WAS JESUS CHRIST THE JEWISH MESSIAH OR NOT?

Jewish writer Eli Chiprout began an article he wrote about the coming Messiah with the
following comments:

“Most Christians assume that Jesus of Nazareth is God's promised Messiah. Most Jewish
people assume that he is not. Few people today give the subject much thought. They simply
accept what they have been taught from youth.

“I was brought up in Judaism. Since childhood | was told that Jesus of the New Testament is
not from God. | was taught that God inspired the Hebrew Scriptures (what Christians call the
Old Testament but what the Jewish people know as the Law, the Prophets and the Writings)
and that no other scriptures are inspired. | accepted without question my teachings.

“Then the challenge came ... This was a difficult challenge. | would be delving into questions
foreign to my way of thinking. | faced up to the challenge — and found the answers to my
guestions” (“The Coming Messiah in Prophecy”, Plain Truth, May 1984, p.15).

Rather than make assumptions, let's explore what the Hebrew or Old Testament scriptures
have to say about the Christian claim that Jesus Christ is the Jewish Messiah.

God — One God or One Family?

The Christian claim is that, not only is Jesus Christ the Messiah but that Jesus is the Son of
God and a part of a Godhead that has more than one member. It’s this accompanying teaching
that is a major part of why Jews reject Jesus as the Jewish Messiah. So let’s address that first.
Is there anything in the Hebrew scriptures that supports this idea of more than one being in
the Godhead?

The major plank in the Jewish belief that there is only member in the Godhead is the verse
that is referred to as the Shema, Deuteronomy 6:4, which reads: “'Hear, O Israel: The LORD
our God, the LORD is one!”

The word translated one in this verse is the Hebrew word “ehad”. The Expositor's Bible
commentary has this to say about this verse: "To the Jews verse 4 is not only an assertion of
monotheism, it is also an assertion of the numerical oneness of God ... This kind of oneness,
however, runs contrary to the use of 'ehad’ in the sense of a unity made up of several parts. In
Exodus 26:6, 11, the fifty gold clasps are used to hold the curtains together so that the tent would
be a unit (ehad)".

In Zechariah 2:8-9 we read the following: “'For thus says the LORD of hosts: 'He sent Me after
glory, to the nations which plunder you; for he who touches you touches the apple of His eye.
For surely | will shake My hand against them, and they shall become spoil for their servants.

Then you will know that the LORD of hosts has sent Me.™.

Notice who is speaking - the LORD (Hebrew: YHVH) of hosts. The Lord of Hosts says: “He sent
me (the LORD of hosts) after glory...” and at the end of this statement the LORD of hosts says:
“Then you will know that the LORD of hosts has sent Me.” The “Me” here is the LORD of hosts.”

So here we see two beings known as the LORD (YVHW) of hosts. We have one LORD (YVHW)
of hosts who sends the other being, who is speaking and who is also called the “LORD (YVHW)
of hosts”.

We get glimpses of a plurality within a united Godhead from the very beginning in the book of
Genesis. The Hebrew word for God in the first chapter is Elohim. It's very form is plural with the
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-im at its end which is the equivalent of putting an -s at the end of an English word. The
etymological meaning of Elohim is “mighty ones”. We have to bear in mind that both God and
the angels both fit this meaning. After creating all the animals who then reproduce after their own
kind we then come to Genesis 1:26-27:

"Let US make man in OUR image, according to OUR likeness; let them have dominion over the
fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth. So God created man in His own image; in the image of
God He created him; male and female He created them."

Is God talking here with the angels or with another member within the Godhead when He says
“Let US created man in OUR image”? Is man created in the image of God or the angels or both?
While we see some angels manifested like men in some cases (Ezekiel 40:3), we also have
descriptions of angels with different animal like forms (Ezekiel 1:4-14, 10:14, Isaiah 6:1-3). Given
that so many angels were created with animal like forms, it is far more likely that God is speaking
with someone also within the Godhead who bears the same likeness, rather than the angels.

Some refer to Genesis 1:26 as the specific purpose statement of the entire Bible because of the
implication from God’s action of creating a being in His own image and likeness that He intends
to reproduce Himself.

Proverbs 30:4 also says: “Who has ascended into heaven, or descended? Who has gathered
the wind in His fists? Who has bound the waters in a garment? Who has established all the ends
of the earth? What is His name, and what is His Son's name, If you know?”

Isn’t this starting to sound a lot like the christian concept of a Father who sends His Son, both of
whom are called the LORD (YVHW) of hosts?

When challenged on his authority and identity by the Pharisees Jesus asked them to explain
Psalm 110:1. We read in Matthew 22:42-46:

"What do you think about the Christ? Whose Son is He?' They said to Him, "The Son of David.'

“He said to them, 'How then does David in the Spirit call Him LORD, saying: “the LORD said to
my lord, sit at my right hand, till | make your enemies your footstool’? If David then calls Him
LORD how is He his Son?’

“And no one was able to answer Him a word, nor from that day on did anyone dare question
Him anymore.”

Jesus shows that the Messiah is David’s Lord and superior. If he had an existence at the time
of David, Jesus asked the Pharisees how could he also be descended from David?

The only way of answering the question is by the admission that the Messiah is an immortal
being as well as later becoming human; that he had an existence at the time of David, and was
his Lord and master, and that he would also, at some later point, become a man that was
descended from David.

Did Jesus Fullfill the Prophecies of a Coming Messiah?

Many christian scholars claim that Jesus fulfilled over 300 Messianic prophecies? Is this true or
not? We can certainly say that Jesus has not fulfilled the Messianic prophecies as the great King
who will set up a world ruling government. At least, not yet.

Christian scholars claim the Messiah comes twice — the first time as a suffering servant to pay
for our sins and the second time as a world ruling King. Most Jews only believe in the Messiah
coming once as a world ruling King who restores Israel to greatness.
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Having been through the prophecies that are claimed to be a part of the 300 plus prophecies
that Jesus fulfilled | came away with the perception that the number feels like an exaggeration.
The reason | say that is because most of them are quite general in nature and quite a number
of them are rather vague. Even in hindsight, you wouldn’t think that they are prophecies that
Jesus fulfilled other than the fact that a New Testament writer points them out as such.

A fair number of them are also treated as dual prophecies. Jewish critics would point to those
and say some other biblical figure like David in the Psalms fulfilled them while Christian scholars
would say that Jesus also fulfilled them. That said, within that larger group of prophecies there
is a small subset of clearer, more specific prophecies that the New Testament writers give
evidence for that Jesus did fulfill. The testimony of Jesus fulfilling these prophecies is contained
within the New Testament that Jews generally do not recognise as part of God’s word.

If one does question the veracity of the New Testament then consider these points. The Torah
tells us by the testimony of 2 or 3 witnesses is a matter to be established (Deuteronomy 19:15).
There are not just 2 witnesses but 4 withesses who documented the life of Jesus Christ from
different perspectives in their respective gospel accounts.

Of the 12 apostles that Jesus chose to witness to the world 11 out of 12 died as martyrs believing
Jesus Christ rose from the dead and was the Messiah. Why would so many sane men die for
something that was not the truth? The Apostle Paul, who wrote a considerable amount of the
New Testament and was originally a persecutor of christians, also died as a martyr for preaching
that Jesus Christ was the Messiah.

If one is skeptical of the christian claims about the Messiah but considers themself as a fair,
open minded person then consider the following prophecies below with references of the original
prophecy and the fulfillment by Jesus Christ in the New Testament:

e The Messiah would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2; Luke 2:1-7).

e The Messiah would be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18-25).

e The Messiah would be a descendant of the House of David (Isaiah 9:6-7; Luke 2:4-7).

¢ The Messiah would be pierced through the hands and feet (Zechariah 12:10 & Psalm 22:16;
Matthew 27:29-31 & John 19:34-37).

e The Messiah (the Holy One) would not see corruption (Psalm 16:10; Matthew 28:6-10).

e The Messiah would have a ministry in the Galilee region in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali
(Isaiah 9:1-2). Jesus grew up in Nazareth (Zebulun) and preached primarily in Naphtali, the
area around the Sea of Galilee (Matthew 4:12-16).

e The Messiah would enter Jerusalem on a donkey (Zechariah 9:9; Matthew 21:1-11).

e The Messiah would be proclaimed by a messenger ahead of him who Jesus said was John
the Baptist (Malachi 3:1; Matthew 11:6-10).

e The Messiah would visit the Temple (Malachi 3:1; John 18:20) which no longer exists.

e The Messiah would be the rejected cornerstone (Psalm 118:21-23; Acts 4:8-11).



Signs Prior to the Temple’s Destruction

Further proof of Jesus’ claim to be the Jewish Messiah can be found through miraculous signs
recorded in the Jerusalem Talmud which add to the other signs that the New Testament
mentions occurred when Jesus Christ was crucified and resurrected (Matthew 27:51-53).

The Jewish writers record several miraculous signs that started 40 years before the Temple
was destroyed and continued every year until Jerusalem fell.

Yehuda V. Frank on the All Israel News website discusses these signs that occurred prior to
the destruction of the Temple:

“Jewish leaders who survived the Roman legion's destruction believed it was crucial to record
for posterity that in the forty years preceding the Temple's destruction, God never accepted
the Yom Kippur sacrifice...

“According to the Babylonian Talmud: ‘Our Rabbis taught: During the last forty years before
the destruction of the Temple, the lot ['for the Lord'] did not come up in the right hand; nor did
the crimson-colored strap become white; nor did the western most light shine; and the doors
of the Hekal (Temple) would open by themselves’ (The Soncino Talmud, tractate 'Yoma,' 39b).

“According to the Jerusalem Talmud: ‘Forty years before the destruction of the Temple, the
western light went out, the crimson thread remained crimson, and the lot for the Lord always
came up in the left hand. They would close the gates of the Temple by night and get up in the
morning and find them wide open’ (The Yerushalmi, translated by Jacob Neusner, p. 156f).

“Both citations describe four extraordinary signs that clergy and the general population
interpreted as divine indicators that God was no longer accepting the High Priest’s atonement
sacrifice.

“The first sign was related to the casting of lots by the High Priest to determine which of two
goats would be sacrificed to God on Yom Kippur, a practice described in the Bible in Leviticus
16:7-10. In this ritual, the lot sometimes fell into the right hand of the High Priest and
sometimes into the left. Over the centuries, when it landed in the right hand, it was considered
a favorable sign by the Israelites. However, in the 40 years leading up to the Temple's
destruction, the lot consistently ended up in the left hand, an event of exceptionally rare odds.

“The second sign involved a crimson-colored strap of wool used during the sacrificial
ceremony. This wool would miraculously turn white before the eyes of the attendees,
symbolizing God's forgiveness of Israel's sins, as described in Isaiah 1:18: "Though your sins
are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow."

“During the priesthood of Shimon HaTzaddik (Simon the Righteous), the Talmud tells, this
miracle occurred annually. After his death, it happened sporadically, but during the last 40
years before the Temple's destruction, the crimson-colored wool never turned white, signaling
a troubling development.

“The third sign pertained to the westernmost light among the seven lamps of the menorah, or
candelabrum, in the Temple. All the lamps were filled with oil and lit each evening, but by
morning, only one lamp would remain burning; the westernmost one. This was seen as a sign
of God's presence and favor. The Talmud records that this miracle persisted for many years,
except when King Ahaz altered the menorah's design, rendering it unsuitable for this miracle.
After Ahaz's death, the miracle resumed until forty years before the Temple's destruction,
when it ceased.



“The fourth sign involved the doors of the Temple opening by themselves — an unusual and
unsettling  occurrence”  (https://allisrael.com/forgiveness-yom-kippur-and-the-messiah-s-
atoning-sacrifice).

From what | understand, those large tall doors needed about 20 men to open them so it would
have been quite spooky seeing them opening by themselves.

The number 40 is the well known biblical number for judgment and trial. The timing of these
signs is important because they “coincidentally” begin very close to when Jesus Christ was
crucified and continued for exactly 40 years until the Temple was destroyed in 70 AD.

In fact, Josephus states that the Roman seige of Jerusalem began on Nisan 14 (War of the
Jews, 5:13:7), the same day that the Passover lambs were killed and when the New
Testament (John 18:28, 19:14, 31) tells us that Jesus Christ was crucified as our Passover
lamb (1 Corinthians 5:7) to pass over our sins.

The Servant of the Lord —Israel, the Messiah or Both?

In the latter part of the book of Isaiah the prophet makes reference to someone referred to as
the Servant of the Lord or My Servant. This Servant is first introduced to us in Isaiah 41 and then
mentioned a humber of times through to Isaiah 53.

The Jewish interpretation of this servant of the Lord, especially in the climaxing chapter, Isaiah
53, is that this is describing the nation of Israel and not the Messiah. Does this interpretation hold
up under closer scrutiny?

In Isaiah 41:8-9 we read: “But you, Israel, are My servant, Jacob whom | have chosen, the
descendants of Abraham My friend. You whom | have taken from the ends of the earth, and
called from its farthest regions, and said to you, 'You are My servant, | have chosen you and
have not cast you away".

Here God calls the people of Israel collectively his "servant". That is clear. Yet later God talks
about a servant in totally different terms. Are we to assume that this also refers to Israel?

In Isaiah 42:1-4 we read: "Behold! My Servant whom | uphold, My Elect One in whom My soul
delights! | have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles. He will not cry
out, nor raise His voice, Nor cause His voice to be heard in the street. A bruised reed He will not
break, And smoking flax He will not quench; He will bring forth justice for truth. He will not fail
nor be discouraged, till He has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands shall wait for
His law."

The Servant here appears to be the Messiah in this passage being the one who will not fail and
will establish justice in the earth.

In Isaiah 49:3 we read: "And He said to me, "You are My servant, O Israel, In whom | will be
glorified.’...”

Then in verses 5 to 7 we read: "And now the LORD says, Who formed Me from the womb to be
His Servant, to bring Jacob back to Him, so that Israel is gathered to Him (For | shall be glorious
in the eyes of the LORD, and My God shall be My strength), Indeed He says, ‘It is too small a
thing that You should be My Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved
ones of Israel; | will also give You as a light to the Gentiles, that You should be My salvation to
the ends of the earth." "

“Thus says the LORD, The Redeemer of Israel, their Holy One, to Him whom man despises, To
Him whom the nation abhors, to the Servant of rulers: "Kings shall see and arise, Princes also
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shall worship, because of the LORD who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel; and He has chosen
You."

This servant cannot be Israel. He is one who restores Israel. We see here two events are
mentioned. One is when the servant, the Messiah, is abhorred, and the second when he is
honored.

But why is he first rejected? Isaiah quotes the servant as speaking again in Isaiah 50:

"The Lord God has opened my ear, and | was not rebellious, neither turned away backward"
(verses 4-5).

This servant cannot be Israel, because God calls the people "rebellious*.

"I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair; I hid not my
face from shame and spitting" (Isaiah 50:6).

Why would God's servant the Messiah allow this? For what reason is he beaten? Isaiah 52:13-
15 goes on to say:

"Behold, My Servant shall deal prudently; He shall be exalted and extolled and be very high. Just
as many were astonished at you, so His visage was marred more than any man, And His form
more than the sons of men; so shall He sprinkle many nations. Kings shall shut their mouths at
Him; for what had not been told them they shall see, and what they had not heard they shall
consider."

Eli Chiprout on this passage writes the following:

“He would be tragically disfigured. But how can this be? And most of all — why? The idea that
the Messiah was to suffer before being glorified used to be recognized in Judaism. Several
passages in the older Jewish writings including the Talmud speak of the Messiah suffering. With
this background, | came to study Isaiah 53 again...

“The most common interpretation among the Jewish people is that this a reference to Israel. In
my study | looked further into the Hebrew Scriptures to find which possible explanation is meant.

“Isaiah says: ..."For he was cut off out of the land of the living, for the transgression of my people
to whom the stroke was due” (Isaiah 53:8). "My people" in the Hebrew Scriptures refers to Israel.
The "servant" therefore cannot refer to Israel.

“This servant actually bears the pains and sins of others. He is killed even though he is righteous
(Isaiah 53:9). This cannot be Israel “ (The Coming Messiah in Prophecy, The Plain Truth, May
1984, p.17).

In Isaiah 53:6, it says "like sheep we have all gone astray and the LORD has laid of Him the
iniquity of us all.”

Isaiah 53:8 says that he was to die — He would be “cut off from the land of the living” and the
reason given why He would die is “for the transgression of MY people He was stricken”, that is,
for the transgressions of God’s people Israel He was stricken.

This suffering servant would die to pay for mankind’s sins. If the sacrifice of animals via the
sacrificial system was sufficient as payment for our sins then this righteous servant of the LORD
would not have needed to die. His prophesied death showed that something greater was needed
to take away our sins. So why was this Servant’s death needed to pay for mankind’s sins?



Isaiah 53:11-12 highlights that this righteous servant would give his life and die and bear the sins
of others in the process. “He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge
My righteous Servant shall justify many, For He shall bear their iniquities. Therefore | will divide
Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong, because He poured
out His soul unto death, and He was numbered with the transgressors, and He bore the sin of
many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”

This again could not be the nation of Israel as Israel was much more rebellious than righteous
and the nation did not give its life to pay for the sins of the Gentile nations. Jesus Christ did alll
of these things. He lived a righteous life (Hebrews 4:15) and gave up His life willingly for us
(Matthew 20:28, 26:50-54).

When on the cross He cried out “My God My God why have you forsaken me” (Matthew 27:46).
What He was doing by guoting the start of the well known Psalm 22, was what the Jews call a
remez, meaning a hint. By saying the first part of the Psalm He was encouraging His listeners
to recall the rest of the Psalm and how it was being fulfilled before their very eyes.

Psalm 22:16 says "they pierced my hands and feet". This was part of His crucifixion, a particular
type of death that wasn’t invented for hundreds of years after David wrote this psalm.

Eli Chiprout discusses the Messiah further with the following comments:

"He is so great that his life pays for the sins of the nations. He is greater than David. He will take
David's throne...God said that David's throne - actually the Lord's throne - would last forever. Yet
the Messiah will claim the throne that belongs to the Lord! How can the Messiah claim that throne
and all the wonderful titles unless he is God?

"This can only mean that the great King, the Messiah - like the Creator of all - is also God! No
wonder, then, that he can pay for the sins of the nations! His life is worth more than all lives
combined. He was a joint participant in the creation.

"Is it surprising that he is called such wonderful titles as God "the Mighty"? Or that he is referred
to as "The Lord is our righteousness" in Jeremiah 23:6? | came to realize that the Hebrew
Scriptures described a Messiah in eye-opening ways." (The Coming Messiah in Prophecy, The
Plain Truth, May 1984, p.17).

Jesus Christ was born, grew up just like we do, faced every general type of temptation that we
endure in our lives, lived a sinless life and then voluntarily, knowing He could back out at any
time, allowed Himself to be tortured and brutally murdered and suffer the penalty of sin that we
have earned through our actions. Our Lord and our God really is an awesome and loving God
to do all of that for us.

Jesus Christ knows the pulls of the flesh that push us in the direction of sin and can empathize
with the struggles that we have with sin. He is the Son of God (Mark 1:1). He is our Creator
(Ephesians 3:9), our High Priest (Hebrews 4:14-16), our Saviour (John 4:42), our friend (John
15:14) and our elder brother (Hebrews 2:11) and He is truly our great Messiah.



