ABRAHAM

Ancestry: From a line of descendants going back to Noah’s son Shem.

When He Lived: 1950 BC to 1775 BC (Died at 175 years old)

Residence: Originally from Ur in northern Mesopotamia and moved to the land of
Canaan (land of Israel) in 1875 BC at age 75. Moved regularly between the major
cities on the Ridge Route such as Shechem, Bethel, Hebron and Beersheba.

Father: Terah

Brothers: Haran and Nahor (means Snorer)

Marital Status: Married his half sister Sarah. After Sarah’s death married Keturah.

Children: Ishmael (through Egyptian concubine Hagar), Isaac (through Sarah),
Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah (though Keturah)

TIMELINE OF EVENTS

Genesis 11 Abraham’s family move from Ur to Harran with his father Terah, who originally intended to

(v.26-32) go to Canaan, before stopping at Harran where Terah dies.

Genesis 12 God calls Abraham to go to the land of Canaan and gives first promise of the land to go
to his descendants forever when he is 75 years old.
After time in Shechem and Bethel he goes to Egypt during a famine and tells a half-truth
to pharaoh about his wife being just his sister. God prevents pharaoh taking her as a wife.

Genesis 13 Abraham and Lot separate. God promises Abraham and his descendants will inherit the
land of Canaan.

Genesis 14 Abraham rescues Lot and meets Melchizedek.

Genesis 15 God makes a formal covenant with Abraham with the cut animals ceremony and
promises he would become a father of many nations though he is yet to have a child.

Genesis 16 | As Sarah is old and barren she offers Abaraham her handmaid Hagar as a surrogate
mother. Abraham yields to her request as has a son, Ishmael, through Hagar.

Genesis 17 | God reconfirms His promise to make Abraham a father of many nations and tells him that
it will go through a son by Sarah. He changes his name from Abram to Abraham and
Sarai’'s to Sarah and gives circumcision as the sign of the covenant. Ishmael's
descendants are promised to be a great nation.

Genesis 18 | Abraham intercedes for Sodom when the Lord visits him.

Genesis 19 God rescues Lot and then destroys Sodom and Gomorrabh.

Genesis 20 | Abraham repeats the half truth of saying Sarah was just his sister to Abimelech, king of
Gerar and God again intervenes to prevent him taking her as his wife.

Genesis 21 Isaac is born. Sarah has Abraham send away Hagar and Ishmael who are provided for by
God. Abraham and Abimelech make a peace treaty at Beersheba.

Genesis 22 God tests Abraham asking him to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice. When he is about to
strike Isaac an angel stops him and a ram is provided as a substitute sacrifice.

Genesis 23 Sarah dies and Abraham purchases a cave in the field of Machpelah in Hebron to bury
her where he and other family members will later be buried.

Genesis 24 | Abraham arranges for his oldest servant to go back to Haran where they migrated from
and find a wife for Isaac. God works circumstances out for Rebekah to be his wife.

Genesis 25 | Abraham takes a second wife, Keturah, who bares him 6 more sons (including Midian,

ancestor of Jethro, Moses’ father in law). Abraham dies at 175 years old.
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LESSONS FROM ABRAHAM’S LIFE

Have the courage to leave what is comfortable and follow God even when you are not
sure where doing it God’s way will take you.

Humility and deference to the needs of others is vital to living at peace with others.
Compromises lead to inferior results and should be avoided.

Be bold in your prayer life with God trusting that will be merciful and gracious in the way
that He responds.

True living faith or trust in God is demonstrated and proven by fully obedient actions.

DATES FOR ABRAHAM’S FAMILY LINE

Born Lived to Died

Noah 2902BC 950 1952 BC

Shem 2400BC 600 _ 1800BC
Arphaxad 2300BC 438 1862 BC
Salah 2265BC 433 1832BC
Eber 2235BC 464 1771BC
Peleg 2201BC 239 1962BC
Reu 2171BC 239 1932BC
Serug 2139BC 230 1909BC
Nahor 2109BC 148 1961BC
Terah 2080BC 205 1875BC

| Abraham 1950BC 175 1775BC |

I Abraham leaves land of the Chaldees 1875 BC atage 75 I

180 1750BC
Jacob 1790BC | 147 1643 BC

Joseph 1699BC 110 1589BC




ABRAHAM’S FAMILY TREE
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KEY PLACES IN ABRAHAM’S STORY

VIA MARIS
(Way of the Sea)




WHAT WAS THE PURPOSE OF
THE COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM?

GENESIS 12:3

And | will bless those that bless you and curse the one who curses you.
And in you shall all families of the earth be blessed.

GENESIS 22:18

And in your Seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed,
because you have obeyed My voice.

GENESIS 28:14

And your seed shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread
abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to
the south. And in you and in your Seed shall all the families of

the earth be blessed.

GOD CALLED ABRAHAM FOR A SPECIAL PURPOSE

God then set in motion a major aspect of His plan to offer salvation to
mankind. Selecting Abraham was a crucial step in God's long-term plan
to turn all nations back to Him. The remainder of the Bible is woven
around His plan to reconcile all humanity to Himself...

God chose Abraham and promised to develop his
descendants into a group of influential nations chosen
for the purpose of teaching and illustrating His values
and way of life to the rest of the world (p.5).
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