HISTORICAL EVIDENCE FOR THE EXODUS

THE TWO DATES FOR THE EXODUS

Both Fall During the LATE BRONZE AGE
According To Conventional Egyptology
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THE LATE BRONZE AGE = THE TIME OF EGYPT’S 18™ AND 19™ DYNASTIES

PROBLEMS WITH AN 18TH OR 19TH DYNASTY EXODUS

18TH DYNASTY 19TH DYNASTY
EGYPT ~  NOgreat catastrophe. - NO great catastrophe.
- Great prosperity and expansion instead. - Great prosperity and expansion instead.
- Berlin Pedestal dated to mid 18th Dynasty * Merneptah Stela (dated to Rameses II’s
states pharaoh conquered Canaan, Ashkelon successor) states “Israel is defeated, his seed
and Israel. is no more.”

-  We have mummies of all 18th Dynasty °* We have mummies of all 19th Dynasty pharaohs
pharaohs despite pharaoh drowing in Red despite pharaoh drowing in Red Sea (Psalm
Sea (Psalm 136:13-15, Exodus 14:28). 136:13-15, Exodus 14:28).

Thutmoses Il Amenhotep Il Rameses the Great



CITY

JERICHO
(Josh. 6:20-24)

Al
(Josh. 8:19-21)
BETHEL
(Jud. 1:22-26)
GIBEON
(Josh, 9)
LACHISH
(Josh. 10:31-32)
EGLON
(Josh. 10:34-35)
HEBRON
(Josh. 10:36-37)
DEBIR
(Josh. 10:38-39)
ARAD
(Josh. 12:14)
HORMAH
(Jud. 1:17)
HAZOR
(Josh. 11:10-11)

DAN
(Jud. 18:27-28)

JOSHUA’S CONQUEST -
LATE BRONZE AGE OR EARLIER?

LATE BRONZE FINDS

No remains dated to late 13th century BC.

No city at Et-Tell in LBA.

[Alternate sites do have LBA occupation] ./

LBA city destroyed by burning, but pottery suggests date earlier in
13th century than usual Conquest date.

Very scanty LBA remains; insufficient evidence for a city.

LBA city destroyed by burning, but excavators date destruction to
12th century.

Very scanty LBA remains; insufficient evidence for a city.

No LBA remains.

LBA city destroyed by burning in latter half of 13th century BC.

No LBA remains.

Very scanty LBA remains; insufficient evidence for a city.

LBA city destroyed by burning, but no further Canaanite occupation;

thus Jud. 4:2ff. remains an enigma.

No trace of burning at end of LBA and start of Iron Age.
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MIDDLE BRONZE FINDS

MBA city destroyed by buming, as in OT;
Earthquake also evidenced.

No city at Et-Tell in MBA

[Alternate sites do have MBA occupation]. +/

MBA city at Beitin destroyed by buming.

After end of MBA city, site deserted for a time.

MBA city destroyed by buming. 15 century BC, not 13th.
Probably Tell en-Nejileh; Destroyed at end of MBA

After end of MBA city, site deserted for a time.

Tell Beit Mirsim - MBA city destroyed by burning.

Tell el-Milh - After end of MBA city, site deserted for a time.

Tell Masos - After end of MBA city, site deserted for a time.

MBA city destroyed by bumning, as in OT;
Canaanite city rebuilt in LB |; hence Hazor reappears in Jud.4:2.

MBA city destroyed by bumning, as in O.T.;
Also resettled in LBA as OT requires
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DIFFERENT APPROACHES TO THE EXODUS PROBLEM

1. The standard chronology of Egypt is CORRECT and the Bible is FALSE.

The View of Most Secular Scholars (Finkelstein, Dever)

2. The standard chronology of Egypt is CORRECT and the Bible is PARTLY TRUE

and PARTLY FALSE

The View of Liberal Biblical Scholars (Albright, Kitchen)
and “Biblical Archaeological Review” (Shanks)

3. The standard chronology of Egypt is CORRECT and the Bible is TRUE

The View of “Associates of Biblical Research” (Wood, Stripling)

4. The standard chronology of Egypt is FAULTY and the Bible is TRUE

The View of Chronological Revisionists (Velikovsky, Rohl, Bimson)



MAJOR SEMITIC SETTLEMENT AT AVARIS
IN THE MIDDLE BRONZE AGE
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AVARIS found underneath
PI-RAMESES (city of Raamses)

“— ' SEMITES (who later became impoverished)
THEN HYKSOS (Foreign invaders)

IPUWER PAPYRUS -
AN EGYPTIAN RECORD OF THE PLAGUES?

Plague stalks through the land and blood
everywhere... Nay, but the river is blood...

Trees are destroyed...No fruit nor herbs are found...

Gates, columns and walls are consumed by fire...

the ground is everywhere...

of female slaves ...

into Egypt.

The land is not light...He who places his brother in

People are stripped of clothes. Their slave
takes what he can find. Gold, silver, lapis
lasuzi and turquoise are strung on the neck

The stranger people from without are come



THE DARK AGE OF GREECE
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WRITING DISAPPEARS FOR 450 YEARS?

“There is no evidence whatsoever that the
Mycenaean script continued anywhere in
Greece after ¢.1200 BC

“There is NO TRACE OF WRITING of any kind
in the sub-Mycenaean and Protogeometric
periods, or indeed before the middle of the
8th century [750 BC], when the new and
totally different Greek alphabet makes its
first appearance.

(M. Bowra, “Homer and His Forerunners, p.1-2).

Linear B script dated to
the Mycenaean Age
which supposedly ended
around 1200 BC.

BY MOVING EGYPT’S MIDDLE KINGDOM
FORWARD BY 300 YEARS

THE PATTERN OF:

Semitic migration into Egypt
Their multiplication

Then impoverishment (slavery)
Collapse of Egypt’s civilisation
Exodus of the Semitic population
Destruction of Canaan’s cities
and new settlers moving

into the land
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CHRONOLOGY MIDDLE BRONZE AGE

ISRAEL | INEGYPT JUDGES

Is the pattern of archaeology seen at the time of the Exodus.



HOW LONG WAS ISRAEL IN SLAVERY FOR?

25

60

FIRST 215 YEARS

Time between Abraham
moving to Canaan and
Isaac being born (100-75).

Isaac’s age when Jacob
was born.
he

Jacob’s age when

moved to Egypt.

215

100

JOSEPHUS

SECOND 215 YEARS

Years that Joseph lived after
Jacob moved to Egypt
(110-37).

Maximum amount of time for
Israel’s slavery in Egypt

Most likely length of Israel’s
slavery. It was longer than
80 years as it started before
Moses was born.

They left Egypt in the manth Xanthicus, on the 15th day of the lunar month 430 years after our forefather
Abraham came into Canaan, but 215 years only after Jacob removed into Egypt.
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DYNASTY 13

Sesostris 1l

PHARAOHS BEFORE THE EXODUS?

Sothis List

Rameses 29
Rames(s)omenes 15
Usimares 31
Ramesseseos 23
Ramessameno 19
Ramesse Iubasse 39
Name Reign
Rameses, son of Uaphres 29
Koncharis 5

Amenembhet I

Dynasty
12

Dynasty
13

Amenembhet |

Sesostris |

Amenembhet Il

Sesostris |l

Sesostris Il

Amenembhet |||

Ramesse

Koncharis

Pharoahs as arranged by
Donovan Counville for this period

Sesostris |
Joseph’s pharaoh
¥ A

Pharaoh who enslaved the
Israelites (Exodus 1:8-14)

Pharaoh who ordered the
killing of the male Israelite
babies (Exodus 1:8-14)

Pharaoh of the Exodus



HIGH INFANT MORTALITY RATE
AMONGST MALE BABIES IN AVARIS

A5 Fog Children’s Graves
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Male

DISCOVERIES AT KAHUN

“It is apparent that the Asiatics were present in the town in
some numbers and this may have reflected the situation
elsewhere in Egypt...their exact homeland in Syria or
Palestine cannot be determined...The reason for their
presence remains unclear...

[Petrie discovered] wooden boxes... underneath
the floors of many houses at Kahun. They
contained babies, sometimes buried two or three
to a box and aged only a few months at death...

The quantity, range and type of articles of everyday use which
were left behind in the houses may indeed suggest that the
departure was sudden and unpremeditated” (The
Pyramid Builders of Ancient Egypt, p.191, 199).




