
SAUL 
 

Tribe: Benjamin  

Father: Kish 

Residence: Gibeah (6 km north of Jerusalem)  

Reign as King: 1049 to 1009 BC (First king of Israel) 

Marital Status: Wife – Ahinoam & Concubine – Rizpah 

Sons (4): Jonathan, Ishbosheth, Abinadab and Malchishua  

Ishbosheth contested for the throne after Saul and Jonathan’s deaths. 

Daughters (2): Merab and Michal (married David) 

 
 

TIMELINE OF EVENTS 
 

1 Samuel 9-12 1 - SAUL’S SELECTION AND ANOINTING AS KING OVER ISRAEL 
 
Saul is chosen following Israel’s rejection of God as king after the latest threat by 
the Ammonites. Saul is anointed secretly following his visit to Ramah, Samuel’s 
home town and then anounced as king at nearby Mizpah. He is coronated at 
Gilgal following the defeat of the Ammonites at Jabesh Gilead. 

 

1 Samuel 11-15 2 - SAUL’S EARLY MILITARY CAMPAIGNS  
 
Saul leads an attack on the Ammonites at Jabesh Gilead and defeats them after 
they threaten that town. Following Jonathan’s daring raid on the Philistine 
garrison at Michmash they defeat the Philistines. They also defeat Edom, Moab 
and Zobah to the north. God then assigns him the task to defeat the Amalekites 
which he does from Havilah (Arabia) to Shur (Egypt) freeing Egypt from 400 
years of Amalekite (Hyksos) rule.  

 

1 Samuel 13-15 3 - SAUL’S DISOBEDIENCE AND REJECTION AS KING  
 
Saul presumptously makes a sacrifice at Gilgal after Samuel delayed a little 
longer than the 7 days he was told to wait. This sin costs his family the chance to 
have a ruling dynasty over Israel. After the defeat of the Amalekites Saul and the 
people spare the best livestock and King Agag after God told Saul to utterly 
destroy everything. This second major sin leads to God to rejecting him as king.  

 

1 Samuel 16-30 4 - SAUL’S JEALOUSY AND ATTEMPTS TO KILL DAVID  
 
Saul has the Holy Spirit withdrawn from him after he is rejected as king and an 
“evil spirit” comes into him. Following David’s victories over the Philistines 
women sing “Saul has killed a thousand enemies; David has killed ten thousand 
enemies!”. A jealous rage comes over Saul who feels David is after the throne. 
Saul tries to have David killed numerous times.  

 

1 Samuel 31 
1 Chronicles 10 

5 - SAUL’S DEATH AT MOUNT GILBOA 
 
Saul goes to fight the Philistines in the Jezreel Valley. The Philistines defeat the 
Israelites and Saul and Jonathan are killed at Mount Gilboa. 
 



LESSONS FROM SAUL’S LIFE 

 
1. Be humble and stay humble whether you are in a lowly position or are given 

great authority. 
 

2. Our character and obedience to God is FAR more important than any great 
physical accomplishments we might do in our lives. 

 
3. Be FAR more concerned by what God thinks of your actions than what other 

people think.   
 
4. Partial obedience when we know better is not OK with God. We cannot 

wilfully or carelessly mix God’s ways with our own carnal ways.    
 
5. Trust God and don’t let insecurity and fear control the way you live your 

life. 
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