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JACOB 
 

 
Ancestry: From line going from Abraham and Isaac back to Shem and his father Noah.  
 
When He Lived: 1790 to 1643 BC (Died at age 147) 
 
Lived in Mesopotamia (Haran): 1713 to 1693 BC (Total of 20 years from age 77 to 97) 
 
Moved to Egypt: 1660 BC (At age 130) 
 
Residence: Caanan, Haran (Mesopotamia), Goshen (Egypt) 
 
Parents: Isaac and Rebekah 
 
Brothers: Esau (paternal twin) 

 
Marital Status: 2 wives (Leah and Rachel) and 2 concubines (Bilhah and Zilpah) 
 
Children: 12 sons (Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, 
Zebulun, Joseph, Benjamin) and 1 daughter (Leah) 

 
 

TIMELINE OF EVENTS 

 

Genesis 25 Rebekah is healed by God of her barrenness and gives birth to Esau and Jacob. Esau 
is so called because he is hairy and Jacob (Heel catcher) because he grabbed onto 
Esau’s heel as they were being born. Esau becomes a good hunter and Jacob is a 
mild man living in tents. 

Abraham dies when Jacob and Esau are 15 years old. 

Jacob buys Esau’s future birthright inheritance from him for a pot of red stew when 
Esau comes back hungry putting little value on the double portion of his future 
inheritance. 

Genesis 26 Isaac, during a time of famine, takes the family clan to live in Gerar with Abimelech 
and the Philistines who gradually force him away. God greatly blesses Isaac’s harvest 
and business and well digging including another well in Beersheba.  

Jacob’s brother Esau takes two Hittite women as wives which greatly displeased Isaac 
and Rebekah. 

Genesis 27 Isaac attempts to give his blessing to Esau but at Rebekah’s urging Jacob tricks his 
father to give him the blessing of being the next patriarch after Isaac dies. Isaac is 
shocked and Esau is furious when he finds out. Rebekah persuades Isaac to send 
Jacob away to find him a wife. Jacob is 77 at this time and still single. 

Genesis 28 Isaac sends Jacob to the house of his grandfather Bethuel, to Padam Aram to find a 
wife. Jacob journeys from Beersheba to Bethel where he has a dream of a stairway to 
heaven where God promises to protect and bless him. After setting up a pillar he 
promised to devote himself to God if God would bring him back safely.  

Esau takes a 3rd wife (Mahalath), a daughter of his uncle Ishmael. 

Genesis 29 When he arrives he meets his cousin Rachel and his uncle Laban (Bethuel appears to 
have died by the time he arrives). Jacob desires to marry Rachel and agrees with 
Laban to work 7 years as a dowry for her. After serving those 7 years the wedding 
takes place. He later finds out that Laban has tricked him and he has wed Rachel’s 
older sister. Laban says in their land the firstborn must be married off first so they 
agree Jacob will work another 7 years for Rachel who he marries the week after Leah.   

Leah bears Jacob their first 4 sons – Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah.  

Genesis 30 Rachel is barren and Leah stops bearing so they each give Jacob their hand maids as 
surrogate concubines to give Rachel and Leah more children. Rachel’s handmaid, 
Bilhah, bears Dan and Naphtali. Leah’s handmaid, Zilpah, bears Gad and Asher.   
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Leah bears two more sons, Issachar and Zebulun and a daughter Dinah. God heals 
Rachel of being barren and she has a son, Joseph.  

After Joseph is born Jacob’s 14 years of service for his wives are complete and he 
formally asks permission to leave the clan to go back to Canaan. Laban persuades 
him to stay on longer allowing him to have and breed all the speckled and spotted and 
brown sheep which breed very well when Jacob add the white of almond and chestnut 
rods to the water of the flocks.   

Genesis 31 Jacob notices a change in Laban towards him likely a result of the transfer of Laban’s 
heir from Jacob (who was probably adopted to Laban as a son) towards Laban’s new 
sons. God tells him to leave Laban for Canaan. Jacob and his wives flee without 
telling Laban who pusued them for 7 days catching up with them at Gilead (east of the 
Jordan).  

After Laban is warned by God in a dream to take care what he says to Jacob he 
makes a covenant with Jacob.   

Genesis 32 Jacob meets angels at Mahanaim. 

After finding out Esau is coming to him with 400 men he sends presents ahead to 
Esau in hope of appeasing him. 

During the night at Penuel he is set upon by a person who wrestles him all night. He 
puts Jacob’s hip out of joint but Jacob refuses to let go until he is blessed by him who 
he realises is a God being. God gives Jacob a new name, Israel, meaning one who 
has overcome with God (or prince) and blesses him.    

Genesis 33 We find out when Jacob returns to Canaan that Esau is a patriarch living in Mount 
Seir. Isaac tried to make good of a bad situation sending him away to not have to be 
under his brother’s authority. After Jacob fears Esau is still angry over what happened 
20 years earlier he finds that Esau is glad to see him and the two brothers are 
peacefully reunited. 

Jacob goes to Shechem and buys a plot of land where he builds an altar to God. 

Genesis 34 The son of Shechem’s prince, Hamor, has premarital sex with Jacob’s daughter 
Dinah. Hamor seeks to make restitution and have his son and Dinah marry. Jacob’s 
sons said they could not consent to marriage unless they were circumcised. After they 
agree and are circumcised, Simeon and Levi kill Hamor and his son and many males 
which horrifies Jacob.  

Genesis 35 God says to Jacob to go to Bethel. Before he does he has all in his clan put away their 
foreign idols they had from their days with Laban. Jacob returns to Bethel to offer 
sacrifice at an altar he builds there. God appears to Jacob and says that a nations and 
a company of nations would come from him.  

On their journey to Hebron where Isaac is living Rachel dies as she is bearing another 
son, Benjamin. Rachel is buried at Bethlehem.  

A little further on at Eder Reuben has sex with Jacob’s concubine Bilhah. 

Jacob meets his father at Hebron (Mamre). Some time after Isaac dies at 180 years 
old and is buried at Hebron by Jacob and Esau.    

Genesis 37 Jacob (Israel) loved Joseph more than his brothers and made him a tunic of many 
colours. Joseph has a vision of his parents and brothers sheaves bowing to his. These 
things cause great envy on the part of the other brothers who think to kill him but sell 
him as a slave to traders heading to Egypt. They fabricate a story to their father that a 
wild animal killed him. Jacob mourns terribly.  

Genesis 42  After Joseph’s trials and eventual rise to vizier over Egypt there is a great famine and 
Jacob sends his sons minus Benjamin to Egypt to buy grain. Joseph recognises his 
brothers but they don’t recognise him. Joseph sets them up making them out to be 
spies. He holds Simeon hostage until they bring him Benjamin. 

Genesis 43-45 The brothers return with Benjamin. Joseph continues to mess with the minds of his 
brothers who sold him into captivity. Joseph then reveals himself to his brothers. They 
return to Jacob with the good news that Joseph is still alive. 

Genesis 46-47 Jacob moves to Egypt and settles in Goshen at age 130. 

Genesis 48  Jacob (Israel) blesses Joseph’s two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, and passes on the 
birthright. He says that Manasseh will become a great nation and Ephraim a company 
of nations.   

Genesis 49 Jacob (Israel) gives a series of end time prophecies about the descendants of each of 
his 12 sons. 

Genesis 49-50 Jacob dies at 147 and is buried in the cave of Machpelah in Hebron where Leah, 
Isaac and Rebekah and Abraham and Sarah were buried. 
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LESSONS FROM JACOB’S LIFE 

 

1) Don’t resort to carnal ways to get what you want in life or think God wants for you. 
2) Be an efficient hard worker like Jacob. 
3) Tenaciously hold onto and depend on God like Jacob did. 
4) Purge out worldly influences the way Jacob had his clan put away their foreign 

idols. 
5) Don’t play family favourites   

 

PATRIARCHAL FAMILY TREE 

 

 

KEY PLACES IN JACOB’S STORY 
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