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Before the Brisbane Broncos came along, Brisbane, as a representative side and composed of the best players from the clubs playing in the Brisbane rugby league          
competition, had a long and proud history.  

In the Bulimba Cup, an annual triangular competition between Brisbane, Ipswich and Toowoomba that ran for 50 years up until 1972, Brisbane was the dominant side 
winning a total of 19 times (Toowoomba won 16 and Ipswich won 11 times). The competition was named after its sponsor, the Bulimba Brewery, which got its name from 
where it originally started in Brisbane, though it soon moved to Fortitude Valley. Though it began in 1925, Brisbane did not win their first Bulimba Cup until 1930. They 
won 3 titles in a row before Ipswich began to dominate in the 1930’s. Brisbane dominated in the 1940’s winning all of them except 1944 and 1945. The 1950’s was      
dominated by Toowoomba with Ipswich winning the only two titles that Toowoomba did not win.  

At its peak the Bulimba Cup drew huge crowds to Lang Park and the Gabba. The record of 25 000 was set in 1959 at Lang Park when Brisbane, Ied by test prop Henry Holloway, thrashed Ipwich 34-10  
with Lionel Morgan scoring 3 tries and test fullback, Clive Churchill, who briefly moved up to Brisbane, scoring another try. Brisbane finished behind Toowoomba and Ipswich that year who played a 
rare final, being level on points. Frank Drake, playing for Toowoomba, was dominant as they beat Ipswich 10-7 who fielded greats such as Gary Parcell, Dud Beattie and Noel Kelly. Toowoomba went 
on to retain the cup in 1960.         

In the 1960’s the tide swung back to Brisbane as  a steady exodus of country players to Brisbane began to occur attracted by better money offered by the Brisbane clubs.  One of those was Frank Drake 
who played for Souths in Brisbane. In one 1961 game playing for Brisbane against Ipswich he scored 4 tries in a 37-13 win at Ipswich. They finished on top of the table and won in 1961 after winning a 
fiery 17-14 win in Toowoomba, their first win up on the range for a decade. Brisbane won 4 years in a row. Toowoomba won in 1965 and Ipswich won the final against Brisbane 7-2 in 1966. Brisbane 
won all the remaining Bulimba Cup titles until its demise in 1972 except for being pipped 18-17 by Toowoomba in the 1970 final.     

Two years after the demise of the Bulimba Cup in 1972, a national midweek competition began in 1974 called the Amco Cup. The top four Brisbane clubs were invited to play in 1975 and then all the 
Brisbane clubs in 1976 up until 1978. Due to the lack of competitiveness against the Syndey clubs it was decided to field a combined Brisbane team in 1979. The combined Brisbane team after           
defeating Queensland Country 8-5 in a controversial semi-final, made it to the final only to be defeated by Cronulla 22-5. The name changed three times from the Amco Cup to the Tooth Cup (1980-82) 
to the KB Cup (1983) and then to the Panasonic Cup (1984).  Brisbane next made the semis in 1983 when they went down to Manly 23-14 at Lang Park.  

In the first year of the Panasonic Cup (1984), the combined Brisbane team won the Cup for the first time. After beating South Sydney 25-18, they won narrowly in the quarter-final against Canterbury 
14-11 and semi-final against Parramatta 14-12. It got even tighter in the final. Brilliantly led by Wally Lewis, Brisbane won a tough defensive game against Easts 12-11 tenaciously holding on for      
several defensive sets at the end, including a disallowed try that would have won it for Easts.  

After such a brilliant series in 1984 they failed to make the quarter finals for the next four years including 1988 when both the Brisbane Broncos and a combined Brisbane team (minus the cream of 
the crop talent that played for the Broncos) competed. Both Brisbane teams also competed in 1989. The Brisbane Broncos, led by Wally Lewis, won the last Panasonic Cup competition in 1989 beating 
Illawarra 22-20, the second title for teams representing Brisbane. In total Brisbane (either as a combined Brisbane or the Brisbane Broncos) played 30 games for 18 wins and 12 losses. The Brisbane 
Broncos played 5 games. They won 4 games and lost 1. Their last game when they won the 1989 Panasonic Cup final was the last midweek competition game ever played. 

Brisbane has had a solid record playing international touring teams winning on several occasions. Out of 24 games games against Great Britain, New Zealand, France and the USA they have won 7 
games with the majority of losses being close games. Their victories include beating Great Britain 18-14 in 1932, the American All-Stars 39-26 in 1953, beating France 15-12 in 1960 and 23-17 in 1964, 
victories against Great Britain by 19-17 in 1966 and 20-15 in 1974 and a 14-12 win in 1977 against France. The last game against an international touring team was in 1988 when a combined BRL 
team that didn’t include the Brisbane Broncos who started playing that year, was beaten 28-14 by Great Britain.  

For many years (but not as consistent as the NSW City v Country clash) Brisbane has played Queensland Country in a City v Country clash. They were played on a residential basis until 1988 when they 
began to be played on a origin basis. They were mostly held as trial games to help selectors choose the Queensland side to play NSW in the interstate clash, or more recently, as a trial for selecting the 
Qld Residents team to play NSW Residents. The last City v Country game was held in 2010. In total both sides had won 17 each. Between 1996 and 2003 a second tier interstate game for the Brasch-
Bellew Cup between Brisbane Capitols and Sydney Metros was also held with Brisbane winning 7 games to 2. There have been other miscellaneous games played by a combined Brisbane team         
including some end of season games against the Sydney premiers for which I do not have records at this time. Between 1963 and 1972 Brisbane played in the State Championship against other 
Queensland Country regions winning three times.  

Below the State level players from Brisbane clubs also represented South Queensland in 1963 beating South Africa 27-17 and 1981 against Papua New Guinea giving the tourists a 59-3 thrashing at 
Lang Park with Mal Meninga running riot scoring 4 tries and 9 goals for a total of 30 points. In 1987, the year before the Broncos came along, a well-attended State of Origin trial game was held at Lang 
Park between Queenslanders based in Queensland against Queenslanders playing in the Sydney competition. The NSW-based Queenslanders, because of better fitness ,won the exciting game by 20-10.     

 

BRISBANE REPRESENTATIVE FOOTBALL  

(COMBINED BRISBANE in the BULIMBA CUP, MIDWEEK NATIONAL COMPETITION,                

versus INTERNATIONAL TOURING SIDES, versus QLD COUNTRY & versus SYDNEY METROS) 
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BRISBANE v International Touring Sides   

Year Opponents Result Crowd 

1908 New Zealand Lost 43-10   

1930 New Zealand Lost 19-17   

1932 Great Britain Won 18-15 4 843 

1936 Great Britain Lost 19-4 24 722 

1946 Great Britain Lost 21-15 15 722 

1950 Great Britain Lost 18-8 15 084 

1951 France Lost 17-16 10 750 

1953 USA Won 39-26 7 000 

1954 Great Britain Lost 34-4 18 070 

1955 France Lost 21-11 30 000 

1956 New Zealand Lost 26-8 14 637 

1958 Great Britain Lost 34-29 14 956 

1959 New Zealand Lost 36-8 16 888 

1960 France Won 15-12 17 425 

1962 Great Britain Lost 16-14 22 650 

1963 New Zealand Lost 16-15 12 630 

1964 France Won 23-17 12 841 

1966 Great Britain Won 19-17 18 638 

1967 New Zealand Lost 31-10 4 671 

1970 Great Britain Lost 28-7 10 117 

1974 Great Britain Won 20-15 7 880 

1977 France Won 14-12  

1979 Great Britain Lost 10-7 3 500 

1988 Great Britain Lost 28-14 1 800 

Year Opponents Result Crowd 

1963 South Africa Won 27-17 2 187 

1988 Papua New Guinea Won 59-3   

SOUTH QUEENSLAND v International Touring Sides   
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DATE SERIES - GAME OPPONENTS RESULT VENUE 

2/05/79 1979 Amco Cup – Preliminary Game St. George WON 13-10 Lang Park 

27/06/79 1979 Amco Cup - Preliminary Game Manly WON 13-10 Leichhardt Oval 

25/07/79 1979 Amco Cup - Preliminary Game Easts WON 17-8 Lang Park 

8/08/79 1979 Amco Cup –Semi Final Qld Country WON 8-5 Lang Park 

15/08/79 1979 Amco Cup –Final Cronulla LOST 22-5 Leichhardt Oval 

2/04/80 1980 Tooth Cup - Preliminary Game Easts LOST 14-4 Lang Park 

18/06/80 1980 Tooth Cup - Preliminary Game Manly WON 27-20 Lang Park 

29/04/81 1981 Tooth Cup - Preliminary Game Newtown LOST 23-19 Lang Park 

21/04/82 1982 KB Cup - Preliminary Game Balmain LOST 13-10 Lang Park 

15/06/82 1982 KB Cup - Preliminary Game South Island (NZ) WON 34-3 Lang Park 

21/07/82 1982 KB Cup – Quarter Final Parramatta LOST 25-7 Lang Park 

18/05/83 1983 KB Cup - Preliminary Game North Sydney WON 38-18 Lang Park 

20/07/83 1983 KB Cup – Quarter Final NSW Country WON 54-14 Leichhardt Oval 

27/07/83 1983 KB Cup –Semi Final Manly LOST 23-14 Lang Park 

2/05/84 1984 National Panasonic Cup - Preliminary Game South Sydney WON 25-18 Lang Park 

11/07/84 1984 National Panasonic Cup – Quarter Final Canterbury WON 14-11 Lang Park 

25/07/84 1984 National Panasonic Cup – Semi Final Parramatta WON 14-12 Leichhardt Oval 

15/08/84 1984 National Panasonic Cup – Final Easts WON 12-11 Leichhardt Oval 

17/04/85 1985 National Panasonic Cup - Preliminary Game Balmain LOST 33-16 Leichhardt Oval 

16/04/86 1986 National Panasonic Cup - Preliminary Game Manly LOST 18-10 Lang Park 

8/04/87 1987 National Panasonic Cup - Preliminary Game Penrith LOST 14-2 Leichhardt Oval 

30/03/88 1988 Panasonic Cup - Preliminary Game Brisbane (BRL) v Newcastle LOST 26-10 Newcastle 

6/04/88 1988 Panasonic Cup - Preliminary Game Brisbane (Broncos) v Penrith LOST 24-10 Parramatta Stadium 

Amco / Tooth / KB / Panasonic Cup Games Played by Brisbane 
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DATE SERIES - GAME OPPONENTS RESULT VENUE 

4/04/89 1989 Panasonic Cup - Preliminary Game Brisbane (BRL) v Port Moresby WON 21-12 Port Moresby 

7/04/89 1989 Panasonic Cup - Preliminary Game Brisbane (BRL) v NSW Country WON 9-2 Seagulls Stadium 

12/04/89 1989 Panasonic Cup - Preliminary Game Brisbane (BRL) v St George LOST 14-10 Lang Park 

1/03/89 1989 Panasonic Cup - Preliminary Game Brisbane (Broncos) v Canberra WON 18-13 Parkes 

17/05/89 1989 Panasonic Cup - Quarter Final Brisbane (Broncos) v Parramatta WON 42-6 Townsville Sports Reserve 

31/05/89 1989 Panasonic Cup – Semi Final Brisbane (Broncos) v South Sydney WON 24-4 Bathurst 

7/06/89 1989 Panasonic Cup – Final Brisbane (Broncos) v Illawarra WON 22-20 Parramatta Stadium 

2008 Country 25 d City 18 

2009 Country 32 d City 28 

2010 Country 20 d City 12 
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Below: The Brisbane team that won the 1964 Bulimba Cup.  
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Above: The Brisbane team that won the last Bulimba Cup competition in 1972.  
Some players include Greg Vievers, Des Morris, John Grant and John Lang. 
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Below: An Ipswich player on the burst in a Bulimba Cup game at the Gabba against Brisbane.                                                              Below: Duncan Hall about to tackle a Toowoomba player.  

Note the darker Brisbane jersey—possibly an all red jersey.  
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Below: What I believe is the 1958 Brisbane team posing for a team photo. On the right     
wearing number 11 is Brian Davies and number 7 is Barry Muir. 

Above: Clive Churchill playing for Brisbane in 1959 at Lang Park. His opposite fullback for              
Toowoomba, Frank Drake is on the right. Below Left: Clive Churchill Below Right: Barry Muir   
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Above: Action from a Bulimba Cup game between Brisbane and Ipswich in the early 60’s after the Frank Burke Stand was built (1962). Brisbane scores a try on the left and the Ipswich halfback takes 
the ball up on the right. Below Left: One of the game’s first great Aboriginal players, winger Lionel Morgan, on the burst in Bulimba Cup game for Brisbane against Ipswich played at night at the     
Exhibition Ground.  Below Centre: Action from another night game at the Ekka. Below Right: A couple of scenes from a Brisbane game against Rockhampton in 1959.   
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Below Left: Master coach Bob Bax. Below Right: Johnny 
Lang playing for City against Country in 1977 with a rather         
different Brisbane jersey.  
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Above: Brisbane coach Arthur Beetson gives 
instructions to captain Wally Lewis in a 1982 
KB Cup game. 

 

Below: Mark “Muppet” Murray, Brisbane   
halfback strives against a Manly tackler in the 
1983 KB Cup semi-final.  
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Above Left: The 1984 Brisbane team that won the 1984 Panasonic Cup. Above Right and Below: Victory scenes at the end of the 1984 Panasonic Cup final that Brisbane won by 12-11 against Easts.    
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Above: Players relax after the 1984 Panasonic Cup final win. Below: Wally Lewis receives 
the 1984 Panasonic Cup. QRL Chairman, Ron McAuliffe, and ARL Chairman, Ken Arthurson, 
are seen on the left.  
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