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INTRODUCTION

Language is a dynamic phenomenon in the culture of any people. It changes and grows as the
people expand their knowledge, acquire new ways of meeting their needs, or come in contact with other
languages and cultures. In our day, modern technology, the sciences, and electronic media have
accelerated the acquisition of new words but, at the same time, have standardized spelling and
pronunciation to a remarkable degree. In the past, languages acquired new words more slowly but, at the
same time, were more likely to incorporate spelling and pronunciation changes. Some elements of
language transformation have occurred over decades; others have taken centuries.

One of the major sources of language change occurs when two groups of people, each speaking a
different language, come in contact with each other. For example, the different dialects of American
English tell of the migrations of groups of people from different countries and language backgrounds as
they have retained some of the characteristic features of their native languages. For example, French
speakers in Quebec and in Louisiana have left their mark on the English language of those areas, German
immigrants have influenced the English in the states of Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Wisconsin, and the
southwestern states show influence from Spanish. Likewise, linguists who study ancient language
changes can learn much about newcomers into specific areas by observing their impact on the native
languages.

HISTORICAL SETTING OF THE MIDDLE EAST AND BIBLE PROPHECIES

By 721 B.C. most of the northern Kingdom of Israel had been destroyed including the capital city
of Samaria (2 Kings 17:6, 18:9-11). By 700 B.C. much of Benjamin and Judah had been overrun as well
(Isa. 10:28-32, 2 Kings 18:13). During the Assyrian campaign against Israel (734-701 B.C.), some of the
[sraelites were killed, others fled; many were taken captive, and their cities were destroyed. Only Judah
still existed as a political entity (2 Kings 17:18). 7

According to the prophecies of the Old Testament, the Israelites were to scatter in all directions
(Gen. 28:14, Ps. 107:3, Isa. 11:12), and they were to spread into all nations (Deut. 4:27, Ezek. 36:19,
Amos 9:8-9, James 1:1). Jeremiah placed more emphasis on the north countries as the geographical
location where they would later be found (Jer. 3:12-18, 16: 14-16, 23:7-8). He seems also to have
suggested that they would travel westward (see Jer. 18:17, Hos. 12:1).

My research is based on the premise, that as the ancient Israelites fled or were driven from their
homeland, their Hebrew language would have influenced the languages of the countries where they
settled. Iam suggesting that we can determine by linguistic evidence where many of the Israelites went,
approximately when, and in about how great of numbers.

HISTORICAL SETTING IN EUROPE

Historians have discovered that in Europe the centuries followin g 700 B.C. were marked by
remendous outside influence. For example, archaeologists have identified 700 B.C. as the beginning of
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the Iron Age in Europe, a period when peoples from more technologically advanced civilizations entered
Europe, bringing their knowledge and skills with them, including the use of iron.! The Iron Age in the
Middle East had begun and had spread throughout much of the Mediterranean by 1000 B.C. However,
the earliest uses in Europe were among the immigrant Celts in Hallstatt, Austria during the 7th Century
B.C. and among the immigrant Swedes in Scandinavia about a century later. Most of Europe was
influenced by these immigrants, particularly the Celtic nations in the West and the Germanic nations in
the North. The Celts spread throughout central and western Europe, but gradually became more
concentrated in Britain, France, and Spain. The Germanic tribes covered Scandinavia, the Low
Countries, Germany, and, eventually, Austria and Switzerland in the south, and England and Iceland in
the northwest.

Linguists, likewise, have identified 700 B.C. as the beginning of a period of tremendous outside
influence on Europe.> During the 700-400 B.C. time period, many of the languages of Europe,
particularly the Germanic and Celtic languages in the north and west, but also the Romance languages in
the south, underwent major pronunciation changes and absorbed new vocabulary. These pronunciation
changes were the most pronounced and systematic in the Germanic dialects, and the total vocabulary in
Germanic increased by as much as one-third.> Linguists have not been able to explain the cause of the
"Germanic Sound Shift," as the pronunciation changes have been called since they were found most
consistently in the Germanic languages. or the increase in vocabulary. The Germanic family of
languages included several ancient languages, such as Old Norse, Gothic, Old Saxon, Old Frankish, Old
Frisian, and Anglo-Saxon, out of which developed the modern languages of English, Dutch, Flemish,
Frisian, Afrikaans, German, Danish, Swedish, Norwegian, and Icelandic. All of these languages were
affected by the sound changes and increased vocabulary.

My hypothesis, which has been startling to some scholars, is that these changes resulted from an
influx of Hebrew-speaking people into Europe, particularly into the Germanic and Celtic-speaking areas.
Such a claim comes after several vears of investigation. My initial discoveries are included in my
doctoral dissertation, Phonological Similarities in Germanic and Hebrew. During my subsequent
studies, I have been in contact with scholars in the United States, Europe, and Israel. Though research
will undoubtedly continue for many years to come, I feel it appropriate, at this time, to present some of
the research that has already been completed, and which has led me to the conclusion that many of the
Israelites spread into Europe. and into other parts of the world, following the turmoil of war, destruction,
death, deportation, captivity, bondage. and fleeing which they experienced in the Middle East.

THE GERMANIC SOUND SHIFT

Germanic is just one branch of one of the earth's major families of languages— the Indo-
European family. Most of the languages of Europe belong to one of the Indo-European subgroups, which
include Germanic, Celtic, Italic, Hellenic, Balto-Slavic, and Indo-Iranian as the major groups. These have
evolved over many centuries from a common ancestor language, referred to as Proto-Indo-European. For
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many years, the peculiarities in Germanic, which were caused by the sound changes, kept linguists from
recognizing that Germanic was an Indo-European language. However, early in the nineteenth century,
two scholars, Rasmus Rask from Denmark (1818) and Jakob Grimm from Germany (1819-22), both
linguists, showed that the Germanic languages were indeed part of the Indo-European family, but that
their differences in pronunciation were caused by a systematic shift in the sounds of six consonants.
These changes involved two groups of consonants, [p, t, k] and [b, d, g]. At the time of the sound shift,
the pronunciation of each of these six consonantal sounds changed respectively to [ph, th, kh] and [bh,
dh, gh].* In the various dialects, these new sounds were usually represented in writing by the letters p>
ph=f,t>th=th/p, k> kh = h/ch/x, b > bh = v/[f, d > dh = d/dh/th, g > gh = gh/h/3/j. Observe specific
examples of the Germanic Sound Shift in Table 1 while comparing IE, or an early representative of IE
such as Latin, with English and other Germanic languages:

Table 1: AN ILLUSTRATION OF THE GERMANIC SQUND SHIFT
SOUND SHIFT WRITTEN EARLY IE® > GMC EXAMPLES *
SYMBOLS
[p>ph] p>f L pater > |E father, OS, Goth fadar
[t> th] t>thor p L w > E thou, OE pu
L trés > |E three, Goth preis
[k> kh] korc>h,chorx L cornii > |E horn, ON horna, horn
L casa > |E house, OFE his, MD huus
IE *puk- > |E fox, OHG foha, G Fuchs
[b> bh] b>vorf IE *geb- > |E give, ON gefa, OFris jeva
[d> dh] d>dh, d or th IE *reid- > |E ride, OS ridan, ON ritha
IE *gad- > |E gather, OS gader
[g> gh] g>gh, h, chorj IE *leug- > E light, ME liht, G Licht
'The asterisk indicates that these are hypothetical IE words which etymologists have reconstructed
based on their frequent occurrence within the IE family of languages.
?Abbreviations used are: IE = Indo-European, ON = Old Norse, Go = Gothic, OFris = Old Frisian.
OS = Old Saxon, E = English, OE = Old English, ME = Middle English, OHG = Old High German.
G = German, L = Latin.

What Rask and Grimm discovered and described has since become one of the most studied
elements in Germanic historical linguistics. Though far more frequent and systematic in Germanic.
scholars have also noticed much of this same influence in the Celtic and Romance languages. For the

sake of clarity, I have limited this study to the linguistic similarities between Hebrew and the Germanic

“The brackets indicate that emphasis is on the sounds of the letters rather than on the letters
themselves. The phonetic symbols ph, th, kh and bh, dh, gh in this study represent fricatives, as is
customary in Jewish studies, rather than plosives or stops, as is customary in IE studies. These same
fricatives in IE linguistics would be represented by [f, b, x] and [v, 8, 3].







