
DAVID 
 

Tribe: Judah  

Father: Jesse  

Brothers (6): Eliab, Abinadab, Shimma, Nethaneel, Raddai, Ozem 

Sisters (2):  Zeruiah and Abigail 

Birthplace: Bethlehem (10 km south of Jerusalem) in 969 BC (Died at age 70) 

Reign as King: 1009 to 969 BC (First 7 years over Judah and then king of all Israel) 

Capitals: Hebron (30 km south of Jerusalem) then Jerusalem  

Wives (>10): Michal (Saul’s daughter), Ahinoam, Abigail (formerly Nabal’s wife), Maacah, 
Haggith, Abital, Eglah, Bathsheba (formerly Uriah’s wife) plus other unnamed wives and 
concubines. 

Sons (>19): Amnon (firstborn through Ahinoam), Chileab (through Abigail), Absalom 
(through Maacah), Adonijah (through Haggith), Shephatiah (through Abital), Ithream 
(through Eglah), Shimea, Shobab, Nathan, and Solomon (4 through Bathsheba), 9 sons 
through other unnamed wives plus more unnamed sons through his concubines. 

Daughters (>1, probably >10): Tamar (through unnamed wife, raped by David’s firstborn 
son Amnon) and likely many more daughters which are not named. 

 
 
 

TIMELINE OF EVENTS 
 

1 Samuel 16-18 1 - DAVID’S EARLY YEARS AND SELECTION AS KING  
 

 David, the youngest son of Jesse, is tending sheep when Samuel comes 
and anoints him as the king to succeed Saul.  

 David is recommended to be brought to Saul’s court to play the harp to help 
soothe the troubling moods of Saul. 

 David volunteers to take on the Philistine giant Goliath in one-on-one 
combat and tells Saul God will help him as he did previously in killing a bear 
and a lion. David slings a stone into his forehead and kills Goliath.  

 David and Saul’s firstborn son, Jonathan, become very close friends. 

 David is appointed a captain in Saul’s army. 

 Saul becomes very jealous of David when he hears women singing “Saul 
has killed a thousand enemies; David has killed ten thousand enemies!” 

 Saul tries to kill David twice with a javelin when David plays for him but 
David avoids being struck. 

 Saul’s offers his daughter Michal as a wife for David and asks for 200 
Philistine foreskins as a dowry hoping he would be killed but David and his 
men perform the task and he marries Michal.  

 
1 Samuel 19-31 2 - DAVID’S WILDERNESS YEARS 

 
 Saul asks Jonathan and his men to kill David but Jonathan warns David to 

flee. Jonathan then persuades Saul to not harm him for a time and David 
returns to court. 

 Following another victory by David over the Philistines an evil spirit comes 
over Saul and he tries to spear David again when he is playing for him.  

 Michal helps David to escape and flees to Ramah where Samuel is. Saul’s 
men and then Saul try to kill David there but God’s spirit temporarily moves 
him to prophesy with the other prophets. 



 When David doesn’t return to eat at the New Moon festival with Saul he 
accuses Jonathan of being a traitor by protecting David. Jonathan and David 
meet up for the last time before David goes into hiding from the king.  

 David goes to a priestly santuary at Nob (just north of the Mount of Olives) 
for provisions and receives back Goliath’s sword.  

 David tries to get into the Philistine city of Gath to get beyond Saul’s reach. 
He fails to get in and goes to Adullum where 400 others in distress join him. 

 After taking his parents to be protected by the king of Moab he goes to the 
forest of Hareth. Saul kills the priests who helped David at Nob. 

 After saving the town of Keilah from the Philistines David flees to the 
wilderness of Ziph then to the wilderness of Maon where Saul almost 
captures him and then goes to the En Gedi oasis by the Dead Sea. 

 Saul goes to En Gedi and goes to relieve himself in a cave he doesn’t 
realise David is in. David’s men see this as God delivering Saul into David’s 
hand. David chooses not to kill him but cuts a corner off his robe to prove to 
Saul he doesn’t wish Saul harm. Saul temporarily repents of trying to kill 
David. 

 Nabal of Carmel refuses the request of David for some provisions for the 
protection from marauders they had given him and others. David’s anger is 
aroused and is set to kill him before his wife Abigail intervenes.  

 After God causes Nabal to have a heart attack David asks Abigail to be his 
wife. Michal, his first wife, had been given to another. David also takes 
Ahinoam of Jezreel to be his wife. 

 David spares Saul’s life again in the wilderness of Ziph when he sneaks into 
his camp while he is asleep and takes his spear and water jar to prove he 
means Saul no harm. Saul again relents from pursuing him. 

 David is convinced Saul will yet again pursue him and goes to the Philistine 
city of Gath where Achish gives him the town of Ziklag.  

 While returning to Ziklag after being rejected by the Philistine princes the 
Amalekites in retaliation of David’s raids burn Ziklag and kidnap the women 
and children. David and his men pursue and recover all of them.     

 
2 Samuel 1-10 & 
1 Chronicles 11-19 

3 - DAVID’S EARLY YEARS AS KING OVER JUDAH AND THEN 
ALL ISRAEL 
 

 David is crowned king of Judah and reigns from Hebron following Saul’s 
death. Saul’s son Ishbosheth is crowned king over (northern) Israel.  

 Abner goes over to David’s son returning Michal to David as wife. 

 Two of Ishbosheth’s captains murder him and are executed by David when 
they tell him they have done David this “service”.  

 David is crowned king over all Israel and then defeats the Philistines. 

 David and his men via the watershaft enter and capture Jerusalem from the 
Jebusites. David lives in its fortress and calls it the City (citadel) of David, a 
name later applied to Jerusalem. 

 David seeks to bring the ark of the covenant from the house of Abinadab to 
Jerusalem. Following the death of Uzzah who touches the ark trying to stop 
falling to the ground David waits another 3 months before trying again in the 
correct manner this time. The ark comes into Jerusalem with great fanfare.  

 David desires to build God a House to honour him. God says that his son 
will be allowed to build Him a House (Temple) and promises David his 
dynasty will be an everlasting dynasty over the throne of Israel (2 Samuel 
7:16). 

 David has a series of victories against all of Israel’s neighbours allowing 
Israel to have a time of peace later under Solomon. He defeats the 
Philistines (W), Moab (E), Zobah (N), Syria (N), Ammon (E) and finally Edom 
(SE). It is during the war against Ammon (second last campaign) that 
David’s adulterous affair with Bathsheba takes place. 
 



 David seeks out any children of Saul or Jonathan to show kindness to and 
takes in Jonathan’s lame son, Mephibosheth. 

  

2 Samuel 11-12 4 - DAVID’S ADULTERY OF BATHSHEBA AND MURDER OF 
URIAH 
 

 David stays back from the campaign against Ammon and at sunset sees a 
beautiful woman bathing – Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.  

 Entranced by lust for her and ignoring her marital status David has her 
brought to his palace and they have a sexual relationship. 

 Bathsheba tells David that she is pregnant with his child. David then brings 
Uriah back from the campaign against Ammon and tries to have him sleep 
with his wife so people will think Uriah is the father of the child. 

 Uriah doesn’t sleep with his wife so David in his desperation to cover his sin 
has him take back a sealed message to Joab to have Uriah exposed to the 
hottest part of the war and draw back so he is killed which then happens. 

 David takes Bathsheba to be his wife (His 8th wife by this time). 

 Nathan confronts David with a crafty story and David indicts himself not 
realising the parable parallels what he has done. David is convicted and 
repents of his sin but the child dies as punishment for the adultery and 
murder.   

 
2 Samuel 13-24,      
1 Kings 1-2 and 
1 Chronicles 20-29 

5 - DAVID’S LATTER YEARS AS KING 
 

 David’s firstborn son, Amnon lusts for his half-sister Tamar who is the sister 
of Absalom. Amnon rapes Tamar which infuriates Absalom, who after 2 
years arranges for his servants to kill Amnon. Absalom flees to Geshur in 
Syria for 3 years. 

 Joab persuades the king to have Absalom brought back from Geshur. 

 Absalom wins the hearts of many Israelites and conspires to take over as 
king. David flees Jerusalem. When Absalom enters Jerusalem he sleeps 
with all of David’s concubines in fulfillment of Nathan’s words to David. 

 A civil war breaks out and in a battle in the forest of Ephraim Absalom gets 
caught by the hair in an oak tree. Joab and his servants then kill Absalom 
which causes David terrible grief. 

 David returns from across the Jordan back to Jerusalem and pardons his 
enemies. 

 David gives the Gibeonites vengeance for what Saul did to them. 

 David’s army defeat the Philistines in another couple of battles including 
killing more sons of the giants from Gath. 

 God is angered against the nation (possibly because of pride) and allows  
Satan to move David to conduct a military census ignoring Joab’s advice. 
David realises his sin after the census is complete and asks for God’s 
forgiveness. God offers him three choices – 7 years of famine, 3 months of 
war or 3 days of plague. David does not choose and God chooses plague 
and 70 000 people die. When Jerusalem is about to be struck God relents 
as David pleas for mercy. David builds an altar where the Temple will later 
be built.    

 Adonijah conspires to be the next king. On hearing this Bathsheba and 
Nathan remind him of his promise to make Bathsheba’s youngest son, 
Solomon the next king. David has Solomon anointed king and gives him 
instructions to carry out. On hearing Solomon has been anointed king 
Adonijah’s followers turn from him. 

 David prepares materials for the Temple that Solomon will build and 
organises the priests, Levites and all the musicians for God’s service. 

 David dies at age 70 after ruling for 40 years.   

 



LESSONS FROM DAVID’S LIFE 
 
1) Courageously and completely trust God as David did in his young years.  
 
2) Use kindness and humility and not retaliation as a way to restore broken relationships.  
 
3) Don’t linger but FLEE AWAY from sexual temptation.  
 
4) Take responsibility for your sins and change your ways. Don’t resist correction as Saul 
did but repent as David did.  
 
5) Show both love AND discipline to your children. 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


