January 1.  The Romans renamed Quintilis to honor Julius 

Caesar, giving us July.  The next month, Sextilis, was renamed 



August to honor the emperor Augustus.  Caesar Augustus moved a 

day from February to August to make August as long as July. 

 Says the World Book Encyclopedia, 

 

In Ancient Rome, the first day of the year was given over to 

honoring Janus, the god of gates and doors and of beginnings and 

endings.  The month of January was named after this god.  Janus 

had two faces, and looked both ahead and backward.  On the first 

day of the year, the Roman people looked back to what had 

happened during the past year and thought of what the coming year 

might bring.  Romans gave one another presents on New Year's Day.  

Many persons brought gifts to the Roman emperor and wished him 

good fortune.  At first the gifts were simply branches of bay and 

palm trees; but later more expensive presents were given. 

 

 Catholics followed the Julian Calendar, although for 

hundreds of years they observed the beginning of the year on 

March 25 (which was then spring equinox), and not on January 1 as 

Julius Caesar had instituted.  However, January 1 became a 

Catholic holiday, in 487 A.D., when it was declared the Feast of 

Circumcision (January 1 is 8 days after December 24).  The World 

Book Encyclopedia, article "New Year's Day," says, "At first, 

parties were not allowed on this day, because the pagans had 

followed that custom.  This was gradually changed, and 

celebrations could be held again." 

 Slight errors in the Julian Calendar pushed January 1 and 

the times of the equinoxes ahead a little bit over the centuries.  

Pope Gregary XIII in 1582, upon advice of astronomers, droped 10 

days from October of that year.  The day that would have been 

October 5, 1582, became October 15, restoring the next equinox to 

its proper date.  To correct the Julian Calendar's regular 

errors, the pope decreed that February would have an extra day 

(29 instead of 28 days) in centuries that could be divided by 400 

(such as 1600 and 2000), but not in other century years, such as 

1700, 1800 and 1900.  Catholics, who had followed the Julian 

Calendar, now followed the adjusted Julian Calendar, called the 

Gregorian Calendar.  Pope Gregory returned to observanc of 

January 1 as the beginning of the year.  Not until 1752 did 

Protestant England and America switch from a March 25 to a 

January 1 New Year. 

 Among the pagan customs of New Year's Day continued today 

is the tradition of making noise with firecrackers and/or 

gunshots at the beginning of the new year.  From ancient Babylon, 

India, China, Russia and Siam, new year's noisemaking was 

believed to frighten away evil spirits.  "New Year's Resolutions" 

comes from the ancient Roman custom of cleaning out one's chimney 

on New Year's Day to bring good luck and a fresh start. 

 

EPIPHANY (January 6) or Twelfth Night, Three Kings Day 

 

 This day according to Compton's Encyclopedia commemorates 

the showing of Christ to the Magi.  The Biblical justification, 



if any, would be the story found in Matthew 2.  This observance 

must be based on a December 25 birth.  We have already said that 

the Bible nowhere indicates the exact date of Christ's birth, but 

the indications are that it was in the fall. 

 The Encyclopedia of Religion ties this day to, 

 

 . . . the Sunday following the octave of Christmas . . . .  It 

was originally either a feast of Christ's baptism in the Jordan 

or of his birth at Bethlehem . . . .  The date may have at first 

been observed as a feast of the baptism of Christ among the 

second century Basilidian gnostics.  In the fourth century it was 

certainly a feast of the nativity of Christ . . . . 

 

 Part of the gnostic's belief is that this day is the day 

when the Phantoms entered Christ at His baptism. To literally 

believe this is to say that some spirit being (angel or demon?) 

possessed Christ and that He is not Christ but some other being.  

It is probably a perversion of the "baptism of the Holy Spirit" 

which occurred for Christ after baptism as an example for us and 

which occurs for true believers after the laying on of hands 

immediately following baptism. 

 

CANDLEMAS - February 2; Valentine's Day February 14; 

Festival of the Blessed Virgin Mary (BVM) 

 

 Forty days after December 24 is February 2, the Catholic 

holiday of Candlemas.  Because "The feast commemorates the 

purification of the BVM and the presentation of Christ in the 

Temple which took place, according to Luke 2:22-39, forty days 

after His birth, as the Jewish law required (Leviticus 12:1-4)" 

(Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church) this day must relate 

to the pagan celebrations of Valentine's Day and Christmas for 

there is no Biblical command to keep it.  One of the major means 

used by the Catholic Church for conversion of the pagan masses 

was to take pagan holidays and attach "Christian" meaning to 

them. 

 

Baronius states that it was instituted by Pope Gelasius (492-496 

A.D.) as a check to the heathen Festival of the Lupercalia 

(Encyclopedia of Religion & Ethics).  The transference of the 

Festival from 14th to 2nd February was due to the institution of 

the Festival of Christmas (q.v.) on December 25. 

 

 This day honors the Nimrod of Genesis 10:8-9.  Eventually 

God caused Shem to kill this despot for his evil anti-God ways.  

Other names for Nimrod was "Pan," "Baal," "Lupercus," and 

"Santus" or "Santa" meaning "Saint."  Hence "Saint Valentine's 

Day."  The heart, "bal" in Babylonian, became a symbol of Nimrod.  

He was the original "valentine."  It is said women lusted after 

him. 



 Why was February 14th chosen?  Let Dr. Herman L. Hoeh 

explain in "St. Valentine's day . . . "  (Reprint #240 Ambassador 

College) 

 

The Romans called the festival the Lupercalia.'  The custom of 

exchanging valentines and all the other traditions in honor of 

Lupercus -- the deified hero-hunter of Rome -- was also linked 

anciently with the pagan practice of teenagers going steady.'  It 

usually led to fornication.  Today, the custom of going steady' 

is thought very modern.  It isn't.  It is merely are birth of an 

old custom handed down from the Roman festival of the Lupercalia, 

celebrated in the month of February . . . .'  That's the 

admission of the Encyclopedia Americana, article, St. Valentine's 

Day.' . . .  Nimrod . . . was said to have been born at the 

winter solstice . . . on January 6 . . . .  Later . . . on 

December 25 and is now called Christmas . . . .  It was the 

custom . . . for the mother of a male child to present herself 

for purification on the fortieth day after the day of birth . . . 

.' 

 

 Forty days from the original day of January 6 is February 

15.  The celebration started the evening before.  This is how 

Valentine's day came to be observed on the 14th of February.  On 

that day Nimrod's mother, Semiramis, was supposedly purified and 

made the first appearance as the "mother and child."  The 

Encyclopedia Britannica indicates that Nimrod was also called 

"Cupid" which means desire.  Later on, Semiramis married this 

"Cupid" -- her own son Nimrod.  Nimrod is the "desire of women" 

found in Daniel 11:37. 

 Can you find these practices approved of in the Bible?  I 

Corinthians 6:18 answers part of the Valentine's and New Year's 

activities -- "Flee fornication . . . ."  The 7th Command as 

expanded by Christ in Matthew 5:27-28 should cause us to avoid 

many of the customs involved in this holiday. 

ST. PATRICK'S DAY (March 17) 

 

 This day is in honor of the patron saint of Ireland -- the 

man who introduced Catholic "Christianity" to that country.  

Perhaps this day would be better included with political 

observances for it has no real religious significance and 

certainly no Biblical justification for any other than the Irish.  

Those who observe it nowadays do so with an abundance of alcohol 

and wearing green. 

 

EASTER (and related holidays) 

 

 Compton's Encyclopedia defines the Easter related religious 

festivals as: 

 

Mardi Gras (French: Fat Tuesday)  In many Catholic countries, 

Lent is proceeded by a carnival season . . . . Elaborate pageants 



often close this season on Shrove Tuesday -- (the day before the 

beginning of Lent). 

 

Ash Wednesday -- First day of Lent . . . from the practice . . . 

of putting ashes on the foreheads of the faithful . . . to remind 

them that "man is but dust" and that he must do penance. 

 

Lent -- Period of forty days, not including Sundays, ending with 

Easter, observed in memory of the 40 days' fast of Christ in the 

desert. 

 

 Lent is nothing more than a continuation of a fast begun in 

Babylon over 4000 years ago.  Ezekiel 8:13-14 says "He said also 

unto me, Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater 

abominations that they do.  Then he brought me to the door of the 

Lord's house which was toward the north; and behold there sat 

women weeping for Tammuz."  Quoting Herman L. Hoeh in "Where Did 

God Command You to Observe Lent?" (Radio Church of God - 1957 

#142). 

 

They wept for Tammuz, the false Messiah of the Pagans!  That 

weeping preceded the pagan festival in honor of the supposed 

resurrection of Tammuz. Fasting was joined with weeping for a 

period of forty days before the festival in honor of Tammuz.  The 

period of weeping and semi-fasting fell during the springtime.  

That is why the word Lent means spring!'  Lent is a continuation 

of the pagan spring-time custom of abstaining from certain foods 

just prior to celebrating a fake resurrection!  And God calls 

LENT an ABOMINATION! 

 

Passion Sunday -- second Sunday before Easter. 

 

Palm Sunday -- Sunday before Easter.  " . . . celebrates the 

triumphant entry of Christ into Jerusalem.  Holy Week begins on 

this day."  The problem with this day is that it really occurred 

on a Thursday.  Proof of this is found on pages 160-163 of A 

Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English (First Edition) by Fred 

Coulter. 

 

Maundy Thursday -- Thursday before Easter.  " . . . is in memory 

of the Last Supper of Christ with his disciples."  The truth is 

that the Last Supper' was on a Tuesday evening. 

 

Good Friday -- Friday before Easter.  " . . . commemorates the 

Crucifixion."  The crucifixion really occurred on a Wednesday as 

shown in other writings. 

 

Easter -- "First Sunday after the first full moon after the 

vernal equinox." 

 

Ascension Day -- "Forty days after Easter" always the sixth 

Thursday after Easter.  This day celebrates "the withdrawal of 



Christ into Heaven, witnessed by the Apostles (Mark 16:19, Luke 

24:51, Acts 1:9.)" -- Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, 

article "Ascension of Christ, The."  This was kept "from the 

later years of the 4th cent." but is nowhere commanded in the 

Bible. 

 

Whitsunday  (Pentecost) -- "Fifty days after Easter." 

 

Whitmonday -- "The day after Whitsunday." 

 

Trinity Sunday -- "Sunday after Whitsunday." 

Corpus Christi -- "Thursday after Trinity Sunday" is 

 

A festival of the Roman Catholic Church in honor of the Eucharist 

. . . .  As early as Augustine's time . . . .  After the Council 

of Constance (1414-18) the popes took occasion by the 

amplification of indulgences to stimulate the zeal of the 

faithful still further . . . . "Corpus Christi" from Religious 

Encyclopedia. 

 

 Some confusion exists over the beginning of this day but it 

was not observed by the early church. 

 These days are all false -- not commanded by God -- some 

with their roots in pagan antiquity! 

 The resurrection was not on Sunday nor the crucifixion on 

Friday.  Therefore, these celebrations connected with Easter are 

not of God. 

 Mardi Gras is just plain debauchery!  Semi-nude women 

creating lust.  Too much alcohol and revelry.  All directed to 

pleasing the flesh just a few weeks before the most serious event 

in God's Holy Day season.  Then 40 days of semi-fasting to 

supposedly put one back into the mood for a false crucifixion and 

a false resurrection.  God instructs us to live righteously year-

around!  The Encyclopedia of Religion & Ethics says 

 

Joseph Addison, in the year 1684 or 1685, took part in another 

Shrove-tide custom at Lichfield Grammar School.  It was a custom 

practiced at Christmas and Shrove-tide, and links the 

Bacchanalian customs of Shrove-tide with the Saturnalian license 

of Christmas. 

 

 Like the rest, this celebration of pagans has been given 

"Christian" meaning as a pacifier of the masses. 

 "Easter" only appears once in the King James version in 

Acts 12:4 as a mistranslation.  It should read "Passover."  You 

can verify this yourself in your concordance.  The word "Easter" 

comes from "Astarte" -- a title for Beltis, queen of heaven, or 

"Istarte."  Astarte was the consort of Baal, the sun god.  Refer 

back to Valentine's Day to see who Baal was.  It is readily 

apparent that Astarte was none other than Baal's mother, 

Semiramis! 



 By now the reader should be realizing that all of this 

world's religious holidays have a pagan origin. 

 

HALLOWEEN, or Allhallows, Hallowmas or All Saint's Day 

 

 Evidently the Druids celebrated this day in honor of 

Samhain, Lord of the Dead.  This Samhain is also known as Saman 

or SATAN.  This celebration began long before Christ's time!  

Later on the Catholic Church picked this day to honor all of the 

various "saints" as there were not enough days for each one to 

have a separate day, hence the name "All Saint's Day." 

 Originally this day was to teach the false doctrine of the 

immortality of the soul.  In early Germany there was a custom of 

praying to the dead on this date.  This custom became the belief 

that those dead who had not quite made it could be helped to a 

higher heaven by the prayers of the living.  In other words, once 

dead, you really were not dead but waiting to be perfected before 

you could reach the final heaven and see the "beatific vision."  

Of course this is contrary to the Biblical teaching that the dead 

are really dead, awaiting one of the three resurrections. 

 The "trick or treat" practice of today comes from an old 

custom of buying off the demons so that they would not curse your 

next years' crop.  For further proof of the pagan background of 

this day see "Halloween Through Twenty Centuries," "The Book of 

Halloween" or "Halloween Where Did It Come From" (Ambassador 

College reprint #160). 

 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION (December 8) 

 

 God did not record Mary's birthday -- it is therefore 

impossible to know the exact date of her conception!  The idea 

that Mary was "immaculately conceived" is nothing but a figment 

of men's perverse reasoning.  See the Oxford Dictionary of 

Christian Church article "Immaculate Conception of the BVM" for 

proof. 

HANUKKAH (Feast of Lights) 

near winter solstice (December 21) 

 

 The New Century Dictionary says: 

 

The Feast of the Dedication, a Jewish festival commemorating the 

dedication of the new altar on the occasion of the purifying of 

the Temple at Jerusalem after its pollution by Antiochus 

Epiphanes . . . beginning of the 25th day of the month Kesleve, 

and lasting for eight days (mostly in December): called also 

Festival of Lights,' from the lights burned specially during this 

period. 

 

 Note that this is the day mentioned in John 10:22.  

Christ's presence on that day neither signifies approval nor 

disapproval.  However, the Encyclopedia of Religion says 

 



According to some historians, the origin of the festival is to be 

found in pagan festivals of light in midwinter.  The prayers for 

Hanukkah refer only to the victory, but in  practice the kindling 

of the lights is the main feature of the festival . . . .  It is 

nowadays customary for Hanukkah presents to be given to children. 

This practice if found in none of the early sources and seems 

certain to have been introduced to offset the giving of Christmas 

presents at this season of year. 

 

 The meaning of this feast as originally observed seems to 

have been replaced by the pagan practices associated with 

Christmas.  Note the similarities -- 8 days (the octave of 

Saturnalia), "festival of light" (rebirth of the sun), and gift 

giving. 

 

CHRISTMAS -- December 25 

 

 As alluded to earlier, this day does not really honor 

Christ's birth.  The real origins are the birth of Nimrod (Baal). 

Since Christ's time the Roman church "converted" a pagan holiday 

into a "Christian" holiday -- just like they did all of the other 

holidays.  It was a deliberate attempt to get away from God's 

Holy Days which were called "Jewish" days.  Note the clever 

transference.  The real New Year's day became April Fool's day.  

The Passover (Christ's death on a Wednesday) became Good Friday.  

Unleavened Bread became Holy Week and the resurrection -- not 

even commanded to be observed -- became Easter, a day originally 

observed in honor of Nimrod and Semiramis. 

 Then Christ's birth, another day without Biblical 

justification, became Christmas -- a day originally observed in 

honor of the birth of Nimrod.  The original "mother and child" 

was not Mary and Christ but rather Semiramis and Nimrod many 

centuries before Christ's birth.  This day was not celebrated by 

the early church!  Not observed in the Christian community until 

the 4th century and made official by the Roman Church "in the 5th 

century to be celebrated on the day of the old Roman feast of the 

birth of Sol . . . " per The Encyclopedia Americana. 

 Christmas relates back to the pagan Brumalia (December 25) 

after the Saturnalia (December 17-24 or the octave) and 

celebrates the shortest days of the year and the rebirth of the 

sun.  For a full explanation see "The Plain Truth about 

Christmas" from Ambassador College, which shows the pagan origins 

of Santa Claus, mistletoe, the Christmas tree (but note Jeremiah 

10:2-6), holly wreath and yule log.  If you are concerned about 

the gift-giving at this time of year just stop and think who the 

wise men gave their gifts to.  It was not to each other.  It is 

customary to give gifts when coming into the presence of a ruler. 

 

Conclusion 

 

 Now to directly answer our title question, "Should a 

Christian Observe this World's Holidays?" 



 Political holidays are not directly prohibited in the 

Bible. Depending on their nature there is evidence that some of 

these type of days were observed. 

 Special holidays, depending on how they are observed, can 

be either bad or good. 

 There are none of this world's religious holidays that a 

true Christian should observe.  He should rather observe God's 

Holy Days as outlined in Leviticus 23; Deuteronomy 16; Ezekiel 

20:12, 20; Exodus 31:13; and 34:18-23. 

 If you are keeping this world's holidays God is talking to 

you in Deuteronomy 12:30-31; Mark 7:7, 9, 13; Hosea 2:11, 13; 

Revelation 22:18-19 and Matthew 15:9.  "Come out of her, my 

people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive 

not of her plagues" -- 

Revelation 18:4.  Now would be a good time to review the 

preceding articles on the Holy Days to appreciate the simplicity 

and logic of God's plan for mankind. 

 

-- written by William B. Scherer, expanded by Richard C. Nickelsê 

 

 

Christmas Is NOT Christian 

 

It almost seems like a sacrilige for a professing Christian not 

to celebrate  Christmas.  After all, it is the celebration of the 

birth of the Messiah, isn't it?   There is much goodwill in the 

"spirit of the season," isn't there?  Let us examine the history 

and myths surrounding the world-wide phenomenon of Christmas. 

 

 "If all our festival days had to be given up except one, it 

is quite probable that the voices of children would mingle with 

those of adults and sound forth in a mighty chorus in favor of 

retaining Christmas"  Herbert H. Wernecke, Christmas Customs 

Around the World, page 11.  Christmas is the main holiday, not 

only of the professing Christian world, but also of many other 

non-Christian peoples.  Strange as it may seem, Christmas is not 

in the Bible, was not observed by most professing Christians 

until four centuries after Jesus' death, and would have been 

forbidden in early New Testament times.  Christmas is at least 

2,000 years older than the birth of the Jesus, our true Messiah! 

 

Mesopotamia is the very ancient Mother of Civilization.  

Christmas began there, over four thousand years ago, as the 

festival which renewed the world for another year.  The twelve 

days' of Christmas; the bright fires and probably the Yule log; 

the giving of presents; the carnivals with their floats, their 

merrymaking and clownings, the mummers who sing and play from 

house to house; the feastings; the church processions with their 

lights and song -- all these and more began there centuries 

before Messiah was born (Earl W. Count, 4,000 Years of Christmas, 

page 18). 

 



December 25 Not Christ's Birth 

 

 There are several reasons why December 25 could not be date 

of birth of Christ: 

 (1) Shepherds do not tend their flocks by night in 

Bethlehem, for it is too cold.  Shepherds take in their flocks 

before the end of October.  Adam Clarke says, 

It was a custom among Jews to send out their sheep tot he 

deserts, about the Passover [early spring], and bring them home 

at the commencement of the first rain . . . [in] October or 

November . . . .  as these shepherds had not yet brought home 

their flocks, it is a presumptive argument that October had not 

yet commenced, and that, consequently, our Savior was not born on 

the twenty-fifth of December, when no flocks were out in the 

fields . . . the flocks were in still in the fields by night.  On 

this very ground the nativity in December should be given up 

(Clarke's Commentary, vol 3, p. 370). 

 

 (2) Roman taxations usually took place at the end of the 

harvest, in September or October. 

 (3) Travel was so hard in the winter season that Jesus 

warned His people to pray that their flight at the end of the age 

would not be in winter, Matthew 24:20.   

 (4) We know the birthdates of Caesars and Pharaohs 

(birthday celebrations in Egypt can be documented back to the 

13th Century B.C.), but there is not one mention in the Bible nor 

in early church literature defining the date of Christ's birth.  

God did not want us to know the date Christ was born, otherwise, 

He would have told us when it was!  Obviously, it was never God's 

intention for Christ's birthday to be celebrated!  We do, 

however, celebrate Christ's death, annually at the Christian 

Passover ceremony. 

 (5) In A.D. 274, Emperor Aurelian chose December 25 for 

the date of a pagan festival in Rome, as the birthday of the 

unconqured sun, natalis solis invicti, which at the winter 

solstice begins again to show an increase in light. 

 (6) Pope Liberius of Rome, in 354 A.D., ordered December 

25th observed from that time forward as the birthday of Christ, 

which was a Catholic substitution for the pagan Roman Saturnalia 

festival on nearly the same date.  Liberius chose the date 

"because the people of Rome already observed it as the Feast of 

Saturn, celebrating the birthday of the Sun" according to The 

World Book Encyclopedia. 

 Christmas was celebrated in Rome as early as 336.  Julius 

I, Bishop of Rome, was said to have kept in 350.  Tradition says 

Christ's birth was kept as early as 98 A.D., and was ordered to 

be observed as a solemn feast by Telesphorus, Bishop of Rome, in 

137.  Another source says Julius Sextus Africanus (historian who 

lived in Alexandria, Egypt) was the first person to specify 

December 25 as the Savior's birthday, in 225 (or 221) A.D.  He 

selected the winter solstice through his assocation with pagan 

winter solstice practices. 



 (7) Christmas as December 25 coincides with pagan 

festivals such as the Roman Saturnalia.  The Persians observed 

the winter solstice by a feast revering the sun, kindling great 

fires to Mithra, their god of light, while Teutonic tribes of 

northern Europe honored Woden (Odin) by consuming quantities of 

food and drink during their yuletide season, the time of the 

rebirth of the sun. 

 

Christmas was not among the earliest festivals of the Church.  

Irenaues and Tertullian omit it from their lists of feasts . . . 

the first evidence of the feast is from Egypt . . . .  Pagan 

customs centering around the January calends gravitated to 

Christmas (Catholic Encyclopedia, article "Christmas"). 

 

Certain it is that the winter solstice, which the ancients 

erroneously assigned to the twenty-fifth of December, was 

celebrated in antiquity as the birthday of the Sun . . . .  Our 

Christmas festival is nothing but a continuation under a 

Christian name of this old solar festival; for the ecclesiastical 

authorities saw fit, about the end of the third or the beginning 

of the fourth century, arbitrarily to transfer the nativity of 

Christ . . . to the twenty-fifth of December, for the purpose of 

diverting to their Lord the worship which the heathen had 

hitherto paid on that day to the sun (James G. Frazer, The Golden 

Bough, page 633). 

 

January 6 Not Christ's Baptism 

 

 In the eastern part of the Roman empire, a festival 

developed called Epiphany (from the Greek epiphaneia, meaning 

manifestation).  It began at least as early as 200 A.D., and 

became more prevalent in the latter part of the Fourth Century, 

A.D.  Epiphany celebrated both the birth and baptism of Jesus.  

Though Epiphany as the birth and baptism of Jesus appears to have 

earlier support than December 25, gradually in the West and most 

parts of the empire, Christmas (December 25) became the preferred 

celebration for the physical birth of Jesus, while Epiphany 

became only a celebration of the baptism of Jesus, His spiritual 

birth.  In 381, Gregory of Nazianzus called Epiphany the festival 

of lights, in commemoration of the baptism of Christ, the true 

light.  The Britannica speculates that the introduction of 

Christmas as the birth of Jesus may well have been connected with 

the struggle of Trinitarians against the Arians, who denied 

Christ's divinity.  Today, only the Armenian Catholics continue 

to observe the nativity on January 6. 

 Twelfth Night, another name for Epiphany, is traditionally 

the time for Christmas decorations to come down.  

 

Mass of Christ Is Idolatry 

 

 Christmas gets its name from the Latin Christes Masse, or 

the Mass of Christ.  The French call Christmas Noel, the 



Scaninavians Yulen Jul, the Italians Natale, and the Germans 

Weihnacht.  By celebrating the "Mass" of Christ, one is openly 

supporting the authority of the Roman Catholic Church, and its 

pagan Mass. 

 What is a Roman Catholic Mass? 

 

The Sacrifice of the Mass is really the holy and living 

representation and at the same time the unbloody and efficacious 

oblation of the Lord's Passion [suffering] and that blood-stained 

sacrifice which was offered for us on the cross (The Catholic 

Encyclopedia, page 375). 

 

 In the mass, Jesus is considered to be both the priest and 

the victim, represented by the Catholic priest who offers Him as 

a sacrifice over and over again, each time the mass is performed.  

As the supposed mediator between God and man, the priest believes 

he has the power to change the bread and wine into Jesus' literal 

flesh and blood (the miracle of "transubstantiation"), consumed 

by the people.  For more information on the ungodly idolatry of 

the Catholic ceremonies, please read Babylon Mystery Religion, by 

Ralph Woodrow. 

 

Feast of Sol 

 

 Roman feast of the sun-god, at the time of the winter 

solstice.  Also called, Natalis invicti solis, or "birthday of 

the unconquered sun."  Says Frazer, "The largest pagan religious 

cult which fostered the celebration of December 25 as a holiday 

throughout the Roman and Greek worlds was the pagan sun worship -

- Mithraism . . .   This winter festival was called the Nativity' 

-- the Nativity of the SUN'," Golden Bough, p. 471. 

 The Catholic Encyclopedia says, "The well-known solar feast 

of Natalis Invicti," the Nativity of the Unconqured Sun, 

"celebrated on 25 December, has a strong claim on the 

responsibility for our December date," volume 3, page 727, 

article, "Christmas."  Some thought that Jesus was Sol, the sun-

god.  "Tertullian had to assert that Sol was nto the Christians' 

God; Augustine denounced heretical identification of Christ with 

Sol.  Pope Leo I bitterly reproved solar survivals -- Christians, 

on the very doorstep of the Apostles' basilica, turning to adore 

the rising sun," Ibid.   

 

Mistletoe 

 

 The "Golden Bough" of classical legend, mistletoe was 

gathered by Druids and Norsemen with great ceremony and hung in 

their homes.  Mistletoe was thought to be sacred with miraculous 

powers.  Its berries, produced in the winter, were thought to be 

a sex stimulant.  Kissing under the mistletoe began as part of 

the Celtic Midsumer Eve ceremony in which men would kiss each 

other as a display of their homosexuality, and was later expanded 

to include both sexes.  Some historians believe mistletoe kissing 



is even more ancient, from temple prostitution and sexual license 

that was most prolific during the Roman Saturnalia. 

 

Green Boughs 

 

 Romans ornamented their temples and homes with green boughs 

during winter solstice season.  Greens have been used in homes as 

symbols of the earth's fertility and eternal life since ancient 

pagan days.  Teutonic peoples believed that certain greens could 

frighten away evil spirits. 

 

Holly 

 

 Used by Saxons, along with ivy and bay, holly's green 

leaves and red berries were thought in medieval times to be 

protection against witchcraft and the evil eye, and a good-luck 

charm for men.  Wreaths of holly and/or other evergreen boughs 

(such as laurel) are round to symbolize the returning sun at the 

winter solstice, and depict the sun's returning victory over 

darkness and death.  Holly berries were considered sacred to the 

sun-god. 

 

Yule Log 

 

 Burning yule log was part of sun-worship. "Yule" may come 

from the Scandinavian word rol, which means "wheel," a pagan 

symbol of the sun. This may in turn be derived from the Chaldean 

Eol, which means "infant," or "little child." Syrian and Egyptian 

sun worshippers would retire to their shrines on December 25, and 

at midnight come out with a loud cry, "The Virgin has brought 

forth!  The light is waxing!" (see James Frazer, The Golden 

Bough, page 416).  The Norse winter solstice festival was called 

Jol (pronounced "Yol"), which may be the origin of our word 

"jolly."  The ashes of the yule log, kept through the year, were 

supposed to protect the house from fire and lightning, and to 

have the power of healing wounds and making fields and animals 

fertile. A piece of the old log was saved and used to light next 

year's yule log.  The yule log represents the dead Nimrod, 

deified as the sun-god, cut down by his enemies, but come to life 

again.  This identifies the "yuletide season" as the birthday of 

the counterfeit Babylonian Messiah, Nimrod.  Christmas candles 

trace back to the burning yule log and the reincarnation of 

Nimrod in Tammuz.  Yule log customs continue today in various 

part of America.  Among colonial planters in Virginia and 

Maryland, the Negro slaves searched for the largest water-soaked 

logs, since it was believed that Christmas festivities continue 

as long as the burning log is kept glowing. 

 According to Venerable Bede, the Anglo-Saxon church 

historian, ancient Anglo-Saxons called the night of December 24 

to 25 Modranecht, meaning "Mother's night," for it involved 

ceremonies relating to the "rebirth" of the sun.  At the time of 

the winter solstice, a feast dedicated to Thor, called Giul was 



held.  This is from a word meaning "ale," and may have been later 

corrupted to Yule.  The old Yule season lasted 20 days in all, 12 

after and 8 before Modranecht.  Today, it is still considered bad 

luck to take down the holly, mistletoe and other Yuletide 

decorations until the "Twelfth Night" after Christmas.   

 

Christmas Fires and Candles 

 

 Lighting of fires and candles was a pagan custom of 

Saturnalia.  As a pagan belief, fire was thought to encourage the 

waning sun-god as he reached the lowest place in the southern 

skies.  Romans fastened candles to their Saturnalia tree, 

indicating the sun's return to the earth. 

 

Christmas Ham 

 

 Ham is eaten at Christmas (and Easter) because Tammuz (the 

sun deity Adonis) was thought to have been killed by a boar.  

Alexander Hislop, in The Two Babylons, shows that the boar slain 

at Christmas time represented ancient Nimrod.  After his death, 

his wife Semiramis gave birth to a child, Tammuz, which she 

claimed to be Nimrod reincarnated. Tradition says that Nimrod was 

so evil that his great-uncle Shem ordered his execution. The 

great hunter and empire builder Nimrod (Genesis 10:8-12) had been 

a mighty one, worshipped by his followers as the sun. Since the 

sun "dies" at the winter solstice, the boar's head was eaten on 

the eve (beginning) of December 25, signifying the death of the 

old sun, and the new sun Tammuz returns. 

 In memory, pagans sacrificed and ate swine at the 

Saturnalia and other times.  The entire animal was cooked, often 

served with an apple or pomegranate in its mouth, a custom which 

still prevails in England and parts of Europe.  In St. Louis, 

Missouri, the ham is especially prized during the Christmas 

season.  For over 3,000 years, it has been common among pagans to 

kill and eat a pig at their winter festival of the return of the 

sun in late December. 

 What God thinks of eating swine's flesh is clearly shown in 

Isaiah 65:1-7, 66:17. 

 

Christmas Cookies 

 

 Christmas cookies are traceable to the cakes made to the 

Queen of Heaven (Semiramis), Jeremiah 44:19.  Round cakes were 

made for the Saturnalia and Brumalia to symbolize the sun. 

 

Brumalia 

 

 A pagan Roman festival of December 25, the word brumalia 

means "winter solstice."  Legend has it that Romulus, the founder 

of Rome, instituted the winter solstice festival under the name 

of brumalia. 

 



Saturn Worship 

 

 Roman god, equivalent to the Greek Cronus or Kronos, a god 

of the harvest, and ruler of the world in its Golden Age.  During 

Saturnalia, the festival in honor of Saturn, the Golden Age 

suposedly returned to the earth.  Kronos, or Saturn, is usually 

shown as a bent old man with a scythe in one hand.  In the other 

hand, he holds a serpent which bites its own tail.  The mythology 

of Kronos is clearly shown in popular "New Year's" myths today of 

"Father Time." 

 

Saturnalia 

 

 The most popular ancient Roman festival was Saturnalia.  It 

was dedicated to the "god" Saturn, distinguished by holly and the 

interchange of presents between friends, and adapted by nominal 

Christians from the Pagans.  Saturnalia began on December 17, and 

lasted seven days, through December 23 or 24.  On the first day, 

public religious ceremonies honoring Saturn took place.  On the 

second day, many families offered sacrifices of a young pig.  A 

boar's head was served with an apple or orange in its mouth.  

Plum pudding, mince pies, and decorated sweets and cookies for 

deserrt were served.  It was the gayest holiday festival of the 

Roman year, and marked by ease of moral restrictions and a Mardi 

gras-like madness.  Homes were decorated with greenery and 

lights.  Schools observed holidays and all public business 

stopped, including the courts.  Families held gatherings and 

banquets, and even Roman slaves were free to attend the festival. 

The name "Saturn" meant "abundance," and Saturnalia festivities 

had abundant feastings. 

 The last days of Saturnalia were spent visiting and 

exchanging presents.  Some of the gifts were wax candles and 

little clay images or dolls,  called sigillaria (little images).  

It is interesting that the word "doll" in our language may have 

been derived from the word "idol."  Some historians believe that 

these dolls represented original human sacrifices once offered to 

Saturn (see Encyclopedia Britannica, 11th edition, article 

"Saturnalia"), and that the Greeks and Romans gave the name of 

Cronus and Saturn to a cruel Phoenician baal, to whome children 

were sacrificed at Carthage.  This makes it grisly to think that 

the original "Christmas" was, as it is today, "just for kids." 

 Saturnalia continued to be observed as late as the 4th or 

5th centuries A.D.  Symphosius, Latin writer of that period, 

wrote 100 three-hexameter riddles for the Saturnalia. 

 According to the Encyclopedia Britannica, article "Saturn," 

the influence of Saturnalia "is still felt throughout the western 

world . . . .  The influence of the Saturnalia upon the 

celebrations of Christmas and New Year has been direct."  In the 

Britannica article on "Christmas," we are told that "both 

Christmas and Epiphany, which falls 12 days later on January 6, 

are transformed pagan celebrations of the winter solstice, and so 



closely linked that their origins cannot be discussed 

separately." 

 

Worship of Mithra 

 

 Collier's Encyclopedia, article "Christmas," brings out 

another aspect of Christmas: 

 

The choice of December 25 was probably influenced by the fact 

that on this day, the Romans celebrated the Mithraic feast of the 

Sun God (natalis solis invicti) and that the Saturnalia also came 

at this time. 

 

 The worship of Mithra was especially popular with the Roman 

legions.   Mithra means "friend," or "dead ruler."  Originating 

in Persia, the Mithra cult found its way to Asia Minor, Syria, 

Palestine, Rome, and many parts of the Roman empire, during the 

time of the emperors.  Frazer in The Golden Bough reports that 

"Mithra was regularly identified by his worshipers with the sun, 

the unconquered sun, as they called him; hence, his nativity also 

fell on the 25th of December."  Mithra worshipers were called 

"soldiers of the faith," and invincible just like the sun, hence, 

its wide appeal to soldiers.  Thus, it is not surprising that 

Emperor Constantine, a sun worshiper and soldier himself, had a 

supposed vision with the sun and the sign of the cross, telling 

him "in hoc signo vinces (in this sign conquer)."  Constantine 

led the merger of pagan Mithraism with nominal Christianity to 

produce a most unholy mixture. 

 Mithra worship became a competitor and close counterfeit of 

apostate Christianity for the number one religion of the decadent 

Roman Empire.  In fact, Mithraism actually did win out, for 

Mithraic practices, masqueraded as Christianity, became the 

dominant religion of the western world. 

 

 . . . [Mithras was] the creator and orderer of the universe, 

hence a manifestation of the creative Logos or Word.  Seeing 

mankind afflicted by Ahriman, the cosmic power of darkness, he 

incarnated on earth.  His birth on 25 December was witnessed by 

shepherds.  After many deeds he held a last supper with his 

disciples and returned to heaven.  At the end of the world he 

will come again to judge resurrected mankind and after the last 

battle, victorious over evil, he will lead the chosen ones 

through a river of fire to a blessed immortality (Mystery 

Religions in the Ancient World, page 99). 

 

 Mithra worship, the unconquered sun god, has been 

victorious.  It is no wonder that the Apostle Paul warned the 

Corinthians about false apostles, "for Satan himself is 

transformed into an angel of light" II Corinthians 11:14. 

 

Protestants and Xmas 

 



 Christmas was outlawed in England from 1647 to 1660, under 

Oliver Cromwell.  Catholic King Charles II re-established 

Christmas in England in 1660. 

 In 1620, the first December 25 was spent by the Pilgrims in 

the New World felling trees "in order to avoid any frivolity on 

the day sometimes called Christmas."  William Bradford, second 

governor of Plymouth Bay Colony, told his officers:  "We must 

take the sternest measures against this popish day."   On May 11, 

1659, the Massachusetts colonial legislature passed a law fining 

anyone caught celebrating Christmas:  The law read, "Whosoever 

shall be found observing any such day as Christmas and the like, 

either by forbearing of labor, feasting, or any other way . . . 

shall pay for each offense five shillings."  The purpose of the 

law was "for preventing disorders . . . (by) observing such 

festivals as were superstitiously kept in other countries to the 

great dishonor of God and the offense of others." Though repealed 

in 1681,  public schools remained open in Boston on December 25 

until 1870. 

 German and Irish Catholics were largely responsible for 

bringing the tree and other Christmas customs to America during 

the great migrations of the 1800's.  By 1836,  Christmas was a 

legal holiday in Alabama.  Georgia folowed in 1856. 

 The first real "German" celebration of Christmas in America 

was kept by Hessian mercenaries of the British army at Trenton, 

New Jersey in December, 1776, when on Christmas eve, while the 

Germans were in a drunken stupor (a Christmas custom followed by 

many today, patterned after the Roman Saturnalia), General George 

Washington and other revolutionaries crossed the Delaware River 

and at dawn on Christmas day routed the bleary Hessians.  

Washington's disregard of Christmas led to the victory of 

colonial forces over the British. 

 

Birthdays 

 

 It is neither a Jewish nor a Christian custom to observe 

birthdays with great fanfare and celebration: 

 

The day [of Christmas] was not one of the early feasts of the 

Christian church.  In fact the observance of birthdays was 

condemned as a heathen custom repugnant to Christians.  The 

American Book of Days, by George W. Douglas, p. 658. 

 

 The early Catholic "father," Origen (ca. 200), acknowledged 

that  

 

In the Scriptures, no one is recorded to have kept a feast or 

held a great banquet on his birthday.  It is only sinners [like 

Pharaoh and Herod, Genesis 40:20, Matthew 14:6, Mark 6:21] who 

make great rejoicings over the day in which they were born into 

this world" (Catholic Encyclopedia, article "Natal Day"). 

 



 Origin said it was sinful to keep Christ's birthday like 

pagan festivals, "as though he [Christ] were a King Pharaoh."  

Gregory of Nazianzus (d. 389) denounced the intermingling of 

pagan and Christian elements in Christmas, warning against 

excessive indulgence in feasting, dancing and dressing in 

grotesque costumes of animal skins. 

  Professing Christians have forgotten the Passover, as the 

annual memorial of the death of our Savior for our sins.  

Instead, they have appropriated the pagan Christmas as the birth 

of the Babylonian false Messiah. 

 

Exchanging Gifts at Saturnalia 

and Christmas 

 

 An important part of pagan Roman festival of Saturnalia 

(Romans also exchanged gifts at the new year), gift-giving was 

frowned upon by the early Church for hundreds of years.  Gift-

giving in the United States was not a custom until the 19th 

century.  The wise men did not exhange gifts among themselves; 

they presented gifts to Jesus sometime after His birth, when He 

and Mary and Joseph were in a house, Matthew 2:11.  The only 

place in the Bible where we find the masses exchanging gifts is 

in celebration of the death of the Two Witnesses, at the end of 

the age,  Revelation 11:10.  However, their joy will be short-

lived, for the merchants of the earth, who have fostered sales of 

merchandise through Christmas gift-giving promotions, shall, as 

part of Babylon, be destroyed, Revelation 18:10-24. 

 

The interchange of presents between friends is alike 

characteristic of Christmas and the Saturnalia, and must have 

been adopted by Christians from the Pagans, as the admonition of 

Tertullian plainly shows (Bibliotheca Sacra, volume 12, pages 

153-155). 

 

Public Holidays 

 

 Rome's festivals of the official calendar were civic 

holidays, and keeping the feasts was required by patriotism.  

Holidays which once were mainly religious gradually became 

secular, much as today. 

 

Santa Claus 

 

 Santa Claus supplants the Christ-child as the central 

person of Christmas.  "Santa Claus" may be a corruption of the 

name "St. Nicholas," a supposed Roman Catholic Bishop of Myra, in 

Asia Minor, who may have lived in the 4th Century.  More churches 

have been named after Nicholas than any of the apostles.  St. 

Nicholas is the patron saint of Russia and Greece.  In spite of 

Roman Catholic tradition, there is no real proof that an 

historical St. Nicholas (St. Nick) ever existed.  Philip Revzin 

in The Wall Street Journal (December 22, 1986), writes that 



"virtually nothing is known for sure about the original Nicholas 

of Myra." 

 Dutch settlers brought the idea of a gift-bringing 

Christmas patron of children to New Amsterdam (New York City) 

during the 17th Century.  Dutch children shortened "Nicholas" to 

"Claus," and the Spanish influence in the Netherlands changed 

"Saint" to "Santa."  Christmas in Holland is still celebrated on 

December 6, the supposed day of St. Nicholas' death.  French 

children call Santa Pere Noel, while German children call him 

Kris Kringle, Scandinavians Yule Tomten, Italians Lady Befana, 

while Finnish children see their holiday patron as a goat! 

 Dutch seamen are supposed to have carried the tradition of 

Nicholas' generosity to Europe, as a result of which Dutch 

children received presents on December 6.  St. Nicholas was 

traditionally represented as a beared saint riding a white horse 

and carrying a basket of gifts for good children, and birch rods 

for naughty ones.  The Dutch Americans transformed him into a 

chubby cheer-bringer.  Washington Irving in 1809 pictured Santa 

Claus as a jolly, chubby fellow riding through the air in a 

sleigh drawn by reindeer.  Dr. Clement C. Moore in his 1822, 

poem, "A Visit from St. Nicholas," published in 1823 in the Troy, 

New York Sentinel, enshrined the present form and spirit of Santa 

Claus.  Finally, in 1863, cartoonist Thomas Nast, in Harper's 

Illustrated Weekly, gave the white-bearded gentleman his red, 

fur-trimmed coat.  Myth transferred into modern commercialism, 

Santa Claus' popularity among Christ-rejecting multitudes is 

assured. 

 Called by many different names, various customs and 

traditions evolved into the modern Santa Claus from Odin or 

Saturn, the sun-god.    Santa, like Odin, has a home far away in 

Heaven or the North Pole (God's throne is in the north, Psalm 

48:1-2, Job 26:7), he comes on horseback or in a sleigh driven by 

reindeer, he is associated with fire, by entering the house by 

the chimney or leaving gifts by the hearth (since he is a sun-

god).  Odin, the gift-giver, is re-incarnated in today's Santa 

Claus. 

 

St. Nicholas, bishop of Myra, a saint honored by the Greeks and 

Latins on the 6th of December . . . .  A legend of his 

surreptitious bestowal of dowries on the three daughters of an 

impoverished citizen . . . is said to have originated the old 

custom of giving presents in secret on the Eve of St. Nicholas 

[December 6], subsequently transferred to Christmas day.  Hence 

the association of Christmas with Santa Claus  (Encyclopaedia 

Britannica, 11th edition, volume 19, pages 648-649). 

 

 Throughout the year, parents punish their children for 

telling lies.  Then, at Christmas time, they tell the lie of 

Santa Clause to their own children.  It is no wonder they grow up 

questioning what their parents told them about God as well.  "Old 

Nick" is a term for the devil, the father of lies.  That is what 

Santa Claus really represents. 



 

Christmas Tree  

 

 Since evergreen trees do not lose all their leaves and 

become brown (symbolic of death), they were revered and 

worshipped by pagans, as symbolic of immortality and fertility.  

Perhaps the first decorating of an evergreen tree was done by 

pagans to honor the god Adonis, who after being slain was brought 

back to life by the serpent Aesculapius.  Around the stump of the 

dead tree (the slain god) coiled the snake Aesculapius, symbol of 

restoring life (but, in the Bible, the serpent signifies Satan 

the devil, Genesis 3, Revelation 12:9).  From the roots of the 

dead tree came a different tree -- an evergreen tree symbolic to 

pagans of a god who cannot die.  In Egypt, this god was 

worshipped in a palm tree as Baal-Tamar.  Egyptians brought the 

green date palms indoors, for they signified to them life 

triumphant over death.  The Romans worshipped the fir tree as the 

same newborn god Baal-Berith, restored to life by the same 

serpent, and a feast was held in honor of him on December 25th 

called the "Birthday of the unconquered Sun."  Romans trimmed 

trees with trinkets and toys during Saturnalia. 

 Again, all this pagan symbolism shows that the "sacred" 

tree simply represents Nimrod, who was executed, or cut down, by 

Shem (Noah's son) for his apostasy against the Almighty.  And, 

the new tree growing from the stump represents Tammuz, the 

supposed rebirth of Nimrod. 

 Catholic St. Boniface in the 8th century completed the 

catholic conquest of Germany by dedicating the fir tree to the 

Holy Child to replace the sacred oak of Odin.  Martin Luther, 

strolling home on a clear, star-lit Christmas Eve, was "inspired" 

to cut a tall evergreen, place lighted candles on it to symbolize 

the stars and gave it to his children.  While lighted and 

decorated trees date centuries earlier, Luther made the decorated 

Christmas tree popular.  German settlers brought the tree custom 

to Pennsylvania in the 17th century, while German-born Prince 

Albert introduced it to England in 1841, a year after his 

marriage to Queen Victoria.  Possibly the first Christmas tree in 

a church in America was provided by Pastor Henry Schwan, in 1851 

at Cleveland, Ohio. 

 In numerous Bible passages, the "green" tree is associated 

with false worship and idolatry:  Deuteronomy 12:2, I Kings 

14:22-23, II Kings 16:1-4, 17:9-10, II Chronicles 28:4, Isaiah 

57:3-5, Jeremiah 2:20, 3:6,13, 17:1-2, and Ezekiel 6:13.  The 

aserah, or "groves," followed the practice of the pagan 

Canaanites, who cut branches of a live tree, and carved it into a 

phallic symbol and worshiped it.  Obelisks and church steeples of 

today are a continuation of this pagan fertility sex worship.  

Such false worship was one of the primary reasons why the Eternal 

evicted the ten northern tribes of Israel from the Promised Land, 

and send them captive to Assyria, II Kings 17, especially verses 

10-12.  Just as the Almighty in old times was angry when His 

people followed the ways of the heathen, so today, He is angry at 



those who mix paganism and the laws of God.  Judgment and 

captivity awaits our people, part of modern Israel, unless they 

repent of following heathen customs. 

 Jeremiah 10:1-5 may refer to an ancient pagan practice 

similar to today's Christmas tree. 

 

The Christmas tree is from Egypt, and its origin dates from a 

period long anterior to the Christian Era (Frederick J. Haskins, 

Answers to Questions). 

 

 Professing Christians today do not worship the Christmas 

tree, but they have continued the same pagan customs of sun 

worshippers who did indeed worship the evergreen tree as symbolic 

of their immortal sun-god.  God says not to follow pagan 

practices,   Herbert Wernecke, in Christmas Customs Around the 

World, says that the Christmas tree is the "center of holiday 

observance" (page 20).  Take away the Christmas tree (and the 

associated greenery and lights), and the customs and traditions 

of Christmas would be greatly diminished.  Although professing 

Christians claim that the Christmas tree represents immortality 

and Christ, the "light of the world," our Savior is definitely 

not pleased. 

 Sheryl Ann Karas, author of The Solstice Evergreen:  The 

History, Folklore and Origins of the Christmas Tree,  tells of 

her fascination with the "magic" of the Christmas tree, and shows 

why the tree is so universally admired and adored.  The warmth of 

friends, exchanging of gifts with friends, beautiful light of the 

decorated tree create an aura which is irresitible (in spite of 

the fact Karas is a Jew and was denied celebration of Christmas 

when she was a child).  In typical New Age fashion, Karas 

relishes in the pagan underpinnings for our modern Christmas tree 

customs: 

 

The evergreen played an influential role in the spiritual life of 

early societies throughout the world . . . . veneration of the 

tree dates from at least 4000 years before Christ.  Its pervasive 

symbolism was central to primitive cosmologies, the beliefs about 

the universe which laid the foundation for every major religion, 

including Christianity . . . . Many people like to de-emphasize 

our pagan heritage . . . . Yet paganism is  . . . part of our 

spiritual past.  In the case of the Christmas Tree, this 

knowledge can enrich the celebration of the ritual for even the 

most fundamentalist Christians and revitalize the winter holidays 

for those who are not (pages 4-5). 

 

 Why did the pagans so revere the tree, especially the 

evergreen tree?  After three years of detailed research, Karas 

was able to trace the Christmas tree back to the Garden of Eden.   

Sinful, degenerate man rebelled against God, and the most common 

deities in pagan religions were the "trinity" of the Sun God, the 

Mother Earth, and the Sky Spirit.  The earth being the temple of 

the sun, pagan gods and goddesses were worshipped outdoors in 



naturally protected spots such as under trees.  These groves, or 

"high places" forbidden in the Bible acted as sanctuaries, much 

like modern churches and cathedrals.  They were held to be sacred 

places, and it was considered sacreligious to break a branch or 

cut down one of the trees in such a sacred grove.  Trees were 

held to be houses of spirits, and if a tree was cut, it was 

believed that the spirit would die.  Evergreens came to be most 

revered, from the Cedars of Lebanon to the Cypress and Pine of 

China.  Evergreens symbolized to pagans eternal life, the belief 

that life would continue forever.  Numerous myths and legends 

attest to a common pagan belief that man either came from a tree, 

or his spirit returns to a tree upon death.  Thus, the evergreen 

is a common pagan symbol of rebirth and eternal life.  The Tree 

of Life from the Garden of Eden was rejected by Adam and Eve, and 

their posterity ever since has yearned to return to that garden 

and eat of that tree, and live forever.  That is why the tree is 

the central part of the worship of nature religions.  That is why 

the Christmas tree lives on with universal appeal. 

 

Dionysus 

 

 The myth of Dionysus has many parallels with that of Jesus 

(and/or common ideas of Jesus).  He was the son of Zeus and a 

mortal woman Semele.  He was supposedly born on December 25.  He 

became god of wine and perfomed miracles such as turning water 

into wine.  He was ambushed and killed by Titans, who tore his 

body apart.  However, Dionysus was resurrected and/or rose to 

heaven on March 25.  When the pruned grape vine comes back to 

life in the spring, it was celebrated by the Greeks as the 

resurrection of Dionysus.  During the processional, a baby, 

representing the newly reborn god, was carried in a place of 

honor.  Then, the wild frenzied Bacchanalian rites began, with 

drinking large quantities of wine and wild orgies.  The Delphic 

oracle commanded the Corinthians to worship the pine tree along 

with Dionysus, and images of Dionysus were made of pine wood, 

along with Bacchinalian celebrations with pine torches, and pine 

cones (symbolic of fertility).  This counterfeit Messiah 

tradition became melded with nominal Christianity. 

 

The Tree and the Cross 

 

 Faced with such a prevalent tradition of universal 

adoration and worship of the tree, the Catholic Church 

transformed tree worship to worship of the cross, the "tree" upon 

which the Savior was slain.  Just as the tree was the passageway 

into paradise and eternal life for the ancients, apostate 

Christianity made the cross the object of worship, and the 

pathway to eternal life.  Over a period of 500 years, Catholic 

conversion of Europe was accompanied by woodcutters who put the 

axe to the sacred groves of the Teutons.  What rituals could not 

be suppressed, were re-interpreted and incorporated into the 



supposed Christian faith.  And yet, changed in form, but not in 

substance, the adoration and reverence toward trees continued. 

 Sheryl Karas' fascinating story of The Solstice Evergreen 

shows how mankind indeed has not changed much in 6,000 years.  

They still worship under every green tree! 

 

Christmas Stockings 

 

 A legend associated with Bishop Nicholas may be the origin 

of the custom of hanging Christmas stockings by the fireplace.  

When Nicholas generously provided dowries for the three daughters 

of a nobleman who had lost his fortune, he threw each one a bag 

of gold into the house, which fell into a stocking that had been 

hung on the chimney to dry.  Clement C. Moore's "A Visit from St. 

Nicholas" gave this stocking story the greatest impetus.  In a 

variation of this custom, the Dutch children put their wooden 

shoes in the chimney corners on eve of December 6, awaiting 

presents before the next morning. 

 

Wassail Bowl 

 

 The word "wassail" comes from the Anglo-Saxon waes hael, 

which means "to your health," or "here's to you."  A mixture of 

ale and spices served in a large bowl, the custom of "wassailing" 

brings forth the real Christmas spirit, that of one of drunken 

debauchery. 

 

Semiramis 

 

 Wife of Nimrod, she married her son Tammuz, whom she 

claimed was the reincarnated Nimrod.  Semiramis, the first 

deified Queen of Babylon,  is also known as Diana, Aphrodite, 

Astarte, Rhea and Venus. 

 

Tammuz 

 

 The false Babylonian Messiah, Tammuz was the son of 

Semiramis, and married his own mother.  He was also known as 

Bacchus, Adonis, Osiris, Saturn, or Cronus.  The Bible condemns 

ancient Israel for worshipping Tammuz, which included sun worship 

and the asherah (possibly a phallic symbol), Ezekiel 8:14-18.   

 

Tertullian 

 

 Catholic church "father" Tertullian wrote about 230 A.D., 

inveighing against professed believers in the Messiah, who were 

observing pagan Roman festivals, such as the Saturnalia, 

Brumalia, and Matronalia, with gift exchanging and great 

banqueting.  Pope Leo I (440-461) chastised Catholics who on 

Christmas celebrated the birth of the sun-deity. 

 



How much the date of the festival depended upon the pagan 

Brumalia [December 25] following the Saturnalia [December 17-24], 

and celebrating the shortest day of the year and the new sun' . . 

. cannot be accurately determined.  The pagan Saturnalia and 

Brumalia were too deeply entrenched in popular custom to be set 

aside by Christian influence . . . .  The pagan festival with its 

riot and merrymaking was so popular tht Christians were glad of 

an excuse to continue its celebration with little change in 

spirit and in manner.  Christian preachers of the West and the 

Near East protested against the unseemly frivolity with which 

Christ's birthday was celebrated, while Christians of Mespoptamia 

accused their Western brethren of idolatry and sun worship for 

adopting as Christian this pagan festival.  (New Schaff-Herzog 

Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge, article "Christmas") 

 

Certain Latins, as early as 354 [A. D.], may have transferred the 

birthday from January 6th to December 25, which as then a 

Mithraic feast . . . or birthday of the unconquered sun . . . .  

The Syrians and Armenians, who clung to January 6th, accused the 

Romans of sun worship and idolatry, contending . . . that the 

feast of December 25th, had been invented by disicples of 

Cerinthus . . . (Encyclopaedia Britannica). 

An Oriental Christmas 

 

 From Japan, to Taiwan, to Malaysia, Christmas is a very 

popular holiday in the Orient, even among those who do not 

profess to be Christian.  In Japan, less than 1 per cent of the 

populaton claims to be Christian.  Even among the few Japanese 

Christians, most believe that there is nothing wrong with 

celebrating festivals of different religions.  As a result, a 

Japanese person may celebrate a Shintoist, and then a Buddhist 

holiday, later to observe Christmas, a supposedly Christian 

holiday.  The foreign holiday of Christmas has become entrenched 

into Asian culture. Japanese feel that one should be open-minded, 

and not too rigid about religion.  If something is pleasurable, 

then do it, but don't let it affect other aspects of life.  

 At first glance, we may think this modern phenomenon is 

very strange and shows a lack of character.  However, 1,500-1,600 

years ago, professing Christians did something even worse.  They 

took a pagan holiday, Saturnalia, and began observing it as a 

"Christian" festival.  A logical Japanese could ask these 

questions:  How can Western Christians celebrate a festival 

originally a pagan celebration of the winter solstice, that was 

not the birthday of Jesus, but the rebirth of the sun?  How can 

Westerners criticize the 

Japanese as being unprincipled in celebrating a "Christian" 

holiday along with their Shinto and Bhuddhist holidays, when the 

Westerners have done essentially the same thing?   Once again, 

the Oriental mind can see clearly the hypocrisy and lying of 

Western civilization. 

 Recently, the U.S. President and business leaders traveled 

to Japan to try to increase USA exports to the Pacific Rim.  Much 



ballyhoo was made over the attempt of the Americans to sell U.S. 

cars in Japan, to overcome Japanese trade barriers.  John 

Chancellor of NBC news noted that so far, no American car maker 

has bothered  to sell cars in Japan with the steering wheel on 

the right side of the vehicle, as is standard in Japan (and the 

United Kingdom).  Can you imagine how many Japanese cars would 

sell in the USA if they did not adapt to the American practice of 

putting the steering wheel on the left side?  Western hypocrisy 

is dumbfounding!  Observing Christmas as a "Christian" holiday is 

colossial hypocrisy, and Christmas keepers have no right to 

criticize the Japanese for observing holidays of religions other 

than their own.  Incidentally, exports of North American 

Christmas trees to Japan appears to be a booming business! 
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The True Story About Christmas 

 

No doubt most of you reading this article are, like myself,  one 

who grew  up in this chaotic and confused world thinking that the 

Christmas Season  -- with all its glitter and glamour, family 

reunions, the giving of gifts, the festive eating and drinking, 

and with all the splash of color and the enchanting music -- 

constituted the most wonderful occasion of the entire year.  For 

thinking this, while in ignorance of the real truth, we are not 

to be blamed.  To be sure, with the swiftly passing centuries 

that have come and gone since the days of Adam, certain 

predominant customs and traditions have evolved and become a 

firmly established part of man's way of life during his journey 

from the cradle to the grave.  However, because the inherent 

tendency of human nature is to just carelessly accept and take 

for granted those things inherited from the distant past -- 

without any serious questioning as to their real origin and true 

nature -- many today do not realize that in the pattern of modern 

society we fondly retain many concepts and practices which were 

introduced ages ago from the ranks of idolatrous paganism.  For 

this reason, we find that the vast majority everywhere continues 

to perpetuate and faithfully observe that which all recognized 

authority tells us has actually come from the darkest pages of 

ancient superstition and heathenism! 

 

Into this deplorable category falls the extremely popular theme 

of the Christmas Story.  Living as we now do, in the last half of 

this modern Twentieth Century, looking back on almost 6,000 years 

of tumultuous history, we find ourselves more able than any of 

our predecessors to determine the true origin and nature of the 

many customs and traditions which have been inherited from other 

times.  Especially here in America do we have every advantage for 

learning the facts on the observance of such customs as 

Christmas.  Our land is filled with encyclopedias and countless 

historical records which clearly explain the course of events 

that culminated with the institution of Xmas as a religious 

holiday.  As is prophesied in Daniel 12:4, there was to be much 

traveling to and fro and great increase in knowledge and its 

dissemination in the closing days of this present age -- the time 

of the end in which we now live -- shortly before the Second 

Coming of Christ Our Lord. 

 

 

This is Satan's World 

 

I cannot emphasize too strongly that we must always bear in mind 

the undeniable fact that this present world is an evil world 



(Galatians 1:4 &  I John 5:19), a world ruled by the devil and 

filled with many deceiving teachers and their erroneous 

philosophies and beliefs (II Corinthians 4:4, Luke 4:5-6, II 

Corinthians 11:13-15, Revelation 12:9, 20:1-3)!  It is also a 

world filled with strife and competition, envy and confusion.  (I 

Corinthians 14:33 and James 4:1).  And, as Christ plainly stated 

in the fifteenth and seventeenth chapters of John, He and those 

who obediently follow Him do not take part in, or in any way 

observe the many false and inherently evil customs which flourish 

in this sorry world.  Regrettably, despite all our colleges and 

universities, our scientists and their million-dollar 

laboratories--despite all the many churches which fill the land--

the tragic fact remains that we have been born and reared in a 

world which in not  one of the creator's devising and is not 

filled with his precious truth!  Indeed, when we begin to 

question and prove all things, as God commands that we do in I 

Thessalonians 5:21, we soon discover that regardless of every 

advance made in material science, and despite all our churches 

and schools of higher education, this world is still blindly 

groping in spiritual darkness!  And the truth lies almost buried 

beneath an avalanche of inherited religious superstition, error, 

half-truths, and outright lies! 

 

 

We Must Prove All Things!! 

 

Yes, we are commanded to prove all things, to reject and 

repudiate anything and everything in the guise of religion which 

is not true -- which is not fully authorized and supported by the 

Bible.  And, as Paul instructed Timothy, we are also commanded to 

"Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman (one who will 

studiously labor to determine the truth) that needeth not to be 

ashamed (will have no cause for shame before the judgment seat of 

Christ), rightly dividing the word of truth" (II Timothy 2:15).  

Though we now live in the explosive days close to Christ's return 

to this earth as Supreme World Ruler, though we have so many 

mechanical marvels to lighten our labors and increase our 

productive efforts -- we still flounder along under a crushing 

load of age-old superstition and error in the realm of religion!  

In the twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew, Jesus warns us to beware 

of such things.  Listen now to verses 4 and 5: "And Jesus 

answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.  

For many (not just a few) shall come in My name, saying, I am 

Christ (or in the fullest sense, I represent Christ; I am 

Christ's minister); and shall deceive many."  Notice, it is the 

many, the majority of professing Christians (those of all the 

many man-made sects and denominations) who are deceived by these 

many false teachers!  Now consider verse 24: "For there shall 

arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great 

signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall 

deceive the very elect." 

 



The very elect, my friends, are those who keep the commandments, 

and have the faith and testimony of Jesus Christ (Revelation 

12:17, 14:12, 22:14)!  Of such is the body of Christ, the true 

church, the "Church of God," composed.  Those who, because they 

are doers of the law and not hearers only, cannot be deceived.  

As we find in Psalm 111 and verse 10: " . . . a good 

understanding have all they that do his commandments."  Let me 

ask this question:  How many persons have ever seriously 

questioned what they have been taught from childhood and have 

grown up believing and practicing?  Unless we do so, we cannot 

hope to escape being numbered among that vast majority who are 

being constantly deceived and led astray by the popular error of 

this world's maze of religion.  Unless and until we each take the 

time and put forth the effort to question and prove all things, 

we will inevitably be found among those who are now following the 

broad and popular way which leads to destruction; the way of the 

soft and smooth things, and the deceits  (Matthew 7:13-15 and 

Isaiah 30:9-10)! 

 

In reality, when we study to find the faith once delivered to the 

saints, we soon come face to face with the startling fact that 

much of today's religion is not found in the Bible!  Instead, we 

find much of it is the continuation of age-old superstition -- 

idolatrous beliefs and practices in cloaked disguise which are 

completely contrary to God's revealed will.  The centuries since 

Adam's creation have witnessed the rise and fall of nations, of 

mighty empires and vast domains -- the life and death of kings 

and queens and their subjects.  Those same centuries also 

regrettably witnessed the development of many false and vain 

philosophies and ways of life -- which are directly opposed to 

the truth!  Although the men and women who conceived and 

propagated such error and deceit have long since returned to 

their dust, the customs and traditions they promulgated with such 

loving care have remained and have gradually engulfed the entire 

world, permeating almost every religious doctrine.  Thus, we who 

now live in this chaotic and confused world must be extremely  

careful to search out the pure original.  It is imperative that 

we study, that we question the validity of all religious precepts 

and hold fast only what we find to be unshakably true! 

 

 

What Do The Authorities Say? 

 

On the question of Christmas and its observance, does your Bible, 

the supreme authority, anywhere contain the instructive commands 

necessary to establish it as a thing ordained by God?  Is it one 

of those original church festivals God gave to His Church, and 

which the Church of God has always kept?  Or is the whole 

Christmas Story just another fable and fairy tale out of the 

distant past -- one of those referred to by Paul in II Timothy 

4:4: "And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and 

shall be turned unto fables."  Unless we examine the past and 



consider the facts on record -- how and why the festival of 

Christmas really originated -- we shall not understand the will 

of God on this matter.  Listen to this authoritative statement: 

"Many of the holy days (so-called) in the religious calendar of 

Christendom were borrowed, as is well-known, from the public 

festivals of ancient nations,"  (from the book, Rest Days, by 

Webster, page 306).  Is Christmas, then, one of those days which 

have been borrowed from the public festivals of ancient nations?  

Festivals which were heathen and pagan to the core; permeated 

with mysterious rites and ceremonies that neither Christ nor the 

Apostles taught nor observed?  We shall see! 

 

First, exactly what is the day itself supposed to commemorate and 

represent?  For countless generations people of almost every 

nation have been taught -- and have gullibly taken for granted -- 

the proven error and brazen lie that our Saviour was born on 

December 25.  The day, then, is supposed to commemorate the birth 

of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  Let's turn now to the Bible  

record and see if such is truly the case.  In the second chapter 

of Luke and beginning with verse four we find the following: "And 

Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, 

into Judea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem . . 

. . To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with 

child.  And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were 

accomplished that she should be delivered.  And she brought forth 

her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid 

him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.  

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the 

field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  (This has great 

significance as to the time of Christ's birth and will be 

explained later on).  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them:  and they 

were sore afraid.  And the angel said unto them, Fear not:  for, 

behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 

all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 

Saviour, which is Christ the Lord . . . . And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and 

saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 

will toward men." 

 

In this beautiful account of Christ's birth, so fraught with 

blessed meaning for all mankind, there is absolute silence as to 

the month, or day, of His entry into this troubled world.  

Neither do we find here one single word of command telling us to 

commemorate the event in any manner, shape, or form!  I ask you, 

"Why?"  Over His birth and what it signified, every follower of 

Christ has always had every reason to rejoice with supreme 

exultation and joy unspeakable!  But, to read this inspired 

record and then add to it a completely fictitious tissue of lies, 

as has been done, is to incur God's great displeasure.  Shall we 

foolishly think to improve on God?  (Consider Revelation 22:18-

19, Deuteronomy 5:32-33.)  It goes without saying that if God had 



wanted mankind to observe the anniversary of His dear Son's 

birth, He would have given us complete and detailed instructions 

as to just when and how He would have us commemorate it.  The 

inescapable truth is that nowhere in the entire Bible do we find 

one word of command or instruction that obedient followers of 

Christ should observe His birth from year to year.  Nowhere can 

we find where Peter, or Paul, or any of the Apostles and their 

zealous converts, thousands in number, ever indulged in anything 

even faintly resembling the "Christmas Story." 

 

 

The Veil Is Lifted! 

 

Returning now to the challenging voice of authority, consider 

with me at this point the very frank acknowledgments contained in 

the following excerpts.  First, from the Encyclopedia Americana: 

"Christmas, derived from the medieval `Christes Masse,' the mass 

of Christ . . . . It was, according to many authorities, not 

celebrated in the first centuries of the Christian Church as the 

Christian use in general was to celebrate the death of remarkable 

persons rather than their birth . . . . In the fifth century the 

Western Church (Catholic Church of Rome) ordered it to be 

celebrated forever on the day of the old Roman feast of Sol (the 

S-U-N God), as no certain knowledge of Christ's birth existed . . 

. . The holly, the mistletoe, the yule log . . . are relics of 

pre-Christian times . . . . The Christmas tree has been traced 

back to the Romans"  (vol. 6, 1938 edition, page 623). 

 

Second, from Compton's Picture Encyclopedia: "The exact date of 

Jesus' birth is not known, and for 200 years or more . . . the 

Church had no christmas celebration . . . . Soon after 200 A.D. 

the new feast was being observed on various dates -- especially 

Jan. 6, Mar. 25, and Dec. 25.  By the middle of the fourth 

century, the Western Church (Catholic Church of Rome) was nearly 

everywhere celebrating it on December 25 . . . . Old as our 

Christmas festival is, many of the customs and ceremonies 

associated with it are far older.  They got their start thousands 

of years before the Christian era, for our pagan forefathers used 

to celebrate the winter solstice (approximately Dec. 22) as the 

birthday of the sun.  The yule log . . . its ashes, kept through 

the year, were supposed to protect the house from fire and 

lightning and to have the power of healing wounds and making 

fields and animals fertile . . . . Mistletoe came to be 

especially associated with Christmas because the northern people 

held it sacred and thought that it had marvelous powers . . .  

Holly, too, was the subject of many superstitions; its use at 

Christmas was regarded as especially appropriate because its 

prickly leaves were thought of as representing the Saviour's 

thorny crown, and its bright red berries as representing drops of 

His blood"  (vol. 3, 1950 edition, pages 292-293). 

 



Is the voice of secular authority raised in unison in its frank 

indictments concerning the true origin and nature of Christmas?  

Indeed it is!  Please give your sober attention next to the 

renowned Encyclopaedia Britannica, in which we are told the 

following: "Christmas (i.e., the mass of Christ) . . . . was not 

among the earliest festivals of the Church, and before the 5th 

century there was no general consensus of opinion as to when it 

should come in the calendar, whether on Jan. 6, Mar. 25, or Dec. 

25 . . . . As late as 245 Origen (an early Catholic writer) 

repudiated the idea of keeping the birthday of Christ . . . . In 

England the observance of Xmas was forbidden by Act of Parliament 

in 1644 . . . . Christmas customs are an evolution from times 

that long antedated (preceded) the Christian period -- a descent 

from seasonal, Pagan, religious and national practices, hedged 

about with legend and tradition . . . . In the beginning many of 

the earth's inhabitants were sun worshippers . . . . In the south 

of Europe, in Egypt and Persia, the sun gods were worshipped with 

elaborate ceremonies at the season of the winter solstice . . . . 

From the pagan accent on light it is not difficult to trace the 

rise of lights and open fires -- from the bonfires of sun worship 

and . . . . the yule log to the many customs centering around the 

candles . . . . Many current customs besides those of light and 

fire date back in some way to those pre-Christian origins, among 

them Christmas decorations.  The Romans ornamented their temples 

and homes with green boughs and flowers for the Saturnalia, their 

season of merrymaking and the giving of presents; the Druids 

gathered mistletoe with great ceremony and hung it in their 

homes; the Saxons used holly, ivy, and bay . . . New Year's Day 

is the great festival in France and Scotland and many of the 

Christmas customs are observed on that day, particularly the 

giving of presents" (extracted from vol. V, 1952 edition, pages 

642-644). 

 

 

Harlot Rome Is Responsible! 

 

Not long after the death of Christ and while some of the Apostles 

were yet living, a new religious movement developed within the 

bounds of the Roman Empire.  It was specifically against the many 

lies and deceits of this amazingly false church that the Apostle 

Paul leveled his inspired and explosive blasts found in II 

Thessalonians 2:1-12.  Paul's statements in this chapter were 

made by him around 51 A.D., during the earliest years of "The 

Mystery of Iniquity" which caused him such great concern.  Within 

the comparatively short span of the following 46 years, by 97 

A.D., this new religion had gained tremendous popularity and 

grown by leaps and bounds.  Thus it was that Christ Himself, the 

revelator, caused the beloved Apostle John to overwhelmingly 

substantiate Paul's judgment by saying the following: "Come 

hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore 

that sitteth upon many waters: With whom the kings of the earth 

have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have 



been made drunk with the wine of her fornication . . . and I saw 

(in vision) a woman (God's symbol for a church) . . . full of 

names of blasphemy . . . and upon her forehead was a name 

written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND 

ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.  And I saw the woman drunken with the 

blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: 

and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration," Rev. 17:1-

6.  Consider also the entire eighteenth chapter of Revelation, 

and Isaiah 47. 

 

With appalling detriment to the truth of Christ, the great 

deceiver has successfully used The Roman Catholic Church, and 

those "protesting" sects and denominations which nevertheless 

follow her example, to lead men everywhere away from the Church 

of God!  Few seem to realize that in this world the Church of God 

has invariably been the comparatively small, widely scattered, 

persecuted "Little Flock" prophetically described by Christ and 

others.  (See Acts 8:1-4, Ezek. 34:5-12, Jer. 23:1-2, Matthew 

26:31, James 1:1, Dan. 12:7, etc.).  After the spirit-filled 

Apostles and early pillars of the Church finally died, then, like 

a sweeping avalanche the great falling away from the truth set in 

with deadly earnest.  It was especially through the scheming 

designs and selfish efforts of those false prophets and blind 

leaders of the blind who laid the foundation and erected the 

super-structure of the early Catholic Church -- that the 

religious world was turned away from the truth of God!  These men 

deemed it best, in order to gain a following and to raise up the 

great, universally accepted ("Catholic" literally means "world-

wide" or "universal") church they envisioned, to allow such pagan 

customs as the festival of Christmas to become a part of their 

religious doctrine! 

 

In Alexander Hislop's internationally famous masterpiece, The Two 

Babylons, we find the following incontestable proof regarding 

Catholic apostasy.  Listen!  "The festivals of Rome are 

innumerable; but five of the most important may be singled out 

for elucidation -- viz. Christmas-day, Lady-day, Easter, the 

Nativity of St. John, and the Feast of the Assumption.  Each and 

all of these can be proved to be Babylonian.  And first, as to 

the festival in honour of the birth of Christ, or Christmas.  How 

comes it that that festival was connected with the 25th of 

December? . . . At the time that the angel (Luke 2) announced His 

birth to the shepherds of Bethlehem, they were feeding their 

flocks by night in the open fields . . . the cold of the night, 

from December to February (in Palestine), is very piercing . . . 

it was not the custom for the shepherds of Judea to watch their 

flocks in the open fields later than about the end of October . . 

. .  There is great unanimity [agreement] on this point . . . .  

Indeed, it is admitted by the most learned and candid writers of 

all parties that the day of our Lord's birth cannot be determined 

. . . . How, then, did the Romish Church fix on December 25th as 

Christmas-day?  Why, thus:  Long before the fourth century, and 



long before the Christian era itself, a festival was celebrated 

among the heathen, at that precise time of the year, in honour of 

the birth of the son of the Babylonian queen of heaven . . . in 

order to conciliate the heathen, and to swell the number of the 

nominal adherents of Christianity (Roman style, that is), the 

same festival was adopted by the Roman Church, giving it only 

(instead) the name of Christ . . . .  Upright men strove to stem 

the tide, but in spite of their efforts, the apostasy went on, 

till the church, with the exception of a small remnant, was 

submerged under pagan superstition . . . the 25th of December, 

the day that was observed at Rome as the day when the victorious 

god reappeared on earth, was held at the Natalis invicti solis, 

The birth-day of the unconquered Sun.'  Now the Yule log is the 

dead stock of Nimrod, deified as the sun-god, but cut down by his 

enemies;  the Christmas-tree is Nimrod redivius -- the slain god 

come to life again . . . .  There can be no doubt, then, that the 

Pagan festival at the winter solstice -- in other words, 

Christmas -- was held in honour of the birth of the Babylonian 

Messiah (a devilish counterfeit of Christ!)"  (chapter 3, pages 

91-102). 

 

 

Of Proof, There is Plenty 

 

Though some may finally regard this article as but a catalogue of 

quotations, I nevertheless cannot refrain from citing still more 

impressive and reliably authentic comments from various sources.  

Keeping in mind all that we have covered thus far, especially the 

material just reviewed from Mr. Hislop's book, as to why and how 

the Catholic Church has adopted the idolatrous observance of 

December 25th, let's turn again to the Encyclopaedia Britannica.  

Listen!  "The exact date of Christ's birth has never been 

satisfactorily settled, but when the fathers [meaning the early 

Catholic leaders] of the Church . . . decided upon a date to 

celebrate the event, they wisely chose the day of the winter 

solstice (Dec. 25th, the date honored by the pagans as the 

birthday of Nimrod, claimed to be the promised Messiah . . . son 

of Baal and the sun-god) which was firmly fixed in the minds of 

the people and which was their most important festival . . . .  

As Christianity [the Catholic brand] spread among the people of 

pagan lands, many of the practices of the winter solstice were 

blended with those of Christianity [so-called] because of the 

liberal ruling of Gregory I [one of many infamous popes!] and the 

co-operation of the missionaries [Catholic evangelists] . . . " 

(op. cit., pages 642-644). 

 

My friend, do you realize, do you comprehend, the staggering 

impact of all these authentic statements?  I grant you that it is 

shocking and hard to believe.  It has been so to me and to many 

others.  If, however, you are perhaps yet reluctant to concede 

defeat . . . if you are yet not sufficiently aroused to admit the 

sordid truth, consider with me now the tangible proof furnished 



us in the December 1, 1952, issue of Life Magazine.  In an 

article captioned, "The Customs of Christmas," the editors 

presented the following facts:  "For centuries before the birth 

of Christ the month of December had been the occasion for 

boisterous pagan revelries marking the winter solstice and the 

returning strength of the sun.  By making Xmas coincide with the 

ancient festivals, the church fathers [meaning, remember, early 

Catholic leaders] hoped to counteract the wild winter revelries . 

. . but the heathen festivities still went on and the church  

[Roman Catholic], which first frowned on them, finally accepted 

them and allowed them to be assimilated into the celebration of 

Christmas to add to its popular appeal . . . ."  From the ends of 

the earth all recognized authority automatically indicts the 

Catholic Church for her colossal deceit and duplicity in 

fastening the Christmas story on gullible millions.  In the 

Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia, we find this:  "The pagan Brumalia 

and Saturnalia were too deeply entrenched in popular custom to be 

set aside by Christian influence . . . the pagan festival [that 

of observing Dec. 25th as the birthday of the sun-god] with its 

riot and merry-making was so popular that Christians [so-called] 

were glad of an excuse to continue its celebration with little 

change in spirit and in manner . . . ." 

 

 

Mother Rome Betrays Herself 

 

Lest anyone reading this article jump to the conclusion that I 

have deliberately presented a strongly biased and prejudiced 

view, without consulting Catholic records on the subject,  I now 

present a number of amazing acknowledgements made by Catholic 

authorities.  First, from the famed Catholic Encyclopedia:  

"Christmas was not among the earliest festivals of the Church . . 

. Irenaeus and Tertullian omit it from their lists of feasts; 

Origen asserts . . . that in the scriptures sinners alone, not 

saints, celebrate their birthday . . . .  The first evidence of 

the feast is from Egypt . . . Jerome, writing about 411 . . . 

reproves Palestine for keeping Christ's birthday . . . in view of 

a reaction to certain Jewish rites and feasts [probably the true 

festivals originated by God Himself which are enumerated in Lev. 

23], Chrysostom tries to unite Antioch in celebrating Christ's 

birth on 25 December, part of the community having already kept 

it on that day for at least ten years . . . in the west, he says, 

the feast was thus kept [meaning at pagan Rome], its introduction 

into Antioch he had always sought, conservatives [no doubt those 

desiring only the truth of God!] always resisted.  This time he 

was successful; in a crowded church he defended the new custom . 

. . .  By the time of Jerome and Constantine, the December feast 

is established, though the latter . . . omits it from a list of 

first-class festivals . . . .  The well-known solar feast, 

however . . . celebrated on 25 December, has a strong claim on 

the responsibility for our December date . . . .  Augustine . . . 

denounces the heretical identification of Christ with Sol [the S-



U-N god!] . . . .  The earliest rapprochement [joining together] 

of the birth of Christ and the sun is in Cypr., -- O, how 

wonderfully acted Providence that on the day on which the Sun was 

born . . . Christ should be born.' . . . Already Tertullian . . . 

had to assert that Sol [the Sun-God whose birthday was celebrated 

on December 25th!] was not the Christians' God . . ."  (see vol. 

III, 1908 edition, pages 724-726). 

 

Friends, need I ask what all this means?  Need I ask what all 

this plainly shows has happened?  In the foregoing statements 

from the Catholic Encyclopedia is proof positive from their own 

mouth that it was against the will of some of the most prominent 

early Catholic leaders that the idolatrous festival of Christmas 

came to be a part of Catholic doctrine!  As the tide swung more 

and more in favor of adopting the Dec. 25th festival, Tertullian 

could not restrain himself from saying the following:  "By us 

[Roman Catholics] who are strangers to Sabbaths, and new moons, 

and festivals, once acceptable to God [Indeed!  And, I might add, 

these Sabbaths and festivals to which Tertullian here refers are 

in reality those which God has ordained to be eternally observed!  

Read Leviticus 23, Exodus 12, Numbers 28 & 29], the Saturnalia, 

the feasts of January, the Brumalia [Dec. 25th], the Matronalia,  

are now frequented; gifts are carried to and fro, new year's day 

presents are made with din, and sports and banquets are 

celebrated with uproar"  (from Tertullian's article De Idolatria, 

chapter 14).   Despite such culpable responsibility and 

incriminating evidence against themselves, and, indirectly, 

against all who follow the Catholic example, professed Christians 

everywhere [and even non-Christians] still do violence to the 

truth by clinging to such admittedly false customs!  By the frank 

admission of her own sons,  Mother Rome stands stripped and naked 

before the searching eyes of God's judgment as a lying pretender 

to His precious truth.  As we find expressed in Job 15:6, "Thine 

own mouth condemneth thee . . . yea, thine own lips testify 

against thee."  And, as Christ Himself has said, in Luke 19:22:  

"Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked servant . 

. . ." 

 

 

The Xmas Tree and Its Gifts 

 

To the speechless surprise of many, God has graphically described 

-- with fierce condemnation -- the Christmas tree in Jeremiah's 

writings.  Consider with me now the startling contents of verses 

1 thru 5 of chapter 10.  Listen!  "Here ye the word which the 

Lord speaketh unto you, O house of Israel [America and Britain]:  

Thus saith the Lord, Learn not the way of the heathen . . . For 

the customs of the people are vain:  for one cutteth a tree out 

of the forest, the work of the hands of the workman, with the 

axe.  They deck it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with 

nails and with hammers, that it move not.  They are upright as 

the palm tree [the palm tree was often used], but speak not:  



they must needs be borne, because they cannot go.  Be not afraid 

of them [accord them no superstitious awe, as many actually do]; 

for they cannot do evil, neither also is it in them to do good."  

For God to say in the latter part of verse 5 that the Xmas tree 

cannot do evil, is no contradiction to everything else in this 

passage.  He simply means that while of itself it is not an evil 

thing, not to be regarded as though alive, as though capable of 

either good or evil, nevertheless it is put to the evil use of 

idolatry!   It is reverenced, praised to the skies, accorded such 

attention as belongs only to God Himself!  And, it is part and 

parcel of the entire Christmas fraud!  One of the main fixtures 

used by an apostate "Churchianity" (I cannot call it 

Christianity!) to perpetuate the lie of Christmas. 

 

As for Christmas gifts, How can we think to serve the cause of 

Christ when we sinfully appropriate God's tithe in our possession 

and also use our own funds for buying gifts to trade back and 

forth between friends and relatives at Xmas time every year?  The 

wise men did not exchange presents between themselves.  Neither 

did they observe the day of Christ's birth!  But, an unknown 

period of time, possibly weeks, after He had been born, they 

finally found Him.  And, because He was the Son of God and was 

born to be a king, they paid Him the full homage and respect due 

such an exalted personage by presenting a number of costly gifts 

-- directly to Him.  To see how the custom of giving presents to 

relatives and friends has also been carried over from paganism, 

pay attention now to the following:  "The interchange of presents 

between friends is alike characteristic of Christmas and the 

Saturnalia, and must have been adopted by Christians from the 

Pagans, as the admonition of Tertullian [already cited] plainly 

shows"  (from the Bibliotheca Sacra, vol. 12, pages 153-155). 

 

Let me read to you now what God has to say about such man-made 

religious customs as Christmas.  First, from Isaiah 1:14-15, " . 

. . your appointed festivals my soul hateth:  they are a trouble 

to me; I am weary to bear them.  And when ye spread forth your 

hands, I will hide mine eyes from you:  yea, when you make many 

prayers [as is done at Xmas time], I will not hear . . . ."  Then 

in the 5th chapter of Amos and beginning with verse 21 we find 

this:  "I hate, I despise [so says Almighty God] your feast days, 

and I will not smell in your solemn assemblies . . . . Take thou 

away from me the noise of thy songs [Xmas songs, believe it or 

not!] . . . But let judgment run down as waters, and 

righteousness [Psalm 119:172] as a mighty stream."  Yes, God is 

greatly displeased over man's departure from His sacred precepts!  

He is angered over humanity's allegiance to false customs and 

traditions like Christmas -- which are of man's devising and are 

given much more attention and paid more respect than the truly 

wonderful festivals instituted by Him.  Remember Mark 7:6-9. 

 

Though confronted by strong protests, denunciations, and frank 

misgivings on the part of those who wished to uphold only the 



pure truth of God,  Bishop Liberius of the Roman Catholic Church, 

himself located in the city of Rome, in 354 A.D., ordered 

December 25th observed from that time forward as the birthday of 

Christ.  (See World Book Encyclopedia, volume 3, 1949 edition, 

page 1425; and Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics, by James 

Hastings, article "Christmas.")  From that day to this the 

idolatrous festival of Xmas has engulfed the world, permeating 

almost every religious doctrine.  All things considered, however, 

despite its great popularity, the Plain Bible Truth remains that 

the story of Christmas is nothing more than a glamour package of 

religious deceit; a glorified, man-made tradition which has come 

to us from the darkest pages of ancient superstition and 

idolatry.  To be perfectly frank, it is nothing more than a 

farce, a myth, a lie of the first magnitude, devised by long dead 

church leaders to bring carnal minded millions into the fold of 

the Roman Church!  Regrettably, because of the resulting 

consequences, the Roman leaders have deliberately absorbed and 

perpetuated the idolatrous observance of Dec. 25th in order to 

attract and gain more and more blinded converts!  And, as Mother 

Rome has set the example and led the way, her protesting 

daughters (the Protestant denominations and lesser sects) have 

followed suit. 

 

In the final analysis, then, Christmas has no basis in truth 

whatsoever and is purposely recreated, promoted, and put over on 

a gullible and deceived public each successive year for two main 

reasons:  first, to maintain the grip of an organized, apostate 

churchianity over millions of professing believers;  and, 

secondly, for the express purpose of selling literally billions 

of dollars worth of Xmas trappings and merchandise.  (1953 Xmas 

sales soared over the $31 billion mark here in the U.S.A.)  On 

this point consider the poignant significance of Revelation 

18:10-24 and Isaiah 47:5-15.  Like turning water on and off at 

some drinking fountain, the fable of Christmas is brought from 

retirement and turned on and off each successive year.  Pious 

platitudes are voiced by ministers and laymen alike -- all 

extolling the deliberately manufactured, and very artificial, 

"spirit" of the Christmas fraud!  Because this tradition is 

cleverly built around the account of Christ's birth, and because 

the weight of centuries now rests on its observance -- and 

especially because people everywhere seem to think it makes no 

difference whether or not a religious precept is authorized by 

the Eternal God -- many are at first greatly surprised and some 

even become highly offended when told the Plain Bible Truth. 

 

I realize that most professed believers are very sincere and 

well-meaning people.  Just as I myself was quite sincere when as 

a youth I attended a popular Protestant denomination and looked 

upon Christmas as a wonderful event.  However, I have learned 

that it makes all the difference in the world, to God, and to our 

own eternal salvation, whether or not a religious observance is 

one He has commanded us, or is one which bears only the stamp of 



man-made tradition and custom.  May God help you to graciously 

abandon the Christmas Story. 

 

-- written by Gene C. Carterê_ 

 

 


