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JOSEPH 
 

 
Ancestry: From line going from Abraham, Isaac and Jacob going back to Shem and his 
father Noah.  
 
Born: 1699 (His name means “May God Add”) 
 
Died 1589 BC (Died at age 110) 
 
Lived in Mesopotamia (Haran): 1699 to 1693 BC (6 years from birth to age 6) 
 
Lived in Canaan: 1693 to 1682 BC (11 years from ages 6 to 17 when sold into slavery) 

 
Lived in Egypt: 1682 to 1589 BC (93 years from ages 17 to 110) 
 
Parents: Jacob and Rachel (Younger of Jacob’s 2 wives) 
 
Brothers: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, 
Joseph, Benjamin (His only brother with the same mother who was born when he was 
around 15 years old). 
 
Sisters: Dinah (Half sister around the same age who’s mother was Leah) 

 
Wife: Asenath (Daughter of Egyptian priest Poti-Pherah from On [Heliopolis]) 
 
Children: 2 sons (Manasseh meaning “Forget” and Ephraim meaning “Doubly Fruitful”) 

 
 
 

TIMELINE OF EVENTS 

 

Genesis 30 God heals Rachel of being barren and she has a son, Joseph. Joseph is born when 
Jacob’s 14 years of service for his wives are complete. Jacob then works another 6 
years for a share of Laban’s flocks before moving back to Canaan (Genesis 31).  

Genesis 35  Jacob’s mother dies when he is about 14 or 15 giving birth to his brother Benjamin. 

Genesis 37 Jacob (Israel) loved Joseph more than his brothers and made him a tunic of many 
colours (or a long sleeved tunic).  

Joseph has a vision of his parents and brothers sheaves bowing to his. These things 
cause great envy on the part of the other brothers who think to kill him but sell him as 
a slave to traders heading to Egypt. They fabricate a story to their father that a wild 
animal killed him. Jacob mourns terribly. He is bought by Potiphar, an office of 
Pharoah and captain of the guard. (The story of Judah and his family is told in 
Genesis 38). 

Genesis 39 Joseph works well and prospers on Potiphar’s estate and is promoted to head of his 
household.   

Potiphar’s wife hits on Joseph sexually but he resists and flees leaving a garment 
behind. She falsely accuses him of rape and Joseph is put into prison. He again 
faithfully carried out his duties in prison to where he is put over managing the other 
prisoners.  

Genesis 40 Joseph with God’s inspiration interprets visions of two recent prisoners, the pharaoh’s 
butler and baker. The butler is restored to his position while the baker was hung. 

Genesis 41 Pharaoh has two dreams (7 fat then 7 thin cows & 7 fat stalks and 7 thin stalks) that 
no one could interpret. The butler remembers and tells pharaoh how Joseph 2 years 
earlier had interpreted his dream and pharaoh then summons Joseph. Joseph tells 
him the dreams mean the same thing – 7 years of plenty followed by 7 years of famine 
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and suggests a plan of collecting a fifth of the produce in the years of plenty to help 
get them through the 7 years of famine.  

The pharaoh is so impressed with Joseph and his plan that he elevates him to next in 
authority under him over Egypt (a position in Egypt called a vizier). 

Genesis 42  After Joseph’s trials and eventual rise to vizier over Egypt there is a great famine and 
Jacob sends his sons minus Benjamin to Egypt to buy grain. Joseph recognises his 
brothers but they don’t recognise him. Joseph sets them up making them out to be 
spies. He holds Simeon hostage until they bring him Benjamin. 

Genesis 43-45 The brothers return with Benjamin. Joseph continues to mess with the minds of his 
brothers who sold him into captivity. Joseph then reveals himself to his brothers. They 
return to Jacob with the good news that Joseph is still alive. 

Genesis 46-47 Jacob and the whole family move to Egypt and settle in Goshen during the second 
year of the famine. 

Genesis 48  Jacob (Israel) blesses Joseph’s two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, and passes on the 
birthright. He says that Manasseh will become a great nation and Ephraim a company 
of nations.   

Genesis 49 Jacob (Israel) gives a series of end time prophecies about the descendants of each of 
his 12 sons including the promises of national blessings to Joseph’s descendants.  

Genesis 50 Joseph dies at 110 and asks that his bones be taken to the Promised Land when 
Israel is brought out of Egypt by God. 

 

 

LESSONS FROM JOSEPH’S LIFE 

1) Be aware of when others have an issue with you and do your part to reconcile 
with them. 

2) Have a strong, positive work ethic even in the worst of working situations like 
Joseph. 

3) Flee sexual immorality like Joseph did when tempted by Potiphar's wife. 

4) Give the credit to God for the opportunities, knowledge and help that He gives 
you to succeed in life like Joseph did. 

5) Have a contingency plan to help you deal with future problems and 
emergencies.  

6) Maintain your trust in God through the dark times and He will be faithful and 
exalt you in the long run. 

7) Have a forgiving attitude like Joseph had with his brothers who sold him into 
slavery. 
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JACOB’S FAMILY TREE 
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