THE AMCO CUP TO
THE PANASONIC CUP

A History of Queensland teams in the
National Midweek Competition (1975-1989)



AMCO / TOOTH / KB / PANASONIC CUP
(1975-1989)

The Amco Cup was a midweek competition designed for television. It was based on English
soccer's FA Cup where teams from various divisions would compete in a knockout competition.
In its first season teams from Sydney, NSW country areas and an Auckland team competed and
no Brisbane teams were invited to compete in 1974. Western Division surprised all with its 6-2
win over Penrith in the first final.

In 1975 for its second season the top four Brisbane teams from the previous season (Valleys,
Brothers, Norths and Souths) as well as Ipswich and Toowoomba competed in the 1975 Amco
Cup. Toowoomba had an impressive 22-13 win over North Sydney. Only Valleys made it to the
quarter finals and were beaten by Parramatta 33-10.

In 1976 The Amco Cup midweek competition was again expanded. All of the Brisbane teams
except Wynnum-Manly and a number of Queensland country teams competed in 1976.

Again only one Brisbane team made the quarter finals. In the preliminary rounds Brothers
became the first Brisbane team to beat a Sydney team beating Penrith 19-8 but were beaten in
their quarter final against Balmain 19-3.

In 1977 all of the Brisbane teams and a number of Queensland country teams competed in the
Amco Cup.

Only one Brisbane team made the quarter finals. Valleys made the quarter finals but were
thrashed 35-2 by Easts (Sydney).

In 1978 all of the Brisbane teams and a number of Queensland country teams competed in the
Amco Cup.

The 1977 BRL premiers, Easts, had a big 27-6 win against North Sydney to make the quarter
finals. Again only one Brisbane team made the quarter finals and were beaten by another
Sydney team when Easts put up a gallant fight against Manly-Warringah at Lang Park going
down 27-10. Both teams would go on to win that year’s Brisbane and Sydney premierships
respectively.

The poor showing by Brisbane clubs in the previous Amco Cup tournaments (1975-1978) with
only one team a year making the quarter finals and not proceeding any further saw the end of
individual BRL clubs competing in the Amco Cup.

In 1979 a combined Brisbane and a combined Queenland Country team competed and both
advanced further than any of the individual BRL clubs. Queensland Country had wins over
Newtown (16-14), North Sydney (12-5) and Parramatta (18-9). Brisbane also had solid wins over
St George (13-10), Manly-Warringah (13-10) and Easts (17-8).

Brisbane met Queenland Country in one of the semi-finals with Brisbane winning 8-5. They lost
to Cronulla 22-5 in the their first midweek final.

In 1980 the national midweek competition became the Tooth Cup in which a combined Brisbane
and a combined Queensland Country team again competed. Brisbane lost 14-4 to Easts
(Sydney) then beat Manly 27-20. Controversially they failed to make the quarter finals on for and
against.

Queensland Country lost both their games heavily; 40-5 against North Sydney and 45-5 against
Balmain, which was a major reversal of their excellent form from the previous year where they
made the semi finals.

In the 1981 Tooth Cup a combined Brisbane and a combined Queensland Country team both
competed again. Both teams lost their two games and did not progress to the quarter finals.
Brisbane lost 23-19 to Newtown and lost 25-5 to Cronulla. Queensland Country lost 24-2 against
Manly and lost 33-7 to Newtown.



In 1982 the national midweek competition became the KB Cup in which a combined Brisbane
and a combined Queensland Country team both competed.

Brisbane made the quarter finals for the first time since their debut in the 1979 Amco Cup. They
lost to Balmain 13-10 before beating South Island (NZ) 34-3 and then lost their quarter final to
eventual Sydney premiers for 1982, Parramatta, by 25-7. Queensland Country lost both their
games; 26-10 against St George and 43-3 to Balmain.

In the 1983 KB Cup Brisbane went one step further than the previous year by making the semi
final stage of the midweek competition.

Brisbane made the quarter finals after an impressive 38-18 win against North Sydney. They
thrashed NSW Country 54-14 in their quarter final but were unable to make the final going down
in a tough semi final against Manly at Lang Park 23-14.

Queensland Country were thrashed 78-4 in their only game by Manly who, after beating Brisbane
in the semis, were the eventual KB Cup winners for 1983.

In 1984 the national midweek competition became the National Panasonic Cup. Brisbane won
the competition for the first time after previously losing their first final in 1979. In 1984 Wally
Lewis captained his club side Wynnum to the BRL premiership, Brisbane to victory in the
National Panasonic Cup as well as Queensland to a third straight State of Origin series victory.

Brisbane beat four Sydney sides over the course of the competition and all by slimmer and
slimmer margins. They beat South Sydney 25-18, then Canterbury by 3 points (14-11) in their
quarter final, then beat Parramatta by 2 points in their semi final (14-12) and then beat Easts by a
single point in the final to win 12-11 after a late disallowed try to Easts.

Queensland Country in their last appearance in the midweek competition beat Auckland 25-18
before being knocked out by Easts 44-0.

Queensland Country did not compete in the competition from 1985 through to 1989.

In 1985 after winning the competition the previous year Brisbane failed to make the quarter finals
after losing their sole preliminary round game 33-16 to eventual midweek competition winners,
Balmain, a side who were a bogey team for both combined Brisbane and later the Broncos during
the 1980’s.

Despite the strength of the Queensland Origin team this pattern for Brisbane in the midweek
competition would repeat itself in 1986 and 1987.

In 1986 Brisbane again failed to make the quarter finals after losing their sole preliminary round
game 18-10 to Manly.

In 1987 Brisbane again failed to make the quarter finals after losing their sole preliminary round
game 14-2 to Penrith.

In 1988 the Sydney competition expanded to become a national competition with the introduction
of the Brisbane Broncos and the Gold Coast Tweed Giants.

Both the Brisbane Broncos and Gold Coast were knocked out in their sole preliminary round
games. The Broncos lost 24-10 to Penrith and Gold Coast lost 12-6 to North Sydney. A combined
BRL Brisbane team also would compete in 1988 beating NSW Country 8-0 and before losing
26-0 to Newcastle.

In 1989 the Brisbane Broncos would go on to win the last midweek competition, the Panasonic
Cup.

The combined BRL Brisbane team had a solid run again beating Port Moresby 21-12, NSW
Country 9-2, only to be knocked out in a gallant effort against St George 14-10. The Gold Coast
were again knocked out by North Sydney 13-6.

The Brisbane Broncos started strong beating Canberra 18-13 in Parkes, then thrashed
Parramatta 42-6 in their quarter final before a delirious crowd in Townsville. In their semi final
they easily accounted for Souths 24-4 setting up a final at Parramatta Stadium against lllawarra.
The Broncos started off strongly going out to a 16-0 lead before a strong fightback by lllawarra
led by Great Britain halfback Andy Gregory. The Brisbane Broncos managed to hang on and win
22-20 in front of a less than gracious crowd to win the 1989 Panasonic Cup.
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1975

% AMCO CUP

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

(Games involving Brisbane clubs, Toowoomba & Ipswich)

PRELIMINARY ROUNDS

April 2, 1975 Souths (Sydney)
April 16, 1975  Balmain

April 30 1975  Toowoomba
May 7, 1975
May 7, 1975 Penrith

June 18,1975 Valleys

St George

QUARTER FINAL

July 23,1975  Parramatta

Wednesday April 2 (Redfern Oval)
South Sydney 37 v Ipswich 6

24
22
35
37
15

33

def Ipswich
def Brothers

def  Norths (Sydney)
def Norths (Brisbane)
def  Souths (Brisbane)

def Toowoomba

def Valleys

Ipswich
never
in hunt

SYDNEY. — South
Sydney outclassed ipswich
in the opening match of
the 1975 AMCO Cup
Rugby Leogue competition
yesterday,

Souths won 37-6, scor-

11 tries to one.

hey tried three kick-
ers, who between them
were able 10 Jand only
two goals from 11 sat-
tempts.

Fullback Eric Simms
missed his four and was
replnoea by five-eighth

Purcell landed goals
with his first iwo at-
tempts and then missed
two and was replaced by
winger Ross Birrell,
mBl- el]l missed his

Centre Owen
O'Donnell, scored three
tries, mainly due to weak
defence.

Lock forward Paul Saxt
scored Lwo tries
fore he was replaced !or
the second half,

Souths led 22-6 al
half-time and ran on five
tries in the second half.

Ipswich scored only
one try, which wes con-
verted by five-eighth Li-

onel Tewes, Centre Peter
wmu kicked a fleld goal.

The Igs\a ich try was
scored winger Rex
ngenwn after Ipswich
had their best attacking
period o! me match.

the
scrums 15-13, but bad
hsndunu let them down.
Souths led the penal-
tl'w count 11-6.
IO Dhll.noz' ‘l‘::(:%'(:.lll

e
3

16
13
16

10

Redfern Oval
Lang Park
Leichhardt Oval
Leichhardt Oval
Leichhardt Oval
Lang Park

Leichhardt Oval



By Jack Reardon

1975

% AMCO CU

Wednesday April 16 (Lang Park)
Balmain 24 v Brothers 16

Tigerish defence stops
Brothers

SYDNEY Rugby League team Balmain put Brothers out
of the Amco Cup in the main match ot Lang Park last
night by winning a scrappy game 24-16,

Balmain took the lead 11 minutes from the start
ond were always in front from there, scoring four tries

fo two.

Balmain's captain and
halfback Kelth Outten
was awarded the player
of the match. He was
tremendous in defence
and smart In attack, but
1 thought he had his best
ptnod in the last 10 min-
utes,

For this award, Outten
receives a color TV set. 1
thought fullback Allan
McMahon was well
nhead of Outten for this
award until WAS Ie-
placed at half-time for
no obvious reason

McMahon had figured

Jater, In one of his ven-
tures into the attack, he
whipped through Broth-
ers backline defence to
take two tacklers over
the Jine as he scored.

Brothers were below
strength,

Mishandlea

Before the match they
lost thelr captain and
fullback Wayne Bennett
and outstanding forward
of last week-end, Noel
Harrington, with injurles
received last Sunday.

The Jlocal competition
leaders did not really fire
until the last quarter
when they attacked with
more zip, scored one try
and narrowly missed sev-
eral others,

However, Brothers un-
der the sharpshooting
defence of Balmain,
frequently mishandled as
U\eyl;lm-(l ((;lpn& in im-
possible positions.

Brothers' best player
was centre Graham
Quinn, who was particu-
larly strong in defence

ALK WHen ne wWas give

en a good pass. 3
Quinn scored Brothers
second try with a great

burst of speed after tak-
ing & from second
rower Lester Young.

Young had also done
the lead up work for
Brothers’ first try when
he weaved through three
tackles and gave lan
Dauth an opportunity to
beat the fullback and
score.

Druth had kept Broth-
ers within touch of
Balmain’s score with a
series of penalties. He
landed five goals which,
with his try, gave him a
personal tally of 13
points,

Generally, Brothers
Iacked the experience
and speed of the Balme-
a:n backs. But in the for-
wards, David Wright was
well up with the best of
his opponents and Bob
Cock did not give up try-
ing for the entire match
fupm a severe batter-
ng.

Cock, however, did
mishandle on a few occa-
slons in vital positions,

The best of Balmain's
forwards' were Jock Tre-
vor Ryan and second ro-
wer John Spencer while
in the backs apart from

Outten, Jelf Shleld was
very quick and clever.

Former Queensiand
player Dennis Manteit
came on As A replace-
ment but had only one
threatening run late in
the match.

The try of the match
came from Shleld, who
whipped through to fol-
low up a well-placed
short kick by Outten, got
the right bounce and
gathered the ball in to
score without a hand laid
on him,

Brothers centre Mur-
ray Schultz and Jock
Stan Damro were injured
and replaced by Brian
Bennett and Mike Seary.

Referee Don  Lanca-
shire was very severe on
Balmain for their off
side tactics, particularly
in_the rucks. He penal-
ised them 21 times to
Brothers 10. Scrums fa-
voured Balmain 8-7.

ret Balmain

2,
Ary seorersi
hers 1,

o
.

BROTHERS replocement centre Brian Bennett found himself the meat in the sondwich
of this tackle by two Balmain defenders in last night’s Amco Cup Rugby Leogue match ot
Lang Park. Looming in support of Bennett is second rower, Lester Young. Balmain won 24-16.
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Wednesday April 30 (Leichhardt Oval)
Toowoomba 22 v Norths (Sydney) 13

LINDENBERG STAR IN
TMBA RL CUP WIN

SYDNEY. — Toowoombo haltback Wayne Lindenber

was the stor

of his team’s victory over North Sydney in their Amco Cup Rugby League closh
at Leickkardt Oval lost -night.

The Toowoomba (eam
had & comfortable 22-13
win with Lindenberg the
key figure in most of his
side’s movements,

Lindenbery tackled the
bigger North Sydney for-
wards out of the game and
always made ground in
possession.

He capped a fine per-
formunce with a superb

solo try 12 minutes into
the second half
Lindenberg  shaped o

kick 25 metres from the
Notth Sydney line, but
darted through & gap,
dummicd to beat fullback

McLachlan and scored
near the pocts

North Sydney won
scrums  15-10 but  Too-

woomba shocked the
southerners when they
went to a 7-nil lead after
only 25 minutes.

Toowoomba's captain,
prop forward John Wilson
combined with Lindenberg
and then received a pass
from Lindenberg to crash
o¥er alongside the posts.

Toowoomba went further
ahead after hall tume to
bead 22-5 with 12 minutes
of play remalning.

North  Sydney scored
two face-saving tries in the
last two minutes but the
run oA 0o late o halt
Toowoomba's path W vi-
oy

The Toowoomba for-
wands gave a solid delen-

sive exiibition and nulli-
fied much of Nottiivs glat
of possession

Norths made too many
mistakes with front-rower
Healey throwing & long
pass which was intercept-
ed by Toowoomba's Willie
Weatherall, who ran 80
melres Lo score.

Toowoondg have six re-
presentatives in the
Queensiand Country team
to play Brisbane on Sun-
Gay in the fnal Queens-
land selection trials

Former Kangaruwo cen-
tre John McDonald coa h-
ed the Toowoomba side

As Lindesay Jones saw
it, Page 28

Tmba wins 22-13

by LINDESAY JONES

Toowoomba lived up to its reputation of the “Galloping
Clydesdales” and dumbfounded the southern critics by giving North
Sydney a beating by 22 to 13 after having led by seven points to

five at half-time.

The match, an Ameco
Cup fixture, was played at
Leichhardt Oval, Sydney.

The win was spear-
headed by Toowoomba's
half Wayne Lindenberg,
who Is without doubt the
most promising and enter-
taining footballer since
present Toowoomba coach
John McDonald was play-

ing here (n the mid-six-
ties

Lindenberz won & colour
televiston set for his ef-
forts,

The home side’s caplain
John Wilson playved a fine
game untit he left the
field wiin an arm injury.

Apart from the dancing
{feet of Lindenberg. it must

have thrilled League fol-
lowers to see the maznifi-
cent solo effor! of winger

Willle  Weatherall, who
after intercepting a North
Sydney pass, ran the

leng:h of the fieid hotly
pursued by champion pro-
lXc:\smnal runner McLach-
an.

However, Weatherall
stuck to his task to just
reach the try line to score.

Tooxoomba Dow goes
into the second round.

Much of the credit for
the win must go to the
coaching prowess of form-
er international John Mc-
Donald.

Scores: Toowoomba 22
(Wilson Lindenberg, Wea-
therall, Muirhead tries;
Frith 4. Lindenberg goals)
d North Sydney 13 (Prettf,

Colman, Rawlins tries,
Burnett 2 poals),
North Svdney won

scrums 15-10.
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Wednesday May 7 (Leichhardt Oval)
St George 35 v Norths (Brisbane) 16

Saints
swamp
Norths

SYDNEY. — St. Goorg-,
Rugby Leogue pramiership
lecders, took o step in
another - direction when
they overpowered Bris-
bane’s Northern Suburbs
35-16 in:ian Amco Cup
first round motch ot
Leichhardt Oval lost night.

Led by Blily Swith in
the absence of Graeme

were complete
from -time.
Norths their
lay in the halt
after receivin, Amggoop-
rtunity, ker
ick Gelger and _half-
back Tommy Bishop

LS IR PV
aodwin'7 Soalty @ Brisbans
orths 16 (G. Harrison, O

tries; 8. Warwick 8
#OAls).

Wednesday May 7 (Leichhardt Oval)
Penrith 37 v Souths (Brisbane) 9

Bill Ashurst dominated
Penrith's 37-90 win over
Brisbane Souths.

Ashurst scored two
tries and had a hand in
three others: ags he de-
moralised the south for-
wards.

Panrith 37 Ashurst 2,
Wast 2, Alisopp, Quian, m’m.

O onts Ashurst "2 soais)
Souths B (Oobeich try: Gras

ham 3 soals).
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Wednesday June 18 (Lang Park)
Valleys 15 v Toowoomba 6

Valleys en
the drough

AMCO CUP WIN 15.6

By David Folkenmire

VALLEYS Rugby Leozuo team’s drought ended in pouring rain
ot Lang Park last night when they upset Toowoomba in & second

round Amco Cup match,

A huge possession ad-
vantage was the chief
reason for Valleys 15-6
win.

Valleys'  irrepressibie
Jittle hooker Hugh
O'Doherty, not a recognt-
sed ball winner. crushed
Toowoomba's Mal
Haworth 22-11 In the
scrums

O'Doherty
outstanding in general
play and received the
man of the match award
— n color television set.

The win broke x suc~
cession of elght losses for
the Brishane premiers,
who relished the wel g0~
oK

Second win

It was only Valley's
second win of the season
and they now find them-
selves In the quarter fi-
nals of the Amco Cup
against Parramatta

T he highly-favoured
Toowoomba looked the
pest side uq untll half
time when Valieys were
lucky 8-3 leaders

But Valleys, adapting
better to the conditions.
took controd in the third
quarter to take a {3-f
lead and half back Ross
Strudwick potted two
field goals in the last
quarter to seal the resuil.

It was simply a matter
of Toowoombs not bein
uble 1o chase the vall al
night and keep the pres- -
sure on Valleys, and their

was alo

pattern of play sub-
sequently suffered
NOWOOMba WAt un-

lucky to lose itx prop for-
ward and captain John
Wilson in the opening
minutes with an injury,
wnile Valleys tough rec-
cnd rower John Abbott
left the field ecarly in the
last quarter and was tak-
en to hospital with & rev-
ere concussion

Sideline kick

Valleys scored three
tries to two with jock
Jeff Gill and Strudwick
poth forcing thelr way
over from the dummy
half position.

The Diehards third try
came early in the third
quarler v«hﬂ“nrop Bruce
MeLeod picked up a loose
ball and spun it quickly
out to Marty Scanlan
who put Gerry Filzpatr-
ek over.

Replacement
lani Sommer kicked &
wreat conversion from
near the sideline to put
Valleys ahead 13-3.

winger

The best try of the
night was scored by Too-
woomba In the first
quarter. It resulted from
the bnihance of half
hack Wayne Lindenberg
who Intercepted & pass
from Valleys centre Bob
Beatson and raced 40
metres before putting
u-lrs‘er Russell Crisp over
in the corner.

Toowoomba's other try
came late in the third
quarter when substitute
ullback David Klease
kicked an up and under
which he regained over
the lLine

‘The malch was marred
by loose handling be-
cause of the continuous
rain

Valley's best were

O'Dahng_ Strudwick,
Abbott, Gill and Scanlan
and for Toowoomba

huives Lindenberg and
Alan Smith showed out.
Steve McCosker and
Greg Platz were the hest
o! the Toowoornba for-
wards

Freuch referee Francis
Escande awarded penal-

ties 16-7 to Too-
WOOmba
scorers:  Valleys R,
b . el try
Valteys 8, oo
- 2
SCORES  Valleys 15 ()
Cill. R, Strudwich, LN
ipatrick ek, 1.
Sommer ale, 4 w 2
fe) o LD
Crisp, O . tries ).
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AMCO CUP QUARTER FINAL

Wednesday July 23 (Leichhardt Oval)
Parramatta 33 v Valleys 10

Valleys overwhelmed in Sydney

SYDNEY, « Pamramaotta
had too much pace aond
power for Valleys, winning
33-10 in the Amco Cup
Rugby Leogue quarter-
final last night,

Spearheaded by former
Australian five-eighth
Dennis Pittard, Parra-
matta scored seven Lries
to two, anad Pittard land-
ed six goals from eight
attempts.

Valleys had a brief mo-

ment of glory when they

led 5-0 at the end of the
first quarter after a spec-
tacular try by winger
Doug Muir,

Five-eighth Marty
Scanlan got the ball to
Muir at halfwayv, The
speedy winger outpaced
his opposite, then cut in-
side to beat the covering
lock forward and the
fullback to score beside
the post.

Muir was the
standing Valleys plaver.
He defended strongly
and twice prevented cer-
taln tries by crossing to
the opposite wing to make
strong tackles.

Parramatta levelled at
S5-all early 1n the second
quarter, then went ahead
15-5 after winning five
stuceessive serums,

Vallevs scored their
second try when Al
McInnes put John Ab-
bott over near the post
from a ruck.

But by hall-time Par-
ramatta had gone to a
20-10 lead and was In
charge from then.

oult-

Vallevs were Queens-
land's last hope 1n the
Ameco Cup. Their “take”
for reaching the quarter-
final was $3350.



PRELIMINARY

March 31, 1976
March 31, 1976
March 31, 1976
March 31, 1976
April 7, 1976
April 7, 1976
April 14, 1976
April 14, 1976
April 21, 1976
April 28, 1976
May 5, 1976
May 19, 1976
June 9, 1976
June 30, 1976

QUARTER

July 14, 1976

% AMCO CUP

(Games involving Queensland teams)

ROUNDS

North Queensland
Toowoomba
Ryde-Eastwood
Souths (Sydney)
Brothers
Canterbury (Sydney)
Auckland

Cronulla

Easts (Brisbane)
Riverina

Wests (Brisbane)
Brothers
Manly-Warringah
Canterbury (Sydney)

FINAL

Balmain

Wednesday March 31 (Toowoomba)
North Queensland 21 v Wide Bay 11

NQ too strong

ROCKHAMPTON. — North Queensiand outclassed Wide ‘Bay in
their Amco Cup Rugby League match ot Browne Park last night,

winning 21-11,

try conversions,

1976

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

21
39
29
17
19
40
30
28
38
36
17
12
24
13

19

First polnts came in the
3 u of the

seventh minutes
second

quarter. North

Queensland
Frank Dalsy

fullback
took & pres-

def
def
def
def
def
def
def
def
def
def
def
def
def
def

def

try.
?{om, Queensiand went
when

further

9

Wide Bay
Northern Territory
Ipswich

Souths (Brisbane)
Penrith

North Queensland
Redcliffe
Toowoomba
Canterbury (N2Z)
Valleys

Norths (Brisbane)
Northern Division
Wests (Brisbane)
Easts (Brisbane)

Brothers

in a late

orth  1um
Queensland went Into the o Bt
break with an 8-nil lead.

N 00 O NN N O O

Rockhampton
Toowoomba
Toowoomba
Lang Park
Lang Park
Lang Park
Lang Park
Lang Park
Lang Park
Lang Park
Lang Park
Leichhardt Oval
Lang Park
Leichhardt Oval

Leichhardt Oval



Wednesday March 31 (Toowoomba)
Toowoomba 39 v Northern Territory 7

TMBA HAS EASY WIN

IN AMCO CUP CLA

by LINDESAY JONES

In yesterday’s Amco Cup tie played at the Athletic Oval, the home side coached by former inter-
national John McDonald easily defeated Northern Territory by 39 to-7 after leading 18 to 7 at the end

of the second quarter,

Toowoomba’s  halfback
Tape opened the scoring
with a brilliant try after
some good lead-up work by
second rower Connell.

The home side's second
try was a gem. When
champion professional
runner Crisp found him-
self hemmed in by the
cover defence, he centre
kicked to a perfectly posi-
tioned five-eighth Smith,
who plucked the ball from
the air and raced away to
score.

Toowoomba were quick-
ly exerting their superior-
ity and tries started to
come easily because of
good positional play, par-
ticularly by second rower
Platz, lock forward Gill
and five-eighth Smith.

8mith was the most con-
structive back on the field.
He consistently played
for the man outside him
and this gave the home

" side’s fast outside backs

every chance.

The Northern Territory
side contained some fast
and talented players —
notably fullback Ah Wong
and the centre combina-
tion of Smith and Birch.

Toowoomba's lock for-
ward Gill showed his class
until he left the field with
a hand injury.

Toowoomba now goes to
Sydney ‘for its next Amco
Cup match to play
Cronulla-Sutherland.

The local side is build-
ing up into a formidable
combination and are for-
tunate in having a.coach

- of the calibre of John Mc-

Donald who knows what is
required to do well in Syd-
ney football by today's
standards.

Toowoomba play Wide
Bay here next Sunday in
a Carlton Cup match.

Toowoomba 39 (R. Crisp
3 tries, W. Tape 2, A.
Smith 1, I. Lindenmayer 1,

tory 7 (R. Adams try;
Ah Wong 1 conversion
and a penalty).

A pair of football boots
donated by Alderman
Lindesay Jones for the
most constructive Too-
woomba player were won
by Alan Smith,

M. Muirhead 1, W.
Weatherall 1; G. Arndt 4
conversions, W. Tape 2)
_ defeated Northern Terri-

DETERMINATION or desper Northern Tarritory ployers in oction in
on Amce motch in Toowoombo yesterdoy when they went down fto the
Toowoombo Rugby Leogue team 39-7.

Wednesday March 31 (Toowoomba)
Ryde-Eastwood 29 v Ipswich 13

EARLY GAME

condition of the Sydney
side. In a beaten side

after leading 21 points to 5
at the end of the second
quart.:‘rl.c fullba Che- cames
Ipswich ck
mello opened the scoring
with a difficult penalty,
but ‘'soon afterwards Ryde
E: d's five-eighth Til-
brook scored the first try
when he dimmied his way
through near the posts, -
Ryde Eastwood had a
glut of the ball throughout
the match. They are a
team which makes the ball
do the work as evidenced
by winger Moy's two tries.
Ryde’s best players were
the back row trio of Bar-
rett. Palmer and Rady who
were constructive in at-
tack and destructive in
defence.
The Ipswich combina-
tion was spirited, but they
lacked the experience and

10

1, Tilbrook 1; Gibson §

and 2 penal-
ties) defeated Ipswich 13
(Glass 1 try, Duncan, Mc-
Millan 1; Chemello 1 pen-
alty and conversion).
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Wednesday March 31 (Lang Park)
Souths (Sydney) 17 v Souths (Brisbane) 8

AUSTRALIAN Rugby League Test forward Paul Sait led South Sydney to a

17-8 victory over Brisbane Souths from the unaccustomed position of five-
eighth in last night’s Amco Cup match ot Lang Park.

Sait, who appeared to usurp leadership from Souths

captain and Australian team-mate

Gary Stevens, pulled

the team out of depression early in the second half.

beld the Sydney team all
t had persisted.

adble displs b‘ a
B o o aar ot g&“h“'s"
the second balf the pouths and the bero of
match, which had been a D¢ #ide was fullback

st purse, with Sait the
man who waved & magic

wand,
From & scrum

diately following the sec-
ond half kick-off Sait
made & great break to
send replacement centre,
tsun Little over for the
irst

Prom then Sait became
the danger man, always

e s rtes
commanding attention of Litme 3 0. 2
UD 10 three ADG fOUr de=  fogty & poatay o & (T OF

At that stage Brisbane fenders and w‘ his
mmwl%-&m é‘lo He gained s D
mmmtwmu mmmno’z; owns
by the local boys, and second-: .
Ball trom the nnmriw e ) .é:ﬂ'&ﬁé‘;‘ x'«? o
were only two [AYG David Graat and easlly
clean Dreaks in the fing D riecs Term Faber
half, and both came from arter e
Souih Sydney aqanst & I h e Ruperionty  TOOW —The
mﬂ:;:xﬂmd gw"‘n';, with two tries to nil, al-  home side beat
foreard \eater gnd Aus. LDOUSh they Sill Bid & Nerthern Territory 39.7 in
e S S plderied WG En T
Jars witharew b~ Tam Gillogly had booted s coring aise tries.
match four goals. h Toowoomba was quick
Creditable - airictime ioovinga oFun e v
«umc:m .b!’ol and tries st W
= ’!‘:bna & credit to the tentir:n Jogx;u ?hmm m'sr- m?&,fu‘ pll '.’,L," °‘-§m.
Sl AR Bwoel By pll R TROR
ence evor Reardon for ot
‘n:s:t half. “m the refer- m: ::::u::h B.m;:h".'
o
All 1 elr Reardon was later™ E._"‘l.k"':"l‘.i._..,." L%
detw:l:. but fnanding found guilty of W i, )
e T sec- d recelved & SEVETe . hdsma wyr AN Wews 3
ond-rower Doug o - woals). o
new prop John Uni- The incident RYDE 29 (Tredgen, Co-
Ecabe, and fullback Dale ghen Brisbane was (o o m"ﬂ' P
the of & movement  (CRL I3 it Uneieme 3 £
In that dreary first Which could have put it SOy ¢
Balf, South Bydney play- Shesd Crant had shaty BRISBANE Souths Rugby League centre
ers greatly attributed to ence, John Grant (right) stepped out of one tackle
their own troubles in at- § ETEAL PIR 10 but was firmly held by South Sydney five-
tack with Lttle variation TO%er Pai Phel STl ¥ ;
from a general theme of Phelan, with flying elghth, Paul Sait, during last night's Amco
- down - up - the JinAeR Mitch Brennan Cup match at Lang Park. South Sydney won
middle attack, Qutiide. and . anly.: 08 17-8. Sait was the star of the match.
Brisbane “Souths ac- TAR {0 beat, prssed
o P;,” knocked down
with soud front-on de-
by 8 defender.
fence. and Dave yC>\'e.-l:l it was & credit-
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AMCO CUP

Wednesday April 7 (Lang Park)
Brothers 19 v Penrith 8

ROTHERS FIRE

crushing

up

win

By Lowrie Kavonagh

BROTHERS scored o crushing 19-8, five.
tries to two victory, over Sydney Rugby
Leogue club Penrith in the Amco Cup ot
Lang Park lost night,

It wos o runowoy win, but hod Brothers’
ocolkicker, lon Dauth, been in his usuol
bcen slaughter,

orm it would have

Dauth  missed = seven
onl attempts well within
s normal kicking range

and several of them were

eu’
His kicking was s0 bad
he took himself off for
the final kick in the clos-
ing stages. His replace-
ment, Rick Willmett,
missed another easy shot
Penrith, grand finaltsts
in the Amco Cup In 1974,
were dreary last nxfm
and never looked ik
winning sgainst a
patched Brothers side.
Take Fnglish second
rower Brian Ashurst and
halfback Terry Wickey
out of this Sydne uce
and it could have
team [rom Bounmlh nn
an end-of-t he-xason

trip.

rothers’ pack, headed
brilbantly by captain
and second rower vid
Wright, overpowered the
Bydney forwards.

Wright was my man of
the match for his lead-
ership. direction of play,
hls Jnmml performance

complete in-
\o.\ﬂmnl in the play.

But I did not duagree

when Brothen' prop Noel

“Chips™ Hnmr:r.un won
the color TV set as the
xuil r of the match.
Harrington played
himself into the ground
and Ail{iﬂtd o1t shartly ~
before full Ume suffering
cramp and exbaustion.
He plsyed 2 leading
role {or half .the match,
softening Lthe Penrith
pack with bullocking
runs in centre field.
Harrington rarely
falled 0 bump off two
and three tacklers in his
early attack. MHe ran with
such Jforce that he had
Bydney defencers hold-
ing oft and opening the
way lor Brothers atlack.
Another bhero for
Brothers was half back
John Heriihy, who
layed all over his oppo-
nent.
First  scacars Ponritn  We.
. N

BROTHERS’ forward Noel “Chips”
Harrington gets the ball away as the
Penrith defence closes in

Wednesday April 7 (Lang Park)
Canterbury (Sydney) 40 v North Queensland 0

A CANTER

Canterbury Bankstown

w-.-u' victory oter North
Nor.h Queensiand de-

{ence was non existent
and their all-round dis-

North Quesnsiand
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REDCLIFFE BLITZED BY

Wednesday April 14 (Lang Park)

R
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in knev nirst In o bid
Cup motch at Long
Aucklond

to halt on Auckiond player during the Amco

ighe moves in to support,

outclossed tha Dolphins 30.5.

Centra Vie T

REDCLIFFE second rower Chris Mason goes

Pork lost night,
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Wednesday April 14 (Lang Park)
Cronulla 28 v Toowoomba 5
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EASTS RUN RIOT
WITH 10 TRIES

1976

% AMCO CUP

Wednesday April 21 (Lang Park)
Easts (Brishane) 38 v Canterbury (NZ) 7

By Lawrie Kavonogh

BRISBANE Rugby League team of the moment, Easts, squashed New Zeclond’s Conterbury
38-7 in the Amco Cup at Lang Park last night.

The score flottered Canterbury because, in true perspective, it was 10 tries to one. Hod

Easts fielded a reasonably competent kicker it would have been a cricket score.

Without regular kicker
flon Clark, who s In-

ured, Eass stand-ins

;ne Lindenberg and
Nell Crausaz, combined
to miss nine aitempts at
goal, It ended with Crau-
aaz kicking four
from 10 .tumfx
Lindenberg missing three
from three.

Canterbury, the New
Zealand district cham-
plons last season, were a

grest disappointment
sgains. & team nding
high on Its great win

over Brisbane premiers,
Wests, at Lang Park on
Monday

In rm last night's win
’ne Fasts a score of 16
ries to three again:t the
best teams In Brisbane
and New Zealand in the
jast three days.

All that can be sald
from here Is: Look out
Brisbane grand finalists,
Redcl:ffe, when you come
up eagalnst Easts at
langlands Park on 8Sun-

Y.
Easts’ brilllance azain
came from the Tigers’

strong forward wmbuu-
spearheaded by

ng brother
}u-d Morr and the best
hooker-forward in Aus-
tralin for some years,

able o break the ex-

tremely brittle Canterbu-

ry cefence and set up the
aitack as bhe liked.

Leader

He had his side run-
nirg like & Test team
with attackers ahle (o
pass almost at any time,
ut any angie and know
that & teammate would
be therg,

Des Morris won the
coior lelevison el a8
the player of the match
znd 1o one would dupule
the decision.

But then Lang oould

well  feel cheated for
mizalng such & prize as
pia of the match

¢ genlus of lLang
came through on many

occasions, but never mare

50 than when he he managed

to ny up inside halfbsc
Lindenberg and uur

centre Buve Farqar W
score his two tries
”lflu also won scrums
As with his big match
agrinst Wests, prop Rod
Morris s for him-
self Into the front line of

Parquhar sgain had a
nnt m-u.-n u did for-
ward Errol Blingaby,
Fill-in !lu-cluuh
Bowerman was not
disgraced and wmh they
were on the fleld in the

tough early siages luck
John Abbolt and prop
Ocoll N.ylor were

i umm; for uud Mn

in the
WA R gootku task, 5«:-

ond rower Wayne Bunn
tried all the way mnd
halfback Wally son
deserves Lo be with a bet-
ter team, although he
was aln and maybe
could ¢ some blame
for the way his team feil
apart

Test  winger Mockey
Brereton was completely
wasted on the wing, but

then he didn’t stem too
interested in gelling into

Nw action %

whm he m [ ] cyptal

hrsvhyvollht 'ﬂ’

rzwﬂ scorery;  Hosm 13

Mrbury
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Wednesday April 28 (Lang Park)
Riverina 36 v Valleys 2

Valleys

furn

on

shocker

By Lowrie Kavanagh

NEW SOUTH WALES district Rugby League
Riverina humbled Brisbane Valleys 36-? in
the Amco Cup ot soggy Lang Park last night,

Both teams were
patched up because of
missing stars, but even at
full strength, it is hard o
imagine Valleys getting
anywhere near the vis-
itors.

It was & pathetic dis-
play by Valleys, matched
only by Redcliffe’s dis-
aster against Auckland
several weeks ago.

From early in the first
quarter Riverina
swarmed all over Valleys.

The only difficult
thing about the match
was picking the best Riv-
erina player for the color
television set.

Sparkling

Riverina fullback Alan
Blakeney took the TV in
a close tussle with all
tewn-mates but particu-
larly centre Greg Cooke
and lock David Howell.

Blakeney was not In-
volved in this match as
much as his team-mates,
but when he was, he was
sound, and at times,
sparkling.

The match was played
mainly in Valleys territo-
ry, although Valleys won
& fair share of scrums.

However, Valleys were
tackled out of the game
early by s hard-hitting
bunch who continually

heavy tackles, or had
Valleys attackers Jooking
for the defence.

Riverina players ran
onto the ball and backed
up like Valleys might
have two years ago. It is
to be hoped the Queens-
land selectors were not
watching.

The match can be put
in perspective by a plain-
tive plea from s Valleys
supporter in the Outer as

the teams came on safter
half-time with Valleys
trailing 2-15.

“Hey! Riverina. Give
the boys.a go. Don't be
too hard on them!” the
Diehard yelled.

Riverina replied by
pouring on another 21
points to nil.

First  scorers Riverina 9,
Vallays 10.

SCORES; Rivering 38 (A.
|Iu.:luuy' .lﬂ. cu‘u 2, 1.
askis, P. Bishop, J. Deyle,
. Scott tries: ; Eisenhuner

goais) 4. Valleys 2 ()
Sommer ¢.).
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Wednesday May 5 (Lang Park)
Wests (Brisbane) 17 v Norths (Brisbane) 2

WESTS WHIP INTO
NEXT CUP ROUND

LIGHTWEIGHT NORTHS FINALLY WILT

By Dovid Falkenmire

TOP Brisbane Rugby League team Wests beat lowly placed Norths 17-2 in a hard-tackling Amco
Cup match ot Lang Park last night,

It wos a much closer match than the scores sug?est although Wests never really looked like
losing. Norths lacked the penetration in attack to fully test Wests’ defence.

But Norths tackled like The defence finally Oliphant’s busy, all- named man of the (he second round of the
terriers to restrict Wests  cracked and ‘Wests’ half-  round duplay in a matich  match Ameo Cup.
to only one try and a 7-2 back Greg Oliphant which featured no real Wests have Joined two Their next match will
lead until late in the scampered over for the asags won him & color other Brisbane teams, be against the powerful
third quarter, first of his two tries, television set for being Brothers and Easts, In  Bydney team, Manly, at
Lang Park on June 9.

Last night’s match
drew the best crowd of
the series and no one
would have left the
ground disappointed.

It was a lively match
from start to finish and
there was plenty of feel-
ing between the two
teams.

Bullocking prop Max
Williamson was probably
Wests' best forward, and
was certalnly the most
destructive.

He caused havoc among
the lghtweight Norths
forwards by repeatedly
charging up the middle
with three or four de-
fenders hanging from
him

The Wests camp
claims Williamson s not
yet fully fit, 50 look out
for him as the season

progresses.

Bob Green, the other
prop, played strongly be-
fore being {arced off at
three quarter time after
taking a heavy knock,

Richie Twist made sev-
eral exciting runs and
scored Wests® firat try af-
ter brushing aude &
couple of tacklers and
apriniing 30 melres.

Gary Prickett and
Norm Carr gave thelr
ususl whoichearted dis-
plays, particularly in de-
fence.

Aworry
There were plenty of
goers in Norths' team,
the most prominent
being the back row pair,
Steve Calder and Tony*
“Trent.

Hooker Brad
O'Bullivan gave It every-
thing and Darryl Broh«
man fealured on oOtCa-
sions.

But coach Tommy
Bishop must be con-
cerned at the lack of at-

better.

It took Wests until the
18th minute of the first
quarter (o score a try and
they were ahead only §-2
at half tme.

Wayne Stewart, after
missing his first three
shots st goal, kicked the
next four.

Brohman landed one
out of two for Norths.

Fust  scorers:  Wests
No 9. Norths No. 11

Scores: Wests 17 (O.
Oliphant 2, R. Twist
tries; W..Stewart 4
K o . goals); ¢ Norths 2 (D,
4 o ¢ 2 y ; B:ohman goalr, S:;ugu.

S B e OO - P o 2 Norths 15. Weats 1S Pe-
Al ¥ ¥ D e naities Wests 9, Norths
NORTHS Rugby Leogue halfback Gory Dickens (left) finds himself bottled up by Wests 7.
prop Max Williamson during the Afnco Cup match at Long Park last night, West won 17-2.
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Wednesday May 19 (Leichhardt Oval)
Brothers 12 v Northern Division 6

Dauth’s
Joot the
Ninner

SYDMEIY., -~ Gool
uu: winger fon Dovth
ey Brishons ¢ivh
sothars te an uninspiting
A4 win sver Moctharn

| svisinn in the Auu:h Cup
‘ M' m mat ot
sichhordt Ovel 1@t

M,

Hoth teans scored (wo
5, but frauth made
« difference by lendng
itee guals from elx at-
wpta  while Northern
sviston tried twe goual
Akers without auceess.

Brothers missed thelr
merful  second rTower
avid Wright, whe is on
ity with the Queens-
snd Blate side and ale
wugh they sre running
qond I the Britbane
supetition, they Iatled
& inpres: mgain:l ihe
itthecfancied Northern
avison

Northern Divinion
scked pace In  their
scka and were forced to
ttack through their for-
.ards but for mast of the
satch (e straight line
irothers defrnce ®as
cquad to any allack

Brothers' halfoack
tahin Merithy, who sored
o8 teams first try, had
“ungdl yame at the scrum
saie and won the msn of
e maich sward.

Dauth sealed Northern
wvision’s fate whest he
itinted 60 metres and
vmded two would-be
over defenders to acore
neaf the pals

Hertlihy had made the
‘niztin] break before pas.
ng o Ick Alan Rafton
=ho rent Dsuth on
s dash o the lite
o
Em:t.'.é'umu Y f&!ou.
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Wednesday June 9 (Lang Park)

Manly-Warringah 24 v Wests (Brisbane) 8

BUSHIE BURST
INTO SPOTLIGHT

By Lawrie Kavanagh

THREE Poms and a bushie from Dubbo boosted top Sydney Rugby League
club Manly-Warringah to a shattering 24-8 victory over Brisbane premiers
Wests in the Amco Cup at Lang Park last night.

Wests were not in the
race once the Sydney
team got into stride late
in the match.

But Wests were un-
lucky not to have lead at
halftime after seeing
Manly-—winger- - Peter
Byrne, score from what
appeared to be a forward
pass, and minutes later
have a try ruled away
when Henry Willlamson
lost the ball over the line.

That was the bad luck
for the Jocal premiers.

But. the real difference
in the two free-flowing
teams were Manly's three
English imports, lock
Steve Norton, playing his
first game for Manly,
halfback Gary Stephens
and second rower Phil
Lowe, and the surprise
packet of the match,
prop forward Col Parks.
Norton, the fiery Eng-
lishman who was out-
standing in Great Brit-

ain's tour of Australia in
1974, was brilliant in his
first club match in Aus-
tralia.

Wests' defence could
not cope with his ability
to set up teammates no
fenders hung from him.

Devastating

He was taken off at
three-quarter time, no
doubt club officials well
satisfied that he should
go straight into First
Grade with the team in
next week - end’s Sydney
fixtures.

His fellow countrymen
Lowe and Stephens were
no less devastating, par-
ticularly Stephens in one

outstanding  individual
try late in the third
q

uarter.

But that was to be ex-’
pected fram players of
such, vast Mternational
experience,

What was not expected
was the display from the
21-year-old Dubbd> un-
known, Col Parkes,
which won him a color
television set as player of
the match.

Parkes played a fiaw-
less game and capped it
by scoring a most -
served try — one of six
scored by the visitors.

His positioning in at-
tack and defence and
controlled pasing were a
feature of the match.

Before this match
Parkes was more or less
an after-thought for
Manly-Warringah.

Manly talent scouts
were in Dubbo for their
grand final last year to
look at their hooker of
last night, Brian Wilson
®Wilson played well
enough to attract a small
sprinkle of big city mon-
ey and Parkes, who was
outstanding in that
match, was also signed

up in a bargain-base-
ment deal.

On last? night's per-
formance, Parkes is
headed for the top.

Sad to say no one from
Wests looked headed
anywhere but sideways in
the last two quarters.

After their setback of
the lost try, they just
faded away.

But severai playvers
were worthy of mention.
Halfback Greg Oliphant
was once again notable
for his direction of play
and fullback Garry
Thomas and Greg
Mc’Carthy made some
crowd-pleasing breaks.

Centre Harry Cameron
was tough and clever as
always but lacked the
speed to break the class
defence. 5

Prop John Young
made some strong runs
as did second rower Hen-
ry Willlamson.

But generally Wests
could not match the
guile and the strength
which was mainly pro-
vided by three Poms and

a bushie.
First_scorers: Manly-War-

h 2, Wests S
cOres:
M. W

Manly - Warringah

’
s B8 .
Bradshaw, G. Prickett I'I‘QI:
W. Stewart g). Amco Shield:
m:;o; High 13 d._ Gunnsdah

'WESTS Rugby League centre Harry Comeron

makes o desperate diving tackle on Manly’s

Alon Thompson during the Amco Cup motch

ot Lang Park last night. The Sydney-siders
won 24.
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Wednesday June 30 (Leichhardt Oval)
Canterbury (Sydney) 13 v Easts (Brisbane) 7

Easts not
disgraced

SYDNEY.— Cold and rain and Gary Dowling put Bris-
bane club Easts out of the Amco Cup Rugby League
sccond round match at Leichhardt Oval here last night,

Eosts were upset by a bitter driving
wind accempanied by slecty rain, but their
biggest problem was the Canterbury-Banks.
town fullback Dowling, who recently re-
turned from a long spell with a broken jaw.

Dowling led his team
to a 13-7 win over Easis
— certamnly no disgrace
for the Brisbane team

But 1t one took Dow-
ling out of this Can-
terbury team there was
nothing between the
fourth placeg Sydney
premtershup  team  and
Eas's :

Dowling scoredt two
brilliant trics in a match
in which Canterbury
scored three tries to one,

But it was not an over-
whelnung victory by any
means

Considering Easts had
three Siate torwmards,
John Payne, and Des and
Rod Morris out, it washan

ineredible  periormance
Dy Easts,

The voung Fasls play-
ers  went particularly

well, with. reserve grade
replacement Kum Smuth
doing an outatanding ‘ob
Al second row onee agam,

Easts gave a greal des
fensive ¢isplay against a
sharp  attacking  Can-
terbury team. Canterbury

had most of the pos-
sesion,  although  they
last  the scrums 1213,

20

through  passd lapses
by the Queensianders.

Easty' fullback Roger
Kuhin always iooked dan-
gerous in attack and de-
fended very well

Steve  Famuhar  also
was outstunding and sel
up the trv of the match

He causht the Caan-
terbury team flat fooled
wtlh a amart delared
pass  to Kahn, who
aent winger Meek Nicolau
over for Eavis only try
after 10 minutes

That gune
shock 5.0 jead.

But it was tot lorg be.
fore Canterburv-Bank-
stown came back with an
equaliung try two uun-
utes later and the score
Was Seall

Pattern

Donling et the pattern
for Canterdury when he
acored two  tries within
ten minutes at the end of
the firdt quarter and mito
the se<ond quarter

At half time Canterdbu-
v led 13-7 — the final
a0re

The Queensland team
was on the defenvive tor
much of the second halt,
but they heid out coura-
geously,

Outstanding  forwards
for Basts were second ro-
wer Kim Smith, Jock
John Abbott, and prop
Geoff Naylor.

And in the bavks Fare
quhar, Wawne Lind-
enberg and Roger Kuhn
were solid.
(0?"6‘.’-‘3?{'3.‘“&'." \{
mo~?.m bylmo_ a
. (1) colaw Iry; W.
tadenders 2 geair).

Basis »
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AMCO CUP QUARTER FINAL

Wednesday July 14 (Leichhardt Oval)
Balmain 19 v Brothers 3

Brothers sink In

Cup bog

SYDNEY. — Brothers, Brisbane's last Amco
Cup challengers, were eliminated by Bal-
main in a quarter-final last night,

Halmaipn won 190 1mn
mauteh pleyed under
deplorable condition

Ry s tallen nimost
continuously 1 Sydney
snee Sunday, and thete
Is No  reason wihyy  the
nutelt could not have
been switched to Lung
Park

Hualmaln selector, and
former first grace centre
Terry Parker, said: “"We
were all prepared for the
mateh to be tennaferred
to Arishane

“The condilions were
close 10 the worst 1 hinve
aven at Letchhardt Ouval
In 10 years with Dalmes
aln

Bolmuin, alded by a
massive 15«8 scrum ade-
CVANDTRRe, overpowered
Nrother:, whose haoke,,
Greg. Kewne, wias playng

his first 1o smade maich,
B2l an sored ve

o one and the re-

sull was peter in coubl.

Casualty

Brothers were unlucky
to loce fullback Alan
Power after the first
quarter with a leg injury,
He ts unhikely to play
azainst Valieys on Satur-
day.

Halfback John Herlihy
was = late withdrawal
His place was taken by
Shane Dyson who gave &
determined display.

Balmain's eveTEreen
second-rower Deanis
Tulty slood oul in de-
fence and won the man
ol the match anard.

He was cloeels preced
W mmeoedd jwonp Keith
Coo. and Brodhers long-
STTIGINng soud-rower
Hot Cock

teup

21

the only
clean break in the
maten, from shich a try

Cou e

and was alwpys promi-
nent,

Hrothers® only points
came nudway through
the second quarter when
Reans dived over from
dulmy Ladl.

Balmain lad only 5-3
ar half-time, but in-
creased to 11-3 aller the
third quarter.

They added two more
tries and a penalty goal
by Rus«el Cox m the last
quarter.

Former Brothers playe
er Dengs Mantei:, res
: from a long Ly e
if throuszh mjury, had &
pood came tor Balmain

Feter MeNamara and
Dasid Wonght were the
aest [er Brothers. along
wilh Cock wlule the
packline had Lttle
chance i the beg.

SCORES: Balmain 19 (T
MecMahon, D.
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1977

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

(Games involving Queensland teams)

March 30, 1977 Toowoomba 31 def North Queensland
March 30, 1977 Brothers 16 def Wynnum-Manly
March 30, 1977 Central Queensland T def Wide Bay
(Won on penalty countback)
April 6, 1977 Redcliffe 19 def Wests (Brisbane)
April 6, 1977  Cronulla 75 def Central Queensland
April 13,1977  Wests (Sydney) 60 def Norths (Brisbane)
May 4, 1977 North Coast 40 def Ipswich
May 4, 1977 Valleys 19 def lllawarra
May 4, 1977 Souths (Brisbane) 20 def Canterbury (NZ)
May 25, 1977  Monaro 21 def Easts (Brisbane)
June 1, 1977  Valleys 13 def Brothers
June 8, 1977  Canterbury (Sydney) 25 def Toowoomba
June 8, 1977  Wests (Sydney) 20 def Redcliffe
June 29, 1977  Northern Division 34 def Souths (Brisbane)
QUARTER FINAL
July 20, 1977  Easts (Sydney) 35 def Valleys

Wednesday March 30 (Toowoomba)
Toowoomba 31 v North Queensiand 13

At Toowocombn,
Queensiand representa-
tive (Greg Pialz spear-
headed Toowoomba (0
RN inmpressive 3i-13 win
over North Queensland
in an Amco Cup match.

Platz consistent]y
broke the defence with
crashing bursts snd his
ball distribution was =2
major iInfluence in most
of ‘Toowoomna's seven
wies

Toowoomba 31 (Peux 2.
Statiman 2. Redison, Lind.
enmeyer, Groan iries, Schot
6 908is) 4 Wik Qusensiond

131 {Savwro, Quagtigiie, Mmort
tres, Graw 2 goals

22

13
15

22
10
12
18

15

20

Toowoomba
Lang Park

Rockhampton

Lang Park
Leichhardt Oval
Lang Park
Ipswich

Lang Park
Lang Park
Lang Park
Lang Park
Toowoomba
Leichhardt Oval
Lang Park

Lang Park
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Wednesday March 30 (Lang Park)
Brothers 16 v Wynnum-Manly 15

BROTHERS fullback Alon Power gets his pass awoy os he is tackled from behind by o

Wynnum-Monly player in lost night's Amco Cup match ot Long Pork.

timely, as Brathers winger lon Dauth ran 657 1o it and scored. — Photo by Borry Pascoe.

Wednesday March 30 (Rockhampton)

6-15 CUP THRILLER
Brothers ti
Wynnum

fast night,

Winnum came from
down 5-16 at half tme
with outstanding indi-
vidual pisy by fullback
Trevor Wood, centre
Greg Perreit and half-
back Ernie Edwards

But despite the Win-
num recovery they did
not deserve Lo win

Brothers had the bet-
ter of play for the major-
sty of the match and
produced the brighter at-
tack,

Ryan, who switched
from five-eighth to half-
back because of injury.to
three  Brothers halves,
was the outstanding
player and deserved the
color TV set he won as
player of the match

He gave his fast backs
superior  service, Wwas
brilliant In attack and
tackled tenaciously.

Ryan i1s a great five-
eighth. but after a dis-
play like last night he
must have Brothers’ ce-
lectors thinkipg about
holding him at halfback
for a while.

Because of his light-

The pass wos ning ' service Brothers'

Central Queensland 7 v Wide Bay 7
Central Queensiand won on a penalty countback

A: Reckhampton, Cen-
tral Queensland won on

a penaity count after
drawing 7-7 with Wide
Bar.

Central Queensiand 7 (C
O'8Bren try, J South 2 !.un
drew with Wide Bay 7 (B
Kennedy ry, R. McRas 2
poals ).

By Lawrie Kavonagh

the second quarter

centres  Mark  Thomas
and Paul PBeauchamp
and wingers Ian Dauth
and Noel Russell had a
fieid day in attack.

Dauth gathered his
usual bag of points with
two tries and Lwo goals.

His tries were Uypical
corner efforts by an old
warrior being in position
&t the right time

He was a bit off ine in
kicking, landing only two
from five attempts.

Advantage

Brothers also had a biz

advantage in  forward
leader Bob Cock and
Mick

newgomer
MeGuanie, his second row
partner.

Wynnum-Maniys for-
wards Nell Kingston —
whiie he was on Lhe field

— and hooker John
Dowling were nard wofk-
ers.

Firsy Searary ane e

A DEVASTATING 13 points spree in six minutes during
ave Brothers o 16-15 win over
Wynnum-Manly in the Amco Cup match ot Lang Park

Brothers, spearheaded throughout by halfback Chris
Ryan, but particularly in that shattering second quarter
riod, just clung to victory in the face of a great
ynnum-Manly comeback.

Piair, og:-rn O Perremt

Aries 1w 4 i ). -
Amca shisid Kedron MHigh

23'¢ Wynmum Merin High &
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Wednesday April 6 (Lang Park)
Redcliffe 19 v Wests (Brisbane) 10

Redcliffe on
top again

By Lowrie Kavanogh

OUTSTANDING Mliﬂa defence led to an impressive
19-10 win over Brisbane Rugby League premiers Wests
in the Amco Cup ot Lang Povll fost night.

Wests had every opportunity 1o tcks the match  They won
scruma 18.1) and benefited from Redclitfe handling errors.

But the Daolphin de- ig games ftom lock Jan  non-stop game and wom
ferice was almost unpreg- Thinee, second fower Lhe (oior television as the
nabl Chris Mason and prop player of the mawch
Redeliffe forwerés  John Barber But Barber alio wat
were  magnificent, with Thinee bad & 1yPUAlY oy ympressive.

He is not the ame
orerveight  player wsho
came from Bydney last
year for what sppeared
1o te a holiday in Lhe
aun

Barber sl was fining
in the heat last night
when the final whistle
blew

The surpourg thing
about  Regelitfe defence
was the »ay it bottled up
rhampeon fuilback Greg
My Carthy who beat
Norths  altost  ungies
handed last Suntay

MCarthy was  coan-
pletely frutrated by the
sight Redeliffe pattern

I he Redciiffe ‘temr
waa continually put ue-
der prevure by lactical
up and urder Kickrg by
fiveelghth Garey
Thvoer as

who had ar
«

conrh Rot Raper to
low the patters ret 6o

L viis

wiﬂo«( F evade the fockl W Max Wil T By
mo enton Iries to tockle of Wests iomwn duri w Redcliffe — it had
Pork. . "?.«ﬁ.mm oy I i e

REDCUIFFE

Cup Rugby Leog ofLong Looming up in support are Peter Lets ond Tony Obst beess in the operimg fixe
tuze shen Redelilfe de-
feated Wests 26-0 — but
1 WAt neverilieless oun-

\incleg

There Wwas 10 WPk
link 'n Redc s side
Westy' w T Wayre

Srevart -u went off by
Don Lancashire
rine minutes ‘0
r A lackle on bk
Ron Carigr

sart later appearen
betore the Quesrnsard
Rugby Lesgue judiciary
commitiee charged witd
violent conduct In that
Le stff-armed an oppos-

Wednesday April 6 (Leichhardt Oval)
Cronulla 75 v Central Queensland 3

In Sydney, Cronulla-
Sutherland thrashed
Central Queensland 75-3,
scoring 17 tries to one.
Nobbs scored for Central.

24
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Wednesday April 13 (Lang Park)
Wests (Sydney) 60 v Norths (Brisbane) 0

BRISBANE Norths suffered the humiliction of ¢ 60-0

defest at the hands of lowly Syd
Woests in the Amco Cup of Long

Rughy
rk lest night,

ue toom

it was o shombles for Brisbane Rugby Leogue from stort to

. finigh,

Weasts scored )2 Ities —
and North arp on adout
the same level In Bria-
Bine M Wasts are In the
Bydney ¢tlub competition.

Excuses could be found
for Northa, because Lhey
ware without aeveral
stars. buf s0 were Westa

Bul in the noal
spaiyns, the weond rate
Brubene team wap 60
points wout:¢ than the
second rale Mydney team.

Norths staried looking
overawed and S0l WOrwe
as the game went on.

Ready

I saw Norths beat one
of Bribane’s top League
sides. Redcliffe, last Bun-
dsy and (hey
ready to kil & glant”

{at night. they could -
have brert playing their
first Rugby [2ague game.

For &« wbane club
team W have 13° trim
stared sgaifst H with 8-
nost no opposition Is »
blow to Queenslands
repyiation In league.

1 tuifows Central
Queensiand’s crushing
Joss to Bydney’s Croauils
74-1 last week.

All Northa team played
poorly. but ihere were
wme wutstanding players
for Wests

Wests fuliback Wayne
sinith wss outatanding.
He wa never far from
play snd collected four
trier. using speed and an-
Licipation ¥

He highlighted the dif«
ference in the iwo teamt.
He was faster., stronger
and tougher than ahy
Northe player.

Brith waa the Player
of the Maich.

Close (0 Binith as top
player was Uavin Miller,
the former Goulbum
centre playing his fint
Araric Sydney.

Midler 17, » sitong snd

scoted three tries. He ap-
pears W late taken up
where Lhe tthet top New
Bouth Waies equntry
centre Mick Cronun Jell
off.

Westa™ coach. formuet
Test halfdack, Keith
Holman, rested Miler af-
we 4 misutes, sod this

the Plsyer of the Match
award,
Milier was & svrissiion
whtle he was on the field
- and Quesnslang will be
hesrmmg more of
yoongater.

ould. lisve ocost Mier  _H)p. ce-centrs

Uus

orths in League

By Lowtie Kovanagh

Oiteau slio scored three  Afler missing his frst et

tries.” wemgt.' He kitked the
Miller's  replaceinent. ne.\“'t” 12 "JM-t.:. ﬂ:‘

Ken Bourke, scored two B pewen J

late tries to make it 13 v

tred by Westa® bacis. ¢ w

;um Rughy -Ul::n‘ = s ) 4.
)‘Hmm

3 fieid day with 100 D00t gl Ba'S seirios Benetis 13

NORTHS prop Darryl Brohmon manages 1o get his pass gway in o high

tockle during last night's Amco Cup Rugby Leag

25

ue

debocie ot Lang Pork.
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Wednesday May 4 (Lang Park)
Valleys 19 v lllawarra 10

Qld. double
in League

QUEENSLAND scored an unexﬁected Rugby League
double when Valleys and Souths defeated visiting teams
in the double-header at Lang Park last night.

Valleys were very impresstve with their
19-10 win aver lllawarra (N.SW.) in the

opening match:

Tt a patched up
Souths team reallv
caught the iumagination
with their 20-12 victorwy
over wp New Zealand
side Canterbury

The wins salvaged
sonme League prestige for
Queensland, which has
suffered - two—shattering
defeats in the Amco Cup
so far this year.

A forward pack headed
by props Al McInnes and
Tom Duggan spearheaded
Valleys . to victory aiter
poaor handling had made
them look a very ordinary
buncH in the first
quarter

Valleys sertled down in
the second quarter with
McInnes shatlering the
defence on many occa-
sions while gaining much
valuanbnle territory for
Valleys.

He was my
of the match.

But it would be diff:-
cult to take any award
away from his prop part-
ner Duggan, who scored
three tries.

— It was Duggan's{first
try early in the second
quarter that-changed the
tide for Vallevs.
It was a ry

top plaver

through

some wedaxk defence, bit
nevertheless Duggan ran
ixe.a winger for 40 met-
res tor the touchdown.

.. Duegan is normaliv a.

sceered  rower, but  he
handled the prop posi-
ton well. combining ex-

ceilent defence with pun-
1shing autack.

Bursts -

Duggan's twoother
tries were from short
bursts but were scored
with ereat determi-_
natton and anticipation.

His three-irv _ effort
earned him the color
set  tor the

television

McInnes notched Val-
lexs fourth try.

Illawarra managed
onlv two tries which thev
scored in the first quar-
ter.

Valiexs captain Ross

Strudwick, after a shaky
start, settled down 1o
play & good captain’s
game.
__In 1he_cenures _Atam
Beauchamp was out-
standing -~ all depart-
ments.

First scorers VaHeys
13. titawarra No. 3.

No.

26

Scores.

'Vlli’as 19 (T
K. Wcinnes tries;

U‘i’gian 3,
J. Ribot 3 goals, R. Strudwick

f. goal)
Trudgett,
Schofield

G.

2

Illawarra 10 (T.
Stewart tries; P,
goals).



% AMCO CUP

1977

Wednesday May 4 (Lang Park)
Souths (Brisbane) 20 v Canterbury (NZ) 12

Grant inspiration

FORMER World Cup player John Grant starred for Souths in their
shock win over Canterbury

Grant scored the trv
which gave Souths the
kick along theyv need n
the—third-—guarter when
the scores were 12-all.

At that stage Souths
ragged after leading up
to that stage.

In the loth minute of
the third quarter Grant
burst through half & dos-
en tackles over 20 metres
w score a gallant ry
which lifted his team.

_Gillogly. who scored 1t
of his team’'s points with
a try and four goals, con-

Wednesday May 4 (Ipswich)
North Coast 40 v Ipswich 22

verted Grant's trv and
Souths led 17-12.
Souths’ non stop hook-

er Brad Holland won the

plaver “of ‘the match
award but he must have
been pus rv closely

by—Grant. halfback Noel

Co“ell Waine Bennett
and Darrvl Van De
Velde--

- Bennett plaved an in-
spiring game. leading
mueh-of the attacg.—

For Canterbury praop
John Greengrass was the
outstanding plaver with
big matches from f've
eighth Bob Jarvis and

lock Rod d Walker.

-—

lgswuch

North Ipswich oval last
night
Coast MW

t«"‘,.“......ma..:

KV igrer

-

B el e

'
Dnmtmmtm
worsions ) .

27

North
Coast NSW, brilllanuy
led by Jock Tom Bearie,
scored s convineing 40-22
=0 over lpswich in the
first round Ameo Cup
nighy league clash at Lhe

First scorers Souths No. 8§,
Canterbury No.- 5.
Scorers:

Granli,

M. Com:’ell tries;

grass tries; M.
R. Walker mln).

goals)

Leney,

T.

Souths
Glllogly, P,

Clﬂt‘f’ﬂf’

(3

elan,
Gllloﬂ;‘z)

C.
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Wednesday May 25 (Lang Park)
Monaro 21 v Easts (Brisbane) 18

FIGHTBACK BY
EASTS FAILS

By Lawrie Kavanagh

A STIRRING comeback spearheaded by
Woayne Lindenberg and Des Morris just
failed to lift Easts to victory in their Amco
Cup Rugby League motch against New
South Wales Country champions Monaro
ot Lang Park last night,

Monaro won 21-18 with a kick just on full
tl::: after they had led 19-18 for the last 18 min-
u ’

At one stage, Easts looked completely down
and out when they trajled 19-7 after 12 minutes in
the third quarter.

But Lindenberg, returning from injury, made
some brilliant attacking runs to put Easts in try-
scoring positions.

Lindenberg, although on a beaten side, won
the man of the match award.

Captain coach Des Morris, afier a shaky start,
had his team setiled down in the third quarter.

It appeared {00 late after Monaro had scored
five tries 10 Easts’ one (o lead 19-7. Nevertheless

RIGHT PLACE

While Lindenberg was doing a great job
puiting Easts on the attack, their hooker, ligh
welght Trevor Smith, got himself in the right
place at the right time to score two of those tries.

Easts’ replacement back, Nick Nicg scored
the third try when he ran off Morris. *-

Top players for Monaro were lock Olaf Prattl,
second rower Steve Thompson, five eighth John
Ballesty, centre Percy Knight, and fullback Peter
McGrath, > .

Knight, a New South Wales Combined Couns
try player, was the next best attacking player ta
Lindenberg on the night.

It was the combination beiween Knight and
his winger Larry Corows, another Combined
Country player, which gave Monaro its big lead
over Easts with two tries,

Knight cleverly broke the line on both ocea-
sions and ran to Corowa's wing.

In Sydney Newiown won their first match in
more than two months when they beat Riverina
32-3 In a second round Amco Cup match at
Leichhardt Oval

First 'ers: Basts 7, Monare 2. First try scorers:
Sasts 5, 2.

m' Monare 21 (L. x 2. O. ?‘:ﬂ :1'.
o g s £ s poils

10i3h 34 a. Padua College 22.
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Wednesday June 1 (Lang Park)

Valleys 13 v Brothers 9

Late Rally by
Valleys 13-9

By Lowrie Kovonogh

VALLEYS scrambled to a lote 13-9 victory

over Brothers in the Amco

Cup Rugby we third round ot Leng Park lest night despite o
sh:mdng lol‘::. of possession.

Only in the fourth
quarter when Valleys
managed to win several
serums, did the Diehards
elimb Lo viclory.

Overall, Valicys lost
scrums 18-7. Going into
the final quarter they
were down 16-4 in scrums
and 9-5 in points.

But in the final 20
possession Valleys made
& fighting comeback,
spearheaded by second
rower Tom Duggan.

Duggan set up Valleys
first try of that quarter
in the third minute with
2 clever break close to
Brother's line and served
Alan Beauchamp who
scored, Rcoss S8trudwick
converted for Valleys to
lead 10-9.

Duggan's break came
from the first scrum

29

quarter final against the
winner of East (Bydney)

' — Parramatts match,

YALAYS, 2, - ptact:
.Q".:'. it 3 gi;
siors?s yalors Ha. & Broil”
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Wednesday June 8 (Leichhardt Oval)
Wests (Sydney) 20 v Redcliffe 2

for Redcliffe

SYDNEY.— Wasts emphasised the difference in stondards between Syd
and Brisbane club football when they easily bsat top Brisbane elub Re
cliffe 20-2 in o third rourid Amco Cup match ot Leichhardt Oval lost night.

Wesls are struggling in
eighth place on the 8yd-
ney points taple, while
Redeliffe are oulright
premierahip jeaders In
Brisbane.

‘The game was played In.

wet and greasy condi-
tions which resulted, in
the ball being ntly
dropped with Redclilfe
the worst offenders.

Redcliffe has one of
the game's fastest play-
ers, winger Brian Gardi-
ner, but he was left lang-
uishing out wide
throughout the match.

Redcliffe opened the
scoring in the sixth min-
ute when thelr captain
and centre lan Pearce
kicked an easy penalty
goal,

Wests equalised three
minutes later when
centre Don Moseley
scored from a scrum pen-
4ty 40 m out,

Five minutes after this
fullback John Dorahy
Jofted m clever pass to his

lanky winger Russell
Mullins who scored In
the corner.

Eight minutes befoce
halftime Wests scored »
great team (ry, Wwith
winger Peler Rowles
crossing under the posts
after & movement sweep-
ing 60 metres.

Four minutes later sec-
ond rower Geoff Foster
finished off & fine pas-
sing move to go over In
the corner and give
Wests & halftime lead of
13-2,

Two further goals from
Moseley in the third
quarter streiched Wests'
lead and they scored
their fourth try two min-
utes into the final quar-
ter when replacement
centre Oavin Miller
soared above the defence
to take s John Dorahy
“bomb"” and score. Mose-
ley converted.

Best for Wests was
their young lock, Gra- ,

ham O'G , second ro- =~

wers Geolf Foster and
Stephen Blyth and five-
eighth Ken Hey.

8econd rower Forrester
Orayson and was easlly
Redcliffe’s best but he
lacked support.

Lock Ian Thinee and
centre Peter Lels also
played well
n': '-‘l'..t'..'oo‘“‘v. .m’-'.
or Aries; ey 4 s}
4 Redciiiie 3 (Pearce poal).
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Wednesday June 8 (Toowoomba)
Canterbury (Sydney) 25 v Toowoomba 15

Canterbury

too strong

TOOWOOMBA. —
Canterbury’s Mark
Hughes scored & {ry and
kicked five goals from
{ive attempts in his side’s
25-15 win over Too-
woomba in the Amco
Cu Rugby  League-
ma yesterday.

Canterbury scored five
tries 0 three, and als
though they trailed 8-7
after the [first quarter,

soon found holes in the
local delfshow,
A (Pue
]
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Wednesday June 29 (Lang Park)

Northern Division 34 v Souths (Brishane) 20

Rollicking

lay by

Northern

By Lawrie

Northern Divisien
{NSW) were untroubled te
Ao Cop. Rughy Looyee

up : :
third voud ‘st Leng 'Paik’
Jaset might,

Northern Division,
with wins over top sides
Newcastie and Auckland
(NZ) in the esrlier
rounds of the cup, start-
ed favourites, and apart
from the first few min-
utes, they did nothing to

dispel their position.
* They scored eight iries
to four, and at one stage
ilx.:)the last quarter ‘led 34-

champions, with a great
try by {fullback Mitch
Brennan after six mi-
nutes.

It was an eneoumlné
start -for Souths,

Kavonogh

Confident

. Fram there, Northern
Divislon ran with great
confidence and threw the
ball around like an Aus-
trallan team.

At oneHage they were
passing-to the opening
and &ero whs 21ways
someone there to accept
the pasa,

Stars for Northern Di-
vision were centres Ashe
ley Barnett, who scored
three tries, and Ron Bur-
gess, who scored » try
and kicked five goals.

Barnett, who captained
New Scuth Wales Com-
bined Country this year,

named

WS
Player of the Match.
o o e
~Towers -
bien and Den‘:i Corzie

in gan weps always in the

which they showed great piciure, with Hinkelbien
promise with sparkling possibly the ou

attack and players rnin-
ning on tp the ball.

forward,
Veteran prop Peter

But that was the last Jacques gave an uniiring
: aflort, his byle

of it -

ding 1ooks and bis agh'~
which he clains to be 32,
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AMCO CUP QUARTER FINAL

Wednesday July 20 (Lang Park)
Easts (Sydney) 35 v Valleys 2

alleys
crushed
by Easts

By Lawrie Kavanagh

SYDNEY EASTS outclassed Brisbane Valleys
35 - 2 in the Amco Cup Rugby League quar-
ter final ot Lang Park last night.

Valleys seemed overa by the Sydneysiders and
presented the visitors witH several tries through ridi-
culous passes and at times weak defence.

Easts were not as impressive as their huge score
suggests, but there were several outstanding perform-
ances.

Lock forward Bob Laurie was my man of the
match for his great attack and equally good defence.

But he was.narrowly beaten for the television set
award by his halfback Kevin Hastings.

There were some outstanding games from Val-
leys players, with centre Alan Beauchamp and second
rowers Tom Duggan and Bruce Cameron the pick

Valleys were unlucky to lose hooker Mark Hirst
early and it was not surprising that they were beaten
18-11 in the scrums.

However, it was Easts’ night.

SLICK PROFESSIONALS

It was the old story of a slick team of profes-
sionals playing a team of week-end footballers.

Easts winger Ian Schubert gave a great display of
attacking football, especially in the first half.

He seemed to be keen to give the surprisingly
good night crowd their money’s worth.

Russell Fairfax and Bob Fulton took things easy,
which is understandable in a match which was ex-
pected to go the way it went.

One of Easts top forwards, David Grant, also at-
tacked well.

Artie Beetson only came on the field in a token
appearance in the last quarter, and was not called on
to have more than a training run.

In the dressing room after the match Beetson
sald it was difficult to critfcise such a convineing win.

But he said several lapses in handling had cost at
least two more tries.

“We can play a lot tighter,” Beetson said.

Easts now meet Penrith in two weeks In the

semu-finals.

SCORES: Easts 35 (W. Mullins 2, I Schubart, K. Ste-
vens, K. Hastings, A. Laurie, R. Ayliffe tries: .-vuu 7 goals)
d Valleys 2 (R. Strudwick goal).

First scorers: Easts No. 2, Valley No. 7. First try
scorers: Easts No. 2, Valicys No. 12

Amco Shield, quarter tinal: Farrer High (NSW) 18 d
Richlands High 7.
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PRELIMINARY

March 26, 1978
March 30, 1978
March 30, 1978
March 30, 1978

April 5, 1978
April 5, 1978
April 5, 1978
April 12, 1978
April 19, 1978
April 26, 1978
May 24, 1978
May 24, 1978
June 7, 1978
July 5, 1978

QUARTER

July 19, 1978

1978

% AMCO CUP

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

(Games involving Queensland teams)

ROUNDS

Toowoomba
Gold Coast
Newtown

Wests (Brisbane)

(Won on penalty countback)

Souths (Brisbane)
lllawarra

Wide Bay

Riverina

Wests (Sydney)
Wests (Brisbane)
North Coast
lllawarra
Parramatta

Easts (Brisbane)

FINAL

Manly-Warrtingah

22 def
18 def
49 def
8 def

10 def
35 def
12 def
43 def
25 def
4 def
22 def
44 def
28 def
27 def

27 def

TMBA WITHSTANDS

standing  p.

way the braing behind the

Torsomuba atiack,

s dever switches of
) d d i great under-

¢ with his pack-

John McDonald’s Toowoomba Rugby League side had to withstand
a strong second-half challenge before defeating Ipswich by 22 points to 12 in

the opening Fourex-Amco Cup match at Ipswich yesterday.

After
pPinls 1o
fime  breal
lnokrd  wet
victory,

leading
foat the
fouvovomba Nedd

for an casy

Hoae o1
amd ! .
Jun Foreaoarn
et wheaws

Foeinan
entize
the

avers Sha
Hucli O'Doch
Hurcn spaeeg

-ewich sde ot

Alter 3 o

the aecondsilt

oisly e
Ivae= by
Boosoaedse
Huarehh woiwn Wese
conLeried gy i
Tpsadelr witliin st
distines
Honeoe:

shuck to ther tanw

his e o the o

s WOIe olge

e better side

» dost

display*.

puniils
ERLEA

Tooaoom i

1ty

Jun Forenndn said after
P VT L TTTRS IO

when
forwards gave a pathetie

: alo blamed
‘ation of a pre-
Loagainst War-
wick for by side’s defeal.

“if we had bhad that

mateh  widder  our  belt
toxiay would have been a
defr ¢ story”, he said

¥ man was night on
war

nes
It wias n pataetic dise
¥ by the Ipswich side

in the fust-half, Garry
Button Peter  Conncll,
Roxan Hancoek and cape

tal: = Platz  were
GUCE Lo Ser up Lhe Eitun-
tion

Suitenn  and  Connell
niad noamesals raids
deep imto Ipswich  terri-
tory. Bull pawsession also
had « lot 1o do with Too-
wootnbs’s  fitstehall  dis-
plav,
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Ipswich
North Queensland
Brothers

Wynnum-Manly

Gold Coast
Valleys
Central Queensland
Wide Bay

Souths (Brisbane)
Redcliffe
Toowoomba
Norths (Brisbane)
Wests (Brisbane)
Norths (Sydney)

Easts (Brisbane)

Sunday March 26 (Ipswich)
Toowoomba 22 v Ipswich 12

WON SCRUMS

firabam MeDermid
dontinated serams -2,
Hallvack Greg Robison
he locai side’s out-
Roblson

leyer.

row  forwares continualiy
bailfied the oppositton,
Robiron was always on
hand 0 back up Lhe
Mayer in pussesalon  or
dive an tie 100 ball. He
lun rewarged wiih two
1its,

Roblon's fira1 try cante
after Connel! had  put
Platz through a gup close
io the Lne.

Piatzr wiaa held up a
nweire out, He dropped the
ball and Robison scooped
it up and dived over,

Robison's  sccond try
came from backing up.
Cenlre Alun Smith found
Robisun batking up inside
when he was held i a
Lackle 160 melres out.

Five-eighth Terry
Arnoid acored Toa-
woombe's oiher first-half
ty.

Prop forward Garry

Sutton paved the way for
this try.

12 Ipswich

16 Gold Coast

0 Leichhardt Oval
8 Lang Park

@omawmhwﬂh

Gold Coast
Lang Park
Maryborough
Griffith
Leichhardt Oval
Lang Park
Lismore
Wollongong
Leichhardt Oval
Lang Park

10 Lang Park

Sutton burst through
the defence and gained
40 metres pefore he was
caught. From the ensuing
ruck  Toowoomba  fed
winger Ron Briskey who
100k play 0 within
metres of the lLne. From
this ruck Amold bullosk-
«d his way through sev-
eral would-be tacklers to
wore 1n a handy positiom.

BIG MATCHES

Willie Weatherall and
Ross Stallman also had
big matches for Too~
W 0ombe,

Weatiterall enjoyed the
overwhelming supply of
possession  and
much of the maich in the
backline.

Stalilman oniy made one

making &
which would have put
Toowoomba in a strong

little support,
Crear lifted bhis game
during che second-half

The aneence of
Cunnellk dunng e
second-half also alowed
Crear more latitude

Peter

Connell  gave  Crear
some  special  atteniion
whie he was on  ihe

fiekd and it was appatent
that this affected Crewi’s

Fwwever, Crear enjoved

Ipewen . .
Scsums favoured Too-
weotmba. 17-9 and pendi-
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Thursday March 30 (Gold Coast)
Gold Coast 18 v North Queensliand 16

Dauth,

Cock

Coast stars

FORMER Brothers players loan Dauth and
Bob Cock scored all Gold Coast’s points in
their thrilling 18-16 Amco Cup win over
North Queensiand at Owen Park last night.

Dauth booted six goals

and Cock scored two
tries. 2
However, Cock, was

later found to have a
broken bone in a hand
and will miss Gold
Coast's second match
against Brisbane Souths.

The locals led 14-2 at
halftime.

Gold Coast went to an
early lead when Dauth
kicked two goals and
when former State play-
er Bob Cock went over
for a try, they held a 7-2
advantage at the first
change.

In the second quarter,
the Gold Coast side went
further ahead despite
su-
in the scrums

North Queensland
premacy

when Cock scored his
second try just before the
siren. Dauth kicked the
goal.

Shortly after half-time
Kevin Boustead swooped
on a droppea pass and
easily stepped around
Mark Farrelly to score
North Queensland’s first
try.

John Drew converted
and the score looked

healthier at 14-7.

Gold Coast 18 (R, Cock 2
tries: I|. Dauth @ goals) d.
North® Queensland 16 (X.
Boustead, M. Balderson tries:
John Drew S goals).

It's on for young and old in the Amco Cup match between Gold Coast and North Queensland
recently. Gold Coast won the match narrowly but we don’t know how they fared in the fight. . .
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Thursday March 30 (Leichhardt Oval)

In Sydney, three tries
by captain Barry Wood
paved the way for New-
town's 49-0 annihilation
of Brisbane Brothers at
Leichhardt Oval.

Wood won the Man of
the Match award, but
was closely pressed by
teenage f{ullback- Phil
Sigsworth, who tallied 20
points from two tries and

Newtown 49 v Brothers 0

JETS TOUCH
DOWN 11

seven goals {rom as
many attempts.

This match could have
answered one of New-
town's problems — goal-
kicking.

Before trying Sig-
sworth last night, former
Queensland representa-
tive lock John Ribot was
successful with only one
goal from five attempts.

Newtown opened the
scoring in the sixth min-

ute when Wood touched

down near the posts after
a good solo effort from 20
metres.

Ribot converted the
try, and the Jets led 5-0
at quarter time.
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Bad handling by the
Jets limited them to only
one try in the second
quarter, scored by Sig-
sworth after only four
minutes and they led 8-0
at halftime.

Aided by a glut of
scrum possession from
hooker Barry Jensen,
ironically a former
Brothers player, the Jets
ran riot in the last two
quarters and piled on
nine {ries and seven

goals.
Newiown 49 Woad 3,
Sigsworth Hetherington 2,

Walters, Bowden,
trios; lgsworm 7.
goals) 4, Brothers O

Pilon, Ribot
Ribot
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Thursday March 30 (Lang Park)
Wests (Brisbane) 8 v Wynnum Manly 8
Wests won on a penalty countback

Penalties count
against Wynnum

By Lowrie Kavanagh

A COUNTBACK of penalties decided Brisbane’s open-
ing Amco Cup Rugbz League match when Wests beat
a

Wynnum-Manly at

ng Park last njght.

The match was drawn 8 all after both teams scored

two tries.

But under the rules of
the Amco Cup a drawn
match is decided on the
penalty count.

Wynnum was penalised
five times and Wests
three.

. This says a great deal
for the refereeing of Too-
woomba's M. Merchant.

He kept the game flow-
ing in fine style, and
hopefully will be seen
again at Lang Park.

Wynnum's hero was
centre Greg Perrett, who
scored both his team's
tries with shattering ac-
celeration. .

Perreit won a tele-
vision set as Man of the
Match but way closely
pressed by Wests' five-
eighth Wayne Carr.

Carr was always in the
thick of the match and
deserved to be on the
winning team.

He scored one of Wests
two tries.

@ wyrother Norm had
several great patches
from Jock.

Wests {hllback Rod
Sellers had another out-
standing game but faded
in the closing stages.

Wynnum-Manly hook-
er John Dowling won an
overwhelming majority
of scrums to keep Wyn-
num in the game.

Wests 8 (W, Carr, G, Pri-
ckett tries; P, Vautin goal) d
Wynnum-Maniy 8 (G. Perratt
2 1tries, R, Orchard goal) on
penally countback,

First scorers: Wests 6,
Wynnum-Manily 4.

y a.
Amco Shield: Kelvin Grove
State High 18 d Banyo 3.

WYNNUM-MANLY prop Bernie Ernst attempts to step through a grounded Wests
tackler during the Amco Cup Rugby League match at Lang Park last night. Wests won
on a penalty countback -after the match hod been drawn 8-8.

37



1978

% AMCO CUP

Wednesday April 5 (Gold Coast)
Souths (Brisbane) 10 v Gold Coast 4

Souths up
on whistle

SURFERS’ PARADISE, — Brisbane's Souths
won through to the third round of the Amco
Cup lost night with ¢ cliff-hanging 10-4 vic-
tory over Gold Coast at Owen Park, South-

port.

But the score was
by no means an in-
dication of the game

with Souths not sealing
the win until the {inal
seconds.

They led 5-4 with 2
minute to go, but
wrapped it up when
Bruce Astill took a per-
feet pass from skipper
Orez Veivers to score be-
side the posts as the final
hooter sounded.

Tom Gillogly booted
the conversion to make
the final score 10-4,
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There was nothing in
the match throughout
with the young Gold
Coast side throwing ev-
ervihing at their ex-
per:enced opponents
right from the start.

Souths led two-nil at
quarter time sfter a pen-
alty goal by Tom Gillog-
Iy,

They ncreased Lheir
lead to 5-4 At hall-time
aflter n see-saw  batile
which produced [iery
cinshes between forward
packs.

There was ne score in
the third quarter and
midway through the fi-
nal quarter Gold Cosast
lpoked certain to advance
to the third Amco Cup
round when they pound-
ed the Souths line for 10

“s0id ninutes.

But the Brisbane side’s
defence held and right
on the {inal whistle they
sewed up the match with
the final cgnverted try.

‘Bouths niow go 10 meet
inst year's Amco Cup
winners, Western Sub-
urbs Syvdney, In New
Bouth Wales next week,

Souths 10 (Phelan, Astill
tries; Gillogly 2 goals) o
Gold Coast 4 {Bauth iwo
poais).
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Wednesday April 5 (Lang Park)
lllawarra 35 v Valleys 7

Bishop stirs, Valleys
whipped

By Lawrie Kavanogh

ILLAWARRA, stirred on_by coach Tommy Bishop, out-
classed Brisbane Valleys 35-7 in their Amco Cup Rugby
League clash at Lang Park last night.

Valleys were not in the race after lllawarra went to a 27-2 half-

time lead.

Despite the big lead,
Blshop, the former Great
Britain Test half, and
Brisbane Norths captain-
coach harangued his
players throughout.

During the quarter
breaks he could be seen
and heard stirring on his
plavers,

Certainly he presented
a well-drilled and precise
combination.

Valleys were not in the
same class.

There were plenty of
triers for the Dichards,
but they could not match
Illawarra man-for-man.

One of Valleys' hardest
workers was halfback
Ross Strudwick. but two
of his short kicks in the
first quarter led to Ilia-
warra's first two tries.

It was a disappointine
start for Strudwick and
Yalleys.

Valleys hooker Wayhe
Barr was taken 10 hospl=
tal by smbulance when
he suffered a neck injury

in a collision with team-
mate Strudwick during
the third quarter.

Barr had X-rays taken
at Mater Hospital late
last night, but no further
detalls were available.

Illawarra scored scven

tries and kept their line
intact until nine

It was tried twice last
night with disastrous re-
sults,

Overall, it was  dismal
performance by Valleys
against a superior team.

Illawarra's speedy full-
back Brian Johnson won
the player-of-the-match
award, ob ly for his

from the end when Val-
leys' replacement player
Wayne Lewls scored.

Although Illawarra de-
fended well, Valleys did
not show a great deal in
attack.

And one of their set
moves invoiving a flat
cros$ field run by the ball
carrier in front of the
backs should be dropped
immediately.

early work when he cut
Valley's defence to pleces.
But 8 more deserving
player for this award
would have been second
rower Peter Wynn, or
five-eighth Nell Davis,

mco
4 Aspley M)
countback of penal

TOMMY BISHOP looking on at Lang Park
last night.

,i
{
§

AN anxious Valleys Rugby League club president Dr, Tom Dooley (left) supports hooker
Wayne Barr after he was injured in a collision with @ teammate during the Amco Cup

Wednesday April 5 (Maryborough)
Wide Bay 12 v Central Queensliand 3

Wide Bay win

MARYBOROUGH. —

Wide Bay beat Central
Queensland 12-3 in the
Amco Cup match plagyed
here last night.
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match at Lang Park last night. lllawarra won 35-7.

Wednesday April 12 (Griffith)
Riverina 43 v Wide Bay 4

WIDE BAY CRASH

SYDNEY. — Riverino over-ran Wide Bay in the Ameo
Cup Rugby Lecaue competition ot Griffith last night.

Riverina ran in nine
tries in their 43-4 romp.
R. McRae landed two
goals lor Wide Bay.
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Wednesday April 19 (Leichhardt Oval)
Wests (Sydney) 25 v Souths (Brisbane) 5

Cup holders too
slick for Souths

SYDNEY. — Brisbane joint competition leaders Souths, after a staunch half hour’s
play, wilted under sustained pressure from Amco Cup holders Wests to go down

25-5 at Leichhardt Oval last night.

Wests had too much experience and skill for the Brisbane side.

Wests’ coptain and international halfback Tom Raudonikis was voted man-of-the- motch but Wests’ second

rower Geoff Foster pushed him close.
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Other players to stand
out were Wests lock
Graeme O'Grady and
Souths' lock Jchn Grant.

Souths took the lead in
the first quarter through
a long distance penalty
by winger Tom Gillogly
and the score remained
at 2-0 to Souths at the
first break.

But Wests' inside backs
began to provide overiaps
for their wingers and
Souths could not hold up
under the pressure.

Wests scored two tries

in the second quarter, W

the first by winger Don
Moseley following clever
lead-up by centre Ron
Giteau. Giteau slso made
the second try for Wests'
other winger, Wayne
Smith, with a well placed
short kick.

intercept

Souths' only try came
from an intercept by
right winger Brien Turn-
bull, who raced 45 metres

to score near the corner:

fiag in a tackle.

Souths ‘were strongest
in the forwards, but gen-
erally did rot have the
overall skills to match
Wests.

Lock Grant was
Souths' best player.
Youngsters Bob Kella-
way and David Brown
stood up to a good deal
of buffeting and never
backed away.

Pat Phelan must have

learned a lot from the
match and he will be
looking to coach Wayne
Bennett to show him
again where he should
run. .

Souths’ captain Greg
Veivers was, for the most
part, more a director
than a player and came
o life with some fire
only in the last quarter.
“Wests 25 k Mosley, W,
Smith, audonikis, G.

O'Grady, N Liubinskas lnn
P. Rowies S goals) d. Sou

(B'ubun-% {8, Yumbull

try: 7, Gillogly goal).

This weekend's Brisbane
Rugby League matches are
Saturday, ﬂhaoplﬁlr(k‘ No‘;ﬂu‘,v

nanuym- " - .
lug\ﬂy. LMQ. ilnl: Wuu v
Souths (1. Smith): Redclifie

ers W. McKenny): TYuesday
(Anzac Dlr‘) Lang Park: Eats
¥ Valleys (M. Dearness).
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Wednesday April 26 (Lang Park)
Wests (Brisbane) 4 v Redcliffe 3

Redcliffe's
tale of woe

By Lawrie Kavanagh

WESTS downed Redcliffe 4-3 in a shabby Amco 'Cup Rugby League
match at Lang Park last night.

Favourites Redcliffe
made far oo many mis-
takes to win, although
they had the better of
play late in the match.

In the last 15 minutes
Redcliffe crossed Wests'
line twice.

Darryl Van de Velde
went over with 14 min-
utes to go but the try was
ruled away by referee
Eddie Ward for a double
movement: It was a
close decision.

‘With three minutes to
g0 Redcliffe centre Tony
Obst hit the corner post
as he dived over for what

appeared to be a fine cor-
ner try.

That too was ruled
away. ¥

Added to thls, Red-
cliffes usually reliable
goal kicker and captain,
Ian ‘Pearce, missed five
goals from five attempts.

Redcliffe also were
keavily penalised 16-5
but they took the scrums
18-9.

The only try of the
match came from
Redcliffe prop forward
Dave Mof!ett, in the 15th
minute after a god run
by Van de Velde.

Star

Moffett was one of the
game's stars, with an
outstanding display of
tackling. e

Redcliffe picked up
$3000 for the lpss. Wests
g0 on to meet Svdney
club Parramatta, The los-
ers of that match will
collect $4500.

Wests’ points came
from two goals by for-
ward Paul Vautin.
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The television set for
m an-of-the-match de-
servedly went to Moffett.

Scores: Wests 4 (P, Vautin
2 goals) d. Redclilfe 3 (D.
try). First scorors:
Redcliffe 13 Westa 9, Amco
. Edmunds 18 d.
™Miami High 6.



Toowoomba allowed
Brass to dominale the
first quarter. His Jong-
razing line kicks and up-
and-unders kept Too-
woomba under pressure for
the opening 20 minutes
and North Coast went to
an early nine-nil lead.

They increased iheir
lead in the second quarter
with a good try by winger
Terry Mullins and led l2-
nil at half - time.

‘Toowoomba's play up to
this point had been dis-
appointing. Their handi-
ing was poor and they
rarely hekd the ball for
si1x tackles. §

Willle Weatherall cros-
sed for Toowoomba's first
try i the third quarter
after lock forward lan
Bliss sent -a well-timed
pass to winger Ray Mur-
phy who sprinted to the
fullback and found Weca-
therell in support,

North  Coast replied
with another try by hall-
back Peter Mann. Brass
converted and kicked a
further penalty for North
Coast to lead by 12 points
to {hree at the end of the
third quarter. )

Toowoomba came back
in the final quarter with
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Wednesday May 24 (Lismore)
North Coast 22 v Toowoomba 13

TMBA DOWN IN CUP

LISMORE.— Former international John Brass led N.S.W. North Coast to a
convincing 22-13 win over Toowoomba in an Amco Cup match here last night.

tries by centre Trevor
Dunnemann and Weath-
erall,

Winger Murphy was
once again instrumental in
Weatherall's second try.

However, North Coast
were not to be outdone
and former international
prop forward Jim Murphy
set the backline in motion
with a beautiful long pass
and winger Steve Piper

42

scored in the comrner.

Best players for North
Coast were Brass, second
rowers John Elford and
Cralg Brodie, prop Garry
McQulllan, centre Tony
McCariney and half-back
Peter Mann,

Mann won the Player of
the Match award.

Five - eighth Terry Ar-
nold, second rowers Den-
nis Ride and Peter Con-

nell and winger Ray Mur-
phy werc the pick for
Toowoomba,

Murphy only received
the ball cleanly three
times and twice the move-
ments resulted in tries.

North Coast 22 (tries by
Piper 2, Mullins and Mann,
Brass five goals) defeated
Toowoomba 13 (Weather-
all 2, Dunnemann 1§ and
Stallman 2 goals.
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Wednesday May 24 (Leichhardt Oval)
Parramatta 28 v Wests (Brisbane) 0

Wests down in Cup

SYDNEY. — Par-
romatta downed Bris-
bane Wests 28-0 in the
Amco Cup Rugby League
match ot Leichhardt
Qval last night.

But Wests,. who share

d in the Rrisbane

premiership with Red-

cliffe picked up $450Q :fer
the loss.

It was their third
Amco Cup match this
Wests were by no
means disgraced al-

ran in six tries.

But & break or two in
the first quarter may
have put Wests in a bet-
ter position.

Wests had much the
better of the first quar-
ter, despite a8 scrum defi-
ciency of 7-2 and run-
ning into a strong wind.

There were two clear
breaks by Wests in that
scoreless first term which
parrowly missed tries:

Fullback Greg
M'Carthy made ore
glomqus breek which was
only an ankle tap away
from the first try of the
mateh.

In another, halves Kim
Douglas and Wayne Carr
combined for a long,
clear break only to be
brought down by the de-
fence.

Ir. yet another charge,
Douglas dived over the
line after a scrum, but
was called back by the

referee Garry Cook who .

ruled a penalty to Wests.
Even well into the sec-
ond quarter Wests were

well in the match, frus-
trating Parramatta with
excellent defence.

But when they {failed
to score from promising
moves, their outstanding
effort began to erode,

at half-tgss; Parra-

led 8-0. N
Best for Wests wen
M’Carthy, Carr, Doug-
iass, Paul Vauthi, Gary

Prickett and Henry Wil-
liamson.

Man of the match was
Parramatta lock Ray
Price, although he must
have been pushed closely
by centre Ed Sulcowicz
and prop John Mann.

Parra 28
' eRe Ron  Hildich,

tries; Ed um"
lc s oull) d Wasts O.

Wednesday May 24 (Wollongong)
lllawarra 44 v Norths (Brisbane) 5

Norths heaten

WOLLONGONG. — Brisbane Northy were
trounced #4-3 by illewerre in the Amce
Cup motch here yesterdey,

Counts l*ru! e &

I!r an Jahnsan o
Norths o ribbons i the
ucn:.d Balf wnd finirhes
with & hat-teick of tres
flismarra rap rof
through Norths thin de

ferce moning 19 tres ‘o

one Thes ied 15-2 a2 half
time

In Mrdoey  at gt
Auckiand deleatsd R
erica 3%3 in 1mun4g
four of 1he Amen Cup

The tuli

New Zeaunt

touring tean: begin their
B.matrn Australan nor

on  Katurday

“ers

"

Newcastie and 18 of this

ieum: were on &0

% uith

the Auwkiand side sl

nignt
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Wednesday July 5 (Lang Park)
Easts (Brisbane) 27 v Norths (Sydney) 6

Easts keep
Cup alive

By Lawrie Kavanagh

BRISBANE Rugby League premiers Easts scored a con-
vincing 27-6 win over North Sydney in the fourth round
of the Amco Cup at Lang Park last night.

T wos a rare victory Tor o Brisbané €TUb over Sydney in the
series, but it was os convincing as all those losses

Any of four Fasts play- who surprisingly narrow- There could be more in
ers could have won the lv won the scrums 11-10 It for Easts if they get
Man of the Match. over Bruce Foy. through their quarier-fi-

1al 1 they

The saward went to
Wayne Lindenberg, UtStandlng

whose attacking 1 La
liance siashed the 8yd- 1, ¢,
nev defence aimost at

2 was outstandin
ward play

will Al g for the
Lindenberg cored & er

try, Kicked six goals, and

set up at least of

Easts other four

First scorars Easts Mo 11,
"N 2 Firsl oy

hand they

No. 11, Morths
had open cheque books a
for the Britbane hall- Canla.

orris

back

But he was verv closely
hed for the award by
Test reject John Lang,

© goaiv) o
(T Craig. J
o)

SHIELD  Warwick
@ Kedron High 10

lawarru who had
ng together nine wins
held their ex

" Buburd
12 et
Faler 1 geals)
2 (Menniver goul)

EASTS Rugby League centre Frank Roddy grimaces as he runs into a high tackle from
North Sydney wing John Adams in the Amco Cup match at Lang Park last night. At
right is North Sydney haltback Paul Keogh. Easts won 27-6
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AMCO CUP QUARTER FINAL

Wednesday July 19 (Lang Park)
Manly-Warringah 27 v Easts (Brisbane) 10

Early tries end
Easts' Cup bid

TOP Sydney lug7b‘ League side Manly- Wamn’goh had to rely on an early scoring spree to down
Brisbane Easts 27-10 in an Amco Cup quarter-final ot Lang Park lost night.

Easts turned in o spirited second-half defensive effort and hod Manly struggling to repeat
the breaks they created in the first two quarters

always looked

!‘l mi rJ es

. Caphan John Gro,
therg ki might's Ao

. ‘1 two tries came
the second quarter. bul from “bombs” — one put
from there Easts almost yp by halfback Wayne ‘e base of a scrum and Players to go well for
matched them Linderberg and the oth- #trolled five metres 10 Easts were Smith, Cal-

It was Manly's speedy
backs who set up their
win, although Test prop
Ian Thomson did tre-
mendous work in the
rucks.

Brilllant  fullback
come -« halfback Johnny
Gibbs was at his mercuy
rial best and repeatedly
made irroads into Easts’
defence,

Gibbs, who scored a
fine solo try late In the
game, justfiably won the
man -« of -« the - match
award,

Lively centre Alan

er by bhooker Johnny

K

Unknown Manly third
grade hooker Greg Cross
took the first six scrums
from Test ke Lang and
shed the match with
ar. 18-11 advantage

But Lang had two sec-
ond grade second rowers,
Bob Arnold and Luciano
Nobile, as props.

Manly led 8-0 In the
first quarter after two
tries from lock forward
Bruce Walker, & former
Easts’ ju ;

Walker stepped from

"
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score the first

Winger John Callus
scored Easta’ first try
when he regathered a
fumbled ball after Lind-
enberg's perfectly placed
bomb,

Smith scores

Seventeen minutes into
the third quarter five
eighth Russell Smith
grabbed the ball from
Lang's up-and-under af-
ter it had again been
fumbled by two Manly
players

lus, second rowers John
Abbott and Des Morris
and fullback Roger
Kuhn, who was forced to
make too many tackles
when his forwards failed
in defence,

First Scorers: Ku\ly No, 8,

] Aul Y- wnnnrn ar
(l Walker
Duo -, A r- mnon m--
m-,
rul) l nu ‘0 (J.

hllh tries. W, Lind
wonls)
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1979

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

PRELIMINARY ROUNDS

May 16, 1979 Queensland Country 16 def Newtown 14 Lang Park
June 21, 1979 Queensland Country 12 def Norths (Sydney) Lang Park
July 4, 1979 Queensland Country 18 def  Parramatta Lang Park
May 2, 1979 Brisbane 13 def  St. George 10 Lang Park
June 27, 1979 Brisbane 13 def Manly-Warringah 10 Leichhardt Oval
July 25, 1979 Brisbane 17 def  Easts (Sydney) 8 Lang Park
SEMI FINAL
August 8, 1979 Brisbane 8 def  Queensland Country 5 Lang Park
FINAL
August 15, 1979  Cronulla 22 def Brisbane 5 Leichhardt Oval

The pride of Queensiand Rugby League — the C. the Amco Cup final
against Cronulla last night (Wednesday) at Leichhardt Oval. BACK ROW H Long (manager), C. Close,

R. Brown, D. Morris, V. Wieland, G. Quinn, P. McWhirter, J. McLeod, S. Bernardin, P. Dutton, B. Davidson.
FRONT: H. Hol (coach) W. Li J. Lang, N. Carr, B. Backer, W. Lewis, M. Payne, R. St k.

The gutsy Queensland Country team that aimost pulled off the shock of the century by making the final of
the Amco Cup this season. Country accounted for three Sydney first grade teams in their preliminary Cup
rounds bul fell in a semi- lm-l to Combined Brisbane at Lang Park last week. BACK ROW: W, Warner

R k, L. Cullen, K. McKenna, P. McNamara, P. Campbell, C. Scott, J.

P. Apps, G ko, R. Rowe ( ). FRONT ROW: L. Brigginshaw, R. Stallman, A. Smith,
J McDondd (waehl G. Platz (wum) 1. Dauth, T. Duneman, R. Kelly.
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HARDWAY

QUEENSLAND COUNTRY took over from where Brisbane left
off with a rousing 16-14 win over Sydney club Newtown in the
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COUNTRY DID IT THE

By Barry Dick

Amco Cup ot Lang Park last night.

In front of a disappointingly small but vocal crowd, Country turned in a
moagnificent third quadas.alfart to overcome a 6-12 half-time deficit.

who last Sunday lost 9-30 to Brisbone and for

The win was a greot tonic for Cow
3 :?l be in charge of the Queensiond team for the

coach John McDonald who next week

first interstate clash with New South Wales.

And vountry ¢id 1t the
hard way. tackling them-
seives into the ground in

the last quarter when
Newtown had all ihe
possession

In the final 20 minutes
the eysiders wor
scrums 6-1 (overall 16-9
and were awarded penal-

snd yet
ot score &
Ironically 1t was veter

an skipper Ken Wilon
who scored all of New
fown's points with

tries andfour FoRly Who
t ce

m

Individual

th were Individual

ol tnrt
ave
Cou
The

.
wde

when he
his  unmarked

the
Lales

DR two
before three-quarter time
sfter & DYUN

sk by O

Peier McNas

McNamara s n

A tackle and slipped »
pass o

selsalona short
Lvely g2
ry Briggin
wampered 40
score under the posta

of the smallest crowds ever
aren wt Lang Park
Scores Queenstund  Countr
2 ‘R Kelly ., R Hancoc
i Culien &% Oals) d
Sydnev 5 (D IcKinnon
R Henniker goaly  First
wera and first ry scorers
Queensland  Country No, & GREG PL
North Svdnédy No. 11

EssEEEEEN

Ipswich five-eighth
Ray Kelly won the Man
of the Match award from
last  might's

Amco Cup :4

the 1

Nama

njured tr

was NEWTOWN second Nicholson looks to get his pass away when fackied by

i, miss State select Queensiond's Country prop Peter Apps Bt ing fast night's Amce Cup n e
Kelly, included in the * 'ﬁ;‘"m"_:\.‘u:u: runs -
Queensiand Country side R e middle of the
Tucks

afier Country lost to Lty
on Sunday, won » 51400
video casselte recorder

piayers

Prom & Queersia
o beaee  ohg
AL We game w oW
te
~ s Ina fie
T

man
Lries, |
N

! bled e first beh a
his own itne ana dropped

Newtown did not tm-

ntent on

QUEENSL
COUNTRY 16 (R Stall

Dauth §
town 14 (K, Wilsen 2
trien, 4 goals)

wo

many
golng

AND

Brigginshaw
oals) d

SCORERS

FIRST
Queensiand Country No
2, Newtown No. 6. FIRST
TRY SCORERS: Coun
try No_ 4, Newtown No 6

Country’s
Amco win

Queensland Country
defeated North Sydney
12-5 i their Ameco Cup
Ruzby League match at
Lang Park last aight.
Louniry scored two tries 1o

One LA Qaiue played in atros
08 conditions in front of onw

ALLAN SMITH eludes STEVE HAGE during the Queensiand
Country - Newtown Jets Amco Cup game.

RAY KELLY pops up a short pass to Queensiand Country captain
Z during last year's Amco Cup win over North
Sydney at Lang Park
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Country in charge
— four tries to one

By Barry Dick

'QUEENSLAND COUNTRY forced its way into the Amco Cup semi-finam with
o tremendous 18-9 win over top Sydney side Parramatta, at Lang Park last
night.

Country thoroughly deserved the win, scoring four tries to one and over-
coming lack of possession in the second half.

The Lang Park hoodco for Sydney teams continued, with Parramatta the fifth Sydney
ctub team beaten in Brisbane this year.

Country picked up $7000 for last night’s
win, to add to the $8000 received for wins
over Newtown and North Sydney, and now
has a chance to collect the big money in the
semi-finals

time Brigginshaw
to d down beside the
posts after a perfectly
directed bomb by prop
Pe Apps had Eels rull-
ry Dowling under
re from five Coun-

Cot

oy y

Once again Country
had by far the better
territorially, and the
only time Parramatta got
within scoring distance,
Cronin missed a {fairly
easy penalty attempt,

Country produced one
of the best tries seen at
Lang Park this year,
midway through the
third quarter.

Non-stop hooker Hoff-
man ran from dummy
wire haltback L balf on his ownr quarter,
BT rinshaw wee ~ound centre Ross Stall-
Countr Moar ¢ the man in support, and

L Stallman in tum found
prop McNamara, who
sent Brigginshaw {flying
clear.

h ease
It was a brilllant plece
of teamwork which Jeft
Pa natta floundering,
and th Dauth's con-
version, the locals went
into the final 20 minutes
start to flag, with a commanding 15-4
latz who woaded jead
them into better efforts
Gontry—jed—h-2 ol
quarter last-
minute try by five-eighth

SCORES Queansiand
Couniry 18 (L. Brigginshaw
e

¥ trieet
I Dauth 3 goals) d Parra
™ 9 (R, try; M.

u Con
Ray Kelly No arramatia Mo
Parramattawona Butti SR Mo
serum 20 meir from s
ne. but remshaw
gathered the ball ad

oblsite  John

the Ipswich

 GOETEITYRYS Y
Deutis and Mick-€ranin

eariier had each Kicked a

..‘.‘ ; ""'l " .“.‘, . A" ‘) ‘H. ’ s .

Rt artier QUEENSLAND Country half back Larry Brigginshaw hits his cpponent John Kolc with a

in - the body tackle that makes the Parramatta half back spill the ball in last night’'s Amco Cup
action at-Lang Park. Country Won 18-9
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Wednesday May 2 (Lang Park)

Team effort blasts
Svydney myth
Gy JYeney my

By Lowrie Kavanog!

BRISBANE made an explosive dcbut in the Amco Cup Rugby League
competition with an exciting 13-10 win over Sydney club St. George at Lang
Park last night.

In a match that continually had the
14,000 spectators in uproar, Brisbane turned
on a brilliany team effort to score three tries
to two

“‘White-it-was & total féam cffort, with
several players turning on their best perform-
ances, the match belonged to Easts’ war horse
forward Des Morris.

Morris ployed the best game_ | _have
seen from him — better than anyone could
expect from a 30 irs plus veteran whose
best-days -should-be-belhind him

He nad a Nand- in- just
about everyvthing that

Big Henry Holloway, elated after Brisbane
with three Brisbane heroes from left, Mark Payne, Wayne Lindenberg and skipper

Des Morris after the match.

“
‘s Amco Cup win over St George, chats

BRISBANE  second-rower
Des Morris powers his way
through St. George de-
fenders Ross Cale (left)
and Stephen Edge in the
Amco Cup match at Lang

Brisbane to a 13-10 win

and wos voted Man of the
Match.

49

100K Brisbane (o a splen- REWARD
i@ Victory.

His combination with
haifback - Wayne Lind-
enberg brouzht 1t
crowd [0 Ils feel many
times in the first hal

It was clean, tough In-
dividual breaks hy Morris
which set up Hrishanes
three tries

In the 32nd minile he
put outstanding Y
rower Greg Qunn awayv
for a 30- re dash to a
corner Lry

Then In the 46t min-
1te; he broke the.dline
aln, gave an excellent
puss to fullback Pater
Dutton. who in turn
served Lmdenberg. w
scored through two tack-
leg.

5
>

Explosive

‘Then In the £lst min-
ute, the first minute of
the fourth quarter, Mor<
Tis again made an ex-
pleatve burst-throngh 50!-
1@ defence to pul. Norm
Carr eway down the line
‘Carr served an equaliv
good” pass to winger Brad
Backer Who SCored I ue
corner,

The try started more
than £0 nletres cul

Brisbane missed scor-
v n the

seennd o Ben
Norm Carr was held up
overthe line

Brisbane alsn  nmussed
out in-the goal Kicking
department, with Mal
Meninga  kicking~ only
two from-fve, and Lnd-
enberg missing his one
aftempt

Lindenbérg ear-
marked the Queensland
halfhack position when
he put it all over St
Genrpge's smart Ken
Kearney, and laler over

~ink &l YN
back Steve Morris, who
came on late
Other omstanding
players for Brisbane were
second rower Greg
Quinn, heoker John
Lang — who Won serums
15-7 — prop Bill Whit-
THOre ANE DatRE WATTIE
Larr Brad Bacser-ahd
Peter puttor—————
"_But this does_not take
anything away from the
TSt~ They-ail played im-

POTLANT PRITS
Captain and prop Greg
Veivers had an ordinary
first quarter when he
seemed hesitant. But as
the game wore on he

Brishane's Des Morric
won the SHH00 video cas
sette recorder as Man of
the Match in last night’
Ameo Cup match.

Morris is the first play-
er in the history of Amca
Cup play to win the
award on the unanimous
vote of I3 football
writers,

e e

aluahle part as
s ram up the

the best

e sories

e ganme was
n mach of

ks season, and  fully
ihe promaters
i the svsiem
¢lubs had heer
SIv outelassed by
teams” in the

wed Brisbane car
{natha

Tatsl mizht's win was
worth $4000 10 BB
andTMa0 10 St G

An elated Des Morris after starring in Brishane's
13-10 win over St. George in an Amco Cup
humdinger fast week,

Below: Des Morris on the burst with
Greg Vievers backing up.
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Wednesday June 27 (Leichhardt Oval)

BRISBANE 13 v MANLY 10

13-10 win
to Brisbane

BRISBANE continued their dream run in the 1979 Amco
€up with-agreat fighting 13-10 win over Manly-Waringah
gt Leichhardt Oval in Sydney last night.

The win was yet another triumph for Henry Holloway’s coach-
ing methods and an even greater triumph for Brisbane tootball in

gencral.

It proved thuat a Bris
bgne side could win away
foam home with the
crOwd Rgaimnst them and
with an unfamiliar refer-
R

Tt has often been said

Brisbane feams can
win only when they have
a flocal referee-and the
sypport of a local crowd
— but last mght's win
pfaved that wrong.

Every Brisbane plaver
dM his job and towards
the t%whrn four or five
of th¥m were obviously
1 they-stiif tackied
tipeless!y

sNo player typified

A

28
Then prop Dave Bro®wm,
who constantly took the
b up and tackled
[ THYOUEROUY..
Ifback-Ross Strudw-
igh-turned in a whole-
h€arted performance
showed he can
B more than hold his
ofin.in top compamy.
. .Chrs.. Clase
- Mal Meninga, al-
thpigh not given many
rtunities in attack,
ded brilliantly espe-
- s mu—
miv ied 10-3 at half-
£0 it was a great ef-
by Brisbane to Keep

sSore-

40

the Sydnevsiders
s 11 the second
minute

Brisbane hit the f(rint
for the firsi time in tae
B
the last quarter when re-
placement prop Shang
Bernardin scored & clever
mdividuat-try wineh -was
converted by Meninga to

e

give Brisbane the 13-10
scoreine

Manly swept to a 7-0
lead after 13 minutes of
the first quarter follow-
INg a penalty goal by
progn Jobn Grav and a

brilliant convegted try by
cenire Rusell Gartner,
onthe half way mark-
when co-centre Simon
Booth crashed into the
defenee @ offionded,
Given foom [0 Tove,
Gartrer was far too fast
for the Brisbane cover
defenee.

Brisbane hit ‘back =&
minute before the quar-
ter-time break when sec-
ond- cheod
arid Greg Quinn com-
bined for Quinn to dive
over wide out,

Failed

Menmga's attempted
corversion failed and
Manly led h',-.! at the
quarter Lime Dreas.

Manly went further
into_the lead "with a try

Westa-plavesPeaush Vautin
- five mminutes before hali-
{ime.
One.. minute before
threéquarter time Bris-
bane narrowed the gap to

50

houker

over

e o

INg a grea
1 Des Morris.

Bestplavers. tor Brita.
bane were Brown, Strud-
wick fock Norm Carr
wuntil replaced:, Mornms,
Mebend, Close-anrd-Mén-
imnga

Scrums were Y-afl
penaities wenl Lo
bane 17-14

SCORES  Mrisbane 11 (G
Quinn, 3. Lang. S Bernardin
tries. M. Maninga 2 geals) d
Manly - Waringah 10 (R Gar

tner, P Vautin tries. J. Gray
2 goalsi.

and
Bris-
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Wednesday July 25 (Lang Park)

BRISBANE 17 v EASTS (SYDNEY) 8

Last quarter charge
snatches semi spot

By Borry Dick

A COURAGEQUS final quarter effort against
Sydney’s Eostern Suburbs ot Lang Park last
night carried Brisbane into the Amco Cup
semi-finals.

Trailing 7-8 when the last 20 minutes
started, Brishane scored twasmagnificent

rted tries

Brisbane’s effort was its best in the
Cup this year — the mere fact it held Easts,
the Amco Cup chompions scoreless after
quarter time showed the quality of their de-
fence.

In e fourth mun
of the final quagter, V
Jeys centres Vie W
and Chris Close

sarter
McLeod took
Mar

' A
ings tries; 4. A

by

n Lang, John Mcleod and Shane Bernerd
ane ta ¢ 17-8 win cver Sydney club Eostern
p clash et Lang Park last night

BRISBANE’S heroes Joh
atter they had led Brsb

t-quArter
break after two tries in
the last five minutes of
he nuarter
whane coach Henr
made his fir

with Shane Ber-

T
Pivot
Bernardin

slipped Into

role of pivot, and gave
the attack more suthor-

ity v

penal-
Brishane in

were. fof
scrum infringemen
and the crowd began to

i referee Eddie
wice called
ont rows out for

got right
game

es,
risban

doubted
fact t
had e N
Match award at
cy — left the field mid
way through the quarter,
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AMCO CUP SEMI FINAL

Wednesday August 8 (Lang Park)

BRISBANE 8 v QUEENSLAND COUNTRY 5

Backer's late try
gets Brisbane up

By Barry Dick

A BREATHTAKING try two minutes from full time boosted Brisbane into next week's Amco Cup
grand final against Cronulla with an 8-5 win over Queensland Country at Lang Park last night.

H-was the-luckrest-of-escapesfor
Brisbane because Country had defen-
ded courageously for 78 minutes and
really looked to have a grand final
berth.in-their keeping.

With time ticking awoy and Country

BRISBANE second-rower Greg Quinn shrugs of f this shoulder 1ackle
by Country centre Ross Stallman in one of his strong runs in last
night's Amco Cup match at Lang Park.

Brad Backer's two tries in Brisbane's semi-final win

52

against Qld Country.

leoding 5-3

win the semi.

t was obvious Brisbane would
ant etfort bv some individual to

And it was rangy second rower Greg
Quinn who produced the goods when City

WeTe 56 desperate

N who
d

wor a

Wown the lefe ton
on the fitth tee
erating with eoe
and when hemmed in by
the cover defence threw
a speculative tnside pass
Lwo metres from the line

Winger Brad  Bucker
wag Lhe man on the spot
and he raced around o
touch dewn right under
fhe posts to—gtve “half-
back Wayne Lindenberg

tHa CSImMplest -~ of  con-
wersions,
The crowd of about

1,000 were torn hetween
‘cheering the Brisbans
win and  sympathsmeg
with the zallant Country’
m°

Por many. il eormed
totelly uniust for Conr-
1 1o bow out of the Cup
afler s mrmy
mendons performanies
th's spason

Iy almost  tackled
Arisbane out of the pame
wnd by full tme they
were the wearest. bunch
of " “footalfers— seen at
Lang Park for a long

tre

One sobering thought
for Brisoane was that
they will need to Improve
AT lenst 8 per eent 1o g,
paxt Cronulla at

nes next week
Value

Jm:.mrmmgmiﬁ
fwo Lries of the malcl

underhining  again  his
value In representative
football.

Brisbane coach Henry

Holloway made a sur-
prise switch before the
gume started when he

put reserve forward Des
Morris on to the fieid
and Ieft John Meleod,
man of TR maren in the
last Cup game on the
bench.

in the scoreless first
nuarter HBrisbane had
several chances to pul
points on the-beard, but
rach time-fatled (o hmivir
off atlacking move-

ol
Country stood'up to lour
hombs in the first session
three in the first 10
minutes when Brisbane

" Brisbane were helped
in the-first- querter by-a

Cotintry Were
batiling to stav in the
R -

By full time the pen-
alttes  had  fairly  well
evened ol ROINK
Brishane's way 13-10

Country  were
enormous
for mtst of the
second quarter but agam
Brishane could not score,

Country drew first
blood when Wwinder Tan
Danth  Janded & lone
penalty gcal 17 minules
intg the second quarter.

Even then Brishane
came back tn go within
centametres  of scorng
richt on balf time only

NDeath
4-0 lead
al ewcht

with o penalty

ouarter before
NMacker scored  his  first
trv ax o nunntes  from
Wiree-quarter time

Field goal

the miovemient. twice as
he combined with hooker
John  Lang  and  prop
Shune Berndin in
Keeping  the ball alive
long  crongh  to beat

With: Country  leading

4-1  apd  threequarier
time only two  m.nutes
awa,

Country prop Pe-
0 % TAT Al
Jield goal to give his side
a two point break,

Then came that final

quarter when  Cenntry
Wrre tackling evervthing
thut moved before Quunn

finally made the break to

$80.000 from the Cup.

Tn the curain raiser
Kedron Hich School put
up a brave effort bt
found St Gregorws ‘of
Camphbelltown (NSW)
st & libtle oo stiong

Tasing 4-8.
Scares rishane B (W,
e i
on
Cou Dewth 2
oA 1 First
!( mne 2, Country
;.' ers: Brisban:
Couniry 13
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AMCO CUP FINAL

Wednesday August 15 (Leichhardt Oval)

CRONULLA 22 v BRISBANE 5

BRISBANE SWAMPED IN
CUP FINAL-22-5

fanisise ey e SYDNEY. — Cronulla-Sutherland ruthlessly shattered Brisbane's Amco Cup Rughy League dreams
with a demoralising 22-5 win in last night’s grand final at Sydney’s Leichhardt Oval.

Cronulla scored fotir tries to cne in what was an overwhel

ming aispiayv

Brisbane tried — make no mistake about that — but they just were not up to the task

put

0o & from the touch fine be-
inutes  fore Bourke grounded the
ball.

Cronulia were better three tries in last night’s break by Sorensen to back Steve Rogers o
organised in the for- final to take the $1400 gwre in only the second U0 & bomb

wards, faster in the video casseite as man of minute, Brisbane fullback Alan seco uarier

backs and undoubtedly the match. i Mills got his har to 1 halfback Greg Cox =

superior, And& Sharks lock for- Some argued th e the ball but dropped 1t as i 4 Ak down ‘Wv C'“-‘;“Ij‘
L ed to a 15-

Naturally it was a dis- ward Kurt Sorensen {inal pass was
appointing end to the picked up one paint In  And Six min
Ameo Cup season for the man of the malch to quUATIer-1
Brisbane but to make it win the super star award got the advanta

)
wouched %
e

ollowing & Rogers
m annther

1 for his second try

With Rogers’ two con=

aelsion by re

to the final was A great  for the year douhtful “back ed 10- X Norm Grex - Hartley when

ifort ne aga'n started tackie’ decision Aar o to tackle ks prop Dane Soren-

Cronulla  five-eighth  disastrously when Cam- worked back into an looked by far the mmore v Were seemed theball“in «
Gary Cameron scored eron backed ub a good tacking position for fu professional o of chatk '

Bristune finativ seored

in the sixth minute of

e Third e

Nn nted m

dummy half to touch

down wide out

Faint hope

Centre Mal Meninga's
great  conversion made
the score 15-5 In Cro-
n s favour and gave
some  faint hope of &
Brisbane revival

But then B
A long Fange
minutes from three-
% 1w to give the
toes inheatahle 17-5
tead with 20 minutes to
20

Camernn scored  his
thrrd—tre—three-mimtes

o the Lust nuarter and
Rogers' conversion made
the firal ore 3 b

Tt was Cronulla’s first

mujor trophy win, and

was fully deserved
Rrishane hooker Joh,

Tang won scerums 12-9

and penalties went
bane's way 9-8

Technical

Rut the Important
thing About the penalties
was that Hartley penal-
ised Brisbane on techni-
cal points, Five of the
W penalties  Against
ishane were within
kicking range

Rrishane were pDenale
lzed. four times from
serums, twice for shep-
herding and rtwice far
taking the ball off play-
ers when the referee had
called them held

Brisbane coach Henry
Holloway made three
changes to the side in an
attempt to stem the Cro-
nuiia flow
e replaced Des Morris
with John McLeod  five
minutes hefore half-fime,
sent. Wally Lewis on for
Greg Quinn midway
through the third quar-
ter and Mark Pavne for
Chris Close in the last
arter

is-

.
It]

dluring
last week

Scores: Cromutla 22 (G
pa S 2

Tt Tl S
AR T
s S

o s > b

Lock Wally tewss improved his credentiats no end with o three-try effort for Valleys in their 40-7 win over Redciffe at Dalphin Oval
a5z Sunday, Lewss, 9 farget for Sydney clubs, was the season's top-try-scorer with 19, Here Lewis is brought down in @ fackle by second:
rower Steve Kneen ln the Beishane-Cronulls Amco Cup final at Leichhardt Oval lost week.




AMCO CUP SQUAD
RUNNER UP 1979 AMCO CUP COMPETITION

BRISBANE 13 ST. GEORGE 10 BRISBANE 13 MANLY WARRINGAH 10
BRISBANE 17 EASTS SYDNEY 8 BRISBANE 8 QLD. COUNTRY 2
CRONULLA 22 BRISBANE 5

« P -

[ 4

Back Row: R. STRUDWICK, P. DUTTON, M. NEILL P. EASTWELL, T. WEBB, B. BACKER, W. LINDENBERG,

W. CARR.

Second Row: H. HOLLOWAY (Coach), G. TREICHEL (Co Manager), P. McWHIRTER, V. WIELAND, R. COCK,
W. WHITMORE, D. BROWN, J. LANG, H. LONG (Co Manager), M. McGINLEY (Co Manager).

Front Row: S. BERNARDIN, G. QUINN, W. LEWIS, W. HUNTER (B.R.L. President), J. McLEOD, D. MORRIS,
N. CARR.

Absent: C. CLOSE, B. DAVIDSON, M. MENINGA, M. MURRAY, M. PAYNE, G. VEIVERS.

D. MORRIS (Capt. v St. George), N. CARR (Capt. all other games).
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1980 TOOTH CUP

PRELIMINARY ROUNDS

May 28, 1980
July 2, 1980

April 2, 1980
June 18, 1980

North Sydney 40 def Queensland Country
Balmain 45 def Queensland Country
Easts (Sydney) 14 def Brisbane

Brisbane 27 def Manly-Warringah

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

Country trumped
at every turn

Former Toowoomba player Alan
Smith scored two of North Sydney’s
tries In their runaway win against
Queensland Country Iin Tooths Cup

5 Leichhardt Oval

(3]

Lang Park

4 Lang Park
20 Lang Park

league match last night.

At the same ground
12 months ago Smith
scored four tries for
Queensland Country.

Another Toowoomba
player, Trevor
Dunemann, posted
Queensland’s only try of
the night.

North Sydney
outplayed Queensland in
all departments to win
by 40 to 5 at Leichardt
Oval in Sydney.

In the first quarter,

Country

the home team scored at
almost a point a minute
to notch up 18, but
Quecnsland mmsed a
more containing game in
the other three quarters.

The Queensland side
demonstrated a very
poor team effort.

The tackling of many
players was shocking,
ball passing was virtual-
ly non-existent and
backing up of the player
was hardly ever seen.

thrashed

By LAWRIE KAVANAGH

Sydney club Balmain forced their
way into the Tooth Cup quarter-finals
with a 45-5 win over Queensland Coun-
try at Lang Park last night.

Tt was an 11 TFy 15 oNE viewory, but it
was only in thé last six minutes that
Balmain.became sure of joining seven
other Sydney clubs in the quarter-fi-
nals.

Before this ‘miatch Balmain needed
to win by 26 points to force a-way-inta
the guarter-finals.

And although they dominated last
night's mateh, it was-touch and go in
the second half whether théy would
get the required points.

Balmain players hecame 2 bit too re-
laxed after running-through Queens-
land Country early.

Going_into m ﬂnm ;mmer mm

Pive minutes after-the start of the

final quarter Balmain prop forward
David Grant, who was one of the sfars,
scored an excellent try to give Balmain
a 30-5 lead.

—But with six minutes to go Balmain
still required on€ point to gain the
quarter-finals.

“Then in the lgst six minutes the
Sydney club ran in three tries — by
lock Ron Pilon, by centre Olsen Fili-
paina ‘and by winger Wayne Miranda
- all of"which were converted by Mi-
randa.

Miranda f{inished with 18 -points
from two tries and six goals, but also
missed six goals.

Stars of the match were fullback
Alan MeMahon, Filipaina, Pilon,
Grant and ﬂve-eight Percy Knight.




1980 TOOTH CUP

Wednesday April 2 (Lang Park)

EASTS (SYDNEY) 14 v BRISBANE 4

Bad handling costs
Brisbane game

By LAWRIE KAVANAGH

PANIC PASSING ond bad hand

of Brisbane’s 14-4 loss to Sydney’s Eastern Suburbs in

the opening Tooth Cup rugby lea
last night,

Despite the seemingly overwhelming score,- Brisbane wes in

ling was a major cause

gue match at Lang Park

it all the way until outsianding Easts lock John Tobin floshed over
for o converted try three minures before fulltime,

Tt was only L0e-50000a WY C1 e mandly

nut, unfortunately for Brisbane, the
rsecond one lor Sydney,

Rrhane was—down-oaly 3-0 alwer the
first quarter, 7-4 /i halltime, 9-4 at three-
glarter 1me = and still n & 9-§ siuation
with only three minutes to go

A drtermined defensive display by Bris-
“HRNE Rept the gcoring exceptionatly jow for
a Sydiney team wineh did not come Uy 9
the expectptions of the Brisbane crowd.
But 1t would be aifficuit to enticse
Hrishivte on e score ol delence
ey defended yery well to hold Easisio
wtry an the 12t minulé by biy centre Noel
Cleal and one shree minutes {rom fulllime

by Ton

Brishane wenl close 10 scortng  on
severnl owoonsions, particularly in the last
quaster

There were some excellent beesks by
{ive cihth Peter McWhirter acd Whally
Lewls wha came on as R reserve late in the
secod quarter

But each time Brishane phaysm-datied:to
capitalise on the-

Sl.ll that is an old story tor Brisbene

_one-up foatball against tap VISLNK
sldes,

Brishane repeatedly failed ta follow Lhe
ball carrier and paid the penalty when they
remnined tryless

Tronleally the final quarter was all Bris-
Dane although they faled to score and nl-
lowed Enstg & try in the closing minutes,

Bul there was lerrific excitement when
Brisbane spent the majority of the last
Quarler pressi lo_Easts' 1ine.

It was the ialented Jock Lewls who led
he MAOrtE of Brishatrd attack-in-that nme

With all his natural flarr Lewis iniwated
sofme excellent sttack with the deceptive
half run delaying pass thal seems Lo mes-
merise aiT opposition

Tawis has o great talent for deawing the
majority of defence and still have time to
pass to almost any position, behind him.

Unfortunately Jast night few Brisbane

BRISBANE  winger
Bligh Davidson hasa
firm grip on E
Suburbs half B
Andrews

last night
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Thc l "ourier-Mail

SRR

%-m to-1ake SOVANIARe Of - ghat

BAUT centres Chris Clnse
inga had atrong games -uri 3
Whirter 1ealls sparod i 1ate il gl

Lewis’ appearance i the match seemed
to apur on i i renowned de-
fender, into sorne drilii; attack,

Atier-ai-ihey are Valiey team mates

Andrews oy & Nn-nn a Ty 4

CME Nemings
ne No 4

Farvi (ry-scarers 0 E‘H
Cammnmwe sih m “ep uuvcvl Hign

15 ¢
Kelvin Grove High 14



last night,

1980 TOOTH CUP

Wednesday June 18 (Lang Park)

BRISBANE 27 v MANLY 20

Brisbane up 27-
but out of Cup

By BARRY DICK

BRISBANE bowed out of the 1980
Tooth Cup with a magnificent 27-20
win over top Sydney rugby league
club Manly-Warringah at Lang Park

To score 27 points egainst the Sydney
premiership faverites and current co-com-
petition leaders was a great effort from the
Brisbane side which had such limited prep-

aration

Only a late tey by
Tea fullback  Graerme
Eadie may have robbed
Arisbhane of 4 more m-

pr ve win
he win sull lefl Bris-
bane out of the Cup

quurter-1inals because the
two other sides in the
group — Easts and New-
e Lnshed with &
better for and against
aveTuge
The game proved vet
agwn that the so-called
fference betwern
Hr bone wnd Sydiey
foothndl dowes not exist

I alsy  proved

that
OUnNg tre Mal
nga come of age
repeesoiinlive i~

Souty o

g a deservedly

award af
performancs in
game a! Lang

nale!
s ronges
A LOD Cins
Park
He may _hate missed
the odd tackie bt In &
mme which did not fea-
re good defence Whe
Juan of the maleh nward
simply hRg to g0 to the
Deat atiacking player and
thar was Meninga
He constantly
throush tackles and set
up the trv of the match
for fullback Colin Scott
with a great solo run
Brishane ramam Dey
Morris, wha had all but
forenlen his representa-
PIVE TUTIEE WAL '™™e hpsr
forvard for the lncals
Morris, at 32, seemed 1o
have no chance of helng
picked for Brishane when

hrake

Ise was sidelined for elght
weeks with a fractured
cheek bone

Hut [ast night he agzaln
had a po.nt 1o prove to
Sydney  audiences and
did »o In Nine style

During the game Bris-
bane lost both halves,
Terry Saunders (ninth
minuter and Bran
Walsh (33th) with ankle
injurtes and iromeaily
their replacements, Mark
Murray and Wally Lewis
both acored tries

Man! certainly
nao up  to
peciations

For a team with so
many internationals and
players with huge repu-
they were most
Inting
Eadie, five eighth
Meredith and

did
e~

Only
Martin
hooker Max Krilich pro-

duced ansthing like the
Tonra ) e rmat erowd-
expecied o e,

Brishane won the game
ARalnst all the odds when
scrums went acainst

em -
the same way 10-2.

But Mantv wers foreed
1NYa errors by some hexty
TWehing early from ¢
Peler MUNamara, |
lav Holfman and secand

ower Greg Quinn

Neerey
Scatt 2. N Carr,
W. Lewia tries: M
& graisi 4. Iy was
40 1M, Meregith 2, T Mo
ney; G adie aries) Fadis 2
woalsy

Right: Des Morris in the game against Manly.
Below: Mal Meninga on the burst.

MAN of the Match Brisbane centre Mal
Meninga powers his way through two Manly
defenders at Lang Park last night




1981 TOOTH CUP

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

PRELIMINARY ROUNDS

May 20, 1981
June 10, 1981

April 29, 1981
June 10, 1981

ountry
Improve,

but

Country
down

33-1

By LAWRIE KAVANAGH

SYDNEY club Newtown
easily moved Into the
Tooth Cup rughby league
quarter - finals ~with
a 33-7 win over Datsun
Country at Lang Park last
night.

24 def  Queensland Country 2 Lang Park
33 def  Queensland Country 7 Lang Park
23 def  Brisbane 19 Lang Park
25 def  Brisbane 5 Lang Park

SYDNEY club Manly-Warringah gained
the Tooth Cup semi-finals for the tirst time
in scven ycors when they beat Datsun
Country 24 2 ot Long Park last night,

While it was a less 10 the Quernsland tean:, it
certainly was an impreement on-—the terriole foom

Allnough they laled Lo score a try, 1ast nignt,
Country's overall form, nevertheless, was a vast im-
prgvement particulariy in defénce

But generally, the form shown by Manly-Warris
ngah was-nol-up Lo expeclalions.
who left Brisbanc as a teenager several vears ago
The lock forward turned in a non-stop performance,
attacking at every, chance and turning m a fine
detenshe game.

Consider iy TIe Nt teanT oomtatmed - mine—ime
ternalionall, their domuinatice was not really as muck

Country were kept well in this mawch with a tor
hooking display from No. 2 hooker Trevor Johnson
He won scrums 28-9 and his general play vas ex-
cellent.

placement Jate in the game, he moved to second row;
and ailowed Johnson to carry on his excellent job.

There were also strong games from prop Marshall
Calwell and back rowers Howard Wicks, Paul Gard-
ner and Gary Coyne. Haflback Paul Laffin also had a
strong game against internatdonal haif John Gibbs.

But overall, Gibbs was too fast for the majority
of Queenslana’s defence, Other Manly players to im-
press were centre Alan 'Ihom]xsnn five-eighth Steve
Maran and second rower Bruce-Walker. before he
was Injured.

SCORES: Mnnly 24 (J. Dotahy 2, T. Mooney, A. Thompson,
R, Gartner, Gibbs tries: Dorahy 3 |olu) d. counlamz

(J. McDonald ’Dll) First scorers: Manly- Cou
Bamk Cup. Acacla Ridge HMigh 21 d. tona Cnnon .

as expected.

Tl st0re o1 sy LElos 10008
Wwas a falr indication of the dif-
ference in the stardards of the
teams,

Newtown were ftoo strong all
round, but partioularly when it
CAMEe 10 MOVINE up in detence
and to being on the ball in at-
tack

The Country pleyers gave 1t
evervthung antk plaved to the
BETTRT ITRFF ABINTY, BOT Werr
Just ot up to the standard that
ean ne progucent over RO MIMUTES
by the majority of Sydney
Lo

There were &rme good nol-
vidual performances jromaNew-
town although  overadt  they
played s A leam

Lock forward OGraeme
O'Grady and second-rower Mick
Pitman turned in top matches
along with- prop Steve Bowden,
centre Briatt Hetherington and
fullback Mick Pobjle

Ironigally. OGrady was
named manof \e

It was a case of second time
lueky for O!Grady. When New-
town played al Lang Park Iast
month a controversy erupted
between Queensiand press
writers, and Tooth Cnp organ-
Teare aboul [he wwe 3
press writers voled nuvu: for
O'Grady 1hen, but winger John

OrEANISers.

nent last night as he had been
in his first Lang Park appear-
anee, O'Grady was still a de-
serving winner of fhe award

There were some good Indi-
vdual ucrmrmnnce_s.mun the
Country, particularly fixee
eighth Barry ll’)m“dnﬂ and his
o

PrOD
pron

T O DRI

Datidson faded a ljttle to-
wards the end, but his nth
and defence early worrted the
Sydney pln)!rs.

Pria

ckett p! s expected non-
stop game and hfoh.m in the
scrums.

Country fullback Ani
McDonald came in for plenty of
aitention ina series ol op-and-

" 1 "y m “
extremeiy-wetl—

Country o prop Mar-
shall Colwell Bhvolved himsell

in_the heavy Roipg.




1981 TOOTH CUP

Wednesday April 29 (Lang Park)

NEWTOWN 23 v BRISBANE 19

SENSATIONAL END TO CUP CLASH, BUT...

NEWTOWN
DESERVED
TO WIN IT

By LAWRIE KAVANAGH

NEWTOWN downed Brisbane 23-19 in a sensational Tooth Cup rugby
match at Lang Park last night,

Seconds after the final hooter referee Eddie Ward awarded Brisbane a
penalty which Wally Lewis put high into the air.

bail was lost A P8 of some _outstanding teamwork. At that stage Newtown led 11-2,
play st hehand ¢ while Brish r CAMe main- and Ferguson,~who hardly han-
and Brishane halfbac A m b vidual efforts dled the bal] after this point, won

man of the match awafd:
most exciting second quarter t five-eighth Phil Sig-
ever seen under this format al swor and any of Newiown's
Lany Park “Fach 1eam scored two barkrowers could have- won the
ries inoa four-nunute byrst with award [or their consisiency. but
ne coming out leading 12- then Fer on was brilliant when

ma eatured probabls nis

Wian! appenrer  t

BRrisnane i owould have
been a terrible wav for the Svd-
nev team to lo&e the mateh New-
rown plaved the-—sharper—énster
and more pralessional footbail for
the majority «

one could 1

f e and nn-

e it awa from

Newlown's two tries at that
stage resulted from the absoiutely
nlinding pace and elusiveness of
winger John Perguson
—Ferguson did not seore the tries
which came in the third and sev-
ent 1ute-af the-quarters but
his pace set them up, beating the

ne had the ball even if 1t was for
A minimum of time

In the second quAarter Brishane
hit back with two sirong individ-
ual . iries by heavywelght centre
Chris  Close. and 1alented  lock
Wathy—bewss.

While Brispane put up a cou-
rageous showing, vou had to ad-

hést defence Brisbane had to of- mire Newtown for their team ef-

Forgetting the rloseness of the fer iort and. no doubt, Brishane will
seares, Newinwn scored {ive tres 'he tries were scored by full- be the better for the ouling
0 Brsbane's three- The majority h Mick Poppe and second-ro- A {eatiire of the match was the
f N came {rom wer Steve Bivih long  kicking of halfback Ken
son which continually had
nane back pedalling afler
being in strong positions

Newtown 23 (M, Pobjie, B, Hether-
ington, P Sigsworth, M. Pitman, $. Blyth
tries; K, Wilson 4 gools; d. Brisbone
19 1C. Close, N. Carr, W, Lewis tries;
M. Meningo 5 goal), First scorers: New-
town No 4, Brisbone No. 4. First try
scorers: Newtown No. 4, Brisbane No.
3 Scrums: Brabane 11-7, penclties:
Newtdgwn 9-8

them

¢ NEWINWI'S  trins

THE STRENGTH of Chris Cisse was never more evident thon ot Lang Park last night. In

the top pheto, the big centre is-heid by the legs, with another Newtown pleyer farcing the

y down, and the line seemingty out of reazh. But his weight and determination: carries
him over, with vet another Newtown defender on hand. — Photos Ray Cosh.




1981 TOOTH CUP

Wednesday June 10 (Lang Park)

CRONULLA 25 v BRISBANE 5

BACK TO THE OLD
DRAWING BOARD

SYDNEY, — The NSW rugby league team can
take heart for the return interstate match in
Sydney mext week after a poor showing by
Brisbane’in the Tooth Cup match at Leichhardt
Oval last night.

Cronulla-Sutherland ran out 25-5 winners
against @ team boasting H-of the Queenstard
side that played NSW recently.

Cronulla scored five tries to one ond dominated
all but the opening quarter. Some of the Brisbane players
did their representative causes no good, particularly
centres—Chris—Close—and Mal Meninga, —who —started
strongly but facec

Cronutla’s most creative piayer was prop Paul Khan,

whose strong posit
Match award

Brisbane were determined to Cronulla moved to 10-0 when
keep the ball deep in Cronulla’s Dane Sorensen seored  irom
3 % —, . ' c*1rmhl and

half and achieved this through cdummy half. He stumbled and

direct, robust running and long, fell near the 1 Was
raking touch kicks. allc et ur rambie
over. Rogers converted
But while they managed 1o .
peg the Sydney team down. they Brishan impreasin
were not able to capitalise on  with their but we

the ball quick

advantage of

fhnit and it noi able to

was Cronuita who ended the enough lo take
Tirst quarier ahead through a their huge three-q
Steve Rogzers' penalty. n
Phe—serond —ouarter —saw—3 ‘
dramatic switch, with Cronulla 1 third « er brought
doing most of the attacking and ce, and 1he returmn
being rewarded with two triés

Left wing John Jarvie teok
the ball after Steve Hansard
broke from a scrum and fed out
Rogers missed the conversion
from the touch line

the final pass
the seal on thel
inutes into the

Kurt

Cronulla-Sutheriand 25 (Jarvie 2
D. Sorensen, K. Sorensen. Khan tries
Rogers 5 goals) d Brisbane 5
(Meninga try, goal),

60



PRELIMINARY ROUNDS

April 21, 1982
June 15, 1982

April 21, 1982
June 15, 1982

St George

Newtown

Balmain

Brisbane

QUARTER FINAL

July 21, 1982

By LAWRIE KAVANAGH
St George finished all aver

Queensland Country to win the ¢ Da
early KB Cup rugby league Mar ircants
h 26-10 at Lang Park last  grom both & ad the
ght. altornatively Hooas
ns A case of-St George full of lur and agadkut e ol
quarier w the v
1s ran out of 11y

tes. It

atter huving

Newtown run riot

By BARRY DICK

Newtown cruised into the KB
Cup rugby league quarter-finals
with a 43-2 win over Queensland
Country at Lang Park last night,

I he Jets, last year's Svdney prenu
ship runners-up, nceded only to win
secure 2 place in the final cight but the
left nothing to chance, sconng ning
tries to ail.

Country co. Henry Holloway
stunned the small crowd in the 16th
minute when he replaced caplain and
former international fullback Gary
Dowhing, Dowling. who apparentlv
wanfed (o use his few representative
s this year 10 press claims for a
i the Kiangaroo touring party,
appeared astounded when Caloundra
youngster Tim Dwyer was sent out by
Holloway to replace him

Indeed. it seemed a strange decision
ause Dowlhing was casily the most

13-10 to 2110 M AR
WES R great
IDPOTTErS 1o 36 the
layed

Parramatta

Country run out
of puff against
magic Dragons

forwaids Rowa

and Greg Quinn

experienced player in the Country line-
up.-but itas doubtful whether his pres-
ence would have slowed the Newtown
onslaught

The bad news for Queenslanders
came moments before time when
State of Origin sccond-rowér Rohan
Hancock went to ground witer 3 heavy
Bump from Newtown captain Ken Wil-
son Hancock did not return for the sec-
ond half and, although the extent of his
impary was not known last might, he
must be considered doubtful for Tues
day mght’s mtersiate series decider in
Sydney

Newtown fed 100 at-quarter-time
alter easy tries by fullback Phil Sigs-
worth in the ninth minute and winger
Mal Graham in the 19th minute. But
even that quarter was no indication of
the deluge of points that was to come.

By threequarter-time Newtown had
raced 1o a 28-2 lead, posting $ix 1ries
and bombing at least three more

spiay. B

1982 KB CUP

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

26
43

def
def

13
34

def
def

Brisbane
South Island (N2)

25 def Brisbane

ST GEORGE Graham
Quinn has the ball knocked cut
of his honds in o tackle by

cenrre

nd Kel
n the KB

Lang Perk

It wasnot a m
George play

In which iIndivid-

The North Queenslan
for Queensland and alian under- -
18 Teams last year-and is still eliginle s & good iear
T Ny for the'under-18 grade again this sea- ¢ Buehnnnn tusn
" soin. Considering his youth, he was 6ne performance, with
rTeTICE RITE STYONR

d prop played

d thelr

N of the

o tap players on the fleld last
N 1, showing fear of the big
g erowd Y Johinson w th -
" " - P 1ons s Sydney opponents, _” s \I“'_l e, lj‘ﬁ
' M particularly Test men such as Cralg BCES, SNOWING & fre-

peed Lo score one try
in others. His oppo-
18 tried too much in
picked off by the

Young.
e g had & conslstent match last
night, but he was a disappointment for
nose » expecting & little extra attick and v
: s0lid St George de
AT GEORGE 26 (B, Johnson, B, Johnstom,
J. Mird. D. Kinch G rant, J. Dowlin

QUEENSLAN
. Waimsiey trise

site Garry

Country had no answer o the Jets® pro-
{essionalism and pace.

Fvery time a Newtown plaver broke
the line there was support and Country
could not match the therr backs for
speed or bail skill

Newtown's detegmination to run-the
ball was shown by the fact that all their
trics were scored by backs. Wilson went
on & pAmS-scoring sprec, with a trv
and exght goals from 11 attempts

Hooker Wayne Newling had a
strong match for the visitors, blasting
tddic Muller 16-7 in the scrums and
playing well in the open. But the best
news for Newtown was the return to
form of former New South Wales rep
resentative Sigsworth, who was danger-
ous every time he touched the Ball,
spliting the Country defence time and
again,

NEWTOWN 43 (P Segaworth 2. M Grabem 2.
Forguson. M Rysn, L Mara, K Wason. A McMahon
ties. Wison B gosls] d QLD COUNTRY 2 (W Green
gosll First scorers: N . OM' Country 2
Furet ey scorars. Newtown 1. Old Country 17
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Lang Park
Lang Park

Lang Park
Lang Park

Lang Park

Former Gold Coast five eighth, Bradley Garrett (now with
Parramatta) moves in to tackle a Newtown player during last year's
* second round clash.



1982 KB CUP

Wednesday April 21 (Lang Park)

BALMAIN 13 v BRISBANE 10

First half lapses hinder

Cup chances

By LAWRIE KAVANAGH

BRISBANE went down fighting
13-10 to sixth-placed Sydney
team Balmain in an exciting KB

Cup- rugby league match at
l.ang Park last night.

The home side finished strongly In
the—s —very
sha.k_'y combination early. Too many
times. piavers appeared to lose, concen-
tration in the first helf, and early in
the third quarter. Concentration lapses
caused many handling errors and
missed tackles.

It was bitterly disappointing for
home fans to see the Brisbane backline
continuaily interrupted by forwards
Centre Mal Meninga virtually took the
night off when possession was so slow
getting ott to the backs.

Surprisingiv, he rarely went looking
for the ball, but twice when he did, he
shattered the defence. However, it was

not enough for a player of his ability,

aiid he will need to.do more in the

State of Origin games later-this-year.

Player of the match was Balmain
five-eighth Gary Bridge, who did all
the damage with & hat-trick of tries.
He showed plenty of class and got a
great deal of speed, and got tremen-
dous service {rom. halfback Steve
Martin.

Bridge scored a good try from a
scrum and quick pass from Martin, to
open Sydney's account in the ninth
minute of the second quarter, and lev-
elled the score 3-all.

Four minutes-later Bridge was back
over the line to take a Martin bontb
and the converted (ry took Baimain to
the lead for the first time 10-5

About—this.-stage Brishane plavers
appeared to be winding down and
running out of steam.

Two who did not stop, however, were
forwards Peter Griffiths and Brett Fer-
guson. Unfortunately, Ferguson's en-
thusiasm to be involved tock him into
the back line too many uimes, when
Meninga in possession would have been
much more advantageous for Bris-

bane. Again, after the third quarter
opened, Brisbane players were very slow
to get in the maich. and it ¥as nét
surprising, in the 46th minute, to see
Briuge race 30 metres to beat at least
four defenders for a great individual try
which took the score to 13-7.

This -try was the try of the night.
Brdze's speed and his stepping caught
Brisbane off balance, and although

several piayers actually hit hint, they
were unable 1o stop him.

But Brisbane came right-back into
the match in the 55th minute when
Wally Lewis, who had featured in some
brilliant Tine- Kicking @arly, slashed
through the defence with & dummy
and a good sirong run to dive over
wide out.

Brisbane fired back i{nto the game at
“T3-10 &iter —1ooking toTmave let tre
match slip away, but «wnce again con-
centration lapses caused them to lose
passession, and despite some time on
the Balmain line, they could not crack
the defence.

Balmain 1% 1G
2 anains d

Lries; M
Rat. 6

Bridge % tries: W
Brishane 10 ‘B Harry. W Lrwis
Meninga 2 gcals) First scorers
Bris % Pai. &

Miranda

iret try Hris ~

\J”'
Above: Captaln Wally Lewis and Coach

Arthur Beetson during a 1982 KB Cup
game.
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1982 KB CUP

Tuesday June 15 (Lang Park)

BRISBANE 34 v SOUTH ISLAND (N2Z) 3

Brisbane give
| Kiwis the
run-around

BRISBANE burst into the quarter-finals of the KB Cup with a 34-3 win over
a lack-lustre South Island (New Zealand) combination at Lang Park last
night. Needing to win by a minimum of 11 points, Brisbane were never in
doubt of missing the final eight after they piled on four tries in the second
quarter to go to a 21-3 lead.

Despite a pre-match warning from
coach Attie Beetson not to go about
“Their fask in a rash manner, Brisbane
tossed the ball around non-stop after an
initial period in which they were guilty
of loose handling.

French also notched two tries inanim-

Brisbane halfback Brad Sully teases the South Island defence af Lang
Park last night.

Star Brisbane forwards, Norm Carr (left) and Bryan Niebling prepare
to lend a hand to an unidentified team-mate as a South Island
opponent nears them during last week’s second round KB Cup clash
at Lang Park.

The home side scored eight tries to
one but it must be remembered that the
opposition was particularly weak. After
scoring the first try from a grubber
kick, South Island were never in the
hunt and facked any semblance of com-
bination in attack or defence.

Rugged Norths-captain-ShancBer-
nardin deservedly won the man-of-the-
match award on a countback from tire-

less Valleys' second- yan Neib-
Ting. Bernardin, ag&irtual trock last
year with a knee"Thjury, turned in a

marvellous performance in his return to
representative football.

Neibling was outstanding and if the
final vote had gone to him there would
have been few willing to argue.

Another outstanding player for Bris-
bane was halfback Brad Sully, who
only got his chance-when State of Ori-
gan-half Mark Murray withdrew: After
a shaky start, Sully constantly torg
holes in the South T-Tand defence and
finished with two tries to his credit,

Young Wynnum-Manly centre Brett

pressive representative debut.
Brisbane’s win gave-them a plus 28
for-and-against rating after their first-
round 10-13 loss to Balmain. Beetson
may-not have been too impressed with
his team in the second half when they
tended to coast after hitting the front.
aptarm-Wahy Lewis
was replaced late in the final quarter
and, although it was probably to give
Souths' youngster Bruce Harry a run,
Lewis was helped into the dressing
room and appeared slightly injured.
BRISBANE 34 (B French 2. B Sully 2, N Carr, C
Scott. B Newbling, T Elliott tries: Scont 4, B Harry

goals) d SOUTH ISLAND (NZ! 3 (B Green try). First
and firat try scorers: Brishane 3. South ls-

Brisbane second rower, Cavill
Heugh tackled by a South Island
(New Zealand) player during last
year’s round two clash at Lang
Park. Winger Gary Thompson
supports Heugh.

Norm Carr in action for Brisbane
against New Zealand's South Island in
I the 1982 KB Cup.

Brisbane’s man of the match in the big KB Cup victory over New
Zealand’s South Island, Shane Bernardin applies a head lock on this
unfortunate Kiwi opponent,
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1982 KB CUP
KB CUP QUARTER FINAL

Wednesday July 21 (Lang Park)

PARRAMATTA 25 v BRISBANE 7

There were just too

many of them

BRISBANE bowed out of the KB Cup last night, mastered by a highly profes-
sional Parramatta rugby league team in the quarter-final at Lang Park.

Wally Fullerton Smith on the burst for Brisbane in 2 KB Cup match.

For more than half the matcn
there were yust (0o many blue Par-
ramatta jerseys on the field, and
they won 25-7 after scoring five
tries to one.

Man ol the match was Sydney glam-
or boy Brett Kenny, who scored three
tries. sbwg(ﬁw knows how to
be in the right place at the right time,
bul one wonders how he would have
fared had he been up nwnlt Brisbane’s
Test five- eighth Wnl:y

What a pity it was for Kenny, Lewis,
and the crowd that this pair did not get
to repeat their deciding gs tate of Origin
match clash, which Lewis complelcly

i d, Jeading Q i 0a
fine victory.

But with Lewis out injured last night
Queensland were down a lot of points
even before the kick-off. His replace-
ment, Bruce Harry, is a very good play-
er, but a Lewis he is not.

The Brisbane team sadly lacked that
touch of class Lewis brings to any team,
even the Australian team. But it is
doubtful if his influence could have
stemmed the blue tide last night.

Despite some courageous cfforts by
Queensland yers, particularly half-
back Mark Kiurrny forwards Norm
Carr, Wally Fullerton-Smith, Gary
Grienke and others, the Brisbane side
just did not match up to the Sydney
competition leaders in most depart-
ments,

It was particularly noticeable in the
second half, when the Brisbane players
just did not recover quickly enough in
cither attack or defence to match Par-
ramatta.

Even in promising attacking posi-
tions they were bunched and disog-
ganised

Parramatta played the last seven

muinutes with only 12 men after using

While Kenny took out the Man of
the Match, 1 went for the
Svdney warhorse, lock Rav Price

Without Price Parramatta may have
been an easier proposition, just as the

Australian leam was in- ﬂ:eJ First-Test
against New Zealand with Price miss-
ing because of injury. But still, Austra-
lia won that match, and Parramatta
would undoubedly have won last night
without him

One of Kenny's three tries came
from an excelient Price break in the
first quarter when he sent Kenny flying
for a 35 metre try. His last two came in
the final quarter: he accepted the casi-
est of mishandled balls from Brisbane
Erop Grienke to dash over, and he was

ack for his third against limited oppo-
sition eight minutes before full-time.

Murray did no barm to his Kangaroo
tour chances with a top display against
another Kangaroo prospect, Peter Ster-
ling. Murray, who narrowly ‘missed
Australian selection against Test man
Steve Mortimer this season, showed
again last night he is right up there with
the best in Australia,

His defence was impeccable, and he
was one of the few to make clean breaks
when the defence was at its best. Two
of his big breaks — in the first five min-
utes of the third quarter = were the
best in the match, and only lacked
back-up.

Murray played over Sterling, and
must have forced more votes into his
corner for a Kangaroo jersey

Gcores: Parramatta 25 (B Kenney 3. § Ella

P Sterling, tries; M Cronin 5 goals) d Brisbane
7 (8 Astil try: B Harry 2 gosis).

o
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No where to go for the ‘Bear’ .

and truly held by these Bmhlnc defenders who swarmed in to stop the

former Test forward's progress in the KB Cup quarter-final at Lang
Park last night.

. Parramatta prop Bob O'Reilly is well

Left: Parramatta score a try through a
bomb that was not cleaned up by the
Brisbane defence.



PRELIMINARY ROUNDS

May 18,1983  Manly

May 18, 1983 Brisbane

QUARTER FINAL

July 27, 1983 Brisbane

SEMI FINAL

August 10, 1983  Manly

b=
Catey. Thomaon, Cleal: Draier tries.
Windshurl

1983 KB CUP

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

78 def  Queensland Country

38 def North Sydney

54 def  NSW Country

23 def Brisbane

Steamrolled!

MANLY -WARRINGAH steamrolled Queensland Country 78 4
at Lang Park last night in one of the highest scoring KB Cup
rugby league matches on record
Atmiost from the opemime whstie

Manfy scored aimost 4t w 't

ratticd up 'S ries

— 1wy hoping it mught have bee

just a fintle bt closer but thes are prob

shlv the best club wde 0 the worll!
cauntey coach John Rhodes »uid

“The bovs plaved weil in patches but

ity bt hard to evpect them 10 wim

Fram inside the first minute when
Manly haifbuck Phif Biake travicd
winger Kerry Boustead To s 0re We-
tween the poats alter 1 SOm mave, 1t
was all downhull for Counten

In 4 relatively quict first quarter,
Manly scored only three tries alt
from the Blake brothers, with centre
Michael collecting two - but 1n the
second quarter Manly bt there straps
with tres dv Pl Carey, another by
Phil Blake after a magmficent break
by Boustead rom the kickotl. one 10
Ross Windshuttie and another by
Chris Close

In the third quarter. they piled on
four tries and rounded 1t off with an-
other four in the final quarter

Country had 1o wait until the | th
mundte of the final quarter betore re-
placement five-eighth Darryl Morsis
sey scored after aserum win 1 Sm from
the hine

Couptry's sparats were not helped by
4 14-5 caning in the penafties by re-
feree Eddie \e.ud

Second-rowers Gary Smith and
Robert Hanna, along with prop Steve
Rohl, never shirked therr duty 10 hi-
ting the big Manly forwards at top
pace while Llqucl.ka) Ovens went

——

P -

<

le & gosls. Cochrania 3 goals| d
QUEENSLAND COUNTRY 4 [Morriay try)

65

4

18

14

14

Lang Park

Lang Park

Leichhardt Oval

Lang Park



Magic of Lewis

1983 KB CUP

Wednesday May 18 (Lang Park)

BRISBANE 33 v NORTH SYDNEY 18

makes it#
aromp

‘BRISBANE tharged-intacthequarter-finals of the rich KB Cup_

rugby league night series when they blasted-North Sydney

38-18 at Lang Park last night.

1t was Brisbane's best performance
miunr)nrs.:mdorxuf.un itwas cn
gincered by skdpper Wally Lewis back
on the centre stage of representatine
football he loves 30 much,

The Kangarop vice-captain re-
sponded 10 the support given by the
patriotic crowd of about 12,000 with
another scintillaung performance -di-
recting tralfic and having a hand in
four of Brisbane’s six tries

His performance aﬂ.hu‘ b'ux ed (‘I:
lzplcscnulnc opc
ney's nrgby union cnnv:u \(m:h:il
Cox = the form five-cighth of the
Sydfey competition -

~ who paled into

e

“Bur this was no ong-man shaw by
Brishane. There-were mapy outstand-
ing pcrlomunsu,cspmm {rom_the,

jowing a siring of injurics

Twoof the best players for Brisbane
were prop Richie Powlsen and second-
rower Wally Fulleston Smithy from
the dut of form Redeliffe club. Poulsen
shone 1n the heavy work, taking the
ball up willingly, while Fullerton-
Smith pulled off some damaging 1ac-
kles and made several clean beeaks

4 Grsg Concssuand Mark,

Mureay, who have been under plenty
of pressure this year, returned 1o the
big match seene with a hang Conescy
won scrums 9-3 — including four
tightheads — and scored 2 preat iy,
while Murray served his backline well,
|.|Lil¢rﬁnxmu\h and also notched a
good try

It was hard to finda bad praver for
Brisbane, with every plaver dotng the
Job required of him. But the same
could rot be sand for North Sadney,
who were disappointing

{ By BARRY. DiGK

The Bears have been one of the im.
provers i Sydney aver the last twa
vears, but they obviously left their best
form bekind them and had only one
player who deserved special mention

- captain-and former Brisbane
Narths player Mark Graham, who
trsed valizatly 10 bt his tezm

Whrrmm
“hated" four-quarter football bur he

acknowiedged the great effort by the
locals

ihe first guar o
made plenty of 'u-n“mg errars, fuliy
desersed ther 1246 iead

1.3 nh!dl"o ened just the way
mmt&tm‘:nmmm
have hoped when winger Terry Butler
capped off 3 move 1nvolving Lews,
vecard.rower Bryan Niebling and cen-
tee Mai Meninga with a try in the core
ner after 70 secoads

North Svdnpy leveiled when centre
John Adam swooped on the ball after
Brishare foliback Colin Scotr muade 4
mess of a Cox bomb in the eignth min-
uterhar the locals Mt back with a try
rwinper- Watne t‘h:t"mrrt 2wty
Boent 90 secomds fro :

The secand qu.'"c‘ .
same. with Brisbane acd
foane. the st when Caonescu charged
through 1 §a v half amd
STFEIChed Ul 1O SCore 3 good iadividu.
a1 iy

BRISBANE 38 |W Clulhl 2, T Butler, O
Conescu. J Taop. M Murray trias. M Menin-
34 7 goarsl @ NORTI SYONEY 18 1J Adam
M Granam, CLuchman s L Xady 3 goals)

CAUGHT IN
A BEAR HUG

3
s AT

&y

Brishane second-rower Walls Fullerton-Smith drags down North Svdoer prop Lindsay Jahas

Above: Wally Lewis on the burst. Below: Mal Meninga
grabs the ball after Greg Conescu scores a try.

i Last mgh



1983 KB CUP
KB CUP QUARTER FINAL

Wednesday July 27 (Leichhardt Oval)

BRISBANE 54 v NSW COUNTRY 14

It’s on! The
showdown
of the year

SYDNEY.— Brisbane charged into the rugby league showdown of the
year when they slaughtered New South Wales Country 54-14 at a bleak
Leichhardt Oval here last night.

Brisbane will now take on Sydnez
competition leader Mnly-Wnring
at Lang Park on Wednesday night in
KB Cup semi-final that-suddenly has
become one of the most important in-
terstate clashes of the season.

Next week's match might have been
just another Cup semi-final a week
g0 but after the incredible drama at
the highest level carlier this week 1t

has now become the most talked-about
clash of 1983;
Manly have what they wanted — a

neutral referee — and Brisbane have
what they wanted — their home
ground — so the match, which has

unpi in
both states, has become a reality.

After last night's comprehensive
victory over a'!Wuu\‘NSW
Country, Brisbane coach Bob McCar-

thy was thinking only of the Manly
match. Despite the fact that Brisbane
scpred nine tries, McCarthy realises
be wyll have to work hard to bring Bris-
bane up to the standard required to
match what 1s the most pro-
feu::ul rugby league outlit in the
wor|

+ But McCarthy is far from overawed
by the task confronting Brisbane: “|
reckon there are a couple of
weeknesses 18 the Manly side and we
will be out to exploit those weaknesses
next week. Tonight's game was not
very attractive but we came down here
for one thing and one thing oaly: To
win."”

It would have been hard for Bris-
;nunmnuhlullcl@hlhw

3

But McCatthy admitted later that

Below Left: Mal Meninga converts a try. Below Right:

[ FomearRYDICK ]

the lapses of concentration by the Bris-
bane players last night be fatal
against a brilliant attacking side such
as Manly, who wift be out for Bris
bane’s blood after the political conflict
carlier this week.

McCarthy does not expect, nor
would he ask, Brisbane clubs to rest
their re; tative pla this Sun-
day but he will have his fingers crossed
that all his stars get through Sunday’s
round safely. He expects to train on
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
next week.

One player who will not be available
next week is winger Wayne Challis
Brisbane gambled on Challis’ fitness
fast night but the gamble came un-
stuck in the 35th minute when he was

re; by his club skipper Bruce As-
till because of a recurrence of his
shoulder injury.
Challis is likely to dbe sidelined for
some time and there must be some
doubt about Test centre Mal Meninga,

WAYNE LINDENBERG

who was replaced in the 55th minute
with a hip mjury after scoring a try
and kicking six goals.

Captain Wally Lewis, who had a
rclalivelsv \Suicl game, was happy to get
past NSW Country with such case.
“We needed that game to allow a cou-
ple of the new players to get used to
one another and I'm sure we will be
ready for Manly next week,” Lewis
said.

Brisbane were never in danger of
losing last night's quarter-final from
the time halfback Wayne Lindenberg
scored the first of his two tries in the
eighth minute.

Every time Brisbane decided to
swing the ball wide they found gaps in
the Country defence, simply not up to
the task of containing a sndemclmj:ng
seven Test representatives.

Lindenberg had a brilliant game in
his return to the big time. He took a
great deal of the pressure off Lewis
and must have pushed man of the
match Gene Miles for the nch award
But Miles fully deserved his rating
with some powerful breaks out wide
and some clever ball work whenever he
decided to inject himself into the, for-
wards

Three players spent time in the sin
bin during a remarkably clean match.

Just after halfume Country props
Ross Gibson and Geoff Foster were
banished after an all-in brawl and
Brisbane second-rower Wally Fuller-
ton-Smith copped 10 minutes rest in
the $9th minute after receiving his
third caution

BRISBANE 54 (Brennan 3, Lindenberg 2.
Tosamann, Patecson, Miles, Menings tries!
Menings 8 goals, Lewis 3 gosls) d NEW
COUNTRY 14 (McCartney, Kearney tries;
Ehwin 3 goals)

Mitch Brennan after scoring a try.




1983 KB CUP

KB CUP SEMI FINAL

Wednesday August 10 (Lang Park)

MANLY 23 v BRISBANE 14

‘Good big man beat good

Manly scored four tries to two in
their 23-14 win to securc a berthin
the August 10 final against cithar
Eastern Suburbs or Cronulla-
Sutherland, and on last night’s
performance the Sea Eagles will
take a power af beating n the fi-
aal.
Brisbane tried — no one could
doubt their effort —— but in the end
it was the sheer professionalism
and overall size of Manly which
wore them down.

bt i n_beat the
g%d little man,” Brisbanc coach

McCarthy commented. *Find
a5 big as Manly's
and we would beat them.”™
~—MeCarthy said skipper and Test
five-cighth Wally Lewis had been
*left on his own™" 10 stem the Man-
Iy tide when Kangaroo centres Mal
Mecninga and Gene Miles came in
for more than their share of treat-
ment early.

Miles was a’dejected figure in
the dressimg room. Brisbane
strapper and Wynnum-Manly club
secretary Bruce Cory said Miley'
cheekbone could be broken, and
certainly from outward appearanc-
es Miles' prospects of playing
agan this season did not look good.

Wynnum coach Des Morris
mirorred Miles' dejection. Prem-
iers Wynnum are caught in a hfe-
and-death struggle in the Brisbane
premiership and they can ill-afford
10 be without their most consistent
player.

The disappointing crowd of
about 12,000 - undoubtedly the
TV repluy which started 25 aun-
utes alter kick-ofl had an adverse
effect on the attendance — was
left hushed as Manly methodically
over-ran Brisbane.

Brisbane were below par — the
perfomance bore no resemblence
to the one turned in aganst NSW
Country in the quarter-final only a

ly igeh centre Chris Close charges into & tackle by Brisbane winger Terry Buther
on his way to scoriag the first (ry last night,

Below: Mitch Brennan is unable to stop Manly’s Phil Blake scoring a try.
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[ ByBARRY DicK |

week beforc and was a mere shad-
ow of the great effort against
North Sydney in the first roygd ol
the Cup — and Manly took full
advantage.

Twoplayers classed as “over the
hill” and a young try-scoring scn-
sation led the charge.

Former Kangaroo [ullbuck
Graham Fadic turned in a superki-
tive display of custodiun play in
» ave been Jus Linal
l.ang Park appearance and lock
lan Schubert, another player ut
the endof s career, ats
out.

But it was brilliant young hall
back Phil Blake who was the cen-
tre of attention from the time he
replaced the injured Phil Sigs-
worth in the second quarter.

Blake, who has knocked upscor-
ing tries in the Sydney premier-
ship. did not let his fans down, dis-
playing an uacanny sense of posi-
tonal play to score two tres

Brisbane’s cause was not helped
by New Zealand referee Don Wil-
sun. The big “ncutral referee™ ex-
{w:nmcn\ wis an bject failyre as

WV ilson [ailed to police the five

little man’

BRISBANE bowed out of the 1983 KB Cup rugby league competition when
they were beaten by a thoroughly professional and totally committed Manly-
Warringah at Lang Park last night.

metre rule throughout and missed
countless infringements.

STl the referecing affected
both sides 1o the same degree. It
was probably just as well Wilson
did not keep the sidés<}0 metres

apart or Manly might have run

oL,

The game ebbed and flowed in o’
scorcless first quarter and 16 mifi-
utes of play went by before the first
scrum was packed. As soonas the
ball was fed Wilson called both
hookers out for g lecture and when
1he scrum re-packed Brisbane.
hooker Greg Conescu was ba
wstred 1o the s bin-for 10 mines—

Chris Close scored the first try
for Manly when he ran off a clever
pass from hooker Ray Brown.
Lewis had a firm hold of Closc on
the line and held him up for what
seemed an cternity before the big
centre grounded the ball.

Brisbane did not stop trying and
Test second-rower Wally Fuller-
ton-Smith typified the courage of
the local forwards

MANLY WARRINGAM 23 (P Blske 2. C
Ciosd. R Windshuttie trese: & Endve 3 goets:
P Blakgfeld goat) d BRISBANE 14 (M Bren-
nan, G Janes res; M 3 First
scorers: Manty 3, Brisbens 3. First try
scorars. Manly 3. Beisbane 5.



1983 KB CUP

QUEENSLAND RUGBY FOOTBALL LEAGUE LIMITED / BRISBANE DIVISION
KB CUP SQUAD 1983

BRISBANE 38 — NORTH SYDNEY 18 BRISBANE 14 — MANLY/WARRINGAH 23 BRISBANE 54 — NSW COUNTRY 14

FRONT ROW {left to right): Bruce Astill, Greg Conescu, Wally Lewic (Capt.), Bob McCarthy (Coach), Wally Fullerton-Smith, Cavill Heugh, Terry Butler.
SECOND ROW (left to right): Brad Tessmann, Shane Bernardin, Bryan Niebling, Gordon Treichel {Co-Manager], Trevor Paterson, Brad Sully, Wayne Lindenberg.
THIRD ROW (left to right): Mitch Brennan, Gavin Jones.
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1984 NATIONAL PANASONIC CUP

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

PRELIMINARY ROUNDS

May 16, 1984 Queensland Country
June 6, 1984 Easts (Sydney)

May 2, 1984 Brisbane

QUARTER FINAL

July 11, 1984 Brisbane

SEMI FINAL

July 25, 1984 Brisbane

CUP FINAL
August 15, 1984 BRISBANE

25
44

25

14

14

12

def Auckland

def  Queensland Country

def  South Sydney

def  Canterbury

def Parramatta

def EASTS (Sydney)

70

18

18

11

12

team

Lang Park
Leichhardt Oval

Lang Park

Lang Park

Leichhardt Oval

Leichhardt Oval



1984 NATIONAL PANASONIC CUP

A NEW era was ushered in to
Queensland rugby league when
Country beat top New Zealand
side Auckland 25-18 in the Na-
tiopal Panasonic Cup at Lang Park
last night.

Tt was an excellent win and an excel-
lent match. both 1eams Lurning on ex-
citing. brilliant atiacking foothall.-But
1hc night belonged to the much-
‘maligned Queenstand Country team.

Jdt was the best performance from a
country-side in ‘many-years. Anyone
needing more argument for retaining
the State league had it last night.

The-next-big-test-—and-it-is-a-big
fon¢ :_&T()ﬁccnslnn'd Country is

QUEENSLAND Country prop Marshall Colwell (11) attempts to brush

All go now
for Country

[ By LAWRIE KAVANAGH |

when they play Sydney Easts at
Leichhardt Oval on June 6.

This year's series brought country
players to their greatest pitch. Even
when Auckland — with seven interna-
tionals — looked like taking the match
with strong attack, the Queensianders
defended grimly-

And in-the dying stages they were
full of running when previous country
teams could have been cxpected Lo be
floundering:—Fhis is-a-direct result of
the State League and the torrid
matches players have been forced to
play this year:

Queensland Country raced to a 24-

aside an Auckland defender at Lang Park last night.

12 lead when Gill scored his second try

just before three-quarter time. But
Auckland hit back five minutes into
the final quarter when five-cighth
Shane Cooper scored from an excel-
lent move by Clayton Friend.

The try put New Zealand just a con=
verted try away. But five-cighth Rob-
ert Tew put-an end to that when he
snapped a ficld goal with six minutes.
1o go.

Fullback Peter Gill scored two
smart trics, and his spectacular, safe
handling of bombs —-after missing his
first attempted take — was a
highlight, as he went on 1o a flawless
display.

His first try, 1 the second minute of
the third quarter, was probably the try
of match, After a top passing burst.
from the Queensland backiine Gill
took the ball wide out and set sail-for
the line in 2 long run.

Nean'ng the line he almost lost his
teadin 2 high tackle, but stayed on his-
fect before sending the ball 1o winger-
Steve Gibson. Gibson found himself
hemmed in an the corner and passed
inside to Gill, who rocketed gver,

Two North Queensland players in-
jured and replaced, later declared they
would be {ji Tor Sunday's Statc
League semi-final against Wynnum-
Manly. Winger Dale Shearer had a
groin injury and centre Habey Deemal
injured a shoulder.

Mount Isa forward Kevin Bocos has
been brought into the Queensland
Country team to tour New Zealand to
replace Paul Bleakley, who has work
commitments.

QUEERSLAND COUNTRY 25 (P Gill 2. 8
2 4

€ x
‘goali. W Taw fisid goell d AUCKLARD 18 {A°
Sinclair, 8 Cooper, C Friand tries; C Lovert

Country 14-8; penalties, Country 8-7.

Roosters
crowing

From LAWRIE KAVANAGH

SYDNEY.— Queensland Country wilted to
lowly-rated Sydney rugby league team Easts in
the National Panasonic Cup at Leichhardt
Owval last night.

The 44-0 thrashing was a thoroughly disapy
ing effort from Country after their earlier perfor-
mances, including a win over Auckland and two out
of three wins on their recent tour of New Zealand.

But-tast night-the Country boys-seldom Jooked a
chance, although the Roosters gained their first

ints with a try by hooker Rowland Beckelt from a

orward pass. From then it was one-way traffic for
Easts.

Easts, given a tremendous advantage by halves
Scott Gale and Mike Eden, ran riot. Man of the
oatch was :
with five goals and two tries for 18 points.

Queensland Country players gave it everything
but (hey\vcre'umgunnug;mt in some cases; betit-
tled.

EASYS 44 (M Edan 2. R Backert 2. 8 Gala. R Simkins. P

Dunn, D Greenae tries; M Eden 5, K Hastings gosl) d QUEENS-
LAND COUNTRY 0.
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The last team from N
7 ¢ Country. Fullback Peter Gill Is pictured here scoring a spectacular Country try In the tackle of Auckland fullback, Dorry]
try soorers: Auckland 7, Country 2. Seruma,  Iamsand five sighth, §

Above: Peter Gill on the burst as he goes on to

score one of his two tries.

b, N

Zsaland to play at Lang Park wis Auckland — on May 16 when they lost 18-25 to Queensland

10 Cooper. Looking on is mefewe, lan Irwin and Country five oighth, RRob Tew,



Wednesday May 2 (Lang Park)

BRISBANE 25 v SOUTH SYDNEY 18

Game flows
as brawls
cover field

BRISBANE entered the National
Panasonic Cup quarter-finals with
a patchy 25-18 rugby league win
over South Sydney at Lang Park
last night.

The match was notable for the ref-
ereeing as much as it was for football;
in some of the most amazing scenes
witnessed on Lang Park, North
Queensland referee Barry Gomersall
calmly let the match flow while fights
raged about him in the first quarter.

In the first minutes the first scrum
broke up with &r:ps Greg Dowling
(Brisbane) and Dean Rampling swing-
ing punches. Morc‘Ftayefsjoined in, In
front of Gomersall, but he ignored
them. Both touch judges went onto the

field.
FEW PLAYED

It was obvious he was intent on let-
ting-the players sort themselves out.
But the fight raged on and spread, un-
til at one stage there were five scrimm-
ages spread over a wide area. And stil
the match went on.

Only a handful of players were in-
votved in the match.

In the 10th minute, with tempers
still frayed, halfbacks Henry Foster
(Brisbane) and Craig Coleman tore
into each other in front of the referee,
who merely stepped around them.

3

defer

| By LAWRIE KAVANAGH |

As they grappled on the ground,
Dowling tried to separate them, and
could be seen gesturing to Gomersall,
obviously appealing to him to break
the fight up.

Gomersall continued with the
match.

Qut ol all these wild punches and
head-butts Gomersall did not issuc a
caution. It was an amazing series of
events, but the players eventually set-
tied down to0 a tough, but relatively
clean remainder of the match.

Brisbane coach Bob-Mc€arthy said
he thought Gomersall may have be-
come overawed by the match. I
thought he would have been better to
have warned all players the next one to
throw a punch would be sent off,”
McCarthy said.

Brisbane almost blew their chances
in the second quarter after taking an
8-0fead after 20 minutes. After an ex-
cellent start in which they defended
with great strength, they seemed re-
luctant to tackle.

Test centre Mal Meninga was par-
ticularly noticeable in this defensive
lapse, missing severat tackles after he
appeared to have the attacker wel
covered. This complacency also spread
1o the attack, when few players seemed
keen to back up the ball carrier.

all — the first round vi
Is helped by hooker Edk

to to thy ESANDA Br
t

Brisbane lifted their game in the
second quarter and raced away to a
16-4 lead. But on halftime there was
another lapse of support when players
failed to get back to help winger Joe
Kilroy take a bomb. It resulted in 2
loose ball that prop Bill Hardy toed
through and dived on for his second
try

South Sydney got to within four
points at 18-14 in the third quarter af-
ter five-eighth Neil Baker landed two
goals and Brisbane looked to be in
trouble.

There was bad news for the home
side in the first minute of the final
quarter when second-rower Wally
Fullerton Smith was injured in a typi-
cal front-on tackle. He was replaced
by Adrian Higgs. Fullerton Smith said
later the injury was a pinched shoulder
nerve and he hoped to be fit for Sun-

“Y INTERCEPT

Dowling snapped a ficld goa! in the
65th minute to make it 19-14, but the
match was stitt wide open. Meninga
sewed it up when he scooped up an in-
tercept that left him a clear run for the
line.

BRISBANE 25 (G Beicher. M Meninge, J
Kilroy. W Lewis tries; Lewis 4 gosis, G Dowi-
ing field goal) d SOUTH SYDNEY 18 (W Har-
dy 2. L Biles tries: N Baker 3 goals.)

s from the match
«y. Brisbane prop
9 off two Souths

1984 NATIONAL PANASONIC CUP

Brisbane replacement forward Adrian Higgs is tackled by South Sydney's
Michael Carberry and Bill Hardy.

t Ak . 4
The first big representative game of the 1984 season at Lang Park — Brisbane vorsus South Sydney, Here South Sydney second
rower, Michael Carberry strides away from Mal Meninga, Bob Lindner and referve, Barry Gomensall. Brisbane wq 5—18.
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1984 NATIONAL PANASONIC CUP
NATIONAL PANASONIC CUP QUARTER FINAL

Wednesday July 11 (Lang Park)

BRISBANE 14 v CANTERBURY 11

Now for
the Eels

BRISBANE advanced to the semi-
finals of the National Panasonic
Cup rugby league competition
when they beat Sydney premier-
ship leaders Canterbury-Banks-
town 14-11 at Lang Park last
night.

—They-will now_pl a in
Sydney on a date to be set. Sydney
Easts will play the winner of the St
George-Balmain quarter-final in the
other semi.

Brisbane were forced to battle hard
all the way and it took two pieces of
Wally Lewis magic to get them in
front in the nail-biting final quarter.

Fullback Colin-Scott accepted a su-
perb 20 m pass from Lewis seven min-
utes into the final quarter to score uni-
rouched and bring Brisbane back toan
8-10 deficit, and after Canterbury had
cdged further ahead with a Terr
Lamb field goal it was another Tong
pass from Lewis which paved the way
for the winning try.

Hooker Eddi¢ Muller had cleverly
raked back in a play-the-ball and in
the ensuing ruck Lewis tossed a long
pass 1o halfback Henry Foster, who
stood in a tackle to give winger John
Ribot a clear passage to the line.

Lewis was man of the match, but he
must have been closely pressed by
Wall&' Fullerton Smith, Bob Lindner
and Richie Poulsen, who sel up the vic-
tory with some hard-hitting defence.

The match finished on a controver-
sial note when, with five minutes to go,
replacement Cnnlcrhuriy\- centre Greg
Mullane dived over in the corner only

RUGBY LEAGUE

Barry Dick

Mortimer did not have the benefit of a
replay and he was penalised for re-
monstrating with the touch judge.

_Canterbury had gained a vital break
seconds before three-quarter time
when winger Ross Conlon landed the
simplestof penaity goals-following-a
silly indiscretion by-Fullerton Smith.
The goal gave the visitors a 10-4 lead
going into the final 20 minutes.

Until then Brisbane had held firm
against some sustained pressure, as
well as mounting promising attacking
raids. The last representative match played at Lang Park was the National Panasonic Cup quarter final between Brisbane and

Cﬂnlcrhuf)"s ﬁfsl lry. '7 minu(cs :_‘,m:ﬁllrrhvur\ — Bankstown ‘laal \\»r-h’.nnm_\ Brisbane won 14 - 11. Brisbane second rower, Wally Fullerton Smith is pictured
into lhc-opcning quuncr. was SOOde ackling Canterbury prop, Peter Kelly
by former Brisbane Souths hooker Bil-
.Igc ' Johnstone, but it should not have

¢n awarded, Johostone was more
than a metre in front of prop Peter
Kelly when he accepted the pass.

Referee Eddic Ward did not endear
himself to the crowd earlier when he &
gave some strange scrum rulings, let-
ting Mortimer get away with two bla-
tant second-row feeds, and then
penalising Brisbane half Foster for the
same thing.

But if Ward upset the fans in the ™%
first quarter he really riled them in the
sccond when the game became dis-
jointed because of his heavy hand.

SCORES: Brisbane 14 (C Scott, J Ribot
trigs; M Meninga 3 goals) d Canterbury
Bankstown 11 (B Johnstone try; R Conlon 3
goals; T Lamb field goal). First scorers: Bris-
bane 3, Canterbury 5. First try: Brisbene

to see the touch judge's Mag goup. The  cynrarbury 12.

T¥ replay showed the dcc‘]sion was ey

correct, but Bulldogs halfback Steve

Below Centre: Joe Kilroy on the burst. Below Right: e National Panasonkc Cup dompetiion. Prop, Bt Kellweay prcpares 1a
al Pan

A Brisbane players gets unended in a fierce tackle.

Camterbary hadbmck Steve Moetimer (ries to breab the tackde of fieisbane prop
sealc Cup malch at Lang Park baut might. PICTURE: K Stretten

1 of Canterbury — Bankstwon centre, Andrew
firal

ob Kellawsy in (he Nationsl Pasa-




1984 NATIONAL PANASONIC CUP
NATIONAL PANASONIC CUP SEMI FINAL

Wednesday July 25 (Leichhardt Oval)

BRISBANE 14 v PARRAMATTA 12

Brisbane stop Eels
- now for the final!

From KEVIN HEPWORTH
BRISBANE last night proved once and
for all that New South Wales is no

the heart of the rugby league

with a- nificent 14-12 Na-
tional Panasoanic Cup semi-final victo-
ry at Leichhardt Oval.

In putting themselves in line for a
$120,000 payoff in the August 15 final
against either Eastern Suburbs or St
George, the Brisbane warriors ground
the might of Sydney premiers Par-
ramatta into the mud.

“In three matches we have knocked
over the three best defensive sides in the
Sydney competition,” coach Bob
McCarthy said. “And | think we won
that one early when we held them for
30-0dd tackles near our line. | don't
think they had much left after that.”

McCarthy's pride in his plavers was
totally justified for, while maestro
Wally Lewis again took off the man of
the match award, he was not far ahead
of his team-mates.

. Lewis earned his points with another
brilliant display of marshalling and two

pinpoint passes that led to Brisbane's
{ries, by Lindner and Ian French.
“The boys just kepr going, they mever

let up,” Lewis said. “We plaved dumb
football in the last quarter when we put
a lot of pressure on ourselves by not
kicking, but the boys never gave it in."”

McCarthy praised his forwards for a

magnificent job and it really was up the
mthl_&mhm_hm' ke Parramat-

1a's heart.

SLIPPED A BIT

“We Jet it slip away a bit in the first
two quarters but they had a very good
pack of forwards,” Parramatta coach
John Monie said. "I thought tonight
they were a better side than | gave them
eredit for.”

The Brisbane win was all the more
meritorious because they had to over-
come some balfling referecing from
Greg McCullum that resulted in Par-
ramatia enjoying an |8-5 advantage in
the penalty count.

If anything, the scoreline flattered

‘the Eels because they trailed 6-0 at

quarter time, 14-4 at halftime, 14-6 at
three-quarter time and crossed for
their try only in the second last minute.

The Brisbane players took the field
wound up like a spring. And from the
time Mal Meninga potied a penalty in

the third minute they were always in
Lomtrel.

The final quarter was all tension
with Brisbane defending grimly for
much of the 20 minutes. But Brisbane
had the unity to seal the match
for certain in the |7th minute when 2

‘brilliant passing move resulted in Men-
‘inga forcing his way over the line —

oaly to bounce the ball.

Parramatta capitalised on that let-
off when Ella finished off the only

¢lean break o ght by giant
winger Eric Grothe by crossing in the

corner. Cronin made it four from four
with the conversion but it was too late
for the Eels.

. BRISBANE 14 [B Lindner, | French tries: C
Scott 2, M Menings goals] d PARRAMATTA
12 (8 Ella try. M Cronin 4 goals) at
Leichhardt Oval.
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Above: lan French about to score for Brisbane
against Parramatta.

Above: Wally Lewis about to pass. Below: Bob
Lindner scores for Brisbane.




1984 NATIONAL PANASONIC CUP

NATIONAL PANASONIC CUP FINAL

Wednesday August 15 (Leichhardt Oval)

BRISBANE 12 v EASTS (SYDNEY) 11

Brisbane survive

= M el

7 Ll
ABOVE: Brisbane hooker Eddic Muller préparcs io get his pasy away-in-lastnight's Na-
tional Panasonic Cup final against Sydney’s Eastern Suburbs. He played through the
match with painkilling injections in his fool because of a work accident. BELOW: Team-
Scotts-carried off-Leichhardt Ovat last night after distocating an elbow.

mate Colin ¢

BRISBANE - Fullback, C. Scott; three-quarters, J. Kilroy;
M. Meninga; G. Miles: J. Ribot; five-eighth, W. Lewis
(capt); halfback, H. Foster; forwards, B. Lindner; W.
Fullerton Smith; B. Niebling: R. Poulsen; E. Muller; G.

Dowling.

SYDNEY.— Brisbane are the
National Panasonic Cup cham-
pions after beating Sydney bat-
tlers Eastern Suburbs in 4 nail-
bitin rugkg‘ league final at
Leichhardt Oval last night.

Brisbane won 12-11 but were forced
to defend desperately in an unbeliev-
able final few minutes when Easts
hurled themselves at the tryline in a
do-or-dic atfempl fo capiurc their
third Cup.

It was real Cup final stuff and Bris-
bane fully earned the $120,000 first
Eriycmbncv after appearing to have

lown handy leads several times,

Easts have had a disastrous year in
the Sydney premiership, but the Bris-
banc players would take a lot of con-
vincing that the Roosters are anythin
but a good and couragcous fooxhaﬁ
team.

The victory was yet another mile-
stone in a great year of Queensland
football, coming on top of the 2-1
State of Origin serics success and the
tecord-cqualling number of Queens-
land Test representatives.

WallyLewis, the Brisbane. Queens-
Jand and Australian captain, capped
off a marvellous season when he was
named man of the mateh-for the
fourth successive time in Cup matches
to win the $20,000 1984 superstar
award.

But while Lewis often wins awards
for his attacking genius. he got the
vote last night far his superb defence
when Brisbane needed it most.

Scveral times Easts appeared 10
Thave Brisbane in dire trouble, especial-
ly through great attacks from young
—gmpfl‘ n_and pacey centre

jlenn Leggett, but it was Lewis Who
stopped most of the attacking raids
with super ball-and-all tackles.

cliff-hanger

[ FromearryoicK |

Brisbane scored two tries to onc and
there was a note of controversy about
the Easts’ try, which came in the 64th
minute when Lewis made a rare mis-
take and second-rower Terry Regan
toed the ball through and attempted to
ground it over the line.

A TV replay showed that Regan did
not lay a hand on the ball but replace-
ment forward Steve Hardy certainly
did and it was a fair try: But argu-
ments raged over whether referee
Chris Ward had given the try to Re-
gan or Hardy and it was not until after
the match that it was confirmed that
he had awarded it to Hardy.

Brisbane coach Bob McCarthy, who
went-through 10 minutes of torture be-

fore the final hooter, praised his play-
" professionalism and expericace %n

ers’ pro|
the cliff-hanging final stages.
‘McCarthy also revealed that hooker
Eddic Muller had played through the
match with painkilling injections in his
foot because of a work accident that
left him with a badly injured big toe
Awa-wecksago.

Easts wete enthusiastic and they cer-
tainly didn’t turn it up," McCarthy
said,

Wynnum-Manly's brilliant fullback
Colin Scott was replaced early in the
second quarter after falling heavily
and.it was found that he had a dislo-
cated elbow, which was later put back
into place.

00 13 Wl MO8 e St

2
fl.y: ﬁ\? goals, Hastings fid goni] at

Leichhardt Oval. Crowd: 11,264, First

Above: Wally Lewis playing for Brisbane against
Easts in the 1984 Panasonic Cup final.
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1984 NATIONAL PANASONIC CUP
NATIONAL PANASONIC CUP FINAL

Wednesday August 15 (Leichhardt Oval)

BRISBANE 12 v EASTS (SYDNEY) 11

1984 PANASONIC CUP VICTORY

F INAL SCO R E COMBINED BRISBANE DEFEATEI? EAs_Ts 1211

(Photo taken after customary swapping of jerseys)
EA s TS ; «%7

Tr/es ScoredBy
-t 'W Le\ws

Al

: QGoa;s,K:ckéd BH
M Eden &), M Meni

: E
.gast,

.:(434) vy

| - o~

Wally Lewis with the ﬁaﬁonaT Panasonic
Cup.
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1984 NATIONAL PANASONIC CUP

NATIONAL Panasonic’s introduction to
Rugby League’s premier midweek Cup
coincided with what many believe to be
the finest final in the Cup’s 11 year
history.

It was no surprise that Brishane made
it — 1984 was the year of the
Queenslanders — and Wally Lewis could
do no wrong.

Despite Easts lowly position in the
Sydney premiership, it should also have
been no surprise that they made it as
Brishane’s opponents.

Easts were making their fourth final in
11 years, the most by any team.

On two of the three previous occasions
this was their night, and most came to
regard them as the experts at night time
20-minute quarter football.

Easts' road to the final
considerably easier than Brisbane’s.

The Roosters met Queensland Country
in the first match, overrunning them
44-0. They scored eight tries with Mike
Eden scoring two of them and Kicking
five goals.

The next match was against NSW
Country in the quarter finals. That
resulted in a 24-4 win, This time five tries
resulted.

In the meantime, Brisbanc were
working their way to the semi-finals.

They knocked over Souths in a fiery
match in Brisbane 25-18, leaving them to
tangle with Canterbury, the Sydney
premiership leaders at that time.

The match was controversial,
Canterbury leading for much of the time,
and having a try in the corner disallowed
late in the game.

Replays showed that the touch judge
had made the correct decision and
Brisbane won a tough, almost bitter
match, 14-11.

There were those who believed that
playing a semi-final against Parramatta at
Leichhardt — away from Lang Park —
would find Brisbane out.

Wrong! This Brisbane team, many of
them in the Queensland State-of-Origin
side, had been through so many tough

was

matches that they were prepared for
Sydney's best clubs whether it be at home
or away.

Despite an 18-5 penalty count against
them, Brisbane scored two tries to
Parramatta’s one and won 14-12.

They were into their second final,
following their first attempt in 1979 in
which Cronulla won the Cup.

Easts were faced with St George, and
again they were outsiders. St George had
been playing well and were close (o the
top of the Sydney premicrship ladder.

It was worth noting that 10 weeks
earlier, Easts had beaten St George 20-10
in the first round of the premiership.

Amazingly, the score was almost the
same in the National Panasonic semi-
final. Easts won 22-10, scoring three tries
to one and overcoming an 11-6 penalty
count against them.

The curse that Easts appear to have
over St George remained.

Brisbane coach Bob McCarthy
expressed concern at the many critics
who confidently predicted a Brisbane win
in the final. 2

He knew too well the problems facing a
team that might believe in the publicity.
and not play to their potential.

There was the problem of Wally Lewis,
ill in the dressing room before the game
because of a virus.

But it was Lewis who set up a try,
scored one himself and finally took out
the Superstar award.

Brisbane won 12-11 but not after one
of the most gripping finishes seen in a
Sydney match for a long time.

The Queenslanders appeared to have
the match in their keeping when they led
12-5 midway through the final quarter.

It was not as if Brisbane had outplayed
Easts. Indeed Easts trailed only 6-5 at
halftime and gave Brisbane little
breathing space.

With Brisbance lcading 12-5, Easts

forward Steve Hardy was awarded a try
after falling on the ball over Brisbane’s
line.

Kevin Hastings had kicked a “bomb™.

National Panasonic’s a hard word to say,
But it’s a series in which we must play.
Souths, the “Bulldogs” and Parra we beat
By anyone’s standards — no mean feat!
But a final’s a final and never real fun,
‘Not with the money so big to be won.

Lewis dropped the ball and referee Chris
Ward ruled that Hardy bad touched
down.

For eight minutes, FEasts threw
everything at Brisbane and it was a
tribute to the defensive qualities of the
Brishane side that they held out.

Brisbane's victory was worth $120,000.
Easts carned S83,000.

Lewis as Player-of-the-Series won
$20,000 worth of National Panasonic
products, the richest individual prize
offered in Rugby League,

The total sponsorship in National’s
first year was $450,000.

The Golden Try award, a Carlton gold
KB ingot valued at $5,000, was won by
Easts Mike Eden.

Round One
Aprll 11

Apell 18: Penrith 26 b lllawarra 10, Leichhardt Oval,

May 2: Brisbane 25 b South Sydney 18, Lang Park.

May &: NSW Country 17 b Wesls 4, Carrington Park,
Bathurst.

May 18: Qld Country 25 b Aucklana 18, Lang Park (qualifying
match).

May 23: Canterbury 30 b Manly 10, Leichhardt Qval.

June 6: Easts 44 b Qld Country O, Leichhardt Oval.

June 13:  Parramatta 20 b Canberra 2, Leichhardt Oval.

June 20: St George 22 b Norths 0, Leichhardf Oval.

Quarter finals

June 27:  Parramatta 16 b Penrith 6, Leichhardt Oval.

July 4: Easts 24 b NSW Country 4, Leichhardt Oval.

July 11: Brisbane 14 b Cantarbury 11, Lang Park.

July 18: SI George 26 b Balmain 6, Tamworth.

Bemi-linals

July 26: Brisbane 14 b Parramatta 12, Leichhardl Oval.

August 1:  Easts 22 b St George 10, Leichhardt Oval.

Final

August 15 Brisbane 12 [W. Lowis, G, Miles tries; M. Meninga 2

goals) b Easts 11 (S. Hardy try. M. Eden 3 goals. K.
Hastings field goal). Scrums: Brisbane 6-5. Penalties:
Easts 13-8. Crowd: 11,264. Referee: Chris Ward.

Superstar 1984: Wally Lewis.

Balmain 12 b Cronulla 2, Leichhardt Oval

o0, we were in a bind,
chairman was one we could not find.
Slumped in his seat with head held low.
This was the time for a bold, brave show.
But who could blame we mere directors?
Never a thought of being defectors.

When the hooter went, our bearts stopped

So off to Sydney, McCarthy in charge, thumping,
Wo/m{om 5’:,3,, "“k,:’,":: ,2“ w',g" quite "Twas then the adrenalin started really
large. pumping.

Next the directors in blazers aglow,
Confidence and style was part of the show.
Then came the kick-off, the game had begun,
Wally in charge; our favorite son.

We'd won, we'd won, now it was clear

We knew all along there was no real fear,
So up we got and led with a cheer,
7::;225 bc::zn, it’s time for a beer.

At halftime, this i A r we we had quite a few

- ba;'ﬁ‘;me Coptn SN S Owur wvisit to Leichhardt we would never

was as rampant as noise from the military ™€
band.

Easts were real ‘Tigers' not ‘Roosters’, you 1be m::;, they had done it, they did us quite
know, o :
It would take superb play to hold out our Praise for our heroes will always be lowd.
Jfoe. To Gordon and Ted who saw it right
Superb play it was but the scores were quite 'b""}bx -
§  even — Our confrdence never wavered in you.
Perbaps a prayer to our old friend, St And mow it’s all over, let’s resolve with

Stevhen: great zest, 3 -
? That next year, once more, Brishane is

best!!

“Poet’ Kevin Brasch with his ‘Ode to Brisbane’, flanked by Wally
Lord Mayor Roy Harvey. G d
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1985 NATIONAL PANASONIC CUP

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

PRELIMINARY ROUNDS

April 17, 1985

Balmain 33 def Brisbane 16 Leichhardt Oval

Wednesday April 17 (Leichhardt Oval)

BALMAIN 33 v BRISBANE 16

almain blitz leaves
Brisbane in tatters

SYDNEY.— "King" Wally Lewis
‘and his Brisbane -eourt abdicatéd
from the Nitional Panasonic Cup
throne last night

Batmxin romped hose 3136 with +
foue-rey bhiz i the finalquarnies that
left_not oaly meenc but Queens-
tand's reputation as “kings of the
world™ in tatters

el {gEL"s 1hey

[ Ecmiackcra |

Halmain led 614 21 the first bresk after
Llias scored from a Gale bomb at the
taominute mark-

The dall rebounded off fulldack
Colin Scott’s chest and was fumbled
by asather Brishane plaver before Eli-
ds prabbed it

“ComTaTand_Joe Rivar added

After last DigRI™s theyching.
ckand’s miernaionals will need
ﬁnﬂumm effors i the Sme_.'\T
_Qm.ln_mu:h:s 5o reiun el
spats for the sefies against \u £4a-
fand.

Even Lewis” pasitzan as Test captaun
fuusl be challenged SY-Wayze Pearce,
W0 R0 determmed eam
ahat endectined thear Classn3ne Syd.

fey premicrship:
ver who did not stop traing, but R
aimain Spposrte. Steve Hgach. seems
headed-for 3n Austratiyrjomper ths

1d 1w

Yot

Houker Greg Conescy &
haich, but farmer Ay
bows” hooker Ben Elas ausp

tbe matchaward
Balmain's fuur. ey blitz starzed taa
minekes s4e the final guaeser after
Rins Conlen bnded = penzier to-re
Batmain afier
Brrsbancted 19 3t the s2rd Sresk.
From sde Mch-off fullbaca Gary
Jack ch.:rfm through the Brishane de-
fence w hink with five.eighth Gary
Bradpe, wha sent natfback Scor Gale
anaelimd h
Thae 19t broke the
back af the H'hhanc delerse and in
ihe next el munctes Balmarn were
back for three moed toes two By sec-
ond-rower D.a-.d Brovks.

0 s LEe e 1
fer an SFcalv-coniesicd 5 manutcs

'er.s-u were the movc‘impvhd-e
with Hias: Roach, Brooks and Pearce
making good gains through the rucks.

Brisbane had lintle penetration, 2l
xh.unh Bub Lindner munaged 2 |Ml
anescy znd RidaL 1a sup-
port but the mevenmzat & & Teaen
ay durt. Referee Kevin Roberts
penalised Brisbane 7-2 in this period
Bar only two were within Conlon's
rangs
ArEane plaved strdngly afier hati=
ume but still looked 4 disorganised
3 made uncharacteristic errars
¢ pressurs. Buy they B their
strafs .mdlhc cad three minties
theedof oAy i
mrem-Manky umneum«-“naln
licked.

Dawh=ag, Eown, Brett Freneh asd
Sall combdined 10 send winger St
Hoys aaay tsiore i the sorne
Brishanc Tod [0-9. That ranec ihe
hopes of thesfee {}s.««hm:* hv.rz

SALMAN 33 10 Srocks 2. 8 Elhisa. M
Marnaro 5 Gale e i Corion & goais, S
Gasa hewd goall @ BRISSANE 18 15 Bops. T
Dwvyer 1048 J Miboy & gowst
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1986 NATIONAL PANASONIC CUP

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

PRELIMINARY ROUNDS

April 16, 1985 Manly 18 def Brisbane 10 Lang Park

Wednesday April 16 (Lang Park)

MANLY 18 v BRISBANE 10

Boustead injury put
seal on a bad night

NEWS wits bad -for Queensland’s
State of Ozigrn chances on all
froms last mght afier Brishane's
16- L% defeat by Manly-Warnngah
o the National Panasenic Cup
rugby league match at Lang Park

The effect of Brasbane's inyury-dis-
rupted preparalion became obvious
with o fourth Quarter crash that her-
alded Brisbane's secand succesnive
first round can from 1he series

Tu 2dd to the gioom of the May 27
inteestate opener against New South
Waics, Manly's champion Queensland
winger Kerry Boustead hrole his rpht
ankie and appears certain 1o be ruled
nur of the Onigin senes

Houstead's Queensiand team-mates
in the Maniy-side — Shearer, cenlre
Chrs Close and fock Paul Yautin
will be weicome recruils when Wayne
Benanell's team face NSW nexit mamh
Shearcr was man of the maich

When trahing 4-8 entering the firal
quaster, Brisbane plaved like 2 team
which had hid one seriout 1raining
session together because of five with-
drawals on Monday and Tucsday

Manly, one of the specialists of four-
quarierdooiball. left a0 doubt as.
thewr syperiority with 1wo Shearef-in-
spired ifics,

Brisbane coach Barry Muoir 1s sull
keen (0 continue as @ representative
coach despite the defeat. “That's defi-
nitely nat the end of me." he said

He paid tribule (o Bryan Nieblin

and Wally Fullerton Smith: G
knows what would have happencd if
they weren't on the field”, but lament-
ed 2 cauple of dropped balls in the
third quarter that were the turning
poiat, -
Muir said he replaced” halfback
Mark Murray inthe Sist mmute be-
cause of a shoulder injury, as did prop
Cawill Heugh, who was replaced at
halftime’by Mark Meskell.

1 brought James Sandy on for
Peier Coyne not because | thought he

Right: Wally Lewis at marker attempting to

[ ByPAULMALONE |

was playing badly but 1 thought James
muy have gc:n ahle to penelrate their
backling,” he said.

firishanc struck swifily, in the secs
and minute, when Niebling broke (ke
defence and slipped a gem of a pass 10
lock Bob Lindner.

L indner kicked out of the 1ackle of
five.cighith Mitchell Cox and crissed
for a 4-0 lead 10 Wit the cromd of about
15,000

It was about the anly mitake Cox
made in the first hall, with his kicking
game piving Manly 3 decided advan-
tage

Brishane opposite Wally Lewis

played hike 1he flu-affected man he.

was; krocking ontwice within a min-
ute in the apening quarter and missing
1he mark 3 couple of times with passey,

Clove enraged what could be Tis
hame Origin crowd in the fourth min-
ute with a tackle of questienable
height on winger John Richards, The
vuung Rc'dcl:i!c player was shaken
and failed 1o show upn his representas-
nve debut,

Referce David Manson, handling
hreefirst representative malch, acted
carly.in the second hall when replace-
ment Manly forward Bill Hardy was
given 10 minules in the sin-bin far an
incrdent behind the play on Niebling.

A scoreless second quarter followed
Manly's mnth-minyte try by Close
which levelled a1 4-4. Boustead haif-
valleyed a long pass from hooker Mal
Cochrane magnificently and sent
Close aver

Down 4-% at the final change, Bris.
banc had time to win through percent-
age foorhall, but turned in their worst
quarter of the match to bow out of the
series and miss out on a $120,000
winner’s cheque, k

MANLY WARRINGAH 18 [P Blaks 2, C
Closs, D Ronson tried: M Cocheane goal) d
BRAISBANE 10 (R Lindner. $ Lewls tries: C
Bcatt gaal). Firar scorars and tryscorers:
Manty 3. Brisbene 8.

ruck the ball back and gain possession.
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KERRY BOUSTEAD rests st Roval Beishane Hospital bust sight after s-rays revealed he had broken his sight

ankle in the Natlonal Pasasisic Cup match at Lang Pack. Bowstesd kad net cven bad fime to chase from his
maich jersey whew KIM STRETEN ook this pictore

Above: Mark Murray during the 1986 KB Cup
game against Manly.



1987 NATIONAL PANASONIC CUP

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

PRELIMINARY ROUNDS

April 17, 1985 Balmain 33 def Brisbane 16 Leichhardt Oval

Wednesday April 8 (Leichhardt Oval)

‘We took it
too easy’
says Lewis

Lewis gunecdu his team took Pul-

“Fith Too easy'in last night’s Nation-

.1T‘F‘n‘|\TTET€uiY“n'd'nm‘1mv;

“taken scveral injufed - players into
the game.

*T-was very yuiekin thedressimg

T idon't know

ni | C e

aff
ating 14-2 'rugbv Jedgue defeat by a

{3 —
ars-
Tewisallerea moTxcuses andagreed

d fotol work had to-be-done-on h!m;xs

_gou@_bc colr!iEldcnl.of ficlding-a com-

next season.
“The bloke T feel sorry for is Barry

Muir w‘n' dis.:ppoinud'#lh.u four
WonThs. iy Fperiorm-
ance well beluw the sldcs puchML

“Their commitment ‘didn'Lsurprise

BRISBANE hooker Ray Herring on the burst against Penrith in last
night's Nationa! Panasonic Cup match at Lelchhardt Oval.

FromRepsRervEoaok—-

me. hecause-they had a lot of young
-blokes. but-they-had-noa reason lo-he
more committed than we were as we
had so much more to lose.™

The crowd ol around 1000 called for
‘Leewis' send-off zfmra_hxgh—mckic o

dercd Lewis from e field, beforc. ap-
tyind—

5 thought-lwajs gqingm gt timeT

players thought | had been’sent off,
bt Ehad oy trad-down and-digirtse
From the opening whistle, Brl\bnnc

appeared fatand disorganised. Ha

ly u player performed anywhere nLdr

Mohr, fullbm.k Peter -Gill .md prop
ing-played-fairly-
The Panthers were ably led by
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young lock Crarg lzzard, who was a
Wﬁmmnmtvh—*
An uneventlul first quarter hardl

saised rode from the-small crow
awith bathsides making mamunfozmd
CFTOLS.

Brisbane's carly defence was sus-
pect and-disorganised: 13- took tiny:
hatfbackAtantanger-to make the
first-break-when-hedarted

sy OTCaK, Wach it s ﬂnnugh—an
op:.nm_ﬂou 1Sm-burst,”
Afthough-the-attack-Hrek-eotresion:

Lewiy «cad-wd—thc, bhlp— withseveral

bane drew first blnod lmmuh.xu.lv af-

k- with lLL:guAl_ln
winger Steve Hl.g.m) .:I'u.r Greg Al-
exander had been penalised for shep-

herding.
Brisbane fuiled to mject any real
fEreTration i sevs

cral lnm> uhyn i bruk dppwred fike-

Brr.\bﬂnc‘ma)_' havu “been unlch(y
nol ta post a try when referce Kevin
“Rabertsroted 2 pass-fromTentreGene
Miles to the unmarked. Hegarty was
forwatd.

Penrith posted therr tirst points af-
ter second I:rm.r Mark (‘Lyg?honalt.d
a-probing-bemb which-wis regained by
winger Mark Robinson. He found lock
lzzard before fullback Rob Robards
completed the four -pointer.

ock-Be AVe,
non-stop defensive display in lhc first
half beforc being replaced by another
mewcomer, Tony'Rear

Brisbane went close Lo scoring twice
in the third quarter, firstly when an

Hrom-Miies 1o Gill was
xmll .md wo minutes later when | ewis
lorced his way over only to be held up:

Wﬁumpm
a score, or any notable action anh(.
match meandered towards-an crror-
ridden anti-climax.

Penrith clinched the match 1) min-
ules from time when Alexander
weaved his way across field and float-
cd a perfect pass onto the chest of 1z-
zard; who neatly unfoaded to Bevan
who crashed over.

PENRITH 14 (R Robards. M Bevan, G AKX
ander tries: M Bevan goal) b BRISBANE 2 (S
Hegarty gosl) stLasithhardt Oval.



1988 PANASONIC CUP

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

PRELIMINARY ROUNDS

March 25,1988  Brisbane (BRL) 8 def NSW Country 0 Lang Park

March 30, 1988  Newcastle 26 def  Brisbane (BRL) 0 Newcastle

March 9, 1988 North Sydney 12 def Parramatta Stadium
April 6, 1988 Penrith 24 def Brisbane Broncos 10 Parramatta Stadium

Friday March 25 (Lang Park)
COMBINED BRISBANE (BRL) 8 v NSW COUNTRY 0

Brisbane in
8-0 Cup win

BRISBANE beat NSW Coun-
try 8-0 in a Panasonic Cup rugby
lcague match at Lang Park last
night but according to coach
Ross Strudwick should have won
by 40 pdints.

Strudwick said if Brisbane had
hung on to the ball more often and
converted attacking opportunities
into tries, the final scored could have
been embarrassing.

Strudwick said he was never con-
cerned Country would score a try.

Brisbane will meet Newcastle on
Wednesday in the next round of the
Cuﬁ and Strudwick believes his un-
fashionable combination can score

an upset.

*“1 just hope there's 26,000 people
there to see us because we're good
value," Strudwick gaid.

There were only?oo fans at Lang
Park last night to watch the com-
bined Brisbang outfit win a-Cup
match for the first time Since 1984.

The star of the match was Red-
cliffe’s former Warwick schoolboy
star Lex Neal who scored Brisbane's
first try in the opening quarter and
was involved in play as often as
many of the forwards.

Strudwick described Neal as the

o ag. : T
suv e

COMBINED Brisbane Darren Smith.lines up NSW Country

By STEVE RICKETTS

“Clinton Mohr™ of the team and

said he played just as well as the for-
mer Brothers star.

Strudwick nominated Easts ﬁ;op
Mark Mclntyre as the best of a hard
working pack of forwards, Mclntyre
came to Brisbane last year from
Grafton.

Brisbanc's second try was scored
right on full time when hooker Bill
Holmes followed through his own
chisp kick to touch down.

trudwick said he was disappoint-

ed his players would not be allowed

to rest from tomorrow’s round of
Brisbane Winfield Cup fixtures.

It was believed the Brisbane divi-

sion mighl exempt players from club;

duties but the club’s most effected
have successfully put their case that
the L yers should be available.

‘The maindnjury worry was five-
eighth Peter Coyne who injured a
shoulder in the final quarter.
Coyne's kicking for touch in general
glay was superb and in the second

alf kept Country pinned in their
own territory.

BRISBANE 8 (L Neal, B Holmes tries) d
NSW Country 0.

five-cighth Rocky Laurie in their Panasonic Cup match at Lang Park.
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Wednesday March 30 (Newcastle)
NEWCASTLE 26 v COMBINED BRISBANE (BRL) O

Struddy undaunted

NEWCASTLE.— Brisbane rug-
by league coach Ross Strudwick
rated his team as nearly on a par
with the Broncos, despite last
night's 26-0 loss 1o the Newcastle
Knights in a Panasonic Cup first
round clash.

Strudwick said the Broncos
should gain little satisfaction
from seeing the Knights struggle
to their five tries to nil win over a
weary Brisbane side.

*1 don’t think the Broncos are
much better than us," Strudwick
said. “Thch'ust train together all
the time and therefore have supe-
rior tcam-work — and team-work
and three doubtful tries were the
winning difference for the
Knights.” '

From STEVE RICKETTS

The Broncos will play the
Knights in Newcastle on Sunday
week in a Winfield Cup fixture.

Last night it took top individu-
al performances by New Zealand
imports Tony Kemp and Sam
Stewart to get the Knights home.

Kemp scored two tries from
fullback and second-rower Stew-
art onc in a match marred by
atrocious handling. The Knights
led 4-0 at halftime with Bris-
bane’s short line defensive pattern
holding well against the home
team.

A try early in the third quarter
to Kemp put the Knights on the
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road to victory — but it was one
of the tries disputed by
Strudwick.

“*My players reckon he didn’t
ground the ball,” Strudwick said.
*Another try came from a blatant
knock-on and another one from a

nalty that should never have

en given. .

*“The kindest thing you can say
about the Knights is that they
didn't stop trying. All my blokes
can hold their heads high. If we
had made the most of our half
breaks, we would have won."”

NEWCASTLE 26 (T Kemp 2, § Stew-
art, T Butterfield, § Fulmer tries, R
Toew 3 goals) d BRISBANE 0. Scrums:

Newcastle 16-14. Pensities: Brisbane
8-8. Crowd 9300.
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North Sydney second-rower, Gary Smith in the National Panasonic
Cup game at Seagulls Stadium last night. Rampling was taken to
hospital for x-rays on a suspected fractured ankle.

RAMPAGING Tony Rampling tries to crash through the tackle of

TWEED HEADS.— Gold Coast-
Tweed's injury toll reached crisis
hroportions last night in their 12-6

ational Panasonic ‘Cup defeat by
North Sydney.

"The short-handed playing staff
was further reduced, with second-
rower Tony Rampling to have x-
rays on a possible fractured ankle
and utility back Brett Rolls an
arthroscope on his left knee.

Experienced centre Chris Close
will be sidelined for up to a month
with hamstring damage and second-
rower Eric Kennedy will have x-rays
on a popped shoulder. Prop Jim
Cowell pulled a hamstring.

Coach Bob McCarthy will have
to make do with the remnants for
Sunday’s Winfield Cup match
against Illawarra in Wollongong.

Against the lost of four players in
the first half, Gold Coast kept them-
selves in with a winning chance in a
match of a dismal standard. What-
ever attribute the Giants may lack,
heart is not one of them.

gible.

“We're six weeks away from con-
centrating on our attack,” McCar-
thy said. We're starting with our de-
fence.”

The Bears’ New Zealand half-
back Clayton Friend was man of the
match from Brothers signings Gary
Smith and Tony Rea, both of whom
were willing workers.

“Gary and Tony are making the
transition to Sydney football well,”
coach Frank Stanton said.

Norths struck twice in the last
four minutes of the first half to take
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But their attacking game is negli-

From PAUL MALONE

a 12-4 lead which could not be
hauled back in the greasy condi-
tions.

The crowd was again sparse, but
the costs were picked up by the
NSWRL and will not be an addi-
tional financial burden to the club,
which will-welcome the $20,000 TV
rights fee for Saturday week’s home
match against Cronulla.

With teamwork a luxury neither
outfit could afford, the Bears pack
‘ground out more metres than their
opposites.

With two Mike Eden goals levell-
ing at 4-4 after 24 minutes, Gold
Coast were threatening until the in-
Jjuries struck. :

Giants replacement back Brett
Rolls lost possession running back
for a clearing kick, and Kiwi recruit
Andrew Vincent crossed. In that in-
cident, Rolls and Close were in-
jured.

Vincent, who caime back from a
horror start with his handling,
gained his chance when former Test
winger Kerry Boustead withdrew
before the morning flight from Syd-
ney.

The Cup quarter-final draw made
last night has the Brisbane Broncos
down to meet St George if they can
elimigate Penrith in the first round
match.

NORTH SYDNEY 12 (C Friend, A Vin-
cent tries; J Dorahy 2 goals) d GOLD
COAST 6 (M Eden 3 goals). First scorers:
Norths 6, Gold Coast 8. Crowd: 3230.
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Wednesday April 6 (Parramatta Stadium)
PENRITH 24 v BRISBANE BRONCOS 10

Penrith up
in Bronco

From PAUL MALONE

SYDNEY.— The Broncos’
player depth has reappeared as a
question mark after last night’s
‘Slaughter of the Innocents’ at
Parramatta Stadium.

With six first graders from the
team which made the club unbeaten
Winfield Cup lcaders home and dry
in Brisbane, the Broncos were de-
feated 24-10 by Penrith to be elimi-
nated from the rich Panasonic Cup.

At lcast five premiership matches
will be played mid-season without
the representative stars and the loss
strikes at the confidence built in the
club through the dream premicrship
start and solid reserve grade results.

The hope in the Broncos camp

% f”\

sible — playing catch-up footba

BRISBANE Broncos rookie centre, Rohan Teevan, prepares to

last night was that a starting point
had been established for the less ex-

rienced players and they would at

cast know what to expect when they

are rext calledhupon.' |

“Isu that will start up again
now,”" sﬂmr Wally Lewis said.

The remaining seven first grade
regulars struggled to impose their
professionalism on a match played
against spirited Penrith control in
persistent rain.

At best, it was the ‘off” match that
had been threatening from the past
fortnight.

But there was enthusiastic resis-
tence once the match had been lost
after the first half with Penrith lead-
ing 24-0.

Brisbane quickly found them-
selves confronted by mission imfos-

lin

B3 o

~

unload the ball as Penrith captain, Royce Simmons, comes up in
support in last night’s Panasonic Cup match at Parramatta Stadium.
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massacre

heavy rain. Once behind, progress
was all uphill with the lack of expe-
rience and teamwork the main prob-
lems.

“We went out there with instruc-
tions to kick on the second or third
tackle. The only problem is we
couldn’t get that far,” Lewis said.

Fullback David Bourke struggled
in the slippery conditions which
were worsened by the NSWRL's de-
cision to use leather footballs.

Alexander, deservedly named
best 'player after his involvement in
the first three tries, was nearly in
five minutes later when his chip re-
bounded off an upright and he lost
Bossssion on the line. But the ball

ew out of Bourke’s gras‘gaas he was
running play out and halfback Craig
Grauf was called on to concede a
ruck penalty on the Brisbane tryline.

When big second-rower Mark
Geyer executed a heavy hit on
Rohan Teevan, Penrith added to
their overwhelming advantage in
field position. The eagle-cyed Alex-
ander tapped ahead at a ruck and
plunged on the loose ball in the in-
goal for a 12-0 quarter-time lead.

The .Broncos consolidated in the
sccond quarter, making more im-
pression in the forwards and making
more effective use of Wally Lewis’
kicking game.

Twice they were within an ace of
re-entering the match. A Lewis
bomb forced one of Alexander's few
errors of the night, but Grauf was
held up by a pack of Panthers.

Then referec Mick Stone ruled a
double movement when hooker Ker-
rod Walters bounced over from the
closest Brisbane came to sustained
pressure in the first half,

But Alexander again appeared
three minutes from the second break
to spear a grubber through which
five-cighth Brad Izzard touched
down under the posts at this leisure
for a 20-0 advantage.

Brisbane scored first on three-
quarter time when Greg Dowling
scored from a Lewis grubber. Seven
minutes from the end winger Mi-
chael Hancock gave the Broncos
score some respectability when he
touched down after a Terry Matter-
son bomb.

PENRITH 24 (J Cartwright, G Alexan-
der, B tzard, R McNeill tries; McNeill 4
goals) d BRONCOS 10 (G Dowfing, M Han-
cock try; T Matterson goal). Crowd:
8811.



1989 PANASONIC CUP

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

PRELIMINARY ROUNDS

April 4, 1989 Brisbane (BRL) 21 def Port Moresby 12 Port Moresby

April 7, 1989 Brisbane (BRL) 9 def  NSW Country 2 Seagulls Stadium
April 12, 1989 St George 26 def Brisbane (BRL) 0 Lang Park

April 19, 1989 North Sydney 13 def  Gold Coast 6 Parramatta Stadium
March 1, 1989 Brisbane Broncos 18 def Canberra 13 Parkes

QUARTER FINAL

May 17, 1989 Brisbane Broncos 42 def Parramatta 6 Townsville
SEMI FINAL
May 31, 1989 Brisbane Broncos 24 def Souths 4 Bathurst
CUP FINAL
June 6, 1989 Brisbane Broncos 22 def Illlawarra 20 Parramatta Stadium

The victorious 1989 Brishane Broncos Panasonic Cup team
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Wednesday April 4 (Port Moreshy)
COMBINED BRISBANE (BRL) 21 v PORT MORESBY 12

White leads
Brisbane to
second bid
for qualifier

PORT MORESBY.— Tom
Raudonikis tipped big things for
prop Chris White after last
night’s 21-12 Panasonic Cup
qualifying match win over Port
Moresby.

The Brisbane rugby league coach
said White was up to Sydney stan-
dard and he believed the Souths
youngster would be in demand at
the end of the season.

“There are quite a few in this
team who could play in Sggncy. but
Cl}éis really stood out,” Raudonikis
said.

White almost signed with the Gi-
ants at the start of last season, but
aftera trial, opted to remain in Bris-

ne.

Raudonikis also reserved praise
for fullback David Bourke, who
Blayod with the Broncos last year.

ourke was solid undeg the high ball
and scored a fine try following a Bill
Holmes grubber kick.

Bourke saved a certain six points
late in the sccond quarter with what
the coach considered a professional
foul, *I thought he should have got
10 minutes in the sin-bin, but even if
he had, | would have had no com-
plaint," he said.

Brisbane will play NSW Country
in another qualifying match at
Tweed Heads on Friday night, and
Raudonikis is confident his players

From STEVE RICKETTS

can lift themselves despite weari-
ness.

“The players are physically and
psychologimll)x up to the task,” he
said. *They kAow we haven’t fin-
ished by a long shot. I think we are
going to develop into a good side.”

If Brisbane beat Country, they
will play St George in Sydney next
Wednesday.

Raudonikis said all his players
had stuck to their guns and the only
disappointing ffature was some poor
tackling in the first quarter and a
bad defensive lapse from the kick-
off in the third quarter, which re-
sulted in a length of the field try for
Port Moresby.

Although all four Brisbane trics
came through the backs, it was the
powerful running of the bigger for-
wards — lan McKenzie, White and
Scott McKay — that was the telling
feature. .

Port Moresby led 4-0 at quarter-
time and were the more impressive
team. By halftime Brjsbane had re-
covered to lead 8-4, but from the
kick-off in the third quarter Port
Moresby scored the try of the
match.

At three-quarter time, Brisbane
led 17-12 and it was still anyone’s
match. The result was put beyond
doubt when winger Guy Harvey
scored in the corner with about 10
minutes to go.

Brisbane half BrettjDaunt was an
inspriation behind the scrum,

‘BRISBANE 21 {D Bourke, B Dsunt, G
Harvey, T Cook triss: Harvey 2 goals,
Daunt field goal) d PORT MORESBY 12 (M
Ipu, E Akuila tries; Akuila 2 goals).
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Saturday April 7 (Seagulls Stadium)
COMBINED BRISBANE (BRL) 9 v NSW COUNTRY 2

Guy boots
Brisbane to
top victory

TWEED HEADS.— After
three unsuccessful penalty shots,
winger Guy Harvey landed the
one that counted in Brisbane's
courageous 9-2 Panasonic Cup
win over New South Wales
Country at Seagulls Stadium
last night.

Brisbane rugby league coach Tom
Raudonikis said he had told captain
Bill Holmes at three-quarter time to
give Harvey once more shot and then
replace him. That shot came five
minutes from fulltime with Country
leading 2-1.

Harvey, who admitted later to
being in “‘shocking form,” calmly
steered the ball over the crossbar
from 32m out and 10m in from the
touchline.

Less than two minutes later, re-
placement forward Darren Smith
completed the scoring for Brisbane
when he dived over from dummy
half after a scrum win inside
Country’s 22m. Harvey added the
cxtras,

But it was Harvey's kick which
broke the spirit of the Country play-
crs who thought they had the game
wrapped up two minutes carlier
when fullback Neville Elwin kicked
a penalty from in front after Bris-
bane centre Dave Mcintosh dived
on to a loose ball from an off-side
position.

Harvey's winning
came after referee

nalty kick
ddic Ward

ARVEY ... his kick
made difference.

GUY H
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From STEVE RICKETTS

ruled hooker Richie Jones used a
shepherd.

Raudonikis described the win as
one of the most courageous he had
seen _?_nd !li)risban'e D%(v!ision chl:ir-
man Tom Drysdale said every play-
er deserved a Victoria Cross.

He said it was especially notewor-
thy because the Brisbane players
were “flat” after their hard-fought
21-12 win over Port Moresby last
Tuesday night.

“Before the Moresby match, we
had motivational films, pep talks,
team meetings, the lot,” Raudonikis
said. “But for this match, the play-
ers had to do it themselves. We
came down from Brisbane by bus
and just walked around the strects
for a few hours before the match.”

Country had been in camp three
days at Coolangatta and despite the
late withdrawal of expericnced
goalkicking centre Ross Conlon
were favored to win.

Brisbane's next clash will be
against St George at the Parramatta
Stadium on Wednesday.

For more than 70 minutes last
night it seemed like Brisbane would
get home courtesy of a field goal by
half Brett Daunt, who kicked the
one-pointer as the hooter sounded
for the cnd of the first quarter.

He had two more unsuccessful
shots at field goal and the score re-
mained 1-0 until Elwin’s penalty in
the 73rd minute.

Raudonikis rated hooker Holmes
his best player, followed by forwards
Chris White and Ziggy Strasser. In
the backs, halves Daunt and Kevin
Lanéer were inspirational and Tre-
vor Cook found space in the centres.

Daunt had an absorbing duel with
Country half Mark Wakeficld and
both gained valuable ground with
touch-finding kicks.

BRISBANE 9 (D Smith try: G Harvey 2
goals, B Daunt field goal) d NSW COUN-
TRY 2 (N Eiwin goal).
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Thursday April 12 (Lang Park)
ST GEORGE 14 v COMBINED BRISBANE (BRL) 10

Coyne pips

Brisbane’s

r

winning try.

MARK COYNE ... scored the

SYDNEY.— St George rugby
league coach Craig Young ad-
mitted his team had “got out of
jail” in last night’s Panasonic
Cup win over Combined Bris+
bane.

He was one of the first into the
Brisbane dressing room to congratu-
late coach Tom Raudonikis after St
George's 14-10 success.

Young said he never doubted
Brisbane would give St George a
hard game despite the number of
players lost to Sydney clubs in the
past two years.

“We've got plenty of Brisbane

_players and didn’t under-estimate

the opposition,” he said.

It was one of those former Bris-
bane boys — centre Mark Coyne —
who scored the winning try for the
Dragons, seven minutes from time.

The teams went to the three-quar-
ter break at 10-10, and for the first
10 minutes of the final period Bris-
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ve effort

From STEVE RICKETTS

bane a;{ggliod most of the pressure.

Halfback Brett Daunt missed
with a field goal attemipt 13 minutes
from time and Brisbane took the
wrong options on other occasions
when it looked like they might score.

Brisbane could have led 16-6 five
minutes after halftime when centre
Trevor Cook was put into the clear
by five-eighth by Kevin Langer. Re-
feree Chris Ward ruled Cook did
not ground the ball when hit by the
desperate defence and rolled into
touch.

The TV replay vindicated Ward’s
decision. Cook said he did not think
he had grounded the ball.

Cook scored Bribane's first try,
after 11 minutes, when Easts team-
mate M;(k_MeﬁQonz]xld left Lhc right
wing and joined in play on the o]
site side of the ﬁcltf ppe-

It was a sweetly-timed McDonald
cut-out pass which put Cook in for
the try.

St George hit the lead in the 33rd
minute when another former Bris-
bane player, Clinton Mohr, scored'
between the uprights after good
lead-up wark.

But Brisbane stunned the crowd
of 3587 when they went to halftime
10-6 after centre Dave Mclntosh
casily stood up the defence to score
from a good pass by second-rower
lan McKenzie.

Brisbane had been fired up by a
motivational talk from world boxing
champion Jeff Fenech, and for 70
minutes they were the more en-
terprising.

Driven bg new skipper Wally
Fullerton Smith, the bigger St
George pack began to make inroads
into the defence in the final quarter.

Raudonikis was reluctant to nom-
inate individuals, but said prop
Chris White and lock Darren
Wolens would have made many take
notice.

Skipper and hooker Bill Holmes
spent 10 minutes in the head-bin af-
ter a head gash early in the third
quarter, and during his absence
Brisbane lost a scrum against the
feed. From the ensuing play winger
Ricky Walford scored the try which
levelled the scores.

ST GEORGE 14 (R Walford, M Coyne, C
Mohr tries, R Walford goal) d BRISBANE

10 (T Cook, D Mcintosh tries, G Harvey
goal).
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Florimo set
for glory

- McCarthy

SYDNEY.— Giants coach Bob
McCarthy has tipped centre
Greg Florimo to play for Austra-
lia this scason after the young-
ster shot down the Gold Coast
side’s Panasonic Cup campaign
last night.

From ROBERT CRADDOCK

Two pieces of individual bril-
liance from Florimo and his team-
mates was all it took to steer North
Sydney into the competition quar-
ter-finals with a 13-6 victory at Par-
ramatta Stadium.

After a scoreless first quarter, the
Giants saw the match effectively
slip from their grasp by conccding
two trics in the cight minutes after
the first interval,

Florimo provided the break for
the first try when he split the de-
fence out wide before unloading to
Paul Beaven who grubber-kicked
into the in-goal. Replacement centre
Gary McGuire provided the points
when he gave Neil Hunt a start and
a beating in the chase.

After displaying speed and a neat
step in the first try, Florimo con-
firmed that strength and ball skills
are also prime qualities of his game
when he did well 1o present the cor-
ner to an unmarked John McArthur
seven minutes later.

After juggling, then retaining a
clever blind side grubber kick from
halfback Scott Gale following a
scrum win, man of the match Flori-
mo fought the tackle of winger Ben
Gonzales until he wrestled his arms
frce for the final pass. The match
was all but over.

**1 have no doubt Florimo can
make the Australian team and he
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could even do it this season,’
McCarthy said. *It wasn't just that
he was good tonight. He was also
their best player on Sunday against
Parramatta. In this game players
arc normally classiﬁedgas runners or
tacklers. He can do both very well
and I wish he had stayed at home to-
night. He would look great in a Gi-
ants jersey.”

North Sydney coach Frank Stan-
ton was more reserved in his assess-
ment of the strapping 21-year-old,
who also plays five-cighth and lock.

*It just depends on what (NSW
coach) Jack Gibson thinks,” Stan-
ton said. **He scems to have pre-se-
lected the list.™ '

No-onc can question the willing-
ness or commitment of the Giants
defence but the match again
highlighted the club’s lack of attack-
ing firc power. In five matches this
scason, the Giants have scored five
trics.

Their only try last night came 10
minutes from the end when back-
rower Chris Close barged over from
close range when the match was all
but over.

*“We threw the ball around as best
we could but what we haven't got is
a couple of big gorrillas making
ground in the middle,” McCarthy
said. **But it will cme together.™

NORTHS 13 (J McArthur, G McGuire
tries, J McArthur 2 goals, S Gale field

goal) d GIANTS 6 (C Close try, P Benson
goal).
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Wednesday March 1 (Parkes)
BRISBANE BRONCOS 18 v CANBERRA 13

Favoritism

TERRY MATTERSON . ... 12-
point tally against Canberra,

PARKES.— The Broncos pro-
vided instant justification of
their rating as premiershsip fa-

. vorites with an 18-13 comeback

defeat of Canberra in the Pana-
sonic opener last night.

The 4-1 hotshots for the Winficld
Cup premicrship blunted a forward
barrage from Canberra and covered
a magnificent solo attacking per-
formance from Wallaby convert
Ricky Stuart to pass the first test,

They were stretched (o breakin
point at 0-7 in the shadows of half-
time, but showed great composure
and character to enter the quarter-
finals.

“They were dominating, but we
kept plugging und soaked up their
pressure,” said coach Wayne Ben-
nett, **We showed some good quali-
ties for the rest of the season,™

Lock Terry Matterson, an almost
invisible source of endeavor in this
star-studded team, pounced on two
try-scoring opportunitics 1o swinp
the match around. in concert with a
sterling second halfl performance
from a pack which had been out-
played to that point.

Last night’s Broncos® line-up took
up clear front-running for retention
in the first grade team for the prem-
iership opener against Penrith at
Lang Park on March 19.

Bautling a fat crror rate and the
power of a Canberra pack led by
tough second-rower Craig Dimond,

Brisbane did well to hold the Raid-
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tified at
iting

From PAUL MALONE

ers to 7-6 at halftime, with the first
try by man of the match Matterson
six minutes from the break.

The comeback was also a triumph
for Gene Miles, who absorbed many
of the Raiders’ best defensive hits 1o
produce gains in the second half
which set Canberra on the back
foot.

Bennett admitted the big-match
tenacity made it difficult for the
players involved in Sunday’s trial
against the Giants to force a place
for the first round of the premier-
ship. °

“There's Michael Hancock and
Shanc Dul(ly, of course, and Greg
Conescu has to be considered,” he
said. “But this team will be the nu-
clewns. There were o lot of good qual-
ities in the effort. We had to stick
close enough to them in the first half
so we were within reach when our
roll came.™

Fullback Tony Currie expects 1o
miss Saturday’s Sevens tournament
at Parramatta Stadium with fluid
on the clbow. He struck his funny
bone in a tackle in the second half
and finished the match with his arm
heavily bound. It is all pins and
needles there, but | won't need to po
for x-rays."” he said.

BAONCOS 98 (T Matterson 2. B
Tessmann triss; Mattarson 2, G French
goals) b CANBERRA 13 (J Ferguson, G La-
zarus tries; M Wood 2 goals, R Stuart fid
goal).



1989 PANASONIC CUP
QUARTER FINAL

Wednesday May 17 (Townsville)

King claims
hew ground
at third try

STEVE RENOUF ... . two tries.

Langer caught in

" TOWNSVILLE.— Wally Lew-

is last night annexed North
Queensland into his rugby
league kingdom as the Broncos
routedParramatta 42-6 in the
Panasonic Cup quarter-final.

Lewis became the first Bronco to
score a hat-trick of tries in first
grade as Brisbane turned the cager-
ly awaited promotion at the Towns-
ville Sports Reserve into a massive
anti-chimax as a contest.

The Australian captain had the
overflow Townsville Sports Reserve
crowd chanting his name in best
Lang Park tradition barely 10 min-
utes into a cakewalk which sends
Brisbane into a confrontation with
the other Winfield Cup joint lead-
crs, South Sydney, at Bathurst on
May 31.

crowd stampede

TOWNSVILLE.— Broncos half-
back Allan Langer feared for his
safety as hundreds of fans trapped
him in over-enthusiastic post-match
celebrations at Townswille Sports
Reserve last night.

B gem ged se-
curity guards and police o escort
the Test halfback off the field and
Langer admitted he was un-nerved
by the hero worship.

“I wanted to stay on the field but
the crush was so bad I couldn’t
move,” Langer said. “The security
guards couldn’t stop them. | was
glad when the public address an-
nouncer asked for them to give me a
path off and they listened to him."

Broncos g:nenl manager John
Ribot said the Broncos were looking
at security measures for the popular
Langer. “Heis turning intoa me?a-
star and we want him around for
quite a while yet,” he said.

Ribot said he would press man of
the match Terry Matterson for an
answer in the next week on whether
he would re-sign with the Broncos
for next season or accept an offer
from one of the two Sydney clubs
chasing his services.

Broncos centre Tony Currie will
ask Queensland coach Arthur Beet-
son for a few days’ rest after his in-
juring his left ankle in the match.
“I'm sure I'll be able to play against
New South Wales with some treat-
ment,” Currie said.

Broncos coach Wayne Benneut
said that Wally Lewis’ form surge in
the last rormig‘llu had greatly simpli-
fied his job. “Wally is really playing
very well and at times tonight he
I like a sprinter,™ he said.

Brisbane’s 42-6 win eclipses the
first grade record for the biggest
margin, set in the debut premiership
match last year against Manly, and
Bennett said the players hadyhecn
determined 1o perform before such
an excited following.

“When you've been in rugby
lcague as long as | have and you see
something like this, it makes you
feel very proud,” Bennett said.

Broncos centre Peter Jackson
aFain aggravated his persistent an-
kle strain, but he will welcome the
10-day byeak before the premicrship
match against the Giants at Lang
Park on Sunday week.

From PAUL MALONE

The Broncos' pace and strength
was an indication that the attack J:4
skill coach Wayne Bennett has de-
manded had arrived.

Lock Terry Maucm;n gave the
B 1 to

rush through negotiations with him
for a new contract, with a try and
seven goals 1o top off a brilliant all-
round performance.

Matterson is the leadgr in the
Cup's best player award, taking the
man of the match award last night
to add to the maximum three points
he gained from Brisbane's first
round win over Canberra in March.

The Broncos had Parramatia so
utterly mastered by three-quarter
time that Benrdett was able to take
the cheeky step of replacing centres
Tony Curric and Peter Jac and
forwards Gene Miles and Greg
Dowling. Currie iced an ankle inju-
ry on the sidelines.

Brisbane narrowly failed to
record their second successive shut-
out, conceding a try five minutes
from fulltime to Eels’ fullback An-
drew Leeds.

But the seven-try performance
was ample entertainment for the
riveted, Townsville crowd.

Supporters of Parramatta had a
choice of odds of 3-1 or 8% points
start and the Broncos immediately
justified their status as hot favorites.

From the opening tackles, the
Brisbanc forwards, led by Matier-
son, Miles and Dowling, madc casy
ground through the middle of the
ruck defence, which refused to ad-
vance.

Brisbane piled on three trics in
the opening 23 minutes to book their
semi-final appearance and move
within two wins of the $175,000
winner's cheque.

The first try was a replica of the
match-winner in a mecting between
the two clubs at Lang Park last year,
with an Allan Langer grubber being
fumbled by two Ecls as Lewis
swooped underneath them to force
the try after only five minutes.

BAONCOS 42 (W Lewis 3. 8 Renouf 2,

T Matterson, G Freach tries; Matterson 7

gosls) d PARRAMATTA 6 (A Leeds try: A

Fitzhenry gosl). First scores (and first try
): B 6. 1.
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BRONCOS lock Terry Matterson looks fo;
halfback Andrew Fitzhenry grabs him during last night’s Panasonic
Cup quarter-final in Townsville.

as Parramatta



1989 PANASONIC CUP
SEMI FINAL

Wednesday May 31 (Bathurst)
BRISBANE BRONCOS 24 v SOUTH SYDNEY 4

Jacko puts
clincher on
comeback

BATHURST.— *“Another town
visited, another job done” —
that is how Bronco rugby league
coach Wayne Bennett summed
up last-night’s 24-4 Panasonic
Cup semi-fina) win over Souths.

Despite the professionalism of the
win, Bennett was far from satisfied
with the 80-minute performance.
He believes the players’ effort
*dropped of™ in the last 30 minutes
— although he was pleased with the
man of the maich performance of
centre peter Jackson.

“We're not as good as the score
indicates,” Bennett said. It was
just another match we had to win
and now we will concentrate on
beating St George in Sunday's
premiership match.”

© The win means the Broncos will
lay the lllawarra Steelers in next
ednesday's Panasonic Cup final.

It will be the first time that a side
from Queensland has p!azed in the
final since Bob McCarthy's Bris-
bane, skippered by Wally Lewis,
won the Panasonic Cup in 1984,

Lewis went into last night's match
with the spectre of a $2000 fine
hovcrinﬁ over his head, but he did
not let the fine get to him . . . he nar-

rowly missed out on the man of the
match award.

Jackson said he needed to turn in
such a performance and added that
he knew it would come cventually.

He said the Broncos pack was

PETER JACKSON ...
powerhouse performance.
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From STEVE RICKETTS

probably even more devastating
than the one ficlded by his former
club Canberra.

Bennett said the gamble with
Sam Backo in the starting line-up
had paid off and he thought he had
regained form.

Souths coach Georfe Piggins ac-
knowledged the brilliance of the
Broncos, but he said referee Mick
Stone had not done the Rabbitohs
any favors. “1 don't think we'll ever
Wi'r:i a game under Stone,” Piggins
said.

The Souths camp was confident
centre Steve Mavin would esca
disciplinary action as a result of his
dismissal early in the third quarter
on a charge of kneeing Bronco
winger Joe Kilroy.

Souths secretary Terry Parker
said the video clearly showed that
there was no malice in Mavin's
attempted tackle of Kilroy.

The Broncos reported that Kilroy
had suffered bruised kidneys, but
they did not expect him to be side-
lined for Ionﬁ.

In fact, the Brisbane squad fin-
ished the match virtually free of in-
jury and they travelled to eSJdncgcby

us last night, as requested by Ben-
nett, with Sunday's St George
match in mind.

The Broncos led 6-0 at quarter
time and 16:0 at halftime.

Jackson’s two tries sealed his man
of the match award, but the stylish
centre did much more than put the
ball down twice over the line. Heen-
sured that the Broncos® attack kept
on a roll and despite a couple of
heavy knocks he kept coming back
for more.

Bennett would not comment on
the efforts of Souths halves Craig
Coleman and Phil Blake, but their
performance did little to solve the
problems the New, South Wales
selectors face before the return
Origin match on June 14,

' Coleman was particularly quiet,
and although Blake showed fashes
of brilliance, there was little to sug-
fcst that he would trouble Queens-
and if he was given a blue jersey.

BRONCOS 24 (P Jackson 2, T Currie, B

Ls Man, S Renouf tries, G French 2 goals)
d SOUTHS 4 (P Blake try).



Fiery Reds
test steel
of Broncos

. ra'scourage.

WALLV LEWIS ++ enjoys the
poils.

1989 PANASONIC CUP
FINAL

Wednesday June 7 (Parramatta Stadium)

BRISBANE BRONCOS 22 v ILLAWARRA 20

From PAUL MALONE

SYDNEY.— The Broncos de-
fied a fiercely-committed 1l-
lawarra and an entire state to
win a dramatic Panasonic Cup
final at Parramatta Stadium last
night,

Playing with the en-

thusiasm fuelled by a iacal

crowd of 16,968, llhwarrl showed
cnormous heart to turn a loomin,
16-0 Broncos cakewalk after 2
minutes into one of the great finals
of the 16-year-old competition.

The 22-20 result gave Brisbane

i the least popular Cup win, with
| skipper \3°|’u g

y Lewis booed and
catcalled as he was heaved shoulder-
high by Tony Curric and Greg
Dowling.

Lewis® victor speech was
drowned out in an ill-mannered dis-
play of rnrochlll support but the
crowd's lack of courtesy should not
be allowed to detract from Illawar-

! Led by man of the match Andy
. Gregory, Illawarra fought back to
" turn for the last quarter-down 14-16.

In I'ranhc wenu late in the fml

LeW|s rates crowd

‘worst of career’

SYDNEY.— Wally Lewis rated
the m;glm; Parramatta Stadium
crowd the worst he had encountered
in his turbulent carcer.

The Broncos camp was angry at
the refusal of the crowd to acknowl-
edge the club's first title,

“Full credit to llawarra's come-
back but our blokes deserved a lot of
credit,” Lewis said. “We had a fair
bit against us."

Broncos chairman Barry
Maranta said: “If we behaved like
that at Lang Park, we would be
roundly criticised. If we ever do, we
mll | out of the game.

ere were two teams out there
and the better team won. But our
win was not msed

Coach Wayni nett said it was

saycholomully important for the By

roncos 1o win the title and prove
themsclves in a final.

“We're content but we're not
worried about the grand final now
—_ onlf our next match,” Bennett

fwe don't get the recognition
due 10 us because the attention is on
Illawarra, 100 bad. The
made the decision in Townsville that
they wanted to win this thing and
g0ood luck 1o them.”

Bennett said the loss of a 16-
lead in the second quarter ha no(
been due to relaxation. “It was a few
m?dmdnal mistakes by players,” he

sa

Lock Terry Matterson won the
$20,000 worth of electrical goods as
the series’ best player.

players steel”.

1984 Cup win, the Steelers came up
short despite tugging at the fraying
composure of the Broncos.
Brisbane looked safe at 22-14
when Gene Miles crashed over from
a Peter Jackson burst with seven
minutes left, but lllawarra's deter-
mination sent the match into a fran-
tic last few minutes with a try by

fullback Steve Hampson.
But Brisbane, battling their own
fallibilities as well as the Steclers,

held on to take their descrved
$87,500 share of the ue.

Steelers fans cloaked the stadium
in scarlet to support the 5-2 under-
dogs, but lllawarra’s kicking game
must have been caught in traffic
along with many of the 40-bus con-
vo{ rom Wollongong.

llawarra \vere over-anxious in
their first final and two
?mck penaltics which gave Brisbane

ield position for their first try after
only two minutes.

risbanc attacked with the wide-
running Miles, and his
was rclayed through Currie to
vnucr Joe Kilroy for a 4-0 lead.

By the 10th minute, the rattled
Steelers were twice caught in pos-
session on the sixth tackle and the

roncos the opportu-
nit; f,:n a 10-0 break.

pna&m Backo, in a re-
turn to his 1988 best, battered down
three defenders from Sm for a 16-0
lead three minutes into the second
quarter it seemed like a bleak trip
home was in store for the “men of

But Illawarra’s two tries in six
mmute;eldcu ty and brought
onged superiority a
the crowd, successfully mmlsng
penalties out of referee Graham
A ersy preat tasited
regory ly mﬂ: some
order i mb.gelr Steclers m ?(ul
cannoned il
cnesn{re Brett Rodwell fo‘:){he
Steclers’ gh try.
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the results of the |

BRISBANEmSn-MoMWlwlhemmduyhmm‘szz-nhnunk-(h
win over the [llawarra Steclers at Parramatta Stadium.

ILLAWARRA'S
Morrissey collars Allan Langer.




1989 PANASONIC CUP
FINAL

Wednesday June 7 (Parramatta Stadium)

BRISBANE BRONCOS 22 v ILLAWARRA 20

T TR

To the victors goes the spoils!
Wally Lewis celebrates winning the 1989 Panasonic Cup
with the Brishane Broncos.
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