
SAMSON 
 

Ancestry: From the tribe of Dan (son of Manoah and his wife) 
Residence: Zorah (23 km west of Jerusalem)  
When He Lived: Around 1100 BC 
Contemporaries: Eli in Shiloh (Central Highlands) and Ruth (SE Israel) 
Marital Status: Briefly married to an unnamed Philistine woman who was given to another man 
after he left her for a time. Around 20 years later he had relationship with another woman named 
Delilah (not stated if he married her) who betrayed him to Samson’s Philistine enemies.  

 
 

TIMELINE OF EVENTS 
 
Judges 13 Samson is born to Manoah and his wife who was barren before God’s intervention. The 

Angel tells Manoah that his son is to be under a life-long Nazarite vow (the outward signs 
involved no alcohol, no touching a dead animal and not to cut his hair – Numbers 6). 

Judges 14 Samson against his parents’ advice chooses a Philistine woman from Timnah to marry (v.1-
3). As Samson goes back down to Timnah with his parents he wanders off from his parents 
where he is met by a lion which he tears apart very easily (v. 5-6).  

 He goes back down to Timnah later to marry the Philistine woman. On the way he goes back 
to the scene of his tearing the lion apart. Bees in the carcass have made honey. Samson 
reaches in and partakes of the wild honey (v. 8-9). 

 Samson organises a feast (Heb. “mishteh” meaning a drinking banquet) and makes a bet 
with the Philistines involving a riddle - "Out of the eater came forth food, and out of the 
strong came forth sweetness." Unable to figure it out the Philistine men threaten Samson’s 
wife with harm to her and her family if she doesn’t find out the answer. After she complies 
and gets the right answer Samson kills 30 random Philistines in Ashkelon for their garments 
to pay off the bet (v. 10-19). 

Judges 15 Samson goes back to his Philistine wife but is met by her father who thought he hated her 
having abandoned her for some time and gave her as a wife to another (v. 1-2). After 
rejecting the father’s offer to give him his other daughter Samson is enraged with the 
Philistines and destroys their crops by fire by catching foxes and tying firebrands to their tails 
and letting them go into their fields (v. 4-5). 

 The men of Judah confront Samson over what he has done and the possibility of retribution 
by the Philistines on Israel. Samson agrees to be bound and handed over to the Philistines. 
At Lehi when confronted with angry Philistines Samson breaks loose from his cords and kills 
1000 Philistines with the jawbone of a donkey (v. 11-17). Following the event he 
acknowledges God’s deliverance and asks for water from God and God answers 
miraculously with water from a rock (v. 18-19).  He becomes a judge (leader) in Israel for 20 
years (v. 20).      

Judges 16 Samson goes to the Philistine city of Gaza and spends the night with a prostitute (v. 1).  
When the Philistines find out Samson is in their city they lie in wait to ambush and kill him. 
During the night Samson rips one of the city gates off its hinges and carries it 40 miles (60 
kms) from Gaza on the coast to Hebron in the central highlands (v. 2-3).   

 Samson falls a woman from the valley of Sorek (on border of the territory between Dan and 
the Philistines) by the name of Delilah who he marries. The Philistine leaders entice her with 
1100 pieces of silver to find out the source of his supernatural strength so they can afflict 
him. She agrees to betray Samson. Samson lies to her 3 times about where his strength 
came from and then after much whining from Delilah reveals the source of his strength. 
Delilah lulls him to sleep and the Philistines cut his hair. God withdraws His supernatural 
strength and the Philistines bind him with chains, put his eyes out and have him grind grain 
in a prison (v. 4-21).      

 The Philistines have a feast to the god Dagon to celebrate the capture of Samson. Some 
months have passed and his hair has grown long again. Samson is brought in to be made 
fun of in his blind state. He asks to be guided to the pillars on which the great house stands 
and asks God to strengthen him one more time to bring the whole house down and die with 
the Philistines who numbered 3000 in the great house. God answers his prayer and the 
whole house comes down and he dies with all the Philistines (v. 22-30). 



 
SIMPLE LESSONS FROM SAMSON’S LIFE 

 

 Choose a wife (or husband) wisely by choosing someone with good character. 
Use your head and don’t just follow your feelings or hormones as Samson did when 
choosing a wife. 

 

 Follow the lead of the Holy Spirit. Don’t ignore it or resist God’s way like Samson 
who, most of the time, followed the lusts of his flesh and did things his own way.   
 

 Don’t leave true repentance to the end of your life like Samson did. While he 
was reconciled to God in the end he still suffered some horrible consequences for 
his sins that he could have avoided had he committed to living God’s way much 
earlier in his life. 
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