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Date Series Opponents Result Ground Attendance 

30 May 1908 1907-08 All Golds tour New Zealand Lost 24-12 Exhibition Ground 6 000 

26 June 1909 1909 All Golds tour New Zealand Won 10-5 Exhibition Ground 6 000 

2 July 1910 1910 Ashes series Great Britain Lost 22-17 Exhibition Ground 18 000 

26 June 1920 1920 Ashes series Great Britain Won 8-4 Exhibition Ground 28 000 

12 July 1924 1924 Ashes series Great Britain Won 21-11 Exhibition Ground 36 000 

23 June 1928 1928 Ashes series Great Britain Lost 15-12 Exhibition Ground 39 200 

18 June 1932 1932 Ashes series Great Britain Won 15-6 Brisbane Cricket Ground 26 500 

4 July 1936 1936 Ashes series Great Britain Lost 12-7 Brisbane Cricket Ground 29 486 

6 July 1946 1946 Ashes series Great Britain Lost 14-5 Brisbane Cricket Ground 40 500 

12 June 1948 1948 Trans-Tasman series New Zealand Won 13-4 Brisbane Cricket Ground 23 013 

1 July 1950 1950 Ashes series Great Britain Won 15-3 Brisbane Cricket Ground 35 000 

30 June 1951 1951 Australia-French series France Won 23-11 Brisbane Cricket Ground 35 000 

28 June 1952 1952 Trans-Tasman series New Zealand Lost 49-25 Brisbane Cricket Ground 29 245 

4 July 1954 1954 Ashes series Great Britain Lost 38-21 Brisbane Cricket Ground 46 355 

2 July 1955 1955 Australia-French series France Lost 29-28 Brisbane Cricket Ground 45 745 

23 June 1956 1956 Trans-Tasman series New Zealand Won 8-2 Exhibition Ground 28 361 

5 July 1958 1958 Ashes series Great Britain Lost 25-18 Exhibition Ground 33 563 

27 June 1959 1959 Trans-Tasman series New Zealand Won 38-10 Exhibition Ground 30 994 

2 July 1960 1960 Australia-French series France Won 56-6 Exhibition Ground 32 644 

AUSTRALIAN RUGBY LEAGUE TEST MATCHES IN BRISBANE 

INTERNATIONAL RUGBY LEAGUE  

Brisbane first hosted a test match at the Exhibition Ground in 1908 against New Zealand on their All Golds tour with Australia losing 24-12 in front of 6 000 people which helped to kick start the new 
code in Queensland. The “Ekka” ground would host 6 tests up to 1928 before the switch to the “Gabba” which hosted 9 tests until 1951 when Australia won the only test of the famous 1951 series 
against France. The “Ekka” then hosted another 4 tests up to 1960 before the complete switch to Lang Park. Up to this point Australia won almost as many games as they lost in Brisbane even against 
the dominant Great Britain side. The biggest crowd for an “Ekka” test was 39 200 in 1928 and 46 355 in 1954 at the Gabba. Australia’s biggest win was 56-6 against France in 1960. 



900 

 

Date Series Opponents Result Ground Attendance 

30 June 1962 1962 Ashes series Great Britain Lost 17-10 Lang Park 34 766 

22 June 1963 1963 Trans-Tasman series New Zealand Lost 16-13 Lang Park 30 748 

20 July 1963 1963 Australia-SA series South Africa Won 34-6 Lang Park 10 210 

4 July 1964 1960 Australia-French series France Won 27-2 Lang Park 20 076 

16 July 1966 1966 Ashes series Great Britain Won 6-4 Lang Park 45 057 

1 July 1967 1967 Trans-Tasman series New Zealand Won 35-22 Lang Park 30 122 

6 June 1970 1970 Ashes series Great Britain Won 37–15 Lang Park 42 807 

15 July 1972 1972 Trans-Tasman series New Zealand Won 31–7 Lang Park 24 000 

15 June 1974 1974 Ashes series Great Britain Won 12–6 Lang Park 30 280 

1 June 1975 1975 World Cup New Zealand Won 36–8 Lang Park 10 000 

22 June 1975 1975 World Cup France Won 26–6 Lang Park 9 000 

18 June 1977 1977 World Cup Great Britain Won 19–5 Lang Park 27 000 

15 July 1978 1978 Trans-Tasman series New Zealand Won 38–7 Lang Park 14 000 

16 June 1979 1979 Ashes series Great Britain Won 35–0 Lang Park 23 000 

18 July 1981 1981 Australia-French series France Won 17–2 Lang Park 14 000 

3 July 1982 1982 Trans-Tasman series New Zealand Won 11–8 Lang Park 11 400 

9 July 1983 1983 Trans-Tasman series New Zealand Lost 19-12 Lang Park 15 000 

26 June 1984 1984 Ashes series Great Britain Won 18-6 Lang Park 26 534 

18 June 1985 1985 Trans-Tasman series New Zealand Won 26-20 Lang Park 22 000 

29 July 1986 1986 Trans-Tasman series New Zealand Won 32-12 Lang Park 22 811 

Lang Park hosted its first test in 1962 when Australia played Great Britain and lost 17-10 in front over 34 000 Brisbane league fans. They lost a tight game in 1963 against the Kiwis 16-13. Australia 
beat South Africa 34-6 in the same year. Australia then had a golden run in Brisbane winning every test for 20 years, including the fiery “Battle of Brisbane” 1970 test when they won 37-15 before 
losing the two Sydney tests, the last series win ever by Great Britain against Australia. Before it was redeveloped, Lang Park’s biggest crowd was 45 057 for a 1966 Ashes test. In 1975 and 1977      
Brisbane hosted 3 winning World Cup tests. The golden run was broken by the Kiwis in 1983 who won 19-12 in a game best remembered by the fiery brawl between Greg Dowling and Howie Tamati.    
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Date Series Opponents Result Ground Attendance 

21 July 1987 1987 Aus-NZ one-off test New Zealand Lost 13–6 Lang Park 16 500 

28 June 1988 1988 Ashes series Great Britain Won 34–14 Lang Park 27 130 

31 July 1991 1991 Trans-Tasman series New Zealand Won 40–12 Lang Park 26 200 

3 July 1992 1992 Ashes series Great Britain Won 16-10 Lang Park 32 313 

30 June 1993 1993 Trans-Tasman series New Zealand Won 16–4 Lang Park 31 000 

23 June 1995 1995 Trans-Tasman series New Zealand Won 26–8 Lang Park 25 304 

14 July 1995 1995 Trans-Tasman series New Zealand Won 46–10 Lang Park 20 803 

11 July 1997 * 1997 One-off test Rest of the World  Won 28-8 Lang Park 14 927 

9 October 1998 1998 Aus-NZ one-off test New Zealand Won 30-12 Lang Park 18 571 

22 October 1999 1999 Tri-Nations Great Britain Won 42–6 Lang Park 12 511 

22 April 2005 2005 ANZAC Test New Zealand Won 32–16 Lang Park 40 317 

5 May 2006 2006 ANZAC Test New Zealand Won 50–12 Lang Park 44 191 

18 November 2006 2006 Tri-Nations Great Britain Won 33-10 Lang Park 44 358 

20 April 2007 2007 ANZAC Test New Zealand Won 30–6 Lang Park 35 241 

22 November 2008 2008 World Cup Final New Zealand Lost 34–20 Lang Park 50 559 

8 May 2009 2009 ANZAC Test New Zealand Won 38–10 Lang Park 37 152 

13 November 2010 2010 Four Nations Final New Zealand Lost 16–12 Lang Park 36 299 

25 October 2014 2014 Four Nations New Zealand Lost 30-12 Lang Park 47 813 

* Played during the Super League division of the game. This Australia side was just picked from those clubs aligned with the ARL. The Rest of the World was not much of a world side as England, 
France and New Zealand had all aligned with Super League and these internationals were those playing for Australian clubs aligned with the ARL.  

Australia was shocked again in Brisbane in 1987 when the Kiwis won the one-off test 13-6. From then Australia had another golden run in Brisbane winning every test until the World Cup final of 
2008. Included amongst the winning tests was the highest win against the Kiwis in 2006 when Australia thrashed New Zealand 50-12. The biggest win against Great Britain was 42-6 in the first         
Tri-Nations tournament in 1999. New Zealand shocked Australia in the highly successful 2008 World Cup when they beat Australia 34-20 in the final in front of a record crowd of 50 559. Australia 
beat them in the Anzac test the next year but the Kiwis again shocked Australia in 2010 Tri-Nations final with a Benji Marshall last play try winning it 16-12 for the Kiwis. The next test in Brisbane four 
years later in 2014 was another win to New Zealand who beat an injury-riddled Australia side 30-12 before going on to defeat them again in the Tri-Nations final in Wellington a few weeks later.   
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Tom Gorman was the Queensland captain 
during their domination of the 1920’s. 
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Above: Australia beat Great Britain 15-3 in front of 35 000 fans at the Gabba in 1950. They went 
on to win the 1950 series and win back the Ashes for the first time in 30 years.  
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Below: Play about to commence between Australia and France in a test at the Gabba during the 1955 series. Australia narrowly lost to France by 29-28.    
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Above: Action in an Australia v France test in the 1950’s at the Gabba. 
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Above: A photo of part of the crowd of 46 000, a record for a league test at the Gabba to see 
Australia v France in 1955. 

Above: The second ever Rugby League World Cup 
was held in Australia in 1957 in league’s 50th    
season in Australia. Australia did not play in        
Brisbane but France did play New Zealand at the 
Exhibition Ground.  

 

Above: Brothers and Queensland captain, Brian Davies, about to lead Australia out in a test 
match.   
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Above and Left: Australia’s Jim Morgan was taken out by 
a Liverpool kiss from Great Britain prop Cliff Watson  
during the 1970 “Battle of Brisbane”. Australia ran out 
winners 37-15 but lost the other two tests in Sydney. It 
would be the last time that Great Britain would win a test 
series against Australia.  
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Above Left: Graeme Eadie kicks down the ground in a test in Brisbane in the 1970’s with Greg Vievers on the left looking on. Above Right: The full on brawl between Greg Dowling and Howie Tamati 
in the 1982 Trans-Tasman test in Brisbane. Below Left: Greg Oliphant playing halfback for Australia against the Kiwis. Below Centre: Duncan Hall carries Kerry Boustead, one of the youngest players 
ever for Australia. 
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Above: On the night he broke the highest number of test appearances for Australia, Mal 
Meninga led Australia to win the 1992 Ashes series in the deciding test at Lang Park.  

Right: New Zealand stunned Australia by beating them 34-20 in the 2008 World Cup 
final played at Suncorp Stadium. 


