ISAAC

Ancestry: From a line of descendants going back to Noah’s son Shem.

When He Lived: 1850 BC to 1670 BC (Died at 180 years old)

Residence: Moved regularly between two major cities on the Ridge Route (Way of the
Patriarchs) - Hebron and Beersheba. During a famine also lived in Gerar.

Father: Abraham

Brothers: Ishmael (older half brother through Abraham’s concubine Hagar), Zimran,
Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah (younger though Abraham’s second wife

Keturah)

Marital Status: Married his cousin’s daughter Rebekah (probably about 10 to 20 years his

junior).

Children: Esau and Jacob (Born when Isaac was 60 years old).

TIMELINE OF EVENTS

Genesis 21

Isaac, after his miraculous conception, is born when Abraham is 100 years old and Sarah
is 90 years old.

Genesis 22

God tests Abraham asking him to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice. When he is about to
strike Isaac an angel stops him and a ram is provided as a substitute sacrifice.

Genesis 23

Isaac’s mother, Sarah, dies and Abraham purchases a cave in the field of Machpelah in
Hebron to bury her where he and other family members will later be buried.

Genesis 24

Abraham arranges for his oldest servant to go back to Haran where they migrated from
and find a wife for Isaac. God works circumstances out for Rebekah to be his wife..

Genesis 25

Isaac’s father, Abraham, takes a second wife, Keturah, who bares him 6 more sons
(including Midian, ancestor of Jethro, Moses’ father in law). Abraham dies at 175 years
old.

Rebekah is healed by God of her barrenness and gives birth to Esau and Jacob. Esau is
so called because he is hairy and Jacob because he grabbed onto Esau’s heel as they
were being born. Esau becomes a good hunter and Jacob is a mild man living in tents.

Jacob buys Esau’s future birthright inheritance from him for a pot of red stew when Esau
comes back hungry putting little value on the double portion of his future inheritance.

Genesis 26

There is a famine in the land and God tells him not to go to Egypt and reiterates is
promise He gave to Abraham that his family would inherit the land and become very
numerous.

Isaac lives in Gerar with Abimelech and the Philistines who gradually force him away.
While living with them he tells a lie to protect himself that Rebekah is his sister.
Abimelech finds out and in unhappy about it but commands them to be not touched.

God greatly blesses Isaac’s harvest and business and well digging including another well
in Beersheba where he is approached by Abimelech to make a covenant of peace.

Genesis 27

Isaac attempts to give his blessing to Esau but at Rebekah’s urging Jacob tricks his
father to give him the blessing of being the next patriarch after Isaac dies. Isaac is
shocked and Esau is furious when he finds out.

Genesis 28

Isaac sends Jacob to Laban in Padam Aram.

Genesis 32

We find out when Jacob returns to Canaan that Esau is a patriarch living in Mount Seir.
Isaac tried to make good of a bad situation sending him away to not have to be under his
brother’s authority. The two brothers are peacefully reunited.

Genesis 35

Isaac dies at 180 years old while living near Hebron (Mamre) and is buried.
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LESSONS FROM ISAAC’S LIFE

1) Be submissive to the Father’s will like Isaac who was willing to give up his life to
obey God.

2) Compromises lead to inferior results and should be avoided.

3) Do all you can to live peacefully with others and trust God to provide if giving up
physical things will assist in keeping the peace.

4) Don’t play favourites with your children.

DATES FOR ISAAC’S FAMILY LINE

Born Livedto Died Age when and the Son he begat Date

Abraham 1950BC 175 1775 BC 100 when he begot Isaac 1850 BC
Abraham leaves land of the Chaldees 1875 BC atage 75

|Isaac 1850BC 180 1670 BC | 60 when he begot Jacob 1790 BC
aco 91 when he begot Joseph 1699 BC

Joseph 1699BC 110 1589 BC
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PATRIARCHAL WOMEN AND
BARREN WOMBS

SARAH (Half sister and wife Abraham)
Genesis 16:1 Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children.
REBEKAH (Daughter of Isaac’s Cousin)

Genesis 25:21 Now lIsaac pleaded with the LORD for his wife,
because she was barren

RACHEL (Cousin and wife to Jacob)

Genesis 29:31 When the LORD saw that Leah was unloved,
He opened her womb; but Rachel was barren.

KEY PLACES IN ISAAC’S STORY
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