SOLOMON

Tribe: Judah

Residence: Jerusalem

Reign as King: 969 to 929 BC (40 years as the 3rd king of Israel)
Father: David

Brothers: Shimea, Shobab, Nathan and many half brothers.

Marital Status: 700 wives and 300 concubines (1 Kings 11:3). The only wife mentioned by
name is Naamah, the Ammonite who was the mother of Rehoboam. Other wives were
Pharaoh’s daughter and women from Ammon, Edom, Sidon and of the Hittites.

Sons: Rehoboam, his successor is the only son mentioned in the Bible (Mother: Naamah,
the Ammonite). Given he had a combined total of 1000 wives and concubines it is likely that
he fathered as many as 50 or more sons.

Daughters: Taphath (1 Kings 4:11) and Basemath (1 Kings 4:15) are the only two
mentioned in the Bible. Given he had a combined total of 1000 wives and concubines it is
likely that he fathered many others.

TIMELINE OF EVENTS

1 Kings 1-2 1 - SOLOMON BECOMES KING OVER ISRAEL

Solomon is born to David and Bathsheba (2 Samuel 12:24) following the death
of his older brother as punishment for David’s adultery and murder of Uriah.
David has Solomon crowned king by Zadok the high priest at Gihon which quells
a rebellion from David’s other son, Adonijah.

e Solomon executes Adonijah and Joab following David’s last words of advice.

1 Kings 3-4 2 - SOLOMON’S WISDOM

Solomon allies with the pharaoh of Egypt sealing it by marrying his daughter.
After offering a thousand burnt offerings at Gibeon God appears to Solomon in a
dream and grants him one wish. Solomon asks for wisdom to properly rule the
nation of Israel. God gives him great wisdom as well as riches and honour.
Solomon judges between two prostitutes both claiming to be the mother of a
boy. After ordering the child to be cut in two the true mother was the one who
who was willing to give up the boy so he would live.

Solomon appoints officials and governors and the nation of Israel is granted
peace from her neighbours throughout Solomon’s reign.

Solomon was given greater wisdom and knowledge than the great wise men of
the ancient world and spoke 3000 proverbs and songs and knew lots about
botany and zoology and people around the world came to hear him speak.

2 Chronicles 1

1 Kings 5-8 3 - SOLOMON BUILDS THE TEMPLE

2 Chronicles 2-7

Solomon makes a treaty with Hiram, king of Tyre to supply cedars of Lebanon
for the building of the Temple. He also conscripts 30 000 Israelite men to work
on building the Temple.

From Solomon’s 4th year (480 years after the Exodus - 1445 BC), Solomon’s
labourers build the Temple with stones, cedars, gold and precious stones over a
period of 7 years (965-958 BC). Solomon also built a palace of cedar.




The Ark of the Covenant is brought from the City of David into the Temple during
the Feast of Tabernacles when Solomon dedicates the Temple to God with great
pomp and festivity and God consumes the burnt offerings and God’s glory visibly
filled the whole house.

1 Kings 9-11 4 — SOLOMON’S GREATNESS AND DOWNFALL

2 Chronicles 8-9 e After Solomon had finished his palace (Completed in 13 years in Solomon’s 17th
year as king) God appeared again in a dream to Solomon. God promises him an
everlasting dynasty if he is faithful but if he and Israel turn away from God then
God would cut off Israel and the Temple will be rejected and destroyed.

e Solomon does a shady deal with Hiram offering him 20 worthless cities in the

Galilee.

Solomon fortifies the walls of Jerusalem as well as Hazor, Megiddo and Gezer

(captured for Solomon by the Pharaoh from the Canaanites). Solomon rules a

mighty empire that reaches as far north as Tadmor (today’s Palmyra).

Solomon has a combined navy with Hiram of Tyre and also has ports along the

Red Sea (Ezion-geber) and Tarshish (Spain) to bring in lots of exotic goods and

gold into Israel. The navy at Tarshish brought in a great cargo of goods once

every 3 years. This is the origin of the Phoenician empire which started as a

combined Israelite / Lebanese maritime alliance and continued with the northern

kingdom of Israel after the breakup of the united kingdom of Israel.

The Queen of Sheba visits Solomon and is greatly impressed by his wisdom and

everything she sees. Josephus tells us she was the queen of Egypt and Ethiopia

(likely to have been Queen Hatshepsut of the 18th Dynasty).

Solomon loved many foreign women building up an extraordinary harem of 700

wives and 300 concubines.

In his latter years his wives turned his heart away from God and he worships

other gods with his wives (Ashtoreth, Milcom, Chemosh and Molech).

God tells Solomon that because of his idolatry the kingdom would be torn from

his family in his son’s days and 10 tribes would be broken away.

God allows Hadad and Rezon to harrass Israel. Jeroboam, who Solomon had

put over the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh, is told by the prophet that he

would become ruler over the kingdom that breaks away from Judah and is
offered the chance of an everlasting dynasty if he is faithful to God.

Solomon seeks to kill Jeroboam who flees to Egypt and is protected by pharaoh

Shishak who, a few years later after Solomon dies, conquers Jerusalem and

pillages Solomon’s Temple of its phenomenal wealth. (Shishak is likely to have

been Thutmose Il of the 18th Dynasty).

Solomon dies and his son Rehoboam succeeds as king. The kingdom breaks

into two over the heavy taxation that Solomon imposed which Rehoboam

refused to lighten. Ten tribes (except Benjamin) break away and become the
northern kingdom called Israel. The southern kingdom is called Judah.




LESSONS FROM SOLOMON'’S LIFE

Value and seek after wisdom.

Knowing and understanding the right way to live is the first part of a successful life and
becoming a godly person. The second part is the right application of that wisdom.

. Avoid being unequally yoked from marrying outside the faith.

Forbidden to those who have committed themselves to God (1 Corinthians 7:39, 2
Corinthians 6:14) due to the danger of one’s loyalty being pulled away from God as a
result of trying to please a spouse who has worldly values.

Intelligence and wisdom are of little value if we use it in a selfish way instead of
for the good of others.

Wisdom or understanding the right way to do things does not guarantee we will build
God’s character which takes right choices and effort on our part.

You need more than just wisdom and knowledge of God’s laws to become a
godly person — you need the Holy Spirit!

Solomon was an example, just like the nation of Israel, that even with the knowledge of
God’s laws and every other advantage that man still needs the Holy Spirit to truly live
by God’s way of life.

FROM SMITH'S BIBLE DICTIONARY:

CONCUBINE: The difference between wife and concubine was less marked among the Hebrews than
among us, owing to the absence of moral stigma. The difference probably lay in the absence of the
right of the bill of divorce, without which, the wife could not be repudiated.

With regard to the children of wife and of concubine, there was no such difference as our
illegitimacy implies (A de-facto or unmarried live-in partner is what comes to our minds today
when we hear the term concubine - RW).

The latter were a supplementary family to the former; their names occur in the patriarchal genealogies,
Gen. 22:24; 1 Ch. 1:22, and their position and provision would depend on the father's will. Gen. 25:6. The
state of concubinage is assumed and provided for by the law of Moses. A concubine would generally be
either

(1) a Hebrew girl bought of her father;
(2) a Gentile captive taken in war;

(3) a foreign slave bought; or

(4) a Canaanitish woman, bond or free.

The rights of the first two were protected by the law, Exo. 21:7; Deu. 21:10-14, but the third was
unrecognized and the fourth prohibited. Free Hebrew women also might become concubines. To seize
on royal concubines for his use was probably the intent of Abner's act, 2 Sa. 3:7, and similarly, the
request on behalf of Adonijah was construed. 1 Ki. 2:21-24.



MAP OF KEY LOCATIONS FROM SOLOMON'’S LIFE

¥ 4

Tphash

Hamath
Tadmor
(Pehm{ra)
Aram
{Syria)




